
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service carried on all three transmitters: 3rd Quarter 2021.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. Here are program topics from the shows that aired in July, 
August, and September 2021.

1) FRANKLIN AMERICAN - Historian Gordon Wood discusses his book on America’s 
most famous Founding Father, The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin.  How did 
Franklin evolve from British loyalist to American patriot?  Has history inaccurately 
portrayed him? (Aired 7/3/21) 

2) COMING TO OUR SENSES: EMPATHY - The Covid-19 pandemic has created a 
slew of emotional challenges for everyone, from kids to seniors. Now that our social 
skills have atrophied, how will we retrain ourselves to interact with each other again?  
Social scientist Sherry Turkle and psychologist Todd Essig reflect on how the pandemic 
and life on Zoom has affected our emotional lives. (Aired 7/10/21)

3) THE POWER OF ETHICS 1: Author of “The Power of Ethics” Susan Liautaud 
discusses  how ethics can be used to create a sea change of positive decisions that can 
ripple outward to our families, communities, workplaces. (Aired 7/17/21)  

4) THE POWER OF ETHICS 2 -  Susan Liautaud takes questions from the audience 
and discusses how ethics can be used to create a sea change of positive decisions that 
can ripple outward to our families, communities, workplaces, and the wider world—
offering unprecedented opportunity for good. (Aired 7/24/21; repeated on 7/31 and 8/7 
due to a break in production)

5) HAS THE PANDEMIC MADE THE WORLD BETTER? - Despite the damage and 
carnage, the pandemic accelerated our ingenuity and innovation and good things 
happened. Peloton sales exploded, home offices and gyms sprung up in garages, 
people gardened and baked bread. And according to psychologists, 10% of us will 
undergo PTG (post traumatic growth).What good things will you keep from 2020? (Aired 
8/14/21)

4) HOW TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATION 1 - Discover the art of building a 
good dialogue!   Fred Dust and Seth Henderson consider ways to have constructive 
conversations which are critical to problem-solving in all sorts of different settings, from 
schools to non-profits and governments.  (Aired 8/21/21)

5) HOW TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS 2 - Author Fred Dust and Seth 
Henderson of the Better Arguments Project consider ways to have constructive 
conversations which are critical to problem-solving in all sorts of different settings from 
schools, to non-profits and governments. (Aired 8/28/21)



6) WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED FROM THE FIRST COVID WAVE? COVID-19 has 
proved to be the biggest global public health and economic challenge in history. 
Although it has posed the same threat across the globe, countries have responded very 
differently, and some are faring better than others. Speaker is Peter Baldwin, Professor 
of Comparative History at UCLA. (Aired 9/4/21) 

7) WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP 1 - Julie Gillard, former Prime Minister of Australia 
(2010 – 2013) and co-author of a new book, Women and Leadership, explores gender 
bias and asks why there aren’t more women in leadership roles. (Aired 9/11/21)

8) WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP 2 - Co-author of a new book, “Women And 
Leadership”, Julia Gillard (former PM of Australia) interviewed women world leaders and  
investigates questions raised by the lack of women leaders in the national arena. (Aired 
9/18/21)

9) EPIC JOURNEYS OF FREEDOM - Historian Cassandra Pybus traces the lives and 
adventures of the runaway slaves who absorbed the dreams of liberty from their 
masters during the American Revolution and fled to the British to find freedom. Where 
did these hopeful and courageous idealists go? And what kind of lives did they make for 
themselves? (Aired 9/25/21)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 9:45 AM and 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at 
http://www.wcny.org) Here are the programs that aired in July, August, and September 
2021.
 

1) Panelists discuss the rights of transgender people to use a bathroom which 
affirms their identity, is it a victory that the Supreme Court passed on this 
case? They also cover the rent moratorium; is this part of a larger ongoing 
housing crisis? Plus, the panelists consider congressional districts in New 
York; has Trump's interference backfired? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 7/3/21)

2) The panelists explore whether increasing the police ranks actually tamps 
down crime. Earlier this week, U-S Attorney General Merrick Garland put a 
hold on federal executions. The panelists discuss the latest. Finally, over 
this past weekend, a cyber-attack was traced to a group, R-Evil, in Russia. 
The panelists discuss how President Biden should handle the problem. 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 7/10/21)

