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Section I. Issues  

WTMX has identified these significant issues facing our community in this quarter. 

A. Covid-19: Information and commentary on testing of vaccines 
B. Youth at Risk:  Protecting and uplifting society’s children 
C. Discrimination:  Minorities and their plight  
D. Mental Health:  Trying to achieve good mental health through nature and internal 

positivity and strength 
E. Charity for Children:  Giving to children during the holiday season  
F. The Arts:  Recommendations for movies, books and TV shows to distract us from these 

difficult times. 
G. Traditions:  The sacred religious holiday of Christmas and its traditions. 

 

Section II. Responsive Programs  

WTMX has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues.  
Details about said programming is set out below. 

 
A. Covid-19 

1. “Viewpoints” – Covid Testing on College Campuses  
10/04/20; 5:47 AM CT; 06:59 Minutes 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has developed a quick and affordable saliva-
based test that makes it possible for students, faculty and staff to get checked twice a week 
for COVID-19. We speak with one of its creators, Dr. Martin Burke about the largescale 
implementation of this method and the upcoming challenges with flu season quickly 
approaching. Host: Gary Price. Guest: Dr. Martin Burke, associate dean for research, Carle 
Illinois College of Medicine, professor of chemistry, leader of SHIELD Illinois. 

2. “Radio Health Journal” – Will We Be Ready for a Covid Vaccine? 
10/11/20; 6:17 AM CT; 11:00 Minutes 

A COVID-19 vaccine is on the horizon, but while billions have been spent on its 
development, little has been spent on distribution and there are still many unanswered 
questions. Experts discuss how vaccine distribution might be carried out, how long it’s likely 
to take, and the steps needed to make it work.  Host and producer: Reed Pence. Guests: Dr. 
Kelly Moore, Assoc. Director for Immunization Education, Immunization Action Coalition; 
Dr. William Schaffner, Prof. of Preventive Medicine and Infectious Diseases, Vanderbilt Univ. 
Medical Center; Dr. Marcus Plescia, Chief Medical Officer, Assoc. of State and Territorial 
Health Officials 

3. “Radio Health Journal” – From Now Until the Vaccine 
12/13/20; 6:17 AM CT; 13:00 Minutes 



New COVID-19 vaccines won’t be available for most people until spring, and the months 
until then may have a staggering cost in lives and illness. A noted infectious disease expert 
discusses probable time lines and events between now and the vaccine’s availability, and 
how adherence to social distancing and masking could change outcomes. Host and 
producer: Reed Pence. Guest: Dr. William Schaffner, Prof. of Preventive Medicine and 
Infectious Diseases, Vanderbilt Univ. Medical Center 
 
B. Youth at Risk 

1. “Spoken Word”: Trailing Clouds of Glory 
10/11/20; 7:00 AM CT; 02:52 Minutes 

Young people are taught that they can accomplish anything they set their minds to. Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way. If you can dream it, you can do it. And when we’re young, we 
believe it. The world seems full of promise and possibilities. 

2. “Spoken Word”: When Children Stray 
10/18/20; 7:00 AM CT; 02:38 Minutes   

Is there such a thing as a “perfect family”? Obedient children, abundantly patient parents, 
with endless bliss at home—we fantasize about it, because that’s exactly what it is: a 
fantasy. In reality we all have struggles, seen or unseen, that pull at the fabric of our family. 
And that cloth knows both tears and tears as we watch loved ones make choices that break 
our hearts. 

3. “Radio Health Journal”: Should We Report “Bad Parents” 
12/06/20; 6:17 AM CT; 12:31 Minutes 

Just about anyone can report a parent to a child abuse hotline. It’s meant to protect 
children, but often, parents are reported when no abuse or neglect exists in order to 
retaliate for a divorce or some other grievance. Some parents are reported for merely 
letting children play outside or walk to school without an adult in attendance, what was 
once thought of as normal. Some activists say this robs children of independence. An expert 
and a woman who went through an unjustified child abuse investigation discuss.  Host and 
producer: Reed Pence. Guests: Corey Widen, mother reported to child abuse hotline, 
Wilmette, IL; Rachel Ruttenberg, Director of Policy, Heartland Alliance 

4. “PSA”: Chicago Youth Programs 
12/01/20 – 12/15/20; Aired 9 Times; 30 Seconds 

Chicago Youth Programs’ mission is to provide comprehensive programs to address the 
social, emotional, recreational, health, and academic challenges that arise for children of 
poverty.  The only way to make a long-term, sustainable impact is to make a long-term 
investment.  The proof that what we do works is in the alumni who, against unbelievable 
odds, are now chefs, architects, and state troopers.  To learn more or to donate, visit 
ChicagoYouthPrograms.org 
 
C. Discrimination 

1. “Viewpoints”: The 12 Million Undocumented Immigrants in the U.S. 



