
WILL-AM, Urbana, Illinois, licensee: The University of Illinois. 

4th Quarter, 2016 / Oct 1 – December 31, 2016. 

Coverage of Community Issues 

ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1 

2236 Politics/Economy Interview The ongoing investigation into fraud at Wells Fargo is costing the bank yet 
another high-profile client: the state of Illinois. 

10/3/2016 2:59 
 

2237 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview We talked with Dr. Steven O’Marro of Memorial Medical Center in Springfield 
about flu shots. 

10/3/2016 13:01 
 

2238 Economy Interview We spoke with the President of the Illinois Solar Energy Association about a 
grant it has received from the USDA Rural Business Development project to 
perform this job training. 
We also spoke with Eric Knutzen, CFO of Solar Alliance about their plans to 
also create some jobs in and around Marion, Illinois. 

10/3/2016 17:00 
 

2239 Politics Interview We did some political myth busting with Matt Dietrich, editor of Reboot 
Illinois, which is partnering with the Pulitzer-prize winning website PolitiFact. 
We also spoke with Tony Messenger, metro columnist with the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch. 

10/3/2016 15:30 
 

2240 Sports/Community Interview We talked with WBEZ sports contributor Cheryl Raye Stout and baseball 
historian and African-American History professor Adrian Burgos, Jr., about 
why the percentage of African-American players in the MLB has fallen to 8.3 
percent - and what this means for players in the league. 

10/4/2016 16:00 
 

2241 Community Interview We spoke to author Luvvie Ajayi about her new book, I’m Judging You: The 
Do-Better Manual, which discusses how we should and shouldn't act online. 

10/4/2016 30: 
 

2347 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

The monthly University of Illinois Flash Index finished September with its 
lowest mark in nearly four years. Author Fred Giertz blames the national 
economy, and a slow recovery from the 2007-2009 recession. 

10/4/2016 1:00 
 

2028 University of Illinois Feature Today marks the anniversary of the birth of Joseph Tykociner, a University of 
Illinois professor who was an early developer of sound for motion pictures. 

10/5/2016 7:00 
 

2088 Government Spot 
News 

US Rep. Rodney Davis says he wants to reform the way the federal govt. 
funds transportation projects, but not by raising the gasoline tax. 

10/5/2016 1:00 
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2242 Politics/Elections Interview We discussed the latest poll on Illinois voter trends from the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute with institute director David Yepsen. 

10/5/2016 21:30 
 

2243 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Illinois musician Emily Blue about her upcoming album 
Another Angry Woman, which is raising money for the Rape Advocacy, 
Counseling, and Education Services center in Urbana. 

10/5/2016 11:30 
 

2244 Arts and Culture Interview We sat down with the artists of the Borderland Collective about their 
traveling exhibit, "Northern Triangle," which explores the relationship 
between the United States and countries in Central America. 

10/5/2016 15:30 
 

2245 Science and 
Technology 

Interview Niala Boodhoo, host of The 21st, spoke with producer Christine Herman 
about the achievements of the 2016 Nobel Laureates in chemistry. 

10/5/2016 3:00 
 

2089 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

David Gill is ending his independent bid for Congress in the 13th District, but 
plans to continue his lawsuit over the high number of signatures required to 
get independent candidates on the ballot 

10/6/2016 :45 
 

2246 Politics/Elections Interview We’ve heard a lot about American attitudes towards refugees, immigrants 
and globalization this election cycle. But what do Americans actually think 
about all of this? We talked with Craig Kafura, a research associate with the 
Chicago Council on Global Affairs. 

10/6/2016 15:30 
 

2247 Agriculture Interview We spoke with Agri-Business professor Aslihan Spaulding and agricultural 
communications student Joey Keller from Illinois State University about the 
uptick in the field's higher education. 

10/6/2016 16:30 
 

2248 Agriculture Interview We took a look at this year's harvest season in Illinois, which is expected to 
be better than average. Illinois Farm Bureau director Chris Hausman and 
bureau economist Mike Doherty joined us. 

10/6/2016 17:00 
 

2348 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Candidates for Illinois' 52nd Senate District debated in Champaign. 
Republican Mike Madigan argued the U of I and Parkland College don't create 
jobs, while incumbent Democrat Scott Bennett says higher education is 
needed to empower people. 

10/6/2016 1:20 
 

2483 Business/Economy Interview A conversation with Guy Raz, host of the TED Radio Hour and a new podcast, 
"How I Built This," that features conversations with entrepreneurs. 

10/6/2016 7:00 
 



Coverage of Community Issues 

ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1 

2249 Science and 
Technology 

Interview We got to the bottom of the question, "Do 'brain-training' programs work?'" 
with two psychology professors at the University of Illinois, Daniel Simons 
and Elizabeth Stine-Morrow. 

10/7/2016 16:00 
 

2250 Community Interview We spoke with a medical doctor who has taken multiple trips overseas to 
treat Syrian refugees - Dr. Omar Al-Heeti, from Carle Foundation Hospital in 
Urbana. 

10/7/2016 17:00 
 

2251 Arts and Culture Interview We met the members of the Chicago band, Options, and heard them perform 
a few songs for us off their new album "Maxed Out." 

10/7/2016 15:30 
 

2349 Community Spot 
News 

Local Champaign area leaders and law enforcement held the first 'Call-In' as 
part of the CU Fresh Start Initiative to end gun violence. Nine offenders on 
parole or probation were given opportunities to connect with community 
resources, and begin turning their life around. 

10/7/2016 1:30 
 

2484 Arts and Culture Interview A conversation with the C-U band The Finchley Boys, about their reunion 
concert in Champaign on October 7. 

10/7/2016 8:00 
 

2090 Environment Spot 
News 

Work is set to begin this week on repairing the streambank along the Middle 
Fork of the Vermilion River near the former Vermilion Power Station. 

10/10/2016 1:00 
 

2091 Science and 
Technology 

Spot 
News 

The Birthing Center in Bloomington begins operating as a midwifery center 
this week, becoming the first stand-alone birthing center of its kind in 
downstate Illinois. 

10/10/2016 1:00 
 

2252 Politics/Elections Interview We spoke to three college students from across the state. Chris Baker is 
voting for Hillary Clinton. Drew Minik is voting for Donald Trump. Alex 
Villanueva is still undecided on who he will vote for this election. 

10/10/2016 38:00 
 

2253 Politics/Elections Interview We spoke with Matt Dietrich, editor of Reboot Illinois. The Pulitzer-prize 
winning website PolitiFact partnered with Reboot Illinois to create PolitiFact 
Illinois this summer. 

10/10/2016 11:00 
 

2254 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with Rev. Jesse Jackson, State Representative Carol Ammons, and 
University of Illinois student Manny Campbell about issues that black voters 
think are important to them and how presidential candidates are 
approaching these matters. 

10/11/2016 25:00 
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2255 Community Interview Yom Kippur, one of the most important Jewish holidays, starts on Tuesday 
evening. Rabbi Alan Cook of the Sinai Temple in Champaign joined us to talk 
about the this holy day. 

10/11/2016 09:00 
 

2256 Politics/Elections Interview Illinois State University ecology professor Steven Juliano gave us an update 
on Zika outbreak in the U.S. and research on mosquitoes that the school is 
conducting to combat the virus. 

10/11/2016 15:30 
 

2350 Community Spot 
News 

A Champaign-based panel of city employees, citizens, and law enforcement 
met for the first of two meetings to gather public input on the concept of 
forming a citizens police review board. 

10/11/2016 1:00 
 

2226 Government Spot 
News 

Champaign County Board Chair Pattsi Petrie has written the governor asking 
him to expedite processing of Medicaid bills, warning that without action, the 
Champaign County Nursing Home could close in 2017. 

10/12/2016 :45 
 

2257 Politics/Elections Interview We talked about challenges that people with disabilities face when voting 
and how early voting could help. We were be joined by Champaign resident 
Mary Nelson who has a health condition that requires her to walk with a 
cane, and Ann Ford who is the Executive Director of the Illinois Network of 
Centers for Independent Living. 

10/12/2016 20:00 
 

2258 Community Interview We talked about conversations around shootings and the attention that 
these crimes get in the community with University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign African American Studies professor Sundiata Cha-Jua and Black 
Lives Matter activist Liv Winston. 

10/12/2016 20:00 
 

2259 Sports Interview USA Today's Aamer Madhani talked to us about Chicago Cubs game against 
San Francisco Giants. 

10/12/2016 8:30 
 

2485 Politics/Elections Interview An interview with Mark Wicklund, Democratic candidate for Illinois' 13th 
congressional district. 

10/12/2016 7:30 
 

2260 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with Latino voters about issues that are important to them. 10/13/2016 33:00 
 

2261 Community Interview We discussed NPR's Hidden Brain podcast with host Shankar Vedantam. 10/13/2016 15:30 
 

2486 Politics/Elections Interview An interview with Rodney Davis, Republican incumbent candidate for Illinois' 
13th congressional district. 

10/13/2016 7:30 
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2227 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Urbana Alderman Aaron Ammons says he will not run for mayor. 10/14/2016 :40 
 

2262 Politics/Elections Interview We talked about issues that important to Asian American voters with Jeff 
Yang, the organizer behind #IAmAsianAmerican, as well as Shobhana Johri 
Verma, the director of South Asian Outreach, and University of California-
Riverside professor and demographer Karthick Ramakrishnan. 

