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2459 Government Spot 
News 

Once again, an arbitrator acting under terms of the Champaign police union 
contract has ruled in favor of fired police officer Matt Rush. 

1/3/2017 :30 
sec 

 

2525 Government Interview We heard from two agencies that worked to pass the “Illinois Domestic 
Worker Bill of Rights” and learned what difference it will make for domestic 
workers across the state. 
 
We also asked: Why do agricultural workers continue to be excluded from 
many federal and state labor laws, including this new one? 
 
We were joined by a lawyer whose agency offers free legal services to farm 
workers throughout the state. 

1/3/2017 33:00 
 

2526 Government Interview We heard from two agencies that worked to pass the “Illinois Domestic 
Worker Bill of Rights” and learned what difference it will make for domestic 
workers across the state. 
 
We also asked: Why do agricultural workers continue to be excluded from 
many federal and state labor laws, including this new one? 
 
We were joined by a lawyer whose agency offers free legal services to farm 
workers throughout the state. 

1/3/2017 33:00 
 

2527 Government Interview The stopgap budget expired with the end of 2016. What will happen to public 
universities and social service agencies that depend on state funding? 
 
We checked in with two political reporters in Illinois to get the latest. 

1/3/2017 15:30 
 

2706 Government Spot 
News 

Vermilion County Board Chairman Mike Marron is forming an ad hoc 
committee to look at the leadership model, and whether his position should 

1/3/2017 1:10 
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be reduced to part-time. The county board may also consider a countywide 
executive. 

2784 Housing Spot 
News 

A preview of the annual One Winter Night to benefit area homeless. 1/3/2017 :60 
 

2528 Community Interview We went beyond the recent news headlines to ask: Why are so many people 
being killed, not only in Chicago, but in many Midwestern cities? What will it 
take to stop the violence? We also learned about commumnity efforts in 
Danville and Peoria to reduce gun violence. Photo: Pam Dempsey / Illinois 
Public Media). 
 
Gun ViolenceIllinoisDanvilleChicagoPeoria 

1/4/2017 50:00 
 

2529 Community Interview We spoke with Lisa Daniels, mother of Darren Easterling, who was shot and 
killed in 2012 at the age of 25. She shared what the past 4 years have been 
like for her since she lost her son - and explained why she asked the jury to be 
lenient toward the man convicted of killing her son. 

1/4/2017 11:00 
 

2530 Community Interview We spoke with Nate “Bo-Bo” Smalls, of the “Three Kings of Peace," a group of 
community activists in Danville that have been rallying people together to 
combat the violence they’ve seen in their community. 

1/4/2017 10:00 
 

2531 Community Interview As we discuss the recent spike in gun violence in Illinois - with a focus on 
Chicago, where more than 700 people were killed in 2016 - we wanted to look 
beyond Chicago to other parts of Illinois, to hear what the past year has been 
like for them and learn about what action steps they are taking to reduce 
violence in their communities. We spoke with Peoria Mayor Jim Ardis, who 
leads a program called “Don’t Shoot Peoria.” 

1/4/2017 08:30 
 

2707 Community Spot 
News 

A member of the group Three Kings of Peace in Danville says many incidents 
ending in gun violence involve those who come from Chicago Public Housing, 
and their transition has been difficult. 

1/4/2017 1:00 
 

2430 Sports Spot 
News 

Six Illini scored double-figures as the men's basketball team rolled past the 
Division II Lewis Flyers 95-51 Friday night at the U of I State Farm Center. 

1/5/2017 1:00 
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2532 Transportation Interview Over the course of 2016, Illinois saw its largest number of fatalities from car 
accidents in nearly a decade. 
There were 1,076 deaths on Illinois’ roadways last year, according to the 
Illinois Department of Transportation. That’s nearly three lives lost on the 
road per day. 
We spoke with Kelsea Gurski, a spokesperson from the Illinois Department of 
Transportation. 
Last year, Illinois also saw a rise in car insurance. In October, State Farm 
Insurance implemented their highest rate hike in 14 years. On average, the 
company raised their rates 5.9 for their auto insurance customers, while 
Allstate Insurance raised theirs about 6.9 percent last summer. 
We spoke with a representative from Allstate Insurance about rate hikes, and 
reporter Steve Daniels, who has been covering this issue recently for Crain’s 
Chicago Business. 

1/5/2017 16:00 
 

2533 Community Interview In the spring of 1944, a young girl was taken away from her family, along with 
her twin sister. In the months that followed, they - along with 15-hundred 
other sets of twins - were placed on a near-starvation diet and subjected to 
horrific human experimentation under the guidance of Nazi doctor Josef 
Mengele, known as the “Angel of Death.” The experimentation lasted for 
almost a year, and of the 3,000 people who were in that concentration camp 
in Auschwitz, only an estimated 200 survived. 
One of those survivors is Eva Mozes Kor. She now lives in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, where she is the founding director of the CANDLES Holocaust 
Museum. She will share her experience with us - and why she has chosen to 
forgive her Nazi captors. 

1/5/2017 32:00 
 

2461 Women and 
Minorities 

Spot 
News 

RACES, the Urbana-based agency offering help for rape victims in four 
counties, has named Adelaide Ame as its new executive director, and is 
vowing to restore the services it was forced to cut due to the state budget 
impasse. 

1/6/2017 1:00 
 

2501 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

Rivian Automotive has completed the purchase of the former Mitsubishi plant 
Normal, where it plans to manufacture electric vehicles. 

1/6/2017 1:00 
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2708 Community Spot 
News 

Sue Grey with the United Way of Champaign County says chapters from 
around Illinois are meeting to look at what social services are most at risk with 
the expiration of the state's stopgap funding plan. 

1/6/2017 1:00 
 

2502 Health and Health 
Care 

Spot 
News 

The Champaign County Board will discuss three possible referendum 
questions concerning its financially strapped county nursing home at a special 
meeting Tuesday evening. 

1/9/2017 1:00 
 

2534 Politics/Elections Interview We heard an update on a possible budget solution from Gov. Bruce Rauner in 
Springfield this morning. 

1/9/2017 3:00 
 

2535 Business/Economy Interview Last week, Sears announced it would be closing 150 of its Sears and Kmart 
stores early this year. 
 
The retail giant also sold off its heavyweight tool brand Craftsman to Stanley 
Black & Decker for about $900 million dollars. Many executives within Sears 
are putting the blame on CEO Eddie Lampert. 
 
We were be joined by Business Insider reporter Hayley Peterson, who wrote 
an in-depth story on Lampert and the company based in Hoffman Estates. 

1/9/2017 8:00 
 

2536 Community Interview We talked with Kristie Paskvan, Founder of Chicago Says No More, who 
supported a new law that requires salon professionals renewing their licences 
in Illinois to receive training in domestic violence and sexual assault 
awareness. We also heard from Everything’s Relative Salon owner Joan Each 
Rowan. 

1/9/2017 15:30 
 

2537 Community Interview We learned about the latest controversy involving the pork industry and 
residents in one rural area of western Illinois. 

1/9/2017 22:00 
 

2709 Health and Health 
Care 

Spot 
News 

The founder of Medical Cannabis Outreach says its Shelbyville location will not 
only help hopeful patients find a physician, but help them learn how to use 
the product. 

1/9/2017 1:20 
 

2503 Education Spot 
News 

Three finalists for the job of Champaign Unit Four district superintendent will 
come to town next week. 

1/10/2017 :45 
sec 
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2538 Politics/Elections Interview President Obama is set to deliver his farewell address in Chicago Tuesday 
night. We spoke with Congresswoman Cheri Bustos and political reporter 
Carol Felsenthal about what to expect 

1/10/2017 16:00 
 

2539 Arts and Culture Interview John Hughes is well-known for his role in directing numerous movies about 
teens, set in the Chicago suburbs during the '80s and '90s, including The 
Breakfast Club, Ferris Beuller's Day Off & Home Alone, among many others. 
 
The movies had such an impact on one Chicago native, Jason Diamond, that in 
his twenties, he made it his goal to write the untold story of John Hughes. 
 
The book that resulted is quite a bit different than the one he initially set out 
to write. It’s about John Hughes in part, but more so, it’s about Jason’s 
personal journey growing up in the Chicago suburbs, idolizing the famous 
movie director. 
 
We spoke with the author of the new memoir “Searching For John Hughes: Or 
Everything I Thought I Needed to Know About Life I Learned from Watching 
‘80s Movies" 

1/10/2017 33:00 
 

2438 Government Spot 
News 

The Champaign County Board gave preliminary approval to a property tax levy 
for next year that’s nearly 6 and a quarter percent higher than the current 
levy. 

1/11/2017 :45 
sec 

 

2504 Community Spot 
News 

An emergency shelter for homeless men at the Danville Rescue Mission puts 
an emphasis on getting the men into employment and finding permanent 
housing. 

1/11/2017 1:00 
 

2505 Health and Health 
Care 

Spot 
News 

Champaign County voters will get a chance to say whether they want to raise 
their property tax rates to help the financially strapped county nursing home, 
or allow the county board to sell or otherwise dispose of the facility. 

1/11/2017 1:00 
 

2540 Politics/Elections Interview Today the 100th class of the state’s General Assembly will be sworn in. In the 
lame duck session that preceded, we saw a flurry of activity, with passage of 
bills on lead testing, bipartisan criminal reform and even some movement on 

1/11/2017 33;00 
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working towards a budget. 
 
We got the latest on what Illinois lawmakers have been up to this week, from 
Matt Dietrich, editor with Reboot Illinois and WUIS political reporter Brian 
Mackey. 

2541 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview New guidelines from the National Institutes of Health state that the best way 
to prevent peanut allergies in children is to expose them early - as young as 
four-to-six months. 
 
We talked with Dr. Jennifer Kim, a pediatric allergist at NorthShore University 
Health System in the north Chicago suburbs, and is an executive committee 
member in the Section of Allergy & Immunology for the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 

1/11/2017 12:30 
 

2710 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

Champaign Finance Director Richard Schnuer says the city is in excellent 
financial shape, citing two Triple-A bond ratings from agencies, and upgrades, 
like lots of downtown economic development. 

1/11/2017 1:00 
 

2506 Community Spot 
News 

Champaign & Urbana Police arrested Joshu'ah K Young and Tyrone Franklin in 
connection with the murders of Rakim Vineyard and Robert Lee Brown, 
respectively. 

1/12/2017 1:00 
 

2542 Politics/Elections Interview On Tuesday night, President Obama bid farewell to the nation from his 
hometown of Chicago. 
 
Today, we talked about how Illinois is saying goodbye to him. Washington 
lawmakers representing all parts of the state - from Sen. Dick Durbin to 
Congressman Rodney Davis and Congresswoman Cheri Bustos - shared their 
stories about President Obama. 

1/12/2017 49:00 
 

2711 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Urbana resident Bryton Mellott has filed a federal lawsuit against four Urbana 
Police officers for his July 2016 arrest, after he posted pictures of burning an 
American flag on Facebook. 

1/12/2017 1:30 
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2543 Politics/Elections Interview Next week, President-elect Donald Trump will be sworn in as the 45th 
President of the United States. 
 
We talked with Naperville resident Troy Thompson, who will be travelling to 
Washington D.C. next week to celebrate the presidential inauguration, and 
Shane Bouvet who manages social media for Illinois for Trump. 

1/13/2017 16:00 
 

2544 Politics/Elections Interview We spoke with Rep. Rodney Davis about what he's looking forward to at the 
inauguration and working with President-elect Donald Trump. 

1/13/2017 10:00 
 

2545 Politics/Elections Interview We spoke with Alejandra Aguero, who is going to D.C. to participate in the 
Women’s March on Washington on January 21. We also heard from Darletta 
Scruggs, an organizer with the Resist Trump: Occupy Inauguration Chicago, 
and Kathy Neely, an organizer of the Southern Illinois Women’s March in 
Carbondale, Illinois. 

