
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service carried on all three transmitters: 3rd Quarter 2020.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. (Note that some programs are repeated when nothing new 
is produced in a particular week.) Here are program topics from the shows that aired in 
July, August, and September 2020.

1) Bunker Hill 1: Nathaniel Philbrick, author of Bunker Hill: A City, A Siege, A Revolution 
tells the story of the bloody battle in Charlestown on June 17, 1775, which exposed 
leadership problems for both British and American forces and stirred up bitter 
arguments that echoed for decades (Aired 7/4)  

2) Bunker Hill 2: Nathaniel Philbrick, author of Bunker Hill: A City, A Siege, A Revolution 
chronicles the bloody American battle on June 17, 1775, which exposed leadership 
problems for both British and American forces and stirred up bitter arguments that 
echoed for decades. (Aired 7/11)

3) Environmental Illness: Journalist Oliver Broudy explores environmental toxicity and 
the community of the "sensitives" — people with puzzling symptoms resulting from 
exposure to chemicals, fragrances, and cell phone signals, that have no effect on 
“normals.” (Aired 7/18 and 7/25) 

4) The Civil Rights Movement: Yesterday and Today: John Lewis  Recorded in 1984, 
US Congressman John Lewis reflects on his lifetime of working for civil rights, first as a 
young lieutenant of Dr. Martin Luther King and later as a U.S. congressman. Did he see 
progress over his 40-year career?  (Aired 8/1)

5) Future Farming 1 - Hear two farmers who are passionate about smart and 
sustainable ways of growing our food. Addy Shreffler is a young but savvy farmer 
committed to helping others learn how to grow their own food and eat seasonally. 
Michael Chuisano owns the bio-intensive Naked Farm in Marion, New York raising 
micro-greens for local and restaurant consumption. (Aired 8/8)

6) Future Farming 2  - Ronnie Cummings is an organic farming guru and runs farming 
schools in Minnesota and Mexico where he teaches bio-dynamics; Ronnie is also 
author of GRASSROOTS RISING. (Aired 8/15, 8/22, and 8/29)

7) On Fire - Part 1 - Author and journalist Naomi Klein discusses her new book On Fire: 
The (Burning) Case for a Green New Deal, a  far-ranging exploration of the climate 
crisis, as well as the rising political movement demanding a Green New Deal.(Aired 9/5) 

8) On Fire - Part 2 -- Author and activist Naomi Klein continues the conversation about 
her new book about the urgency of coping with climate change, On Fire: The (Burning) 
Case for a Green New Deal. (Aired 9/12)



9) The Alchemy Of Us -  Ainissa Ramirez  talks about her latest book which looks at 
world-changing technologies and examines how we shape inventions out of matter, and 
then how those inventions, in turn, shape us – from clocks to silicon chips! (Aired 9/19)

10) Parenting While Black - Writer, poet and teacher Clint Smith in conversation with 
Jude Nixon, Professor of English at Salem State University.  Both men are educators 
and fathers, and their discussion explores what it means to raise children during this 
challenging period of Black Lives Matter. (Aired 9/26)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 9:45 AM and 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at 
http://www.wcny.org) Here are the programs that aired in July, August, and September 
2020.

1) The panelists discuss if now is the time for reparations because of slavery. If 
it is, how exactly would it work? Next, they discuss the recent Supreme 
Court ruling that dealt with abortion. Finally, a look at what a Federal Judge 
ruled that affected Immigrant children at detention sites. (Underwriter: Girl 
Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 7/4)

2) The panelists discuss the Supreme Court case involving the release of 
President Donald Trump's taxes. Next, they talk about the decisions around 
central NY that involved redistricting. Why many people talk about it, but 
rarely ever gets approved. Finally, should international students be forced to 
stay home if college is not in person in the fall? President Trump says yes. 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 7/11)

3) The panelists discuss the growing tensions between the United States and 
China. Have we entered a new era of competition in regard to military, 
economic and ideological fronts? Next they discuss “cancel culture” as a 
sort of modern-day McCarthyism, is tolerance of opinion at an all-time low 
when comes to left vs right? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 7/18) 

4) The panel discusses the Federal response to the Portland protesters. Did 
they over step their boundaries? Should they have been sent in the first 
place? Next, a look a Joe Biden's campaign. Is he doing the right thing to 
stay out of the limelight for the time being? Finally, a look at the arts in 
Central New York, What have some artists been doing with the way COVID 



is keeping people away? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) 
(Aired 7/25)  

5) The Ivorians debate who could be selected as Joe Biden's running mate. 
Then they discuss the latest on the political dilemma surrounding the relief 
bill for millions of Americans. Then they shine light on the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and see exactly how much impact the law has had in its first 
thirty years. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 8/1) 