10/14/2016 33:00 
 

2263 Arts and Culture Interview Florida-based artists Black Violin performed a few songs for us and discussed 
how they're working to change stereotypes in both music and society. 

10/14/2016 15:00 
 

2228 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Democratic 110th Dis. Illinois House candidate Dennis Malak says he supports 
the legalization of recreational marijuana. 

10/17/2016 1:00 
 

2229 Sports Spot 
News 

The Millikin football team and SIU basketball team have taken different 
approaches to the controversy over some players kneeling during the 
national anthem. 

10/17/2016 :45 
 

2264 Politics/Elections Interview State Treasurer Mike Frerichs talked to us on Monday about the money 
Illinois is losing because of the state budget crisis. 

10/17/2016 09:00 
 

2265 Sports Interview The Cubs fell 1-0 to the Los Angeles Dodgers on Sunday, and but they’re still 
just 3 wins away from their first trip to the World Series since 1945. We were 
joined Cheryl Raye Stout, who covers the team with WBEZ in Chicago to keep 
up with the Cubs playoff run. 

10/17/2016 11:00 
 

2266 Politics/Elections Interview Every Monday leading up to the election, we’re helping you get your facts 
straight - by checking in PolitFact Illinois. The Pulitzer-prize winning website 
PolitiFact partnered with Reboot Illinois for PolitiFact Illinois. Matt Dietrich, 
ReBoot’s Editor, joined us. 

10/17/2016 15:15 
 

2267 Politics/Elections Interview Illinois’s Senior Senator Dick Durbin joined us in studio to talk about the Fair 
Drug Pricing Act and more. 

10/17/2016 13:00 
 

2230 Politics/Elections Interview Democratic 110th Dis. Illinois House candidate Dennis Malak talks about the 
state budget and other issues he faces as a candidate in the Nov. 8th 
election. 

10/18/2016 7:30 
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2268 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with David Yepsen, the director at the Paul Simon Public Policy 
Institute, about a new study that shows 47 percent of Illinois voters are 
thinking about moving out of the state. 

10/18/2016 25:00 
 

2269 Government Interview We discussed a recent Associated Press article that shows Illinois is the worst 
state at reclaiming jobless benefits, leaving about $452 million unclaimed. 
We were joined by Associated Press reporter John O'Connor, who wrote the 
story. 

10/18/2016 08:00 
 

2270 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Highland Park natives and brothers David and Adam Rudman 
about their PBS Kids cartoon, "Nature Cat." 

10/18/2016 15:30 
 

2351 Environment Spot 
News 

Residents of Champaign's 5th and Hill neighborhood have turned to the 
federal EPA to inspect their homes for toxic vapors. Their demand comes 
after saying the Illinois EPA can't require Ameren, which operated the former 
gas plant in the area, to deal with it. 

10/18/2016 1:00 
 

2231 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Reublican State Rep. Reggie Phillips says he opposes the legalization of 
recreational marijuana. 

10/19/2016 1:00 
 

2271 Politics/Elections Interview We were joined by Lisa Creason, a nursing assistant in Decatur who 
advocated to change an Illinois law in order to obtain her registered nurse 
license 20 years after being convicted for trying to steal cash from the 
register of a fast food restaurant. We also spoke with Beth Johnson, Director 
of Legal Programs at Cabrini Green Legal Aid. 
Plus, we expanded our conversation with Katie Blakeman, Champaign County 
Circuit Clerk and Korynna Lopez from the Illinois Justice Project. 

10/19/2016 33:00 
 

2272 Community Interview Two Chicago moms are leading a movement on social media to help Syrian 
children in Aleppo through encouraging People and moms specifically to 
speak up We heard from Becky Carroll, one of the two moms behind 
#standwithaleppo. 

10/19/2016 15:30 
 

2487 Politics/Elections Interview A conversation with U of I computer science professor Sheldon Jacobson, 
about his Election Analytics program on campus. 

10/19/2016 7:00 
 

2232 Politics/Elections Interview Republican State Rep. Reggie Phillips talks about the state budget and other 
issues as he runs for a 2nd term in the 110th IL House District. 

10/20/2016 7:30 
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2233 Community Spot 
News 

About 2300 homes were without electricity in the Champaign area Thursday 
morning. 

10/20/2016 :30 
sec 

 

2273 Science and 
Technology 

Interview Neuroscientist and bestselling author Daniel Levitin will join us to talk about 
his new book, "A Field Guide To Lies: Critical Thinking in the Information 
Age," and share tips for how to distinguish between truth and lies on the 
internet. 

10/20/2016 33:00 
 

2274 Arts and Culture Interview Photographer Larry Kanfer’s love of the Midwest landscapes shines through 
in the images of his latest book, A Prairie State of Mind. He joined us to talk 
about his approach to photography. 

10/20/2016 15:30 
 

2234 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

Sales of existing homes in Illinois were down a little last month compared to a 
year ago, while the median price of a home continued to go up. 

10/21/2016 :30 
sec 

 

2275 Politics/Elections Interview Juan Gonzalez has been reporting on issues of migration in American politics 
for most his career. Earlier this year, he retired after 29 years of working as a 
columnist for the New York Daily News. He also occasionally co-hosts 
"Democracy Now." 
He joined us to talk about how well the media is covering this issue in the 
2016 election. 

10/21/2016 33:00 
 

2276 Arts and Culture Interview Chicago hip-hop artist Bardo joined us to talk about how growing up all over 
the world influenced his new album Gringo. 

10/21/2016 15:30 
 

2488 Environment Interview An interview with George Hawkins, head of DC Water, and keynote speaker 
at Prarie Rivers Network annual banquet. 

10/21/2016 7:15 
 

2277 Sports Interview The Chicago Cubs are going to the World Series for the first time since 1945. 
We talked with WBEZ sports contributor Cheryl Raye Stout, about how the 
Cubs fans celebrated Saturday night in Chicago. 

10/24/2016 10:30 
 

2278 Community Interview Fighting racism is one issue that most nations around the world can agree on. 
We spoke with Rokhaya Diallo, French writer, journalist, film director and 
activist about racism in France and the U.S. 

10/24/2016 16:00 
 

2279 Politics/Elections Interview We checked in with Chicago Tribune reporter Rick Pearson to learn about 
Governor Rauner's political contributions aimed at cutting Speaker Michael 
Madigan's power. 

10/24/2016 07:00 
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2280 Politics/Elections Interview Every Monday we check in with Politifact Illinois. We were joined by Matt 
Dietrich, ReBoot’s Editor. 

10/24/2016 15:29 
 

2352 Environment Spot 
News 

An on-scene coordinator with the US EPA says about 30 people attended a 
public meeting, asking that their homes in the Champaign 5th and Hill 
neighborhood get tested for toxic vapors. He says the agency first has to 
sample groundwater in the neighborhood. 

10/24/2016 1:00 
 

2281 Sports Interview Longtime Cubs fan and season ticket holder Jan Bollig discusses the Chicago 
Cubs' 2016 World Series run. 

10/25/2016 4:15 
 

2282 Sports Interview We talked with Chicago radio personality David Kaplan, who hosts the 
Chicago Cubs pre-game and post-game shows on Comcast Sports Net. 

10/25/2016 12:00 
 

2283 Sports Interview Longtime Cub fan Jim Anixter, best known as "Pink Hat Guy," also joined us to 
talk about what it means to see the Cubs in the World Series for the first time 
since 1945. We also heard from more Cub fans. 

10/25/2016 17:00 
 

2284 Sports Interview Author and former Cubs reporter George Castle joined us to talk about the 
improbable journey the Chicago Cubs franchise has taken to get back to the 
World Series. 

10/25/2016 15:30 
 

2353 Politics/Elections Interview Republican and Urbana Alderman Mike Madigan says he's running for the 
52nd District Senate seat to promote many of Gov. Bruce Rauner's economic 
reforms. 

10/25/2016 7:00 
 

2354 Health and Health 
Care 

Spot 
News 

Nu Med opened its Urbana-based medical marijuana dispensary in Urbana. 
Consultant Ben Rediger says he hopes to see an educational component to 
this program when the new Carle Illinois College of Medicine opens at the U 
of I. 

10/25/2016 1:20 
 

2285 Community Interview As more American companies shift toward cage-free eggs, animal advocates 
are asking: Is "cage-free" farming any better for chickens than traditional 
battery cages? We talked with the Illinois Poultry Industry Council, a free-
range farmer & a representative with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
learn more. 

10/26/2016 25:00 
 

2286 Government Interview Chicago dad Matt Boresi joined us to talk about the plight of dads in 
bathrooms and to discuss a new law - the BABIES Act - that takes a small step 

10/26/2016 16:00 
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toward potty parity. Matt is co-creator of a podcast all about Fatherhood, 
called “The Paternity Test.” 

2287 Community Interview How do you explain death to a 4 year old? 
That’s a question that Chicago mom Stephanie Kuenn was faced with when 
her grandmother passed away and her daughter wanted to know what 
happened. Stephanie is a freelance writer who joined us to talk about her 
experience. 