1/13/2017 17:00 
 

2546 Community Interview We spoke with Rev. Claude Shelby, senior pastor of Salem Baptist Church in 
Champaign, Illinois. He is organizing the 32nd annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Celebration this Sunday at Krannert Center. 

1/13/2017 5:00 
 

2454 Community Spot 
News 

Caleb Emery, who was shot by a Vermilion County Sheriff’s deputy on Tuesday 
at a house south of Danville has been charged with residential arson. 

1/16/2017 :40 
sec 

 

2507 Government Spot 
News 

State Senators Jason Barickman, Republican, and Scott Bennett, Democrat, 
both say the Senate's passage of term limits for legislative leaders represents 
a showing of good faith in support of a state budget package. 

1/16/2017 1:00 
 

2508 Government Spot 
News 

H. Lee Holsapple, who served as Macon County Sheriff from 1986 to 1998, has 
died at the age of 80. 

1/16/2017 :20 
sec 

 

2547 Community Interview We talk about what it looks like to carry on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s legacy, 
with a pastor in Champaign - Rev. Claude Shelby - who was involved in the 
civil rights movement in Illinois during the 1950s and 1960s. 

1/16/2017 33:00 
 

2548 Community Interview oday, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum honored Dr. King 
by having one of its museum actors read the famous “I Have a Dream" 
speech. We spoke with Reggie Guyton about how one prepares to read one of 

1/16/2017 15:30 
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America’s most famous speeches, and talked to the Presidential Library about 
the links between President Lincoln and Dr. King. 

2712 Politics/Elections Feature U of I professor Chris Benson delivered the keynote address as part of the 
Champaign Countywide MLK Celebration at Parkland College, challenging his 
audience to address a 'dehumanizing' and 'destructive' debate in the US 
today. 

1/16/2017 3:27 
 

2510 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

The Champaign County Association of Realtors reports sales of existing homes 
in the county for 2016 were at their highest level in ten years. 

1/17/2017 
  

2549 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview A research study finds a link between shootings, violence and post-traumatic 
stress disorder among women in one under-served community in Chicago. We 
learned more from one of the lead authors, Inger Burnett-Zeigler, clinical 
psychologist at Northwestern University's Feinberg School of Medicine. 

1/17/2017 9:00 
 

2550 Sports Interview The World Series champion Chicago Cubs visited the White House yesterday. 
It was President Obama’s last official event at the White House while still in 
office. President Obama is a White Sox fan, but he said that even he was 
choked up by the Cubs historic World Series win. 
We learned more from Cheryl Rae Stout, sports correspondent for WBEZ in 
Chicago. 

1/17/2017 5:13 
 

2551 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview A new book by a medical doctor turned journalist provides answers to 
common questions about the human body. We spoke with Dr. James Hamblin, 
author of the new book “If Our Bodies Could Talk,” which focuses on health 
and medical issues that never seem to go away and that tend to be 
mischaracterized and oversimplified by the media. 

1/17/2017 33:00 
 

2713 Community Spot 
News 

The Urbana City Council is scheduled to vote on a resoultion challenging state 
law, letting downstate communities charge more in phone fees for 911 
service. Alderwoman Diane Marlin says others paying into METCAD 911 
service in the county should see the resolution. 

1/17/2017 1:00 
 

2785 University of 
Illinois 

Interview A conversation with Dr. Kelly Ballantyne from U of I Vet Med about the myth 
of dominance in dogs. 

1/17/2017 4:00 
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2509 Education Spot 
News 

Gov. Bruce Rauner visited Franklin Middle School in Champaign, where he 
dropped in on classes, answered questions from students, talked about 
potential "superstar" picks for University of Illinois trustee slots and praised 
Pres.-Elect Trump's nominee for Education Secretary, Betsy DeVos. 

1/18/2017 1:00 
 

2552 Community Interview Financial planners Jacob Kuebler who is with Bluestem Financial Advisors in 
Champaign, and Daryl Daggit who is with Savant Capital Management joined 
us to share tips for preparing for this upcoming tax season. 
Photo by Daryl Scott, WBCU 

1/18/2017 16:00 
 

2553 Arts and Culture Interview Forty five years ago this Saturday, DC Comics named the city of Metropolis the 
official hometown of Superman. We talked with Metropolis Mayor Bill 
McDaniel about how they’ve been carrying this title with honor. 

1/18/2017 15:30 
 

2554 Arts and Culture Interview 'The Play of Adam' will be re-staged at Illinois this week by the the Met 
Cloisters and the Program in Medieval Studies & Illinois Theater. We spoke 
with the stage director, composer, and translator of the medieval comic 
drama. 

1/18/2017 17:00 
 

2714 Government Spot 
News 

The Champaign City Council signed off on a seperation agreement with 
embattled city police office Matt Rush, following more than two years of 
appeals and litigation and a series of use of excessive force lawsuits totalling 
more than $300,000 . Champaign paid Rush $50,000 in the seperation 
agreement. 

1/18/2017 1:20 
 

2511 Education Spot 
News 

Gov Rauner answered a student's question about the state budget during a 
visit to Franklin Middle School in Champaign Thursday. 

1/19/2017 1:00 
 

2555 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview An Illinois lawmaker says the FDA policy for blood donations is outdated and 
discriminatory against gay men. We spoke with Representative Mike Quigley 
(D-IL5) about what he would like to see changed. 

1/19/2017 09:00 
 

2556 Business/Economy Interview We took a look at why McDonald's is expanding its "Big Mac" sandwich to 
include two new versions, the "Grand Mac" and the "Mac Jr." 

1/19/2017 5:30 
 

2557 Environment Interview The future for primates like apes, monkeys and lemurs looks grim. What’s 
going on? We heard more from anthropologist Paul Garber, one of the 
authors of a new study published in the journal "Science Advances." 

1/19/2017 11:00 
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2558 Business/Economy Interview We learned about a recent report from the left-leaning Economic Policy 
Institute, which shows that more people are working part-time jobs even 
though they would prefer full-time work. 

1/19/2017 22:00 
 

2512 Health and Health 
Care 

Spot 
News 

Eight people, 2 in Wisconsin and six in Illinois, have been found to have the 
Seoul virus, traced to two ratteries, or rat-breeding operations in Illinois. 

1/20/2017 1:00 
 

2786 Sports Interview A portion of an interview with Illinois women's basketball player Petra 
Holesinska, discussing the life of an international student-athlete 

1/20/2017 4:00 
 

2513 Housing Spot 
News 

The Danville Rescue Mission begins welcoming guests to its new Dayspring 
emergency shelter for women and children today. 

1/23/2017 1:00 
 

2559 Business/Economy Interview President Trump pledged during his campaign that on “day one” he would 
rewrite U.S. trade policy - including agreements like Nafta and the Trans 
Pacific Partnership. 
 
On Monday morning, President Trump signed an executive action to withdraw 
from the TPP. We discuss what this would mean for farmers and talk about 
other issues that are relevant to farmers in Illinois. 
We spoke with Illinois farmers Brian Duncan and Paul Taylor. We also talked 
with Jonathan Coppess who worked on farm policy in the U.S. Senate and at 
the USDA and now teaches at University of Illinois. We were also joined by 
Phil Levy, senior fellow at the Chicago Council on Global Affairs. 

1/23/2017 33:00 
 

2560 Politics/Elections Interview This week in Springfield, several committee hearings are scheduled for the 
Senate. They’ll be discussing different aspects of the so-called “grand bargain” 
- roughly a dozen different bills that have been put forward by Senate 
President John Cullerton and Senate Republican Leader Christine Radogno. 
We got the latest in Illinois politics from WTTW Chicago Tonight's Amanda 
Vinicky. 

1/23/2017 08:00 
 

2561 Sports Interview Next season, Chicago baseball fans will be able to watch all the big Cubs and 
White Sox moments on the go, or anywhere they want. 
We learned more from Crain's Chicago Business reporter Danny Ecker. 

1/23/2017 7:40 
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2715 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

An estimated 5,000 people attended the women's march in downtown 
Champaign over the weekend. Speakers at the event included advocates for 
the LGBT community from Charleston, and a member of the University of 
Illinois Muslim Students Association, who said the hateful speech heard in 
President Donald Trump's election could bring the US back to some of its 
darkest times in history. 

1/23/2017 1:20 
 

2515 Government Spot 
News 

The Champaign City Council gets its first look Tuesday night at proposals for 
handling citizen complaints about police, including an advisory citizen review 
board. 

1/24/2017 1:00 
 

2516 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

Sales of existing homes in Illinois were down in December, but up overall in 
2016, according to the group Illinois Realtors 

1/24/2017 :45 
 

2562 Business/Economy Interview During President Trump’s first week in office, we’re taking a look at how the 
new administration will affect different aspects of Illinois' economy. 
 
We zeroed in on manufacturing. There are about half a million people in 
Illinois employed in manufacturing, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
and jobs have been declining over the past year. 
 
We spoke with Chuck Sweeny, senior editor at the Rockford Register Star and 
Representative John Cabello 

1/24/2017 16:00 
 

2563 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Every year, tens of thousands of people are hospitalized as the result of being 
prescribed multiple drugs, which individually would not harm them, but in 
combination can be dangerous or even deadly. 
 
Ray Long is one of the Chicago Tribune reporters behind an investigation into 
the issue. We spoke with him today. 

1/24/2017 7:00 
 

2564 Arts and Culture Interview This week, Mark Morris Dance Group is coming to east central Illinois. They’ll 
be performing on Friday and Saturday night at the Krannert Center for the 
Performing Arts in Urbana, and will also be hosting several events that are 
open to people, both young and old. 

1/24/2017 15:30 
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We talked with Mark Morris about his approach to combining live music with 
dance, and discuss the line-up for this week's performances. 

2565 Arts and Culture Interview A tax on sugary drinks has been proposed for Illinois - it would raise an 
estimated half-a-billion dollars in revenue - and it includes both juices AND 
carbonated beverages. 
 
We discussed the different ways people refer to sugary drinks across the state 
and the country. English professor Allan Metcalf explained where each term, 
like "pop" and "soda" is used. 

1/24/2017 6:00 
 

2514 Education Spot 
News 

University of Illinois Pres. Tim Killeen and other top administrators pledged in 
a mass e-mail to work to protect undocumented students. 

1/25/2017 1:00 
 

2566 Government Interview This past weekend, President Trump issued an executive order - a 1-page 
document describing his intent to repeal the Affordable Care Act. What would 
a repeal mean for the ONE million people in Illinois who have been able to 
receive coverage - both through the marketplace and through the expansion 
of Medicaid? How would jobs in healthcare be affected? 
We spoke with Stephani Becker is a senior policy specialist at Chicago-based 
Sargent Shriver Center on Poverty Law; and Larry Boress is the CEO of 
Chicago-based nonprofit Midwest Business Group on Health. 

1/25/2017 23:00 
 

2567 Politics/Elections Interview Today, Governor Bruce Rauner delivers his “State of the State” address. We 
talked about what we can expect to hear from him - and checked in with the 
United Way and one school superintendent from a rural district - they gave us 
their own "state of the state" analysis about how social service agencies and 
K-12 education are faring. 

1/25/2017 25:00 
 

2716 Community Spot 
News 

Champaign City Council members have unanimously approved a plan for 
citizens to review police complaints, which allows a review panel to use 
subpoena powers. The council heard from four opponents. 

1/25/2017 1:10 
 

2568 Science and 
Technology 

Interview What does a Trump administration mean for science? Scientists from across 
the state join us to discuss. 

1/26/2017 16:00 
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We spoke with Peggy Mason, neurobiology professor at the University of 
Chicago and Donald Wuebbles, professor in the department of atmospheric 
sciences at the University of Illinois, who will be speaking on a panel 
discussion on this topic on Friday. 

