
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service: 3rd Quarter 2018. 
 
Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut, and every Monday at 
12:04 AM on Classic FM. Cambridge Forum comes from WGBH Boston. Here are 
program topics from the shows that aired in July, August, and September 2018. 
 
1) DEADLY DOUBLE HELIX, PART 2. The public conversation with Danielle Allen, 
Director of the Safra Center for Ethics at Harvard continues as she  discusses her new 
memoir “CUZ” which documents the events which conspired to cause the untimely 
death of her young cousin, Michael, on the streets of Los Angeles in 2009. A “deadly 
double helix” of narcotics and street gangs ultimately entrapped her cousin, as with 
countless others, leading to his incarceration and death. (Aired 7/7 and 7/14) 
 
2) DREAM MACHINE 1 - Princeton University professor and author of Undocumented 
Dan-El Padilla Peralta shares the story of his own American dream journey.  His life has 
taken him from the Dominican Republic to a  New York City homeless shelter as an 
undocumented immigrant, and eventually rising to the top of his Princeton class. What 
lessons might be drawn from Undocumented to shed light on the plight of America’s 
undocumented? (Aired 7/21)  
 
3) DREAM MACHINE 2 - Author of Undocumented and immigration activist Dan-El 
Padilla Peralta is joined by a panel of immigration experts to discuss what lessons might 
be drawn from Undocumented to shed light on the plight of America’s undocumented. 
(Aired 7/28) 
 
4) NEW COLD WAR 1 - Journalist James Kirchick (author of The End of Europe), and 
David Szakonyi,  a Research Fellow at the Higher School of Economics in Moscow, 
consider the implications of Putin’s victory in the recent Russian election and other 
cultural and political developments in US-Russia relations. (Aired 8/4) 
 
5) NEW COLD WAR 2 - Journalist James Kirchick (author of The End of Europe), and 
David Szakonyi,  a Research Fellow at the Higher School of Economics in Moscow, 
continue the discussion about the implications of Putin’s victory in the recent Russian 
election and other cultural and political developments in US-Russia relations. (Aired 
8/11)  
 
7) RECLAIMING CONVERSATION - PART 1 - Most conversations today involve 
distracted people looking at their phones and not their partners. This, according to 
Sherry Turkle, Professor of the Social Studies of Science and Technology at MIT. is 
leading to a "crisis of empathy" at work, at home and in our public life. (Aired 8/18)  
 
8) RECLAIMING C0NVERSATION - PART 2 - Most conversations today involve 
distracted people looking at their phones and not their partners. This, according to 
Sherry Turkle, Professor of the Social Studies of Science and Technology at MIT. is 
leading to a "crisis of empathy" at work, at home and in our public life. (Aired 8/25)  



 
9) IN PRAISE OF SLOWNESS: Challenging the Cult of Speed - Author Carl Honoré 
examines the challenges to the cult of speed in our age of multi-tasking, 24/7 work lives 
and overscheduled children.  Has speed made us happier and more productive? Or is 
the pace of life spinning out of control?  Can we slow down without turning back the 
clock? Or is the slow movement only for the affluent? (Aired 9/1)  
 
10) HOW STORYTELLING SHAPED THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD - PART 1 Martin 
Puchner’s latest book, “The Written World: The Power of Stories to Shape People, 
History, Civilization” examines the tangible importance of works from Gilgamesh to 
Harry Potter, exploring how stories are much more than entertainment— they shape our 
world. (Aired 9/8)  
 
11) HOW STORYTELLING SHAPED THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD PART 2 - Martin 
Puchner continues the conversation about his book, “The Written World" which tackles 
4000 years of literature. From Mesopotamia to the moon landing, storytelling and words 
have shaped the history of the world. (Aired 9/15) 
 
12) INSIDE THE MIND OF A POLITICAL CARTOONIST - PART 1 - Political cartoonist 
Ted Rall discusses the besieged state of  political cartooning in  America, and the 
promise of graphic novels. (Aired 9/22) 
 
13) INSIDE THE MIND OF A POLITICAL CARTOONIST - PART 2 - Political cartoonist 
Ted Rall talks more about the besieged state of political cartooning in  America, and 
suggest why it's essential for democracy to work. (Aired 9/29) 
 
 
Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on Classic FM at 12:30 
AM.  We also use the audio from this program on ReadOut on Saturdays at 7:30 PM.  
(Videos of each show may be found at http://www.wcny.org) Here are the programs that 
aired in July, August, and September 2018. 
 