10/26/2016 07:45 
 

2288 Politics/Elections Interview We talked about how women have been perceived and discussed this 
election year, with Rebecca Sive, author of 'Every Day Is Election Day: A 
Woman's Guide to Winning Any Office.' 

10/27/2016 16:00 
 

2289 Arts and Culture Interview Americans plan to spend more than $8 billion dollars on Halloween this year. 
Plus, we’re at an all-time high this year for how much we spend on costumes 
- $31 on pop. We spoke with Ana Smith, director of media relations with the 
National Retail Federation -- they’ve done studies on Halloween costume 
buying for more than a decade. 

10/27/2016 17:00 
 

2290 Community Interview We spoke with the CEO of the Chicago Urban League, Shari Runner, about 
how the organization is looking to improve unemployment rates, increase 
high school graduation rates and home ownership rates over the next 10 
years. 

10/27/2016 15:30 
 

2355 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Candidates for the 52nd District Senate seat say they're offering to help make 
sure that two Exelon nuclear plants, including the one in Clinton, remain 
open. But both Scott Bennett and opponent Mike Madigan are seeking 
changes in current legislation. 

10/27/2016 1:20 
 

2291 Politics/Elections Interview At Thursday's debate between incumbent Republican Senator Mark Kirk and 
Democratic Representative Tammy Duckworth, Kirk made a racially charged 
statement about Duckworth’s family. We talked about it with WICS News 
Channel 20 political reporter Jordan Abudayyeh. 

10/28/2016 07:00 
 

2292 Business/Economy Interview We talked about businesses that are cashing in on the Cubs with Danny Ecker 
who covers the business of Chicago sports for Crain’s Chicago Business. 

10/28/2016 09:15 
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2293 Arts and Culture Interview We were joined by authors Colin Dickey and Troy Taylor, who have both 
written about haunted places in Illinois and other states around the country. 

10/28/2016 17:00 
 

2294 Arts and Culture Interview Chicago artist Justin Roberts didn't always intend to be a children's musician. 
We talked with the Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter about how he 
started out making family-oriented music that both children and adults can 
find meaning in. 

10/28/2016 15:30 
 

2356 Sports Spot 
News 

Football Hall of Famer Dick Butkus returned to the University of Illinois 
campus to become inaugaral member of the U of I Athletics Hall of Fame. 

10/28/2016 1:00 
 

2357 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Candidates for Champaign County Recorder of Deeds discussed whether this 
office should be merged with that of county clerk, an idea that would be a 
referendum before voters. 

10/29/2016 2:00 
 

2295 Politics/Elections Interview How are our youngest citizens viewing this election? We heard the 
perspective of some fourth and fifth graders from South Side Elementary in 
Champaign and spoke with two teachers from that school - Tiffany Davis, 
who teaches fifth grade, and Alexis McCann, who teaches fourth grade. 

10/31/2016 16:00 
 

2296 Politics/Elections Interview Every Monday we talk politics on The 21st. And in these final weeks leading 
up to the election, we’ve been using this time to help you get your facts 
straight - by checking in with PolitiFact - the Pulitzer-prize winning website 
that has partnered with Reboot Illinois to create “Politifact Illinois.” 

10/31/2016 10:30 
 

2297 Sports Interview The Cubs won their first World Series game at Wrigley Field since 1945 last 
night. The series will end in Cleveland.  
We spoke with Aamer Madhani, USA Today’s Chicago correspondent, and 
David Schaper, who is NPR’s Midwest Correspondent - and was at Wrigley 
last night. 

10/31/2016 22:00 
 

2298 Arts and Culture Interview Al Capone is one of America’s most legendary gangsters - for his ties to 
numerous crimes and his multi-million-dollar bootlegging, prostitution and 
gambling operations in Chicago in the 1920s. 
 
We talked with biographer Deirdre Bair about her new book “Al Capone: His 
Life, Legacy, and Legend.” 

11/1/2016 33:00 
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2299 Business/Economy Interview Last week, Cook County Board voted to increase the minimum to $13 an hour 
by July 2020, but not everybody in the county’s suburban areas are on board 
with the proposed increase. We spoke about it with Daily Herald's reporter 
Eric Peterson and Mike Fourcher, the founder of The Daily Line. 

11/1/2016 156:30 
 

2422 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

Archer Daniels Midland Company reports third quarter earnings of 58-cents 
per share, or 59-cents per share on an adjusted basis ---- surpassing Wall 
Street expectations. 

11/1/2016 :30 
sec 

 

2423 Education Spot 
News 

Associate Dean Martin Camargo takes over as the new interim dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the University of Illinois Urbana 
campus. 

11/1/2016 :45 
sec 

 

2489 Government Interview A conversation with News-Gazette reporter Tom Kacich, about several 
Champaign County proposals on the November ballot. 

11/1/2016 7:00 
 

2300 Sports Interview We’ve been following the Cubs' playoff run all month and last night they beat 
Cleveland to force a winner-take-all Game 7 in the World Series. If the Cubs 
can win tonight, they’ll end a 108-year World Series championship drought -- 
that’s the longest in baseball history. We checked in with WBEZ sports 
contributor Cheryl Raye Stout. 

11/2/2016 8:30 
 

2301 Politics/Elections Interview At least 60 percent of state races in Illinois are uncontested, meaning that 
voters don’t really have a chance on who to vote for. We talked with Institute 
of Government & Public Affairs director Chris Mooney and Lee Enterprises' 
Springfield bureau chief Dan Petrella about why that's the case. 

11/2/2016 15:30 
 

2302 Politics/Elections Interview Last week, a coalition of Illinois officials and groups joined the 
3DayMovement, hoping to change the state's bail system, among other 
pretrial justice laws and court rules. 
We spoke with Rep. Carol Ammons, one of the elected officials promoting 
bail reform in Illinois, as well as WTTW’s political reporter Paris Schutz. 

11/2/2016 25:00 
 

2358 Community Spot 
News 

Opponents of Champaign County's 1/4 cent sales tax proposal contend 
County Board members put little thought into the proposal on November 
ballots, with no funding plans for a proposed mental health wing of the 
county's satellite jail. 

11/2/2016 1:20 
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2490 Arts and Culture Interview Conversation and performance with the Hobnob String Band, a performer at 
the annual C-U Folk & Roots Festival. 

11/2/2016 8:00 
 

2303 Sports Interview We talked with reporters and fans about the aftermath of what many are 
calling the “most important game in Chicago sports history.” 

11/3/2016 33:00 
 

2304 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with freelance writer Richard Harris, who wrote a response article 
titled, “Should a Stroke Disqualify a Candidate?” for NextAvenue.org in 
response to The Chicago Tribune's editorial endorsing Rep. Tammy 
Duckworth earlier in October. 

11/3/2016 13:45 
 

2425 Government Spot 
News 

State Rep. Carol Ammons from Urbana says low-income Illinoisans accused of 
non-violent offenses suffer under the burden of excessive bail amounts. 

11/3/2016 1:00 
 

2426 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Voters in the Paxton-Buckley-Loda school district are being asked if they want 
to tear down their oldest school building and replace it with something new. 

11/3/2016 1:00 
 

2305 Politics/Elections Interview The U.S. Senate race in Illinois is one of the most closely watched in the 
country. We talked with Rep. Tammy Duckworth, who is facing incumbent 
Republican Sen. Mark Kirk. 

11/4/2016 9:30 
 

2306 Politics/Elections Interview We talked about what you need to know on Election day with Ami Gandhi, 
the Director of Voting Rights for the Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights. We also heard from Champaign County Clerk Gordy Hulten, and 
McLean County Clerk Kathy Michael. 

11/4/2016 27:00 
 

2307 Arts and Culture Interview On Fridays, we talk to musicians from all across Illinois. This weekend, the C-
U Folk and Roots Festival is happening in Champaign-Urbana. We talked with 
Juan Lucero, the founder and father of Cielito Lindo Family that mixes 
mariachi and folk music. 

11/4/2016 13:30 
 

2359 Education Spot 
News 

Administrators at Parkland College are recommending the layoffs of some 
non-tenured faculty at the end of the academic year. It was confirmed in a 
mass e-mail from President Tom Ramage, who says more cuts or new 
revenue are also needed. 

11/4/2016 1:00 
 

2427 Sports Spot 
News 

The Illini men’s basketball team plays its second and final pre-season 
exhibition game tonight against Lewis University of Romeoville. 

11/4/2016 1:00 
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2428 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Voters in Rantoul will vote on a referendum to dissolve their park district. 11/4/2016 1:00 
 

2429 Education Spot 
News 

Administrators at Parkland College in Champaign are recommending the 
layoffs of a number of non-tenured faculty at the end of the school year. 

11/4/2016 1:00 
 

2308 Politics/Elections Interview Do you think there are more lies this election year, whether it’s in the 
presidential campaign or other races? Do you think it affects the process? 
And if you are worried about lies - are there any specific claims we can fact 
check for you ahead of this election? 
On Monday, we talked with political fact-checkers Michelle Lee from the 
Washington Post. 

11/7/2016 18:30 
 

2309 Politics/Elections Interview We spoke about Illinois' biggest political races with Illinois Public Radio 
political reporter Amanda Vinicky and Reboot Illinois editor Matt Dietrich. 

