
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service carried on all three transmitters: 2nd Quarter 2021.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. Here are program topics from the shows that aired in April, 
May, and June 2021.

1) HOW TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATION 1 - Discover the art of building a 
good dialogue!   Fred Dust and Seth Henderson consider ways to have constructive 
conversations which are critical to problem-solving in all sorts of different settings, from 
schools to non-profits and governments. (Aired 4/3/21) 

2) HOW TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS 2 - Author Fred Dust and Seth 
Henderson of the Better Arguments Project consider ways to have constructive 
conversations which are critical to problem-solving in all sorts of different settings from 
schools to non-profits and governments. (Aired 4/10/21)

3) LIVING WHILE BLACK - Clint Smith is a writer and teacher. He currently teaches 
writing and literature in the DC Central Detention facility. His essays, poems, and 
scholarly writing have been published in The New Yorker, The New York Times 
Magazine, and The Atlantic. (Aired 4/17/21)  

4) GREEN GROWTH 1 Can we achieve healthy growth, the kind that is more 
regenerative than wasteful, more equitable than unjust? Per Espen Stoknes and L. 
Hunter Lovins believe they have the answers.  Both are experts in the field, having 
written books that offer blueprints for an inspiring regenerative economy that avoids 
collapse and works for people and the planet. (Aired 4/24/21)

5) GREEN GROWTH 2 -  L. Hunter Lovins, author of a new book, A Finer Future and  
Norwegian economist Per Espen Stoknes, author of Tomorrow’s Economy, have a 
conversation with recommendations for creating healthy, sustainable green growth. 
(Aired 5/1 and 5/8/21)

4) EXERCISED 1 - If we are born to walk and run, why do most of us take it easy 
whenever possible? And how do we make sense of all the conflicting, confusing, 
anxiety-provoking information about rest, physical activity and exercise? Human 
Evolutionary Biologist Daniel Lieberman  has written a new book called “Exercised: Why 
Something We Never Evolved to Do Is Healthy and Rewarding.” (Aired 5/15/21)

5) EXERCISED 2 - The notion of exercise is modern, weird and unpleasant, so the best 
way to do more is to find something you enjoy. So says Professor Daniel Lieberman, 
human evolutionary biologist at Harvard University, who has written a new book called 
“Exercised: Why Something We Never Evolved to Do Is Healthy and Rewarding.” (Aired 
5/22/21)



6) HOW TO THINK LONG-TERM IN A SHORT-TERM WORLD 1 - It’s time to trade in 
shortsightedness for long-term thinking. That’s according to author and philosopher 
Roman Krznaric, who writes about the power of ideas to change society in his new book 
The Good Ancestor. (Aired 5/29/21)

7) HOW TO THINK LONG-TERM IN A SHORT-TERM WORLD 2 - Philosopher Roman 
Krznaric outlines practical ways we can retrain our brains to think of the long view, to 
widen our focus, to shift our allegiance from this generation to all humanity—in short, to 
save our planet and our future. (Aired 6/5/21)

9) SEVERE INFORMATION DISORDER 1 - How do we create a universe of truthful 
and verifiable information, available to everyone? We are swimming in a sea of lies, but 
what can we do about it? MIT Open Learning’s Peter Kaufman has some suggestions 
drawn from his book, The New Enlightenment. (Aired 6/12/21)

10) WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP 1 - Julie Gillard, former Prime Minister of Australia 
(2010 – 2013) and co-author of a new book, Women and Leadership, explores gender 
bias and asks why there aren’t more women in leadership roles. (Aired 6/19/21)

11) WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP 2 - Co-author of a new book WOMEN AND 
LEADERSHIP, Julia Gillard (former PM Australia) interviewed women world leaders and  
investigates questions raised by the lack of women leaders in the national arena. (Aired 
6/26/21)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 9:45 AM and 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at 
http://www.wcny.org) Here are the programs that aired in April, May and June 2021.
 

