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Coverage of Community Issues

Program Data
ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1

3900 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

With the new year comes new changes to the way Illinois restaurants are 
graded after food safety inspections. Instead of receiving a numerical score, 
all food establishments will being assigned a color: red, yellow, or green.

1/2/2019 :60

3901 Government Interview Last spring, Illinois Newsroom reported that the Illinois Department of 
Corrections spent less than $300 on books for all of its prisons the prior year. 
In a recent interview, IDOC Director John Baldwin said state lawmakers dictate 
how the agency spends its money.

1/3/2019 4:30

3902 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

A childbirth and parenting class in Champaign-Urbana focuses on using 
mindfulness and meditation to ease the pain of giving birth. The class is 
offered by Mindful Birth CU—a collaboration between two Carle hospital-
trained midwives and University of Illinois psychology professor Heidemarie 
Laurent.

1/3/2019 :60

3903 Community Spot 
News

Alissia Young is due to receive the Doris Hoskins Prestigious Community 
Service Award later this month as part of Champaign County’s celebration of 
the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

1/4/2019 :60

3904 Sports Spot 
News

Despite a fast start, Illinois remained winless in Big Ten conference play with a 
loss at #21 Indiana.

1/4/2019 :60

3905 Education Spot 
News

A new study from the University of Illinois found no link between green space 
on school campuses and academic outcomes. The study examined greenery 
and third grade test scores on reading and math exams at 400 Chicago Public 
Schools.

1/7/2019 :60

3906 Science and 
Technology

Spot 
News

The program “Girls Who Code” aims to close the gender gap in technology by 
getting more girls interested in coding and tech careers. There are more than 

1/7/2019 :60
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a thousand Girls Who Code clubs across the U.S.—and a new program is 
coming to the Champaign Public Library this month.

3907 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The partial government shutdown hasn't disrupted operations at the National 
Center for Supercomputing Applications at the University of Illinois yet, but 
their super computer rellies on funding from the National Science Foundation, 
which is currently closed.

1/7/2019 :60

3908 Housing Spot 
News

A Dallas developer hopes to start construction this year on a new residential 
development just east of the University of Illinois campus in Urbana.

1/7/2019 :60

3909 Women and 
Minorities

Interview A law professor in Illinois wants to put a stop to a medical practice that she 
says treats women’s bodies like cadavers. Across most of the U.S., teaching 
hospitals allow medical students to conduct pelvic exams on female patients 
without their knowledge or explicit consent.

1/9/2019 4:00

3910 Sports Spot 
News

Second-ranked Michigan stayed unbeaten with a 79-69 win over the Illini 
men's basketball team last night in Champaign.

1/11/2019 :60

3911 Community Spot 
News

Forecasters are predicting up to eight inches of snow to fall in the Champaign-
Urbana area beginning late Friday evening through much of the day Saturday.

1/11/2019 :60

3912 Government Spot 
News

In a recent interview, Champaign County State’s Attorney Julia Rietz said any 
conversation about criminal justice reform in Illinois must include the 
concerns of those living outside of the Chicago area.

1/14/2019 :60

3913 Environment Feature Maybe you’ve noticed wind farms --- groupings of large wind turbines --- 
when driving through parts of rural Illinois. In time, the state’s countryside will 
also be home to solar farms. These groupings of solar panels will cover 
dozens, even hundreds of acres.

1/14/2019 4:30

3914 Housing Spot 
News

The Housing Authority of Champaign County is concerned the shutdown could 
impact funding of their affordable housing programs, and force them to dip 
into funding reserves they're unsure they’ll get back.

1/16/2019 :60

3915 Education Feature Like many people coming out of prison, Perry Cline never thought he’d get a 
college degree.

1/17/2019 4:30
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3916 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men's basketball team hadn't won a game in over a month. 
Wednesday night in Champaign, they got their first Big Ten victory of the 
season, and it was a blowout.

1/17/2019 :60

3917 Environment Spot 
News

Champaign-Urbana is bracing for its second consecutive weekend of winter 
weather, with up to six inches of snow expected in some areas of central 
Illinois before the storm dissipates late Saturday night.

1/18/2019 :60

3918 Education Spot 
News

Less than a third of Champaign Unit 4 third graders are meeting or exceeding 
expectations on state reading exams, according to Illinois State Board of 
Education data. That’s why the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce and 
United Way of Champaign County say they’ve partnered with the district in 
the hopes of boosting the number of students reading at grade level.

1/21/2019 :60

3919 Government Spot 
News

The Urbana Police Department announced last week that it will join the 
growing number of police departments around the country that equip officers 
with body-worn cameras.

1/21/2019 :60

3920 Transportation Spot 
News

Driving instructions in Illinois now advise a simple practice called the Dutch 
Reach, that motorists can use to help reduce “dooring” collisions, when a 
bicyclist collides with a suddenly opened car door.

1/22/2019 :60

3921 Community Spot 
News

Champaign-Urbana faces an ongoing problem with gun violence. Champaign 
police report the region had 116 gun-related incidents in 2018, up from 85 the 
prior year and 112 in 2016. The Champaign-Urbana Area Project is offering 
training to those who want to help address the problem.

1/22/2019 :60

3922 Health and Health 
Care

Feature A settlement was reached with Illinois inmates in 2016, when the state agreed 
to revamp mental health care and provide better treatment. But a federal 
judge has ruled that care remains “grossly insufficient” and “extremely poor.”

1/23/2019 8:00

3923 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men lost their 14th basketball game of the year, and their fourteenth 
straight to the Wisconsin Badgers, 72-60 Wednesday night in Champaign.

1/24/2019 :60

3924 Community Interview Perry Cline’s story is a remarkable one. He’s a formerly incarcerated 51-year-
old man who overcame the odds to graduate from the University of Illinois 
last month.