3) The panelists discuss gun violence; how responsible are gun manufacturers 
versus gun owners? They also cover ranked choice voting; how effective 
was this method in the NYC mayoral race? Plus, the panelists talk about 
plagiarism; how is religion tied to this topic? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 7/17/21)  



4) The panel discusses whether or not state-run facilities where people can go 
to do drugs more safely is a good idea. They then talk about whether the 
Olympics in Japan should continue as planned and finally, what would be 
the best way to get people to vaccinate? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 7/24/21)  

5) The panelists discuss how to limit the misinformation on social media about 
the COVID vaccine. Next, they discuss what Syracuse is going to do with 
the Federal money they received for COVID relief. Finally, is pulling out of 
Afghanistan a good idea, or will the Taliban take over again as soon as 
America is out? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
7/31/21) 

6) The panelists discuss the legality of the federal government extending the 
moratorium on rent payments. Is it time to get renters to begin paying rent? 
Next, should vaccines be mandatory to see a concert or to walk into a 
restaurant? Finally, our economists talk about inflation. At the top of the 
program panelists weigh in on Governor Andrew Cuomo and whether he 
should resign. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
8/7/21)  

7) The panelists discuss the legacy of Andrew Cuomo after he announced he 
was going to be resigning in the next couple of weeks. Was he an effective 
governor? Next they talk about the huge "Infrastructure" bill that was passed 
by the senate. Is the bill worth the U.S. going trillions more in debt? Finally, 
will this be the year the public takes climate change seriously? (Underwriter: 
Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 8/14/21)

8) The panelists discuss the very latest with what is happening with 
Afghanistan. Then the Ivorians discuss whether or not the Americans should 
boycott the upcoming Beijing Olympic games? Finally, with the delta variant 
skyrocketing around the nation, unemployment benefits will soon end for 
millions of Americans. What should be done with pandemic-aid programs 
moving forward? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
8/21/21) 

9) The Ivorians discuss the latest with the ongoing evacuations in Afghanistan. 
Could anyone have expected any better? New York has a new governor. 
We hear from the panel on what they'd like to see Kathy Hochul tackle in 
her first days as governor. Finally, the panelists breakdown the subject on 



criminal justice reforms. Should the Middle East be separated into two 
groups? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 8/28/21)    

10) The panel discusses Joe Biden's first nine months in office. How has he 
done with domestic and foreign affairs policies since he was elected? Next, 
they discuss how important the role of religion is when it comes to politics. 
Finally, they talk about the Supreme Court decision not to strike down the 
new Texas law that prohibits abortions after 6 weeks. (Underwriter: Girl 
Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 9/4/21) 

11) The panelists discuss what has changed in the 20 years after 9/11. Have 
the changes been good or bad? Next they discuss the mandates on 
vaccinations and masks in the classroom. Is this a good idea? Finally, a 
look at a nationally television football game that pitted one high school 
powerhouse against a team that wasn’t even a high school. (Underwriter: 
Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 9/11/21) 

12) The panelists discuss whether the US government should continue giving 
hand-outs to people to help the poverty rate. When is enough enough? Or is 
it ever enough? Next they begin the discussion on why people are hesitant 
to get the vaccine. Finally, a look a Joe Manchin. How does one democratic 
Senator from West Virginia have so much power to stop legislation? 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 9/18/21)

13) The panel discusses the speech given by President Biden at the United 
Nations. Was the effect diminished given all of President Biden's troubles at 
home? Next, they talked about the growing immigration problem and what 
should we do with the number of Haitians crossing the border? Finally, a 
look at Bob Woodward and Robert Costa’s book “Peril”. Should a general in 
the military act alone if needed? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Air 9/25/21)

 

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday during the S.U. 
academic year at 12:15 PM. It is also posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is 
a weekly civic forum bringing together a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss 
community issues and problems.  Each program has a guest speaker or panel of 
experts, and members of the group pose questions after each talk. There were no 
shows in July and August due to S.U.’s summer break. Here are the shows that aired in 
September 2021.



