
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service carried on all three transmitters: 1st Quarter 2020.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. Here are program topics from the shows that aired in 
January, February and March 2020.

1) THE END OF MEAT? - Part 1 -  Can Americans survive without their hamburgers?  
This juicy question raises many fundamental issues - nutritional, moral and 
environmental.  Harvard Nutritionist Walter Willett is joined by sociologist Nina 
Gheihman, and two organic mushroom entrepreneurs. (Aired 1/4)  

2) THE END OF MEAT? - Part 2 - Who knew that Burger King would be offering the 
Impossible Whopper made from plant-based protein instead of meat?  And veganism, 
which used to be a fringe-movement, has now morphed into a hip lifestyle. What's the 
future of cell-based meat products?  (Aired 1/11 and 1/18) 

3) HOW TO START A REVOLUTION 1 - Writer Lauren Duca discusses the power of 
collective action and non-violent protest in the current political era. (Aired 1/25)  

4) FAREWELL AMERICA 1- Chris Hedges' latest book is: America: The Farewell Tour. 
He writes: “It is impossible for any doomed population to grasp how fragile the decayed 
financial, social and political system is on the eve of implosion.” Hedges is joined in 
conversation with Christopher Lydon,  host of Open Source. (Aired 2/1)

5) FAREWELL AMERICA 2- Chris Hedges, columnist for Truthdig and former New York 
Times foreign correspondent, returns to the Forum in a vigorous attempt to jolt us out of 
our complacency about the current state of American affairs - while there is still time. 
(Aired 2/8)

6) AGE OF ILLUSIONS 1 - Andrew Bacevich, Professor Emeritus of International 
Relations and History at the Boston University discusses his new book about the post-
Cold war follies and delusions that culminated in the age of Donald Trump. (Aired 2/15)

7) AGE OF ILLUSIONS 2  - Historian Andrew Bacevich discusses his new book about 
the post-Cold war follies and delusions that culminated in the age of Donald Trump in 
conversation with journalist Christopher Lydon.(Aired 2/22) 

8) THE END OF MEAT? - Part 1 -  Can Americans survive without their hamburgers?  
This juicy question raises many fundamental issues - nutritional, moral and 
environmental.  Harvard Nutritionist Walter Willett is joined by sociologist Nina 
Gheihman, and two organic mushroom entrepreneurs. (Aired 2/29; repeat of 1/4)  

9) THE END OF MEAT? - Part 2 - Who knew that Burger King would be offering the 
Impossible Whopper made from plant-based protein instead of meat?  And veganism, 



which used to be a fringe-movement, has now morphed into a hip lifestyle. What's the 
future of cell-based meat products?  (Aired 2/29; repeat of 1/11) 

10) HAPPINESS 1 – New York Times journalist John Leland reflects on the timeless 
subject in his new book “Happiness Is a Choice You  Make: Lessons From a Year 
Among the Oldest Old.” It's based on his interviews with some of New York City’s oldest 
and savviest residents who have come to understand the experience of aging during 
their twilight years . (Aired 3/7)

11) HAPPINESS 2 - NYT journalist John Leland continues the conversation about the 
timeless subject of his new book Happiness Is a Choice You  Make: Lessons From a 
Year Among the Oldest Old. It's based on his interviews with some of New York City’s 
oldest residents who offer up clues into the joyful experience of aging during the twilight 
years. (Aired 3/14)

12) HOW TO START A REVOLUTION 2 - Martin Lukacs, author of “The Trudeau 
Formula”, and members of the climate action group Extinction Rebellion discuss 
collective action and non-violent protest. (Aired 3/21)

13) MIGRATING TO PRISON 1  - Immigration lawyer and author César García 
Hernández takes a hard look at the immigration prison system and challenges those 
who, disingenuously, link immigration imprisonment with national security risks and 
threats to the rule of law. (Aired 3/28) 

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at http://www.wcny.org) 
Here are the programs that aired in January, February and March 2020. 

