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4538 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A University of Illinois economist says the COVID-19 pandemic will likely hurt 
the economic prospects of women more than men… if affordable childcare is 
not available.

7/1/2020 :60

4539 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Urbana’s Stone Creek golf course is now the property of the University of 
Illinois. The Atkins Group donated the property, which the company 
developed in the late 1990s.

7/1/2020 :60

4540 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

The Democratic-controlled U-S House of Representatives voted this week to 
expand the Affordable Care Act … in a largely party-line vote. We hear from 
Democratic candidate Betsy Dirksen Londrigan about the bill.

7/1/2020 :60

4541 Community Spot 
News

The Illinois Fire Safety Alliance says complaints about the use of fireworks in 
the state are up more than 700 percent from last year. Local officials say 
fireworks may be popular, but they’re still dangerous.

7/2/2020 :60

4542 Education Spot 
News

Community colleges in central Illinois are releasing return-to-campus plans for 
the rest of the summer and fall semester.

7/6/2020 :60

4543 Government Interview Hundreds of inmates and staff members inside Illinois prisons have contracted 
COVID-19 since the pandemic began. At least 13 have died. Now, the Illinois 
Department of Corrections is dealing with an outbreak of the illness at East 
Moline Correctional Center.

7/6/2020 4:00

4544 Environment Spot 
News

A federal judge ruled today (Monday) that the Dakota Access Pipeline—the 
subject of protests led by the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe—must be shut down 
by August 5. The ruling requires a more extensive environmental review to be 
conducted in order for the pipeline to resume operations.

7/6/2020 :60

4545 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

U-S Immigrations and Customs Enforcement has placed new restrictions on 
international students planning to attend universities in the U-S this fall. The 

7/6/2020 :60
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news comes as universities and colleges formulate plans to reopen amid the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

4546 Community Spot 
News

Each day, nearly 40-thousand vehicles pass through the I-57 and I-74 
interchange. Starting today (Wednesday), a 3-part project to improve traffic 
flow in that part of Champaign begins.

7/8/2020 :60

4547 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

One of the creators of a website providing answers about COVID-19 says her 
training as an economist helps her make decisions involving risks versus 
benefits.

7/9/2020 :60

4548 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois Chancellor Robert Jones warns there will be 
consequences for students who don’t take precautions to mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19 on and off campus this fall.

7/9/2020 :60

4549 Community Spot 
News

Four of the largest bars in Champaign’s Campustown area will be closed this 
weekend, in an attempt to avoid spreading the coronavirus during Greek 
Reunion.

7/9/2020 :60

4550 Agriculture Spot 
News

The number of families experiencing food insecurity has hit a record due to 
the pandemic, according to new research.

7/10/2020 :60

4551 Environment Spot 
News

Researchers at the Nature Conservancy have developed a map identifying the 
best places in Illinois to install renewable wind energy.

7/13/2020 :60

4552 Agriculture Spot 
News

Some central Illinois farms were hard-hit by the hailstorm over the weekend. 7/13/2020 :60

4553 Education Spot 
News

Members of the Champaign Unit 4 School Board said they believe the most 
vulnerable students should be prioritized for in person learning this fall. The 
board met last night (Mon) to discuss the district’s plan to reopen schools this 
fall.

7/14/2020 :60

4554 Education Spot 
News

The Champaign Unit 4 School District is changing its reopening plan for the 
fall. The district’s Board of Education has asked administrators to prioritize the 
most vulnerable students for in-person instruction — with everyone else 
beginning the school year virtually.

7/14/2020 :60
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4555 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

The Trump administration has rescinded a rule that forced international 
college students to take in-person classes this fall if they wanted to continue 
living in the U-S.

7/15/2020 :60

4556 Environment Spot 
News

Officials with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency are reporting high 
levels of toxic algal blooms in the Illinois River near the Starved Rock Lock & 
Dam.

7/15/2020 :60

4557 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Athletics on the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus will look a lot 
different this fall because of COVID-19.

7/16/2020 :60

4558 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The rate of new COVID-19 cases in Illinois is up about a third compared to 
three weeks ago. Officials say the recent uptick is the result of more social 
interaction in Phase 4.

7/16/2020 :60

4559 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

An accountant living in Mattoon says he’s running in the 110th Illinois House 
District to challenge Republican Chris Miller.

7/20/2020 :60

4560 Community Spot 
News

A new statewide effort aims to provide vulnerable young people in Illinois 
with summer jobs.

7/20/2020 :60

4561 Education Spot 
News

Teaching assistants in the Decatur School District finally have a new contract --
- one year after the last one expired.

