
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service carried on all three transmitters: 4th Quarter 2019.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. Here are program topics from the shows that aired in 
October, November, and December 2019.

1) CHINESE DEMOCRACY IN CRISIS  PART 1 - Human rights lawyer Teng Biao joins 
Uyghur-American Salih Hudayar and activist Kyle Olbert to discuss the challenges 
facing both the Chinese Communist party and the ethnic minorities who resist the 
Chinese policy of oppression which they say is being carried out under the guise of 
“counter-terrorism”. (Aired 10/5)

2) CHINESE DEMOCRACY - PART 2 - In light of the escalating developments in Hong 
Kong with pro-Democracy demonstrators becoming increasingly galvanized in response 
to the Chinese government’s crackdown,  a panel of human rights experts examines the 
current situation both inside and outside mainland China with regard to human rights.. 
(Aired 10/12) 

3) WOMEN SLAVEOWNERS - Historian Stephanie Jones-Rogers discusses her new 
book about the role of white women in American slavery. "They Were Her Property" 
reveals that slave-owning women were sophisticated economic actors who directly 
engaged in and benefited from the South’s slave market. (Aired 10/19) 

3) HAPPINESS 1 - NYT journalist John Leland reflects on the timeless subject in his 
new book Happiness Is a Choice You  Make: Lessons From a Year Among the Oldest 
Old. It's based on his interviews with some of New York City’s oldest and savviest 
residents who have come to understand the experience of aging during their twilight 
years.  (Aired 10/26)

4) HAPPINESS 2 - NYT journalist John Leland continues the conversation about the 
timeless subject of his new book Happiness Is a Choice You  Make: Lessons From a 
Year Among the Oldest Old. It's based on his interviews with some of New York City’s 
oldest residents who offer up clues into the the joyful experience of aging during the 
twilight years . (Aired 11/2) 

5) TRUST Part 1 - From government to business, banks to media, trust in institutions is 
at an all-time low. But this isn't the age of distrust - far from it. Rachel Botsman, author 
of Who Can You Trust, talks about how technology is transforming trust and what this 
means for life, work and business. (Aired 11/9) 

7) TRUST Part 2 - If you can't trust those in charge, who can you trust? The 
conversation continues with Rachel Botsman, author of Who Can You Trust, who 
researches how technology is transforming trust and what this means for life, work and 
business. (Aired 11/16) 



8) THE END OF MEAT? - Part 1 -  Can Americans survive without their hamburgers?  
This juicy question raises many fundamental issues - nutritional, moral and 
environmental.  Harvard Nutritionist Walter Willett, is joined by sociologist Nina 
Gheihman, and two organic mushroom entrepreneurs. (Aired 11/23)  

9) THE END OF MEAT? - Part 2 - Who knew that Burger King would be offering the 
Impossible Whopper made from plant-based protein instead of meat?  And veganism, 
which used to be a fringe-movement, has now morphed into a hip lifestyle. What's the 
future of cell-based meat products?  (Aired 11/30) 

10) KOCHLAND - Part 1 - Journalist Christopher Leonard explains how If you want to 
understand how we destroyed unions in this country, how we widened the income 
divide, how we stalled progress on climate change, and how corporate America bought 
the influence industry, you have to understand the story of Koch Industries. (Aired 12/7) 

11) KOCHLAND - Part 2 - Business reporter Christopher Leonard continues the 
discussion of his book about Koch Industries,  one of the largest, most well-funded 
lobbying operations in the United States—a political influence network that is arguably 
one of the most powerful and far-reaching operations ever run out of an American 
CEO's office. (Aired 12/14)

12) ON FIRE - Part 1 - Author and journalist Naomi Klein discusses her new book On 
Fire: The (Burning) Case for a Green New Deal, a  far-ranging exploration of the climate 
crisis, as well as the rising political movement demanding a Green New Deal. (Aired 
12/21)

13) ON FIRE - Part 2 -- Author and activist Naomi Klein continues the conversation 
about her new book about the urgency of coping with climate change, On Fire: The 
(Burning) Case for a Green New Deal. (Aired 12/28)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at http://www.wcny.org) 
Here are the programs that aired in October, November, and December 2019.

