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4095 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A federal mediator will begin overseeing negotiations Tuesday between the 
University of Illinois and the union representing 700 dining and building 
service workers at the Urbana campus.

7/1/2019 :60

4096 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The June numbers for the University of Illinois’ Flash Index show the Illinois 
economy’s growth rate has fallen for two months in a row. But the economist 
who compiles the index isn’t too concerned.

7/1/2019 :60

4097 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The Urbana City Council voted 6-0 Monday night to approve a redevelopment 
agreement to help finance a Maryland hotel developer’s plan to renovate and 
reopen the downtown Urbana Landmark Hotel.

7/1/2019 :60

4098 Housing Spot 
News

Illinois’ new infrastructure plan has money set aside to help residents secure 
affordable housing across the state. This is the first capital plan in 10 years.

7/4/2019 :60

4099 Government Spot 
News

Governor J.B. Pritzker says the infrastructure legislation he signed into law last 
month means jobs for Illinois --- both in the short term and in the years to 
come. Pritzker made two stops in Champaign-Urbana Wednesday to promote 
the $48 billion, six-year Rebuild Illinois capital development package.

7/4/2019 :60

4100 Community Spot 
News

A federal jury that convicted a former University of Illinois doctoral student of 
kidnapping, torturing and killing Yingying Zhang, a young scholar from China, 
now must decide if Brendt Christensen should be put to death.

7/7/2019 :60

4101 Community Spot 
News

The penalty phase of the trial of the man convicted of kidnapping and killing a 
University of Illinois visiting scholar is underway.

7/8/2019 :60

4102 Science and 
Technology

Spot 
News

A study published Monday by researchers from the University of Illinois and 
Cornell shows that plants genetically engineered to create large amounts of 
useful industrial enzymes can be grown under field conditions without hurting 
their yield.

7/9/2019 :60
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4103 Government Spot 
News

The new director of the Illinois Department of Corrections said during a 
legislative hearing in Chicago on Monday that the agency plans to revise its 
policy regarding what books can and cannot enter the prison.

7/9/2019 :60

4104 Government Spot 
News

Julie Dowling is one of several researchers who opposes adding the citizenship 
question. Dowling is a professor at the University of Illinois, and vice chair of 
the U.S. Census Bureau’s National Advisory Committee on Racial, Ethnic and 
Other Populations.

7/9/2019 :60

4105 Community Spot 
News

Federal prosecutors will officially rest their case Wednesday in the sentencing 
phase of Brendt Christensen’s trial for kidnapping and killing University of 
Illinois visiting scholar Yingying Zhang.

7/9/2019 :60

4106 Community Spot 
News

Federal public defenders trying to save Brendt Christensen from the death 
penalty presented emotional testimony from character witnesses Wednesday 
--- including the defendant’s father.

7/10/2019 :60

4107 Community Spot 
News

The sentencing phase of the Brendt Christensen trial enters its fifth day Friday. 
Federal public defenders called eight witnesses Thursday in their effort to 
save him from the death penalty.

7/11/2019 :60

4108 Community Spot 
News

The sentencing phase of the Brendt Christensen trial continued Friday in U.S. 
District Court in Peoria, with testimony from mental health counselors and the 
defendant’s ex-wife.

7/12/2019 :60

4109 Community Spot 
News

Brendt Christensen’s mother and sister say they still love him, even after 
learning he kidnapped and murdered U of I visiting scholar Yingying Zhang in 
2017. Both family members testified Monday in the sentencing phase of 
Christensen’s federal trial in Peoria.

7/15/2019 :60

4110 Community Spot 
News

The sentencing phase of Brendt Christensen’s federal death penalty trial will 
go to the jury Wednesday. There’s only one question the jury at the federal 
courthouse in Peoria needs to answer, and that’s whether Christensen will 
receive the death penalty or life in prison, for the 2017 kidnapping murder of 
University of Illinois visiting scholar Yingying Zhang.

7/16/2019 :60
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4111 Science and 
Technology

Interview Fifty years ago this week, the first man walked on the moon. A new book tells 
the story of an airplane engineer from Illinois some consider to be an unsung 
hero in making that happen.

7/17/2019 8:00

4112 Community Spot 
News

Jurors received Brendt Christensen’s capital case for a second time about 1:40 
P.M. Wednesday. A few weeks earlier, the same jury found Christensen guilty 
of the 2017 kidnapping and murder of University of Illinois visiting scholar 
Yingying Zhang. This time, the question is the sentence for Christensen’s 
crime: life in prison or death by lethal injection.

