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4189 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Global electronics manufacturer, Foxconn, and the University of Illinois have 
partnered on a $100 million smart technology research center headquartered 
on the Urbana-Champaign campus.

10/1/2019 :60

4190 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Illinois' economy showed an unexpected jump in September, according to the 
Flash Index, which moved from 105.1 in August to 105.5 in September.

10/1/2019 :60

4191 Community Spot 
News

The casino operator approved by the Danville City Council this week still has 
to obtain a state gaming license. But the mayor of Danville says once it’s built, 
the casino will be an economic boon.

10/3/2019 :60

4192 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois’ Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and 
Technology in Urbana is hosting a series of events this week to celebrate its 
30th anniversary. One of the events includes a Science Showcase event by 
graduate students and postdoctoral researchers at 5:30 p.m. Thursday at the 
Beckman Atrium.

10/3/2019 :60

4193 Government Spot 
News

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s administration acknowledges that the war on 
cannabis disproportionately affects low-income communities of color. State 
officials are now taking steps to ensure those who've been negatively 
impacted have a leg up when Illinois legalizes adult-use cannabis in 2020.

10/3/2019 :60

4194 Government Spot 
News

This Saturday, nearly 300 Champaign County residents will gather at a church 
in Urbana to try to get their criminal records expunged or sealed.

10/3/2019 :60

4195 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A first-of-its-kind undergraduate degree program will launch at the University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign next fall, according to U of I officials. The 
program combines computer science and animal sciences, and is dubbed “CS 
+ Animal Sciences.”

10/7/2019 :60

4196 Science and 
Technology

Interview Ozone is an air pollutant that forms when emissions from cars, power plants 
and other sources chemically react in the presence of sunlight. The highly 
reactive molecule is hazardous to human health and can also harm plants by 
hindering photosynthesis in plant leaves. New research from the University of 

10/7/2019 4:00
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Illinois at Urbana-Champaign reveals that certain maize varieties are more 
susceptible than others to damage caused by rising ozone levels.

4197 Community Feature On Oct. 9, 2009, a white police officer in Champaign shot and killed an 
unarmed black teenager. Ten years later, community members came to the 
WILL studio to talk with each other about living with that pain, and what's 
changed (and hasn't changed) since then.

10/9/2019 8:00

4198 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth has called President Trump’s decision to 
withdraw troops from northern Syria reckless and short-sighted. It was an 
opinion the Illinois Democrat repeated during a visit Wednesday to the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

10/9/2019 :60

4199 Education Spot 
News

The union for teachers and other employees at the Blue Ridge school district 
in central Illinois has filed paperwork, announcing plans to go on strike 
October 28th. But the union president says talks on a new contract are making 
progress.

10/10/2019 :60

4200 Community Spot 
News

The state firefighter training facility at the University of Illinois will host 
military veterans on Sunday, October 27, bringing together vets who might 
become firefighters with some who already are. The daylong program will 
mark the second year that the Illinois Fire Service Institute has reached out to 
veterans.

10/14/2019 :60

4201 Community Interview The mayor of Danville lives near a Big Lots store, where a bus from East 
Peoria’s Par-A-Dice Casino regularly stops to pick up customers. Mayor Rickey 
Williams Junior says he hopes a casino planned for his eastern Illinois city will 
lead to other buses bringing out-of-towners to Danville instead.

10/14/2019 10:00

4203 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois has released a 127-page report on faculty sexual 
misconduct on its Urbana-Champaign campus. The report includes 64 
recommendations for policy changes, stemming from incidents involving 
faculty and staff over the past several years.

10/15/2019 :60

4204 Community Spot 
News

CU Fresh Start held its sixth “Call-In” Thursday, attempting to set a new path 
for young men in trouble for gun-related offenses in Champaign-Urbana. At 
the same time, local officials say they’re looking at ways to expand the 
program’s reach.

10/18/2019 :60
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4206 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Champaign County Board member Mike Ingram is running for recorder of 
deeds—an office he says he wants to eliminate.

10/22/2019 :60

4207 Education Spot 
News

The Blue Ridge school district and the union for its teacher and support staff 
have reached a tentative agreement on a new contract.

