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4631 Community Spot 
News

At the beginning of the pandemic, many people took up gardening as a hobby. 
So-called “COVID gardens” popped up all over Illinois. Now that it’s time to 
harvest, Illinois Newsroom’s Dana Cronin checked in with some COVID 
gardeners to see how the season went.

10/1/2020 :60

4632 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Public health experts say mask-wearing, social distancing -- and getting a flu 
vaccine -- are things everyone can do to prevent hospitals from getting 
overwhelmed this flu season.

10/1/2020 :60

4633 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The economist who prepares the Flash Index to the Illinois economy says if 
things continue on their present course, Illinois could return to economic 
growth in about half a year.

10/2/2021 :60

4634 Education Spot 
News

Illinois is sending $80 million worth of CARES Act money to more than 450 of 
the state’s poorest school districts --- including Danville’s.

10/5/2020 :60

4635 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

13th District Congressman Rodney Davis and Democratic challenger Betsy 
Dirksen will be asked about issues ranging from the economy to police reform 
… when they meet tonight (Monday) in Champaign for a broadcast debate.

10/5/2021 1:30

4636 Politics/Elections Feature Republican Congressman Rodney Davis and his Democratic challenger Betsy 
Dirksen Londrigan talked about healthcare, the COVID-19 pandemic, racial 
justice and a lot more, in a one-hour debate broadcast live last (Monday) night 
on WILL Radio and TV.

10/6/2020 4:00

4637 Environment Spot 
News

Vistra Energy announced it would close its remaining coal-fired power plants 
in Illinois within the next decade as a move toward clean energy. But as Illinois 
Newsroom’s Lecia Bushak reports, challenges remain when it comes to 
redeveloping the sites.

10/6/2020 :60
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4638 Education Spot 
News

Most Urbana District 116 students will continue to learn remotely — at least 
until January.

10/7/2020 :60

4639 Community Spot 
News

Drop, Cover and Hold On. Those are the directions for everyone taking part in 
the annual Great Shakeout Earthquake Drill next Thursday.

10/7/2020 :60

4640 Science and 
Technology

Interview Illinois residents who use Facebook could be eligible for up to 400 dollars from 
a class-action settlement.

10/8/2020 15:00

4641 Agriculture Spot 
News

Farmers are the most optimistic they’ve been since the start of the pandemic, 
according to a new survey.

10/9/2020 :60

4642 Agriculture Feature Millions of farmworkers throughout the U-S work every year to plant crops, 
harvest them, and do everything in between. Among them are migratory 
workers, who leave their homes for months at a time to take on what’s often 
a risky job.

10/12/2020 4:00

4643 Education Spot 
News

Students and employees of school districts in Piatt County now have access to 
free rapid COVID-19 testing through Kirby Medical Center in Monticello.

10/12/2020 :60

4644 Politics/Elections Feature Illinois Newsroom’s Tuesday focus on election issues continues … with a look 
at a tax referendum on the Champaign County ballot. If voters approve, it will 
mean more money for the county’s system of forest preserves … just as 
they’re experiencing an increase in visitors.

10/13/2020 4:00

4645 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Preliminary state data shows the opioid epidemic is worsening in Illinois -- and 
those at greatest risk of an overdose are Black men in their 50s. Illinois 
Newsroom’s Christine Herman reports.

10/13/2020 :60

4646 Education Spot 
News

Champaign Unit 4 elementary school students will have the option to return 
to some in-person instruction at the end of this month.

10/14/2020 :60

4647 Politics/Elections Interview The confirmation hearing of Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett 
wrapped up today (THURSDAY) in the U-S Senate. Illinois Democrat Dick 
Durbin is a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee that held that hearing.

10/15/2020 15:00
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4648 Environment Spot 
News

State legislators and renewable energy stakeholders called for clean energy 
reform—and increased diversity and inclusion in the renewable energy 
industry—at a news conference this week.