7/22/2020 :60

4562 University of Illinois Feature As many universities prepare to welcome students back to campus, some are 
counting on widespread COVID-19 testing to help clamp down on potential 
outbreaks.

7/24/2020 4:00

4563 Community Spot 
News

Illinois Public Media hosted a complex discussion on the future of police and 
policing in Champaign-Urbana.
The discussion on Facebook Live last (Thursday) night included mayors, law 
enforcement, professors and activists from Champaign County.

7/24/2020 :60

4564 Education Spot 
News

Decatur students will begin the school year online this fall. The district 
announced that it would offer virtual only learning to students through at 
least October 9th.

7/27/2020 :60
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4565 Government Spot 
News

Urbana city council members gave their informal support last (Monday) night 
to create an advisory committee to study policing issues.

7/28/2020 :60

4566 Agriculture Spot 
News

Families whose children typically receive free or reduced-price school meals 
can apply for financial assistance...but time is running out.

7/28/2020 :60

4567 Community Spot 
News

The company hoping to open a casino in Danville says it’s withdrawing its 
gaming license application, and will submit a new one.

7/29/2020 :60

4568 Women and 
Minorities

Interview This summer, there’s been a lot of discussion about racism, anti-black violence 
and injustice. Now African-Americans on the faculty of the University of 
Illinois’ College of Fine and Applied Arts are sharing their perspectives in a 5-
part online showcase that you’re invited to attend virtually.

7/30/2020 4:00

4569 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Former University of Illinois men’s basketball coach Lou Henson has died. He 
was 88 years old.

7/30/2020 :60

4570 University of Illinois Feature In the wake of George Floyd’s death and the protests that followed, 
businesses and schools are reckoning with racist and offensive branding. One 
example: the Washington, D.C. NFL team got rid of its name — which was 
widely considered a slur against Native Americans. 
But retiring a name and an image doesn’t always mean that it will disappear.

7/30/2020 4:00

4571 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Hundreds of University of Illinois students have signed a letter calling for the 
Urbana campus to sever ties with its local police departments… And 
eventually dissolve the university’s own police force.

8/3/2020 :60

4572 University of Illinois Interview We have news from the University of Illinois’ Krannert Center for the 
Performing Arts this (MONDAY) morning. Krannert has announced the 
cancelation of all public, in-person performances this fall.

8/3/2020 4:00

4573 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois’ Urbana campus announced today (MONDAY) that all 
employees and students must get tested for COVID-19 twice weekly during 
the upcoming fall semester.

8/3/2020 :60

4574 Environment Spot 
News

Developing policies for electric transportation can help Illinois reach its clean 
energy goals, according to a new analysis out of the Citizen Utilities Board.

8/4/2020 :60
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4575 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The Illinois economy has been contracting since the onset of COVID-19. But 
the latest University of Illinois Flash Index shows economic activity is 
beginning to recover.

8/5/2020 :60

4576 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A University of Illinois researcher says modeling shows that without steps to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19, everyone on campus would end up infected 
within a few weeks of reopening. But mitigation efforts should keep the 
number of cases in the fall to under 500.

8/6/2020 :60

4577 Sports Spot 
News

The Fighting Illini football team held its first training camp workouts this 
(THURSDAY) morning in Champaign.

8/6/2020 :60

4578 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Illinois Congressman Rodney Davis is quarantining at his home in Taylorville, 
after testing positive this week for COVID-19.

8/7/2020 :60

4579 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

As the number of COVID-19 cases trends upward in Illinois, state officials want 
to see better enforcement of mask-wearing and other public health guidance.

8/10/2020 :60

4580 Environment Spot 
News

The University of Illinois has begun construction on its second solar farm, as 
part of its long-term plan to expand renewable energy and become carbon-
neutral by 2050.

8/10/2020 :60

4581 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

A federal agency has awarded more than 100-million-dollars to support 
addiction treatment centers across the nation -- with a focus on high-risk, 
rural communities.

8/10/2020 :60

4582 Community Spot 
News

The derecho that moved through the Midwest yesterday caused wind damage 
in Champaign-Urbana and surrounding areas.

8/11/2020 :60

4583 Government Spot 
News

Voters in Urbana could be asked to approve a property tax increase, to keep 
assistance at current levels for low-income households.

8/11/2020 :60

4584 Sports Spot 
News

The Big Ten Conference announced today (TUESDAY) that it’s postponing all 
fall sports.

8/11/2020 :60

4585 Agriculture Spot 
News

A rare storm that ripped across the Midwest on Monday has left farmers 
reeling.

8/12/2020 :60
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4586 Education Spot 
News

Champaign Unit 4 Schools are preparing to return to distance learning this 
quarter. School officials are developing new plans and resources to help keep 
students connected.