1) Guest: Michael Frasciello, Ph.D., dean of the College of Professional Studies 
(formerly University College). He spoke about the college’s past and current 
work in adult and continuing education, as well as plans for the future. (Aired 
9/19/21) 

2) Guest: Mark Jacobson, Ph.D., assistant dean of the Washington Programs 
at the Maxwell School. He spoke on the history, current situation and the 
future of Afghanistan. (Aired 9/26/21) 

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program broadcast from the 
Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third floor of the State Capitol 
in Albany. The host is David Lombardo. The show features interviews with important 
newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political reporters who work the 
Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state including The New York 
Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News Service and the Associated 
Press. It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the broadcast on various public 
radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It also runs at 11:15 AM on 
Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 
explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by David Chanatry, Professor of 
Journalism at Utica College, Director of the New York Reporting Project, and host of 
WCNY-TV’s “Ivory Tower.” Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for July, August, 
and September 2021.

1) “Employee Benefits and Protections” A return to normalcy is within sight for New 
York, and some people believe it’s time to get back to business. However, part of 
New York’s workforce is earning practically as much, if not more, with 
unemployment assistance as they do while employed. The debate over the 
federal minimum wage raise, and the ongoing argument over gig workers, who 
seek the right to unionize, has reached its zenith.(Audio aired on ReadOut on 
Monday, 7/26 at 1:45 PM; Tuesday, 7/27 at 1:15 PM; and Thursday, 7/29 at 7:00 
AM)

2) “Gun Violence in New York State” An increase in gun violence has led Governor 
Cuomo to declare a state of emergency and pledge millions to reverse the trend, 



attributing it to a lack of programs for at-risk youth, as well as an influx of illegal 
guns across the border. Critics, however, view Cuomo’s order as executive 
overreach and blame the spike on the state relaxing laws such as cash bail. 
(Audio aired on ReadOut on Monday, 8/30/21 at 1:45 PM; Tuesday, 8/31/21 at 
1:15 PM; and Wednesday, 9/1/21 at 8:15 AM) 

3) “The State of Homeownership”  A lack of affordable housing and the economic 
pressures of the pandemic have put stress on landlords, renters, and buyers. But 
did the troubles with housing begin with COVID 19? Since the 2008 recession, 
fewer young adults have the financial means to become homeowners. With 
prices skyrocketing and many relying on rent relief, how can New Yorkers invest 
in their future? (Audio aired on ReadOut on Monday, 9/27/21 at 1:45 PM; 
Tuesday, 9/28/21 at 1:15 PM; and Wednesday, 9/29/21 at 8:15 AM)

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 

Maximum Health Radio is a half-hour program from PRX. Maximum Health Radio, 
hosted by Dr. Ken Gray, is a global lifestyle, health & wellness oriented radio show 
featuring a different influential and innovative guest every week. The focus is always 
where social, environmental, emotional, physical, mental, spiritual and financial health 
resources and advancements meet the public in a way that we can best understand and 
utilize them. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 7:30 AM, and on Saturdays at 6:15 PM. 

Bioneers features “the Bioneers” – social and scientific innovators with breakthrough 
solutions for people and planet. It’s leading-edge – charismatic – provocative – hopeful 
– timely and timeless. These are ardent voices of brilliant visionaries with both feet on 
the ground. They span the arc of the human endeavor transforming today’s crises into a 
future environment of hope. Produced by Bioneers, an internationally acclaimed 
nonprofit educational organization. The half-hour show is distributed by PRX. The show 
airs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 9:15 AM, Sundays at 3:15 PM, Mondays at 7 AM, and 
Thursdays at 6:15 PM.

With Good Reason brings together higher education institutions and Virginia 
Humanities to make scholarly research accessible to all. Each week, we share exciting 
discoveries, rigorous debates, and new knowledge, with host Sarah McConnell guiding 
the conversation. The show has won five Gabriel Awards for Best Documentary or 
Public Affairs Programs and is also the recipient of top honors from the Public Radio 
News Directors, Radio and Television Digital News Association, and the Virginia 
Association of Broadcasters. The hour-long show is distributed by PRX. It airs on 
ReadOut on Thursdays at 1:45 PM, and on Sundays at 2:15 PM.



Got Science? is produced by the Union of Concerned Scientists. The hosts take on 
technology, attacks on science, climate change, and more, as they channel the power 
of science to make the world a better place. The half-hour show is distributed by PRX. It 
airs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 9:15 AM and 5:15 PM.


