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5044 Health and Health 
Care

Interview COVID-19 booster shots are now available for some who’ve received the 
Pfizer vaccine. And within a few weeks, vaccines could be approved for 
children as young as five.

10/1/2021 7:30

5045 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

Women’s rights activists in Champaign-Urbana took to the streets this 
weekend to march for abortion rights.

10/4/2021 :60

5046 Agriculture Spot 
News

After merely steady increases, the price of farmland has rocketed up this year. 
But as Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports, some experts don’t think it’ll 
last.

10/4/2021 :60

5047 Business/Economy Spot 
News

After two months of slight declines, the Flash Index to the Illinois economy 
rose in September to 106-point-zero. That’s the sixth straight month of 
economic growth in the state.

10/5/2021 :60

5048 Health and Health 
Care

Interview When it comes to convincing unvaccinated Americans to get the COVID shot, 
messages emphasizing the safety of vaccines can backfire.

10/6/2021 4:00

5049 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Officials at the University of Illinois say undergraduate students who are not 
regularly testing for COVID-19 will no longer be allowed to use certain 
technology at the school.

10/6/2021 :60

5050 Community Spot 
News

Advocates for the homeless say they’re working to close a critical gap in 
services in Champaign County—and they’re looking for the public’s help.

10/7/2021 :60
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5051 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Lawmakers can’t really control the spread of misinformation on Facebook. But 
they can try to break up the social media giant. That’s the perspective of 
University of Illinois journalism professor Nikki Usher.

10/8/2021 :60

5052 Business/Economy Spot 
News

A new, female-owned bookstore, bar and coffee shop has opened in 
downtown Champaign.

10/8/2021 :60

5053 Science and 
Technology

Spot 
News

Researchers at the University of Illinois say they’ve helped develop a sensor 
that detects whether a virus is infectious.

10/8/2021 :60

5054 Community Spot 
News

A post on the Justice for Jelani Day Facebook page, says today’s (Monday’s) 
scheduled burial is being postponed because of the investigation into the grad 
student’s disappearance and death.

10/11/2021 :60

5055 Community Spot 
News

Champaign-Urbana community members are trying to address gun violence in 
the area.

10/11/2021 :60

5056 Science and 
Technology

Interview The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently de-listed 23 species – including 
birds, river mussels and a flower -- from the endangered species list… 
deeming them extinct. Among those 23 species, two used to reside here in 
Illinois.

10/11/2021 4:00

5057 University of Illinois Spot 
News

This weekend was homecoming for the University of Illinois, and alumni from 
a variety of graduating classes returned to campus to celebrate.

10/11/2021 :60

5058 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

Illinois state employees don’t look like the people who live here. That’s 
particularly true of the state’s Indigenous peoples. 

10/12/2021 :60
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Cherokee citizen, and Illinois businessman, Andrew Johnson is working to 
change that.

5059 Sports Spot 
News

Two days, two marathons, two podium finishes. That’s what two University of 
Illinois wheelchair athletes accomplished at the Chicago and Boston 
Marathons on Sunday and Monday.

10/12/2021 :60

5060 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Just a few days after the end of National Suicide Prevention Month, some 
University of Illinois business students say they want to continue to bring 
attention to the issue.

10/12/2021 :60

5061 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

County Executive Darlene Kloeppel is asking the Champaign County Board to 
discuss her new proposal for county board districts at their October 12th 
Committee of the Whole meeting.

10/13/2021 :60

5062 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Protests near the Illini Union and Alma Mater on the U of I campus may be 
restricted due to a proposed revised policy.

10/14/2021 :60

5063 Agriculture Spot 
News

The cost of food keeps going up. As Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports, 
higher fertilizer prices are also pushing up the cost of growing food.

10/14/2021 :60

5064 Community Interview The mother of Jelani Day shared insights of her son’s life in an emotional 
interview on The 21st talk show.

10/14/2021 15:00

5065 Transportation Spot 
News

Sunlight and water power two new buses in the Champaign-Urbana Mass 
Transit District fleet. Champaign-Urbana is one of the first transit agencies to 
adopt the zero-emissions technology.