2569 Science and 
Technology 

Interview We also spoke with a former Fermilab physicist who's now in Congress - 
Representative Bill Foster (D-11) - about the impact of the Trump 
administration on the future of scientific research, and the economic impact 
that could face Illinois if research funding is cut 

1/26/2017 13:00 
 

2570 Environment Interview All week, we’ve been hearing about the Trump administration taking action to 
halt communications between federal agencies and the media. 
The latest news involves the Environmental Protection agency, whose new 
work is being put under a “temporary hold” before it can be released to the 
public. 
We were joined by Peoria-based science journalist Tara Haelle. 

1/26/2017 5:00 
 

2571 Women and 
Minorities 

Interview We talked with the Chicago-based artist and calligrapher behind the “Dear 
Women Project." The idea is for women to send handwritten notes to other 
women who inspire them. 
Photo: Dear Women 

1/26/2017 8:15 
 

2572 Education Interview Representative Will Guzzardi is taking his idea of free college tuition to 
Carbondale and SIU. We talked to him about his upcoming event 

1/26/2017 7:00 
 

2517 Education Interview Teams of 4th-8th grade students from across Illinois will take part in a "Lego 
Lague" tournament at the University of Illinois campus Saturday, testing their 
ability to program toy robots to perform assigned tasks. 

1/27/2017 5:00 
 

2574 Community Interview We talked with Warren Montgomery, who was mentored by Steve Shoemaker 
for 12 years. They met when Warren was in fourth grade. Now, he’s in his last 
year of high school. Last fall, Steve passed away.  
Friday morning, the Illinois State Mentoring Partnership will present its annual 
mentoring award to the duo. 

1/27/2017 32:00 
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2787 Arts and Culture Interview Pianist Ian Gindes discusses a pair of upcoming performances in Champaign-
Urbana. 

1/27/2017 7:00 
 

2518 Education Spot 
News 

A march on the University of Illinois Urbana campus Quad on Monday 
protests Pres. Trumps travel ban for seven Muslim-majority countries, and 
also calls on the university to help students affected by the ban with legal 
assistance and emergency housing. 

1/30/2017 :45 
sec 

 

2575 Politics/Elections Interview President Trump's executive order on immigration on Friday banning Syrian 
refugees and immigrants from seven Muslim-majority countries has 
reverberated around not just the U.S. but the world. 
 
Over the weekend, hundreds protested across the country and in airports 
across Illinois - from O’Hare in Chicago to Willard in Champaign. 
We talked with David Schaper, NPR National Correspondent based in the 
Midwest. 

1/30/2017 8:00 
 

2576 Politics/Elections Interview A lot of legal challenges are being made to President Trump’s order. The U.N. 
High Commissioner for Human Rights posted a Twitter message Monday that 
said that “discrimination on nationality” violates international human rights 
codes. 
 
The Chicago Tribune reported this morning that more than 40 percent of the 
more than 30,000 refugees who have settled in the Chicagoland area in the 
past 15 years are from the seven countries specifically mentioned in the 
president’s executive order. 
 
According to that story, almost 12,000 refugees have resettled in Chicago. 
Rockford, Wheaton, Aurora and Skokie have also resettled the highest 
amounts of refugees. 
Since 2007, 1, 116 have come from Syria.  
We talked with Suzanne Akhras Sahloul, Executive Director of Syrian 
Community Network. 

1/30/2017 08:00 
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2577 Politics/Elections Interview The executive order that was signed on Friday suspends nationals of Iran, Iraq, 
Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen from entering the U.S. for 90 days. It 
also indefinitely bans Syrian refugees from entering the United States and 
suspends all refugee admissions for 120 days. 
While there were tens of thousands of people demonstrating in the streets, 
there were other protests, too. As of Monday morning, more than 12,000 
academics and researchers in the United States, including 40 Nobel Laureates, 
signed a petition against this executive order. About 125 of those signatories 
were from Illinois universities. 
The people whose status in the United States would be reconsidered under 
this executive order are our students, friends, colleagues, and members of our 
communities - the petition said. 
 
The University of Illinois has one of the country’s largest international student 
populations. when you look at major research universities.  
We talked with Salah Al-Ghaithi, PhD student in communications at the 
University of Illinois. He’s from Yemen. We also spoke with Brighten Godfrey, 
associate professor of Computer Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana 
Champaign. 

1/30/2017 10:30 
 

2578 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with Demian Kogan Organizing Director at The Illinois Coalition for 
Immigrant and Refugees Rights about what they are doing to help people 
affected by President Trump's executive order immigration. 

1/30/2017 7:00 
 

2579 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with Janet Fouts, organizer with #StandwithAleppo campaign about 
what moms around the U.S. are doing to help Syrian refugees. 

1/30/2017 5:10 
 

2580 Community Interview On Friday night, a synagogue in the Chicago suburbs welcomed what may 
have been the last Syrian refugee family into the United States. Faith 
communities have a longstanding tradition of welcoming and helping refugees 
being resettled into this country. 
Rabbi Evan Moffic is a senior rabbi with Congregation Solel on Chicago’s North 
Shore. His Reform congregation had been working with the nonprofit agency 

1/30/2017 11:30 
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Refugee One to welcome a refugee family - he joined us from Highland Park 
to share more. 

2717 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

About 600 people attended a rally outside the University of Illnois' Willard 
Airport, in protest of President Donald Trump's executive order banning travel 
from seven majority-Muslim countries. 

1/30/2017 1:10 
 

2519 Government Spot 
News 

University of Illinois PhD student Salah Al-Ghaithi of Yemen says the 
president's travel ban against his nation and others will hurt his countrymen's 
ability to learn about the positive aspects of the U-S. 

1/31/2017 :45 
sec 

 

2581 Business/Economy Interview A surprise announcement from Caterpillar this morning, as it’s moving its 
headquarters from Peoria to Chicago. 
 
Caterpillar is one of Illinois’s biggest companies. It’s ranked fifth-largest of the 
Illinois companies on the Fortune 500 list and they’ve said for years they 
wouldn’t leave Peoria. 

1/31/2017 10:00 
 

2582 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Yesterday in Chicago, more than a hundred medical students protested at 
Northwestern University’s medical school in downtown Chicago to send a 
message to Governor Rauner, asking him to make a public statement of 
support for Medicaid expansion and access to coverage. 
 
We talked with Michelle Gorecki, one of the organizers of the protest. 

1/31/2017 06:00 
 

2583 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Today is also the last day to sign up for health insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act. 
 
We were joined by John Gregory, Senior Writer for TriMed Media Group in 
Chicago to learn more about what enrollment looks like so far and what to do 
if you still need to sign up. 

1/31/2017 7:00 
 

2584 Politics/Elections Interview Every week we keep you updated on what’s happening in Illinois politics. 
 
We were joined by WICS political reporter Jordan Abudayyeh and the Chicago 
Tribune’s Monique Garcia. 

1/31/2017 19:00 
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2585 Government Interview State Treasurer Michael Frerichs has announced a new multi-state partnership 
aimed at helping especially families with disabilities save money for the 
future. 
 
At the federal level, the program is known as the “Achieving a Better Life Act," 
or the ABLE Act. The National Disability Institute estimates there are 58 
million people with disabilities in the U.S. Many will be eligible for this 
program, which was adopted by the state of Illinois last year. Yesterday marks 
its official start. We spoke with Treasurer Frerichs earlier to learn more about 
the program. 

1/31/2017 7:30 
 

2520 Arts and Culture Spot 
News 

Violinist Aisha Orazbeyeva has cancelled concerts at the University of Illinois 
Krannert Center and Chicago, in solidarity with those prevented from entering 
the U-S by Pres. Trump's executive actions. 

2/1/2017 1:00 
 

2521 Health and Health 
Care 

Spot 
News 

State Treasurer Mike Frerichs is overseeing Illinois' new ABLE account 
program, part of a multi-state program enabling families to set up special tax-
free savings accounts to save money to help offspring with disabilities. 

2/1/2017 :45 
sec 

 

2586 Community Interview A new report from the National Human Trafficking Hotline finds that the 
number of human trafficking cases reported in Illinois have nearly doubled 
over the past four years. 
 
We talked about the data, and learn about efforts to reduce human trafficking 
in Illinois, with Darci Flynn, associate director of freedom from trafficking with 
the Chicago-based Heartland Alliance. 

2/1/2017 12:00 
 

2587 Environment Interview The rusty patched bumblebee - once a common sight throughout the Midwest 
- will become the first bee species in the continental U.S. to land on the 
endangered species list. The protected status given by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service goes into effect on February 10. 
We learned more from one of the world’s leading experts on bees, University 
of Illinois entomologist Gene Robinson. 

2/1/2017 16:30 
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2588 Arts and Culture Interview We discussed several recent food and health news headlines with WBEZ's 
food reporter Monica Eng. 

2/1/2017 9:00 
 

2589 Science and 
Technology 

Interview If getting locked into a room with a group of friends - and having to use 
science to figure your way out - sounds like your idea of a good time - then an 
escape room might be just the thing for you. 
And in Central Illinois, there’s a new venue for doing just that. It’s called Lab 
Escape and it’s located in Lincoln Square mall in Urbana. They had their grand 
opening last weekend. We took a visit - and spoke with the Director / Evil 
Mastermind of LabEscape, Paul Kwiat. 

2/1/2017 11:00 
 

2522 Education Spot 
News 

Voters in the Rossville-Alvin and Bismarck-Henning school districts will decide 
in the April 4th election whether to turn Bismarck-Henning High School into a 
co-op high school, co-governed by the two districts. 

2/2/2017 :45 
sec 

 

2590 Business/Economy Interview Caterpillar’s abrupt announcement Tuesday morning that it would be 
relocating its headquarters to Chicago has caught their hometown of Peoria 
by surprise. We checked in with Michael Freilinger, president of Peoria 
Downtown Development, to learn more. 
We also spoke with people from another central Illinois town: Decatur. 
Over the past three years, two of Decatur’s largest companies, ADM and Tate 
& Lyle, also relocated their headquarters to Chicago. What does it mean for a 
city’s economic development to lose a major world headquarters? And what 
does it mean for the civic life of a city? 
We heard from Nicole Bateman of the Economic Development Corporation of 
Decatur & Macon County, and Jerry Johnson, Executive Director of the 
Decatur Arts Council. 

2/2/2017 13:00 
 

2591 Business/Economy Interview A new report finds that progress toward decreasing the unemployment rate 
for young people in Chicago has been slow. 
We spoke with one of the authors of the report- Teresa Córdova, director of 
the Great Cities Institute at the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

2/2/2017 24:00 
 

2592 Sports Interview The Super Bowl is this Sunday. It’s not only the biggest event in sports every 
year, but the biggest television event as well. 

2/2/2017 11:30 
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We talked with Advertising Age’s Chicago bureau chief E.J. Schultz about how 
companies are gearing up to cash in on the 100-plus million viewers the NFL’s 
biggest game will have this Sunday. 

2718 Environment Spot 
News 

The US EPA says it's too early to tell whether homes in Champaign's 5th and 
Hill neighborhood that are being tested of toxic vapors are experiencing 
problems from the site of a nearby former manufactured gas plant. 

2/2/2017 1:00 
 

2739 Environment Spot 
News 

The US EPA says it's too early to say whether possible evidence of toxic vapors 
in homes in Champaign's 5th and Hill neighborood is tied to the site of the 
former manufactured gas plant now owned by Ameren 

2/2/2017 1:10 
 

2593 Arts and Culture Interview Children’s reggae musician Aaron Nigel Smith is in Central Illinois for a concert 
this weekend. He joined us to perform in studio and share his approach to 
making music for the whole family. 

2/3/2017 15:30 
 

2594 Arts and Culture Interview How do revolutions get created? And how are political scientists interpreting 
the protests and demonstrations we’re seeing right now? 
We spoke with Springfield political scientist Richard Gilman-Opalsky about the 
history or revolution, which is the focus of his new book, "Specters of Revolt." 

2/3/2017 32:00 
 

2719 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

The head of the Decatur Arts Council says losing ADM's corporate 
headquarters means working harder to stay connected with those who have 
left the city. Jerry Johnson's comments came after Caterpillar's news that the 
heavy equipment maker is moving its corporate headquarters to Chicago. 

