
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service: 3rd Quarter 2019.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. Here are program topics from the shows that aired in July, 
August, and September 2019.

1) POETRY AND DEMOCRACY 1. Former poet laureate Richard Blanco reads poems 
from his new book How To Love A Country,  a collection which gently asserts that 
America could and ought someday to be a country where all narratives converge into 
one, a country we can all be proud to love and where we can all truly thrive. (Aired 7/6)

2) POETRY AND DEMOCRACY 2. Former poet laureate Richard Blanco  reads from 
his new book How To Love A Country. (Aired 7/13) 

3) FAKE NEWS VS FACTS 1 - Are we living in a post-truth world where “alternative 
facts” replace actual facts, and feelings have more weight than evidence? How did we 
get here?  Lee McIntrye from the Center for Philosophy and History of Science at 
Boston University discusses our modern dilemma of living in a  post-truth world. (Aired 
7/20)

3) FAKE NEWS VS FACTS 2 - Lee McIntrye from the Center for Philosophy and History 
of Science at Boston University continues the discussion of our modern dilemma: Are 
we living in a post-truth world where “alternative facts” replace actual facts, and feelings 
have more weight than evidence? (Aired 7/27)

4) DREAM MACHINE 1 - Princeton University professor and author of Undocumented 
Dan-El Padilla Peralta shares the story of his own American dream journey.  His life has 
taken him from the Dominican Republic to a  New York City homeless shelter as an 
undocumented immigrant, and eventually rising to the top of his Princeton class. What 
lessons might be drawn from Undocumented to shed light on the plight of America’s 
undocumented? (Aired 8/3) 

5) DREAM MACHINE 2 - Author of Undocumented and immigration activist Dan-El 
Padilla Peralta is joined by a panel of immigration experts to discuss what lessons might 
be drawn from Undocumented to shed light on the plight of America’s undocumented. 
(Aired 8/10) 

7) HEALING FROM HATE 1 - Michael Kimmel,  author of Healing From Hate, talks with 
two former skinheads and neo-Nazis to better understand the root causes of hate and 
how and if it is possible to bring these marginalized males back from society’s extremist 
edge. (Aired 8/17) 

8) HEALING FROM HATE 2 - Michael Kimmel,  author of Healing From Hate, talks with 
two former skinheads and neo-Nazis to better understand how and if it is possible to 



bring these marginalized males back from society’s extremist edge, and they  respond 
to questions from the audience. (Aired 8/24)  

9) WAR AGAINST SCIENCE 1 - A conversation with environmental scientist Joel 
Clement who recently resigned his post as a senior Department of Interior official over 
the suppression of facts about implications of climate change on human populations. He 
cited the department's  “poor leadership, waste, and failures on climate change.” (Aired 
8/31) 

10) WAR AGAINST SCIENCE, PART 2 - The conversation continues with 
environmental scientists Joel Clement, H. Curtis Spalding, Brown University and 
Andrew Rosenberg, Director for Science and Democracy at Union of Concerned 
Scientists on the War Against Science. (Aired 9/7) 

11) WHITEWASH - Carey Gillam, journalist and author of Whitewash, discusses the 
first historic verdict against Monsanto in the San Francisco courts.  This decision opens 
the door to thousands of similar civilian litigation suits regarding cancer caused by 
Monsanto's pesticides. (Aired 9/14)

12) FAREWELL AMERICA - Chris Hedges, columnist for Truthdig and former New York 
Times foreign correspondent, returns to the Forum in a vigorous attempt to jolt us out of 
our complacency about the current state of American affairs - while there is still time. 
(Aired 9/21)

13) AMERICA FAREWELL - Chris Hedges' latest book is America: The Farewell Tour. 
He writes: “It is impossible for any doomed population to grasp how fragile the decayed 
financial, social and political system is on the eve of implosion.” Hedges is joined in 
conversation with Christopher Lydon,  host of Open Source. (Aired 9/28)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 9:45 AM and 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at 
http://www.wcny.org) Here are the programs that aired in July, August, and September 
2019.