1) The panelists discuss President Trump siding with Russia rather than the 
United States Intelligence, should White House advisors start to resign? 
Then a talk about a study that says by 2040, 70 percent of Americans will 
live in 16 states, can anything be done to address the imbalance of 
governance this will cause; Finally, at what point does it become appropriate 
to shame officials publicly? (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 7/21 and 
7/23)  
 

2) The panel looks at how the new tariffs are making it tough for New York 
farmers to remain in the business, Is President Trump's proposed 12 billion 
in relief a good idea? Next, a look at a new term that has come into our 
conversation "existing while black", what cane done to combat people 
calling police just because the other person is of color; A look a Cuba, and 



draft of a new Constitution. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 7/28 and 
7/30) 
 

 
3) The panelists discuss a statement by the attorney general that says we 
are becoming too secular and less hospitable to people of faith. Then a 
story from The Wall Street Journal that said the president's strategy might 
be to loss the house if he can keep the Senate. They debate whether this 
will work. Finally, a look at Facebook shutting down 32 accounts for trying to 
influence voters with ads. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 8/4 and 8/5)   

    
4) President Trump is coming to Utica on Monday; the panelists look at 
whether this will help Representative Claudia Tenney or hurt her. Then a 
talk about 3-D guns made by 3-D printers. An organization called Defense 
Distributed wants to publish online the computer code needed to build most 
of a gun out of plastic, using a 3-D printer. Should be allowed to do so? 
Finally, a story involving free speech. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 
8/11 and 8/13)   

 
5) The panelists discuss an Onondaga task force report about what can be 
done to keep kids safe at school. They talk about ideas from resource 
officers carrying guns and metal detectors. Next, they discuss the fact that 
we are living in one of the first societies in history where the elderly 
outnumber the youth. Is this good for democracy? Finally, a look at some 
primaries across the country. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 8/18 and 
8/20)   
  
6) The latest on Cohen and Manafort taking a fall, The New York Attorney 
General Race, and the spotlight again on a sex abuse scandal in the 
Roman Catholic Church. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 8/25 and 
8/27) 

 
7) The panelists discuss the Andrew Cuomo/Cynthia Nixon debate, then 
they discuss the ACLU supports the gun lobby over the actions of Governor 
Cuomo. Finally, a new law for misconduct against prosecutors. Was this law 
needed and is this a step towards trump reform? (Underwriting by Stanley 
Law) (Aired 9/1 and 9/3)  
 
8) Talks about the Supreme Court nominee Kavanaugh's Senate Judiciary 
Hearing. Will thousands of documents being withheld affect how a decision 
will be made? Then a look at Nike's new campaign involving Colin 
Kaepernick. In the end, will Nike or Kaepernick come out on top? Finally, a 
segment about the anonymous op-ed that quotes John Kelly calling the 
Trump White House “Crazy-town”. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 9/8 
and 9/10)  

 



9) A look the local primary races. What surprises happened, how will it 
shape the elections in November? What did the results tell us? Next, a 
discussion involving coddling kids. Are parents and society setting young 
people up to fail by being too overprotected? The college professors weigh 
in on what they see and do in the classrooms; Finally, should NASA sell 
sponsorships to fund the space program? (Underwriting by Stanley Law) 
(Aired 9/15 and 9/16) 

 
10) The panelist discuss Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh and his 
past allegations concerning his youthful behavior. Should this affect the 
outcome of the vote? Also, should there be term limits on Supreme Court 
Judges? Or how about no term limits for Congress or the President? Finally, 
Syracuse is placed on a top ten list that the city should not be proud of. 
(Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 9/22 and 9/24)  

 
11) The panel discussed at length the testimony of Brett Kavanaugh and 
Christine Blasey Ford. Has the Supreme Court now become the latest 
casualty in the partisan warfare that's tearing at the nation’s seams? Next, a 
look at a memo that surfaced from Claudia Tenney's campaign that called 
Anthony Brindisi's family "thuggish" and "criminal"; will this help or hurt 
Tenney's chances in November? (Underwriting by Stanley Law)  (Aired 9/29 
and 10/1)  
 

 
 
Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on WCNY-FM’s main channel every Sunday at 8 
PM and on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also posted on WCNY’s website 
as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together a mix of citizens to learn 
about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each program has a guest 
speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose questions after each talk.  
Here are the programs that aired in September 2018. (No TMR in July and August due 
to Syracuse University’s summer break) 
 

1) Topic: “The Vibrancy of Downtown Syracuse.” Guest: Merike Treier, Executive 
Director of the Downtown Committee of Syracuse. (9/16) 

2) Topic: “City of Syracuse Ongoing and Upcoming Projects.” Guest: Stephanie 
Pasquale, Commissioner of the Department of Neighborhood and Business 
Development. (9/23) 

3) Topic: “Community Involvement in Economic Development.” Our guests will be 
Chris Steele, COO and President for North America of Investment Consulting 
Associates and Jim Damicis, Senior Vice President, Carmoin Associates. (9/30) 
 

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program that is produced by WCNY 
and broadcast from the Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third 



floor of the State Capitol in Albany. The show is hosted by Susan Arbetter, and features 
interviews with important newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political 
reporters who work the Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state 
including The New York Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News 
Service and the Associated Press.  It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the 
broadcast on various public radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It 
also runs at 11:15 AM on Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website 
(http://www.wcny.org).  
 
Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that usually airs monthly. 
According to the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, 
information and analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire 
State.  Tackling those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across 
the state, we will explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues 
unfolding at the state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain 
the perspective of those in government, labor and environmental organizations, 
community leadership, law and business, this program aims to shed light on potential 
solutions to the complex problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and 
experts lend their perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by Susan Arbetter, 
WCNY’s Director of Public Affairs Programming and host of WCNY’s state-wide daily 
broadcast radio show “The Capitol Pressroom.”  Here are the Connect: NY programs for 
the third quarter of 2018:  
 

1) “The Dairy Depression” Is the New York dairy industry in a critical state? As more 
farmers struggle to keep up with low demand in a health-conscious world, 
Connect NY explores where the lines are drawn when it comes to government 
subsidies and support for private industry. Without much hope for a viable 
solution on the horizon, many farmers are being pushed to the brink. What’s in 
store for the New York dairy industry? (Audio aired on both Classic FM at 12:04 
AM and ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 7/30/18) 

2) “Refugees in the Empire State” Generations of refugees have come to New York 
State to find and start a new life. However, recent federal policy has forced 
changes in the process and procedures most state and private organizations 
aiding these refugees have come to rely on. Connect NY explores how new 
policy is shaping the landscape of immigration and resettlement and what kinds 
of challenges refugees now face. (Audio aired on Classic FM at 12:04 AM and on 
ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 8/27/18; also on Tuesday, 8/28 at 1:15 PM)  

3) “Threats to Our Drinking Water” New York State has an abundance of clean 
drinking water, but that water is facing threats that in some instances we are 
responsible for creating. What will New York do about harmful algal blooms, 
micro plastics, chemical spills and other growing water concerns? Will the 
economic and environmental implications of dealing with these pollutants 
overwhelm current resources? (Audio aired on Classic FM at 12:04 AM and on 
ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 9/24/18; also on ReadOut on Tuesday, 9/25 at 
1:15 PM) 
 



Double Down is an educational quiz program from WCNY-TV, hosted by Noah Eagle. 
Students face challenging questions on science, math, literature, current events and 
other topics, and the three-member high school teams compete for prizes and bragging 
rights. Questions are tied to New York State curriculum, including English, STEM, and 
current events.  Audio from the half-hour show airs on ReadOut every Saturday at 9:45 
AM. Videos of each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org).  
 
Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV, telling the stories of people 
who are living their way to good health. Cycle of Health provides a new approach to 
talking about health by sharing the intimate stories of people who have overcome health 
challenges. Along with host Angela Moonan, doctors present a multi-faceted view of 
how a health crisis affects individual patients and their families; what happens during 
treatment, recovery; and adapting to a new normal of healthy living. Audio from the half-
hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at midnight, 
7:06 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of each 
show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org).  
 
SciTech Now is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. SciTech Now tells the stories of 
advancements in technology, science, and many other fields that could shape our future 
in amazing new ways. The half-hour show is comprised of multiple segments that 
originate from PBS stations, including WCNY, in a collaborative network that stretches 
across the country. It also features contributions from Simon Perez. Audio from the 
show runs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 5:45 PM. Videos of each show are available on 
WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org).  
 
ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind. 
This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting blind people and people with 
low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 
PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM.  