10/18/20; 5:47 AM CT; 07:24 Minutes 
In 2016, President Trump ran on a platform that vowed to deport all of the undocumented 
immigrants in the country. However, four years later and this population is still relatively 
the same. Is it a practical plan to deport millions who have lived in the U.S. for more than a 
decade, are law-abiding and fill important jobs that would otherwise be vacant? Host: Gary 
Price. Guest: Richard Hanus, immigration attorney. 

2. “Viewpoints”: The Native American Vote: A Group Plagued by Voter 
Marginalization 
11/01/20; 5:47 AM CT; 11:35 Minutes 

There are more than 5.2 million Native Americans living in the U.S., yet only a small fraction 
cast a ballot each election cycle. What factors lead to this low turnout? Viewpoints speaks 
with two experts about how historical bias feels into the current challenges facing this 
group. Host: Gary Price. Guests: Dr. Jean Reith Schroedel, professor of political science, 
Claremont Graduate University, author, Voting in Indian Country: The View from the 
Trenches; Dr. Brian Joseph Gilley, professor of anthropology, Indiana University-
Bloomington. 

3. ”Viewpoints”: The Toll of Unending Discrimination 
12/20/20; 5:47 AM CT; 09:42 Minutes 

Segregation not only divides cities but leads to divided people as well. It fuels biases against 
people who may look or act different than us, leading to generations of inequity and 
discrimination. Viewpoints speaks with social justice activist, Tonika Johnson about the 
many impacts’ segregation has had on the city of Chicago. Host: Gary Price. Guest: Tonika 
Johnson, social justice activist, creator of Folded Project and Belonging. 
 
D. Mental Health 

1. “Spoken Word”: Scene in the Form of a Prayer  
10/04/20; 7:00 AM CT; 02:57 Minutes 

Why is it that so much of life’s profound beauty has roots in heartache and sorrow? There 
seems to be something about human nature that causes us to reach the highest during our 
lowest points. We see it when tragedies and disasters strike and people come together to 
love and help each other in ways they’ve never done before. We see it in sublime art and 
music, which often enough is inspired by hardship and trial, even as it fills us with solace 
and joy. 

2. “Spoken Word”: Moments to Choose  
11/01/20; 7:00 AM CT; 03:04 Minutes 

Every life is different; the only predictable pattern is that all of us experience a mix of joy 
and sadness, happiness and heartache—usually occurring unpredictably. No matter how 
carefully we plan, setbacks—large and small—can disrupt our plans. We settle into a good 
job, a relationship, a neighborhood, and then life surprises us. 

3.  “Spoken Word”: Just What the Doctor Ordered 
11/15/20; 7:00 AM CT; 02:34 Minutes 



Many of us are searching for ways to feel a little better—physically and emotionally. When 
aches and pains escalate, we feel thankful for modern medicines that can help restore our 
health. But there is another kind of treatment that some people are calling free medicine, 
or “a prescription you can’t fill in a pharmacy”: time spent in nature. 
 