1) The panel asks: Did the president cross a line when he stepped over into 
North Korea? Then they discuss the legislative wrap up. And, they break 
down the latest events surrounding Marshae Jones and the law. (Aired 
10/5) 

2) The panelists discuss if the time is now to begin talks on reparations for 
slavery and its legacy. Presidential candidates are talking about it and 
Congress seems willing to explore the issue more. Next, Syracuse is 
looking to cut costs and one of the ways to do so would be to cut a more 
favorable deal with the unions, should the city pursue that idea? Finally, a 
discussion on Human Rights. (Aired 10/12)



3) The panelists discuss America's future as a majority / minority nation, a 
country in which white Americans will be the minority. Next, should the 
media use the word racist when talking about the president’s tweets? Or 
should they just present the facts? Or are they the same thing? Finally, a 
look at what will happen if the Affordable Care Act is repealed. (Aired 10/19)

4) The panelists discuss the Mueller hearings and what, if anything, will come 
of the Russian interference situation. Will Trump be impeached? Will this 
fade away? Next they discuss the budget deal made this past week 
between the Republicans and the Democrats. Finally, how much is the UK 
in trouble with Brexit? (Aired 10/26) 

5) The panel discusses the partnership between the police and the Amazon 
security system Ring. Is this a good private-public service partnership? 
Next, they discuss President Donald Trump's tweet regarding African 
American members of Congress. What should be the Democrats’ next move 
be? Finally, do states have a right to demand tax returns from a Presidential 
candidate? (Aired 11/2)  

6) A special hour-long Ivory Tower with special guest David Rubin. The 
panelists discuss the NY Times headline that wasn't: a first version quoted 
what the President said, but may have not said what the President meant. 
Next, the media's role in the recent shootings; Then a discussion on foreign 
policy; is there a strategy? Finally, the idea of a new bridge for I-81 - when 
will a decision be made? (Aired 11/9) 

7) The panel discusses the new rule that would affect who is eligible for 
permanent residency and citizenship. Next, is “Medicare for All” really what 
you think? The panelists discuss the many plans that are before Congress. 
Finally, a look at why Presidential candidate Kirsten Gillibrand isn't doing 
well based on the number of donors and her polling numbers. (Aired 11/16)  

8) The panelists discuss the Democrats’ message to the courts, which was 
drop a gun case or be "restructured". Is this strong message justified? Next, 
is it time to get rid of the filibuster? Is that political technique still useful in its 
intended purpose? Finally, a look at Hong Kong. What should the message 
be from President Trump to China regarding this delicate situation? (Aired 
11/23)



9)  With Andrew Luck retiring in his prime due mostly to injuries he's suffered 
playing professional football, is it time to look at whether the game should 
go away? Next, they look at Congressman Anthony Brindisi; will he be able 
to hold his spot in the upcoming mid-term election? Next, a look at the fires 
going on in the Amazon; how should countries help when help isn't asked 
for by Brazil? (Aired 11/30) 

10) The panelists discuss the state of Brexit and whether Boris Johnson is 
sending the UK down the wrong path. Will he eventually get what he wants? 
Next, is gun liability insurance a way to curb gun violence? San Jose, 
California thinks so. Will this actually reduce firearm deaths? Finally, the 
Democrats talk about the Green New Deal. Will it work, or is it political 
suicide? (Aired 12/7)  

11) The panelist discuss whether or not the government has a right to abolish 
e-cigarettes or flavored vaping. Next, they discuss what the Trump 
administration is doing about the troubles in Afghanistan. Finally, a look at 
the 12 Republican voted seats in Congress. Does the re-election of 
Republicans in North Carolina show a trend? (Aired 12/14) 

12)The panelists discuss the controversy over property taxes in the city of 
Syracuse, and how the city hasn't done an updating of home values in more 
than 20 years. Find out how something like this happens. Next a look at an 
early Siena College Poll that puts Joe Biden in the lead of all the Democrats 
running for President. What makes him the frontrunner? Finally, a look at 
the Israeli elections. (Aired 12/21) 

13) The Ivory Tower panel talks about the legal and political fallout that 
occurred when Nancy Pelosi announced Impeachment hearings for 
President Trump. Does the phone call to the Ukraine President help or hurt 
his cause? Next, they discuss a new business coming to Utica. Is Cree Inc. 
another corporate welfare investment, or will this transform Utica's 
economy? (Aired 12/28)

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also 
posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together 
a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each 
program has a guest speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose 



questions after each talk.  Here are the programs that aired in October, November, and 
December 2019. 