2/3/2017 1:00 
 

2788 Sports Interview Daily Illini reporter Michael Dwojak discusses a recent in-depth story on 
concussions in Illini athletes. 

2/3/2017 4:00 
 

2523 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Members of a senior Republicans group in Champaign County support 
President Trump, although some have qualms. 

2/6/2017 1:00 
 

2595 Government Interview Over the weekend immigration orders originally put in place by President 
Trump last weekend was temporarily halted by a federal judge. The ban on 
immigrants from seven Muslim-majority nations, and for refugees, was 
suspended and an appeal by the Trump administration to stay that decision 
was also denied. 
 

2/6/2017 12:00 
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The executive orders had meant that anywhere from 60,000 to 100,000 visas 
had been revoked. 
 
What does all this mean now for the people trying to get into Illinois? 
 
We learned more from Chicago immigration attorney Michael Jarecki, who 
has been representing several clients affected by the executive orders. 

2596 Community Interview Central Illinois resident Shane Bouvet got a very special gift from President 
Trump: a personal check of $10,000. 
 
We talked to Bouvet about what it was like to meet President Trump in 
person and how he feels the first two weeks of Trump's presidency have 
been. 

2/6/2017 06:00 
 

2597 Politics/Elections Interview The Illinois Senate will be back early this week to start voting on budget bills. 
We’ve been hearing a lot about a “grand bargain” - the package of 13 bills 
designed to end the ongoing budget stalemate. What the status? 
 
We brought you the latest in Illinois politics with reporters Tony Arnold of 
WBEZ and Matt Dietrich of Reboot Illinois. 

2/6/2017 16:00 
 

2598 Education Interview We spoke with the president of Illinois State University, Larry Dietz, to hear 
how their campus has been faring through the ongoing budget stalemate. 

2/6/2017 11:30 
 

2720 Government Spot 
News 

Urbana Mayor Laurel Prussing had harsh words for the conservative Illinois 
Policy Institute's budget proposal to end the state budget stalemate. 

2/6/2017 1:00 
 

2740 Government Spot 
News 

Urbana Mayor Laurel Prussing had harsh words for a budget proposal 
developed by the conservative Illinois Policy Institute. She says local 
governments should not be punished for state leaders' inability to find a way 
to end Illinois' nearly 2- year budget stalemate. 

2/6/2017 1:00 
 

2524 Government Spot 
News 

Former Champaign County Board member Scott Tapley is organizing a group 
to support passage of a referendum allow for the sale of the county nursing 
home. 

2/7/2017 :50 
sec 

 



Program Data 

ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1 

2599 Government Interview Minutes before Betsy DeVos was confirmed as the next education secretary, 
we heard from both Senator Dick Durbin and Senator Tammy Duckworth 
today. The vote ended in a 50-50 split tie, which then gave Vice President 
Pence the authority to cast a tie-breaking vote, which confirmed her 
nomination. We also got the latest from Washington with WTTW Chicago 
Tonight's Amanda Vinicky. ( 

2/7/2017 16:00 
 

2600 Business/Economy Interview What’s the price for white-collar crime? Not high enough, according to two 
former federal securities law enforcement officials.  
Steven Ramirez is the Associate Dean of Loyola University’s Law School and 
the director of its Business Law Center. Mary Ramirez is at Washburn 
University School of Law. We spoke with them about their new book, The 
Case for the Corporate Death Penalty: Restoring Law and Order on Wall 
Street. 

2/7/2017 30:00 
 

2601 Environment Interview We remembered the longest-lived fish in the world - the Shedd Aquarium's 
Australian lungfish "Granddad" - who died earlier this week. 

2/7/2017 11:00 
 

2721 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

15th District Congressman John Shimkus says he and President Donald Trump 
differ when it comes to trade policy, including US involvement in the Trans 
Pacific Partnership, which Shimkus supported. 

2/7/2017 1:00 
 

2789 Arts and Culture Interview The annual Pens to Lens screenwriting competition is accepting entries 
throughout February. A conversation with two board members. 

2/7/2017 4:00 
 

2602 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview It’s the parent’s dilemma: what happens when you wake up the day to a sick 
kid? Do you send them to school or keep them at home? 
 
A recent national study shows that at least 75 percent of parents report at 
least one sick day for their child in the past year. 
 
We spoke with Champaign mom Erin Tarr and Chicago dad Mike Moreci about 
how they make the decision about sending their sick kids to school, and get 
advice from Dr. Ban Al-Sayyed, pediatric infectious disease specialist with the 
University of Illinois College of Medicine in Peoria. 

2/8/2017 16:00 
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2603 Science and 
Technology 

Interview It’s one thing to have a robot that flies. It’s another thing, entirely, to design a 
robot that mimics the complex flight patterns of a bat. 
 
We talked with the lead author of a new study published in the journal 
“Science Robotics,” Seth Hutchinson, professor in electrical and computer 
engineering at the University of Illinois. 

2/8/2017 08:00 
 

2604 Community Interview Could a new state holiday, "Obama Day," be just around the corner? We 
learned more from DNAinfo Chicago Reporter Sam Cholke. 

2/8/2017 08:00 
 

2605 Community Interview We checked in with the Race Unity Group of Carbondale to learn how they are 
continuing the conversation on race in southern Illinois. 

2/8/2017 17:00 
 

2606 Politics/Elections Interview Earlier this week, federal appellate court judges began hearing oral arguments 
in the legal challenges to President Trump’s executive orders on immigration 
that bars visa holders and immigrants from seven Muslim-majority countries 
from entering the U.S. It also permanently barred Syrian refugees and 
temporarily barred refugees from all other countries. 
 
We'll talk with Imam Hassan Mohamoud, of the Islamic Society of Greater 
Springfield, about how President Trump’s executive order on immigration has 
affected his family and community. 

2/8/2017 16;00 
 

2607 Education Interview How should English language arts teachers approach controversial and taboo 
topics in the classroom? 
 
We’ll talk with two of the contributors to a new book, "Can I Teach That? 
Negotiating Taboo Language and Controversial Topics in the Language Arts 
Classroom." Suzanne Linder is former teacher at University Laboratory High 
School in Urbana and also one of the co-editors of the book, and Jalissa Bates 
teaches at Baton Rouge Community College's Upward Bound program. 

2/9/2017 32:00 
 

2723 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

Peter Mansfield, a former University of Illinois researcher who won a Nobel 
Prize for helping to invent MRI scanners has died. 

2/10/2017 1:00 
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2741 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Two groups held separate local weekend events in response to election of 
President Donald Trump. Urbana Alderman Aaron Ammons says 'Building a 
Progressive Politics in the Trump Era' is aimed at building an unified effort on 
Trump's decisions, like his executive order on immigration. 

2/10/2017 1:00 
 

2608 Community Interview As Illinois celebrates President Abraham Lincoln’s 208th birthday, we talked to 
people who have made it their life’s work to present Abraham Lincoln in 
classrooms, at libraries, on stage, even at birthday parties. They joined us to 
talk about their work and share what lessons from Lincoln’s era are still 
relevant today. 

2/13/2017 16:00 
 

2609 Community Interview We spoke with Max and Donna Daniels, a husband and wife team that have 
been working together for nearly 30 years to present Abraham Lincoln and 
Mary Todd Lincoln. 

2/13/2017 17:00 
 

2610 Community Interview When images of Abraham Lincoln come to mind, the idea of him wearing an 
apron and in the kitchen may not be one of them. But we do know that is 
indeed historically accurate. As a child, he may well have pounded corn into 
meal and made hominy. As a soldier, he cooked for his men. Even as a 
married man he still helped out in the kitchen and maybe even made his own 
supper. 
That’s a picture painted by food historian Rae Eighmey. We talk with her 
about her new book “Abraham Lincoln in the Kitchen: A Culinary View of 
Lincoln’s Life and Times." 

2/13/2017 15:00 
 

2724 Government Spot 
News 

A state budget without a tax hike is possible, says the Illinois Policy Institute. 
The conservative think-tank has released its own budget plan. 

2/13/2017 
  

2611 Politics/Elections Interview The day before Governor Rauner’s budget address in Springfield, we discussed 
what kind of message we might expect and learned what the state could look 
like by the end of next year if the budget stalemate continues into its third 
year. 
We talked with David Merriman of the Institute for Government and Public 
Affairs at the University of Illinois, and learned about a budget proposal put 

2/14/2017 16:00 
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forth by the nonpartisan government research organization, the Civic 
Federation. 

2612 Politics/Elections Interview We spoke with Dan Lesser, coordinator of the Responsible Budget Coalition, 
which represents about 300 groups across the state that are being impacted 
by the ongoing budget impasse. 

2/14/2017 08:00 
 

2613 Community Interview Hundreds of conservative evangelical leaders have signed a letter publicly 
denouncing President Trump’s temporary ban refugees. 
We talked with Christianity Today magazine about how the issue has divided 
evangelical Christians. 

2/14/2017 09:00 
 

2614 Community Interview We learned about a new program in Peoria that aims to eliminate food waste 
by connecting people donating food with food pantries and other 
organizations that need it. We'll talk with Denise Urycki of the Good Food 
Recovery program. 

2/14/2017 08:30 
 

2615 Community Interview We learned about the "Heart Program" at Smoky's House BBQ in Savoy, which 
provides an opportunity for their patrons to provide food to others in need. 

2/14/2017 7:30 
 

2725 Housing Spot 
News 

Champaign-Urbana’s emergency winter shelter is seeking 18 thousand dollars 
from the city of Champaign, in order to plan for next winter. 

2/14/2017 1:00 
 

2616 Community Interview We’ve taken the program to directly inside the Statehouse in Springfield 
where Gov. Rauner gave his third budget address. 
We talked with Amanda Vinicky, correspondent for WTTW in Chicago, and 
Comptroller Susana Mendoza. 

2/15/2017 16:00 
 

2617 Politics/Elections Interview Any budget that hopes to pass the legislature and the governor’s desk will 
need at least some support from business groups. We talked with Greg Baise, 
President and CEO of the Illinois Manufacturers Association. 

2/15/2017 5:21 
 

2618 Politics/Elections Interview One of the groups we’ve been checking in with throughout the budget crisis is 
the United Way. The group helps fund hundreds of social service 
organizations across Illinois.  
We talked with Jarid Brown, a Spokesperson for the United Way of Illinois. 

2/15/2017 5:30 
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2619 Politics/Elections Interview A few minutes before Governor Rauner's budget address, we talked with Kent 
Redfield, Emeritus Professor at the University of Illinois Springfield and IPR 
Statehouse Reporter Brian Mackey. 

2/15/2017 15:30 
 

2620 Politics/Elections Interview Many of the issues at play in the budget negotiations - from pension changes 
to health benefits to workers comp - would have a direct impact on state 
workers. We talked with Mike Newman, Deputy Director of the Illinois 
chapter of AFSCME. 

2/15/2017 5:30 
 

2726 Housing Spot 
News 

Champaign-Urbana’s emergency winter shelter for homeless men is on track 
to get an $18,000 grant, after the Champaign  
City Council gave preliminary approval for the funding at a study session 
Tuesday night. 

2/15/2017 1:00 
 

2727 Community Spot 
News 

Sue Grey, the president of the United Way of Champaign County says that any 
state budget at all would be an improvement for the non-profit service 
organizations she works with that depend in part on state funding. 

2/15/2017 1:00 
 

2621 Politics/Elections Interview We discussed the highlights of Governor Rauner's budget address with WUIS 
political reporter Brain Mackey and checked in with Sherrie Crabb, executive 
director at the Family Counseling Center in Vienna and Megan V. Rose, 
director of strategic initiatives and public policy at Chicago Metropolitan 
Battered Women’s Network. 

2/16/2017 25:00 
 

2622 Community Interview Many small communities through the state are having a difficult time 
recruiting volunteer firefighters for their local departments. 
According to the Springfield Journal-Register, 70 percent of Illinois’ fire 
departments are staffed by volunteers. But lately, the number of volunteers 
enlisting to help their local departments has been decreasing. 
We were joined by Minooka Fire Chief Al Yancey, chairman of the Illinois Fire 
Chief’s Association’s Volunteer Committee. 