10/22/2019 :60

4208 Education Feature Yuliana Quintana worries she won’t succeed in college because she didn’t 
have access to lab equipment, Advanced Placement classes, and other 
resources during her high school years.

10/23/2019 4:00

4209 Agriculture Interview Illinois grows and sells massive amounts of corn and soybeans. But there are 
some farmers in our state who are trying something different: incorporating 
trees into the crops they grow. They say that this kind of integration, called 
'agroforestry,' is better for the soil, the climate, and perhaps even the bottom 
line.

10/23/2019 17:00

4210 Government Spot 
News

The Champaign County Board will discuss a new report Thursday evening on 
proposals to consolidate its county jail operations into a single building. That 
discussion is expected to be the first of several before a decision is reached on 
the county jail’s future.

10/24/2019 :60

4211 Arts and Culture Interview Illinois Theatre’s production of the Shakespeare tragedy “Titus Andronicus” 
opens Thursday night at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts on the 
University of Illinois Urbana campus.

10/24/2019 4:00

4213 Arts and Culture Interview You’ll have several more chances to see Dom Flemons this weekend as part of 
the Champaign-Urbana Folk and Roots Festival, which runs through Saturday 
night at several venues in Urbana.

10/25/2019 8:00

4214 Government Spot 
News

An updated proposal for county jail consolidation was brought before the full 
Champaign County Board for the first time Thursday night. Now county board 
members must decide how to deal with both a pressing need --- and a 
daunting price tag.

10/25/2019 :60

4212 University of Illinois Interview A new exhibit at the University Y in Champaign takes an up-close look at what 
it’s like to serve an extensive prison sentence. The exhibit is called “Free 
Again.” It’s a partnership with the University of Illinois’ college-in-prison 
program, Education Justice Project.

10/27/2019 4:00
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4215 Education Spot 
News

Teaching assistants and other aides went on strike at Decatur Public Schools 
Tuesday, and the school district has responded by suspending several 
programs.

10/29/2019 :60

4216 Arts and Culture Spot 
News

Halloween -- Thursday October 31st -- is the last day of business for the Art 
Theater in downtown Champaign, which stopped showing movies last week.

10/30/2019 :60

4217 Education Spot 
News

Teaching assistants and other aides at the Decatur school district are 
suspending their strike and returning to work Friday morning.

10/31/2019 :60

4218 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The Flash Index to the Illinois economy took a slight dip in October, dropping 
to 105.3, from its September reading of 105.5. Any reading above 100 from 
the Flash Index means economic growth, and by that standard, the state’s 
economy has been growing since 2012.

11/1/2019 :60

4219 Community Spot 
News

For people with disabilities, it can be frustrating to go to a restaurant only to 
find it’s not accessible. A new website aims to help. “Access Urbana-
Champaign” rates more than 100 local restaurants, cafes and bakeries on their 
accessibility.

11/4/2019 :60

4220 Government Spot 
News

A ban on cannabis business establishments in Rantoul will come up for a final 
vote at next Tuesday’s village board meeting. Rantoul trustees agreed at 
Tuesday night study session to move a proposal forward to block any 
businesses involved in selling, growing, processing or transporting marijuana.

11/6/2019 :60

4221 Community Spot 
News

After a short reprieve this weekend, the unseasonably cold weather will 
return early next week.

11/7/2019 :60

4222 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

U.S. Representative Rodney Davis (R-IL) says it’s a good thing that House 
impeachment investigators have begun releasing transcripts of closed-door 
testimony, but says it's not enough.

11/7/2019 :60

4223 Arts and Culture Interview The founding editor of the influential website talks about its long rise and 
rapid demise.

11/8/2019 8:00

4224 Community Spot 
News

Danville, Illinois, will see its first Veterans Day parade in memory, Monday 
morning at 10 A.M. The parade will take place entirely on the campus of the 
V-A Illiana Health Care System.

11/10/2019 :60
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4225 Arts and Culture Interview A play coming to the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts in Urbana 
explores the question: What is left of an individual once they start losing their 
memories?

11/11/2019 4:00

4226 Government Spot 
News

The Illinois Department of Corrections has revised its publication review policy 
to include a centralized appeal process for incarcerated people who feel 
they’ve been unfairly denied access to certain reading materials.

