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739 Arts and Culture Interview Jim Meadows talks with Peoria native and debut author Ryan Bartlemay about 

his new book "Onward Toward What We're Going Towward." 

1/2/2014 
 

709 Business/Economy Spot 

News 

University of Illinois Economist Fred Giertz agrees with the predictions for a 

strong financial outlook for 2014. 

1/2/2014 
 

721 Environment Interview Interview with meteorologist Mike Tannura. The Winter Storm warning begins 

Saturday afternoon, with at least 4 to 8 inches of snow expected in the 

Champaign-Urbana area. Then bitter cold sets in early next week. 

1/3/2014 
 

740 Environment Interview If you’ve spent time on the University of Illinois campus in Champaign-Urbana, 

you’ve likely noticed the squirrels… and their odd behavior. According to 

mammalian ecologist Ed Heske, they live on campus because in the early 1900’s, 

the UI allotted $125 dollars to introduce squirrels to campus to enhance 

interaction between its students and the natural world. This hour on Focus, we 

talk about the role squirrels play in our environment 

1/3/2014 
 

667 Community Interview As a major winter storm approached the Champaign-Urbana area, Scott 

Cameron talked with Meteorologist Mike Tannura with T-Storm Weather in 

Chicago to give us an idea of what to expect. 

1/4/2014 
 

708 Community Spot 

News 

The heavy winter storm expected for East Central Illinois has already brought on 

the closure of the entire 6th Judicial Circuit Court system on January 7. Chief 

Judge Dan Flannel says it's believed to be a first. 

1/4/2014 
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741 Community Interview According to historian and author Jon Lauck, in comparison to the South, the far 

West and New England, the history of the American Midwest has been far 

overlooked in its importance. This hour on Focus, he talks with host Jim 

Meadows. 

1/6/2014 
 

742 Environment Interview On our monthly gardening program on Focus, host Jim Meadows talks with 

horiculturist Chuck Voigt and Holly Shimizu, Director of the US Botanical 

Gardens about working with herbs 

1/7/2014 
 

674 Environment Spot 

News 

Illinois State Climatologist Jim Angel commented on WILL's Focus that the 

factors that created severe cold snap hitting --- notably the Polar Vortex --- are 

unlikely to come around every year. 

1/7/2014 
 

707 Business/Economy Spot 

News 

Three local business owners and managers (Common Ground Food Co-op, Sam's 

Café, Merry Ann's Diner) discuss the impact of the heavy winter storm on their 

customer base. 

1/7/2014 
 

706 Sports Interview Rocky Vonachen, President of the Peoria Chiefs minor league baseball team, 

discuses former Chief pitcher Greg Maddux, elected to the Major League 

Baseball Hall of Fame Wednesday. 

1/8/2014 
 

743 Government Interview Jim Meadows talks with a Champaign woman stuggling to make her budget 

feasible working for minimum wage. Then, we delve into the debate about 

whether to raise it, or not. 

1/8/2014 
 

744 Health and Health 

Care 

Interview For decades, the message has been that the only way to prevent HIV infection is 

to wear a condom every time you have sex. Jim Pickett, who heads prevention 

advocacy for the AIDS Foundation of Chicago, says that advice will never be 

1/9/2014 
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effective enough to eradicate the disease. 

 

Truvada, a drug made by Gilead, was approved more than a year ago by the FDA 

as another option to prevent the spread of the disease. In clinical trials, it has 

proven more effective in protecting HIV negative people from contracting the 

disease than condom use, but it’s been slow to catch on. This hour on Focus, 

we’ll talk about Truvada, why the HIV community has been slow to embrace the 

drug and how new HIV prevention tools are changing the way we think about 

the disease. Jim Pickett of the AIDS Foundation of Chicago and Mike Benner, 

Executive Director of the Greater Community AID Foundation in Champaign join 

us. 

745 Health and Health 

Care 

Interview About a decade ago, David Stuart MacLean woke up on a train platform in India. 