10/15/2021 :60
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5066 Community Spot 
News

Members of the Champaign-Urbana community gathered at Carle’s Shining 
Light Infant Memorial Garden Friday night, to honor infant and pregnancy 
loss.

10/18/2021 :60

5067 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Carle Foundation Hospital will drop Aetna Medicare in January. 10/19/2021

5068 Community Spot 
News

Mourners including the Rev. Jesse Jackson joined with the family of Jelani Day 
this (TUESDAY) morning to remember the 25-year-old at a graveside service in 
Danville.

10/19/2021 :60

5069 Community Spot 
News

Urbana city officials haven’t yet decided whether to install roadside 
equipment designed to read the license plates of passing cars.

10/20/2021 :60

5070 Arts and Culture Spot 
News

A new comedy focuses on a Latinx couple at the Krannert Center. It is part of a 
co-director’s effort for more people of color on stage.

10/20/2021 :60

5071 Education Spot 
News

In three Urbana elementary schools, most students take COVID-19 tests once 
a week. 
And they barely have to step out of their classrooms.

10/21/2021 :60

5072 Government Spot 
News

From now through next Friday, Champaign County residents who have failed 
to pay fines related to traffic tickets, D-U-I’s and various criminal offenses can 
pay them off without late-payment fees.

10/21/2021 :60

5073 University of Illinois Spot 
News

African-American enrollment in the University of Illinois system has inched up 
in recent years. But it’s still far from representative of the state as a whole.

10/22/2021 :60
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5074 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

The Champaign County Board approved a revised district map last (Thursday) 
night. Board members voted along party lines to approve a map submitted by 
the board’s Democratic majority. It uses newly released Census data to revise 
a map approved last May.

10/22/2021 :60

5075 Community Feature Ford County has lost a weekly newspaper. The Ford County Record ended 
publication last month, joining more than 21-hundred other American 
newspapers that have shut down since 2005. But another paper, launched 
just last year, still serves Ford County, providing a test of whether residents of 
the rural central Illinois county still want to pay for local journalism.

10/25/2021 4:00

5076 Agriculture Spot 
News

Farmers across the Midwest appear on track for record-high harvests despite 
a year of extreme weather.

10/25/2021 :60

5077 Education Spot 
News

Students at Champaign middle and high schools no longer see uniformed 
police officers in their buildings. Instead, they see private security officers.

10/26/2021 :60

5078 Community Interview The term “news desert” describes an area with a shortage of news coverage. 
According to research by Penelope Muse Abernathy, 28 Illinois counties have 
just one newspaper apiece, while two counties --- Hamilton and Pulaski in 
southern Illinois --- have none.

10/26/2021 4:00

5079 Education Spot 
News

Urbana District 116 is the latest area school district to raise pay for its 
substitute teachers. The Urbana school board approved the increase last 
(Tuesday) night.

10/27/2021 :60
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5080 Community Interview A team at the University of Illinois is investigating how misinformation about 
COVID-19 spreads in rural areas of the state.

10/27/2021 4:00

5081 Education Spot 
News

A labor shortage at U-S factories is making it hard for the Champaign school 
district to find school lunch ingredients.

10/27/2021 :60

5082 Community Interview With newspapers on the decline in Illinois, you may be wondering where to 
get quality news? Illinois Newsroom’s Reginald Hardwick spoke with two 
people who are documenting the next generation of news outlets.

10/28/2021 7:00

5083 Community Interview When the COVID-19 vaccine first began rolling out, white evangelicals -- and 
Republicans -- were among the groups most likely to say they were not 
interested in getting vaccinated. Now, as vaccine mandates have become 
more common -- so has the pushback, based on religion and politics.

10/29/2021 7:00

5084 Agriculture Spot 
News

Pumpkin farmers in the Midwest say they’ve had a really good harvest this 
year, and that consumers should have plenty to choose from.

11/1/2021 :60

5085 Education Spot 
News

Ninth graders across Illinois had a particularly hard time with pandemic school 
last year. It’s partially because the transition to high school is so tough -- 
according to those at Champaign’s Centennial High School who specialize in 
making it easier.

