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ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
2nd Quarter 2018

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
second quarter of 2018: 

1. Public Safety
2. Politics
3. Homeless
4. Fires and Earthquakes
5. Immigration/DACA
6. Sexual Harassment

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 



Page 2 of 6

ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
2nd Quarter 2018

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  June 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  Total Coverage: 1 Day 22 Hours 43 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted a significant amount of airtime covering the numerous public 
safety issues that pertain to the Los Angeles area, including various police pursuits, a local 
building explosion and a horrific child abuse case.

The station covered various police chases, including one that involved the pursuit of a recreational 
vehicle. The RV pursuit that started in Los Angeles and ended in Bakersfield, involved a domestic 
violence suspect at the wheel, as well as two children inside the RV.  Stephen Houk, the driver and 
convicted sex offender, was eventually apprehended in the Barstow area.  He was found hiding in 
a train car, and faced numerous charges.

Another story that ABC7 covered extensively involved an explosion of an Orange County office 
building, located in Aliso Viejo.  The explosion killed one woman, injured two others and a nearby 
school was evacuated as a precaution.  Initially it was believed that a car had plowed into the 
building, but it was later determined this was no accident and that an explosive device was 
delivered to the address and that is what exploded killing the woman.  The FBI had said that there 
was no initial indication of terrorism, but the agency would continue to investigate.

ABC7 Eyewitness News also reported on a case of child abuse that stands out.  Anthony Avalos, a 
ten year old boy died under suspicious circumstances. His mother said he fell and suffered a head 
injury but relatives believe he was the victim of abuse and claim they had reported it to the 
Department of Children and Family Services. Sheriff’s investigators have now removed seven 
children from the home ranging in ages from 11 months to 12 years old.  Upon further 
investigation, it was discovered that DCFS investigators were called to the house a number of time 
after reports of suspected abuse.  A DCFS spokesperson said more than a dozen allegations of 
child abuse were investigated at the home between 2013 and 2016.  A review of all contacts with 
the family is underway.  Sheriff’s investigators in the suspicious death arrested Kareem Levia, the 
boyfriend of the boy’s mother and charged him with murder. Investigators also said the little boy 
had recently revealed he might be gay, and wonder if homophobia might have led to the boy’s 
injuries and death.
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POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 29, 30, 31.  June 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30.  Total Coverage:  11 Hours 4 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on a variety of political issues at the local level.  Significant 
airtime was devoted to covering the primary elections held in June, as well as on the controversy 
of the sanctuary law as it affects the various cities in the Los Angeles viewing area.   

The station covered one of the biggest decisions that Californians had to make on election day, to 
see who would be the top gubernatorial candidates going into the primary elections in November.  
Only the top two - regardless of party - will make it past this round and end up on the November 
ballot.  Ultimately, the frontrunners in the polls, Democratic Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom, 
and Republican John Cox, prevailed, but not without a fight from former Los Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa, who tried to elbow his way back into the second spot to extend his battle 
through the fall.  

The other topic of interest that ABC7 Eyewitness News included in its reporting was on the 
controversy of the sanctuary law in the various cities in California.  Many cities are against 
enforcing the law.  Huntington Beach City Council voted 6-1 to sue the state of California over 
Sanctuary State Law (also known as SB 54).  Mayor Mike Posey said the law, which limits how 
much local law enforcement can cooperate with Federal Immigration Authorities, does not protect 
the citizens of HB or the people of California.  Two other Orange County cities are also oppose 
CA’s sanctuary state law, the City of Orange and Newport Beach.  The City of Beaumont also 
voted to opt out of CA’s Sanctuary State Law. President Trump weighed in on all the CA cities 
voting to opt out saying quote: “There is a revolution going on in CA. So many sanctuary areas 
want out of this ridiculous, crime infested and breeding concept.  Jerry Brown is trying to back out 
of the National Guard at the border, but the people of the State are not happy.  Want security and 
safety now!”  

HOMELESS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 2, 3, 5, 12, 17, 21, 24.  May 7, 12, 13, 15, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 31.  June 3, 4, 5, 13, 14, 17, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 30.  Total Coverage: 1 Hour 43 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the growing issue of the homeless population in its viewing area.
With many tent encampment on city streets in neighborhoods across Los Angeles, the issue of 
homelessness is impacting all parts of the city.  While LA is working to create permanent housing 
for the homeless, many do not want those facilities built in their neighborhoods.  Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti signed several ordinances designed to speed the creation of housing for the 
homeless.  He also pushed his plan to open more housing for the homeless by buying and 
converting some old hotels in a new push to use some of the monies generated from Measure H to 
get more homeless off the streets and into more permanent housing.  Measure H raises the sales tax 
by one-quarter (1/4) of a cent. The revenues would go to provide services for the homeless. The 
tax applies to all the cities within the County of Los Angeles and would be in effect for ten years. 
LA County Supervisor Sheila Kuhl hopes that in the next five years many more units for homeless 
housing can be established so many can move off the sidewalks and into permanent homes. 
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FIRES AND EARTHQUAKES
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 14, 16, 18, 21, 22, 23.  May 5, 8, 9, 22, 23,  
25, 26.  June 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12. 13, 16, 19, 20, 22.  Total Coverage:  9 Hours 59 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported extensively on the numerous fires that hit the station’s viewing 
area.  Entire newscasts were dedicated to the brushfire in the Newhall area that lead to the 
evacuation of neighborhoods as fast moving flames threatened homes. Fast work with nonstop 
water drops from LA County Fire copters worked to slow the forward progress of the fire.  Many 
firefighters were on the ground as well, protecting structures and extinguishing flames as they got 
close to homes.  ABC7 reporters reported from the fire lines on the ground and from Air 7 
helicopter overhead.  Mandatory evacuations had been ordered for a number of neighborhoods.  
More than 160 acres were charred.   Two lanes of the NB 5 freeway were shut down so firefighters 
could attack roadside flames.  An Evacuation Center was set up for large animals at the Castaic 
Animal Shelter. 

