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4722 Community Spot 
News

The organizer of Paxton’s Grand Old Flag project hopes to have the flag flying 
on Memorial Day, 2021.

1/4/2021 :60

4723 Education Spot 
News

During an Urbana Board of Education meeting last night (TUESDAY), school 
officials said they plan to welcome back some students to the classroom this 
month.

1/6/2021 :60

4724 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Downstate Illinois Congresswoman Mary Miller has come under fire for 
quoting Adolf Hitler at a pro-Trump Washington DC rally.

1/6/2021 :60

4725 Health and Health 
Care

Interview The past 24 hours have been nothing short of traumatic. Scenes of violence at 
our nation’s capital have left many Americans fearful for what’s to come.

1/7/2021 15:00

4726 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Illinois-based Family Video says it’s closing down its remaining brick and 
mortar stores. Illinois Newsroom’s Jim Meadows reports on the last of the 
national video rental chains.

1/8/2021 :60

4728 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Danville officials hope this is the year their long-sought casino project gets 
started. A revamped lineup of investors and developers is awaiting Illinois 
Gaming Board approval for their new license application, after a 2019 
application was deemed incomplete.

1/11/2021 1:30

4729 Health and Health 
Care

Interview About 10-thousand workers across more than a dozen Illinois hospitals run by 
OSF HealthCare have received the first dose of the coronavirus vaccine.

1/12/2021 4:00

4730 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois students are returning to the Urbana campus this month, 
and university administrators are urging them to remain vigilant as the 
pandemic rages on.

1/12/2021 :60

4731 Government Spot 
News

The mistaken euthanizing of a dog by Champaign County Animal Control over 
Christmas has raised a storm of controversy. Now, Champaign County officials 
say they want to make sure it never happens again.

1/13/2021 :60
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4732 Community Interview For 13 years, local churches have operated a shelter for women in the 
Champaign-Urbana area – known as Austin’s Place.

1/14/2021 4:00

4733 Government Spot 
News

The mayor of the small town of Thomasboro, north of Champaign, is 
apologizing for denying that violence occurred at the U-S Capitol, after 
protesting outside the building last week.

1/15/2021 :60

4734 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

More and more Champaign County residents are becoming eligible to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine. But as Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports, some 
healthcare workers still haven’t been vaccinated due to their own concerns.

1/15/2021 :60

4735 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Champaign County voters will decide in April whether or not the county 
recorder should be merged into the county clerk’s office.

1/18/2021 :60

4736 Community Spot 
News

The COVID-19 pandemic prevented an in-person appearance. But the 
Reverend William Barber the Second told an online Champaign County Martin 
Luther King Day audience that following Dr. King’s dream means remembering 
the poor, and not just the political battles of the day.

1/18/2021 :60

4737 Health and Health 
Care

Interview People who’ve navigated tough situations in health care... often have the best 
ideas for how to improve the system. The third annual Health Make-A-Thon… 
put on by the Carle Illinois College of Medicine… provides support for such 
ideas.

1/19/2021 4:00

4738 Education Interview Federal financial aid to people in prison was quietly restored as part of a 
COVID-19 stimulus bill passed by Congress last month. The U-S Department of 
Education has until 2023 to reinstate Pell Grant access to people in prison — 
which was previously banned under the 1994 crime bill.

1/20/2021 4:00

4739 Agriculture Interview A group of senators is pushing the incoming Biden-Harris administration to – 
as they say - restore the Renewable Fuel Standard. The R-F-S program is aimed 
at reducing greenhouse gas emissions by requiring oil refineries to blend in a 
minimum volume of biofuels.

1/21/2021 4:00

4740 Agriculture Feature The rollout of the coronavirus vaccine provides hope that the end of the 
pandemic is near. But it’s not over yet. And in some parts of the country 

1/22/2021 4:00



Program Data
ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1

access to COVID-19 testing... is STILL a problem. Illinois Newsroom’s Christine 
Herman looks at efforts to address this issue -- for agricultural workers in a 
central Illinois town.

4741 Agriculture Interview A University of Illinois professor helped the U-S Department of Agriculture 
transition from the Trump to the new Biden-Harris administration.

1/22/2021 4:00

4742 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Sales of existing homes in Illinois were up in 2020, and the COVID-19 
pandemic may have played a part. Illinois Newsroom’s Jim Meadows reports.