11/7/2016 14:30 
 

2310 Politics/Elections Interview We followed up our conversation on Friday about voters rights in Illinois. 11/7/2016 15:30 
 

2431 Transportation Spot 
News 

Monday marks the first day for the Eagle Express --- a new commuter bus 
route serving Rantoul. 

11/7/2016 1:00 
 

2311 Politics/Elections Interview We checked in with Cook County Clerk David Orr, Champaign County Clerk 
Gordy Hulten, and Ami Gandhi, the director of Chicago Lawyers' Committee 
for Civil Rights. We also spoke to poll observer Beau Tremitiere, who was 
volunteering in polling sites in Englewood, in Chicago. 

11/8/2016 25:30 
 

2312 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with historian Abraham Ian Hunt from the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library about the history of how the elephant became a symbol 
for the Republican Party. It turned out that the story has its origins in 
Springfield, Ill. and the election of Abraham Lincoln. 

11/8/2016 7:30 
 

2313 Arts and Culture Interview The movie “Doctor Strange” just came out last weekend, and Imani Porter, 
sophomore at Neuqua Valley High School in Naperville, won a trip to the 
premiere in California for being a finalist in the "Dr. Strange: The Magic of 
STEM Challenge." We'll talk with Imani and her mentor Jarrad T. Hampton-
Marcell, who is a Research Coordinator at the Argonne National Laboratory. 

11/8/2016 15:30 
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2432 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Voting rights attorney Ami Gnadhi says charges by an Indian-American voter 
that she felt discriminated against by a Champaign County voting judge 
deserve to be taken seriously. 

11/8/2016 1:30 
 

2433 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

The November 8th election ballot includes bond and tax referendums to 
benefit public schools in Champaign, Paxton-Buckley-Loda, Maroa-Forsyth 
and Charleston County, while Champaign County voters will consider a 
facilities property tax, and two rival governance questions. 

11/8/2016 1:00 
 

2314 Politics/Elections Interview We were joined by Illinois political analyst David Yepsen and IPR Statehouse 
Bureau Chief Amanda Vinicky to discuss what the election results mean for 
the nation, the state, and the state budget stalemate. 

11/9/2016 51:00 
 

2361 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Republican Congressman Rodney Davis of Taylorville has easily won re-
election to a third term. Despite withdrawing his support for President-elect 
Donald Trump over a controverial 2005 video, Davis says he's now looking 
forard to working with him. 

11/9/2016 1:00 
 

2362 Community Spot 
News 

Champaign County's 1/4 cent sales tax proposal for jails and other facilities 
has failed. Opponent Kristina Khan says her message resonated with different 
community groups. County Board Chair Pattsi Petrie argued the tax plan was 
about more than jail expansion. 

11/9/2016 1:10 
 

2434 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Re-elected St. Rep. Reggie Phillips of Charleston hopes that with GOP gains in 
the General Assembly, some Democrats will be ready to work with 
Republicans to pass legislation. 

11/9/2016 1:00 
 

2435 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

St. Sen. Scott Bennett and St. Rep Reggie Phillips both won their election 
contests on Tuesday. 

11/9/2016 :50 
sec 

 

2436 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Champaign County voters approved creating the office of elected county 
executive; preserved Democrats' slim majority on the county board; elected 
former county clerk Mark Shelden as county recorder; rejected a proposed 
quarter cent sales tax for county facilities. 

11/9/2016 1:00 
 

2315 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with Rob Kennedy, the head of C-SPAN about the role of media in 
our democracy. 

11/10/2016 23:00 
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2316 Politics/Elections Interview We talked with University of Illinois professor Julie Dowling, who says her 
students have been harassed on campus by Trump supporters. We also heard 
a response from University police. 

11/10/2016 10:30 
 

2317 Politics/Elections Interview We talked about what Illinois' Statehouse election results mean for people in 
Illinois and the state's budget. We were joined by Matt Dietrich, the editor of 
Reboot Illinois and Illinois Public Radio's Statehouse Bureau Chief Amanda 
Vinicky. 

11/10/2016 14:33 
 

2360 Health and Health 
Care 

Feature Signup has started for the nation's health care law in 2017, but many in 
Central Illinois, including those enrolling through Champaign County Health 
Care Consumers, are not seeing the expected increase in rates as many are 
with insurance carriers. 

11/10/2016 4:16 
 

2491 Arts and Culture Interview Conversation and performance with musicians and directors from the U of I 
Lyric Theatre production of "Poppea." 

11/10/2016 8:00 
 

2318 Arts and Culture Interview Negroland is an intimate, bracing look at growing up among Chicago’s black 
elite in the 1950s and 1960s. It’s a portrait of what author Margo Jefferson 
calls the “third race” between white and other black Americans. The memoir 
- by the Pulitzer-prize winning cultural critic - is now out in paperback. We 
talked to author Margo Jefferson. 

11/11/2016 33:00 
 

2319 Politics/Elections Interview Educator, writer and anti-war activist Bill Ayers joined us to talk about his 
new book “Demand the Impossible” - and what we need to do as country 
right now. 

11/11/2016 15:30 
 

2363 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

A number of University of Illinois campus groups gathered to protest the 
election of Donald Trump as president. The groups included Students Against 
Sexual Assault, the Mexican Students Association, and Black Students for 
Revolution. 

11/11/2016 1:00 
 

2439 Community Spot 
News 

A shooting Thursday in Urbana killed 22 year old Zachery Gray of Urbana. 11/11/2016 :30 
sec 

 

2320 Business/Economy Interview As the country and world reacts to the election of Donald Trump as the 45th 
president of the United States, we talked with a panel of experts about how 

11/14/2016 14:00 
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this will affect not just transatlantic relations, but future elections upcoming 
in Europe. 

2440 Government Spot 
News 

Rantoul village officials preparing to take ownership of Rantoul Park District 
properties are trying to decide what to do with Brookhill Golf Course and its 
mounting costs. 

11/14/2016 1:00 
 

2462 Education Spot 
News 

Some concerned parents say they want to ensure a 'welcome and safe 
environment' at Champaign Unit 4 schools with Donald Trump as the 
President-elect. 

11/14/2016 1:00 
 

2463 Government Spot 
News 

State Senator Scott Bennett of Champaign says he's holding out hope for a 
budget compromise that's a mix of spending cuts and revenue. The Democrat 
says this will be easier in January, before legislative rules require a 
supermajority. 

11/14/2016 1:20 
 

2321 Politics/Elections Interview We talked about DACA recipients' concerns with Jaime Nolasco and Alberto 
Lara Valdivieso, who both are University of Illinois students, who were 
brought to the U.S. as kids, and Tanya Cabrera, the head of the Illinois Dream 
Fund. 

11/15/2016 16:00 
 

2322 Community Interview We talked about building trust with the community with Michael Schlosser, 
who is a retired police officer - director of the university of Illinois police 
training institute. 

11/15/2016 17:00 
 

2323 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Elissa Altman, a James Beard-award winner for her blog, Poor 
Man’s Feast. We discussed her new memoir, about growing up in a Jewish 
enclave of Queens in the 1970s. 

11/15/2016 15:30 
 

2324 Arts and Culture Interview Geologist Bruce Fouke and wildlife photographer Tom Murphy joined us to 
talk about their new book, "The Art of Yellowstone Science: Mammoth Hot 
Springs as a Window on the Universe." 
We talked to them about their experiences and how art and science blend 
together in their book. 

11/16/2016 27:00 
 

2325 Politics/Elections Interview The state of Illinois hasn’t had a steady budget in place for about a year and a 
half. In the meantime, the state’s debt has gotten worse and everything from 
public educations to social services are struggling to keep to stay afloat. 

11/16/2016 21:00 
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2441 Education Spot 
News 

Parkland College trustees are expected to approve the layoffs of eight non-
tenured faculty at their meeting Wednesday night on the community college 
campus in Champaign. 

11/16/2016 :45 
sec 

 

2464 Government Spot 
News 

A number of groups on the University of Illinois' Urbana campus are seeking 
sanctuary status for the school, citing the concerns of undocumented 
immigrants. An online petition had received about 2,000 signatures by 
Wednesday afternoon. 

11/16/2016 1:30 
 

2326 Community Interview We spoke with residents in Washington and Gifford, Illinois, where a tornado 
heavily damaged the area in 2013. 

11/17/2016 27 
 

2327 Environment Interview What do we know about the link between climate change and severe 
weather events like tornadoes? What else may be driving the rise in tornado 
incidents in Illinois over the past several decades? We got answers to these 
questions from Jim Angel, Illinois State Climatologist, whose office is part of 
the Prairie Research Institute at the University of Illinois. 

11/17/2016 7 
 

2328 Politics/Elections Interview We spoke with Senator Dick Durbin about his efforts to push for reform of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) during the post-election 
session in Congress. 

11/17/2016 8 
 

2465 Government Spot 
News 

University of Illinois President Tim Killeen says the impasse between 
Governor Bruce Rauner and AFSCME unin could mean a hike in employee 
healthcare costs. Union spokeperson Anders Lindall says the governor wants 
all state workers and retirees to pay double what they currently pay. 

11/17/2016 1:00 
 

2492 Government Interview An interview with Will County Executive Larry Walsh about the county 
executive form of government, and how Champaign County can go about 
implementing it. 