11/12/2019 :60

4227 Government Spot 
News

On a four to two vote, the Rantoul Village Board said “no” Tuesday night to 
businesses that sell, grow or process marijuana.

11/12/2019 :60

4228 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The Illinois Department of Public Health says a fourth Illinois resident has died 
after being hospitalized with a vaping-related lung injury.

11/14/2019 :60

4202 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Some have blamed the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act 
for helping fuel America’s opioid epidemic, noting how states that expanded 
the federal-state health insurance program for low-income people have seen 
higher rates of opioid overdose deaths. But a new study from the University of 
Illinois at Chicago casts doubt on this theory.

10/15/2019 :60

4205 Arts and Culture Interview The second concert of Sinfonia da Camera's 2019-20 season features works 
from Honniger, Canfield, and Dvořák.

10/18/2019 4:00

4229 Arts and Culture Interview The latest production from Lyric Theatre at Illinois opens Friday night at 
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts in Urbana. “The Adventures of Little 
Sharp Ears” by the Czech composer Leoš Janáček follows wildlife as they move 
from the farmyard through the forest.

11/15/2019 8:00

4230 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

U.S. Senator Dick Durbin wants the federal government to increase funding 
for scientific research by five percent each year.

11/17/2019 :60

4231 Education Interview The new four-part PBS documentary "College Behind Bars" examines what 
higher education looks like in New York State prisons — and the impact it has 
on incarcerated students. Lynn Novick produced and directed the film, and 
Ken Burns is an executive producer.

11/18/2019 8:00

4232 Women and 
Minorities

Feature A Young Immigrant Has Mental Illness, And That’s Raising His Risk of Being 
Deported. When José moved his family to the United States from Mexico 
nearly two decades ago, he had hopes of giving his children a better life.

11/18/2019 6:00
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4233 Sports Spot 
News

The Fighting Illini men's basketball team overcame a sluggish first half to 
cruise past the Rainbow Warriors of Hawaii 66-53 Monday night in 
Champaign.

11/19/2019 :60

4234 Health and Health 
Care

Interview The Frances Nelson Health Center was formally established in 1969 as a free 
clinic aimed at promoting equal access to health care—and continues with 
that mission today.

11/19/2019 4:00

4235 Education Spot 
News

The Champaign Unit 4 School Board approved a measure during a special 
noon meeting on Tuesday allowing the district to sell up to $73.4 million 
worth of school building bonds.

11/19/2019 :60

4236 Education Spot 
News

At their Tuesday night meeting, members of the Urbana School District 116 
Board of Education approved an intergovernmental agreement with the city 
that would quadruple police presence in the district’s middle and high school 
buildings.

11/20/2019 :60

4237 Sports Spot 
News

The Fighting Illini men's basketball team improved to 4-1 on the season with 
an 85-57 win over The Citadel Wednesday night in Champaign.

11/21/2019 :60

4238 Government Spot 
News

Champaign County board members will take another look at whether to allow 
or prohibit cannabis businesses in unincorporated areas --- with an eye 
toward a possible compromise.

11/22/2019 :60

4239 Government Spot 
News

The U.S. Department of Transportation has awarded the Champaign-Urbana 
Mass Transit District a grant of more than $17 million for its Illinois Terminal 
expansion project.

11/22/2019 :60

4240 Community Spot 
News

National newspapers are now harder to find in Champaign-Urbana. The local 
paper, the News-Gazette, stopped delivering those papers to homes and 
newsstands earlier this month.

11/25/2019 :60

4241 Transportation Spot 
News

Amtrak's Illini-Saluki route between Chicago and Carbondale, which stops in 
Champaign, has the lowest on-time performance in the country among 
Amtrak's state-supported routes.

11/25/2019 :60

4242 Arts and Culture Interview This month, the Krannert Center's Dance for People with Parkinson's Disease 
program celebrates 10 years of supporting people with Parkinson’s and their 
loved ones, through dance, music and artistic expression.

11/25/2019 4:00
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4243 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men's basketball team topped the century mark for the second 
straight game, beating NCAA Division II opponent Lindenwood 117-65 
Tuesday night in Champaign.

11/27/2019 :60

4244 Community Spot 
News

Genevieve Kirk said it was only fitting that this year’s Champaign Center 
Parade of Lights pay tribute to the man credited with inventing the first LED. 
University of Illinois Professor Emeritus Nick Holonyak Jr. is the honorary 
grand marshal of the 19th annual Parade of Lights.