7/17/2019 :60

4113 Community Spot 
News

The man convicted of murdering University of Illinois visiting scholar Yingying 
Zhang will spend the rest of his life in federal prison “without release”. That 
was the sentence imposed by U.S. District Judge Jim Shadid Thursday, after a 
jury spent about nine hours deliberating before determining they could not 
reach a unanimous verdict on the death penalty for Brendt Christensen.

7/19/2019 :60

4114 Government Spot 
News

The American Civil Liberties Union sent letters to eight Illinois municipalities 
last week — including Danville — urging them to repeal their panhandling 
bans. The nonprofit organization warned of legal action if community officials 
don't heed their warning.

7/22/2019 :60

4115 Government Spot 
News

A new Illinois law aims to ensure that parents of justice-involved youth who 
need costly mental health services don’t have to trade custody for treatment 
for their child.

7/22/2019 :60

4116 Education Spot 
News

A new state law directs the Illinois Department of Human Services to create 
an online database with mental health resources that parents and school staff 
can use to help students.

7/22/2019 :60

4117 Environment Spot 
News

New legislation in the U-S House of Representatives would create a low-
interest loan program to fund mitigation projects to reduce the risks and 
damage caused by natural disasters. Illinois Congressman Rodney Davis says 
such projects could make future flooding in his state less of a catastrophe.

7/24/2019 :60
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4118 Business/Economy Interview After years of trying, the city of Danville now has the state’s permission to 
host a casino, thanks to Illinois’ new gambling expansion law. Jim Meadows 
talks with Danville Mayor Rickey Williams, Jr., about what's ahead.

7/25/2019 4:00

4119 Education Spot 
News

Goal Getters is intended to reduce violence and provide leadership skills to 
youth in Champaign. The initiative was created by the Champaign Unit 4 
Schools, city of Champaign and the Champaign Community Coalition in the 
wake of an especially violent year in Champaign-Urbana.

7/29/2019 :60

4120 Education Spot 
News

Babies in their second year of life expect those they view as leaders to 
intervene when they see someone not being treated fairly, according to new 
research from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

7/29/2019 :60

4121 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Illinois just took a big step towards protecting the 0.2% of people allergic to 
sesame. On July 26, Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed HB 2123, which mandates that 
any packaged foods indicate the presence of sesame on their labels.

7/30/2019 :60

4122 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The Champaign-Urbana Public Health District received the “2019 Local Health 
Department of the Year” award from the National Association of County and 
City Health Officials for its efforts to build partnerships to address local public 
health needs.

7/30/2019 :60

4123 Environment Spot 
News

Illinois environmental agencies will create new rules for the storage and 
disposal of toxic coal ash from power plants, under a new law signed today by 
Governor J.B. Pritzker.

7/30/2019 :60

4124 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

The University of Illinois is hosting a workshop this week aimed at building 
bridges between scientists and Indigenous communities. Organizers say the 
goal is to train Indigenous and Native American scientists, and members of 
their communities in genomics.

8/1/2019 :60

4125 Community Spot 
News

Because her body has never been found, there has never been a funeral held 
for Yingying Zhang. But a memorial service for the visiting scholar from China 
has being planned, and will involve her family.

8/1/2019 :60

4126 Education Spot 
News

University of Illinois officials say they will take extra steps to vet financial aid 
applications from students involved in guardianship cases. The decision comes 

8/2/2019 :60
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after university officials identified 14 instances in which parents had a student 
put under the guardianship of a friend or relative, so they could qualify for 
more financial aid.

4127 Community Spot 
News

The lawyer representing the family of U of I visiting scholar Yingying Zhang 
says they've received information about where her body may be. In a 
statement, Attorney Steve Beckett said the information suggests Zhang’s body 
could be in a landfill in Vermilion County.

8/2/2019 :60

4128 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

A recent study from the University of Illinois found that black middle school 
students were less likely to be warned by a teacher about misbehavior than 
their white peers.

8/5/2019 :60

4129 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Caregivers' well-being is often overlooked as they provide support to disaster 
victims. But collaborative support efforts can make a difference, according to 
new research from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

8/5/2019 :60

4130 Housing Spot 
News

Public housing officials are expecting 1,000 slots on a waiting list for a new 
subsidized housing project in Champaign to fill up quickly, when the list starts 
taking applications at 9 AM Tuesday morning. The list is for people hoping for 
a chance to live in the new Bristol Place development, which is going on the 
north side of Champaign.

8/5/2019 :60

4131 Education Spot 
News

Illinois is now the third state to require graduating high school seniors fill out 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, otherwise known as the FAFSA 
form.