11/17/2016 4:00 
 

2329 Community Interview We talked about the challenges of traveling with kids with Matt Boresi and 
Todd Jay, who are two of the hosts of the comedy podcast “The Paternity 
Test.” 

11/18/2016 22:30 
 

2330 Environment Interview What kind of impact does climate change have on waterfowl migration to 
southern Illinois? We heard from Frank Szollosi, manager of Great Lakes 
regional campaigns at the National Wildlife Federation and Dale Beetley, co-

11/18/2016 10:30 
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owner and president of Gander Hill hunting club in Coulterville Southern 
Illinois. 

2331 Arts and Culture Interview Chicago band Ratboys are playing this Monday night at the Hungry Brain bar 
in Chicago. We talked with Julia Steiner, who sings and plays guitar in the 
band about how they blend personal life stories into their music. 

11/18/2016 15:30 
 

2364 Environment Interview What kind of impact does climate change have on waterfowl migration to 
southern Illinois? We heard from Frank Szollosi, manager of Great Lakes 
regional campaigns at the National Wildlife Federation and Dale Beetley, co-
owner and president of Gander Hill hunting club in Coulterville Southern 
Illinois. 

11/18/2016 10:30 
 

2442 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

The Rantoul Park Board met for the final time Thursday night, following voter 
approval of a referendum to dissolve the park district. 

11/18/2016 1:00 
 

2332 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview While antibiotics can be life-saving, problems can arise when they are 
misused. We talked with Dr. Nirav Shah, Director of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, and Jack Gilbert, professor of ecology and evolution at the 
University of Chicago. 

11/21/2016 33:00 
 

2333 Politics/Elections Interview Governor Rauner joined a delegation of Illinois politicians in Rome 
celebrating the elevation of Cardinal Cupich. And back in Springfield last 
week, lawmakers overturned two of his vetoes. Plus, we’re just 41 days from 
being without a state budget - again. We talked with Illinois Public Radio's 
Amanda Vinicky and WUIS’s Brian Mackey. 

11/21/2016 15:30 
 

2443 Arts and Culture Spot 
News 

A court has ordered that the remains of Archibshop Fulton J Sheen be moved 
to the Diocese of Peoria, which is spearheading a movement to have him 
canoized. 

11/21/2016 1:00 
 

2466 Community Spot 
News 

In time for Thanksgiving, The Eastern Illinois Foodbank is providing a 'Pop Up 
Pantry' to those tied to the Illiana Health Care System in Danville. A grant 
from the Yahoo Employee Foundation is paying for the food. 

11/21/2016 1:00 
 

2334 Community Interview We talked with social worker and University of Illinois lecturer Joe Minarik 
about how to handle conversations about race and social issues during the 
holidays following the election. 

11/22/2016 33:00 
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2335 Agriculture Interview A group of researchers at the University of Illinois have found a way to make 
soybeans more productive by reducing the number of leaves on each plant. 
We talked with professor Praveen Kumar and postdoctoral research assistant 
Venkatraman Srinivasan about their new research. 

11/22/2016 8:45 
 

2336 Agriculture Interview We talked with Sarah Frey of Frey Farms in Southern Illinois, who just 
celebrated her 20th anniversary supplying pumpkins to Walmart. 

11/22/2016 6:48 
 

2337 Community Interview Armando Sandoval from the Champaign restaurant Maize joined us to share 
ethnic Thanksgiving food ideas. Plus, we talked with Chicago food critic 
Louisa Chu about her favorite ethnic Thanksgiving dishes and her favorite 
Thanksgiving tips. 

11/23/2016 30:00 
 

2338 Community Interview Muslims’ concerns after the election of Donald Trump echoed in local 
communities throughout Illinois, where faith groups and individuals wanted 
to express their support to their Muslim neighbors. 
 
We talk about local support with Imam Ousmane Sawadogo of the Central 
Illinois Mosque and Islamic Center in Urbana. We also discussed important 
issues for Muslims under a Trump's presidency with Ali Nizamuddin, 
president of the Islamic Society of Greater Springfield and Associate 
Professor of Political Science at the University of Illinois Springfield. 

11/23/2016 19:00 
 

2444 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Rev. Evelyn Underwood is the third Democrat to announce she's running for 
Mayor of Urbana. 

11/23/2016 1:00 
 

2339 Community Interview We were joined by Ngozi Okorafor, who received a grant from Gift of 
Adoption a few years ago, to help with the adoption of her son. 
We also spoke with Pam Devereux, CEO of Gift of Adoption and Jane Turner, 
Executive Director of the Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource 
Center, and U.S. Representative Rodney Davis joined us to talk about his new 
proposed legislation that would help adoptive families with tax benefits. 

11/28/2016 28:00 
 

2340 Politics/Elections Interview U.S. Representative Rodney Davis joined us to talk about his new proposed 
legislation that would help adoptive families with tax benefits. 

11/28/2016 05:00 
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2341 Science and 
Technology 

Interview While Facebook and Google have struggled to come up with an adequate fix 
for its fake news problem, a group of college students came up with a 
solution in just a day and a half. 

11/28/2016 15:30 
 

2467 Government Spot 
News 

State Rep. Adam Brown is entering his last few days in office after not seeking 
re-election in 2016. The Champaign Republican says it's a 'shame' that the 
budget hasn't been the focus since lawmaker return to Springfield in mid-
November. 

11/28/2016 1:10 
 

2342 Community Interview Yesterday’s incident at Ohio State University is prompting discussion about 
how students should defend themselves in dangerous situations. Some were 
left wondering where the emergency warning, "Run, Hide, Fight," came from 
- and how it's taught to students in schools. 
We discussed the history of the tactic with University of Illinois Police 
Lieutenant Todd Short. 
Photo: Mathieu Thouvenin/flickr 

11/29/2016 9:30 
 

2343 Business/Economy Interview Christine Schmucker, corporate trainer at Kelly Services and board member 
of the Central Illinois Human Resources group, joined us to discuss how 
Illinois companies are grappling with overtime pay following a federal 
injunction last week against President Obama’s new rules. 

11/29/2016 10:50 
 

2344 Community Interview Bob Carr, founder of the Give Something Back Foundation, joined us to talk 
about his donation to the University of Illinois on Giving Tuesday that will 
help hundreds of college students graduate debt free. 

11/29/2016 12:30 
 

2345 Community Interview We learned about a new app that aims to help students report sexual assault 
on campus. We talked with Bradley University's Center for Student Support 
Services executive director Anne Hollis and Colleen Daly, director of media 
and strategic communications with the End Rape on Campus organization. 

11/29/2016 15:31 
 

2346 Community Interview On Monday, North Dakota’s governor ordered a mandatory evacuation of the 
10,000 people who have been protesting over the Dakota Access Pipeline, 
that would end in Southern Illinois. 
Today, we talk to Danville resident Dean Dempsey, who recently spent 

11/30/2016 23:30 
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several days with activists in Standing Rock. We also caught up with 
Minnesota Public Radio reporter Doualy Xaykaothao. 

2445 Politics/Elections Feature One of the goals of Governor Bruce Rauner’s Turnaround Agenda is to reduce 
the number of local units of government --- which Illinois has more of than 
any other state. Voters in the Champaign County town of Rantoul approved 
the dissolution of one of those local governments in the recent election. Or 
so they thought. 

11/30/2016 5:00 
 

2366 Politics/Elections Interview We talked about the legislative leaders meeting, the latest Exelon deal, the 
automatic voter registration veto that was not overturned and more, with 
WUIS Reporter Brian Mackey and Illinois Public Radio's Statehouse Bureau 
Chief Amanda Vinicky. 

12/1/2016 16:00 
 

2367 Education Interview A new report finds that low-income students in Illinois remain well behind 
their wealthier peers academically in K-12 schooling - and are less likely to 
complete a post-secondary degree. The report was published on November 
30 by Advance Illinois, an education advocacy group. 
We spoke with Martin Torres, associate director of the Latino Policy Forum, 
an organization in Chicago that facilitates the involvement of Latinos at all 
levels of public decision-making. 

12/1/2016 7:30 
 

2368 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview December 1, is World AIDS Day. More than 1.2 million in the U.S. are living 
with HIV. In Illinois, there were 18,426 living with HIV and 19,362 people 
living with AIDS, as of July 2016. 
As we remember those who lost their lives to AIDS, we talk about the 
progress that has been made in treating HIV and offering patients longer and 
healthier lives. It’s no longer an “automatic death sentence” to be diagnosed 
with AIDS. But medical professionals want to remind people that they still 
need to protect themselves, even with the advanced treatments that are 
available today. 
Dr. Amir Khan, Infectious Disease physician at Carle Foundation in Urbana, 
joined us to talk more about it. 

12/1/2016 11:00 
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2369 Arts and Culture Interview We spoke with New York Times bestselling author Elizabeth Berg about her 
book "Make Someone Happy: Favorite Postings." She will be at the 
Champaign Public Library on Sunday, December 4. 

12/1/2016 15:30 
 

2401 Politics/Elections Interview We talked about the electoral college, which will officially elect the next 
President of the United States on Monday. We spoke with Vikram Amar, the 
dean of the University of Illinois' College of Law, on why he's calling for 
electors to vote as they pledged, not based on their own personal 
preference. 