10/15/2020 :60

4649 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Additional sites for early voting are opening today (Monday) in Champaign 
County. The Champaign County Clerk’s office will operate the eleven new 
early voting sites seven days a week, up through November Second, the day 
before Election Day.

10/19/2020 :60

4650 Politics/Elections Feature Illinois Newsroom’s Tuesday focus on the election continues --- with a look at 
Illinois’ 15th Congressional District. With more territory than some states, the 
15th District covers a large section of southeast and south-central Illinois.

10/20/2020 4:30

4651 Community Spot 
News

Champaign County authorities say they have identified the woman whose 
skeletal remains were found in a farm field in 1995. Now, they’re asking 
people who knew her to come forward with any information they have.

10/20/2020 :60

4652 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois published the third version of its Illinois Climate 
Action Plan, or iCAP, this week… and it’s officially been signed by Chancellor 
Robert Jones.

10/21/2020 :60

4653 Education Spot 
News

If elected, Vice President Joe Biden plans to dramatically increase federal 
spending on public K thru 12 and higher education.
But a representative of Biden’s campaign says his first priority for education is 
making sure schools can safely reopen amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

10/21/2020 :60

4654 Government Spot 
News

The Housing Authority of Champaign is being recognized by the U-S 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

10/22/2020 :60

4655 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Currently, about a third of all Illinois counties are at a warning level for COVID-
19. Among them is Macon County -- in central Illinois.

10/23/2020 4:00

4656 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Conservative lawmakers under the banner of “Restore Illinois” toured the 
state last week to promote their support for President Trump and opposition 
to Governor J-B Pritzker.

10/26/2020 :60
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4657 Women and 
Minorities

Interview As COVID-19 cases surge across the country, domestic violence is ALSO on the 
rise. Domestic violence cases have increased worldwide by about 20% since 
countries imposed lockdown measures, according to the United Nations.

10/26/2020 15:00

4658 Politics/Elections Feature Illinois Newsroom’s Tuesday focus on the election continues, with a look at 
candidate debates. Or rather, a look at debates that don’t happen. Not every 
candidate wants to debate their opponent in a high-risk setting. In Illinois’ 
15th Congressional District, Republican candidate Mary Miller has avoided 
sharing a forum with her Democratic rival, Erika Weaver.

10/27/2020 4:00

4659 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Governor J-B Pritzker stopped in Champaign today (TUES) – to discuss plans to 
create two downstate manufacturing training academies. While here, he also 
addressed questions from reporters about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

10/27/2020 :60

4660 Health and Health 
Care

Feature The COVID-19 pandemic is fueling another public health crisis -- involving 
addiction. The added stress and uncertainty can make people in recovery 
more vulnerable to relapse.

10/28/2020 4:00

4661 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Several regions across Illinois are seeing a sharp rise in COVID-19 cases. The 
state has responded with increased restrictions -- including a ban on indoor 
dining.

10/28/2020 :60

4662 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Halloween is tomorrow (Saturday) -- and public health officials are 
encouraging everyone to celebrate safely.

10/29/2020 :60

4663 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Democrat Cynthia Given of Olney says her Republican state Senate opponent 
has the wrong priorities for the 55th District.

11/2/2020 :60

4664 Politics/Elections Feature On this Election Day, there’s lots of speculation on whether we’ll have 
election results on Election Night --- or if it will take longer to know who 
voters have chosen for president.

11/3/2020 4:00

4665 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

In Coles County, voters at Home Church in Charleston are divided in this year’s 
election and are focused on the presidential race.

11/3/2020 :60
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4666 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

As the polling place at the Church of the Living God on Bradley Avenue in 
Champaign closed down at 7 p.m. Tuesday, a pair of self-named “election 
defenders” stood watch.

11/3/2020 :60

4667 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

University of Illinois students are lined up at polling sites on campus. The 
YMCA has a line of more than two dozen students going out the door.