1/24/2019 4:00
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3925 Environment Spot 
News

The Champaign County Board voted 15 to 2 Thursday night to allow 
construction of a huge new solar panel farm on a site east of Sidney.

1/25/2019 :60

3926 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The Champaign-Urbana Public Health District has reported one local case of 
the highly contagious measles virus. Public health officials say the patient was 
admitted to the emergency room Jan. 19, and tests confirmed Wednesday 
that the patient had the infection.

1/25/2019 :60

3927 Community Spot 
News

A new program from the Champaign County Regional Planning Commission 
has set some ambitious goals to cut recidivism and boost educational 
attainment and employment rates over the next three years for 18 to 24 year 
olds who have had some contact with the justice system. The initiative is 
called the Young Adult Reentry Program (YARP).

1/28/2019 :60

3928 Education Spot 
News

The school-based mentorship program CU 1-to-1 is seeking more mentors, 
especially for immigrant children who need extra support.

1/28/2019 :60

3929 Housing Spot 
News

With subzero temperatures in the weather forecast, an agency serving the 
homeless in Champaign-Urbana is gearing up to offer daytime shelter from 
the cold. The Phoenix Drop-In Center in Champaign is expanding its hours this 
week to provide a place for people who are homeless to get warm.

1/28/2019 :60

3930 Education Spot 
News

State Representative Carol Ammons wants to provide more state funding to 
Illinois universities and colleges. Ammons was recently appointed chair of the 
state's Higher Education Committee.

1/29/2019 :60

3931 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A lawsuit filed Monday in federal court includes numerous allegations of racial 
harassment of black employees at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. The plaintiffs allege in court documents racial harassment is U of 
I’s “standard operating procedure.”

1/29/2019 :60

3932 Environment Spot 
News

Despite the closings, the Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District continued 
their bus routes and offered free rides to help commuters who had to brave 
the cold.

1/30/2019 :60

3933 Arts and Culture Interview The Valentine's dinner and love song serenade will be at Silvercreek 
Restaurant in Urbana on Tuesday February 12.

1/31/2019 5:30
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3934 Environment Spot 
News

Subzero temperatures closed schools across central and northern Illinois 
Wednesday, and many remained closed on Thursday. But the Chrisman school 
district in Edgar County held classes as usual --- although the results were not 
what its superintendent had expected.

1/31/2019 :60

3935 Housing Spot 
News

Roughly 300 people will spend Friday night out on the street in cardboard 
boxes, to raise awareness and money to help the homeless during the annual 
"One Winter Night" in downtown Champaign.

1/31/2019 :60

3936 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The Flash Index to the Illinois economy slipped a tenth of a point from 
December to January. But economist J. Fred Giertz says last month’s reading 
of 105.4 still shows “relatively strong” economic growth for the state.

2/1/2019 :60

3937 University of Illinois Spot 
News

U of I Vice Chancellor and Provost Andreas Cangellaris said the stretegic plan, 
which outlines the university’s vision and priorities through the year 2023, 
centers around increasing diversity and public engagement at the state’s 
flagship campus.

2/1/2019 :60

3938 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

A second case of measles has been reported in Champaign-Urbana. Like the 
first case announced in January, this second case involves a member of the 
University of Illinois campus community.

2/3/2019 :60

3939 Education Spot 
News

Illinois could save millions of dollars on incarceration costs if the federal ban 
on Pell Grants for inmates was lifted, according to a new report from the Vera 
Institute of Justice.

2/4/2019 :60

3940 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The Illinois Department of Public Health reports 35 confirmed cases of 
Hepatitis A in the month of January, which are part of a recent Hep A 
outbreak concentrated in the Midwest. Three of those cases were in 
Champaign county. The Champaign-Urbana Public Health District is working to 
reduce the risk of Hepatitis A, HIV and other infections among people who use 
illicit drugs by offering clean syringes, harm reduction counseling and 
vaccinations.

2/4/2019 :60

3941 Education Spot 
News

Urbana school officials promised a capacity crowd attending Tuesday night’s 
school board meeting that they would do better. Their statements were in 

2/6/2019 :60
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response to a series of fights Monday at Urbana High School that resulted in 
initial arrests of seven students and a parent, sent a teacher to the hospital, 
and led to the early dismissal of class.

3942 Sports Spot 
News

Ayo Dosunmu hit back-to-back three-pointers, breaking a tie game with two-
and-a-half minutes to go, sending the Illini men to a 79-74 win over 9th-
ranked Michigan State Tuesday night in Champaign.

2/6/2019 :60

3943 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Researchers at the University of Illinois Prairie Research Institute have found 
tiny strands of synthetic fabric, or microfibers, in Illinois groundwater systems.

2/7/2019 :60

3944 Community Spot 
News

The fire chief in the Ford County town of Paxton says flying a giant U.S. flag 
from a tall flagpole would promote patriotism and his community at the same 
time.

2/11/2019 :60

3945 Education Spot 
News

Champaign Unit 4 Schools have a list of activities planned in observance of the 
National African-American Parent Involvement Day on Monday. Each school 
will host their own activities ranging from dinners and luncheons to talent 
show and musical performances.

2/11/2019 :60

3946 Environment Spot 
News

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency has announced a public 
comment period and a public hearing notice on a Dynegy plan to stabilize the 
Middle Fork River at the retired Vermilion Power Station near Oakwood.

2/11/2019 :60

3947 Community Spot 
News

Work on restoring the Fischer Theatre in downtown Danville has moved from 
outdoors to indoors. The non-profit group that owns the building at 158 N. 
Vermilion Street hope to have it ready to host plays and concerts by fall, 2019.

2/12/2019 :60

3948 Environment Spot 
News

Flood control and beautification measures along the Boneyard Creek have had 
a dramatic impact on Champaign’s Mid-town and Campustown areas over the 
last several years. Now, the city is calling for construction bids on the first 
phase of work on the Boneyard in the north end.

