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WGFL-TV
Third Quarter 2013 Quarterly Issues Report

Covering July 1, 2013 through September 30, 2013

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with
community members, it was determined that among the concerns of the
Gainesville Community at large were the following issues:

Community Activities and Events

Consumer Information

Healthcare and Medical News

Education

The following pages reflect descriptions of programming and broadcast on WGFL
during Third Quarter 2013 that responds to the needs and concerns of the
Gainesville community.



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES

Issue: Consumer Information

Program: Alachua County Talks

Type of Program: Public Affairs weekly half hour

Airdate: Fridays and Sundays, Third Quarter 2013
July 1, 2013 through September 30, 2013

Air Time: Fridays, 4:30am and Sundays 1:30am

Duration: 30 Minutes

Description: This weekly program is a locally produced discussion
program concerning various issues important to the
city and county.  It features different people from our
community who are involved in bettering our lives here
in North Central Florida.  This quarters topics involved 1)
Carson Springs Wildlife Foundation and 2) SWAG Family
Resource Center.



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES

Issue: Local Crimes

Program: Police Beat

Type of Program: Locally produced weekly half hour with
Gainesville Police Department

Airdate: Fridays and Saturdays, Third Quarter 2013
July 1, 2013 through September 30, 2013

Air Time: Fridays 2:30am and Saturdays 11:30pm

Duration: 30 Minutes

Description: In cooperation with the Gainesville Police Department,
we air this local produced show featuring current day-
to-day problems and issues that face our local law
enforcement agency.



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES

Issue: Community Public Affairs/Events

Program: Ilene Silverman Show

Type of Program: Public Affairs Half Hour

Airdate: Fridays and Saturdays, Third Quarter 2013

Air Time: Fridays, 2:30am and Saturdays 6:30am

Duration: 30 Minutes

Description: Ilene Silverman Show is a locally produced public
affairs program which covers a wide array of community
issues, including educational, crime, health, etc.  See
attachment “B” for specific 3rd quarter shows.



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES

3rd Quarter 2013

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station
WGFL-TV, Gainesville, Florida, along with the most significant programming
treatment for the period July 1, 2013 to September 30, 2013.  The listing is by no
means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any
priority or significance.  Significant issues of viewer concerns included:  crime,
health and economy among others which are detailed below and within the
attachments.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Program: Public Service Announcements

Date: Mon-Sun in all adult time periods

Duration: Various Lengths (:10, :15, :20, :30, :60)

Description: Public Service Announcements from local and national
agencies on topics ranging from college access, reading,
child passenger safety, help for homeless vets, ADHD
awareness, physical activity, texting and driving, energy
efficiency, disaster relief, big brothers/big sisters, emergency
preparedness, recycling, hunger and the Backpack For Kids
program and support services for pregnant women.

Program: CBS Network Public Service Announcements

Date: Mon-Sun in all adult time periods

Duration: :30 seconds

Description: Network stars from all dayparts and divisions providing  public
service information on a wide range of important issues such



as Adoption, AIDS, Bullying, Colon Cancer, Designated Drivers,
Diversity, Endangered Species, Environment, Heart Disease,
Prostate Cancer, Stroke, Sickle Cell, and Texting.

CURRENT EVENTS

Program: GTN News at 5:30, 6 and 11 on CBS4

Date: Mon-Fri

Time: 5:30pm, 6pm and 11pm

Duration: 30 Minutes

Description: Daily newscast reporting local stories as well as national and
international news.  See attached for listing of relevant issues.



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES

GTN NEWS

July, August and September

2013

CONSUMER INFORMATION
7/7/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

PROPERTY TAX HIKES – Alachua County Commissioners will also take up talks on
property tax rates this week.  The new rates will help cover general county
spending, and fire and police protection.  County staffers say the tax rates will
take effect at the start of the 2014 fiscal year.  The proposed tax hikes also have
many small business owners uneasy.

7/10/13 5:30pm, 6pm 11pm

NEW FLASHING YELLOW LIGHTS -It may be a case of mixed signals for many
drivers around North Central Florida, as a new feature is added to many traffic
lights.  Drivers in Gainesville may notice a flashing yellow left-turn arrow at many
of the city’s busiest intersections.  The arrow is supposed to remind drivers they
can turn left if the approaching traffic is clear.  In 2010, the federal government
cleared the way for cities to begin installing these flashing arrows as a way to
keep drivers from having to wait at left-turn signals as well as improve driver
safety. While some drivers see the new arrow as a welcome addition, others say
the new light only adds confusion for drivers who have never seen it before.  The
lights are being paid for using federal grant money for the city’s traffic
management system.

7/16/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

Gainesville’s Homeless plan – Gainesville is in year 8 of its 10 year plan to end
homelessness—and there is still no Homeless Center.  Now, the Office of



Homelessness is going to close because its funding has been cut.  The County will
no longer fund the Office of Homelessness in its new budget.  The City of
Gainesville is planning to, but the director of the office says it will close and make
way for the new Homeless facility.  Director of Office on Homelessness says “it’s
one stop where you come and get all the services that you need, so you come in
we do intake on you, determine what you need and the direct you to the
appropriate people.”  Services will be handled by the Alachua County Coalition for
the Homeless and Hungry which would manage the homeless center if and when
the city purchases the Gainesville Correctional Institute.  The city has 150
thousand dollars set aside in their 2014 budget to help fund the Homeless Center.