1) Guest: John Tumino, founder of “In My Father’s Kitchen.” He spoke about the 
progress of the Hire Ground partnership to provide work experience through day 
labor and connections to needed support services for panhandlers and the 
unemployed homeless. (10/6)

2) Guest: Ahmeed Turner, executive director for Say Yes Syracuse. He spoke 
about “Say Yes to Education” and changes to the program. (10/13)

3) Guest: Gregorio Jimenez, executive director for the Near Westside Initiative. He 
spoke about the history of the initiative and its new projects. (10/20)

4) Guest: Hasan Stephens, executive director and founder of The Good Life 
Foundation. He talked about his programs with local youth. (10/27)

5) Guests: Katie Bronson, director of community housing initiatives at Home 
Headquarters; Syeisha Byrd, director of engagement programs at Hendricks 
Chapel and mother of children affected by lead poisoning; Deb Lewis, Lead 
Program Coordinator for the Onondaga County Health Department; and Robyn 
Smith, from the CNY Community Foundation. They spoke about the effects of 
lead poisoning. (11/3)

6) Guest: John F. Paddock, Jr., president and co-founder of Honor Flight Syracuse. 
He spoke about the program, which flies veterans to visit service-related 
monuments in Washington DC, and its impact thus far. (11/10)

7) Guest: Pete Sala, vice president and chief facilities officer at Syracuse University. 
He spoke about the progress at the Dome and other capital projects. (11/17)

8) Guest: Keith Bybee, vice-dean and a professor at the Syracuse University 
College of Law. (11/24)

9) Guests: Rick Burton and Scott Pitoniak, authors of the book “Forever Orange.” 
(12/8)

10)Guest: Mike Brown, president and CEO of the YMCA of Central New York. He 
spoke about their new strategic plan and current and upcoming programs. 
(12/15)

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program broadcast from the 
Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third floor of the State Capitol 
in Albany. The host is David Lombardo. The show features interviews with important 
newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political reporters who work the 
Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state including The New York 
Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News Service and the Associated 
Press. It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the broadcast on various public 
radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It also runs at 11:15 AM on 
Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 



explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by David Chanatry, Professor of 
Journalism at Utica College, Director of the New York Reporting Project, and host of 
WCNY-TV’s “Ivory Tower.” Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for the fourth 
quarter of 2019: 

1) “The Intersection of Hate and Speech” On this episode of Connect: NY, we hear 
from groups who have historically been the targets of white nationalism and 
speak with experts about the line between free speech and hate speech and 
what to do about social and traditional media that some say are allowing fringe 
groups to thrive on line and in our communities. (Audio aired on ReadOut at 
12:45 PM on Monday, 10/21 and at 1:15 PM on Tuesday, 10/22/19)

2) “New Models for Addressing Recidivism Rates in New York State” Nationally, 
76% of all inmates end up back in jail within five years of their release. On this 
edition of Connect NY, we talk to experts about what New York State is doing in 
order to reduce recidivism rates and will take a look at programs that are working 
to make prisoner reentry more feasible. (Audio aired on ReadOut at 12:45 PM on 
Monday, 11/25/19; also on Tuesday, 11/26 at 1:15 PM) 

3) “Addressing the Lead Crisis in New York State.” Between 2009 and 2015, 
Syracuse, NY had the highest percentage of children with lead poisoning in the 
country, according to a study from 2016. On the next Connect NY, we talk to 
experts about what steps New York State is taking to combat the lead crisis and 
we hear from a woman whose family has been significantly affected by lead 
poisoning. (Audio aired on ReadOut on Tuesday, 12/31 at 1:15 PM)

Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. WCNY’s Cycle of Health 
features emotional, first-hand accounts of medical stories, informative discussions with 
health professionals, and the latest in medical science and technology. Viewers can 
learn how the medical community in Central New York is pushing the boundaries of 
what’s possible in healthcare today. Hosted by Dr. Rich O’Neill, Cycle of Health 
explores the topics most important to Central New Yorkers through dynamic story 
telling. Viewers are treated to new ways to improve physical and mental health, tips 
about nutrition, and fitness programs to get the entire family up and moving.. Audio from 
the half-hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at 
midnight, 7:06 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of 
each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 



SciTech Now is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. Hosted by Simon Pérez, 
Associate Professor of Journalism at Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of 
Communications and Emmy Award winning newscaster – SciTech Now explores how 
those at the forefront are working to find answers and new approaches to pressing 
problems. As science, technology, mathematics, engineering, business and 
manufacturing continue to evolve at a rapid rate, we follow stories of those pushing the 
boundaries from all across the nation as well as right here in Central New York. We aim 
to understand how this region and regions across the country make an impact on this 
ever-changing landscape. Audio from the show runs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 5:45 
PM. Videos of each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 

The Best of Our Knowledge The Best of Our Knowledge keeps listeners up-to-date on 
educational trends, from pre-school to PhD, and spotlights breakthroughs in all 
disciplines. This half-hour program is hosted and produced by Bob Barrett at WAMC-FM 
in Albany, New York. The program airs on ReadOut every Saturday at 9:45 AM. 