8/13/2020 :60

4587 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Republican Congressman Rodney Davis is speaking out against President 
Trump’s threat to withhold funding from the U-S Postal Service over mail-in 
voting.

8/13/2020 :60

4588 Environment Spot 
News

Illinois EPA testified in defense of its proposed coal ash rules before the Illinois 
Pollution Control Board last week. The rules would specify how the agency 
cleans up sites under the Coal Ash Pollution Prevention Act passed last year.

8/17/2020 :60

4589 Politics/Elections Interview The race in Illinois’ 13th Congressional District is a repeat of 2018, with 
Springfield Democrat Betsy Dirksen Londrigan challenging Republican 
incumbent Rodney Davis of Taylorville.

8/18/2020 7:00

4590 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A new map designed by the University of Illinois is helping people find food 
resources in their areas.

8/19/2020 :60

4591 University of Illinois Interview A saliva-based COVID-19 test developed at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign has received emergency authorization from the FDA...

8/20/2020 4:00

4592 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Former U-S Senator Carol Moseley Braun of Illinois says Democratic 
Presidential Nominee Joe Biden will work to end racist lending practices... to 
help more people of color own their own homes.

8/21/2020 :60

4593 Arts and Culture Spot 
News

The COVID-19 pandemic has closed movie theaters, but many drive-ins remain 
open. So an independent filmmaker is making sure his movie can be seen, 
with a eight-day tour of drive-in theaters.

8/21/2020 :60

4594 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The first day of school today (Monday) at the University of Illinois looks a bit 
different this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Students on the Urbana 
campus are getting into the routine of twice-a-week testing.

8/24/2020 :60

4595 Education Spot 
News

A policy change from the U-S Department of Agriculture means that schools 
won’t be able to give free meals to every child under 18 this school year. This 

8/24/2020 :60
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marks a change from earlier this spring when the USDA provided waivers to 
districts due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

4596 Politics/Elections Interview Republican Rodney Davis is running for a fifth term as the congressman from 
Illinois’ 13th District. Davis says the top problem on the minds of voters in his 
district is the COVID-19 pandemic.

8/25/2020 7:00

4597 Environment Spot 
News

Some 600 to 800-thousand private wells provide drinking water to 
homeowners in Illinois. But clean water advocates say only a small portion of 
owners are testing their wells for harmful chemicals.

8/26/2020 :60

4598 Agriculture Interview Changes are coming to the Midnight Special, the weekly showcase of folk 
music and more, airing Saturday nights on WILL-FM. Host Rich Warren, who 
has been producing the show from his Champaign County home, is retiring.

8/27/2020 4:00

4599 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Three elected offices in Champaign County government would be changed to 
appointed ones --- and a fourth office would be scaled back --- under a 
proposal unveiled yesterday (Thursday) by a group of Champaign County 
Republicans.

8/28/2020 :60

4600 Agriculture Spot 
News

Food pantries in Illinois are losing volunteers due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 8/31/2020 :60

4601 Politics/Elections Feature As of last Friday, election officials in Illinois had received more than a million 
applications for vote-by-mail ballots for the November 3rd election. The 
Illinois State Board of Elections says that’s more than twice the number of 
those who actually voted by mail in 2018.

9/1/2020 4:00

4602 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The Illinois economy continues to contract – but at a slightly slower rate. 9/2/2020 :60

4603 University of Illinois Spot 
News

About a thousand University of Illinois students have tested positive for 
COVID-19 on the Urbana campus since mid-August. U of I researchers 
previously predicted about 700 cases for the ENTIRE semester.

9/2/2020 :60

4604 Politics/Elections Interview Republican John Shimkus is stepping down after 12 terms, and new 
candidates are competing for his seat in the 15th congressional district. The 

9/8/2020 7:00
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Democratic candidate is Erika Weaver of Mattoon --- public defender, mother, 
member of her local school board and African-American.

4605 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

The Urbana City Council will hear tonight (Tuesday) from the consulting firm 
that reviewed the controversial arrest last April of Aleyah Lewis.

9/8/2020 :60

4606 Environment Spot 
News

This week, the Environmental Protection Agency rolled back regulations from 
2015 that aimed to prevent coal-fired power plants from leaking wastewater 
into lakes and rivers. Coal power plants will no longer be required to invest in 
new wastewater treatment technology meant to keep pollution in check.

9/8/2020 :60

4607 Government Spot 
News

With city revenues down due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the Champaign City 
Council last (Tuesday) night endorsed the idea of cutting spending by cutting 
city staff. They want to do this by offering buyouts to an estimated 15 to 25 
employees who agree to leave voluntarily.