1/25/2021 :60

4743 Community Spot 
News

A mostly Black neighborhood in Champaign is shaken and police are 
investigating after multiple homes received racist flyers. Illinois Newsroom’s 
Reginald Hardwick reports…

1/25/2021 :60

4744 Education Feature Students at college campuses across the country have called on universities to 
defund and abolish their campus police departments… Including at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

1/25/2021 4:00

4745 Education Feature The call to ‘defund’ or ‘abolish’ police departments is not limited to 
neighborhoods. Some activists also want to eliminate sworn officers on 
college campuses. But campus police say they’re necessary to protect the 
people in their communities, and their institutions’ assets.

1/26/2021 4:00

4746 Education Feature Illinois Newsroom education reporter Lee Gaines spent months talking to 
students, activists and campus police as part of a series we’re bringing you this 
week on Morning Edition. Today, the final installment of this series -- She goes 
looking for solutions that would satisfy people on both sides of the debate.

1/27/2021 4:00

4747 Education Spot 
News

The education reform bill passed by Illinois lawmakers earlier this month 
includes a change in funding for the AIM HIGH student grant program. Two 
local lawmakers disagree on whether the change helps students. Illinois 
Newsroom’s Jim Meadows reports.

1/26/2021 :60

4748 Health and Health 
Care

Interview During times of loss, it’s human nature to want to be physically together -- and 
offer comfort to those who are grieving. Not being able to do that during the 
pandemic has complicated the grieving process.

1/26/2021 15:00



Program Data
ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1

4749 Politics/Elections Interview Republican Congressman Rodney Davis said he doesn’t believe former 
president Donald Trump’s comments -- prior to the insurrection at the Capitol 
earlier this month -- warrant impeachment.

1/27/2021 15:00

4750 Agriculture Spot 
News

Usually farmers plant crops they expect to eventually harvest, but they plant 
something known as cover crops in order to benefit the soil. As Illinois 
Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports, more states are encouraging farmers to use 
cover crops.

1/28/2021 :60

4751 Politics/Elections Interview The violence at the US Capitol on January 6th was an attempted coup d’état. 
That’s the conclusion of The Cline Center for Advanced Social Research at the 
University of Illinois.

1/29/2021 4:00

4752 Government Spot 
News

Tonight (Monday), the Urbana City Council discusses a resolution recognizing 
the city’s history of structural racism and pledging a commitment to racial 
equity. Illinois Newsroom’s Jim Meadows reports.

2/1/2021 :60

4753 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Illinois’ top public health officer says Illinois needs more infrastructure to 
vaccinate the state’s population against the Coronavirus.

2/1/2021 15:00

4754 Sports Interview High school sports are back on the schedule in Illinois, with COVID-19 
precautions in place.

2/3/2021 15:00

4755 Government Spot 
News

Governor J-B Pritzker visited the i-Hotel in Champaign today (WED). He got a 
tour of the local vaccination site there… from C-U Public Health administrator 
Julie Pryde.

2/3/2021 :60

4756 Agriculture Spot 
News

A congressional subcommittee has launched an investigation into worker 
safety violations at meatpacking plants.

2/5/2021 :60

4757 University of Illinois Interview Within three weeks of students returning for spring classes... the University of 
Illinois identified more than 450 COVID-19 cases linked to the Urbana campus.

2/8/2021 4:00

4758 Government Spot 
News

Township and school officials in Urbana are preparing to work together to 
bring more homeless families into an emergency shelter program. Illinois 
Newsroom’s Jim Meadows reports.

2/9/2021 :60
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4759 Agriculture Spot 
News

It’s calving season… the time of year when baby cows are born on farms all 
over the country. As Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports, the bitter cold 
temperatures we’re experiencing can throw complications into the calving 
process.

2/10/2021 :60

4760 Community Interview Temperatures in Illinois are forecast to remain in the teens and dip into the 
single digits for the remainder of this week. And advocates for people 
experiencing homelessness say this presents a dangerous situation for those 
without shelter.

2/11/2021 15:00

4761 Government Spot 
News

A new website is asking you to post your thoughts and suggestions about 
Urbana, whether you live there, or just spend some time there.

