
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service carried on all three transmitters: 1st Quarter 2021.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. Here are program topics from the shows that aired in 
January, February and March 2021.

1) CAN WE SAVE JOURNALISM IN AMERICA? Part 1 - Respect for a free press is the 
cornerstone of democracy. But after all the fake news and tweeted lies, what will it take 
to restore public confidence and trust in American journalism? Charlie Sennott, founder 
of The Ground Truth Project and journalist Matt Taibbi share ideas for saving 
journalism. (Aired 1/2/21)  

2) CAN WE SAVE JOURNALISM IN AMERICA? - Part 2 - After all the fake news and 
tweeted lies, what will it take to restore public confidence and trust in American 
journalism? Charlie Sennott of The Ground Truth Project and journalist Matt Taibbi are 
joined by a couple of young journalists working for Report for America. (Aired 1/9/21)

3) DOES COVID-19 SIGNAL THE END OF THE AMERICAN ERA?  - Cultural 
anthropologist Wade Davis recently attracted global attention with his opinion piece in 
Rolling Stone magazine raising this question: Does Covid-19 signal the end of the 
American era? Why did he ask this disturbingly profound question and why has it struck 
a chord around the world? (Aired 1/16/21) 

4) EXERCISED 1 - If we are born to walk and run, why do most of us take it easy 
whenever possible? And how do we make sense of all the conflicting, confusing, 
anxiety-provoking information about rest, physical activity and exercise? Human 
Evolutionary Biologist Daniel Lieberman  has written a new book called “Exercised: Why 
Something We Never Evolved to Do Is Healthy and Rewarding.” (Aired 1/23/21)

5) EXERCISED 2 - The notion of exercise is modern, weird and unpleasant, so the best 
way to do more is to find something you enjoy. So says Professor Daniel Lieberman, 
human evolutionary biologist at Harvard University, who has written a new book called 
“Exercised: Why Something We Never Evolved to Do Is Healthy and Rewarding.” (Aired 
1/30/21)

6) LEARNING TO LOOK - Art critic Sebastian Smee and Paul Tucker, curator of the 
Monet exhibitions at Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts discuss the ways that looking at a 
work of art can open it up to reveal a rich web of information about the work itself, its 
maker and the society in which it was created. How does a work of art become 
meaningful for the beholder? Where can that appreciation lead the ordinary person?  
(Aired 2/6/21)

7) HOW TO THINK LONG-TERM IN A SHORT-TERM WORLD 1 - It’s time to trade in 
shortsightedness for long-term thinking. That’s according to author and philosopher 



Roman Krznaric, who writes about the power of ideas to change society in his new 
book. “The Good Ancestor”. (Aired 2/13/21)  

8) HOW TO THINK LONG-TERM IN A SHORT-TERM WORLD 2 - Philosopher Roman 
Krznaric outlines practical ways we can retrain our brains to think of the long view, to 
widen our focus, to shift our allegiance from this generation to all humanity—in short, to 
save our planet and our future. (Aired 2/20/21)

9) MARKERS AND REMINDERS - Denise Simmons, Cambridge City Councilor and 
Imari Paris Jeffries, Director of King Boston discuss the significance of local and 
national historical markers and monuments with regard to black icons and community 
activists including Boston's planned “Embrace” memorial to Dr. King. (Aired 2/27/21)

10) LIVING WHILE BLACK - Clint Smith is a writer and teacher. He currently teaches 
writing and literature in the DC Central Detention facility. His essays, poems, and 
scholarly writing have been published in The New Yorker, The New York Times 
Magazine, and The Atlantic. (Aired 3/6/21)

11) HOW TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATION 1 - Discover the art of building a 
good dialogue!   Fred Dust and Seth Henderson consider ways to have constructive 
conversations which are critical to problem-solving in all sorts of different settings, from 
schools to non-profits and governments. (Aired 3/13/21)

12) HOW TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS 2 - Author Fred Dust and Seth 
Henderson of the Better Arguments Project consider ways to have constructive 
conversations which are critical to problem-solving in all sorts of different settings from 
schools to non-profits and governments. (Aired 3/20/21)

13) WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP 1 - Hear a powerful call to action for achieving equality 
in leadership from Julie Gillard, former Prime Minister of Australia (2010 – 2013) as she 
reflects on her new book “Women and Leadership.” (Aired 3/27/21)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 9:45 AM and 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at 
http://www.wcny.org) Here are the programs that aired in January, February and March 
2021. 