8/6/2019 :60

4132 University of Illinois Interview A state mandate requires all pregnant women in Illinois be screened for 
depression as part of their prenatal care. But new research study from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign finds that those screenings may 
overlook a significant proportion of women who have suicidal thoughts.

8/7/2019 4:00

4133 Community Spot 
News

If Brendt Christensen told his defense attorneys the truth, the remains of 
Yingying Zhang, the young woman he murdered two years ago, may be in a 
landfill near Danville.

8/7/2019 :60
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4134 Education Feature A 2013 Illinois law mandated active shooter drills, but left it up to individual 
districts to decide whether to involve students. Last year, however, lawmakers 
passed a bill requiring all school staff and students to participate in an active 
shooter drill within the first 90 days of the school year.

8/8/2019 4:00

4135 Education Spot 
News

State lawmakers expressed outrage during a legislative hearing Thursday over 
the issue of affluent families from Chicago suburbs transferring guardianship 
of their children to another adult in order to qualify them for need-based 
financial aid they otherwise wouldn’t receive.

8/9/2019 :60

4136 Community Spot 
News

A family clinging to fading hope that the remains of Yingying Zhang, a Chinese 
scholar brutally killed more than two years ago, may someday be found 
gathered Friday in Savoy for a memorial service that included only her 
photograph and their own memories of her life.

8/9/2019 :60

4137 Education Spot 
News

Champaign Unit 4 students will participate for the first time in active shooter 
drills this upcoming school year. The district is required under a new state law 
to involve students in the drills, and hold them within the first three months 
of the school year.

8/12/2019 60

4138 Community Interview A progressive Jewish organization is hosting a workshop in Champaign on 
Thursday evening to help educators identify and counteract white nationalism 
in schools. It’s one of a series of events hosted by Bend the Arc:CU focused on 
increasing community safety.

8/13/2019 4:00

4139 Environment Spot 
News

An electric barrier in a Chicago area canal is meant to keep Asian carp from 
getting into the Great Lakes from downstate rivers. Now, a study led by 
University of Illinois researchers suggests another force may be keeping the 
invasive carp from making the trip: pollution.

8/13/2019 :60

4140 Government Feature Earlier this year, hundreds of books were removed from the college in prison 
program’s library inside the educational wing of the Danville prison. 
Documents obtained by Illinois Newsroom shine a light on why the books 
were removed, and who was responsible for their removal.

8/15/2019 4:00
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4141 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services recently awarded grants 
totalling $2.1 million to address the opioid crisis in central Illinois and improve 
the quality behavioral health services. One of those recipients if Promise 
Healthcare in Champaign, which received nearly $167,000.

8/16/2019 :60

4142 Government Spot 
News

Urbana city officials want to hear what residents think about the sale and 
taxing of recreational cannabis. A listening session on the topic will be held at 
the City Council meeting 7 p.m. tonight.

8/19/2019 :60

4143 Community Spot 
News

The family of University of Illinois visiting scholar Yingying Zhang has created 
an endowment fund in her honor. The money will be used to support 
international students in crisis and their families.

8/19/2019 :60

4144 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Congressman Rodney Davis found both supporters and critics at his second 
Open Government Night, held Monday night at Parkland College in 
Champaign. But it was the critics who were the most vocal.

8/20/2019 :60

4145 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Food and building service workers on the University of Illinois Urbana campus 
have voted to ratify new contract, avoiding a strike that would’ve begun 
Thursday, on freshman move-in day.

8/20/2019 :60

4146 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

State Representative Brad Halbrook, sponsor of a resolution to divide 
downstate Illinois and the Chicago area into separate states, says the U-S 
constitution provides a clear path for such a process.

8/20/2019 :60

4147 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Officials at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign announced the 
campus is now 100% smoke- and tobacco-free.

8/21/2019 :60

4148 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

A proposed new medical campus for Carle in Danville would take up 17 acres 
on the west end of downtown. Officials with the Urbana-based healthcare 
provider announced their plans for the new campus on Wednesday, saying 
the project will be good for their patients and the community as a whole.

8/22/2019 :60

4149 Community Spot 
News

An inmate being moved between holding cells at the Vermilion County 
Courthouse in Danville was shot Friday morning, after he stabbed a sheriff's 
deputy several times in the face.

8/23/2019 :60
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4150 Community Spot 
News

Cities and municipalities across east-central Illinois are taking steps to 
determine whether to allow the sale of recreational cannabis once it becomes 
legal in Illinois on January 1.