2/12/2021 :60

4762 University of Illinois Interview With tens of thousands of Americans dying every year from opioid 
overdoses… there’s an urgent need for scientists to develop alternatives to 
potentially addictive opioid painkillers.

2/15/2021 4:00

4763 Community Spot 
News

Champaign, Urbana and the University of Illinois all have crews out working to 
clear, working to clear the streets of the snow that fell on central Illinois 
yesterday (Monday) and last night.

2/16/2021 :60

4764 Environment Spot 
News

Illinois has some of the highest potential in the country for reducing its 
nitrogen pollution. A new study from the University of Vermont shows much 
of the Midwestern region could do so without affecting crop yields.

2/17/2021 :60

4765 Education Spot 
News

In his proposed budget, Illinois Governor J-B Pritzker says no K through 12 
schools will have to reduce spending. That’s because his budget keeps 
spending levels flat and also directs hundreds of millions of dollars in federal 
COVID-19 relief money to schools.

2/17/2021 :60

4766 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A University of Illinois graduate student was kicked out of the U of I for one 
year for failing to get tested regularly for COVID-19. Then, 18-thousand people 
signed a petition to get the university to reverse its decision. And this week 
Chen was told he can stay… but he’s still on probation.

2/18/2021 :60
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4767 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Illinois’ hospitality industry is asking the state for flexibility and funding, so 
their business can begin recovering from 2020’s pandemic shutdown.

2/19/2021 :60

4768 Politics/Elections Feature Racial justice and police reform have been on the minds of Americans across 
the nation. And they’re a major issue in the race for mayor of Urbana. The 
three candidates running for the post in next Tuesday’s Democratic primary all 
say they would change Urbana police policies for the better.

2/19/2021 4:00

4769 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Carle is now offering addiction recovery services through its mobile health 
clinic. Since 2018, the mobile clinic has traveled to neighborhoods around 
Champaign-Urbana -- to provide non-urgent medical care.

2/22/2021 :60

4770 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The surge in home sales continued in January, both nationwide and locally. 2/22/2021 :60

4771 Health and Health 
Care

Interview As more people get COVID-19 vaccines, scientists expect the rate at which 
new coronavirus variants emerge to slow down.

2/23/2021 15:00

4772 Education Spot 
News

Earlier this month, nearly 13-hundred teachers and staff members at 
Champaign Unit 4 Schools received their first dose of the Pfizer BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine. This week, they return for a second dose.

2/23/2021 2:00

4773 Government Spot 
News

Urbana Mayor Diane Marlin easily defeated two challengers in Tuesday’s 
Democratic local election primary. And she’ll be running unopposed for a 
second term in the April 6 election.

2/24/2021 :60

4774 Government Spot 
News

Governor J.B. Pritzker made a stop in Champaign yesterday (WED) to 
champion new criminal justice and police reforms, which he signed into law 
on Monday.

2/25/2021 :60

4775 Government Spot 
News

Illinois lawmakers voted along party lines yesterday (Thursday), as the House 
of Representatives passed a bill to protect LGBTQ Americans from 
discrimination.

2/26/2021 :60

4776 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Among the health care-related executive orders signed by President Biden in 
recent months is one that reopened Health-Care-dot-gov for a special three-
month enrollment period -- which started last month .

3/1/2021 4:00
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4777 Community Spot 
News

United Way officials say the number of Illinois residents seeking information 
about food, shelter, healthcare and jobs has been rising steadily during the 
pandemic.

3/1/2021 :60

4778 Community Spot 
News

Central Illinois residents now need to include the area code every time they 
make a local call.

3/1/2021 :60

4779 Business/Economy Interview Texas is still feeling repercussions from last month’s cold snap that caused 
widespread power outages. In contrast, Illinois and other northern states 
suffered far less damage from the same winter weather.

3/2/2021 15:00

4780 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Carle Illinois College of Medicine is one step closer to becoming an established 
medical school.

3/2/2021 :60

4781 Education Spot 
News

Illinois and other states want to allow school districts to skip federally 
mandated standardized testing this year. But the Biden administration 
recently announced that schools MUST administer the exams.

3/3/2021 :60

4782 Health and Health 
Care

Interview The Johnson and Johnson vaccine is the third COVID-19 vaccine to receive FDA 
emergency use authorization. As Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports… 
doctors advise getting whichever one becomes available to you first.