He had no idea who or where he was and had no money and no passport. He 

came to believe he was a drug addict and spent two days in a psychiatric 

hospital in India chain smoking, writing poetry and hallucinating.  

 

When his parents showed up and told him about what he was actually doing in 

India, he was floored. It was after his parents took him back to his hometown in 

Ohio that he was told his memory loss was caused by a rare reaction to a 

preventative malaria medication he had been taking. This hour on Focus, host 

Jim Meadows talks with MacLean about what it was like to rediscover who he 

was. 

1/13/2014 
 

746 Government Interview Why haven't there been more female governors across the country? And why 

hasn’t there been on specifically in Illinois? During this interivew, Jim Meadows 

talks with Tom Kacich, political reporter for the News-Gazette in Champaign and 

1/14/2014 
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Kelly Dittmar, Dittmar, an Assistant Professor at the Center for American 

Women in Politics at Rutgers University 

747 Community Interview Jim Meadows talks with Griffin Hammond, a Bloomington based filmmaker 

about his new documentary "Sriracha" 

1/15/2014 
 

748 Science and 

Technology 

Interview To start this hour on Focus, host Jim Meadows talks with Milton Mueller, a 

professor in the School of Information Studies at Syracuse University, about 

what the ruling means for the future of the internet and about the importance 

of having an open internet. John Koontz of Champaign-based Wolfram 

Research, operator of the answer engine website Wolfram/Alpha, also joins us. 

He says the possibilities that the ruling creates for the future is worrisome for 

companies like his. Then, Meadows talks with former FCC Commissioner Harold 

Furchtgott-Roth about the FCC's role in regulating internet service. 

1/16/2014 
 

777 Community Interview An Urbana thrift store that’s tied to Champaign’s Center for Women in 

Transition recently expanded. Money from the store supports services for 

women and children. 

1/16/2014 
 

749 Government Interview Jim Meadows talks with researchers at the Illinois Institute for Government and 

Public Affairs about a new study showing the states "pension fix" won't restore 

fiscal health to Illinois. 

1/21/2014 
 

750 Community Interview Jim Meadows talks with Champaign County Sheriff Dan Walsh about the state's 

new conceal and carry law 

1/22/2014 
 

720 Politics/Elections Interview The four men competing for the Republican nomination for governor met in 

Peoria on Thursday night. There were no big blow-ups or arguments. In fact, the 

1/24/2014 
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candidates seem to agree on a lot of policy issues. They were participating in a 

live debate broadcast on public radio and television stations across Illinois. 

751 Arts and Culture Interview Jim Meadows talks with local filmmaker and health care advocate Susan Parenti 

abou ther new film "Health Care in All the Wrong Places." 

1/28/2014 
 

752 Community Interview host Jim Meadows talks with Kate Clancy, an Assistant Professor of 

Anthropology at the University of Illinois. She blogs for the Scientific American 

about “human behavior, evolutionary medicine…..and ladybusiness” and 

recently wrote about the current plight of women in academia. She says the 

kinds of backhandedness that happens online translates into real life 

consequences. Emily Graslie, the producer and host of the Field Museum’s 

behind-the-scenes science vlog “The Brain Scoop,” also joins the show. Her 

recent post “Where My Ladies At?” questions whether more women would 

pursue careers in science if they were met with a different kind of judgment 

from men in the field. 

1/29/2014 
 

753 Education Interview This hour on Focus, host Jim Meadows talks with Champaign native, Erika 

Hayasaki about her new book “The Death Class.” Professor Norma Bowe, who 

teaches one of the most popular courses at Kean University in New Jersey also 

joins the show. We’ll hear what makes the class worth putting your name on a 

three year wait list. 

