
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service: 1st Quarter 2019.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut, and every Monday at 
12:04 AM on Classic FM. Cambridge Forum comes from WGBH Boston. Here are 
program topics from the shows that aired in January, February, and March 2019. (Note: 
No underwriting on this program)

1) MONSANTO: Sheldon Krimsky. Professor of Urban and Environmental Policy and 
Planning at Tufts University discusses the implications of the first historic verdict against 
Monsanto that opens the door to thousands of similar civilian litigation suits regarding 
cancer caused by pesticides. (Aired 1/5 and 1/7)

2) RECLAIMING CONVERSATION - PART 1: Most conversations today involve 
distracted people looking at their phones and not their partners. This, according to 
Sherry Turkle, Professor of the Social Studies of Science and Technology at MIT. is 
leading to a "crisis of empathy" at work, at home and in our public life. (Aired 1/12 and 
1/14) 

3) FAREWELL AMERICA: Chris Hedges, columnist for Truthdig and former NYT foreign 
correspondent, returns to the Forum in a vigorous attempt to jolt us out of our 
complacency about the current state of American affairs - while there is still time. (Aired 
1/19 on ReadOut only)

4) AMERICA: THE FAREWELL TOUR: Chris Hedges' latest book is “America: The 
Farewell Tour.” He writes: “It is impossible for any doomed population to grasp how 
fragile the decayed financial, social and political system is on the eve of implosion.” 
Hedges is joined in conversation with Christopher Lydon, host of Open Source. (Aired 
1/26 and 1/28; repeated on 2/2 and 2/4 due to no new program)

5) HOW STORYTELLING SHAPED THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD PART 2: Martin 
Puchner continues the conversation about his book, “The Written World" which tackles 
4000 years of literature. From Mesopotamia to the moon landing, storytelling and words 
have shaped the history of the world. (Aired 2/9 and 2/11; also aired 2/16 and 2/18)

6) PUBLIC LANDS 1: Stephen Nash, author of 'Grand Canyon for Sale'   discusses the 
precarious future of our national parks, monuments and wilderness. Nash warns that 
America’s public lands will “tumble away” unless people act to counter development and 
climate change that could dislocate wildlife populations and plants across many 
thousands of square miles of the national landscape. (Aired 2/23 and 2/25) 

9) PUBLIC LANDS 2: MIchael Brune, Executive Director of the Sierra Club discusses 
the threats facing our public parks and wilderness in the era of Trump. Faced with the 
very real prospect that development, coupled with climate change, could dislocate 
wildlife populations and vegetation across many thousands of square miles of the 
national landscape, what if anything can we do about it? (Aired 3/2 and 3/4) 



10) DREAM MACHINE 2: Princeton University professor and author of Undocumented 
Dan-El Padilla Peralta shares more of the story of his own American dream journey.  
His life has taken him from the Dominican Republic to a  New York City homeless 
shelter as an undocumented immigrant, and eventually rising to the top of his Princeton 
class. What lessons might be drawn from Undocumented to shed light on the plight of 
America’s undocumented? (Aired 3/9 and 3/11) 

11) LIVING WITH ROBOTS 1: Computers are learning to read our emotions and it is big 
business. Alexa will soon be servicing all our needs.  But can we really trust the robots? 
Judith Shulevitz, from the Atlantic Monthly and Maxim Pozdorovkin, film-maker of “The 
Truth About Killer Robots,” discuss the future of robots. (Aired 3/16 and 3/18)

12) LIVING WITH ROBOTS 2: Computers are learning to read our emotions and it is big 
business. Alexa will soon be servicing all our needs.  But can we really trust the robots? 
Judith Shulevitz, from the Atlantic Monthly and Maxim Pozdorovkin, film-maker of “The 
Truth About Killer Robots,” discuss the future of robots. (Aired 3/23 and 3/25)

13) GOOD AND MAD - PART 1: Rebecca Traister, author and NY magazine journalist, 
examines the history of feminism and the #Metoo movement in the light of recent 
political events in Washington and beyond. (Aired 3/30 and 4/1)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on Classic FM at 12:30 
AM on Mondays.  We also use the audio from this program on ReadOut on Saturdays 
at 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at http://www.wcny.org) Here are the 
programs that aired in January, February, and March 2019. (Note: No underwriting on 
this program)

1) The panelists discuss the new Congress but the same division over the wall. 
Why can't they make a deal? Next, they talk about which Democrat could be a 
challenger to President Trump in 2020; Finally, they turn to Albany and discuss 
the distance between Cuomo and the democrats in the state senate and 
assembly. How serious is the divide? (Aired 1/5 and 1/7)  