3/3/2021 15:00

4783 Government Spot 
News

The Senate voted along strict party lines yesterday (Thursday) to open debate 
on President Biden’s coronavirus relief bill. Senator Dick Durbin of Illinois says 
there will be compromise to ensure the bill’s passage --- such as tighter 
requirements for the next round of stimulus checks.

3/4/2021 :60

4784 Community Spot 
News

It’s Girl Scout cookie season. 

This year, troops had the choice to sell virtually or door-to-door.

3/5/2021 :60

4785 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Students in the Carle Illinois College of Medicine are some of the first U of I 
students to receive both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.

3/5/2021 :60

4786 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Some local residents say they’re facing long-term effects from COVID-19, a 
concern to medical professionals across the country.

3/8/2021 :60
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4787 Education Feature A deeply divided country makes it harder for social studies teachers to do 
their jobs. Politics has always been a difficult subject in the classroom. 
Teachers say it’s essential now for students to understand how to talk to 
someone they disagree with. All of this on top of remote learning and hybrid 
instruction makes already hard conversations even more challenging.

3/8/2021 4:00

4788 Health and Health 
Care

Interview In the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic, 28-year-old Mayra (MY-ruh) 
Ramirez contracted the virus -- and ended up in the I-C-U. The virus severely 
damaged her lungs. And her doctors concluded she would not survive the 
illness -- unless she got a double-lung transplant.

3/9/2021 4:00

4789 Government Spot 
News

The National Weather Service says efforts continue to get their weather radio 
station for Champaign and Piatt Counties back on the air --- more than a year 
after it went silent.

3/9/2021 :60

4790 Education Interview A Champaign Unit 4 teacher is being considered for a statewide teaching 
award. Dominique McCotter (Mick-CAUGHT-er), a Kindergarten teacher at Dr. 
Howard Elementary School, is one of 32 finalists for the Illinois Golden Apple 
Award for Excellence in Teaching.

3/10/2021 4:00

4791 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois students can expect a somewhat in-person graduation 
ceremony, but it will be different from years past.

3/11/2021 :60

4792 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Some hoped the single dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine would make it easier 
to vaccinate vulnerable, hard-to-reach populations. But as Illinois Newsroom’s 
Dana Cronin reports, some health officials won’t be distributing the vaccine to 
these communities for fear of backlash.

3/11/2021 :60

4793 Business/Economy Interview Construction crews are finishing up their work on the Rantoul Family Sports 
Complex for a mid-April opening. The village-owned facility, with 18 fields for 
baseball, soccer and other sports, will host local sports programs in Rantoul. 
But it’s really aimed at sports tourism

3/12/2021 4:00

4794 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois senior Sophia Byrd (BIRD) says she was confused by a 
recent text message from a friend saying ‘Congrats!’

3/12/2021 :60
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As it turned out, Byrd had just been nominated for two Grammy awards.
4795 University of Illinois Spot 

News
Increasing numbers of faculty and students at the University of Illinois have 
been vaccinated for COVID-19.

Nonetheless, university officials say that they’ll still be required to test for the 
virus as usual.

3/12/2021 :60

4796 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Efforts to get the COVID-19 vaccine to hard-to-reach populations are 
underway in Illinois. But as Illinois Newsroom’s Christine Herman reports, 
some community health centers say they’d like to play a bigger role.

3/15/2021 :60

4797 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois’ Bevier (Bev-EER) Cafe is working to fight food 
insecurity by allowing students to pay what they can for their lunch.

3/15/2021 :60

4798 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

It was on this day (Monday) one year ago, that the first COVID-19 case was 
announced in Champaign County. Illinois Newsroom’s Jim Meadows takes a 
look back.

3/15/2021 :60

4799 Education Spot 
News

Community colleges in central Illinois are seeing fewer students enroll during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

3/16/2021 :60

4800 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Illinois Congressman Rodney Davis hasn’t said he’s running for governor. But 
he sounded like someone who might, during a meeting with farmers in 
Champaign on Monday.

3/16/2021 :60

4801 Education Spot 
News

Fewer Illinois families are filling out the Free Application for Federal Financial 
Aid, or FAFSA, compared to this time last year. That’s according to the Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission.