2/13/2019 :60

3949 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men's basketball team won its fourth straight conference game, 
beating Ohio State 63-56 last night in Columbus, Ohio.

2/15/2019 :60
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3950 Community Spot 
News

As communities across the U.S. grapple with gun violence, data from the city 
of Champaign suggests part of the problem stems from kids using guns to 
solve personal conflicts, according to Tracy Parsons, the city's community 
relations manager.

2/15/2019 :60

3951 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Senator Scott Bennett and Representative Carol Ammons will host a town hall 
on marijuana legalization on Feb. 18, 2019. The event begins at 6 p.m. at the 
Illinois Terminal in Champaign.

2/17/2019 :60

3952 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Researchers at the University of Illinois published findings of a model they 
designed that predicts through 2050 the impact of different environmental 
policies on both human health and climate change.

2/19/2019 :60

3953 Environment Spot 
News

Republican and Democratic lawmakers representing Champaign County have 
put forward a package of five bills in the Illinois General Assembly they say will 
protect the Mahomet Aquifer, the primary source of drinking water for more 
than 500,000 people in the state.

2/19/2019 :60

3954 University of Illinois Interview Research shows African-Americans are less likely to access treatment for 
mental illness. Cultural norms and the stigma associated with having a mental 
illness are partly to blame, according to Shardé Smith, assistant professor of 
human development and family studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

2/19/2019 4:00

3955 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

OSF Healthcare is raising the minimum wage it pays its Illinois employees, just 
as legislation raising the minimum wage in Illinois is becoming law.

2/19/2019 :60

3956 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois System will need an additional $2.5 million in its 
operating budget to finance the minimum wage increase signed into law 
Tuesday by Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker, according to a spokesperson, and 
that could mean increased tuition costs across the state’s three campuses in 
the coming years.

2/19/2019 :60

3957 Arts and Culture Feature Lyric Theatre at Illinois’ production of the Benjamin Britten opera “The Rape 
of Lucretia” opens Thursday at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts in 
Urbana.

2/21/2019 8:00
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3958 Arts and Culture Interview Termites will be the focus of celebration this weekend at the 36th Annual 
Insect Fear Film Festival in Urbana. The event kicks off at 6 pm on Saturday at 
Foellinger Auditorium in Urbana. It’s hosted by entomology researchers at the 
University of Illinois, including department head May Berenbaum.

2/21/2019 4:00

3959 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A class action lawsuit against the University of Illinois’ Urbana campus has 
been expanded to include the U of I’s campuses in Springfield and Chicago. 
The lawsuit includes multiple allegations of racial harassment against black U 
of I employees.

2/22/2019 :60

3960 Community Spot 
News

Eleven young men who had been involved in violent, gun-related offenses 
were offered a choice Thursday night --- stay on a path that could lead to 
prison or death, or accept an offer of help to turn their lives around. The 
choice was offered at a “Call-In” session held in downtown Champaign by C-U 
Fresh Start.

2/22/2019 :60

3961 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

A symposium at the University YMCA in Champaign aims to equip people with 
tools to better support immigrants in the community. The Inaugural 
Symposium on Local Immigration Activism will feature discussions about 
sanctuary communities and the unique challenges undocumented students 
face in higher education.

2/23/2019 :60

3962 Education Spot 
News

The University of Illinois Education Justice Project recently received a grant to 
assist with its fundraising efforts. EJP is a college in prison program serving 
inmates at the Danville Correctional Center.

2/25/2019 :60

3963 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The Carle Illinois College of Medicine wants Champaign county residents from 
all walks of life to submit their ideas for improving health care. The goal of 
Health Make-A-Thon program is to remove traditional barriers to health care 
innovation.

2/26/2019 :60

3964 Housing Spot 
News

The city of Urbana and Brinshore Development have agreed to pull the plug 
on an arts-centered residential development that was planned to go up on a 
city-owned parking lot just across Illinois Street from Lincoln Square Mall.

2/26/2019 :60
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3965 Government Spot 
News

People on electronic monitoring (EM) as a condition of parole can only leave 
home with explicit permission from a state parole agent.

2/27/2019 :60

3966 Sports Spot 
News

Purdue beat the Illini men's basketball team 73-56 Wednesday night in West 
Lafayette, Indiana.

2/28/2019 :60

3967 Housing Feature A law allows Illinois school districts to use a portion of their transportation 
funding to help homeless families, and those at risk of becoming homeless, 
pay for a place to live

2/28/2019 4:00

3968 Environment Spot 
News

State lawmakers in Springfield introduced legislation Thursday aimed at 
creating more renewable energy jobs and cutting carbon pollution entirely 
from the state’s power sector by 2030.

3/1/2019 :60

3969 Transportation Spot 
News

The Champaign-Urbana MCORE Project moves into “Project 4” phase on 
Monday, March 4, starting with connecting portions of Wright Street and 
Armory Avenue on the University of Illinois campus.

3/3/2019 :60

3970 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The latest reading from the Flash Index shows the rate of economic growth in 
Illinois decreasing for the 2nd month in a row.

3/3/2019 :60

3971 Education Spot 
News

A new Dr. Howard Elementary school is one step closer to completion. The 
Champaign Unit 4 school district will begin demolishing three remaining 
houses on the site to make way for the new school building this week.

3/4/2019 :60

3972 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men's basketball team beat Northwestern 81-76 Sunday night in 
Champaign.

3/4/2019 :60

3973 Government Spot 
News

One million dollars --- that’s how much the Illinois treasurer’s office says 
about 9,000 private-sector employees have set aside so far, through Illinois’ 
new Secure Choice auto-enroll workplace retirement program.