2) The panelists discuss the government shutdown and after President Trump's 
speech, how will this unfold? Can the president demand, with an executive order, 
that the wall be put up? Then a discussion on whether family paid leave should 
be a Federal priority. Finally, why is lead poisoning a major problem in the city of 
Syracuse? (Aired 1/12 and 1/14)  

3) The panelists discuss the man who will most certainly be our next Attorney 
General. Will he protect the Mueller investigation? Does he believe the Executive 
Power has more authority then the rest of the branches? Then they discuss the 
problems with the V-A system. Will privatization be the answer? Finally, a look at 
Governor Cuomo's wish list (Aired 1/19 and 1/21)  



   
4) The panelists discuss moves by Governor Cuomo this week, including the 
Reproductive Health Act and the state's Dream Act, allowing illegal immigrants to 
get state aid for college. Next, they discuss the media and news stories that are 
told that may or may not be accurate, and then they end with a look at taxing the 
wealthy more than they are currently taxed. (Aired 1/26 and 1/28)  

5) The panelists discuss the gun case the Supreme Court will soon be taking up. 
It's a New York City law that prohibits transporting guns outside city limits. Will 
this case clarify the Heller decision? Next, a bill called the Stop Stupidity Act, that 
would stop the Government from shutting down. Would it take away the pressure 
to make a deal? Finally, should the citizenship question be on the census in 
2020? (Aired 2/2 and 2/4)  

 
6) The panel discusses the issues in Virginia; what kind of tolerance should we 
have for officials that appear to be once racist? Then they look at the State of the 
Union, what if anything significant, came from it? Finally, a look at the 
Venezuelan government. (Aired 2/9 and 2/11)

7) The panel discusses the budget deal the president will sign, and when he 
does, he will declare a national emergency. Will he succeed in getting the money 
Congress said "no" to? Next, the Green New Deal, is it logical or looney? Finally, 
a look at the latest poll numbers for Governor Andrew Cuomo. What is going on 
with the unfavorable numbers? (Aired 2/16 and 2/18) 

8) The panel discusses the evolution of the power of the president. Who began 
the trend, and what is the reason it’s gotten to where it is today? Next, a look a 
socialism. What does that word mean today as opposed to 50 years ago? Does it 
still have a negative connotation to it, if someone is labeled a socialist? Finally, 
why has there been a rash of teacher strikes throughout the country? (Aired 2/23 
and 2/25) 

9) The panelists discuss the conference called by Pope Francis to address sex 
abuse by priests. Was this meeting about damage control or was it to enact real 
change? Next, the question of citizenship. Should a woman who married an ISIS 
fighter be allowed back into the United States? Also, is it finally time after the 
Zion Williamson shoe blowout, to pay athletes in college? (Aired 3/2 and 3/4)

10) The decision regarding I 81 is likely to be made "sooner rather than later". 
Will it be a bridge, tunnel or hybrid? The panelists discuss why different options 
work and don't work. Next, a discussion concerning Ilhan Omar and her latest 
statements. Were they anti-Semitic, or are people just using that term to shut 
down legitimate policy debate? Finally, are there no longer Democratic 
moderates? (Aired 3/9 and 3/11) 



11) First, should an elected official should be able to hold a job another job while 
in office? Next, the current scandal that involves high profile parents paying extra 
to get their child accepted to a University they probably wouldn't get accepted to. 
They also discuss cheating on standardized test to make the path easier to get 
in. Finally, how worried should we be about climate change? (Aired 3/16 and 
3/18) 

12) The panelists discuss regulating social media after live video of the massacre 
in New Zealand was put out on Facebook Live. next, they discuss the growing 
liberal idea of expanding the Supreme Court to include more justices; Finally, 
they turn to Albany and talk about now that the Democrats are in the majority will 
election finance reform ever become a reality. (Aired 3/23 and 3/25)

13) The panelists discuss whether the public has the right to know what was in 
the Mueller Report after it was delivered to the Attorney General. Next, they talk 
about whether tweets on Twitter are public forums, or can the president or any 
public figure can block people from their personal account? Finally, why has it 
taken New York so long to reform the cash bail system? (Aired 3/30 and 4/1)

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on WCNY-FM’s main channel every Sunday at 8 
PM and on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also posted on WCNY’s website 
as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together a mix of citizens to learn 
about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each program has a guest 
speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose questions after each talk.  
Here are the programs that aired in February and March 2019. (No shows in January 
due to Syracuse University’s winter break)

1) Guest: Kenton Buckner, Chief of Police for the City of Syracuse. (2/10)
2) Guest: Dr. Shana Gadarian, Associate Professor of Political Science at the 