2/16/2017 9:00 
 

2623 Education Interview What makes Children decide whether to keep taking music classes or not ? 
and is that related to their singing ability?  
That’s what a recent Northwestern University study looked into. The majority 
of students opt out in the first opportunity- which is generally when they 

2/16/2017 15:30 
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move into middle school. 
We visited Tamra Gingold's Strings program at Leal Elementary School in 
Urbana and talked about the attitudes and beliefs behind this decision with 
Steven Demorest, professor of music education at Northwestern’s Bienen 
School of Music. 

2624 Arts and Culture Interview Even before all the talk of fake news, there’s no question we’re being 
inundated on all sides by information, whether that’s in social media, other 
places online, and yes, even us, the traditional media. 
But how we can make ourselves better judges of information? And better 
critical thinkers?  
We were joined by Librarian, Nicole Cooke, assistant professor at the School 
of Information Sciences at the University of Illinois who shared books that can 
help make you smarter about the information you’re consuming. 

2/16/2017 16:00 
 

2728 Education Spot 
News 

The Champaign Unit Four School District conducted a nationwide search for a 
successor to retiring superintendent Judy Wiegand. But in the end, the Unit 
Four school board decided to hire from within --- selecting assistant 
superintendent Susan Zola for the post over two out-of-town finalists. 

2/16/2017 1:00 
 

2742 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Mahomet Republican Senator Chapin Rose says he was glad some Senate 
Democrats were trying to reach common ground on a 'grand bargain' to end 
the state budget impasse. But he's upset that House Democrats laughed 
during Gov. Bruce Rauner's budget address. 

2/16/2017 1:00 
 

2790 Education Interview A conversation with new Champaign Unit 4 Superintendent Susan Zola. 2/16/2017 7:00 
 

2729 Transportation Spot 
News 

A public meeting Saturday in Urbana will consider the future of the Curtis 
Road corridor that runs south of Champaign-Urbana. 

2/17/2017 1:00 
 

2743 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Champaign Democratic Senator Scott Bennett says there have been 'huge 
strides' on both sides of the aisle as legislators seek a solution to the budget 
impasse. The Senator also says Gov. Bruce Rauner fails to cite real numbers 
when looking at his own budget proposal. 

2/17/2017 1:00 
 

2791 Community Interview New Weekend Edition Sunday host Lulu Garcia-Navarro discusses her role at 
NPR. 

2/17/2017 7:00 
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2625 Politics/Elections Interview We got the latest in Illinois politics with WICS News Channel 20's Jordan 
Abudayyeh and Peoria Journal Star's Chris Kaergard. 

2/20/2017 15:30 
 

2626 Sports Interview The basketball team at the Illinois Institute of Technology has teamed up with 
data science researchers to up their game. 
We talked with IIT basketball coach Todd Kelly and professor of computer 
science Shlomo Argamon to learn more. 

2/20/2017 17:00 
 

2744 Women and 
Minorities 

Spot 
News 

A University of Illinois professor says reports of immigration raids has 
concerned residents in the community of Beardstown, where many of the 
employees in the JBS meatpacking plant come from Mexico and West Africa. 
Planning professor Faranak Miraftab wrote a book on displaced labor coming 
to cities like Beardstown. 

2/20/2017 1:00 
 

2627 Business/Economy Interview We talked with farmers who grow corn and soybeans and raise hogs to hear 
what their experience has been in the current economy. 
We also spoke with Grant Gerlock, Harvest Public Media reporter, and Robin 
Hanna, project manager for the Rural Economic Assistance Center with the 
Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs at Western Illinois University. 
We were also joined by Illinois farmer Phil Borgic who owns Borgic Farms in 
Nokomis and Gerald Thompson, who owns Thompson Family Farms in Colfax. 

2/21/2017 16:00 
 

2628 Politics/Elections Interview Throughout his campaign and into his presidency, President Trump has 
pledged to build a wall along the US-Mexico border and deport millions of 
immigrants who are here illegally. 
Although no official plans have been made for a border wall, all the talk about 
it - and other actions taken aimed at reducing the flow of immigrants from 
other countries - have some Illinois residents from Mexico concerned about 
what may come next. 
We checked in with Ana Niño Flores, member of the Cuitzillo social club, 
which represents the state of Guanajuato in Mexico, and ask - what would 
you like to see from the Trump administration. 

2/21/2017 12:00 
 

2730 Transportation Spot 
News 

Building and food service workers at the University of Illinois’ Urbana campus 
have ratified a new three-year contract, retroactive to last summer. 

2/21/2017 1:00 
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2745 Community Spot 
News 

Urbana mayoral candidate and Alderwoman Diane Marlin says if the city is 
going to consider putting up $9.5 million dollars in bonds for redevelopment 
of the Urbana Landmark Hotel, then the city needs to have a reasonable 
chance of succeeding, noting if the project fails, Urbana taxpayers will have to 
foot the bill. 

2/21/2017 1:00 
 

2629 Community Interview How can farmers living with disabilities maintain their independence in 
agriculture? 
“Our goal is to give farmers a hand up not a hand out, to be able to be as 
productive as they possible can or want to be, in light of their physical 
limitation," says Bob Aherin, director of the AgrAbility Unlimited Program. 
We spoke with him, and also talked with Brenda Besse, an Illinois farmer who 
lost one of her legs in a farm accident in the '80s, but found a way to continue 
in her trade despite her injury. 

2/22/2017 16:00 
 

2630 Politics/Elections Interview It’s been 75 years since the executive order 9066 resulted in more than 
100,000 Japanese Americans to be forced to live in internment camps. 
"They were forced to burn everything they had that was Japanese," says 
Rebecca Ozaki, granddaughter of the late Sam Ozaki, who was interned in a 
camp in Arkansas during World War II. "A lot of people, even though they 
knew Japanese growing up, stopped speaking Japanese completely and didn’t 
want to teach their kids that." 
Rebecca serves on the board of the Japanese American Citizens League, 
Chicago chapter, and she joined us to share stories she heard from 
grandfather about his experience. 
She also discussed how the lessons from that era compel her to be an ally to 
other marginalized people today. 

2/22/2017 32:00 
 

2731 Politics/Elections Interview After two terms as a member of the Urbana City Council, Diane Marlin is 
asking voters to choose her as their next mayor. If elected, Marlin says she 
wants to take city government in a direction that’s different from the course 
set by incumbent mayor Laurel Prussing.  
Marlin talked about her goals for the city of Urbana with Illinois Public 
Media’s Jim Meadows. 

2/22/2017 7:30 
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2746 Women and 
Minorities 

Feature The city of Urbana recently joined hundreds around the US that have declared 
themselves a sanctuary city, offering some protections to those in the country 
illegally. This report looks on what the status means for officials and the 
unauthorized immigrants who live there. 

2/22/2017 4:39 
 

2631 Politics/Elections Interview Illinois is the only state in the country where professional athletes who get 
injured can get worker’s compensation payments until they’re 67. A bill in the 
State Senate bill is trying to change that and reduce those benefits. 
It’s a bill that’s been actively opposed by the NFL Players’ Association. 
We talked with Exavier Pope, sports legal and business analyst and the 
Principal Owner of 528 Media group.  
Whether you’re an athlete or working at a factory, getting injured on the job 
involves workers comp, an issue we often hear from businesses in Illinois 
about, because they say the current laws in Illinois need to be changed. We 
were joined by Greg Baise, President of the Illinois Manufacturers Association, 
and State Senator Scott Bennett, who represents Illinois’ 52nd district. 

2/23/2017 16:00 
 

2632 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Last summer, Northwestern University pre-med sophomore Annie Krall read 
an article about a 33-year-old woman who had a heart attack in the physical 
therapy office she worked at. Luckily the person Annie reading about survived, 
but what stuck with her was that fact that woman was just ten years older 
than her. 
 
Heart disease is the leading cause of death among most American women. 
Annie will joined us to talk about "Purple Goes Red: What every Women 
needs to know about her heart." , a workshop she’s organizing this Saturday 
to help change that statistic. We were joined by Northwestern Medicine 
cardiologist Dr. Marla Mendelson, director of the Women’s Cardiovascular 
Health Program at Northwestern Memorial Hospital, who helped Annie 
organize this event. 

2/23/2017 17:00 
 

2633 Community Interview A new study finds that there is still bias against black women who wear their 
hair naturally. 
 

2/23/2017 15:30 
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The study came from the Perception Institute, a consortium of researchers, 
advocates and strategists. They showed that bias still exists among a majority 
of people, regardless of their race. But it also showed the bias against natural 
hair worn by black people is a learned behavior, providing hope that it can 
also be unlearned. 
 
We talked with Patrice Yursik, the creator of AfroBella, a natural hair, beauty, 
fashion and makeup blog. 

2732 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Urbana mayoral candidate Evelyn Burnett Underwood says a recent uptick in 
crime in southeast Urbana shows how the city has failed to sustain its past 
progress. 
The longtime minister and community activist says the city needs to address 
the problem on several fronts. 

2/23/2017 1:00 
 

2792 Arts and Culture Feature A preview of the U of I Lyric Theatre's production of "Viva Verdi." 2/23/2017 7:00 
 

2634 Arts and Culture Interview Segregation is crippling because it's the common denominator to the 
numerous challenges in black communities, from housing, to jobs, to food 
access, to education, to violence. The unofficial "separate but equal" isn't 
working out too well for us.  
That’s the subject of a new WBEZ documentary that’s airing on Sunday. It’s 
produced by the station’s South Side Bureau Reporter Natalie Moore, and it’s 
based on her book: The South Side, A Portrait of Chicago and American 
Segregation. 

2/24/2017 10:30 
 

2635 Arts and Culture Interview With a historically diverse number of films and actors nominated for this 
year’s Oscars, we talk to Chicagoan Chaz Ebert, a TV and movie producer and 
CEO of Ebert Productions, about this weekend’s ceremony. 

2/24/2017 21:30 
 

2636 Science and 
Technology 

Interview We talked with entomologist May Berenbaum, and the LA-based filmmaker 
Paul Hertzberg whose sci-fi films will be featured at this year’s event. 

2/24/2017 14:00 
 

2733 Government Spot 
News 

State Senator Scott Bennett says he thinks workers compensation reform will 
be the lynchpin of the so-called “grand bargain” for a state budget 
compromise being negotiated in the Senate. 

2/24/2017 1:00 
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2734 Politics/Elections Interview Evelyn Burnett Underwood has been attending Urbana City Council meetings 
for years. But now, she’d like to do so as the city’s mayor. 

2/24/2017 7:30 
 

2637 Politics/Elections Interview We checked in with two Illinois residents to learn more about what they'd like 
to see from Washington lawmakers representing Illinois, and talked with 
Natasha Korecki, senior reporter for Politico and writer of the Illinois 
Playbook. 

2/27/2017 20:00 
 

2638 Community Interview With the recent reports of sexual assault on college campuses in Illinois, we 
checked in with students who feel more needs to be done to prevent future 
crimes. We also talked with Rachel Storm, assistant director of the Women’s 
Resource Center, about resources available to victims of campus sexual 
assault. 

2/27/2017 13:30 
 

2639 Community Interview As we approach two years without a state budget, the state Senate meets 
tomorrow to continue working on a bipartisan budget plan. 
The largest state employee union in Illinois has authorized a strike - and 
Governor Rauner is planning a meeting with Chance the Rapper? 
We checked in with Chicago Tribune’s Monique Garcia and Matt Dietrich, 
editor at Reboot Illinois. 

2/27/2017 12:30 
 

2735 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Champaign County Clerk Gordy Hulten believes higher turnout in early voting 
for the 2017 Urbana Democratic mayoral primary is partly due to the growing 
popularity of early voting. He says it doesn’t necessarily mean turnout will be 
stronger overall. 