E. Charity for Children 

1. “Hubbard Helps”: Dreams for Kids Hosting Holiday Toy Drive  
11/22/20; 6:45 AM CT; 08:50 Minutes 

Dreams for Kids was launched on Christmas Eve, 1989, with the mission of replacing charity 
with opportunity. Over the years, Dreams for Kids has helped empower and mentor over 
73,000 kids and counting through engagement, education, and impact. This holiday season, 
the organization is hosting their Holiday of Hope Toy Drive, happening now through 
December 7th.  Contact: Shelly Gonsch, shellyg@dreamsforkids.org  

2.  “Hubbard Helps”: Chicago Teen Mentors Offer Free Tutoring to CPS Kids 
12/27/20; 6:45 AM CT; 09:34 Minutes  

Ava Penn was first introduced to STEM classes in elementary school. The experience shaped 
and inspired her so much that when she got to high school, she started Chicago Teen 
Mentors, a program designed to help Chicago Public School students in need. The program 
offers free tutoring in math and reading to 3rd-9th grade students, and the COVID-19 
pandemic hasn’t stopped their mission. Contact: Ava Penn,chicagoteenmentors@gmail.com 

3. “Hubbard Helps”: Chicagoland Toys for Tots Motorcycle Parade Cancelled, but 
Still Helping Kids    
12/06/20; 6:45 AM CT; 10:16 Minutes 

Christmas is fast approaching, and while this year has been especially hard for everyone, 
Chicagoland Toys for Tots Motorcycle Parade is determined to keep the holiday spirit alive. 
Their motto: "Every Child Deserves a Toy for Christmas". And that’s exactly what they’ve set 
out to do. Although the motorcycle parade has been cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, they are still collecting monetary and toy donations now through December 
20th.  Contact: Stanley Peters, speters@bsd.uchicago.edu 

4. “PSA”: Ronald McDonald House Charities     
12/01/20 – 12/15/20; Aired 10 Times; 30 Seconds 

It’s been a tough year.  But, while we’re spending a little more time inside this season, we 
should give thanks.  Because for hospitalized children and their families, there’s no place 
they’d rather be than home for the holidays.  That’s why Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Chicagoland and Northwest Indiana need your help now more than ever.  They give 
families a place to stay close to their critically ill child, so they can get better together.  If 
you can, bring joy to their world this holiday season.  Give today at 
RonaldHouseChicago.org/Give 

 
F. The Arts  

1.  “Viewpoints”: Watching Film Festivals from Home   



11/01/20; 6:09 AM CT; 02:09 Minutes 
We discuss the upsides of film festivals going digital this year as well as some of our favorite 
hidden gems in the lineup.  Host: Evan Rook                                                                                

2. “Viewpoints”: Re-Exploring Old Sitcoms 
11/15/20; 6:09 AM CT; 02:30 Minutes  

It’s a good time to tuck in and explore some of our favorite, most comforting shows. We 
discuss a few recommendations now available to stream. Host: Evan Rook                                

3. “Viewpoints”: Our Favorite Page-Turners 
11/29/20; 6:09 AM CT; 02:44 Minutes 

The colder months are a great time to tuck into a new novel. We recommend a few of our 
favorite books that are easy to get through and will keep you hooked from start to finish. 
Host: Evan Rook                
 
G. Traditions  

1. “Spoken Word”: The Holly & The Ivy 
11/29/20; 7:00 AM CT; 02:28 Minutes 

People watch for the first signs of Christmas with great anticipation. Favorite holiday carols 
fill the air. Colorful, glistening lights illuminate the night sky. And wreaths of holly and ivy 
appear on doors and storefronts. To many people, traditional symbols like these signal the 
advent of the Christmas season. But how did these traditions begin?                                                         

2.  “Spoken Word”: The Gift of Love at Christmas   
12/06/20; 7:00 AM CT; 02:47 Minutes 

Sometime after the birth of the Christ child on that first Christmas Day, the baby and His 
parents were visited by Wise Men from the East. They came to honor the sacred occasion 
with loving gifts of frankincense, gold, and myrrh. Their kind offering gave rise to a tradition 
that now seems inseparable from the Christmas season: giving gifts to those we love. 

3. “Spoken Word”: Tidings of Great Joy 
12/13/20; 7:00 AM CT; 02:37 Minutes  

Some years ago, a group of friends were eating dinner together at Christmastime, 
bemoaning the busyness of the season. With exasperation and perhaps a little resentment, 
they spoke of hectic schedules and heavy burdens. After listening patiently, one wise, 
seasoned woman humbly offered her opinion. “I love Christmas,” she said. “It is the most 
joyful of all seasons. I love seeing the eyes of little children light up on Christmas morning. I 
love giving gifts. I love being with my family. We just need to simplify and remember what 
we are celebrating 

 