1/30/2014 
 

754 Business/Economy Interview This hour on Focus, host Jim Meadows talks with Bart Basi, a local business 

owner, about being reimbursed in bitcoin. Jim Angel, Visiting Associate 

Professor at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania from the 

School of Business at Georgetown University, also joins the show. Venture 

capital firms like Anderseen-Horowitz, whose co-founder wrote recently about 

1/31/2014 
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the potential for bitcoin, say bitcoin is a solution to a lot of technical problems 

with online payments. Angel isn’t so sure and joins Focus to talk about the 

merits and problems with bitcoin. 

755 Community Interview Jim Meadows talks with author Clay Risen and two local distillers about the 

"whiskey renaissance" 

2/4/2014 
 

724 Arts and Culture Interview Champaign’s Pogo Studio, which closed its doors recently, has donated its 

archives of master tapes and other memorabilia to the Sousa Archives and 

Center for American Music at the University of Illinois. Interview with Scott 

Schwartz and Rory Grennan of the Sousa Archives. 

2/5/2014 
 

756 Sports Interview Jim Meadows talks with union president Ramogi Huma about Northwestern 

University's Football team's efforts to form a union. Professor Zev Eigen also 

joins the show to talk about what that would mean for college sports 

2/6/2014 
 

719 Community Feature Snowfall Makes Mobility Nearly Impossible For Wheelchair Users 

More than 30 inches of snow have fallen on Champaign-Urbana this winter. Too 

often in this weather, property owners neglect shoveling city sidewalks. That 

can make it nearly impossible for some people to get around safely, including 

those who use a wheelchair or have trouble seeing well. 

2/6/2014 
 

778 Education Feature The University of Illinois hosted a forum on digital hate and civil discourse on 

Thursday night, following a recent barrage of racist and sexist tweets targeting 

the chancellor on the Urbana campus. 

2/7/2014 
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757 Government Interview Jim Meadows talks with a student at the University of Illinois from Ukraine 

about the civil unrest and culture there. Professor Carol Leff also joins the 

conversation. 

2/11/2014 
 

758 Sports Interview Jeff Bossert and Scott Cameron talk with Illinois olympians, including 

speedskater Bonnie Blaire, about the games in Sochi and about their olympic 

experiences 

2/12/2014 
 

759 Community Interview Jim Meadows talks with Professor Brian Dolinar about his book "The Negro in 

Illinois: The WPA Papers." 

2/13/2014 
 

718 Community Interview The Urbana Free Library announced a new executive director Friday. Celeste 

Choate takes over from Debra Lissak, the previous director who agreed to step 

down early after a controversy over the way she weeded books from the 

collection. 

2/14/2014 
 

760 University of Illinois Interview Scott Cameron talks with Prof. and founder of the Insect Fear Film Fesitval, May 

Berenbaum about this year's festival. We also talk about new research about 

how pesticides are affecting the bees 

2/18/2014 
 

733 Community Spot 

News 

Urbana and Champaign have stepped up efforts to repair a number of potholes 

from the harsh winter. In Urbana, two lanes of Windsor Road were closed - 

which was severely effect by cold and heavy snowfall. 

2/20/2014 
 

732 Business/Economy Spot 

News 

The 2-day strike by faculty at the University of Illinois' Chicago campus is 

thwarting efforts by some faculty in Urbana to unionize. We hear from the 

Campus Faculty Association, and a professor from the blog Preserving 

Excellence, which is against it. 

2/20/2014 
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761 Arts and Culture Interview Lisa Bralts talks with author Diane Johnson about her memoir "Flyover Lives" 

which documents her childhood growing up in the Quad Cities. 

2/20/2014 
 

717 Transportation Spot 

News 

Urbana Plans To Replace Pothole-Pocked Windsor Road 

City says replacement required by crumbling road 

Winter weather exacerbated the problem, but the road's crumbling due to a 

chemical reaction. 

2/21/2014 
 

716 Politics/Elections Spot 

News 

The two Democratic challengers vying to replace Naomi Jakobsson as state 

representative for the 103rd district debated last night in Champaign. Sam 

Rosenberg and Carol Ammons both voiced support for a progressive income tax. 