11/3/2020 :60

4668 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Voters in Illinois’ 15th District have chosen Coles County Republican Mary 
Miller to represent them in Congress. With 84 percent of precincts reporting 
last (Tuesday) night, Miller had 73 percent of the vote, to win the open seat in 
the mostly rural district.

11/4/2020 :60

4669 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Democrats have won Champaign County races for both Treasurer and 
Recorder of Deeds, according to unofficial election results.

11/4/2020 :60

4670 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

In east-central Illinois, several State House and Senate incumbents have won 
reelection.

11/4/2020 :60

4671 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Democrat Betsy Dirksen Londrigan thanked her supporters, volunteers and 
campaign staff, after losing to Congressman Rodney Davis for a second time. 
And she urged voters to stay active in the political process.

11/4/2020 :60

4672 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

With ballots still being counted, Democrat Erika Weaver has received just 27 
percent of the vote in her run for Congress in Illinois’ 15th District. But the 
public defender and school board member from Mattoon says she’s planning 
on running for office again in 2022.

11/5/2020 :60

4673 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois officials say they’re preparing to expand their testing 
program into the larger Champaign-Urbana community. Campus officials 
spoke during a COVID-19 briefing today (FRIDAY).

11/6/2020 :60

4674 Environment Spot 
News

The City of Urbana is exploring a new geothermal energy program to help de-
carbonize heating. It involves a bulk purchasing program that will make it 
cheaper and easier for homeowners and businesses to install geothermal 
energy systems.

11/9/2020 :60
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4675 Education Spot 
News

During a Board of Education meeting last night (MONDAY), Champaign Unit 4 
Schools officials discussed plans to return middle and high school students to 
some form of in-person instruction come January.

11/10/2020 :60

4676 Community Spot 
News

There will be events celebrating today (Wednesday) as Veterans Day in 
Champaign-Urbana --- but fewer than usual, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

11/11/2020 :60

4677 Agriculture Feature Men have long dominated the farming world. So, not surprisingly, farm 
equipment – things like tractors, tillers, or hand tools – are designed to be 
used by male farmers. Female-friendly tools are hard to come by.

11/11/2020 4:00

4678 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

One result of the November election in Illinois was 20 downstate counties 
passing an advisory referendum in support of separation from Chicago.

11/11/2020 :60

4679 Health and Health 
Care

Interview As the number of COVID-19 cases set a new state record yesterday 
(Wednesday) Champaign County also reported a big increase in the number of 
people testing positive for the virus. The 305 new cases actually occurred over 
a couple of days.

11/12/2020 4:00

4680 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Since March, nearly 700 people in central Illinois have been hospitalized for 
COVID-19 across Memorial Health System’s five hospitals. Of those, 120 have 
died... That’s according to a public database released by Memorial this week.

11/13/2020 4:00

4681 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

A University of Illinois professor was chosen by the incoming Biden-Harris 
administration to help transition the U-S Department of Agriculture to new 
leadership.

11/13/2020 :60

4682 Education Interview Illinois school districts face potential cuts to state funding. That’s in the wake 
of voters rejecting a ballot initiative called the “Fair Tax.” The amendment 
would have pumped billions of dollars into the state treasury by raising taxes 
on Illinois’ highest earners.

11/16/2020 4:00

4683 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Many University of Illinois students are expressing concerns with how the 
university has handled mental health services throughout the fall semester.

11/16/2020 :60
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4684 Environment Spot 
News

Earlier this year, the Supreme Court ruled that the Clean Water Act applies to 
groundwater contamination – which can leak into waterways like lakes or 
rivers.

11/17/2020 :60

4685 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Carle’s five central Illinois hospitals are seeing a rise in COVID-19 patients in 
recent weeks. At Carle Foundation Hospital in Urbana, 69 patients are 
currently hospitalized with the virus -- with 6 patients in the ICU.

11/18/2020 4:00

4686 University of Illinois Interview The University of Illinois’ Urbana campus initially predicted that its mass 
testing program and other mitigation efforts... would keep the total number 
of COVID-19 cases on campus to under 500 this semester. But the actual 
number of cases rose much higher.