1) 2020 In Review: This week on Ivory Tower, the panelists discuss the 
biggest stories of 2020. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) 
(Aired 1/2/21)

2) The panelists talk about the unprecedented week with protesters breaking 
into the Capitol Building while Congress was counting the electoral college 
votes to make Joe Biden the new President. They also discussed the 
senate races in Georgia, follow by a quick wraparound of what currently is 



the state of Democracy. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) 
(Aired 1/9/21)

3) The panelist discuss the 2nd impeachment of Donald Trump. Should the 
President go to trial even if he is no longer President? Should Congress 
focus on what Biden will want to accomplish? Next, a disagreement ensues 
between two panelists, one who thinks the Republican Party will bounce 
back and one who does not believe this is the case. Finally, a look at the 
week-long State of the State address. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 1/16/21) 

4) The Joe Biden Era has begun, and the panelists take a look at his first few 
days and the impressions he has made on them so far. Next, a look at how 
President Donald Trump will be remembered in the history books. Finally, 
the Supreme Court will look at a case involving a high school cheerleader 
who ranted on social media about not making the team and the school 
punished her for it. Does she have a case? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 1/23/21)  

5) The panelists discuss where they think the Republican Party is headed, now 
that it looks like former President Trump will be impeached for a second 
time. Next, they talk about censorship in social media. Are businesses like 
Facebook going about this the correct way? Finally, a look at care homes. 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 1/30/21) 

6) The Panelists discuss the apparent miscalculation of nursing home deaths 
from COVID. Is the Governor to blame? Next, what's going on with the next 
stimulus check? Why are the two sides so far apart? Finally, a look at the 
NY State Republican Party. Is this party heading for trouble? Are they 
already in trouble? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
2/5/21)  

7) The panelist discuss former President Trump's second impeachment. Does 
it make sense to go through it know the probable outcome is already 
known? Next they discuss whether Executive Orders are something good, 
bad or needed at all. Finally a hearty discussion on whether raising the 
minimum wage to 15 dollars an hour is good for the economy and the 
citizens of the U.S.A.(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
2/12/21)

8) The panelists discuss if Governor Cuomo is in trouble after the fallout from 
covering up the number of COVID deaths in nursing homes. Next, they talk 



about President Joe Biden's gun laws; should they be enacted going 
forward? Finally, a look at prison closures in New York State. Should the 
state weigh in the number of job loses this will most likely cause? 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 2/20/21) 

9) The panelists discuss Congressman John Katko's statement regarding 
boycotting the Olympics. Should the United States follow through and not 
send its athletes over? Next, they talk about Ithaca's new way of policing. 
Mayor, Svante Myrick wants to create a new department of Community 
Solutions and Public safety. Will it work? Finally, a look at the Oneida 
Election Commission and what went wrong. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 2/27/21)    

10) The panelists discuss a bill that was passed expanding voter rights. Does 
this bill do enough? Is it the right bill at the right time? Also, a clear look at 
the struggles of New York Governor Andrew Cuomo. Should he resign or 
remain in office. Finally, a look at a judge putting a temporary hold on 
restaurants closing at 11pm. Should a judge be making decision on COVID- 
related topics? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
3/6/21) 

11) The panelists discuss President Biden's Recovery Act. Is it too much, not 
enough or just right? Next, they discuss a bill that was passed in the house 
regarding boosting workers’ rights, and answer the question, “Is Labor 
back?” Finally, a continued look at Governor Cuomo's legal troubles. Is it 
too much of a distraction, and should he resign, or should the investigation 
continue? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 3/13/21) 

12) The panelists discuss whether or not to eliminate the filibuster; They then 
talk about the rate of people getting the COVID vaccine, and whether the 
government should mandate it. Finally, a look at domestic terrorism and 
whether more laws need to be added to deal with the growing cases. 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 3/20/21)

13)The panelists discuss what the budget might look like this year after the 
pandemic economy New York as gone through. How will the deficit be made 
up? Next they talk about the problems at the border. Is it really a surge like 
some in the media are portraying? Finally, a look at what might be an 
update to the 1964 Civil Rights Act, this time involving the LGBTQ 
population. (Air 3/27/21)



Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also 
posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together 
a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each 
program has a guest speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose 
questions after each talk. Here are the shows that aired in February and March 2021.