Rosenberg, a Champaign attorney, said it would help ease the state’s budget 

deficit. Ammons, who serves on the Urbana City Council, called a progressive 

income tax a “more fair system.” Both candidates would like to see some of the 

money from a progressive income tax funneled toward education. 

2/22/2014 
 

762 Government Interview Scott Cameron talks with republican candidate for Illinois' 103rd district, Kristing 

Williamson, about her campaign issues 

2/25/2014 
 

763 Environment Interview Scott Cameron talks with a few fisherman and a chef who are trying to help 

solve the Asian carp problem by encouraging people to eat the fist. 

2/26/2014 
 

734 Government Spot 

News 

Champaign County has become the second county in Illinois to grant same-sex 

marriage, after a federal judge determined a ban was unconstitutional. A review 

by the state's attorney determined the marriages didn't have to wait until June 

1st. 

2/26/2014 
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764 Government Interview Scott Cameron talks with democratic candidates for Illinois' 103rd district for 

state representative about campaign issues. Carol Ammons and Sam Rosenberg 

join the show. 

3/4/2014 
 

715 Politics/Elections Spot 

News 

Two weeks before the Illinois primary election, the Democratic candidates for 

the 103rd legislative district agree on a wide range of issues, from taxes to 

education funding to job creation. Urbana City Council member Carol Ammons 

and Champaign Attorney Sam Rosenberg were guests Tuesday morning on 

Focus on AM580. 

3/4/2014 
 

765 Environment Interview Lindsey Moon talks with author Lee Sandlin about his book "Storm Kings" and 

talks with a local storm chaser about what its like to be next to a tornado. 

3/5/2014 
 

766 Sports Interview Jeff Bossert talks with players and coaches of the University of Illinois Chess 

team, which made it to the final four this year. 

3/6/2014 
 

727 Business/Economy Spot 

News 

The State University Annuitants Association is the latest to file a lawsuit agains 

the pension reform approved by lawmakers. Executive Director Linda Brookhart 

says employees and retirees have to sign contracts that's irrevocable, and could 

lead to retirements under the plan. 

3/7/2014 
 

767 Arts and Culture Interview Scott Cameron talks with two local librarians about good reads to pick up this 

spring…in the nonfiction section. 

3/11/2014 
 

714 Environment Spot 

News 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has scheduled two hearings in May 

on a proposal to declare a central Illinois sole source aquifer an important 

source of drinking water. But the EPA says the special status would give the EPA 

only limited additional authority to protect it from pollution. 

3/13/2014 
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768 Government Interview Jeff Bossert and Sean Powers talk with Illinois 13th District Congressional 

Candidates in preview of the primary election 

3/13/2014 
 

729 Business/Economy Interview University of Illinois Finance professor Jeffrey Brown talked with Jeff Bossert 

about the uncertainty faced by university employees weighing retirement as the 

fiscal year comes to close, and the new pension plan taking effect. 

3/14/2014 
 

731 Business/Economy Feature The pension reform plan could mean mass retirements at state universities. Jeff 

Bossert talked about the uncertainty faced by those at the U of I and other 

schools, while legal efforts to reverse the measure passed by lawmakers 

continue. 

3/14/2014 
 

769 Education Interview Scott Cameron talks with two enginnering students at the University of Illinois 

who would like to see more toys in stores that inspire girls. They're starting 

production on a line of dolls modeled after Marie Curie. Professor Isabelle 

Cherney also joins us to talk about the effects of gender typed toys 

3/21/2014 
 

710 Politics/Elections Interview Champaign County Board Chair Alan Kurtz discusses his primary election loss, his 

political career, and his plans for his remaining months in office. 

3/21/2014 
 

711 Government Spot 

News 

Champaign County is launching a Re-Entry program to help people recently 

released from state prisons and county jails return to society and reduce 

recidivism rates. 