3/4/2019 :60

3974 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

An Illinois Senate bill aims to help children who are at risk of entering state 
custody because of issues caused by untreated mental illness.

3/7/2019 :60

3975 Arts and Culture Interview The Champaign-Urbana Symphony Orchestra is performing a work by its 
composer-in-residence, Stacy Garrop, this Saturday night.

3/8/2019 8:00
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3976 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Students at the University of Illinois developed a new project called “Dug the 
Dog IRL,” inspired by the Pixar movie “Up.” The prototype that will be on 
display allows their dog Alma to talk.

3/8/2019 :60

3977 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men lost their final regular-season basketball game 72-56 to Penn 
State Sunday in State College, Pennsylvania.

3/10/2019 :60

3978 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Bringing home a new baby is tough, and a nonprofit organization in 
Champaign-Urbana wants to help. They’re seeking donations from local 
businesses to put together care "Baby Boxes" for new families.

3/11/2019 :60

3979 Housing Feature Residents of Champaign’s Garden Hills neighborhood have to deal with a list 
of problems, including inordinate levels of poverty, gun violence and vacant 
houses. The neighborhood on the city’s northwest side has another problem: 
a lack of infrastructure, like storm sewers and streetlights. The Champaign City 
Council is taking a first step towards a remedy for Garden Hills. But it could be 
a long wait to the second step.

3/13/2019 4:00

3980 Education Spot 
News

A statewide study from regional school superintendents found that Illinois’ 
serious teacher shortage continues to worsen, especially in school districts in 
central and southern Illinois.

3/13/2019 :60

3981 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men's basketball team survived an opening round tilt against 
Northwestern, beating the Wildcats 74-69 in overtime Wednesday night at 
the Big Ten Tournament in Chicago.

3/14/2019 :60

3982 University of Illinois Interview New research from the University of Illinois and University of Iowa suggests 
that a drug already approved to fight fungal infections could help treat cystic 
fibrosis.

3/14/2019 4:00

3983 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men's basketball season ended Thursday night in Chicago, where the 
Iowa Hawkeyes rained a barrage of three-pointers on day two of the Big Ten 
Tournament. The final score was 83-62.

3/15/2019 :60

3984 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

U.S. Rep. Rodney Davis (R-Taylorville) says he will vote to sustain Pres. 
Trump's veto of a congressional resolution blocking his emergency declaration 
for border wall funding.

3/15/2019 :60
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3985 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Research has shown that people who are exposed to gun violence are at 
greater risk of physical and mental health issues. University of Illinois 
researchers are looking at the role wearable technology can play in better 
understanding the link.

3/18/2019 :60

3986 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Growing and selling cannabis for medical purposes in Illinois is legal, and it's 
looking more likely that the state will legalize a recreational program as well. 
But one crucial component that remains illegal is for banks to do business 
with marijuana-related companies.

3/19/2019 :60

3987 University of Illinois Interview Schools in Illinois and across the country are turning to restorative justice 
practices as an alternative to traditional discipline models. Mikhail Lyubansky, 
an associate professor of pyschology at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, studies restorative justice, and he's written about some of the 
criticisms of the way it's used in schools.

3/19/2019 4:00

3988 Government Spot 
News

Senator Dick Durbin says he needs to learn more about Stephen M. Dickson, 
President Trump’s nominee to head the Federal Aviation Administration 
before deciding if he’ll vote to confirm him. But the Illinois Democrat says 
having any nominee at all is progress

3/20/2019 :60

3989 Politics/Elections Interview Champaign Mayor Deborah Frank Feinen is asking voters to elect her to a 
second term, so she can continue to work on projects she says have helped 
the city grow and improve. Feinen, an attorney, is facing challenger Azark 
David Cobbs in the April 2nd municipal election.

3/21/2019 7:30

3990 Community Spot 
News

Dozens of community members of all faiths filled the Central Illinois Mosque 
and Islamic Center in Urbana Wednesday evening to commemorate the lives 
of those killed in the attack in Christchurch, New Zealand.

3/21/2019 :60

3991 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A tour of a crop science research project at the University of Illinois elicited 
Senator Dick Durbin’s hope of seeing federal funding for scientific research 
increase by five percent each year, starting with the next budget.

3/21/2019 :60

3992 Environment Spot 
News

Illinois State Representative Mike Marron of Fithian has filed a bipartisan 
resolution to create a Task Force to study the impact of coal ash across Illinois. 

3/22/2019 :60
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The Coal Ash Task Force would look at coal ash pollution throughout Illinois, 
including the impact of the retired Dynegy coal plant on the Middle Fork River 
near Danville

3993 Environment Spot 
News

The Illinois Environmental Agency will hold a public hearing Tuesday, March 
26, 2019 to take comments on a proposal by Dynegy Midwest Generation to 
construct a wall of rock along the Middle Fork River near the company’s coal 
ash ponds at the Vermilion Power Station near Danville. For those interested, 
here's what you need to know.

3/24/2019 :60

3994 Politics/Elections Interview Azark David Cobbs is a past candidate for the Champaign City Council and 
Champaign Unit Four school board. But this time, he’s running to be the 
mayor of Champaign.

3/25/2019 7:30

3995 Health and Health 
Care

Interview A small but growing number of U.S. women are choosing to have their babies 
at home. In more than 30 states, including most of the Midwest, it’s legal for 
certified professional midwives – trained specifically in home birth – to assist 
them. Illinois is not among them; but the state Senate wants to study the 
issue.

3/26/2019 4:00

3996 Housing Feature One of the largest non-tuition expenses for many students is the cost of living 
on campus. The price of room and board has doubled in inflation adjusted 
dollars at public universities in the U.S. since 1980.

3/26/2019 4:00

3997 Environment Spot 
News

The Anita Purves Nature Center is the latest building in Champaign-Urbana to 
go solar. Solar panels are being installed this week on the nature center, 
located on the north end of Urbana’s Crystal Lake Park.