6) The panel breaks down what the Census will mean for central New Yorkers. 
Also, the Census Bureau also does routine surveys, and one of its latest 
reports shows that more than 24-million people say they have little-to-no 
chance of paying rent this month. And the panel discusses the fiscal 
challenges the US Post Office is facing. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 8/8)  

7) The panel discuss the pick of Kamala Harris as Joe Biden's Vice-President. 
Will she be a positive spark to his campaign or will her record in California 
keep her from winning in November? Next a look at the Conventions. With 
the pandemic, this year conventions will be a lot different, is that change 
here to stay? Finally, should the Internet remain a public entity? 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 8/15)

8) The panelists discuss why is there so much attention on the efficacy of the 
US Post Office. Is voting by mail going to help or hurt the election process? 
Next, the discuss the Democratic National Convention. Finally, a look at the 
hardest hit economies in New York. They seem to be all located in Upstate 
New York. Why? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
8/22) 

9) The panelists discuss how affective the Republican National Convention 
was this past week. Will President Trump get a boost in numbers after the 
event? Did it persuade voters on the fence to vote for their candidate? Next, 
how should protests be handled when they turn violent? Should the National 
Guard be called in? Finally, Is the FDA being careless fast tracking a 
COVID vaccine? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
8/29)    

10) The panelists talk about how kids might adapt to the online setting for 
school. Should kids be there in person? Will the kids have trouble with the 
new ways of learning? Next, they discuss the local congressional races 



between Anthony Brindisi and Claudia Tenney, and between John Katko 
and Dana Balter. Finally, a look at conspiracy theories and how they get 
started and why so many take them to heart. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 9/5) 

11)The panelists discuss a way to make up the incredible hole New York has 
dug itself into during COVID. Is taxing billionaires really the only answer? 
Next, they talk about the messages each presidential candidate is offering 
before the election, will it work, or will it fail? Finally, a look at the lawsuit 
being levied against the NRA. Will this be the end of the origination as we 
know it? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 9/12) 

12) The panelists discuss with all the natural disasters the U.S. has been 
experiencing (fires out west, hurricanes, overall temperature change) should 
the New York States Pension Plan be investing in fossil fuel companies ? 
Next, they discuss whether a stimulus deal will be made before the election; 
Finally, What sort of police reform will make a difference after all the 
protests die down? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
9/19)

13) The panelists discuss what will happen with the Supreme Court after the 
death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Next, was Michael Bloomberg breaking the 
law by paying off fines to convicts in Florida so they could get out and vote 
Democratic? Finally, a special farewell to two panelists that have been on 
the show for the last 14 years. A surprise appearance will be made by 
another Ivory Tower alum. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) 
(Aired 9/26)

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also 
posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together 
a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each 
program has a guest speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose 
questions after each talk. There were no TMR shows due to Syracuse University’s 
summer break in July and August. Here are the topics for September 2020.

1) Guest: Syracuse University Vice-Chancellor Mike Haynie. His topic was 
Syracuse University’s reopening and its response to COVID-19. (Aired 
9/20/20) 

2) Guests: Dr. David Larsen, associate professor at Syracuse University; Dr. 
Hyatt Green, associate professor at SUNY College of Environmental Science 



and Forestry; and Dr. Frank Middleton, associate professor at SUNY Upstate 
Medical University. They spoke about their program to detect and track 
COVID-19 in waste water on and around the Syracuse University campus. 
(Aired 9/27/20)

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program broadcast from the 
Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third floor of the State Capitol 
in Albany. The host is David Lombardo. The show features interviews with important 
newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political reporters who work the 
Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state including The New York 
Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News Service and the Associated 
Press. It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the broadcast on various public 
radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It also runs at 11:15 AM on 
Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 
explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by David Chanatry, Professor of 
Journalism at Utica College, Director of the New York Reporting Project, and host of 
WCNY-TV’s “Ivory Tower.” Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for the third quarter 
of 2020: 

1) “The ADA Today” Three decades later, nearly 70% of individuals with disabilities 
still cannot land a job. We speak with one Syracuse agency who is trying to 
break the stigmas attached to the word "disabled", and we learn from a 
grassroots advocate what is lacking with the ADA in 2020.(Audio aired on 
ReadOut at 1:45 PM on Thursday, 7/30/20 and at 2:15 PM on Saturday, 8/1/20)

2) “Police Reform in New York State” It’s been three months since the death of 
George Floyd at the hands of law enforcement. After his death, protests were 
held around the world standing against the use of excessive force among police 
officers. Fast forward three months, how has law enforcement responded to the 
public’s outcry for reform? (Audio aired on ReadOut at 1:45 PM on Monday, 
8/31/20; also on Tuesday, 9/1/20 at 1:15 PM) 