1) The panel asks: Did the president cross a line when he stepped over into 
North Korea? Then they discuss the legislative wrap up. And, they break 
down the latest events surrounding Marshae Jones and the law. (Aired 7/6) 

2) The panelists discuss if the time is now to begin talks on reparations for 
slavery and its legacy. Presidential candidates are talking about it and 
Congress seems willing to explore the issue more. Next, Syracuse is 
looking to cut costs and one of the ways to do so would be to cut a more 
favorable deal with the unions, should the city pursue that idea? Finally, a 
discussion on Human Rights. (Aired 7/13)



3) The panelists discuss America's future as a majority / minority nation, a 
country in which white Americans will be the minority. Next, should the 
media use the word racist when talking about the president’s tweets? Or 
should they just present the facts? Or are they the same thing? Finally, a 
look at what will happen if the Affordable Care Act is repealed. (Aired 7/20)

4) The panelists discuss the Mueller hearings and what, if anything, will come 
of the Russian interference situation. Will Trump be impeached? Will this 
fade away? Next they discuss the budget deal made this past week 
between the Republicans and the Democrats. Finally, how much is the UK 
in trouble with Brexit? (Aired 7/27) 

5) The panel discusses the partnership between the police and the Amazon 
security system Ring. Is this a good private-public service partnership? 
Next, they discuss President Donald Trump's tweet regarding African 
American members of Congress. What should be the Democrats’ next move 
be? Finally, do states have a right to demand tax returns from a Presidential 
candidate? (Aired 8/3)  

6) A special hour-long Ivory Tower with special guest David Rubin. The 
panelists discuss the NY Times headline that wasn't: a first version quoted 
what the President said, but may have not said what the President meant. 
Next, the media's role in the recent shootings; Then a discussion on foreign 
policy; is there a strategy? Finally, the idea of a new bridge for I-81 - when 
will a decision be made? (Aired 8/10) 

7) The panel discusses the new rule that would affect who is eligible for 
permanent residency and citizenship. Next, is “Medicare for All” really what 
you think? The panelists discuss the many plans that are before Congress. 
Finally, a look at why Presidential candidate Kirsten Gillibrand isn't doing 
well based on the number of donors and her polling numbers. (Aired 8/17)  

8) The panelists discuss the Democrats’ message to the courts, which was 
drop a gun case or be "restructured". Is this strong message justified? Next, 
is it time to get rid of the filibuster? Is that political technique still useful in its 
intended purpose? Finally, a look at Hong Kong. What should the message 
be from President Trump to China regarding this delicate situation? (Aired 
8/24)

9)  With Andrew Luck retiring in his prime due mostly to injuries he's suffered 
playing professional football, is it time to look at whether the game should 



go away? Next, they look at Congressman Anthony Brindisi; will he be able 
to hold his spot in the upcoming mid-term election? Next, a look at the fires 
going on in the Amazon; how should countries help when help isn't asked 
for by Brazil? (Aired 8/31) 

10) The panelists discuss the state of Brexit and whether Boris Johnson is 
sending the UK down the wrong path. Will he eventually get what he wants? 
Next, is gun liability insurance a way to curb gun violence? San Jose, 
California thinks so. Will this actually reduce firearm deaths? Finally, the 
Democrats talk about the Green New Deal. Will it work, or is it political 
suicide? (Aired 9/7)  

11) The panelist discuss whether or not the government has a right to abolish 
e-cigarettes or flavored vaping. Next, they discuss what the Trump 
administration is doing about the troubles in Afghanistan. Finally, a look at 
the 12 Republican voted seats in Congress. Does the re-election of 
Republicans in North Carolina show a trend? (Aired 9/14) 

12)The panelists discuss the controversy over property taxes in the city of 
Syracuse, and how the city hasn't done an updating of home values in more 
than 20 years. Find out how something like this happens. Next a look at an 
early Siena College Poll that puts Joe Biden in the lead of all the Democrats 
running for President. What makes him the frontrunner? Finally, a look at 
the Israeli elections. (Aired 9/21) 

13) The Ivory Tower panel talks about the legal and political fallout that 
occurred when Nancy Pelosi announced Impeachment hearings for 
President Trump. Does the phone call to the Ukraine President help or hurt 
his cause? Next, they discuss a new business coming to Utica. Is Cree Inc. 
another corporate welfare investment, or will this transform Utica's 
economy? (Aired 9/28)