12/1/2016 16:29 
 

2468 Government Spot 
News 

State Senator Chapin Rose of Mahomet says the current legislation that could 
save two struggling Exelon nuclear plants is very different from the original 
measure. The Republican says removing a portion that required consumers to 
pay for so-called electric 'demand charges' was a big step. 

12/1/2016 1:00 
 

2469 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Republican Rex Bradfield is making a third bid for Urbana mayor. He says the 
city should be doing more to lure business and bring people downtown 
rather than projects that he cites as a waste of money, like the Boneyard 
Creek redevelopment. 

12/1/2016 1:00 
 

2370 Science and 
Technology 

Interview You may have heard or seen the ads for brain-training games. Maybe you’ve 
even tried them out yourself. These are games that you can play online or on 
your phone, and the companies that sell them claim they will improve your 
memory, help you focus better and resist distractions better. Sound too good 
to be true? It just might be. That’s according to a new exhaustive review of 
the literature performed by a team of researchers, including two psychology 
professors at the University of Illinois, Daniel Simons and Elizabeth Stine-
Morrow. We talked with both of them today. 

12/2/2016 16:00 
 

2371 Arts and Culture Interview Chicago artist Justin Roberts didn't always intend to be a children's musician. 
We talked with the Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter about how he 
started out making family-oriented music that both children and adults can 
find meaning in. 

12/2/2016 15:30 
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2372 Community Interview We spoke with a medical doctor who has taken multiple trips overseas to 
treat Syrian refugees - Dr. Omar Al-Heeti, from Carle Foundation Hospital in 
Urbana. 

12/2/2016 17:00 
 

2446 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

Legislation providing more funding for Exelon's nuclear plants is headed to 
Governor Bruce Rauner’s desk. St. Rep. Bill Mitchell & St. Sen. Chapin Rose 
praise the measure. 

12/2/2016 1:00 
 

2470 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Democratic State Rep. Carol Ammons hopes to see another attempt at 
passage of an automatic voter registration bill. The House fell just short in its 
prior vote to override Governor Bruce Rauner's veto. Ammons says change is 
needed after 'destructive' voter suppression during the presidential election. 

12/2/2016 1:10 
 

2373 Community Interview WBEZ Chicago's South Side reporter and author Natalie Moore joined us to 
talk about her new book "The South Side: A Portrait of Chicago and American 
Segregation." Her book is an exploration of what modern segregation looks 
like in Chicago, one of the most segregated cities in America. 
 
The South SidesegregationChicago 

12/5/2016 33:00 
 

2374 Arts and Culture Interview One year ago, NPR launched the Hidden Brain podcast. We talked with host 
Shankar Vedantam about the most memorable moments from the podcast 
and what he hopes listeners learn from it. 

12/5/2016 15:30 
 

2447 Sports Spot 
News 

A Parkland College trustee says she thinks intercolleagiate sports at the 
school should be abolished. 

12/5/2016 1:00 
 

2471 Environment Spot 
News 

Danville resident Dean Dempsey, a member of the Navajo nation, says he's 
happy to hear the Army Corps of Engineers has put a halt to building the 
Dakota Access Pipeline. Dempsey had previously joined the protest in North 
Dakota. 

12/5/2016 1:10 
 

2375 Business/Economy Interview Illinois has lost nearly 8,000 manufacturing jobs this year. This marks the 
second year in a row the state has lost the most manufacturing jobs in the 
Midwestern region. 
We talked with residents in Casey, Illinois - a small town that lost 

12/6/2016 33 
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manufacturing jobs in 2007 and turned itself into a tourist attraction by 
building "World's Largest" items. 

2376 Government Interview A new video series called “Stranded by The State” looks into the budget 
impasse's impact on education, at-risk youth, child care, programs for seniors 
and other social services. We talked with series executive producer Gordon 
Quinn and director Liz Kaar. 

12/6/2016 15:30 
 

2448 Politics/Elections Spot 
News 

Former Chairman Pius Weibel is once again the county board chairman in 
Champaign County, after Monday's organizational meeting. 

12/6/2016 1:00 
 

2472 Education Spot 
News 

University of Illinois President Timothy Killeen says the school's three 
campuses can't serve as a sanctuary, citing the need to uphold state and 
federal laws. Asian American Studies Professor Naomi Paik, who helped start 
a petition drive, contends her backers use a different definition of sanctuary 
than administrators. 

12/6/2016 1:00 
 

2493 Government Interview A conversation with new Champaign County board chair Pius Wiebel about 
his priorities for the board over the next two years. 

12/6/2016 6:00 
 

2377 Politics/Elections Interview Yesterday, University of Illinois President Tim Killeen announced that the 
university's three campuses will not be declared as sanctuaries, as the 
concept is not well specified and may actually jeopardize the institution. 
President Killeen sent the message to faculty, staff and students in response 
to a petition to make the U of I a sanctuary campus for students who were 
brought to the U.S as kids. 
 
We spoke with assistant professor Naomi Paik of the Department of Asian 
American Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. We also 
talked with Politico reporter Seung Min Kim. 

12/7/2016 22:00 
 

2378 Arts and Culture Interview We spoke with poet Daniel Borzutzky, who won the 2016 National Book 
Award in Poetry for his collection, “The Performance of Becoming Human.” 
It's a book that looks into how "people experience and survive different types 
of state violence as well as social and political violence.” 

12/7/2016 11:30 
 



Coverage of Community Issues 

ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1 

2379 Community Interview Illinois kids and parents are already lining up to see Santa and tell him what 
they want for Christmas. 
 
Santa Claus joined us in the studio and Dr. Jennifer Snyder, a pediatrician at 
Memorial Physician Services-Koke Mill, shared tips with parents who are 
worried that their kids may be scared of Santa. 

12/7/2016 11:45 
 

2380 Community Interview On Sunday, the Army Corps of Engineers announced that they had denied 
construction of a key portion of the oil pipeline - which would pass near the 
Standing Rock Sioux Reservation and under a Missouri River reservoir. 
We heard from Dean Dempsey, a member of the Navajo nation and a 
resident of Danville. He talked with us about what it was like to travel to the 
Sacred Stone Camp in Cannon Ball, North Dakota last month to join the 
people who had gathered there to protest the construction of the Dakota 
Access Pipeline. 

12/7/2016 4:30 
 

2449 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

Gov. Bruce Rauner is scheduled to sign legislation helping Exelon's Clinton 
and Quad-Cities nuclear plants in ceremonies at Clinton and Port Byron. 

12/7/2016 1?00 
 

2450 Business/Economy Feature Exelon says its Clinton plant has been a money-loser for some time. But it’s 
been a big part of the economy in Clinton and DeWitt County ever since 
initial construction began in the 1970s. 

12/7/2016 5:00 
 

2494 Environment Interview An interview with Johnathan Hettinger, reporter for the Midwest Center for 
Investigative Reporting, on ethanol spills in Illinois. 

12/7/2016 4:00 
 

2381 Science and 
Technology 

Interview What do supercomputers have to do with arts and humanities? And how can 
you “teach” computers to better understand - and imitate - subtle human 
movements? 
Those are some of the questions that researchers at the University of Illinois 
are exploring as part of a project known as eDream. The team - along with 
researchers from 19 other universities received a $110 million dollar grant 
from the National Science Foundation earlier this semester to help support 
their work. 
 

12/8/2016 16:00 
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We were joined by Donna Cox. She’s a professor of Art + Design at the 
University of Illinois and the director of both eDream and the Advanced 
Visualization Laboratory at the National Center for Supercomputing 
Applications, or NCSA. 
 
We were joined by Kyungho Lee, a graduate student at the university in the 
Illinois Informatics Institute. 
NCSA-University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

2382 Politics/Elections Interview After saying leaders would meet every day to come up with a solution to the 
Illinois state budget crisis, Governor Rauner cancelled today’s meeting. 
Through a spokesperson, the governor said he would meet when Democrats 
were ready with a proposal. 
 
We talked with the Associated Press' Illinois statehouse bureau chief Ivan 
Moreno and Jordan Abudayyah, political reporter with WICS NewsChannel 20 
in Springfield. 

12/8/2016 17:00 
 

2383 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Chicago band Grandkids. It’s been over three years since they 
released their debut album, Timeshare.  
Back then the band was living in the Champaign-Urbana area. That album 
was widely regarded as one of the best albums to come out of the historic 
Champaign-Urbana scene over the past decade.  
Next week, Grandkids will try to make the same impact in their new home of 
Chicago with the release of their long-awaited sophomore album called This 
Guitars. 

12/8/2016 15:30 
 

2473 Health and Health 
Care 

Spot 
News 

Champaign-Urbana Public Health Administraor Julie Pryder says the flu is at 
low levels currently, but people should not use that as an excuse for putting 
off getting a vaccine. 

12/8/2016 1:00 
 

2384 Community Interview Refugee and immigrant resettlement and support groups in Illinois say 
they've seen a surge in the number of volunteers after the election. 
 
Suzanne Akhras Sahloul joined us. She's the founder and executive Director 

12/9/2016 21:00 
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of the Syrian Community Network to talk about the support that Syrian 
refugees have experienced in Illinois. 