1) The panelists talk about the shooting that happened at a Texas church. Is a 
good guy with a gun all that is needed to stop a bad guy with a gun? Next, 
panelists discuss new NYS laws that will go in effect in 2020. Finally, will a 
good economy and low unemployment be Donald Trump’s ticket to the 2020 
Presidency? How much does the economy affect the voters decisions? 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 1/4)

2) The panelists discuss whether the killing of a top Iranian official was justified 
or illegal. Then some disagreement on whether the House is doing the right 
thing by delaying send the articles of Impeachment to the Senate for trial. 
Finally, a look at two states who have ordered the removal of names on the 
voter roll due to inactivity or because people have moved. Is this necessary 
for voting integrity? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
1/11)



3) The panelists discuss their opinions of Nancy Pelosi and what outline what 
kind of a job she has in store for her. Next, they talk about Governor 
Cuomo's State of the State address he produced on Tuesday. Was it 
substantive, or was it a lot of fluff? Finally, they discuss the changes that are 
being talked about in Rome, concerning the Catholic Church. (Underwriter: 
Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 1/18) 

4) The panel discusses impeachment, now that it’s in the Senate. Are the 
Democrats going about this the correct way? Will the Senate hold a fair 
trial? Next, baseball has been in the news regarding the Houston Astros’ 
cheating in the 2017 World Series. If cheating has always been going on in 
the sport, why is this any different? Finally, is it time for the Royals in Great 
Britain to abdicate? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
1/25)  

5) The panelists discuss why Iowa is or isn't important in being the first to 
caucus for the next presidential election. Next, a look at the Virginia 
legislature recently ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment. Will it become 
the 28th amendment to the Constitution? Finally, the panelists talk about 
Hollywood and the different movie and music awards that are trending 
towards white, male winners. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 2/1) 

6) The panelists talk about the State of the State message and exactly how 
divided New York State really is. Next, they discuss the debacle of the Iowa 
caucuses: where do we go from here? Finally, a look at the New York State 
no-cash bail system. How has it been working, and are there some 
unintended consequences because of it? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 2/8)  

7) The panelists discuss William Barr's dilemma having Donald Trump as his 
boss. Does Barr have to listen to what Trump says, or can he ignore certain 
things? Next, they discuss the budget President Trump put out. What was in 
it, what was not, and will it ever get through Congress? Finally, they talked 
about the Democratic field. Will Bernie Sanders be elected based on his 
performance in New Hampshire? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 2/15)

8) The panelists discuss the Democratic debate, which included for the first 
time former New York City Mayor Mike Bloomberg. His performance was 
evaluated along with how he's going to affect the other candidates. Next, a 



look at the 24th Congressional District Democratic primary and who has the 
best/worst chance of beating John Katko in the fall elections. Finally, the 
panel tackles Presidential pardons. What are they and how can they be 
used? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 2/22) 

9) The panelists discuss whether or not the government can be trusted 
disseminating information about the coronavirus pandemic. Is putting the 
Vice-President in charge of all information prudent? Next, can Bernie 
Sanders will his party’s nomination? Will that be the best thing for the 
Democrats if he does? Finally, should Black History Month be observed in a 
new way? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 2/29)   

10) The panelists weigh in on whether people are overreacting when it comes 
to the coronavirus. Next, a look at the backlash focus towards author 
Jeanne Cummins due to her promotion of her book “American Dirt.” Finally, 
a look at the agreement the United States made with the Taliban this week. 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 3/7) 

11)The panel looks at how the coronavirus has affected life in general. How 
has it affected parents? The economy? Why are there not enough tests to 
go around? Next, they answer the question, “Can a woman ever become 
President?” A look at why Elizabeth Warren didn't perform better than most 
people expected. Finally, a look at the 2 men left for the Democrats. Is Joe 
Biden the candidate? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) 
(Aired 3/14) 

12) The panel discusses the mental and economic impact of COVID-19, and 
then they discuss an article written by panelist Peter Enns for the 
Washington Post about the Democratic Presidential primaries. Finally, a 
discussion about the U.S. Census. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 3/21)

13)The panelists discuss New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s appearance on 
the national level during the COVID-19 crisis. Has it made a significant 
impact showing his leadership capabilities? Next, would you be willing to 
give up certain civil liberties to have a safer society? Finally, is it a good idea 
to change the primary election date with the country going through the virus 
era? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 3/28)



Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also 
posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together 
a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each 
program has a guest speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose 
questions after each talk.  Here are the programs that aired in January, February and 
March 2020. (Please note that the series was cut short for this semester due to the 
closing of the Syracuse University campus due to the COVID-19 pandemic.)