11/2/2021 :60

5086 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The Flash Index of the Illinois economy went down in October to 105-point-4, 
erasing increases in the growth rate made over the past five months.

11/2/2021 :60
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5087 University of Illinois Spot 
News

This week the University of Illinois campus community joined together to 
celebrate past loved ones for the Day of the Dead at the University YMCA.

11/3/2021 :60

5088 Arts and Culture Spot 
News

An exhibit called “Crip” at the University of Illinois’ Krannert Art Museum 
addresses how museums can help people with disabilities experience art.

11/3/2021 :60

5089 Education Spot 
News

Urbana School District 116 is ready to learn how it measures up on hiring 
diversity, discipline disparities and more. 
On Tuesday, the district’s Board of Education interviewed a potential 
consultant who would conduct the equity assessment.

11/3/2021 :60

5090 Government Spot 
News

Urbana residents stepped up one after another at this week’s city council 
meeting to argue against the purchase of roadside devices that would track 
passing cars' license plates.

11/3/2021 :60

5091 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois service workers want a five dollar per hour raise. Union 
members protested Wednesday to raise wages and fill vacant positions.

11/4/2021 :60

5092 Arts and Culture Feature Lyric Theatre at Illinois returns to the Krannert Center stage tonight 
(THURSDAY) with a production of the Tony Award-winning musical, “Fun 
Home.”

11/4/2021 7:30

5093 Government Spot 
News

Renovations could be coming to Champaign County’s satellite jail in Urbana.
The county’s Jail Facilities Committee voted Wednesday to make 
improvements on the jail as they prepare to close the county’s aging 
downtown jail due to safety concerns and staff shortages.

11/5/2021 :60
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5094 Environment Interview Do you know what’s in your drinking water? Depending on where you live… 
you could be ingesting contaminants linked to cancer, brain damage, and 
other serious health effects.

11/8/2021 4:00

5095 Education Spot 
News

Champaign substitute teachers can now earn at least $140 a day – a $30 raise 
over the previous base pay.

11/9/2021 :60

5096 University of Illinois Interview The number of new COVID-19 cases on the University of Illinois Urbana 
campus has jumped over the last week. Campus officials reported 220 new 
cases over the last seven days … about three times as many as the previous 
week.

11/10/2021 4:00

5097 Community Spot 
News

The City of Champaign and Unit 4 School District recently gathered to launch a 
joint program. Leading Individuals and Families to Transformation program, 
also known as LIFT, was created to support African American students and 
families who are dealing with academic and personal challenges caused by 
trauma.

11/10/2021 :60

5098 Sports Spot 
News

The Illinois men’s basketball team opened its season last (TUESDAY) night with 
a 71-47 win over Jackson State at State Farm Center in Champaign.

11/10/2021 :60

5099 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

It’s been almost two weeks since the F-D-A authorized the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine for kids aged 5 to 11. In that time, the Champaign-Urbana Public 
Health District has vaccinated roughly 1,250 kids.

11/11/2021 :60
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5100 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Beginning next week, the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts at the 
University of Illinois in Urbana will start requiring audience members to show 
proof of COVID-19 vaccination --- or a negative test result.

11/12/2021 :60

5101 Agriculture Spot 
News

The U.S. is on track to admit more agricultural guest workers than ever before, 
according to the Department of Labor. Most Midwestern states are on a 
similar trajectory.

11/15/2021 :60

5102 Community Spot 
News

The rise in gun violence in Champaign-Urbana and elsewhere traces back to 
the trauma young people of color are experiencing --- and social media only 
makes it worse. That was one of the takeaways from Illinois Public Media’s 
first News Brews and Beatz event, held last (Monday) night in Champaign.

11/16/2021 :60

5103 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Students and faculty at the University of Illinois have teamed up with the 
University of Waterloo in Canada to design a new kind of satellite.