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also 
posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together 
a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each 
program has a guest speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose 
questions after each talk.  Here are the programs that aired in September 2019. (No 
TMR in July and August due to Syracuse University’s summer break)



1) Topic: “Renewable Energy,” in partnership with Focus Greater Syracuse. Guests: 
Chris Carrick, program manager for energy management at the CNY Regional 
Planning and Development Board, and Lindsey Speer, campaign manager for 
the Alliance for a Green Economy. (9/15)

2) Topic: “The Good Life,” a branding initiative for Central New York. Guests: 
Annette Peters, vice president of marketing at Syracuse Media Group, and Ben 
Sio, chief of staff at CenterState CEO. (9/22)

3) Guest: New York State Sen. Rachel May, representing the 53rd Senate District. 
She spoke about her first year in office and her vision for the future. (9/29)

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program that is produced by WCNY 
and broadcast from the Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third 
floor of the State Capitol in Albany. The show is hosted by Susan Arbetter, and features 
interviews with important newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political 
reporters who work the Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state 
including The New York Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News 
Service and the Associated Press.  It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the 
broadcast on various public radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It 
also runs at 11:15 AM on Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website 
(http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 
explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by Susan Arbetter, WCNY’s Director of 
Public Affairs Programming and host of WCNY’s state-wide daily broadcast radio show 
“The Capitol Pressroom.”  Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for the third quarter 
of 2019: 

1) “By the Numbers: Ensuring an Accurate Census Count” If New York residents 
are undercounted in the decennial census, the state won’t get its fair share of 
federal funding for a variety of programs including Medicare, the Head Start 
Program and will also be short-changed when it comes to federal highway 
spending. But experts expect an undercount in the state in 2020. This is also the 
first year the U.S. Census will be conducted online. (Audio aired on ReadOut at 
12:45 PM on Monday, 7/22/19 and at 1315 on Tuesday, 7/23/19)

2) “Climate Change in New York, a Changing Landscape” Summer 2019 has been 
an illustration of climate change in New York – from a record breaking heat wave 



to flooding along the shores of Lake Ontario. In July, Governor Cuomo signed 
one of the most aggressive climate bills in the nation. We ask climate experts if 
the new law will be enough when the International Panel on Climate Change has 
warned that the world has just 11 years left to act. (Audio aired on ReadOut at 
12:45 PM on Monday, 8/26/19; also on Tuesday, 8/27 at 1:15 PM) 

3) “Trauma-Informed Education” According to state education officials, the number 
of students facing mental health challenges is dramatically increasing. To adapt, 
schools are incorporating Trauma Informed Practices into the classroom. We will 
discuss why trauma is affecting more children, and look at the skills educators 
are adopting to help them cope. (Audio aired on ReadOut at 1:45 PM on 
Monday, 9/30/19; also on ReadOut on Tuesday, 10/1 at 1:15 PM)

Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. WCNY’s Cycle of Health 
features emotional, first-hand accounts of medical stories, informative discussions with 
health professionals, and the latest in medical science and technology. Viewers can 
learn how the medical community in Central New York is pushing the boundaries of 
what’s possible in healthcare today. Hosted by Dr. Rich O’Neill, Cycle of Health 
explores the topics most important to Central New Yorkers through dynamic story 
telling. Viewers are treated to new ways to improve physical and mental health, tips 
about nutrition, and fitness programs to get the entire family up and moving.. Audio from 
the half-hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at 
midnight, 7:06 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of 
each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

SciTech Now is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. Hosted by Simon Pérez, 
Associate Professor of Journalism at Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of 
Communications and Emmy Award winning newscaster – SciTech Now explores how 
those at the forefront are working to find answers and new approaches to pressing 
problems. As science, technology, mathematics, engineering, business and 
manufacturing continue to evolve at a rapid rate, we follow stories of those pushing the 
boundaries from all across the nation as well as right here in Central New York. We aim 
to understand how this region and regions across the country make an impact on this 
ever-changing landscape. Audio from the show runs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 5:45 
PM. Videos of each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 