1) Topic: “U.S. Politics in 2021.”  Our guests were WCNY’s “Ivory Tower” 
panelists Luke Perry from Utica College, Kristi Andersen from Syracuse 
University, and Bob Spitzer from SUNY Cortland. Barbara Fought from 
Syracuse University was the moderator. (Aired 2/7/21) 

2) Guest: John Katko, U.S. representative for New York’s 24th congressional 
district. He spoke about the new Congress, bipartisanship, and his role as 
the ranking member of the Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection and 
Innovation Subcommittee. (Aired 2/14/21) 

3) Guest: Cedric Bolton, poet and adjunct professor at Syracuse University. 
Professor Bolton spoke about Black History Month. (Aired 2/21/21)

4) Guest: Nancy Eaton, executive director of the United Way of Central New 
York. She spoke about the agency’s history in the community and how it has 
adapted to the changing times. (Aired 2/28/21)

5) Topic: ““Variations on a Theme”: How Symphoria, the professional orchestra 
of Central New York, uses creativity, resilience and transparency to keep the 
music playing through COVID-19. (Aired 3/7/21)

6) Topic: “Women’s History Month.” Our guest speaker was Sally Roesch 
Wagner, founder and executive director of the Matilda Joslyn Gage Center 
for Social Justice Dialogue.. (Aired 3/14/21) 

7) Topic: “Helio Health” A panel from Helio Health gave an overview of the 
organization, as well as their work to combat the opioid and mental health 
crises in Central New York. (Aired 3/21/21)

8) Topic: “Syracuse Blueprint 15” a panel of speakers discussed Syracuse 
Blueprint 15. They were: Stephanie Pasquale, director of neighborhood 
advancement at the Allyn Family Foundation; Arlaina Harris, director of 
community partnerships at Blueprint 15; and Bill Simmons, executive director 
of the Syracuse Housing Authority. (Aired 3/28/21) 

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program broadcast from the 
Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third floor of the State Capitol 
in Albany. The host is David Lombardo. The show features interviews with important 



newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political reporters who work the 
Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state including The New York 
Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News Service and the Associated 
Press. It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the broadcast on various public 
radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It also runs at 11:15 AM on 
Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 
explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by David Chanatry, Professor of 
Journalism at Utica College, Director of the New York Reporting Project, and host of 
WCNY-TV’s “Ivory Tower.” Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for January, 
February and March 2021.

1) “Surviving COVID-19 Through an Economic Recession” On the December 
edition of Connect: NY: New York’s small businesses are facing an 
unprecedented economic disruption due to the Coronavirus outbreak. With mass 
layoffs and closures occurring, employers are left with more questions than 
answers. Businesses planned to seek funding through the Coronavirus Aid, but 
many are facing difficulties establishing eligibility.(Audio aired on ReadOut at 
1:45 PM on Monday, 1/25/21; 1:15 PM on Tuesday, 1/26/21; and Wednesday, 
1/27/21 at 8:15 AM)

2) “The State of Our City” The Connect: NY panelists gather for a special live 
episode following Mayor Ben Walsh's State of Our City address to the citizens of 
Syracuse. (Audio aired on ReadOut at 7 AM on Thursday, 1/28/21; also 
Saturday, 1/30/21 at 2:15 PM) 

3) “Push for Criminal Justice Reform”  It’s been two years since the state 
Legislature approved a package of criminal justice reforms including swift trials, 
and bail reforms. After April’s rollbacks to bail reform, progressive activists and 
lawmakers are now calling on Democrats to pass sweeping criminal justice 
reform this year now that the party has a supermajority in the state Senate. 
(Audio aired on ReadOut at 1:45 PM on Monday, 3/1/21; Tuesday, 3/2/21 at 1:15 
PM; and Wednesday, 3/3/21 at 8:15 AM)

4) “COVID-19: One Year Later” One year ago, the novel coronavirus broke out in 
the states. More than a half million Americans have succumbed to the virus, and 



the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation warns that the death toll could 
reach 600,000 by June. As governments race to distribute vaccines to the public, 
there is no certain end in sight to this pandemic. (Underwriters: Woodlawn 
Cemetery and Excellus BCBS) (Audio aired on ReadOut on Monday, 3/29/21 at 
1:45 PM; Tuesday, 3/30/21 at 1:15 PM and Wednesday, 3/31/21 at 8:15 AM) 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 

Sound Body is a program from WXXI in Rochester, NY. Each week, host Louise Craig 
shares information to help you manage your overall health and well-being. It airs on 
ReadOut on Sundays at 7:30 AM, and on Saturdays at 6:15 PM. 

Enabled is a program from WXXI in Rochester, NY. Each week, host Nancy Zimmer 
takes a deep look into services, products and issues affecting people with vision loss 
and other disabilities. It airs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 9:15 AM. 