3/27/2019 :60

3998 Government Spot 
News

The Urbana City Council is set to take a final vote at its April 1st meeting on 
imposing a moratorium on new video gaming terminals in bars. Mayor Diane 
Marlin wants the moratorium in place, while work continues on an overhaul 
of the city liquor code.

3/27/2019 :60

3999 Community Interview The group CU Trauma and Resiliency Initiative is working to help people better 
understand the link between trauma, mental health and violence; and an 

3/28/2019 4:00
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event this Saturday aims to bring together men for a discussion about the 
issue.

4000 Politics/Elections Interview Illinois’ Municipal elections are this coming Tuesday, April 2nd. Vote 
confidently by reading up on your candidates. During WILL and Illinois 
Newsroom’s Democracy and YES! Civics events, community members created 
election questionnaires for candidates in Champaign, Danville, Decatur, 
Hoopeston, and Springfield.

3/28/2019 4:00

4001 Community Spot 
News

The event provides access to information and resources for people with 
disabilities. The expo will host 107 exhibitors, including 16 new ones, willing to 
share information and answer questions regarding resources ranging from 
health care to legal support - available to people with all types of disabilities, 
as well as their caregivers, friends, and families.

3/29/2019 :60

4002 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Danville voters will elect a mayor from a field of four candidates in Tuesday’s 
election. It could be Acting Mayor Rickey Williams, Jr., who was appointed to 
the post last October, when longtime mayor Scott Eisenhauer resigned to 
become Rantoul’s village administrator. Or it could be one of three 
challengers: Donald Crews, Steve Nichols or James McMahon

3/30/2019 :60

4003 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

The April 2 election gives voters in Champaign a chance to decide who will sit 
in three at-large city council seats for the next four years. They have eight 
candidates to choose from.

3/30/2019 :60

4004 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Election results from Champaign County races 4/2/2019 :60

4005 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Poverty can lead to negative health outcomes, and a group of public health 
and policy experts will gather this week to craft a strategy to address the 
problem.

4/3/2019 :60

4006 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Champaign County government no longer operates a nursing home. The sale 
of the Champaign County Nursing Home to a private firm managed by William 
“Avi” Rothner was officially finalized as of 12:01 AM, Monday.

4/3/2019 :60
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4007 Arts and Culture Spot 
News

The Boneyard Arts Festival – presented by 40 North and Champaign County 
Arts Council – returns this weekend for its annual four-day event showcasing a 
range of different artists in the community.

4/4/2019 :60

4008 Education Spot 
News

Parkland's Diversity Committee and Office of Human Resources will host a 
"Human Library" event on April 5, from 1 to 3 p.m. The Human Library 
Organization started in Copenhagen as an anti-violence initiative in 2000 and 
is now worldwide.

4/4/2019 :60

4009 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Illinois Congressman John Shimkus voted against reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) when it passed the U-S House on a vote 
of 263-158 Thursday. But the Collinsville Republican says he hopes 
negotiations in the Senate will produce a version he can support when it 
returns to his chamber.

4/5/2019 :60

4010 Science and 
Technology

Spot 
News

Middle school kids in the Champaign County town of Mahomet got a lesson 
last week on playing safe online, courtesy of Google.

4/8/2019 :60

4011 Business/Economy Spot 
News

A sales tax revenue-sharing agreement with Costco won the unanimous 
support of Champaign City Council members Tuesday night. During a study 
session, council members endorsed a proposal to share $2.75 million in future 
tax revenue with Costco, if it builds on a site at Market Place Mall.

4/8/2019 :60

4012 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

The evening of the second Tuesday in April -- April 9 in 2019 -- is when 
townships in Illinois hold their annual town meetings.

4/9/2019 :60

4013 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The Champaign-Urbana Public Health District (CUPHD) will host the Cotton 
Bowl Diaper Drive For Babies In Need on Wednesday.

4/9/2019 :60

4014 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

About a dozen stories from survivors of sexual assault, rape, and dating and 
domestic violence were shared at the "#MeToo On Campus" event Tuesday 
evening at the University of Illinois Women's Resrouces Center.

4/10/2019 :60

4015 Education Feature Melissa Esparza is one of about 700,000 teens — or one in 30 high schoolers 
aged 13 to 17 — who experience unaccompanied homelessness in a given 
year, according to data from Chapin Hall, a policy and research center based 
at the University of Chicago.

4/10/2019 4:00
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4016 Arts and Culture Feature This weekend, the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts in Urbana, Illinois, 
celebrates 50 years of bringing music, theater and dance to a part of the 
country where many are surprised to find it.

4/10/2019 6:00

4017 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Hundreds of proposals for solar electricity projects in Illinois competed to win 
renewable energy credits in a special lottery that was held Wednesday.

4/10/2019 :60

4018 Arts and Culture Interview Director Mike Ross spoke with Illinois Public Media about the role the 
Krannert Center has played over the past 50 years in the arts community in 
central Illinois and beyond.

4/11/2019 4:00

4019 Community Spot 
News

Hundreds of volunteers are expected to come out to Boneyard Creek in 
Champaign-Urbana Saturday morning, April 12, to take part in the 14th annual 
Boneyard Creek Community Day.

4/12/2019 :60

4020 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The state of Illinois is set to receive an additional $15 million in federal 
funding to expand addiction treatment services. The funding will help expand 
treatment services in areas of Illinois hardest hit by addiction.

4/15/2019 :60

4021 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Danville Mayor Rickey Williams Junior says one of his goals as he prepares to 
start a full term is to get new police and fire chiefs in place – replacing the 
position of public safety director.