8/26/2019 :60

4151 Science and 
Technology

Spot 
News

Chemists at the University of Illinois are developing a more environmentally 
friendly former of polyurethane, a hard-to-recycle polymer that’s used in 
everything from paint to memory foam.

8/26/2019 :60

4152 Education Spot 
News

Former Urbana District 116 superintendent Don Owen is resigning from his 
high school teaching position over his concerns about how black and brown 
students, their families and district staff have been treated by the district's 
Board of Education.

8/27/2019 :60

4153 Women and 
Minorities

Interview The Crisis Nursery provides emergency-base child care services 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, with no fees or income eligibility. They also offer a 
variety of parent education classes and support groups for mothers at risk of 
depression during pregnancy or after the birth of a child, among other 
programs.

8/28/2019 4:00

4154 Government Spot 
News

For the first time, the Illinois budget includes funding for volunteer advocates 
who look out for children involved with the state’s child welfare system. The 
CASA advocate program in Champaign County will use its share of the money 
to expand.

8/28/2019 :60

4155 Community Spot 
News

A new memorial garden at Douglass Park in Champaign will honor victims and 
survivors of gun violence. The garden is a joint effort between the Champaign 
Park District and the local chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense.

8/29/2019 :60

4156 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Illinois Republican John Shimkus, who was first elected to Congress in 1996, 
announced Friday that his current term will be his last.

8/30/2019 :60

4157 University of Illinois Spot 
News

"The State of the Unions 2019", a new report being released on Labor Day, 
finds levels of union membership gradually declining over the past decade.

9/2/2019 :60

4158 Education Interview This year, lawmakers approved a slew of new legislation intended to address 
Illinois’ teacher shortage. But Mark Klaisner, the new president of the Illinois 

9/3/2019 4:00
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Association of Regional Superintendents of Schools, said school districts 
across the state are still struggling to fill open teaching positions.

4159 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

State Representative Mike Marron says he’s formed an exploratory 
committee for a possible run to succeed U.S. Rep. John Shimkus in Congress.

9/3/2019 :60

4160 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The student accused of hanging a noose in an elevator at a University of 
Illinois residence hall in Urbana is no longer enrolled on campus. A U of I 
spokesperson would not comment on whether 19-year-old Andrew Smith had 
been expelled, saying federal privacy laws prevent the release of any 
additional information.

9/4/2019 :60

4161 Education Spot 
News

The Illinois Department of Corrections will implement a new publication 
review policy in October. The change comes after staff at the Danville 
Correctional Center removed more than 200 books from a college-in-prison 
program’s library at the facility earlier this year.

9/6/2019 :60

4162 Arts and Culture Feature Across the country, local residents are working to restore rundown theatres to 
their old luster, often with the hope that their community will benefit as well.

9/6/2019 4:00

4163 Environment Spot 
News

Online registration for the upcoming Fall Residential Electronics Collection 
Event for Champaign County begins Monday September 9 at 8:00am.

9/7/2019 :60

4164 Arts and Culture Feature Across the country, local residents are working to restore rundown theatres to 
their old luster, often with the hope that their community will benefit as well. 
Part two.

9/7/2019 4:00

4165 Government Spot 
News

The federal Child and Adult Care Food Program reimburses child care 
providers for serving up nutritious foods to children in their care. It serves 
more than 4.2 million U.S. children each day, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. But a new University of Illinois study finds the 
program may be inequitable for rural child care providers.

9/9/2019 :60

4166 Government Spot 
News

The Champaign County Circuit Clerk's office is dropping collection and late 
fees on all criminal and traffic cases, this week only, during the office's third 
annual Amnesty Week.

9/9/2019 :60
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4167 Education Spot 
News

The Champaign Unit 4 Board of Education clarified how parents can opt their 
students out of active shooter drills during a meeting held Monday night.

9/10/2019 :60

4168 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Champaign-Urbana Public Health Administrator Julie Pryde encourages 
anyone with symptoms – including coughing, difficulty breathing, chest pain 
and nausea – to see a doctor and disclose information about the vaping 
products they’ve used.

9/11/2019 :60

4169 Community Spot 
News

A gathering this weekend in Champaign will bring together people from 
various faith communities and organizations to grieve for those who have died 
from gun violence.

9/12/2019 :60

4170 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Champaign-Urbana is the site of dozens of events celebrating the 
contributions of immigrants, during National Welcoming Week, beginning 
Friday.

9/12/2019 :60

4171 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Enrollment at the University of Illinois’ Urbana-Champaign campus has topped 
fifty thousand for the first time, according to preliminary fall enrollment 
figures released Thursday.