11/29/2019 :60

4245 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The University of Illinois Flash Index to the state economy rose slightly in 
November to 105.4. That’s an increase of a tenth of a point from both the 
previous month, and from a year ago.

12/2/2019 :60

4246 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men lost their ACC-Big Ten Challenge game against Miami (Florida) 
last night in Champaign 81-79.

12/3/2019 :60

4247 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Prospective undergraduate students applying to the University of Illinois’ 
three campuses won’t be asked about their criminal histories until after 
they’ve been admitted.

12/4/2019 :60

4248 Government Spot 
News

The Savoy Village Board voted Wednesday night to bar any cannabis-related 
businesses from opening within their borders.

12/5/2019 :60

4249 Arts and Culture Interview Champaign-Urbana Ballet’s annual production of “The Nutcracker” opens 
Thursday at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts in Urbana.

12/5/2019 8:00

4250 Environment Spot 
News

A group gathered on the University of Illinois Urbana campus Friday to call for 
action to combat climate change. “Climate Strike Two” was a follow-up to the 
Climate Strike event held on the U of I campus September 20.

12/6/2019 :60

4251 Education Spot 
News

The Champaign County chapters of both the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) jointly sent a letter to the Champaign Community Unit School District 
4 Board of Education and superintendent Susan Zola highlighting a lack of 
access to gifted and advanced placement classes for black Unit 4 students, as 
well as disparities in discipline and academic proficiency for black pupils as 
compared to their white peers.

12/10/2019 :60
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4252 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A team of University of Illinois professors has received a $550,000 grant from 
NASA to produce research to help get humans safely to the Moon and 
eventually to Mars.

12/11/2019 :60

4253 Science and 
Technology

Interview Stephen Wolfram has a rare public event in Champaign Wednesday evening. 
The CEO of one of the area’s largest tech companies, Wolfram Research, will 
be at Barnes and Noble tonight discussing and signing copies of his latest 
book, “Adventures of a Computational Explorer.”

12/11/2019 8:00

4254 Politics/Elections Interview House Democrats announced two articles of impeachment against President 
Trump on Tuesday. Illinois law experts break down the latest developments in 
the impeachment process, which started back in September.

12/11/2019 15:00

4255 Health and Health 
Care

Interview We trust doctors to keep us healthy. But what happens when a doctor betrays 
that trust? In recent years, dozens of people who were born decades ago with 
the help of fertility treatment are coping with the revelation that they weren’t 
conceived the way they were told.

12/11/2019 30:00

4256 Government Feature For city and county governments, maintaining infrastructure applies to 
buildings, roads and vehicles. But in recent years, that list has increasingly 
included information technology. In Champaign County, local officials are 
trying to come to grips with what they need to keep their IT up to date.

12/12/2019 4:00

4257 Sports Spot 
News

The Illini men beat No. 5 Michigan 71-62 last night in Champaign. Reigning Big 
Ten Freshman of the Week Kofi Cockburn notched another double-double, 
with 19 points and 10 rebounds.

12/12/2019 :60

4258 Business/Economy Interview Back in the '90s, we saw a proliferation of strip malls and commercial 
storefronts across the U.S. But today, as thousands of retailers have closed 
their doors, cities and towns are grappling with what to do with all the empty 
buildings. We look at how Decatur is handling this, and hear about how other 
states have tackled the problem.

12/12/2019 15:00

4259 Business/Economy Interview House Democrats and President Trump agree that a new trade agreement 
with Canada and Mexico is good for our economy. With Illinois being the third 
largest agricultural exporter in the nation, what will that mean for farmers in 
the state?

12/12/2019 15:00
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4260 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

A bill backed by Democrats to control prescription drug prices passed the 
House Thursday on a near party-line vote. Illinois Congressman Rodney Davis 
joined the majority of his fellow Republicans in opposing it. Meanwhile, 
Democratic challenger Betsy Dirksen Londrigan says she would have voted for 
it.