3) “Single-Payer Health Care” Since 1992, New York State has been attempting to 
pass the New York Health Act, which would install a statewide single-payer 



health plan. While proponents of the NYHA argue it would cover long-term care 
and home-support services, critics of the bill fear the NYHA would impose higher 
taxes while reducing the quality of health care for all New Yorkers. (Audio aired 
on ReadOut on Tuesday, 9/29/20 at 1:15 PM and on Wednesday, 9/30/20 at 
1:15 PM) 

Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. WCNY’s Cycle of Health 
features emotional, first-hand accounts of medical stories, informative discussions with 
health professionals, and the latest in medical science and technology. Viewers can 
learn how the medical community in Central New York is pushing the boundaries of 
what’s possible in healthcare today. Hosted by Dr. Rich O’Neill, Cycle of Health 
explores the topics most important to Central New Yorkers through dynamic story 
telling. Viewers are treated to new ways to improve physical and mental health, tips 
about nutrition, and fitness programs to get the entire family up and moving.. Audio from 
the half-hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at 
midnight, 7:00 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of 
each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Behind the Woman is a weekly half-hour program produced by WCNY-TV and Black 
Cub Productions. Behind the Woman shares personal stories from diverse women 
leaders in order to empower other women to pursue their goals and dreams. Host 
Juhanna Rogers, PhD. is a motivational speaker, commentator, artist, and education 
activist currently residing in Central New York. Dr. Rogers encourages women to live 
out loud and unapologetically, walk into who they are. Videos and podcasts of the 
program are available at http://www.wcny.org/behindthewoman/  Audio from the 
program airs on ReadOut every Wednesday at 1:15 PM. 

1) Finding a Space: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet the woman 
who created the series and learn how her experiences inspired her to create 
spaces for women of color and their allies in Syracuse, NY.(Aired 7/29) 
(Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

2) You're the Last Chance Someone Gave You: On this episode of Behind the 
Woman, we meet Syracuse Deputy Mayor Sharon Owens and learn more about 
how she dedicates her life to paying it forward by giving chances to younger 
generations. (Aired 8/5) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

3) Doing It Afraid: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet actor, 
photographer and HR professional, Vanessa Campbell. Learn more about 
Vanessa and how she lives each day while doing it afraid. (Aired 8/12) 
(Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

4) You’re Not Called to Be Perfect: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet 
Lisa Alford, Commissioner of the Onondaga County Department of Adult and 
Long Term Care Services, and proactive member of the Syracuse community. 
Learn more about Lisa and her lessons in failure and experience, networking, 
and being perfectly “imperfect”. (Aired 8/19) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and 
National Grid)



5) It’s Never Too Late: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet Jasmine 
Coan, aka DJ Bella J. Learn more about Jasmine and how she is using her 
platform to inspire future female DJs. (Aired 8/26) (Underwriting: VIP Structures 
and National Grid)

6) I See It In You: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet Jodi 
DeAugustine, a financial professional who establishes relationships with 
professionals, businesses and community groups to support growth of their 
businesses. She and Juhanna sit down together and talk about financial 
independence, family, and growing pains. (Aired 9/2) (Underwriting: VIP 
Structures and National Grid)

7) Creating a Path: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet Latisia Hall-
Cannon. Syracuse born and raised with a passion for connecting the community, 
she is the founder of UrbanTSyr, a one-stop connection site that bridges the 
community by providing visibility to events, services, activities and resources in 
and around Syracuse. Learn more about Latisia and how she is bridging the gap 
in the Urban community. (Aired 9/9) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and National 
Grid)

8) We Create Our Own Myths: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet 
Syracuse Stage's Director of Community Engagement and Education, Joann 
Yarrow. Learn how Joann uses theater to address important issues within our 
community. (Aired 9/16) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

9) Black Women in STEM: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet Maya 
Bentley. Maya is an Advanced Product Quality Planning Engineer at Fairbanks 
Morse Engine. Learn more about Maya and how she makes time in her busy 
schedule to pursue hobbies and interests. (Aired 9/23) (Underwriting: VIP 
Structures and National Grid)

10)The Art of Activism: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet Cjala 
Surratt. Cjala is a social activist, an artist, and a communications professional. 
Learn more about Cjala and how she uses art to address important topics within 
our community. (Aired 9/23) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 

Sound Body is a program from WXXI in Rochester, NY. Each week, host Louise Craig 
shares information to help you manage your overall health and well-being. It airs on 
ReadOut on Sundays at 7:30 AM, and on Saturdays at 6:15 PM. 

Enabled is a program from WXXI in Rochester, NY. Each week, host Nancy Zimmer 
takes a deep look into services, products and issues affecting people with vision loss 
and other disabilities. It airs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 9:15 AM. 