Earthquakes are also a topic of interest living in California, and ABC7 comprehensively informed 
its viewers on earthquake preparedness.  Safety experts explained to Eyewitness News viewers the 
simple tips to make one’s home, apartment or bedroom safer, when the big one hits.  The expert 
explained that it does not have to cost a lot of money to keep loved ones safe.  Anchor David Ono 
had gone to Sacramento to cover hearings about California’s readiness for the Big One. 
Seismologist Lucy Jones testified before state lawmakers demanding tougher building codes. Dr. 
Jones maintains our current codes mean many building will not totally collapse, but they will be 
unusable after the Big One, and will have to be torn down.  She testified that CA should pass a 
strict code so that buildings not only do not collapse, but also remain usable after the Big One 
inevitably hits.   In a separate interview, Dr.  Jones also discussed the high tech early warning 
system that will alert SOCAL residents on their cell phones when a big quakes is coming. Japan 
has had the system in place for years, so don’t we have that here in the States?  It’s a question of 
money.  
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IMMIGRATION
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 24, 25.  May 1, 
2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 15, 16, 23.  June 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  Total Coverage: 4 Hours 48 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the continuing controversy of the Trump administration’s 
policy on immigration and the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and how it is 
affecting Southern Californians.  There are more Dreamers in California than any other state.

At the local level, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti condemned comments by President Trump 
that all efforts to protect young Dreamer immigrants from deportation are dead.  Garcetti accused 
Mr. Trump of holding hostage the future of young dreamers.  Meanwhile, President Trump said he 
would not agree to any DACA deal until Democrats passed laws to end the “catch & release” of 
undocumented immigrants.  The President had warned that “Caravans of Immigrants” are coming 
to the Southern US Border to try and get into America.  Mr. Trump tweeted “No DACA Deal!”  
He had also ordered National Guard troops from California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas to be 
deployed to assist Border Patrol guards at the US-Mexico border.  California Governor Jerry 
Brown then agreed to send 400 CA National Guard troops to CA Border with Mexico. Brown said 
that they would only be used to combat gang, human traffickers, and illegal gun and drug 
smugglers.  Governor Brown had said that they will not engage in any direct law enforcement or 
immigration roles.  As part of Trump’s “zero-tolerance” approach, hundreds of children were 
separated from their parents who had illegally crossed the US-Mexico border.  The public outcry 
led the President course correcting himself by signing and executive order to halt families from 
being torn apart.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT

https://www.uscis.gov/archive/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca
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Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30.  
May 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 15, 16, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30.  June 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 13, 14, 15, 
18, 21, 26, 27.  Total Coverage:  3 Hours 

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the sexual harassment issue that continues to plague the 
country and on a local level, in Hollywood and a major Los Angeles university.  

The station covered Bill Cosby’s Sexual Assault.  The last trial ended in hung jury.  Cosby was 
accused of drugging and sexually assaulting Andrea Constand.  Multiple women in Los Angeles 
had also filed civil cases against the 80-year old comedian, with similar allegations for drugging 
and sexual assault.  Reality star and the first Super Model Janice Dickinson took the stand to claim 
Bill Cosby drugged and raped her in 1982. She was the fourth woman to take the stand and point 
the finger at Bill Cosby and accuse him of being a rapist and serial sexual predator.  The jury 
ultimately found Bill Cosby Guilty of drugging and sexually molesting Andrea Constand fourteen 
years ago. 

On the local level, ABC7 also reported on Dr. George Tyndall, USC's one full-time gynecologist,   
who was allowed to continue seeing student patients for decades despite accusations of 
inappropriate behavior during pelvic exams and making sexually suggestive remarks about 
students' bodies.  The LAPD urged women to step forward and call them with their stories about 
Dr. George Tyndall. Hundreds of women have called the USC hotline to make reports but so far 
there have been no police reports. A number of former USC students and patients of Dr. George 
Tyndall sued the school calling the doctor a serial sexual predator, and saying that USC should 
have acted on complaints much sooner, and that while complains were made USC never reported 
Tyndall to authorities.  USC’s President C.L. Max Nikias eventually steps down.