3/17/2021 :60

4802 Agriculture Feature More than half of all farmworkers hired in the U.S. are from Mexico and right 
now, many are making their way to farms across the country on temporary 
work visas. Some states – including Illinois – are prioritizing these workers in 
their vaccine rollout plans and are already getting shots into arms.

3/17/2021 4:00
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4803 Community Spot 
News

University of Illinois basketball fans have been in celebration mode for the 
past few weeks, with the Fighting Illini making it to the NCAA tournament for 
the first time in eight years. As Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports, 
county health officials are urging caution ahead of the tournament.

3/18/2021 :60

4804 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The new Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine is beginning to make its way to 
Champaign County.

3/18/2021 :60

4805 Sports Spot 
News

University of Illinois students are still celebrating the men’s basketball team’s 
win at the Big Ten Tournament this past weekend.

3/18/2021 :60

4806 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

After being diagnosed with severe asthma, University of Illinois student 
Zachary Carrera (kuh-RAIR-ah) qualified for a COVID-19 vaccine under Phase 
1B. 
Carrera says his dad checked local health departments only to be told he 
couldn’t get an appointment until April. Then, they checked Walgreens.

3/18/2021 :60

4807 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The Champaign-Urbana Public Health Department says the public health 
agency is focusing on giving second doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.

3/18/2021 :60

4808 Government Spot 
News

The Champaign City Council voted unanimously this week to put up honorary 
street signs in front of the City Building in recognition of the Black Lives Matter 
movement. But one Black member of the City Council says she’s not 
impressed.

3/19/2021 :60

4809 Community Interview Anti-Asian violence has been building over the past year. A recent analysis by 
the group Stop AAPI Hate found nearly 38-hundred self-reported cases of anti-
Asian bias in the U.S. throughout the pandemic.

3/22/2021 4:00

4810 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

The fate of the Champaign County Recorder’s office is up to the voters. If they 
approve a referendum on the April 6th ballot, the work of the recorder of 
deeds will be merged into the county clerk’s office.

3/23/2021 :60

4811 Education Spot 
News

Two Champaign-Urbana schools will begin using the University of Illinois’ 
saliva-based COVID test for students, teachers and staff.

3/24/2021 :60
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4812 Education Interview Beginning this fall, all 12 of Illinois’ public universities will begin using the 
Common App… a single online application used by hundreds of colleges and 
universities across the country.

3/24/2021 4:00

4813 Business/Economy Interview Illinois is trying to make it easier for millennials – who are often saddled with 
student loan debt – to buy homes.

3/25/2021 15:00

4814 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Racism is a public health issue – that’s the theme for the YWCA at the 
University of Illinois’ annual Stand Against Racism program in April.

3/25/2021 :60

4815 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Larger towns in Illinois with more than 25,000 people have home rule powers 
automatically under the state constitution. Smaller towns have to ask voters 
for permission. And that’s what’s happening with the April 6 election in Savoy, 
just south of Champaign.

3/26/2021 :60

4816 Arts and Culture Interview After a long year with virtually no live, indoor music performances, we’re 
beginning to see a few green shoots of hope this spring. Next week, musicians 
from Sinfonia da Camera are holding three chamber music performances at 
University Place Christian Church on South Wright Street in Champaign.

3/26/2021 4:00

4817 Health and Health 
Care

Interview The Illinois Department of Human Services is funding several new initiatives 
aimed at raising awareness about problem gambling -- and helping people 
access treatment.

3/29/2021 4:00

4818 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois is accepting proposals for a Call to Action Research 
Program intended to fight racism in Champaign County.

3/29/2021 :60

4819 Government Feature Voters in Rantoul are electing their village board from districts for the first 
time. And backers of the new system hope it will bring in more candidates of 
color, in a town where a quarter of the population is Black.

3/30/2021 4:00

4820 Government Interview A bill introduced in the Illinois House earlier this year would require the state 
to tackle gun violence as a public health issue.

3/30/2021 15:00

4821 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois Police Department says it is trying to focus on taking 
care of students’ mental health through hiring more social workers. But as 

3/30/2021 :60
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Illinois Newsroom student reporter Vivian La explains, students and faculty 
have concerns about the plans.

4822 Community Spot 
News

Dozens of people gathered outside the Champaign City Building Tuesday to 
protest anti-Asian violence.

3/31/2021 :60