4/15/2019 :60

4022 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois College of Engineering is on track to be renamed the 
Grainger College of Engineering next month, as it receives a $100 million gift 
from the Grainger Foundation. The university’s board of trustees is expected 
to vote on the name change at its May 16 meeting in Springfield.

4/18/2019 :60

4023 University of Illinois Spot 
News

An electrical fire occurred Thursday morning at the Einstein Bros. Bagels 
located in the basement of the 78-year-old Illini Union building on the 
University of Illinois campus.

4/18/2019 :60

4024 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Joe Petry, a clinical professor of economics who once ran for mayor of 
Champaign, has been placed on administrative leave by the University of 
Illinois, pending results of an investigation.

4/18/2019 :60
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4025 Education Feature There are roughly 200 college in prison programs nationwide, including in 
Illinois, and there's debate over whether they make a difference.

4/19/2019 7:00

4026 Housing Spot 
News

Illinois Newsroom has been covering the struggle to find affordable housing 
around the state. The lack of funding to build housing for people with low-
incomes is one challenge. But city governments can influence where and how 
housing is built through their zoning rules.

4/22/2019 :60

4027 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A University of Illinois professor said he’s hopeful a new million-dollar grant 
from the Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research will lead to a better 
understanding of how to reduce food insecurity nationwide.

4/22/2019 :60

4028 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

U.S. Representative Rodney Davis of Illinois' 13th District says he hopes a new 
version of the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act makes to the 
president’s desk this year. The measure would restore easy access to Agent 
Orange disability benefits for tens of thousands of Navy veterans who served 
on coastal waters in the Vietnam War.

4/22/2019 :60

4029 Arts and Culture Feature The University of Illinois's quartet-in-residence will perform works by 
Mendelssohn, Dvořák, and Agócs Tuesday night in Kranert's Foellinger Great 
Hall.

4/23/2019 8:00

4030 Environment Spot 
News

Activists hope a meeting set for Thursday night will attract residents 
concerned about chemical pollution they believe was not addressed by the 
cleanup at the site of a long-gone gas plant in Champaign’s predominantly 
African-American north side.

4/24/2019 :60

4031 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois’ Media and Cinema Studies department will host its 
annual Illinifest Student Film Festival Saturday at 5 pm at the Gregory Hall 
Theater in Urbana. The festival is produced, programmed and curated entirely 
by University of Illinois students.

4/25/2019 :60

4032 University of Illinois Interview University of Illinois anthropology professor Kathryn Clancy co-authored a 
study that found high numbers of young women in the field of physics 
reported experiencing sexual or gender harassment.

4/25/2019 4:00
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4033 Community Interview A pastor in Rantoul wants to raise awareness about the issues people face 
living with mental illness and equip the faith community to help.

4/25/2019 4:00

4034 Arts and Culture Feature Lyric Theatre at Illinois’ final production of the semester is 1992’s “Crazy for 
You,” which takes the music of George and Ira Gershwin and uses it in a 
charming musical set in 1930’s Nevada.

4/26/2019 8:00

4035 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

U.S. Rep. John Shimkus (R-Collinsville) was in Ukraine earlier this month to 
observe presidential balloting that elected comedian Volodymyr Zelensky.

4/29/2019 :60

4036 Housing Feature Just because someone has four walls around them every night, that doesn’t 
mean they’re housed. That’s what Paul Hamann believes. He’s the president 
and CEO of the Night Ministry, a Chicago-based non-profit that provides 
shelter and healthcare services to the homeless.

4/29/2019 4:00

4037 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Illinois State Treasurer Michael Frerichs announced Monday that his office has 
distributed a record $200 million in unclaimed cash to Illinois residents in the 
last 10 months.

4/29/2019 :60

4038 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Champaign City Council members indicated in a study session Tuesday night 
that they’re ready to commit future tax revenue to help a quarter billion 
downtown project known as “The Yards”.

5/1/2019 :60

4039 Community Spot 
News

This week, the Family Service Self-Help Center of Champaign will host a 
conference focused on the importance of working together to address needs 
in the community.

5/1/2019 :60

4040 Politics/Elections Interview Champaign County State’s Attorney Julia Rietz says she’s concerned about 
how legalization could impact the juveniles she works with on a daily basis. 
She’s also concerned about how the state will address cannabis impaired 
driving.

5/3/2019 4:00

4041 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A recent study suggests that low-income students who receive loan-
replacement grants are more likely to graduate than those from similar 
economic backgrounds who don’t receive them.

5/6/2019 :60
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4042 Government Spot 
News

The Commission’s listening session in Urbana is the second of three listening 
sessions taking place throughout the state. The hearings comes after several 
months of calls from communities across the state to open the Commission’s 
process up to the public.

5/6/2019 :60

4043 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Champaign resident Kim Bryan lost her 19-year-old son to suicide in 2016. His 
death led her to found the nonprofit Rattle The Stars, which provides suicide 
prevention training across the Champaign-Urbana area.

5/7/2019 4:00

4044 Community Spot 
News

The city of Champaign is getting ready to unveil a community crisis response 
plan that aims to help people in the days and weeks following an incident of 
community violence.

5/8/2019 :60

4045 Education Spot 
News

Last year, the department requested and received $7,000 to spend on 
educational supplies. This year, the agency requested $350,000, according to 
Lindsey Hess, a spokesperson for IDOC.

5/8/2019 :60

4046 Community Spot 
News

Tens of thousands of people in Illinois represent themselves in court each 
year, and many of them do so because they can’t afford an attorney. A 
program coming to the Champaign County Courthouse aims to help.

5/9/2019 :60

4047 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Tens of thousands of Illinois residents have been waiting beyond the 45-day 
limit for their Medicaid applications to be processed.

5/10/2019 :60

4048 Business/Economy Interview A report issued by the University of Illinois Institute of Government and Public 
Affairs indicates that Illinois could raise more tax revenue, with a serious 
change in residents’ economic behavior, if it used a graduated income tax 
structure similar to those in neighboring states.