2385 Community Interview We talked with Rachel Storm, the assistant director at the University of 
Illinois' Women's Resource Center who founded Girl Radio Inc., a youth 
media organization for young women in Central Illinois. We also spoke with 
the show's producer, Rohn Koester. 

12/9/2016 11:45 
 

2386 Arts and Culture Interview Chicago band Laverne are playing at the Empty Bottle in Chicago on Sunday 
night. Band members Cory Clifford and Sam Brown joined us to talk about 
their music and why they're releasing their music on cassette tapes. 

12/9/2016 15:30 
 

2451 Science and 
Technology 

Spot 
News 

Some of the electricity used on the University of Illinois Urbana campus now 
comes from a central Illinois wind farm, after the university signed a multi-
year agreement with the Rail Splitter Wind Farm near Lincoln. 

12/9/2016 1:00 
 

2474 Education Spot 
News 

The Illinois State Board of Education has wrapped up its series of listening 
sessions as it adapts to the federal Every Student Succeeds Act. The state 
board's Deputy Superintendent for Teaching and Learning says Illinois is free 
to amend its state plan under ESSA. 

12/9/2016 1:20 
 

2387 Politics/Elections Interview With 2016 about to come to an end, many people want to know - when are 
we going to have a budget for the state of Illinois? And what will it take to get 
people to care that we don’t? Where’s the outrage? Those are questions 
we’ve been asking all year. We got more analysis from IPR’s Statehouse 
Bureau Chief 

12/12/2016 20:00 
 

2388 Politics/Elections Interview Illinois is the only state in the country that is without a budget. The result: 
millions of our most vulnerable population don’t have social services. 
Students and staff at our state universities are also paying the price. What 
will all of this cost each and every one of us as taxpayers? We talked about all 
this with former Illinois Governor Jim Edgar. 

12/12/2016 17 
 

2389 Politics/Elections Interview Today was Illinois Public Radio reporter Amanda Vinicky’s last time on our 
airwaves as a public radio reporter. She’s staying in the public media family, 
headed to Chicago public television station WTTW and to their flagship 
program Chicago Tonight! 

12/12/2016 11:50 
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We bid her farewell and good luck - together with her colleagues WUIS 
reporter Brian Mackey and WBEZ reporter Tony Arnold. 

2475 Community Spot 
News 

Urbana Alderman Erik Jakobsson wants to re-establish the community as a 
'sanctuary city', but he says the resolution that's up for an initial vote at the 
upcoming City Council Committee of the Whole Meeting is missing key 
language, calling it mere 'rhetoric. 

12/12/2016 1:20 
 

2476 Community Spot 
News 

Urbana Mayor Laurel Prussing says the city council's scheduled 'sanctuary 
city' vote is simply to reaffirm principles that have been in place for 30 years, 
noting the city already passed such a measure in 1986, dealing with refugees 
from Central America. 

12/12/2016 1:10 
 

2390 Community Interview We discussed how winter weather is affecting young students traveling to 
school and how they perform in the classroom. We spoke with by Michael 
Hogue, who is an off-site program manager with the Champaign County 
Regional Planning Commission's Head Start program. Jacki Buckingham, a 
family childcare mentor with Head Start, also joined us. 

12/13/2016 16:00 
 

2391 Education Interview A recent report by advocacy group Advance Illinois finds that low-income 
students in Illinois remain well behind their wealthier peers in K-12 schooling. 
They’re less likely to have proficient reading skills by the time they reach 4th 
grade and when they’re older, they’re less like to be college-ready or to 
complete a post-secondary degree. 
 
All this despite Illinois’ goal to have 60 percent of working adults holding a 
degree or credential by 2025. The state is currently at about 50 percent. 

12/13/2016 24:00 
 

2392 Community Interview Dial-a-Carol is a holiday program run by student volunteers at the University 
of Illinois. Between December 8-14, People from all over the world call Dial-a-
Carol and request Christmas songs that volunteers then sing to them on the 
phone. 
 
We were joined in studio by University of Illinois student Katie Trchka, who 
has been volunteering with the program for three years. 

12/13/2016 7:30 
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2452 Education Spot 
News 

Leaders of labor unions on the University of Illinois’ Urbana campus say 
President Timothy Killeen has refused their request for a meeting. But an 
administration spokesman says otherwise. 

12/13/2016 1:00 
 

2453 Government Spot 
News 

The Urbana City Council will continue its discussion of a resolution affirming 
its status as a sanctuary city for undocumented immigrants at next Monday’s 
meeting. But the talk at Monday night’s committee-of-the-whole meeting 
showed a majority of council members in support of the resolution in some 
form. 

12/13/2016 1:00 
 

2477 Health and Health 
Care 

Spot 
News 

The next deadline to register for the nation's health care law in order to have 
coverage by January 1st 2017 is a day away, and an Outreach Coordinator 
with Get Covered Illinois says costs are down despite few insurance carriers. 

12/13/2016 1:00 
 

2495 Science and 
Technology 

Interview A conversation with David Welky, author of "A Wretched and Precarious 
Situation," about the ill-fated Crocker Land expedition, and University of 
Illinois connections to it. 

12/13/2016 7:30 
 

2393 Environment Interview A new railroad is being proposed for the Great Lakes area, a portion of which 
would run through Illinois. This has some residents excited over the new jobs 
it would bring to their area, but others are concerned about the 
environmental impact and the inconvenience of having it cut through their 
land. 
We talked with WNIJ Reporter Jenna Dooley and WNIJ News Reporter and 
Producer Sue Stephens, who have been covering this issue. 

12/14/2016 11:00 
 

2394 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Can horses help treat patients dealing with trauma, anxiety and other 
disabilities? 
We spoke with Dorey Riegel, owner of the Healing Horses Stables in 
Pesotum, Illinois. We were also joined by Christy Blew, a volunteer who helps 
facilitate meetings with patients at Healing Horses Stables. We also talked 
with Martha Clipp, who is a co-facilitator at the Two Spirit Counseling Center 
in Urbana. 
Photo: Susanne Nilsson 

12/14/2016 22:30 
 



Coverage of Community Issues 

ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1 

2395 Environment Interview It's Illinois' coldest week in the last 10 months. We talked about what this 
winter will look like with Jeff Frame, who is a clinical assistant professor at 
Department of Atmospheric Sciences at the University of Illinois. 

12/14/2016 11:00 
 

2455 Government Spot 
News 

The Champaign County Board discussed the problems of the county nursing 
home for more than two hours at a Tuesday night study session. But that was 
just a warmup for a special meeting scheduled for January 10th. 

12/14/2016 1:00 
 

2396 Community Interview For many people, heading home for the holidays means spending time with 
family and enjoying some great meals together. But it also can mean stepping 
into the role of unofficial tech support for your elderly family members. 
We were joined by Adam Hecktman, Microsoft’s Director of Technology and 
Civic Innovation for Chicago, and Veronica Arreola, an expert on women in 
tech, who describes herself as a "professional feminist, speaker, writer and 
geek." She leads an effort on promoting Latinos in science at the University of 
Illinois in Chicago. 

12/15/2016 21:00 
 

2397 Science and 
Technology 

Interview We spoke with the Wirecutter’s executive editor Mike Berk on how to choose 
the best tech gifts this season. (Originally aired on December 15, 2016). 

12/15/2016 12:00 
 

2398 Community Interview We checked in with Teresa Brown of the Eastern Illinois Food Bank to find out 
how they’re serving families in need this time of year. 

12/15/2016 15:30 
 

2496 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Interview with Melany Jackson, executive director of C-U at Home, about 
efforts to start a new community homeless shelter for men after two other 
shelters closed in 2016 because of funding issues. 

12/15/2016 7:00 
 

2399 Arts and Culture Interview What are the best books to give away as gifts this holiday season? Need some 
tips for buying a book for a friend or family member? We were joined by two 
librarians from across the state, who will share their top picks for both adults 
and children. 

12/16/2016 17:30 
 

2400 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Chicago singer Lucy Smith about her new album "Singing 
Christmas," which came out earlier this month. 

12/16/2016 15:30 
 

2404 Science and 
Technology 

Interview On today's 21st Show, we learned about the impact that toys have on 
children - including how toys affect children's perceptions of their own 
abilities and gender identity. We spoke with Isabelle Cherney, Dean of the 

12/16/2016 
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School of Education & Social Policy at Merrimack College in Massachusetts. 
"Play is a wonderful vehicle for children to learn," she says. 

2402 Community Interview On Sunday, Sept. 11, Habitat for Humanity of Champaign County will have its 
ceremonial kickoff of a new interfaith building project. 
 
We were joined in studio by the organization's Executive Director Sheila 
Dodd, along with Sinai Temple's Rabbi Alan Cook, First Mennonite Church's 
Pastor Michael Crosby and Central Illinois Mosque & Islamic Center's Imam 
Ousmane Sawadogo. They're a part of more than 15 different faith groups 
coming together for the project. 

12/19/2016 23 
 

2403 Science and 
Technology 

Interview We met the artist behind the Brick By Brick LEGO exhibit at Chicago's 
Museum of Science and Industry, Adam Reed Tucker. The exhibit "tells the 
story of world historic engineering structures," he says. 

12/19/2016 14:30 
 

2405 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Earlier this summer, President Obama signed into law a nationwide GMO 
labeling bill. It will require all food products containing GMOs to include that 
information - although the details haven’t been fully worked out yet. 
 