3/21/2014 
 

712 Education Spot 

News 

The Danville Area Community College Board is set for vote Tuesday night on 

tuition and fee increases, with the expectation that the scheduled rollback in the 

state income tax increase will mean a cut in state funding. 

3/25/2014 
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713 Politics/Elections Spot 

News 

Former Governor Jim Edgar says he supports Governor Pat Quinn's proposal to 

make the temporary state income tax increase permanent, but says the increase 

should have been passed along with cuts or controls in spending. 

3/27/2014 
 

771 Government Interview Scott Cameron talks with two researchers about what we know about the 

effects of using marijuana, and about how difficult it is to gain access to the drug 

as the state works on finalizing the rules for its medical marijuana pilot progra 

3/28/2014 
 

770 Health and Health 

Care 

Interview Scott Cameron talks with Brian Gorman, who has been working with people 

without insurance to get singed up for the Affordable Care Act's health care 

plans in preview of the deadline. 

3/28/2014 
 

730 Business/Economy Feature Indiana laws have prohibited sales of packaged liquor on Sundays since just after 

prohibition. Jeff Bosssert looked at the legislative effort to change a measure 

that pits big-box stores against small operations. 

3/28/2014 
 

723 Community Interview Ann Hinrichs, Chairperson of the Charleston Riot 150th Anniversary Steering 

Committee regarding a weekend of events commemorating the Charleston Riot 

of 1864. 

3/28/2014 
 

737 Sports Interview Tatyana McFadden reflects on her time in the Paralympics in Sochi, Russia, and 

getting ready for the London Marathon in a conversation on the U of I campus. 

3/31/2014 
 

735 Education Spot 

News 

Astronaut and University of Illinois Graduate Mike Hopkins, was recently aboard 

the International Space Station, has been named the U of I's commencement 

speaker for the May 17th event. 

4/1/2014 
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772 Government Interview Scott Cameron talks with Kathryn Stoner, a professor of russian politics, about 

what to read to understand what is going on in Ukraine/Crimea. 

4/2/2014 
 

773 Education Interview Scott Cameron talks with a veteran and the Unviersity of Illinois' veterans 

services coordinator about new data showing how vets are using their GI 

Benefits. 

4/4/2014 
 

722 University of Illinois Interview Interview with Architect James Lev of Capital Programs, Facilities & Services at 

the University of Illinois. He was part of the committee who oversaw the 

conservation of the Alma Mater. 

4/7/2014 
 

726 Transportation Spot 

News 

An analyst with the price-tracking website gasbuddy.com says a temporary spike 

in ethanol prices is one factor behind a recent hike in gas prices at the pump in 

Champaign-Urbana, as well as parts of Indiana and Michigan. 

4/7/2014 
 

725 Business/Economy Spot 

News 

The Champaign County Association of Realtors reports sales of existing homes 

for March were up 8.12% from March of last year. 

4/8/2014 
 

736 Women and 

Minorities 

Spot 

News 

Xochitl Sandoval, a U of I senior, says she's frustrated with enduring image of 

Chief Illiniwek on campus - seeing shirts and other apparel. She's upset the 

administration hasn't sought a ban, and hasn't responded to her request. 

Sandoval was he subject of a rally on the U of I quad. 

4/9/2014 
 

775 Health and Health 

Care 

Feature According to federal labor statistics, there are more psychiatrists working in 

Illinois than most states, with the bulk of that service concentrated in the 

Chicagoland area. But mental health providers say there are major gaps in 

service across Illinois, especially downstate. 

4/10/2014 
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776 Community Interview Zach Medlyn of Champaign was 20 years old when he started hearing the 

voices. That was about seven years ago when he was a student at the University 

of Illinois. He started showing signs of depression when he was 18 and was 

diagnosed with schizophrenia during college. 

4/10/2014 
 

774 Government Interview Michael Kolenc of Yes For Independent Maps discusses his group's proposed 

state constitution amendment referendum for a new process for drawing state 

legislative district maps every ten years, with IPM's Jim Meadows 

4/11/2014 
 

 