9/9/2020 :60

4608 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Enrollment at the University of Illinois system’s three campuses now exceeds 
90,000 students. That’s a new record high for the system, and marks 8 straight 
years of enrollment increases.

9/9/2020 :60

4609 Community Spot 
News

The 2020 census will determine how much funding communities in Illinois 
receive. But about a third of Champaign County residents still haven’t filled it 
out.

9/10/2020 :60

4610 Community Spot 
News

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Champaign Police and Fire 
Departments will not hold their annual public ceremony to remember those 
who died in the September 11th attacks. Instead, the departments will hold a 
small commemoration.

9/11/2020 :60

4611 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois researchers have proposed investing in a micronculear 
reactor to help reach a goal of making the Urbana-Champaign campus carbon 
neutral by 2050.

9/14/2020 :60

4612 Politics/Elections Interview Election Day is less than two months away … and early voting in Illinois begins 
on September 24th. There’s a lot of concern over how to make your voice 
count during this contentious time.

9/15/2020 4:00
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4613 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

After his young daughter died from an unidentified sepsis infection, a 
Monticello father has been advocating for policies that prevent deaths caused 
by medical errors.

9/15/2020 :60

4614 Environment Spot 
News

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency announced this week that they 
will begin testing all community water supplies in the state for P-F-A-S or PFAS 
(PEE-fass). Those initials stand for chemicals found in firefighting foam, food 
wrappers and household products that can leak into drinking water.

9/15/2020 :60

4615 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The number of new cases of COVID-19 on the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign campus has decreased in recent days. That follows a surge of new 
cases earlier this month.

9/16/2020 :60

4616 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

A Republican challenger to State Senator Scott Bennett kicked off his 
campaign today (Thursday). A-J Ruggieri accuses his opponent of following 
Democratic leaders in Chicago, instead of voters in the 52nd District.

9/17/2020 :60

4617 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Administrators at the University of Illinois’ Urbana campus want to expand 
their testing program to the broader Champaign-Urbana community.

9/18/2020 :60

4618 Agriculture Spot 
News

Farmers will receive more coronavirus relief dollars from the U-S Department 
of Agriculture. But not all of the initial relief package has been doled out yet.

9/21/2020 :60

4619 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

The debate over who will succeed Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg 
continues after her death Friday. Illinois U.S. Senator Dick Durbin says that 
while Republicans are pushing to fill her seat as soon as possible, Democrats 
are aiming to stall the decision until after the presidential election in 
November.

9/21/2020 :60

4620 Politics/Elections Feature An elected office that usually doesn’t get much attention is the Champaign 
County Recorder of Deeds. The two candidates for Champaign County 
recorder both have plans that could make this the last time the office appears 
on the ballot.

9/22/2020 4:00

4621 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois workers, students and faculty criticized the institution’s 
COVID-19 response during a virtual Town Hall yesterday.

9/23/2020 :60
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4622 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Early voting starts today (Thursday) in Illinois. Voters who wish to cast their 
ballots early for the November Third election may do so at their local election 
office.

9/23/2020 :60

4623 Health and Health 
Care

Interview For months, the CDC has recommended people wear masks in public settings -
- to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. That federal guidance is based on 
research on the effectiveness of different materials at blocking the tiny 
droplets we all produce when we cough, sneeze and talk.

9/24/2020 4:00

4624 Community Spot 
News

The 2020 Champaign County Pride Fest is the latest event moving online due 
to the COVD-19 pandemic.

9/25/2020 :60

4625 Government Spot 
News

Amid a legal battle over the 2020 census counting deadline, some groups in 
Illinois are advocating for more time.

9/28/2020 :60

4626 Education Interview An Illinois Newsroom investigation has found that multiple school districts 
across the state are not keeping track of student arrests or referrals to law 
enforcement. That’s despite the fact that school districts are required to 
report that information to the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil 
Rights every other school year.

9/29/2020 4:00

4627 Politics/Elections Feature The Champaign County Treasurer was a low-profile office until last year. 
That’s when a backlog of work led to complaints from both taxpayers and 
taxing bodies. Now, voters will choose a brand-new treasurer in a mid-term 
election.

9/29/2020 4:00

4628 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The saliva-based COVID-19 test developed on the University of Illinois’ Urbana 
campus has never operated under FDA authorization -- despite prior claims 
that it did.

9/29/2020 :60

4629 Community Feature Today’s (Wednesday’s) edition of the Rantoul Press will be the last one. The 
weekly paper and its website are shutting down, ending a relationship with 
the town in northern Champaign County, which began in 1875.

9/30/2020 4:00