11/19/2020 4:00

4687 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The U-S Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights is investigating a 
complaint alleging that Jewish and pro-Israel students on the University of 
Illinois’ Urbana campus have faced a hostile environment of anti-Semitism… 
and that the university’s response was inadequate.

11/20/2020 1:45

4688 Agriculture Interview Before the COVID-19 pandemic, rates of food insecurity were lower than they 
had been in more than two decades… according to hunger relief nonprofit 
Feeding America. Now that trend is reversing, and millions more Americans 
are facing hunger this year due to loss of employment and reduced access to 
school meals

11/23/2020 4:00

4689 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

In east-central Illinois, hospitals are filling up with COVID-19 patients -- as 
rates of community transmission continue to rise.

11/23/2020 :60

4690 Agriculture Spot 
News

While the Thanksgiving holiday will look different in many American 
households this year… the cost of the Thanksgiving meal may be a bit lower 
for some families.

11/24/2020 :60

4691 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Across Illinois’ Region 6 -- which includes 21 counties in east-central Illinois -- 
hospitals have less than 30% capacity remaining. That’s due to a recent influx 
in patients with COVID-19.

11/25/2020 4:00
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4692 University of Illinois Interview During the first three months of the pandemic, the number of Americans 
dying -- not just from COVID-19 -- increased compared to previous years.

11/27/2020 4:00

4693 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Essential workers are more likely to be exposed to the coronavirus -- and 
often face additional barriers to getting tested. Illinois Newsroom’s Christine 
Herman has more on a local effort to remove some of those barriers.

11/30/2020 15:00

4694 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Illinois’ economic recovery stalled last month, according to the University of 
Illinois Flash Index.

12/1/2020 :60

4695 Environment Spot 
News

The Urbana Park District and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
recently completed the first phase of a restoration project at Crystal Lake 
Park… to help restore habitat, native plants and improve the health of fish.

12/2/2020 :60

4696 Agriculture Spot 
News

Farmers are feeling more pessimistic in the aftermath of the presidential 
election.

12/3/2020 :60

4697 Arts and Culture Interview Vocalist and composer Somi grew up in Champaign-Urbana, and her mother 
still lives here. Somi was in St. Louis working on a theater project when the 
pandemic forced it into hiatus. Rather than fly back to her home in New York 
City, the early epicenter of the pandemic, she drove three hours to 
Champaign to stay with her mother, where she would spend the next eight 
months.

12/1/2020 8:00

4698 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Across Illinois, more than 80% of all I-C-U beds are now occupied... according 
to data from the state’s department of public health. That’s raising concerns 
about hospitals potentially filling up in the coming weeks.

12/4/2020 4:00

4699 Education Interview The past eight months have taken a toll on Illinois’ teachers… who were 
already in short supply prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. A new report from 
the University of Illinois’ Institute of Government and Public Affairs highlights 
the challenges teachers are facing and recommends specific actions to hire 
and retain quality educators.

12/7/2020 4:00
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4700 Education Interview Data from the University of Illinois’ Urbana campus shows that undergraduate 
students represent the vast majority of COVID-19 cases that occurred during 
the in-person semester.

12/8/2020 4:00

4701 Community Interview Helping out in the community this winter might look a bit different -- given 
COVID-19 precautions. But with a little creativity, there’s no shortage of ways 
to give back. The United Way of Champaign County has compiled a list of 
holiday volunteering opportunities.

12/14/2020 4:00

4702 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Like many other hospitals, Kirby Medical Center in Monticello has seen an 
uptick in hospitalizations in recent months.

12/10/2020 4:00

4703 Agriculture Spot 
News

A group of migrant farmworkers is suffering ongoing health problems after 
being sprayed with pesticides in a central Illinois cornfield last year.