11/16/2021 :60

5104 Agriculture Interview It’s common these days to see big corporate names plastered across 
university campuses – especially within agriculture departments. Whether it’s 
a building, an endowed teaching job or a research center, corporations and 
public universities are increasingly cozy.

11/15/2021 4:00

5105 Agriculture Feature In 2013, the largest farmland asset manager in the world made a five-million-
dollar gift to the University of Illinois to establish a research center. As part of 
the Big Ag U series, Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports on how the 
center was founded to study the very area of investment where the company 
has few rivals and has wandered into controversy.

11/16/2021 4:00



Program Data

ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1

5106 Sports Spot 
News

Illinois football coach Bret Bielema (BEE-leh-muh) has tested positive for 
COVID-19.

11/16/2021 :60

5107 Agriculture Feature It’s becoming harder to get tax dollars to fix up ag schools at public 
universities. And even harder to find public money to build new facilities. But 
the farming industry is stepping in.

11/17/2021 4:00

5108 Environment Interview Many WILL-TV viewers know Tinisha Spain as the host of our weekly show, 
Mid-American Gardener. She’s also an environmental reporter for WILL. 
Tinisha is hosting a 30-minute special on climate change in Illinois that 
premieres tomorrow (THURSDAY) night at 7:30 on WILL-TV.

11/17/2021 4:00

5109 Education Spot 
News

The Urbana School Board has appointed its first student representatives. 
Illinois Newsroom’s Emily Hays has more on the new student ambassadors.

11/17/2021 :60

5110 Arts and Culture Spot 
News

The University of Illinois’ Krannert Art Museum is showcasing U of I grad Hal 
Fischer’s photos on gay culture and sexuality in San Francisco.

11/18/2021 :60

5111 Business/Economy Spot 
News

A new study looks at the impact of tax payment programs on vulnerable 
families.

11/18/2021 :60

5112 University of Illinois Interview This year, the university of Illinois hired Dr. Jacki Rand—a member of the 
Choctaw nation and a former history professor at the University of Iowa—to 
serve as its first Associate Chancellor for Native Affairs.

11/19/2021 4:00

5113 Community Interview School districts in Champaign and Urbana are considering installing metal 
detectors in response to a rise in youth violence. But a social science 

11/19/2021 :60
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researcher says metal detectors are not as effective as more long-term 
prevention.

5114 Community Spot 
News

A new exhibit in Urbana honors the fortieth anniversary of the first 
documented case of AIDS.

11/22/2021 :60

5115 Agriculture Spot 
News

You should be able to buy a Thanksgiving turkey this year. Just stand prepared 
to fork out more money.

11/22/2021 :60

5116 Community Spot 
News

A defense attorney from Illinois fears vigilantes will be emboldened by the 
not-guilty verdict of Kyle Rittenhouse.

11/23/2021 :60

5117 Community Spot 
News

Next week marks the one hundred fifty-eighth anniversary of President 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. One museum in Illinois is making a 
rare handwritten copy of the speech available to many guests for the first 
time.

11/24/2021 :60

5118 Sports Spot 
News

The Unity Rockets are playing for a state football championship today 
(FRIDAY). Southern Champaign County-based Unity will face Byron in the Class 
3A title game at 4:00 this afternoon at Huskie Stadium in DeKalb.

11/26/2021 :60

5119 Community Spot 
News

Food banks across the Midwest are scrambling to find food right now, thanks 
to supply chain disruptions and the rising cost of groceries.

11/26/2021 :60

5120 Community Spot 
News

Thousands gathered in downtown Champaign to see the first parade of lights 
since the COVID-19 pandemic began.

11/29/2021 :60
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5121 Community Spot 
News

Tonight (Monday night) is the second night of Hanukkah. The 8-day holiday is 
known as the Jewish Festival of Lights. Last night, Champaign mayor Deb 
Feinen lit a menorah in front of the city’s public library as dozens looked on.

11/29/2021 :60

5122 Community Spot 
News

The Housing Authority of Champaign County’s YouthBuild program has helped 
young people finish their high school diplomas, while renovating public 
housing properties. But after two years, Illinois Newsroom’s Emily Hays 
reports, the program is about to run out of money.