2/27/2017 1:00 
 

2736 Transportation Spot 
News 

Willard Airport says United Airlines will begin flights to and from Chicago’s 
O’Hare Airport in June. It’s the first new passenger air service to come to the 
Champaign-Urbana airport in several years. 

2/27/2017 :45 
 

2640 Community Interview Christian Picciolini wasn’t born into a Klan family - and his upbringing in Blue 
Island - just outside of Chicago - doesn’t seem like one that would make him 
turn to white supremacist groups. But as a troubled teen - and then into his 
young adulthood - he was an active skinhead.  
After he found his way out, he started speaking about his experience. And he 

2/28/2017 16:00 
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founded a group - Life After Hate helps people leave white supremacist 
organizations. 

2641 Education Interview Several years ago, University of Illinois anthropologist Kate Clancy had a 
conversation with a friend that served as a wake up call - and would end up 
setting her onto a new research path to understand the prevalence of sexual 
harassment in the sciences. 
Last fall, Kate supported a federal legislative effort led by Democratic 
Representative Jackie Speier of California that would require schools to 
disclose when professors are found guilty of sexual assault or harassment. 
She joined us in studio to discuss the problem of sexual harassment and 
assault at workplaces and universities. 

2/28/2017 17:00 
 

2642 Environment Interview Chicago is on track to do something it’s never done before in the past 146 
years of record-keeping: Go the entire months of January and February with 
no snow on the ground. 
We spoke with Jeff Frame, a clinical assistant professor in the department of 
atmospheric sciences at the University of Illinois. He also shared warnings 
about sever weather in the forecast tonight and discussed the impact the late 
Bill Paxton had on the storm chasing community 

2/28/2017 13:30 
 

2738 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

On this day 150 years ago, the Illinois General Assembly passed legislation 
creating the Illinois Industrial University, or as we now know it, the University 
of Illinois. Celebrations at the university will go on for more than a year. 

2/28/2017 1:00 
 

2643 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview With 1 in 4 doctors in the U.S. from other countries, what has the Trump 
administration’s actions on immigration done to impact health care? Many in 
the medical community are concerned that the shortage of doctors who serve 
rural and low-income areas will get even worse. 
We spoke with Dr. Jerry Kruse, Dean of Southern Illinois University’s School of 
Medicine and CEO of SIU HealthCare. 

3/1/2017 14:28 
 

2644 Education Interview As we continue our series on sexual assault on college campuses, we explored 
the issue of Title IX, a federal law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
gender at any educational institution that receives federal funding. 

3/1/2017 17:00 
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Over the last few years the Obama administration enforced Title 9 in part as a 
way to combat sexual assault at universities. We discussed how this law will 
affect the way colleges approach sexual harassment and sexual assault with 
Katharine Baker, law professor at the Chicago-Kent College of Law at the 
Illinois Institute of Technology. 
We also spoke with Brie Van Dam, who runs the environmental data center at 
the Toolik Field Station with the University of Alaska Fairbanks. She’s also part 
of a team that develops policies and procedures to combat sexual harassment 
and sexual assault at the field station. 

2645 Business/Economy Interview Bloomington-based State Farm lost more money insuring cars last year than 
they ever have. What’s going on? 
We got answers from Crain’s Chicago Business Reporter Steve Daniels. 

3/1/2017 10:00 
 

2646 Environment Interview One Illinois resident has been confirmed dead and another reportedly killed in 
severe weather and likely tornadoes that swept through the Midwest last 
night. 
We checked in throughout the state from Ottawa in LaSalle County all the way 
down to White County in Southern Illinois to see how they’re doing. 

3/1/2017 5:30 
 

2737 Education Spot 
News 

The Danville Area Community College Board is expected to vote sometime in 
March on a proposal to raise tuition by ten dollars per credit hour. Trustees 
discussed the proposal at their meeting Tuesday night. 

3/1/2017 :45 
 

2747 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Surveyor Rex Bradfield is running his third campaign for Urbana mayor, but his 
first against someone other than Laurel Prussing. The Republican Bradfield 
said he and opponent Diane Marlin have different methods for reaching their 
goals, like luring in developers. 

3/1/2017 1:00 
 

2647 Government Interview Federal officials executed a search warrant at three Caterpillar, Inc. facilities 
on Thursday morning, including its Peoria headquarters. We talked with 
Peoria Journal Star Political Reporter Chris Kaergard. 

3/2/2017 4:00 
 

2648 Politics/Elections Interview Illinois has been without a budget for 20 months, and after Tuesday, we don’t 
know if there is a resolution in sight. 

3/2/2017 18:40 
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We talked about the collapse of the Grand Bargain with WICS Political 
Reporter Jordan Abudayyeh and Civic Federation President Laurence Msall. 

2649 Environment Interview With temperatures dipping back below freezing tonight (Thursday) 
throughout the state, what’s the forecast for early blooming plants confused 
by the weather and are already popping above ground? 
We talked with University of Illinois Extension Horticulture educators Martha 
Smith and Rhonda Ferree. 

3/2/2017 11:00 
 

2650 Sports Interview In 1990, 16 percent of major league baseball players were Latino. By 2015, 
that percentage had doubled. 
It’s no question that the Latino love affair with baseball isn’t just with players, 
but the community. And a new digital media company by the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame - La Vida Baseball - celebrates that. We talked with 
Editor-in-Chief and University of Illinois baseball historian Adrian Burgos, Jr. 

3/2/2017 15:30 
 

2793 Transportation Interview Airline reporter Seth Kaplan discusses the addition of Unite Airlines to 
Champaign's Willard Airport 

3/2/2017 4:00 
 

2651 Arts and Culture Interview Do you have news fatigue? Two librarians across the state share their tips for 
both fiction and nonfiction books that can help you unplug from current 
events. 

3/3/2017 15:30 
 

2652 Arts and Culture Interview The legendary Chess Records Studios in Chicago was how the world 
discovered Etta James, Muddy Waters, and other blues legends. It’s the 
subject of a new novel by Renee Rosen. We talked with Renee and Terry 
Chess, son of the late Phil Chess. 

3/3/2017 33:00 
 

2748 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Urbana Republican mayoral candidate Rex Bradfield says he he made an 
honest mistake when he cast a ballot in the city's Democratic primary. But 
Champaign County State’s Attorney Julia Rietz says there’s no statutory 
authority for County Clerk Gordy Hulten to remove Bradfield from the April 
4th general election ballot, and she won’t seek perjury charges. 

3/3/2017 1:00 
 

2653 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with Southern Illinois law professor Steven Macias and 
communication professor Andrew Rojecki and asked a simple question: What 
are the legal obligations Washington lawmakers have to their constituents? 

3/6/2017 16:00 
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We also talked about the other legal and historical issues surrounding this 
tense political climate, especially when it comes to interacting with your 
representatives. 

2654 Politics/Elections Interview With all the discussion about Washington lawmakers repealing the Affordable 
Care Act, we ask what this would mean for people in Illinois, including the 
650,000 people who received coverage as a result of Medicaid expansion. We 
talk with Chicago Tribune healthcare business reporter Lisa Schencker, along 
with Jeff Geringer, who organized a town hall meeting in Champaign 
yesterday to talk about the ACA. 
 
We also check in with political reporters Chris Kaergard from the Peoria 
Journal-Star and the AP's John O'Connor to get the latest in Illinois politics. 

3/6/2017 28:00 
 

2655 Sports Interview We take a few minutes to preview the upcoming baseball season (and some 
possible rule changes) with WBEZ reporter Cheryl Raye Stout. 

3/6/2017 5:00 
 

2751 Transportation Spot 
News 

Another section of Olympian Drive along the northern edge of Champaign-
Urbana is set to open for traffic Monday 

3/6/2017 1:00 
 

2752 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

University of Illinois Chancellor Robert Jones is calling for an end to Unofficial 
Saint Patrick’s Day, after a student was killed in a fall from an apartment 
balcony. 

3/6/2017 1:00 
 

2753 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

The chair of a committee set up to deal with Unofficial Saint Patrick’s Day at 
the University of Illinois Urbana campus says he cannot be certain that the 
death of student Jonathan Morales was definitely due to the unsanctioned 
event. 

3/6/2017 1:00 
 

2656 Community Interview Every time you post something on Facebook or react to something in your 
news feed, Facebook learns something about you. What does Facebook do 
with that information? And why does it matter? 
There’s a new tool out that you can use to confuse Facebook about your true 
feelings. We talked with the creator, Benjamin Grosser, about it. He’s a 
professor in the school of art and design at the University of Illinois, and an 

3/7/2017 22:00 
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affilate with the National Center for Supercomputing Applications. 
We also spoke with Cyrus Farivar, Senior Business Editor at Ars Technica 

2657 Politics/Elections Interview The Dakota Access Pipeline begins in North Dakota and ends, more than 1,000 
miles later, right here in Illinois. What’s our state’s role in it? 
We talked with WBEZ reporter Monica Eng about what she learned reporting 
on this issue for Curious City. 

3/7/2017 11:00 
 

2658 Community Interview In 2015, Dean Troutman walked for 700 miles around Illinois and raised 
$70,000 to build a park in honor of his late wife. Last year, he walked 600 
miles and delivered a check to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital in 
Memphis.  
This year, the 86-year-old is trying to take it to the next level. He’s partnered 
with Princeville High School to try and raise $200,000 for St. Jude’s. We talked 
with him - and a teacher and student from Princeville High School - about 
their plans. 

3/7/2017 15:30 
 

2749 Education Spot 
News 

A number of candidates for four seats on the Parkland College Board of 
Trustees suggested that the community college could be seeing another 
tuition hike soon without a solution to the state's budget impasse. Faculty 
member and candidate Rochelle Harden says that could be mean reaching out 
to more prospective students, and helping them find scholarships. 

3/7/2017 1:00 
 

2754 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

David Gill says he’s running again for Congress next year, and President Trump 
is the reason why. 

3/7/2017 1:00 
 

2659 Politics/Elections Interview The U.S. has announced they will be temporarily suspending expedited 
processing of H-1B visas, which is designed to allow highly skilled foreign-born 
workers get jobs in the United States. This means that instead of taking 15 
days to process, all applicants will now have to wait 3 to 6 months to obtain or 
renew their visa. 
 
We were joined by Southern Illinois University School of Medicine's Dr. Vidya 
Sundareshan, an associate professor in the department of internal medicine 
who currently works under an H-1B visa. We also talked with Dr. Jerry Kruse, 

3/8/2017 23:00 
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Dean and Provost of the Southern Illinois University School of Medicine and 
the CEO of SIU Healthcare, along with Michael Jarecki, immigration attorney 
and Second Vice Chairman of the American Immigration Lawyers Association's 
Chicago chapter. 

2660 Business/Economy Interview Lyft will soon bring its ride-sharing service to Carbondale, Decatur and 
Kankakee. How do ride-sharing services affect smaller cities? We'll talk with 
Carbondale City spokeswoman Amy Fox, and hear from Champaign Lyft driver 
Jason Hertenstein. 

3/8/2017 10:30 
 

2661 Business/Economy Interview Muslim consumers play a major role in the global economy when it comes to 
apparel. They spent an estimated $243 billion on clothing in 2015. And Nike 
said yesterday it’s rolling out a line of hijabs for women athletes, a first for a 
major sports brand. That follows fashion houses like Dolce & Gabanna 
debuting hijab and abayas in its 2016 line. 
 
We were joined by two Muslim fashion bloggers based in Chicago, Hoda 
Katebi and Mariam Sobh, to discuss the inclusion of hijab-wearing women in 
the fashion industry. 

3/8/2017 13:30 
 

2794 Agriculture Interview Pam Dempsey with the Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting previews a 
forum on GMO's. 