1) The panelists discuss how gun laws are pre-empted by local jurisdiction. 
How can anything get passed? Next, they discuss the Two Trillion Dollar 
Infrastructure plan introduced by President Biden. Is it enough, or too 
much? Finally, should there be a gas tax to help pay for the Infrastructure 
plan? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 4/3/21)

2) The panel talks about the new Georgia election law, is the law anti-
democratic or are the Democrats and the President overreacting? Next the 
talk about the New York State Budget, is 212 Billion too much? Finally a 
look at recent Asian American attacks going on in our country, is it because 
of COVID or is there another reason this group is being attacked verbally 
and physically? (Underwriters: Peace Train; Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 4/10/21)

3) The panelists discuss whether President Biden will in fact pack the Supreme 
Court by adding 4 chairs. Next they talk about how large corporations and 
the Republican Party have a history of being aligned until certain social 



issues have arisen. Is this the new trend? And finally, did schools over-react 
when it came to keep kids out of the classroom during COVID. (Underwriter: 
Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 4/17/21) 

4) The panel dives into the verdict of Derek Chauvin; does this change 
anything going forward? Next they discuss the legislation passed of 
Employee Councils to keep workers safe from things like the pandemic. Is 
this a good idea or a waste of time? Finally, are our Ivory Tower panelists 
snobs? Find out how one study rates New York.(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of 
NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 4/24/21)  

5) The panel discusses the fact that New York State lost 1 seat in Congress 
due to the recent census. What can be done about the thousands of people 
not counted by the census? Next, the discuss the Supreme Court hearing 
arguments about a Cheerleader's right to free speech. Last, they talked 
about Congress looking into reparations and apologies for descendants of 
people who suffered through slavery.(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 5/1/21) 

6) The panelists discuss President Biden's 4 trillion dollar infrastructure plan. 
Will that mean higher taxes? Next they talk about the President waiving the 
intellectual property rights for the COVID vaccine. Is that enough to keep 
other countries fully stocked? And finally, do you have to give up hamburger 
to help solve the climate crisis? Find out why that might indeed be true. 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 5/8/21)  

7) The panel discusses Liz Cheney being voted out of a key position for the 
Republicans. Where is the Republican Party headed? Next, they discussed 
police reform. Should police officers have qualified immunity or not? Finally 
a discussion about energy. From pipelines, to wind, to nuclear, what are the 
answers to the world's energy problem? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 5/15/21)

8) Host Barbara Fought and panelists Kristi Andersen, Rick Fenner, Ben 
Baughman, and Tara Ross reflect on the January 6th storming of the 
Capitol and its significance today; the potential change from winner-takes-all 
to ranked-choice voting; and how to deal with higher-than-normal 
unemployment rates in Central New York. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 5/22/21) 



9) Panelists discuss the one-year anniversary of George Floyd's death, should 
policing change a year later? Next they talked about eliminating the 
filibuster. What are the pros and cons of doing this? Finally, we introduce 
our new panelist, Aniban Acharya, who talks about the Israeli-Palestine 
conflict history. Should the Middle East be separated into two groups? 
(Underwriters: Peace Train; Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
5/29/21)    

10) The panelists discuss racial disparities in student loan debt; how should this 
rising debt be forgiven? Next, they consider if New York should follow 
seventeen other states in adopting elder parole. At what age should 
incarcerated people become eligible? The panelists also cover the 
possibility of extra-terrestrial life forms. They may exist, but are they visiting 
Earth? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 6/5/21) 

11) The panelists first discuss Critical Race Theory. Should it be taught in the 
classrooms? Next they talk about Joe Manchin writing an op-ed on how he's 
against the voting rights bill and other democratic led legislation. Finally, a 
push from Joe Biden concerning corporate tax rates. Will this work to bring 
more money to the U.S.? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) 
(Aired 6/12/21) 

12) The panelists discuss President Biden's attendance at the G7 summit; what 
does competition with China look like? Plus, they cover the decision of the 
Associated Press to not release photos of those who commit 
misdemeanors- is this the right decision? Finally, panelists wonder about a 
return to normal after Covid; will society ever be the same? (Underwriter: 
Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 6/19/21)

13) The panelists discuss what kind of role should Congress play when it 
comes to voting requirements versus the state. Moving to the Supreme 
Court, college athletes and fans took notice this week of an anti-trust case 
brought by players. They asked to change NCAA rules prohibiting athletes 
from getting more educational benefits. Finally, the panelists discuss the 
Supreme Court's role with free speech. (Air 6/26/21)

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also 
posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together 
a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each 



program has a guest speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose 
questions after each talk. Here are the shows that aired in April and May 2021.