5/13/2019 4:00

4049 Environment Spot 
News

Coal ash is one of the largest types of industrial waste generated in the U.S., 
according to the EPA. And some Illinois lawmakers say the state has a coal ash 
problem.

5/13/2019 :60

4050 Community Spot 
News

The Champaign County Community Coalition is seeking volunteers for an 
event this week focused on preventing violence and promoting resilience.

5/14/2019 :60
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4051 Business/Economy Spot 
News

There’s a new developer lined up to buy and reopen the Urbana Landmark 
Hotel. And Mayor Diane Marlin says this new project is worth the city’s 
investment.

5/18/2019 :60

4052 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

State Representative Carol Ammons said during a recent interview it will be 
difficult for her to get behind a proposed bill to legalize cannabis without 
significant changes to the legislation.

5/20/2019 :60

4053 Education Spot 
News

The Urbana District 116 School Board voted unanimously Sunday night to 
appoint Jennifer Ivory-Tatum as the new superintendent of schools. Ivory-
Tatum previously worked in both Urbana and Champaign Unit 4 schools.

5/20/2019 :60

4054 Community Interview Losing a loved one to gun violence can cause anxiety, stress and other mental 
health symptoms; and simply living in an environment where violence is 
taking place can do the same. But experts say early intervention and support 
can help prevent some of those negative, long-term consequences.

5/20/2019 4:00

4055 Environment Spot 
News

A lawsuit filed Monday in Champaign County Circuit Court contends that 
contamination from a natural gas leak north of Mahomet has spread to 
additional residential water wells.

5/20/2019 :60

4056 Government Spot 
News

For the second year running, the city of Urbana is identifying spending cuts, as 
it tries to address a structural deficit in its budget.

5/20/2019 :60

4057 Education Spot 
News

A bill that would expand labor protections for graduate student workers has 
passed both houses of the Illinois General Assembly and is headed to Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s desk.

5/24/2019 :60

4058 Community Interview A federally funded program in east-central Illinois aims to equip young people 
for a successful transition into adulthood. Care4U is a partnership between 
Illinois State University in Normal and high schools across Champaign-Urbana.

5/27/2019 4:00

4059 Education Spot 
News

A recent study from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign suggests 
that educators may be uniquely able to spot students who are food-insecure. 
The report looked at data from 16 elementary schools across east-central 
Illinois during the 2011 to 2012 school year.

5/28/2019 :60
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4060 Environment Spot 
News

Environmental groups are hailing passage of a bill (SB9) to regulate the 
cleanup of coal ash pits at Illinois power plant sites. The Illinois House passed 
the measure on Monday 77-35 with one member voting Present (following 
Senate passage on May 9), and it now goes to Governor Pritzker’s desk.

5/28/2019 :60

4061 Education Feature Staff at the Danville Correctional Center in east-central Illinois removed about 
200 books from a college in prison program's library earlier this year. A 
majority of the books removed from Education Justice Project's library are 
about race.

5/29/2019 4:00

4062 Housing Feature If you live in Champaign-Urbana, you may have noticed a surge in new 
apartment construction in recent years, but this boom is part of a larger 
pattern of construction happening across the country.

5/30/2019 4:00

4063 Community Spot 
News

A new report from the nonprofit Feeding America found that food insecurity 
in east-central Illinois is higher than in most parts of the state.

5/31/2019 :60

4064 Education Spot 
News

Illinois has more than a thousand summer meal sites, which are federally 
funded through the U.S. Department of Agriculture and administered through 
the Illinois State Board of Education. The program aims to ensure children 
have access to healthy meals when school is out of session.

6/3/2019 :60

4065 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois President Timothy Killeen is “delighted” and “very 
excited” about the funding increase for higher education included in the 
newly approved state budget. He said the investment in higher education 
spending represents an “historic turn in absolutely the right direction,” Killeen 
said.

6/3/2019 :60

4066 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Jury selection moves into its second day Tuesday at the federal courthouse in 
Peoria, in the capital murder trial of the man accused in the disappearance of 
University of Illinois visiting scholar Yingying Zhang.

6/3/2019 :60

4067 Government Spot 
News

The new state budget awaiting Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker’s signature 
includes what advocates say is a much-needed $80 million increase in funding 
for mental health and addiction treatment.

6/4/2019 :60
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4068 Government Interview State Representative Tom Bennett (R-Gibson City) discusses the major votes 
of the end of the spring session in Springfield, including the new state budget, 
a new infrastructure plan, the legalization of recreational marijuana and a 
proposed constitutional amendment for a progressive state income tax.

6/5/2019 4:00

4069 Government Interview State Representative Carol Ammons said she didn’t vote on a historic bill to 
legalize the use and sale of cannabis in Illinois because she didn’t have a 
chance to express her concerns about the legislation.

6/5/2019 4:00

4070 Education Feature Last week, Illinois Newsroom reported on the removal of more than 200 
books from the shelves of a college in prison program’s library inside the 
Danville Correctional Center in east-central Illinois. Several authors and 
editors of books that were removed from the EJP library agreed to speak to 
Illinois Newsroom.

6/6/2019 4:00

4071 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A commission with members on both sides of the Chief Illiniwek debate is 
recommending ways to move forward together --- twelve years after the 
University of Illinois retired the controversial symbol. But Chief 
supporterswere criticizing its findings on the day they were issued.

6/8/2019 :60

4072 Community Interview The Autism Program on the University of Illinois Urbana campus is a statewide 
network of agencies that provides resources and services for children and 
adults with autism. Illinois Public Media spoke with the program’s director, 
Linda Tortorelli.