12/12/2019 :60

4261 Education Spot 
News

At a Unit 4 Board of Education meeting Monday night, the district’s 
superintendent, Susan Zola, suggested moving the International Prep 
Academy, a kindergarten through fifth grade bilingual program, to building 
now housing Garden Hills Elementary, a majority black school in north 
Champaign with more than 200 open seats.

12/13/2019 :60

4262 Sports Spot 
News

Alan Griffin scored 15 points and Ayo Dosunmu added 14 and Illinois beat Old 
Dominion 69-55. Seven-foot freshman center Kofi Cockburn scored 11 points 
and grabbed nine rebounds for Illinois (8-3), narrowly missing his seventh 
double-double.

12/14/2019 :60

4263 Community Spot 
News

This is the tenth year for Champaign’s annual Community Christmas Dinner. 
And its organizers are looking for both volunteers and dinner guests for the 
Christmas Day event at the First Christian Church.

12/16/2019 :60

4264 Women and 
Minorities

Interview Every year, thousands of victims of sexual assault treatment and care in 
emergency rooms in Illinois. As part of that process, police are called in to 
investigate and, in some cases, sexual assault survivors can end up arrested 
themselves for completely unrelated reasons.

12/16/2019 15:00

4265 Community Interview Public libraries have long relied on late fees as a way of encouraging patrons 
to return their books before they’re due. But, a growing number of libraries 
across the country are changing that, they say the policy disproportionately 
affects people from disadvantaged communities. Back in January, the 
American Library Association passed a resolution, recognizing fines as a quote 
“form of social inequity.”

12/16/2019 15:00

4266 Government Interview What happens when politicians use their clout to benefit their campaign 
donors? That’s the issue Rockford is dealing with right now, as news broke last 
week that State Senator Dave Syverson used his influence to steer the city 
toward a casino investor he had business ties with.

12/16/2019 15:00
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4267 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

The Champaign City Council will vote Tuesday evening on a resolution 
allowing a local agency to continue its work with refugees, in keeping with a 
recent executive order from the White House.

12/16/2019 :60

4268 Health and Health 
Care

Interview As we close in on the holidays, many of us are getting ready to spend time 
with friends and family, preparing to host, or making travel arrangements. As 
the saying goes, it can be the most wonderful time of the year but it can also 
be the most stressful. We got tips from a psychology expert on how to 
prioritize self-care during the busy holiday season.

12/17/2019 15:00

4269 Arts and Culture Interview We speak with Illinois native Dave Eggers about his new book, "The Captain 
and the Glory," a satire about the American political scene.

12/17/2019 15:00

4270 Transportation Interview As Illinois braces for more cold and snow in the coming weeks, we checked in 
with Mike Behrmann, chair of the automotive department at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale, to dispel some common winter driving myths and learn 
how we can prepare our cars for the cold.

12/17/2019 15:00

4271 Education Spot 
News

During their Tuesday evening meeting, the Urbana School District 116 Board 
of Education reaffirmed its decision to hire two full-time school resource 
officers (SRO), including one each for Urbana Middle and High Schools.

12/18/2019 :60

4272 Women and 
Minorities

Interview Route 66 is well-known as the historic highway that stretched from Chicago to 
Los Angeles. For many people, the road meant opportunity. But for African 
Americans in the early part of the 20th century, that opportunity—and their 
safety—depended on trusted connections along the way.

12/19/2019 15:00

4273 Arts and Culture Interview With so many options for movies around the holiday season, where should 
you begin? We rounded up some of the best—and worst—holiday films with 
two Illinois film aficionados.

12/19/2019 15:00

4274 Arts and Culture Interview We explore what drives trends in teen subculture and ask: Why is the media 
so obsessed with the VSCO girl fad, in particular?

12/19/2019 15:00

4275 Government Spot 
News

Danville is the latest central Illinois city to set local regulations for recreational 
cannabis.

12/19/2019 :60
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4276 Arts and Culture Interview Peter McDowell was only five years old in 1972 when his brother Jimmy died 
in Saigon, Vietnam. He doesn’t remember too much about his brother, but he 
remembers the effect his death had on their family in Champaign-Urbana.

12/20/2019 8:00

4277 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Ten ideas aimed at improving an aspect of the healthcare system will receive 
thousands of dollars’ worth of investment from the Carle Illinois College of 
Medicine at the University of Illinois.

12/26/2019 :60