12/11/2020 :60

4704 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

In Illinois, tens of thousands of doses of the coronavirus vaccine have arrived. 
As Illinois Newsroom’s Christine Herman reports, hospitals are getting ready 
to vaccinate their workforce.

12/14/2020 :60

4705 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois system needs authorization from the FDA -- OR an 
executive order from the governor… to expand its saliva COVID-19 tests to the 
rest of the state’s universities and K through 12 schools.

12/15/2020 :60

4706 Government Spot 
News

Three Champaign County towns are offering grants to small businesses to help 
pay for the equipment and supplies they need to protect employees and 
customers from the coronavirus.

12/15/2020 :60

4707 Health and Health 
Care

Interview The first shipments of the coronavirus vaccine from Pfizer-BioNTech (bye-ON-
tech) continue to arrive in hospitals across Illinois.

12/16/2020 15:00

4708 Education Spot 
News

About 10% of undergraduates at Greenville University contracted COVID19 
this semester, according to data from the campus. The small, private college 
in southern Illinois began using the University of Illinois COVID-19 Shield 
program at the beginning of the school year.

12/16/2020 :60

4709 Government Spot 
News

The Champaign County Board holds two meetings tonight (Thursday) --- its 
regular monthly meeting, called by County Executive Darlene Kloeppel, and a 

12/17/2020 :60
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special meeting, called by County Board Chair Kyle Patterson. The two 
separate meetings are the result of a dispute over who has the authority to 
set the county board’s agenda.

4710 Health and Health 
Care

Interview The first coronavirus vaccines have arrived at hospitals in Champaign County -
- and were administered to staff today (THURS).

12/17/2020 4:00

4711 Government Spot 
News

Democrat Cameron Raab was appointed and sworn in to fill a vacant seat on 
the Champaign County Board last (Thursday) night. But the appointment came 
with a testy legal debate that may not be over.

12/18/2020 :60

4712 Community Spot 
News

The annual Community Christmas Dinner in Champaign will NOT be held this 
year. As Illinois Newsroom’s Jim Meadows reports, it wasn’t the coronavirus 
that canceled it.

12/21/2020 :60

4713 Business/Economy Interview As the weather has gotten colder, it’s made an already challenging year even 
tougher for local restaurants … after the state banned indoor dining in early 
November amid rising cases of COVID-19.

12/21/2020 4:00

4714 Sports Spot 
News

The University of Illinois formally introduced Bret Bielema (BEE-leh-muh) as its 
new football coach today (MONDAY).

12/21/2020 :60

4715 Agriculture Feature The most recent Farm Bill legalized hemp production nationwide, but left 
individual states in charge of the oversight. As the crop continues to roll out 
across the Midwest, some states are seeing more success than others.

12/22/2020 4:00

4716 Health and Health 
Care

Interview Some emergency rooms report seeing a surge of patients in mental health 
crisis during the pandemic. 
Among them is Memorial Health -- which operates five hospitals across 
central Illinois.

12/23/2020 4:00

4717 Agriculture Interview It’s been a tough year for essential workers… nurses, first responders, grocery 
store workers. But among the hardest hit are agricultural workers, who have 
been working non-stop to keep food on our tables… while struggling to make 
ends meet themselves.

12/24/2020 4:00
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4718 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

What does it take to help people who are most vulnerable to COVID-19… get 
access to testing and treatment? Illinois Newsroom’s Christine Herman 
reports on a study underway to address that question.

12/28/2020 :60

4719 Community Spot 
News

A rainbow flag, Black Lives Matter pins and a roll of toilet paper are among 
items Parkland College students recently buried in a time capsule.

12/29/2020 :60

4720 Government Spot 
News

Officials in Urbana now have a feasibility study, for a proposed extension of 
the Kickapoo Rail Trail through the city.

12/30/2020 :60

4721 Environment Interview A new report out of the Global Carbon Project finds that carbon emissions 
worldwide dropped significantly in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. But a 
University of Illinois researcher says greenhouse gases still pose a threat.

12/31/2020 4:00