11/30/2021 1:30

5123 Sports Spot 
News

The Illinois men's basketball team topped Notre Dame last night the the ACC-
Big Ten Challenge.

11/30/2021 :60

5124 Business/Economy Spot 
News

“Visit Champaign County” is working to highlight women-owned businesses 
this holiday season by partnering with the local organization Miss Market.

12/1/2021 :60

5125 Community Spot 
News

With the help of the Champaign County Board, C-U at Home is looking to 
create new shelters for the homeless.

12/1/2021 :60

5126 Health and Health 
Care

Interview The 21st talk show discusses the latest in COVID-19 vaccines and more with 
IDPH director Dr. Ngozi Ezike

11/30/2021 15:00

5127 Arts and Culture Spot 
News

The Champaign Urbana Ballet is putting on their annual production of the 
Nutcracker this weekend at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts in 
Urbana. This is after a year on hiatus due to the pandemic.

12/1/2021 :60

5128 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The state’s economy continues to grow at a good pace, according to the 
monthly Flash Index from the University of Illinois.

12/2/2021 :60
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5129 Sports Interview Major League Baseball owners have locked out their players, as the collective 
bargaining agreement between the two sides expired on Wednesday night. 
The lockout means that no new contracts can be signed and that players 
cannot access team facilities, among other things.

12/3/2021 4:00

5130 University of Illinois Spot 
News

High vaccination rates and strategic testing has been the University of Illinois’ 
answer to staying safe as the end of the COVID-19 pandemic remains out of 
reach.

12/3/2021 :60

5131 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois officials say they plan to close their main Undergraduate 
Library next summer in order to use the space for other purposes.

12/6/2021 :60

5132 Agriculture Spot 
News

Waterhemp -- a pervasive weed across the Midwest -- appears to be 
increasingly resistant to chemical weed killers, including dicamba.

12/6/2021 :60

5133 Sports Spot 
News

The University of Illinois women's volleyball team has advanced to the NCAA 
Tournament Sweet 16 … beating number-seven overall seed Kentucky on 
Saturday three sets to one.

12/6/2021 :60

5134 Education Spot 
News

The first pandemic-era standardized test results are out. Student achievement 
dropped all over Illinois, and COVID-related stress seems to play a role.

12/7/2021 :60

5135 Community Spot 
News

Urbana officials say roadside cameras that track the license plates of passing 
cars are off the table as a solution to gun violence in Urbana.

12/7/2021 :60

5136 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

The University of Illinois campus community joined together last weekend to 
celebrate a welcoming, holiday tradition.

12/8/2021 :60
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5137 Politics/Elections Interview Republican Congressman Rodney Davis says there was a lot to like in the 
bipartisan infrastructure bill that President Biden just signed into law. So why 
didn’t he vote for it?

12/9/2021 15:00

5138 Environment Spot 
News

About 30 people attended a public meeting in Danville Thursday (yesterday) 
to hear plans to clean up three coal ash sites.

12/10/2021 1:30

5139 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A University of Illinois lab is turning modified sugar cane into fuel. U.S. 
Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm visited the lab on Thursday to see how 
this fits into the future of renewable energy.

12/10/2021 :60

5140 Environment Spot 
News

Meteorologists confirm an EF-2 tornado with 125-mile-per-hour winds swept 
through Coles County on Friday night. Most houses emerged unscathed. Not 
so for the Cox family farmhouse near Mattoon.

12/13/2021 1:30

5141 Environment Spot 
News

Much of what we know about Friday night’s severe storms comes from the 
National Weather Service, which sent meteorologists out on Saturday to 
inspect sites where storm damage was greatest.

12/13/2021 :60

5142 Community Interview C-U at Home – which provides services to those living in Champaign-Urbana 
without a home – has a new leader. Melissa Courtwright has advocated 
extensively for vulnerable populations – particularly older adults – in both 
Champaign and Vermilion counties.