1) Topic: “Syracuse Surge, the City of Syracuse’s strategy for economic 
growth.”  Our guests were Jen Tift, deputy commissioner at the Department 
of Neighborhood and Business Development with the City of Syracuse; Laiza 
Semidey, Syracuse Surge workforce manager at CenterState CEO; and 
Caitlin Moriarty, director of operations at the Tech Garden. (Aired 4/4/21) 

2) Guest: Laurie Black, director of the Early Childhood Alliance of Onondaga. 
She spoke about the organization and their work in Central New York. (Aired 
4/11/21) 

3) Guest: Syracuse City Schools Superintendent Jaime Alicea. He spoke about 
his work with the school district, and how it has adapted to meet changing 
public health guidelines. This was a collaboration with FOCUS Greater 
Syracuse. (Aired 4/18/21)

4) Guest: New York State Assemblymember Pamela J. Hunter. She spoke 
about her work in the State Assembly.(Aired 4/25/21)

5) Guest: Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh, who spoke about his work as mayor and 
priorities for the city. (Last show of season) (Aired 5/2/21)

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program broadcast from the 
Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third floor of the State Capitol 
in Albany. The host is David Lombardo. The show features interviews with important 
newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political reporters who work the 
Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state including The New York 
Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News Service and the Associated 
Press. It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the broadcast on various public 
radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It also runs at 11:15 AM on 
Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 
explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by David Chanatry, Professor of 
Journalism at Utica College, Director of the New York Reporting Project, and host of 



WCNY-TV’s “Ivory Tower.” Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for April, May, and 
June 2021.

1) “COVID-19: One Year Later” (Underwriting: Woodlawn Cemetery and Excellus 
BCBS) One year ago, the novel coronavirus broke out in the states. More than a 
half million Americans have succumbed to the virus, and the Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation warns that the death toll could reach 600,000 by June. As 
governments race to distribute vaccines to the public, there is no certain end in 
sight to this pandemic.(Audio aired on ReadOut at 7:00 AM on Thursday, 4/1/21; 
2:15 PM on Saturday, 4/3/21; 1:45 PM on Monday, 4/5/21; and Tuesday, 4/6/21 
at 12:15 PM)

2) “Free Speech” Harsh criticisms against social media platforms and universities 
have grown more prominent in recent memory. The argument over the definition 
and nature of Free Speech continues to be an impassioned debate. While claims 
of misinformation, and racial division have reached its zenith, social media giants 
and colleges alike are being called into question on how they govern their free 
speech policies. (Audio aired on ReadOut on Monday, 4/26/21 at 1:45 PM; 
Tuesday, 4/27/21 at 1:15 PM; and Wednesday, 4/28/21 at 8:15 AM) 

3) “Legalization of Marijuana in New York State”  On the May edition of Connect: 
NY: Gov. Andrew Cuomo has signed legislation legalizing adult-use cannabis in 
New York. The legislation promises to create thousands of jobs and generate 
millions of dollars in annual tax revenue for The Empire State. Meanwhile, 
opponents of the bill’s passage cite health and public safety concerns this 
legislation could have on New Yorkers. (Audio aired on ReadOut on Thursday, 
5/20/21 at 7:00 AM; Monday, 5/24/21 at 1:45 PM; and Tuesday, 5/25/21 at 1:15 
AM)

4) “Future of New York’s Climate” As New Yorkers continue to battle the ongoing 
pandemic that has decimated the nation, another battle the state is facing is on 
climate change. Over the past decade, the state has experienced more extreme 
weather events, and temperatures continue to rise. Though Governor Andrew 
Cuomo has taken action to combat the growing crisis, critics feel that the state is 
far behind on its climate promises. (Audio aired on ReadOut on Monday, 6/28/21 
at 1:45 PM; Tuesday, 6/29/21 at 1:15 PM and Wednesday, 6/30/21 at 8:15 AM) 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 



Sound Body is a program from WXXI in Rochester, NY. Each week, host Louise Craig 
shares information to help you manage your overall health and well-being. It airs on 
ReadOut on Sundays at 7:30 AM, and on Saturdays at 6:15 PM. 

Enabled is a program from WXXI in Rochester, NY. Each week, host Nancy Zimmer 
takes a deep look into services, products and issues affecting people with vision loss 
and other disabilities. It airs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 9:15 AM. 