1) Guests: Susan Lerner, executive director of Common Cause New York; Helen 
Hudson, president of the Syracuse Common Council; and Chris Ryan, Onondaga 
County legislator. They discussed nonpartisan redistricting efforts for Central 
New York. (2/9)

2) Guest: Alberto Bianchetti, Central New York regional director of Customer and 
Community Engagement for National Grid. (2/16)

3) Guest: Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh. (2/23)
4) Guest: Tanisha Jackson, executive director of the Community Folk Art Center 

and professor of practice, African American studies at Syracuse University. (3/1)
5) Guest: Matt Vincent, a partnership specialist with the U.S. Census, who spoke 

about the upcoming Census count and its importance. (3/8) 
6) Guests: Dr. Indu Gupta, commissioner of health at the Onondaga County Health 

Department and Dr. Karen Nardella, medical director of Syracuse University 
Health Services. They discussed infectious disease, and the importance of their 
work and collaborations. (3/15)
 

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program broadcast from the 
Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third floor of the State Capitol 
in Albany. The host is David Lombardo. The show features interviews with important 
newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political reporters who work the 
Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state including The New York 
Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News Service and the Associated 
Press. It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the broadcast on various public 
radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It also runs at 11:15 AM on 
Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 
explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by David Chanatry, Professor of 



Journalism at Utica College, Director of the New York Reporting Project, and host of 
WCNY-TV’s “Ivory Tower.” Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for the first quarter 
of 2020: 

1) “State of the State Review.” On the season premiere of Connect NY, we review 
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s yearly State of the State address. Last year, Cuomo 
laid out what he called “the most aggressive agenda in modern political history”. 
In 2020, how will his new agenda follow up after the assertive foundation he laid 
in 2019? We sit down with a panel of political experts to breakdown the state of 
our state in the new year. (Audio aired on ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 
1/27/20 and at 1:15 PM on Tuesday, 1/28/20)

2) “Vaping Epidemic in New York State” Monroe County has the highest reported 
cases of vaping-related illness, outside of New York City. We speak with health 
leaders in Monroe County to learn about what they are doing to respond to this 
growing health crisis, and we hear from a vape shop owner who is wary of what a 
flavored e-cigarette ban could mean for his way of life. (Audio aired on ReadOut 
at 12:45 PM on Monday, 3/2/20; also on Tuesday, 3/3/20 at 1:15 PM) 

3) “The Coronavirus Pandemic” As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread 
through the Empire State, we sit down with a panel of experts and community 
leaders who furnish the most up-to-date information surrounding this pandemic. 
(Audio aired on ReadOut on Monday, 3/30 at 12:45 PM and on Tuesday, 3/31 at 
1:15 PM)

Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. WCNY’s Cycle of Health 
features emotional, first-hand accounts of medical stories, informative discussions with 
health professionals, and the latest in medical science and technology. Viewers can 
learn how the medical community in Central New York is pushing the boundaries of 
what’s possible in healthcare today. Hosted by Dr. Rich O’Neill, Cycle of Health 
explores the topics most important to Central New Yorkers through dynamic story 
telling. Viewers are treated to new ways to improve physical and mental health, tips 
about nutrition, and fitness programs to get the entire family up and moving.. Audio from 
the half-hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at 
midnight, 7:06 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of 
each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Got Science? is a half-hour program from the Union of Concerned Scientists, 
distributed by the Public Radio Exchange (PRX). It’s about how science makes the 
world a better place, and how scientists are standing up for science. It’s the science, the 
people, the issues, the technologies, the policies, the public debate (or lack thereof). 
The program’s goal is to share inspiring stories of technical experts and citizens who 
are standing up for science, and cover new developments in science and technology 



that can help people live safer, healthier lives. Audio from the show runs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 5:45 PM. 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 

The Best of Our Knowledge The Best of Our Knowledge keeps listeners up-to-date on 
educational trends, from pre-school to PhD, and spotlights breakthroughs in all 
disciplines. This half-hour program is hosted and produced by Bob Barrett at WAMC-FM 
in Albany, New York. The program airs on ReadOut every Saturday at 9:45 AM. 