3/8/2017 4:00 
 

2662 Business/Economy Interview Exactly a week ago today, we brought you the breaking news that federal 
officials were executing a search warrant at three Caterpillar facilities, 
including its Peoria headquarters. Charges haven’t yet been filed - and it’s not 
clear if they will be. 
We haven’t heard very much about what was behind the raid - until earlier 
this week, when the New York Times reviewed a copy of a report about 
Caterpillar that was commissioned by the government. It accuses the Peoria-
based company of an elaborate strategy of avoiding taxes - and committing 
fraud - involving nearly $8 billion and one of its Swiss subsidiaries. We talked 
with New York Times reporter, Jesse Drucker. We also spoke with a former 
federal prosecutor about how common raids are on Fortune 100 companies 
like Caterpillar. 

3/9/2017 16:01 
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2663 Community Interview For Jews everywhere, Purim is on its way. This year the holiday - which usually 
involves a lot of celebration - begins at sunset this Saturday. Sinai Temple in 
Champaign this weekend is putting a Purim play that’s a modern mashup of 
the musical Grease and the story of Esther. We spoke with Alan Cook, rabbi at 
Sinai Temple. 

3/9/2017 12:07 
 

2664 Arts and Culture Interview The movie "Racial Taboo" is being screened this weekend in Champaign. We 
follow up on a previous conversation about the film with a discussion with its 
director. 

3/9/2017 13:28 
 

2665 Environment Interview If you’re itching to experience the outdoors in Illinois, Starved Rock State Park 
in LaSalle County is a good place to start. And one of the things you can do 
this weekend is look for owls at night with Steve Bailey, ornithologist with the 
Illinois Natural History Survey. 

3/9/2017 5:23 
 

2666 Politics/Elections Interview We speak with New York University professor and media critic Jay Rosen 
about the role of reality, facts, and the American press in 2017. 

3/10/2017 33:17 
 

2667 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Urbana children’s book author Deb Aronson, who just wrote a 
new nonfiction book for middle-grade readers about the racehorse called 
Alexandra. 

3/10/2017 15:32 
 

2755 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

The University of Illinois is hosting the biennial Black Sacred Music Symposium 
this weekend. It’s the first one without local choral director Willie T. 
Summerville, who died this week at the age of 72. 

3/10/2017 1:00 
 

2777 Community Spot 
News 

The CU Fresh Start program held its second quarterly 'Call-In' with hopes that 
11 more young people with a record of gun-related violence turn their lives 
around. Six of the nine introduced in the prior 'Call-In' have stayed with the 
program. 

3/10/2017 1:00 
 

2795 Arts and Culture Interview John Isberg discusses his upcoming documentary on the C-U music scene. 3/10/2017 7:00 
 

2668 Sports Interview John Groce was fired as head coach of the Illini men’s basketball program on 
Saturday after five seasons at the helm. He compiled a record of 95-75 overall, 
but only led the team to one NCAA Tournament appearance during that time. 
We talked with Scott Richey, who covers Illini hoops for the News-Gazette in 
Champaign. 

3/13/2017 5:35 
 



Program Data 

ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1 

2669 Business/Economy Interview It’s been about a week and a half since federal investigators executed a search 
warrant at three Caterpillar facilities, including its Peoria headquarters. 
 
Then last week, a report commissioned by the government accused the 
Peoria-based company of an elaborate strategy of avoiding taxes and 
committing fraud, involving nearly $8 billion and one of its Swiss subsidiaries. 
 
Caterpillar has denied breaking any federal tax laws. 
 
Last week, we spoke with the New York Times reporter who broke that story 
about the tax fraud accusations. Charges haven’t yet been filed - and it’s not 
clear if they will be. Today, we asked - what, if anything, does all this mean for 
Caterpillar’s reputation? 
 
We were joined by Ron Culp, veteran corporate communications consultant 
and instructor at DePaul University in Chicago. We'll also speak with Harlan 
Loeb, the global chair of the public relations firm - Edelman's Crisis and 
Reputation Practice in Chicago. 

3/13/2017 10:25 
 

2670 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Ignatius of Loyola founded the Jesuit order in the 16th century. Five hundred 
years later, as a teenager in Baton Rouge, Becky Eldredge found herself having 
a spiritual awakening. 
 
Decades later for her, as a working professional and busy mom, she still finds 
herself incorporating that meditative practice Ignatius created as a daily 
spiritual exercise. 
How others can also do that is outlined in a new book she wrote called "Busy 
Lives, Restless Souls." It was published two weeks ago, on Ash Wednesday. 
 
We talked with Becky, who is in Chicago for a talk this evening focusing on 
how Ignatian spirituality can be a part of everyday life, year-round. 

3/13/2017 17:06 
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2671 Politics/Elections Interview Every Monday we bring you the latest in Illinois state politics. We were joined 
by WBEZ political reporter Tony Arnold and WUIS reporter Brian Mackey. 

3/13/2017 15:30 
 

2776 Sports Spot 
News 

John Groce has been fired as Illinois baskeball coach after five seasons, with a 
poor record in Big Ten games, including 20-point loss to Michigan in the 
conference tournament. 

3/13/2017 1:00 
 

2672 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview With the growing popularity of fitness trackers and health apps, we're taking a 
step back to ask - What evidence is there that they work? And could they be 
doing more harm than good? 
We spoke to Tara Haelle, a freelance science & health journalist located in 
Peoria. We were also joined by Nabil Alshurafa, assistant professor in the 
departments of preventive medicine and computer science at Northwestern 
University. 

3/14/2017 16:02 
 

2673 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview A program in Peoria uses virtual reality to show kids the effect of “smoking 
from the inside out.” This event is part of Kick Butts Day, a national campaign 
for tobacco-free kids, and this year the OSF Saint Francis Medical Center 
program is focusing on vaping. 
 
Students in 4th grade through high school will get the chance to virtually fly 
through lungs and other parts of the body, using games that the OSF 
engineers and staff came up with. 
Dr. Kaninika Verma, the Pulmonary Critical Care and Sleep Physician at the 
OSF Saint Francis Medical Center, joined us to talk about the event. 

3/14/2017 9:44 
 

2674 Sports Interview The men’s NCAA basketball tournament is back! We talked with Cheryl Raye 
Stout, sports contributor at WBEZ, and Teddy Greenstein, sportswriter for the 
Chicago Tribune, about all things March Madness. 

3/14/2017 22:47 
 

2756 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

The developer who wants to renovate downtown Urbana’s Urbana Landmark 
Hotel made a presentation before the Urbana City Council Monday night. 
Dionis Rodriguez has big plans for the 94-year-old building that closed last 
year. --- but only if the city is ready to provide some financial assistance. 

3/14/2017 1:00 
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2757 Community Spot 
News 

Champaign Police say they won’t have anything more to say about the death 
of Centennial High School student Luke Miller until the results of an autopsy 
are in. 

3/14/2017 :30 
 

2704 Education Interview A new report from the Learning Policy Institute says the US is entering a 
teacher shortage crisis - and a large part of the problem is the high levels of 
attrition: roughly 8 percent of the workforce annually. 
What does this mean for Illinois schools? 
"Working with the kids obviously was one of the more enjoyable things," said 
Chris Marzec, who taught for six years at Lane Tech High School in Chicago 
until June 2016, when he left to take a job as an auditor. "Leaving was kind of 
a tough decision." 
We heard from Marzec, and also talked with Dean Cantu, the chair of teacher 
education at Bradley University, and former high school teacher Meghan 
Kessler, who is now a graduate student in the department of curriculum and 
instruction at the University of Illinois. 
We also spoke with Chuck Bleyer, superintendent of Pope County Community 
School District 1 in downstate Illinois, about the challenges his rural district 
faces in recruiting and retaining good teachers. 

3/15/2017 33:01 
 

2705 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Highland Park natives and brothers David and Adam Rudman 
about their PBS Kids cartoon, "Nature Cat." The show premiered last fall and 
has been consistently ranking among the top five PBS Kids shows nationally, 
with more than 114 million streaming views online. We'll hear about what 
inspired the artists to create the cartoon series - and learn what they've got 
planned for Season 2. 

3/15/2017 15:31 
 

2758 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

An African-American student group is launching a campaign to pressure 
administrators to take steps to increase black enrollment at the University of 
Illinois. That included a demonstration in the middle of a U of I Board of 
Trustees meeting on the Urbana campus Wednesday. 

3/15/2017 1:00 
 

2796 Politics/Elections Interview CNBC's Ted Kemp discusses the role of the media in today's political 
landscape. 

3/15/2017 4:00 
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2675 Community Interview About two weeks ago, tornadoes swept through the Midwest and touched 
down in several locations in Illinois. Two people in Illinois were confirmed 
dead. 
 
We checked in with people who were affected and see what the recovery 
effort has been like. We were joined by Chris Csernus, administrator at LaSalle 
County Nursing Home in Ottawa. 

3/16/2017 9:10 
 

2676 Community Interview Last summer, the Associated Press found that about 1,400 water systems in 
the US had more lead than was allowed by EPA regulations. Galesburg, about 
an hour northwest of Peoria, was one of those communities. 
 
We learned what has happened with Galesburg’s water since then with Peter 
Schwartzman, a Galesburg city council member and a professor of 
environmental studies at Knox College. 

3/16/2017 6:20 
 

2677 Community Interview From time to time, conversations about bullying and violence in schools are 
sparked within communities, oftentimes following the news of a tragic event. 
 
That’s what has been happening in Champaign following the death of 15-year-
old Centennial High School student, Luke Miller. 
We were joined by News-Gazette education reporter Nicole Lafond, who will 
explain what we know - and don't know - about Mr. Miller's death. 
Then, we stepped back to ask: What are Illinois schools doing to prevent 
bullying? And is it enough? 
We talked with Dorothy Espelage, who has conducted research on bullying, 
homophobic teasing, sexual harassment, and dating violence in central Illinois 
schools for nearly 20 years, and is now a psychology professor at University of 
Florida. 
We were also joined by social worker and educational consultant Tatiana 
Carter, and Chief Demario Boone, Director of School Safety at Peoria Public 
Schools. 

3/16/2017 33:01 
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2759 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

University of Illinois President Timothy Killeen goes to Springfield Thursday to 
promote his “Invest In Illinoisans” or Triple I proposal. 

3/16/2017 :45 
 

2760 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

For the second meeting in a row, the University of Illinois Board of Trustees 
conducted its business Wednesday with three vacant spaces on its roster. 

3/16/2017 1:00 
 

2765 Sports Spot 
News 

A group representing basketball coaches in Illinois say they hope to open a 
basketball museum in Pontiac in 2018. 

3/16/2017 1:00 
 

2678 Arts and Culture Interview We continue our ongoing series on news fatigue by asking: What shows are 
people watching to find relief from the onslaught of breaking news? 
We spoke with two TV critics - Maureen Ryan with Variety, and NPR’s Eric 
Deggans. 

3/17/2017 24:23 
 

2679 Arts and Culture Interview These last few weeks of March mean spring break time for many schools in 
Illinois. For more and more families, the dads will be looking for things to do 
with the kids. We’ve seen the number of stay-at-home dads nearly double 
nationwide over the past decade.  
Places like Children’s Museums have been adapting to this shift. We talked 
with Jason Sandberg, Director of Museum Experiences at the Children's 
Museum of Illinois in Decatur, and Jennifer Farrington, Chicago Children's 
Museum President and CEO. 

3/17/2017 13:33 
 

2680 Agriculture Interview For about 30 years now, folks have gathered at the Vermillion County forest 
preserve in early spring to participate in a Maple Syrup Open House. This year, 
the organizers expect up to 800 people may be coming through to participate 
in the event, which will be taking place this Sunday beginning at 11 am. 
We talked with Forest Glen Park Superintendent Charlie Rhoden. 
We also spoke with Christopher Evans, a forestry resource specialist with 
University of Illinois Extension, who explained how you can make maple syrup 
on your own. 

3/17/2017 10:37 
 

2761 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Rex Bradfield, the Republican candidate for Urbana mayor says the city made 
a mistake when it challenged the tax-exempt status of healthcare provider 
Carle. 