Today, we talked about GMOs, organic foods, and what those labels really 
mean. Is the debate really about genetically modified organisms or the 
stories we’ve attached to them? 

12/20/2016 33 
 

2406 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Zach Wiersma is a graduate student who says Tourette’s syndrome is, for 
him, a powerful tool to connect and communicate with others. We talked 
with Zach about being a scientist with a disability he says he wears proudly. 

12/20/2016 15:30 
 

2478 Community Spot 
News 

The Urbana City Council has reaffirmed the city's sanctuary status after a 5-1 
vote. About 50 backers of the revised measure were in the audience, and 
applauded the revised measure that states that no federal law required 
police to ask an individual's immigration status. 

12/20/2016 1:20 
 

2407 Education Interview A new report from the Learning Policy Institute says the US is entering a 
teacher shortage crisis - and a large part of the problem is the high levels of 
attrition: roughly 8 percent of the workforce annually. 

12/21/2016 33:00 
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What does this mean for Illinois schools? 
"Working with the kids obviously was one of the more enjoyable things," said 
Chris Marzec, who taught for six years at Lane Tech High School in Chicago 
until June 2016, when he left to take a job as an auditor. "Leaving was kind of 
a tough decision." 
We heard from Marzec, and also talked with Dean Cantu, the chair of teacher 
education at Bradley University, and former high school teacher Meghan 
Kessler, who is now a graduate student in the department of curriculum and 
instruction at the University of Illinois. 
We also spoke with Chuck Bleyer, superintendent of Pope County Community 
School District 1 in downstate Illinois, about the challenges his rural district 
faces in recruiting and retaining good teachers. 

2408 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Highland Park natives and brothers David and Adam Rudman 
about their PBS Kids cartoon, "Nature Cat." The show premiered last fall and 
has been consistently ranking among the top five PBS Kids shows nationally, 
with more than 114 million streaming views online. We'll hear about what 
inspired the artists to create the cartoon series - and learn what they've got 
planned for Season 2. 

12/21/2016 15:30 
 

2456 Community Spot 
News 

Free Christmas dinners have been organized for the community on Christmas 
Day in Champaign and Hoopeston. 

12/21/2016 1:00 
 

2479 Arts and Culture Spot 
News 

The future of who will be playing the Altgeld Hall Chimes on the University of 
Illinois campus is a bit in question. Chimesmaster Sue Wood has had health 
concerns, but a U of I administrator says there's also hope for a capital 
campaign to ensure the chimes' long-term future. 

12/21/2016 1:45 
 

2409 Community Interview Many people will be hitting the road - or catching a flight - during the next 
week, as they travel to reunite with family and loved ones for Thanksgiving. 
For families with young children, this is easier than it sounds. 
So we decided to invite on a couple dads to talk about the challenges of 
traveling with kids - and share their stories and advice for everyone. We 
talked with Matt Boresi and Todd Jay, who are two of the hosts of the 
comedy podcast “The Paternity Test.” 

12/22/2016 22:30 
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2410 Environment Interview What kind of impact does climate change have on waterfowl migration to 
southern Illinois? We heard from Frank Szollosi, manager of Great Lakes 
regional campaigns at the National Wildlife Federation and Dale Beetley, co-
owner and president of Gander Hill hunting club in Coulterville Southern 
Illinois. 

12/22/2016 10:30 
 

2411 Science and 
Technology 

Interview Can dogs understand what we say to them? A new research study says they 
might be able to. We spoke with Chicago veterinary behaviorist Dr. Kelly C. 
Ballantyne about the new research - and got tips for how to better 
understand what our dogs are trying to tell us. 

12/22/2016 15:30 
 

2457 Education Interview Feng Sheng Hu, the new dean of the University of Illinois’ the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences says one of his challenges will be coping with the 
state budget impasse. 

12/22/2016 1:00 
 

2480 Business/Economy Spot 
News 

Despite Illinois' ongoing budget impasse, University of Illinois President Tim 
Killeen says there will be a salary program in 2017, with 2-percent raises 
scheduled to take effect in March paychecks. He says leaders have worked 
hard to "steward our resources" effectively. 

12/22/2016 1:00 
 

2412 Arts and Culture Interview Chicago artist Sir the Baptist joined us to talk about his spiritual roots and 
how he's using that background to create his own, unique style of hip-hop. 

12/23/2016 15:30 
 

2413 Arts and Culture Interview Florida-based artists Black Violin performed a few songs for us and discussed 
how they're working to change stereotypes in both music and society. 

12/23/2016 14:45 
 

2414 Arts and Culture Interview We were joined in studio by two members of the freshly reunited Central 
Illinois band, Poster Children, who toured the country all throughout the 90s 
and early 2000s. 
 
They’re back to celebrate the 25th anniversary of their album “Daisychain 
Reaction." We talked with Rick Valentin and Rose Marshack, who will be 
performing with their band this weekend at The Pygmalion Festival in 
Champaign. 

12/23/2016 15:30 
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2481 Arts and Culture Interview The homes of Urbana's Candlestick Lane will decorate their lawns for a 53rd 
straight year. One of the founders, Charlie Halpin, talked about how it started 
as a utility company's decorating contest. 

12/23/2016 4:00 
 

2497 Education Interview A conversation with Lisa Micele, college & career counselor at University High 
School in Urbana, about options for high school seniors applying for college in 
"early pools." 

12/23/2016 4:30 
 

2498 Community Interview An interview with Isak Griffiths, executive director of Courage Connection, a 
service provider for victims of domestic violence. 

12/23/2016 7:00 
 

2415 Health and Health 
Care 

Interview Illinois hospitals are establishing new protocols to help identify people who 
have sepsis - an emergency medical condition that kills more than 250,000 
people in the US each year. It’s because of a new law that honors 5-year-old 
Gabby Galbo. 
 
We talked with Gabby’s father, Tony Galbo, and also heard from Dr. Jared 
Rogers, Regional Presence Health President & CEO, about the changes Illinois 
hospitals will be required to make to prevent and treat sepsis. 

12/27/2016 33:00 
 

2416 Science and 
Technology 

Interview One of the most anticipated scientific events of next year has people already 
starting to plan their trips to Carbondale. A total eclipse will cover the 
Contiguous United States on August 21, 2017 - and it will be the first time a 
total solar eclipse is happening in the U.S. since 1979. 
 
Cedar Lake, just south of Carbondale, is one of the best locations to watch 
the eclipse. We talked with David Leake, the director of the William M. 
Staerkel Planetarium in Champaign, and Bob Baer, Co-Chair of the Southern 
Illnois Eclispe 2017 - 2024 Steering Committee. 

12/27/2016 15:30 
 

2417 Government Interview We were joined by Lisa Creason, a nursing assistant in Decatur who 
advocated to change an Illinois law in order to obtain her registered nurse 
license 20 years after being convicted for trying to steal cash from the 
register of a fast food restaurant. We also spoke with Beth Johnson, Director 
of Legal Programs at Cabrini Green Legal Aid. 

12/28/2016 33:00 
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Plus, we expanded our conversation with Katie Blakeman, Champaign County 
Circuit Clerk and Korynna Lopez from the Illinois Justice Project. 

2418 Arts and Culture Interview We talked with Elissa Altman, a James Beard-award winner for her blog, Poor 
Man’s Feast. We discussed her new memoir, about growing up in a Jewish 
enclave of Queens in the 1970s. 

12/28/2016 15:30 
 

2482 Community Spot 
News 

Two churches in Champaign will host an overnight shelter for homeless men 
during the winter, brought on partially by the state budget impasse. Faith 
United Methodist Church will house the shelter on weekends, while First 
Presbyterian Church will provide the shelter for up to 30 men Sunday through 
Thursday nights. 

12/28/2016 1:10 
 

2499 Government Interview Part one of a conversation with Illinois Treasurer Michael Frerichs, discussing 
issues in his office during 2016 

12/28/2016 7:00 
 

2419 Community Interview If you are a parent, you probably already know that having a child can be one 
of the most satisfying and rewarding experiences of your life. And you also 
know how hard it can be at times. Shefali Tsabary, a clinical psychologist and 
author of the new book, “The Awakened Family," shares how the challenges 
of parenting can become an opportunity for spiritual awakening. 

12/29/2016 31:00 
 

2420 Science and 
Technology 

Interview The struggle to maintain a healthy weight is not unique to humans. Animals 
living in enclosures - such as in state parks - can also have a difficult time 
staying slim. The animal caretakers at Wildlife Prairie Park in Hanna City 
teamed up with Vet Med researchers from the University of Illinois School to 
help the animals slim down. Photo Credit: UI Vet Med 

12/29/2016 15:30 
 

2500 Government Interview Part two of a conversation with Illinois Treasurer Michael Frerichs, discussing 
state political issues, including the budget impasse. 

12/29/2016 7:00 
 

2421 Community Interview Today we heard the voices of the children from the Boys and Girls Club of 
Danville and found out what their hopes and dreams are.  
We also heard from Rob Gifford, executive director of the Boys and Girls Club 
in Danville, and spoke with the producers of the Re:Dream project, which has 

12/30/2016 48:00 
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been sharing stories from all across the country about the American Dream 
re-imagined. 

 