12/14/2021 4:00

5143 Community Spot 
News

A German Christmas Market in Urbana is running at full capacity for the first 
time since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

12/14/2021 :60
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5144 Community Spot 
News

Champaign has a new plan to stop the recent spike in shootings. The 
Champaign City Council approved the plan unanimously after hearing two 
hours of testimony about gun violence in the city.

12/15/2021 :60

5145 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A University of Illinois’ dorm tradition of singing through the phone still 
continues after dealing with the pandemic.

12/15/2021 :60

5146 Transportation Spot 
News

Residents hoping to travel by rail this month might find their options limited 
due to increased demand for public transportation this time of year.

12/16/2021 :60

5147 Community Spot 
News

The Champaign City Council approved a blueprint to reduce gun violence this 
week, and an organization of formerly incarcerated people is one of its most 
important pieces.

12/16/2021 :60

5148 Arts and Culture Feature A new exhibit at the Krannert Art Museum in Champaign is intended to 
challenge the way that both museums and their visitors think about disability. 
Two Illinois Public Media student reporters visited the exhibit this semester as 
part of a class trip meant to help students understand how museum exhibits 
could be made more accessible for guests with disabilities.

12/16/2021 4:00

5149 Politics/Elections Interview Despite increasing cases of COVID-19, Governor JB Pritzker of Illinois does not 
plan to implement new restrictions on gatherings or businesses.

12/16/2021 15:00

5150 Transportation Spot 
News

Two bus stops are getting upgrades – as part of the settlement of a U.S. 
Department of Justice investigation into accessibility at the Champaign-
Urbana Mass Transit District.

12/17/2021 :60
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5151 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Champaign County is experiencing one of its most intense COVID waves yet. 
Local hospitals are filling up and six people have died in the last ten days due 
to COVID.

12/20/2021 7:00

5152 Sports Spot 
News

It was a record-setting day for the Illlinois men’s basketball team on Saturday. 
The Illini hit a school-record 18 three-pointers in a 106-48 win over St. Francis 
of Pennsylvania.

12/20/2021 :60

5153 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Rising COVID cases are putting pressure on contact tracing in Vermilion 
County. 

Doug Toole, the director of the Vermilion County Health Department, says 
contact tracing is a large part of stopping the spread of the virus.

12/21/2021 4:00

5154 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois announced today (MONDAY) that it will delay the 
start of in-person spring classes on its Urbana campus by one week.

12/21/2021 :60

5155 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Public health officials are pleading with the community to take all necessary 
COVID precautions ahead of holiday gatherings to help ease the burden on 
hospitals.

12/21/2021 :60

5156 Agriculture Spot 
News

Just like gardeners prep their flower beds for winter, farmers are encouraged 
to do more to protect their fields in the colder months ahead.

12/22/2021 :60

5157 Sports Spot 
News

Illinois and Missouri renew their annual Braggin’ Rights rivalry in men’s college 
basketball tonight in St. Louis.

12/22/2021 :60
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5158 University of Illinois Spot 
News

In order to make water safe to drink, it has to go through a process called 
chemical disinfection. A University of Illinois professor has discovered a 
byproduct from this process that could be harmful to humans.

12/23/2022 :60

5159 Sports Spot 
News

It was all Illinois last (WEDNESDAY) night in the annual Braggin’ Rights 
basketball game between the Illini and Missouri in St. Louis. 

Illinois led throughout in an 88-63 win at the Enterprise Center.

12/23/2021 :60

5160 Community Spot 
News

Winter is often the most difficult time for those experiencing homelessness. 

State officials estimate that at any given time in Illinois … about 10-thousand 
people are without a home.

12/24/2021 :60

5161 Community Spot 
News

The number of hungry families across the Midwest has gone down over the 
past year.

12/27/2021 :60

5162 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

A new state law will outlaw school dress code policies that tell students how 
they can wear their hair. As IPM student reporter Farrah Anderson reports, 
many Black people are saying this law, which goes into effect January 1st, has 
come to Illinois far too late.

12/29/2021 :60

5163 Agriculture Spot 
News

Agricultural guest workers will get a pay bump come the new year.

Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin reports that’s thanks to a lawsuit.

12/30/2021 :60