9/13/2019 :60

4172 Education Spot 
News

Urbana Police say they’ve found no evidence to support allegations of 
inappropriate contact between a staff member and a student at Thomas Paine 
Elementary School. The allegation that such an incident occurred during 
recess at the school playground came to light earlier this week and led to a 
hotline call to the state Department of Children and Family Services.

9/14/2019 :60

4173 Community Spot 
News

In Illinois, the quality of a child’s health, education, housing and economic 
situation often correlates with a child's race, ethnicity and geographic 
location, according to a new KIDS COUNT report from Voices For Illinois 
Children, an organization that advocates for state investments that benefit 
children across the state.

9/16/2019 :60

4174 Environment Spot 
News

Two sessions on Tuesday at Danville Area Community College will give local 
residents the chance to tell the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency what 
they want from new rules regulating coal ash, a toxic substance produced by 
coal-fired power plants.

9/16/2019 :60



Coverage of Community Issues

Program Data
ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1

4175 Environment Spot 
News

Students across the globe plan to walk out of class on Friday to draw attention 
to climate change. On the University of Illinois Urbana’ campus, hundreds of 
high school and college students will converge on the campus quad.

9/19/2019 :60

4176 Women and 
Minorities

Feature A group of teenage boys in Champaign-Urbana has made it their mission to 
address the issue of gun violence through rap music. "Forever My Brothers" 
will perform their second live performance at an “International Day of Peace” 
event at the intersection of Silver and Vawter Urbana from 2 to 5 pm on 
Saturday, September 21.

9/20/2019 4:00

4177 Environment Interview Coming on the heels of Monday’s United Nations Climate Action Summit in 
New York City, the University of Illinois will host its annual iSEE Congress on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, September 24-25 at the Illini Union on the Urbana-
Champaign campus. More information is available at the iSEE website.

9/23/2019 4:00

4178 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Tuesday, Sept. 24, is National Voter Registration Day. Election officials have 
set aside the fourth Tuesday of September as a day to raise awareness of the 
importance of registering and voting.

9/23/2019 :60

4179 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

City officials from both Champaign and Urbana have signed onto a plan to 
eliminate HIV in the region, as part of a statewide initiative in Illinois called 
“Getting To Zero," which aims to reduce the number of new HIV cases in 
Illinois to less than 100 by the year 2030.

9/24/2019 :60

4180 Education Feature When Francisco Gamino arrived at Parkland College four years ago, he didn’t 
know how to balance work and find the time he needed to study.

9/25/2019 4:00

4181 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The parent company of Arby's is buying Champaign-based Jimmy John's 
Sandwiches, hoping to reverse sluggish sales at the chain that was founded in 
central Illinois.

9/25/2019 :60

4182 Community Spot 
News

The CU Trauma and Resilience Initiative has incorporated as a not-for-profit 
organization in order to build their capacity to do service and advocacy work 
and promote healing for those who’ve experienced trauma.

9/26/2019 :60

4183 Science and 
Technology

Interview The 15th annual Pygmalion Festival gets underway Thursday evening in 
venues across Urbana.

9/26/2019 4:00
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4184 Community Spot 
News

The 10th annual Champaign-Urbana Pride Fest and Parade takes place this 
weekend. The event marks a series of significant milestones for Champaign 
County and the larger LGBTQ community.

9/27/2019 :60

4185 Community Spot 
News

The program CU Fresh Start aims to reduce gun violence in Champaign-
Urbana by helping people with a history of gun-related crimes turn their lives 
around. It's now making some changes in at attempt to intervene sooner in 
the lives of people at risk of getting involved in gun-related activities.

9/27/2019 :60

4186 Science and 
Technology

Interview Technology is everywhere, in some places that are obvious, and others that 
are more subtle. That’s the idea behind a new four-part series from NPR titled 
“I’ll Be Seeing You,” which debuts this Sunday.

9/27/2019 4:00

4187 Community Spot 
News

The enrollment period for Illinois’ program to help low-income households 
with heat and electricity bills, energy conservation and weatherization, begins 
Tuesday, October 1st. In Champaign County, applicants can enroll in the Low 
Income Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) through the Champaign County 
Regional Planning Commission.

9/29/2019 :60

4188 Education Spot 
News

State Sen. Scott Bennett said he believes it’s the responsibility of the state 
government to ensure incarcerated people receive the education and 
information they need to make better choices upon their release. But, he said, 
that’s a tall order when the state is struggling to fund other necessary 
services, like its public education system.

9/30/2019 :60