8/4/13 5:30pm, 6pm 11pm

Gainesville’s anti-Butt Campaign – Keep Alachua Beautiful has launched a
Cigarette Litter Prevention Program after receiving a $2,000 grant.  They will be
installing ten new receptacles in Downtown Gainesville.  The Executive Director of
Keep Alachua County Beautiful says “a clean community attracts less crime on the
streets.”  She believes that the reason cigarette smokers don’t put their butts in
trash cans is that they believe it will start a fire so they throw them on the ground.
So this campaign will try to change those habits.

8/10/13 5:30pm, 6pm 11pm

Watch Out for Buses – City officials and RTS patrons are reminding drivers to
watch out for the buses.  Bus accidents are most common this time of year and
with school starting in the next few weeks, the concentration of RTS and school
buses on the roadways will increase and drivers awareness should too. Distracted
driving should be avoided and learning the rules of the road for buses should be
known.  According to state law, drivers must yield to buses trying to re-enter
traffic.

8/11/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

Security For the Gators – With the University of Florida football season starting in
a little over three weeks, the UAA has been preparing for new security changes



this season.  With the NFL tightening up their security and adding more
restrictions, the UAA will be taking extra security measures, both inside and
outside the stadium. With over 80,000 people filling up the stadium and law
enforcement will be even more proactive and hope fans will pay more attention
to their surroundings and report any suspicious activity to them.

9/11/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

Testing Florida’s Students – Rep. Keith Perry,  Rep. Clovis Watson and Senator
Rob Bradley attended a forum to learn what Alachua County nonprofits say they
need from legislators this session. A key issue brought up was an early learning
program and the debate about over-testing Florida students.  Rep. Watson said it
was something they were looking into.  He said that they look at testing and the
fcat and a lot of standardized tests and threat they don’t want to get so caught up
in testing that it tests our kids to failure.

9/19/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

PEDESTRIAN INJURIES - More than 80,000 pedestrians are injured and 500 killed
each year in Florida, giving the state one of the highest rates of pedestrian injuries
in the nation. But Gainesville appears to be much safer.  One group is using local
safety tactics to help the rest of the state.  Officials did a year log study of
Gainesville’s system.  They found drivers were more likely to follow the rules.
That’s when they knew about the law – and the likelihood of getting tickets.
There are significantly less pedestrian versus vehicle crashes and the city’s public
works department has been working striping and putting up signs to make sure
everyone knows the laws about pedestrians.

9/24/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

New, noisy Biomass plant problems - The residents of Turkey Creek, a quiet
community in Gainesville, have had anything but peace and quiet in the recent
weeks.  The Gainesville Renewable Energy Center has been performing tests at
the neaby biomass plant as they prepare to begin full operation.  Residents are
calling the plant a disaster to their community.  Many of them took a stand in



front of city commissioners with a long list of concerns regarding the plant.  The
recent appearance of ash blanketing their cars, the possible health effects,
plummeting home property values and the list goes on.  One resident said the
noise was so bad that he and his wife, who battled MS and cancer, had to move
out of their bedrooms.  Leaders in the city of Alachua say they want to help the
people struggling but it’s difficult to enforce since the plant is located in
Gainesville. The plant responded to complaints through a letter saying, we will
continue to monitor sound levels and look for ways to reduce ongoing noise to
the greatest extent feasible”.  Commissioners passed a motion to inform state
and federal leaders about the issue.

EDUCATION

7/29/13 5:30PM, 6pm, 11pm

Now that school is about to start, new changes will make it harder for
unauthorized visitors to make it past the front office.  Security is being beefed up
in Alachua County schools at a cost of more than a million dollars.  One of the
most notable changes is the raptor visitor check in program.  The system aims to
prevent sexual predators from entering school campuses and it’s been successful
in test-runs.  The Alachua County Sheriff’s Dept. will be supplying 12 additional
deputies in the coming year to help patrol elementary schools.  That is in addition
to the four Gainesville Police being reassigned to elementary schools.

8/9/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

With just one month until school is back in session in North Central Florida,
teachers are gearing up for their classrooms and often paying for supplies with
their own money.  Teachers tell us it’s the basics like paper and pens that cost
them the most.  Teachers used to have unlimited budgets for supplies, but it has
shrunk dramatically. There will be a local teacher exchange day here is Gainesville
where teachers can trade or sell gently used supplies with one another so nothing
goes to waste.