Maxwell School of Syracuse University, who spoke about gridlock in the U.S. 
Federal Govenment (2/17)

3) Guest: Zuko Gqadavama, Resource Development Coordinator for Inkululeko, a 
nonprofit education program in Makhanda, South Africa. (2/24)

4) Guest: Dustin Czarny, Onondaga County Election Commissioner. (3/3)
5) Guest: Steven Vandewalle, from RocNORML (Rochester National Organization 

for the Reform of Marijuana Laws). He spoke about the positive effects of 
legalized marijuana. (3/10)

6) Guests: Citizen Review Board chair Peter McCarthy and Ranette Releford, 
administrator of the Citizen Review Board. (3/17)

7) Guest: Onondaga County Sheriff Gene Conway. He spoke about the possible 
negative effects of legalized marijuana. (3/24) 



8) Guests: Jill Anderson and Bob Hupp, managing and artistic directors of Syracuse 
Stage. (3/31) 

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program that is produced by WCNY 
and broadcast from the Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third 
floor of the State Capitol in Albany. The show is hosted by Susan Arbetter, and features 
interviews with important newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political 
reporters who work the Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state 
including The New York Times, Newsday, the Albany Times-Union, Gannett News 
Service and the Associated Press.  It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the 
broadcast on various public radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It 
also runs at 11:15 AM on Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website 
(http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that usually airs monthly. 
According to the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, 
information and analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire 
State.  Tackling those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across 
the state, we will explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues 
unfolding at the state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain 
the perspective of those in government, labor and environmental organizations, 
community leadership, law and business, this program aims to shed light on potential 
solutions to the complex problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and 
experts lend their perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by Susan Arbetter, 
WCNY’s Director of Public Affairs Programming and host of WCNY’s state-wide daily 
broadcast radio show “The Capitol Pressroom.”  Here are the Connect: NY programs for 
January, February, and March 2019.: 

1) “The Scoop on the 2019 Legislative Session” Susan Arbetter previews the 2019 
legislative agenda in Albany with 4 veteran journalists and analysts. On the 
agenda? Issues including the legalization of recreational marijuana, aid for both 
K-12 education and higher education; and how the Governor will reconcile his 
“Green New Deal” with the number of pipelines carrying fossil fuels through the 
state. (Audio aired on Classic FM at 12:04 AM, and on ReadOut at 12:45 PM on 
Monday, 1/21/19; also on ReadOut at 1:15 PM on Tuesday, 1/22/19.)

2) “Climate Change in New York: Our Changing Landscape” According to the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the state’s future looks 
warmer and wetter. Carbon dioxide and other potent greenhouse gases remain 
in the atmosphere for decades or even centuries, guaranteeing change even as 
we reduce emissions. The questions are, what is New York doing to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, and are we doing it quickly enough? (Audio aired on 
Classic FM at 12:04 AM and on ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 2/25/18; also 
on Tuesday, 2/26 at 1:15 PM) 

3) “The Pros and Cons of Cannabis Legalization in New York State.” Last year 
when Massachusetts opened its first two recreational marijuana dispensaries, 
they sold over $2 million dollars of product in just five days. Some lawmakers in 



New York State want New York to get into the recreational marijuana business 
as well, but rather than allow corporate actors to run the market, they want low 
wealth and minority communities to benefit. (Audio aired on Classic FM at 12:04 
AM and on ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 3/25/19; also on ReadOut on 
Tuesday, 3/26 at 1:15 PM)

Double Down is an educational quiz program from WCNY-TV, hosted by Noah Eagle. 
Students face challenging questions on science, math, literature, current events and 
other topics, and the three-member high school teams compete for prizes and bragging 
rights. Questions are tied to New York State curriculum, including English, STEM, and 
current events.  Audio from the half-hour show airs on ReadOut every Saturday at 9:45 
AM. Videos of each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV, telling the stories of people 
who are living their way to good health. Cycle of Health provides a new approach to 
talking about health by sharing the intimate stories of people who have overcome health 
challenges. Along with host Angela Moonan, doctors present a multi-faceted view of 
how a health crisis affects individual patients and their families; what happens during 
treatment, recovery; and adapting to a new normal of healthy living. Audio from the half-
hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at midnight, 
7:06 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of each 
show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

SciTech Now is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. SciTech Now tells the stories of 
advancements in technology, science, and many other fields that could shape our future 
in amazing new ways. The half-hour show is comprised of multiple segments that 
originate from PBS stations, including WCNY, in a collaborative network that stretches 
across the country. It also features contributions from Simon Perez. Audio from the 
show runs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 5:45 PM. Videos of each show are available on 
WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind. 
This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting blind people and people with 
low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 
PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 