3/17/2017 1:00 
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2762 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

The two candidates for Urbana mayor disagreed on the wisdom of Tax-
Increment Financing --- or TIF --- districts, during a debate last (Thursday) 
night at the city building. 

3/17/2017 1:00 
 

2681 Sports Interview In 1990, 16 percent of major league baseball players were Latino. By 2015, 
that percentage had doubled. 
It’s no question that the Latino love affair with baseball isn’t just with players, 
but the community. And a new digital media company by the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame - La Vida Baseball - celebrates that. We talked with 
Editor-in-Chief and University of Illinois baseball historian Adrian Burgos, Jr. 
(Originally aired on 03/02/17) 

3/20/2017 15:30 
 

2778 Sports Spot 
News 

Brad Underwood has been hired as the next Illinois Basketball coach, coming 
from Oklahoma State. The former assistanct at Western Illinois says he has 
fond memories of attending games as an opponent, as well as high school 
tournaments at the State Farm Center. 

3/20/2017 1:00 
 

2682 Politics/Elections Interview How do revolutions get created? And how are political scientists interpreting 
the protests and demonstrations we’re seeing right now? 
We spoke with Springfield political scientist Richard Gilman-Opalsky about the 
history or revolution, which is the focus of his new book, "Specters of Revolt." 
(Originally aired on 2/3/17) 

3/21/2017 32:47 
 

2683 Arts and Culture Interview Children’s reggae musician Aaron Nigel Smith is in Central Illinois for a concert 
this weekend. He joined us to perform in studio and share his approach to 
making music for the whole family. (Originally aired on 2/3/17). 

3/21/2017 15:30 
 

2684 Environment Interview "A Great Lake can hold all the mysteries of an ocean, and then some." So 
writes Dan Egan, a reporter with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel - and the 
only full-time journalist whose beat is the Great Lakes - in his new book: The 
Death and Life of the Great Lakes. 
 
Those of us in this part of the world know the treasure of the Great Lakes. We 
also know its challenges. Whether its Asian Carp getting into Lake Michigan, 
algae blooms on Lake Erie, or the water quality warnings we all get every 

3/21/2017 33:04 
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summer. 
 
What other problems do we face keeping the world’s largest freshwater 
system clean? And what problems do we have to worry about these lakes 
spreading to other American waterways? 
 
Dan is speaking Monday evening in Chicago at the Seminary Coop Bookstore 
at 6:00 pm, and he joined us on the show to talk about his book. 

2763 Community Spot 
News 

Patrick Connolly announced Monday that he will be stepping down as Urbana 
chief of Police, effective April 14th. He says that will allow the winner of 
Urbana’s April 4th mayoral election to “build the department in their vision”. 

3/21/2017 1:00 
 

2764 Sports Spot 
News 

Tracy Abrams scored 18 points, Leron Black had a double-double and Illinois 
pulled away midway through the second half to beat Boise State 71-56 
Monday night in the second round of the N-I-T at State Farm Center. 

3/21/2017 1:00 
 

2685 Arts and Culture Interview Even before all the talk of fake news, there’s no question we’re being 
inundated on all sides by information, whether that’s in social media, other 
places online, and yes, even us, the traditional media. 
But how we can make ourselves better judges of information? And better 
critical thinkers?  
We were joined by Librarian, Nicole Cooke, assistant professor at the School 
of Information Sciences at the University of Illinois who shared books that can 
help make you smarter about the information you’re consuming. 
(Originally aired on 2/20/17). 

3/22/2017 16:01 
 

2686 Arts and Culture Interview You may have heard the saying - "There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned 
lies, and statistics." It’s a phrase that was popularized in the United States by 
Mark Twain - among others - in the 19th century. 
 
The digital age has given new rise and meaning to those words. 
 
Neuroscientist and bestselling author Daniel Levitin will join us to talk about 

3/22/2017 33:02 
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his new book, "A Field Guide To Lies: Critical Thinking in the Information Age," 
and share tips for how to distinguish between truth and lies on the internet. 

2779 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

The two Urbana mayoral candidates weighed in on the search for a new city 
police chief. Republican Rex Bradfield says the city should look from within 
before doing a nationwide search, while Democrat Diane Marlin says she 
wants someone dedicated to community-based policing with an open mind. 

3/22/2017 1:00 
 

2687 Agriculture Interview How can farmers living with disabilities maintain their independence in 
agriculture? 
“Our goal is to give farmers a hand up not a hand out, to be able to be as 
productive as they possible can or want to be, in light of their physical 
limitation," says Bob Aherin, director of the AgrAbility Unlimited Program. 
We spoke with him, and also talked with Brenda Besse, an Illinois farmer who 
lost one of her legs in a farm accident in the '80s, but found a way to continue 
in her trade despite her injury. 
(Originally aired on 02/22/17) 

3/23/2017 16:03 
 

2688 Politics/Elections Interview It’s been 75 years since the executive order 9066 resulted in more than 
100,000 Japanese Americans to be forced to live in internment camps. 
"They were forced to burn everything they had that was Japanese," says 
Rebecca Ozaki, granddaughter of the late Sam Ozaki, who was interned in a 
camp in Arkansas during World War II. "A lot of people, even though they 
knew Japanese growing up, stopped speaking Japanese completely and didn’t 
want to teach their kids that." 
Rebecca serves on the board of the Japanese American Citizens League, 
Chicago chapter, and she joined us to share stories she heard from 
grandfather about his experience. 
She also discussed how the lessons from that era compel her to be an ally to 
other marginalized people today. 
(originally aired on 2/22/17) 

3/23/2017 32:31 
 

2689 Arts and Culture Interview The legendary Chess Records Studios in Chicago was how the world 
discovered Etta James, Muddy Waters, and other blues legends. It’s the 

3/24/2017 33:10 
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subject of a new novel by Renee Rosen. We talked with Renee and Terry 
Chess, son of the late Phil Chess. (Originally aired on 3/3/17). 

2690 Arts and Culture Interview Do you have news fatigue? Two librarians across the state share their tips for 
both fiction and nonfiction books that can help you unplug from current 
events. (Originally aired on 3/3/17). 

3/24/2017 15:32 
 

2691 Agriculture Interview The Trump administration is expected to formally announce this week that it 
will review all 14 of the United States’ international trade deals. And Illinois 
farmers are paying close attention. Agriculture makes up a large part of 
Illinois’ economy -- and the state’s biggest exports include corn, soybeans, and 
pork products. So, what are farmers in Illinois hoping to see from the Trump 
administration on trade? 

3/27/2017 21:04 
 

2692 Science and 
Technology 

Interview Our brains are amazing things -- when we’re young, they absorb new 
information constantly. As we grow, our identities are shaped by everything 
we experience. And then, our brains change. If you’ve ever tried to learn a 
new language later in life, or to play the piano -- you know it becomes harder 
to learn new things. But, that also helps protect us, to some degree, and who 
we are. We spoke with Harvard neuroscientist Takao Hensch to learn more. 

3/27/2017 11:59 
 

2693 Politics/Elections Interview Every Monday we bring you the latest in Illinois state politics. Today, we spoke 
with Reboot Illinois editor Matt Dietrich and WICS NewsChannel 20's Jordan 
Abudayyeh. 

3/27/2017 15:29 
 

2780 Politics/Elections Interview Republican Rex Bradfield laid out his strategy in his third bid for Urbana 
mayor, which includes expanding the city's tax base, and providing developers 
with some stability when they pitch projects to the city. 

3/27/2017 7:11 
 

2781 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Voters in Savoy will have a new village president for the first time in 27 years, 
with the retirement of Robert McCleary. Joan Dykstra, a retired teacher, says 
she can devote more time to the position than opponent John Brown, who's 
with the U of I police department. Both candidates are Republicans, But 
Brown says he's concerned that Dykstra's prior involvement with the 
Republican party could make her too partisan. 

3/27/2017 1:00 
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2694 Government Interview Solitary confinement is controversial. In some cases, the UN calls it torture. 
Many prison officials say it’s necessary to protect safety. 
 
In Illinois, a legal advocacy group sued the Illinois Department of Corrections 
on behalf of six inmates. The suit alleges some were put in “extreme isolation” 
for years in what they describe as brutal conditions. The suit argues that this 
kind of treatment is unconstitutional. Earlier this month, the case took one 
step closer to becoming a class action. 
 
We were joined on the show Brian Nelson. He was incarcerated, and spent 
years in solitary confinement. He now works with the Uptown People’s Law 
Center in Chicago. We also talked with Alan Mills, executive director of the 
Uptown People’s Law Center. 

3/28/2017 22:24 
 

2695 Politics/Elections Interview The House was supposed to vote on the Republican plan to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act last Friday. But the vote was called off when it became 
clear there would not be enough "yea" votes. 
 
Dr. Jerry Kruse, Dean and Provost of the Southern Illinois University School of 
Medicine and CEO of SIU Healthcare, joined us to help figure out where that 
leaves us, and whether Obamacare in Illinois at risk of “exploding” the way 
the Trump administration has predicted. 

3/28/2017 10:37 
 

2696 Arts and Culture Interview A play called “Wilderness” will be on stage tonight (March 28) in Urbana at 
the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
It’s about a therapy program for troubled teens who spend nearly three 
months in the wilderness working through their struggles with substance 
abuse, mental illness and other challenges. The documentary theater piece 
features the story of six teen participants in the camp and their parents, 
weaving together live performance, documentary interviews, and an original 
acoustic score. 
 

3/28/2017 15:30 
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We were joined by the director and co-writer of the play, Seth Bockley. He 
teaches at the University of Chicago and is an artist in residence at the 
Goodman Theater in Chicago. 

2766 Politics/Elections Interview Urbana Democratic mayoral candidate Diane Marlin outlines her goals for the 
city in an interview. 

3/28/2017 7:30 
 

2767 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Urbana Democratic mayoral candidate Diane Marlin believes the primary 
challenge facing the city is a continuing problem with crime and landlords who 
tolerate crime in their properties. 

3/28/2017 1:00 
 

2702 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Earlier this summer, President Obama signed into law a nationwide GMO 
labeling bill. It will require all food products containing GMOs to include that 
information - although the details haven’t been fully worked out yet. 
 
Today, we talked about GMOs, organic foods, and what those labels really 
mean. Is the debate really about genetically modified organisms or the stories 
we’ve attached to them? 
 
Photo by Darrell Hoemann/Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting 

3/29/2017 33:04 
 

2703 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Zach Wiersma is a graduate student who says Tourette’s syndrome is, for him, 
a powerful tool to connect and communicate with others. We talked with 
Zach about being a scientist with a disability he says he wears proudly. 

3/29/2017 15:29 
 

2782 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Incumbent Decatur Mayor Julie Moore-Wolfe, who was appointed after the 
passing of Mike McElroy, defends recent increases in property taxes and fees 
as well her city council's decision not to take up Uhaul's bid for a north side 
shopping center. Her election opponent, former local businessman John 
Phillips, says that location would have created up to 50 jobs. He also wants to 
reduce city property tax funds by 40-percent in exchange for a half-cent 
increase in the sales tax. 

3/29/2017 1:00 
 

2768 Politics/Elections Interview Jim Meadows discussed the debate over two referendums on the Champaign 
County ballot to raise taxes to fund the county nursing home and to give 
permission to the county board to sell it. 

3/30/2017 4:00 
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2769 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

The local history museum in Douglas County is asking voters to approve a tax 
referendum to fund the museum’s future. 

3/30/2017 1:00 
 

2783 University of 
Illinois 

Spot 
News 

The chimes at Altgeld Hall on the University of Illinois campus will be silent for 
the foreseeable future for a number of repairs. But volunteers who give 
regular noon hour concerts at the site question why it's taken administrators 
so long to make this decision, saying tours at the site were initially stopped 
last fall, but without notfying the chimes players. 

3/31/2017 1:00 
 

2797 Politics/Elections Interview Dave Hinton from the Rantoul Press previews the three-way race for mayor in 
Rantoul. 

3/31/2017 4:00 
 

 