9/18/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm



A student from the students for a democratic society says there is a group of
students who have a hard enough time just getting in to a university – out of state
tuition prices make college dreams less of a reality.  She said it definitely closes off
the most underprivileged students in our country from higher education . This
group is made up of students born outside of the United States that have not
obtained citizenship or “Undocumented” students.  Because they are here
illegally they can’t speak out about paying higher state tuition, but it is estimated
roadblocks for illegal immigrants to simply become residents to pay in state
tuition.  She understands that while some people may regard those students as
“illegal”. They did everything they could and they should have a fair chance at a
higher education.  One of the conditions could be for them to apply for
naturalization and residency afterwards.

HEALTH

7/3/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

ADVANCES IN BRAIN RESEARCH - Researchers at the University of Florida say the
better treatment of a deadly form of brain cancer could rest on a molecule.
Scientists say ZEB1 gene could hold the key to treating Gioblastoma.  The UF Brain
Institute discovered the common thread in cancer cells that move away from
static tumor masses.  ZEB1 was one of the molecules that they just found that was
highly expressed, was very clearly, strongly in those mobile cells but it was
completely absent in cells that form a mass and do not invade at all.

8/15/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

PAIN/HEART STUDY – UF researchers are trying to disprove a two thousand year
old opinion on pain… the throbbing feeling you experience in pain comes from the
heart,  Aristotle made this observation more than two thousand years ago.  Now a
team of UF researchers say that may not be true.  It seems that no one else has
really tested the assertion out until they did.  They compared people’s throbbing
pain to their heart rates.  Most people had relatively low throbbing rates, about
forty beats per minute or even less.  But most people’s heart rates are in the
physiologic range which means 70 or 80.



They took the numbers to a UF engineer for more testing with an EEG machine
that measured brain activity. Doctors hope the research will go towards better
pain therapy methods in the future.

9/27/13 5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm

DYSTONIA - The UF Health Center for Movement Disorders and
Neurorestoration has recently been designated a Bachmann-Strauss Dystonia and
Parkinson’s Disease Center of Excellence based on a donation from the
Bachmann-Strauss Dystonia & Parkinson Foundation and with support from
Tyler’s Hope for a Dystonia Cure. This funding will galvanize drug discovery,
imaging and translational neuroscience and will train the scientists who will make
this difference for the patients suffering from these diseases.  Bringing together
some of the world’s leading experts in dystonia and Parkinson’s disease under
one roof will help to ensure that patients receive the best possible care.



Attachment B

Ilene Silverman Show descriptions:

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show

Title: Alachua County Food Service – Show #375

Dates: 7/20/13, 7/27/13

Guests

Maria Eunice – Food and Nutrition Director, School Board of Alachua County

Moss Crutchfield – Food Service Specialist – District Chef, School Board of Alachua County

Shereka O’Neil – Food and Nutrition service specialist, School Board of Alachua County

Synopsis:

This show featured the Alachua County Food Service.  Guests discussed the many advancements the
School Board of Alachua County were making to their cafeteria system.  Guests discussed how they are
trying to offer healthier choices for school lunches and focus on better customer service.  The show also
highlighted the programs the school board is utilizing to recycle their trash.

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show

Title: Gainesville Fine Arts – Show #377

Dates: 8/3/2013, 8/10/2013, 8/17/2013

Guests

Cindy Moss Smith – Director of Public Relations, Gainesville Fine Arts Association

Roz Miller – Art for All Seasons Chair, Gainesville Fine Arts Association

Synopsis:

This show featured a local organization called the Gainesville Fine Arts Association.  The organization is
centered on bringing art shows to the city of Gainesville.  Guests included the organizations past and
current director’s of PR.  The show highlighted several upcoming art shows that the organization is
hosted.



Client: The Ilene Silverman Show

Title: Meridian Behavioral Healthcare - Show #378

Dates: 8/24/2013, 8/31/13

Guests

Joe Munson – Vice President, Residential Services

Sherry Houston – Senior Vice President

Synopsis:

This show featured Meridian Behavioral Healthcare.  The organization is centered on offering services to
patients who suffer mental disabilities.  The show highlighted the organizations main fundraiser, “An
Evening with Darrell Hammond”.  The event features a comedian from Saturday Night Live and will take
place at Santa Fe College Fine Arts Center.

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show

Title: Catholic Charities – Show #379

Dates: 9/7/2013, 9/14/13

Guests

Laurie Porter – Development Coordinator

John Barli – Regional Director

Synopsis:

This show featured a local charity organization called Catholic Charities.  Catholic Charities is centered
on offering services to those in need.  They offer a wide range of services from providing backpacks full
of food to children to financial advice.  Catholic Charities services several counties around Northern
Florida.  Guests discussed their desire to expand into other counties and their desire to be able to help a
larger amount of individuals.

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show

Title: Healthy Families – Show #380

Dates: 9/21/13, 9/28/2013

Guests



Cathy Winfrey – Program Manager

Kelly Christian – Participant

Synopsis:

This show featured Healthy Families.  Healthy Families is a local charitable organization centered on
helping young families in need.  The program provides services to help young families get back on their
feet by offering counseling services.  One guest discussed how Healthy Families helped her by offering
assistance for how to raise her recent newborn.  The organization is focused on helping families who are
struggling financially or are in need of assistance raising their children.