6/10/2019 4:00

4073 Government Interview For the second year in a row, Urbana's budget plan includes spending cuts 
meant to address a structural deficit. They'll be part of the discussion on 
Monday June 10 at 7 PM, when the Urbana City Council holds a public hearing 
on the budget proposal. But what's a structural deficit?

6/10/2019 4:00

4074 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The estate of missing Chinese scholar Yingying Zhang is suing two University of 
Illinois counselors who treated her accused killer for wrongful death and 
negligence.

6/11/2019 :60
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4075 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Opening statements begin Wednesday morning in Peoria in the federal capital 
murder trial of Brent Christensen, charged in connection with the 
disappearance of Yingying Zhang.

6/11/2019 :60

4076 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Opening statements took an unexpected turn, in the Brent Christensen capital 
murder trial in Peoria Wednesday. Federal public defender George Taseff said 
that Christensen is responsible for the death of University of Illinois visiting 
scholar Yingying Zhang, despite his “not guilty” plea.

6/12/2019 :60

4077 University of Illinois Spot 
News

In an unexpected development Friday morning, public defenders representing 
Brendt Christensen asked the judge in his kidnapping-murder trial to disregard 
the notion that Christensen may have killed other victims.

6/14/2019 :60

4078 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Audio and video recordings were played for a federal jury in the murder-
kidnapping trial of Brendt Christensen on Friday --- including a recording of 
Christensen’s chilling account of how he kidnapped and murdered Yingying 
Zhang, a promising young environmental engineer from China in June 2017. 
Please note: the details that follow could be disturbing.

6/14/2019 :60

4079 Government Interview The Illinois budget that goes into effect July 1st includes a 3.5% rate increase 
for state-funded agencies that provide services to people with disabilities. But 
after more than a decade with no significant rate increases, some who work in 
the disabilities services sector say the new funding is not enough to ensure 
people with disabilities get the care they need.

6/17/2019 4:00

4080 Government Spot 
News

Last month, state lawmakers passed a bill mandating the Illinois Department 
of Corrections and Prisoner Review Board track and publicly report data on 
the program.

6/17/2019 :60

4081 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A new exhibit at the University of Illinois Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
features the tools that writers have used throughout history to record their 
words. One of the items displayed at the “Writers and Their Tools” exhibit is a 
typewriter that belonged to a U of I student named Hugh Hefner.

6/17/2019 :60

4082 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Testimony resumes Tuesday morning in Peoria, in the capital murder trial of 
Brendt Christensen. Prosecution witnesses are continuing to describe their 

6/18/2019 :60
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investigation of the disappearance of University of Illinois visiting scholar 
Yingying Zhang, and the man they believe kidnapped and killed her.

4083 Health and Health 
Care

Feature Undocumented immigrants face many barriers to getting help for a mental 
illness. Without treatment, they may act out and get in trouble with the law, 
which can put them at increased risk of deportation.

6/18/2019 4:00

4084 Community Spot 
News

Here's an update on the case against the alleged militia leader from Ford 
County, Illinois, accused of orchestrating the firebombing of a Twin Cities 
Minnesota mosque nearly two years ago. Federal prosecutors say Michael 
Hari tried to escape from custody while he was being moved from Illinois to 
Minnesota.

6/18/2019 2:00

4085 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Testimony resumes Wednesday afternoon in U.S. District Court in Peoria, in 
the capital murder trial of Brendt Christensen. The former grad student is 
accused of kidnapping and killing University of Illinois visiting scholar Yingying 
Zhang of China in 2017.

6/18/2019 :60

4086 University of Illinois Spot 
News

An FBI forensic expert told jurors that DNA evidence indicates that University 
of Illinois visiting scholar Yingying Zhang was inside the bedroom of Brendt 
Christensen, who is accused of killing her.

6/19/2019 :60

4087 Education Spot 
News

Illinois’ new state budget means more money for community colleges, 
including Parkland College in Champaign. The 5% increase in state funding for 
higher education translates into an estimated $200,000 for Parkland College, 
according to the college’s chief financial officer, Chris Randles.

6/20/2019 :60

4088 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Federal prosecutors will rest their case Friday in the trial of Brendt 
Christensen, the man accused of killing University of Illinois visiting scholar 
Yingying Zhang. The capital case could go to the jury Monday.

6/20/2019 :60

4089 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Brendt Christensen, the man accused of kidnapping and killing U of I visiting 
scholar Yingying Zhang, will not testify in his own defense. The jury will get the 
case Monday.

6/21/2019 :60

4090 University of Illinois Spot 
News

It took a jury less than two hours to return a guilty verdict in Brendt 
Christensen’s trial for the kidnapping and murder of University of Illinois 

6/25/2019 :60
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visiting scholar Yingying Zhang. The verdict means Christensen faces either life 
in prison or the death penalty.

4091 Housing Spot 
News

Hundreds of Champaign residents have signed a petition asking the City 
Council to repeal a measure they say discriminates against people with a 
criminal record. The policy allows landlords to deny housing to people with 
certain prior convictions, unless they’ve been out of prison for 5 years.

6/25/2019 :60

4092 Housing Spot 
News

The Champaign City Council voted Tuesday night to not repeal a policy that 
allows landlords to discriminate against people with certain criminal records. 
The three-hour study session meeting included a presentation of a City 
Council report on the issue, followed by public comment from more than 20 
area residents.

6/26/2019 :60

4093 Education Spot 
News

Illinois lawmakers plan to ask state prison officials why more than 200 books 
were removed from a college in prison program’s library at the Danville 
Correctional Center earlier this year.

6/27/2019 :60

4094 Politics/Elections Interview U.S. Senator Dick Durbin is cosponsoring legislation that would rollback one of 
the provisions of the 1994 crime bill. It’s called the Restoring Education and 
Learning Act — or REAL Act. The bill would restore Pell Grant eligibility to 
people incarcerated in state and federal prisons.

6/28/2019 4:00


