
Second Quarter 2013 WDCB News Content 

04/01 

The Kane County Cougars are ready to open a new season in Geneva and for the first time the team is an 
affiliate of the Chicago Cubs. Brian O’Keefe spoke with the Cougars Shawn Touney about the change and 
the upcoming season. (5:40) 

The culmination of the DuPage Children’s Museum’s yearlong mask project is an auction to benefit arts 
education in the region. Gary Zidek spoke with Bri Bromberek about the exhibit and the auction (6:20) 

April is National Poetry Month. Communities across the country are celebrating with events featuring 
poets, their works, and the impact of the art form. In Naperville, area teens are getting into the act. The 
public library is hosting a poetry contest for high school students. Yolanda Perdomo spoke with the 
library’s Rachel Snyder. (4:43) 
 
04/02 
Google notified the first 8000 recipients of its new device “Google Glass” and Gary Zidek spoke with 
emerging technology and social media expert Barbara Rozgonyi about the impact of the technology on 
the tech-landscape. (7:27 
 
McCormick Foundation political scholar Shawn Healy develops programs to improve civic engagement. 
WDCB News Reporter Gary Zidek spoke with him about the reasons why people don’t vote and what the 
programs can do to change that. (5:41) 
 
Cosley Zoo in Wheaton has added a pair of Bobcats to its display of native animals. WDCB’s Brian 
O’Keefe spoke with zoo director Sue Wahlgren about the facility’s long range plan to serve people in 
central DuPage County. (5:50) 
 
04/03 
College of DuPage and the Illinois Department of Employment Security partnered to develop a program 
to help residents move past unemployment. Brian O’Keefe spoke with COD’s Judy Marlatt about the 
partnership and the program. (5:50) 
 
Gasoline prices have spiked in the Chicago Metro area in the past two weeks, Brian O’Keefe spoke with 
the AAA Motor Club’s Beth Mosher about the sudden increase and the possibility that prices will 
moderate in the coming weeks. (5:34) 
 
April is Autism Awareness month; Naperville’s Little Friends has worked to serve people with autistism 
and developmentally disabilities since the 1960s. Gary Zidek spoke with the organization’s Kristi Landorf 
about Little Friends origins and its plan for the future. (6:42) 
 
04/04 
The Illinois Business Immigration Coalition is recruiting business leaders to advocate for ‘common sense’ 
immigration reform. Gary Zidek talked with the Illinois Restaurant Association’s Sam Toia about the 
campaign. (4:46) 
 



Naperville Police suspect members of the Florida based ‘Felony Lane Gang’ are back in DuPage County. 
Brian O’Keefe spoke with the department’s Lou Cammiso about a recent rash of ‘smash and grab’ 
robberies and the crime ring. (5:54) 
 
The Batavia based Fermi National Laboratory faces another difficult budget year as Congress pushes for 
deep spending cuts. Brian O’Keefe spoke with Fermi Director Pierre Odone about the future of Fermi 
and particle physics research in the United States. (6:01) 
 
04/05 
A device on the international space station is poised to deliver data that could confirm the exisitence of 
‘dark matter.’ Brian O’Keefe spoke with Fermi Lab’s theoretical astrophysics researcher Dr. Dan Hooper  
about the significance of the data. (5:17) 
 
The Illinois Judge’s Association is working to bring attention to the problem of child abuse in the state. 
Gary Zidek spoke with DuPage County Judge Bob Anderson about the month long awareness initiative. 
(6:26) 
 
The Chicago Architecture Foundation sponsors the national contest where teens present designs to 
improve a school space. Jen Masengarb is the senior manager of educational research at the 
organization. She spoke to WDCB news about the focus of this year’s. (5:47) 
 
04/08 
The DuPage Anti-War Network (DAWN) is making the transition from an anti-war group to an 
organization focused on voter registration and civic engagement. Gary Zidek spoke with co-founder 
Kathy Slovik about the groups evolution. (6:50) 
 
The European Union continues to turn to Germany when member nations need economic support. The 
reliance has created fear among some about the country’s growing power. Brian O’Keefe spoke with 
College of DuPage Economics professor Mitch Fisher about Germany’s strength in the E-U. (6:06) 
 
While some communities are simply cutting down ash trees in response to emerald ash borer 
infestations, Naperville is trying to treat and save the trees. Brian O’Keefe spoke with the city’s Christine 
Schwartzhoff about the strategy and expectations for success. (5:52) 
 
04/09 
Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s died Monday (04/08) after suffering a serious stroke. 
Brian O’Keefe spoke with College of DuPage Political Science professor Dr. David Goldberg about 
Thatcher’s legacy on the British system. (6:45) 
 
Turn-out for the municipal elections was expected to be very low, less than 20% of the county’s 
registered voters. Gary Zidek spoke with DuPage Election Commission Executive Director Bob Saar about 
the county’s plan for what many say will be a lack-luster election day. (6:08) 
 
DuPage county and SCARCE are  co-sponsoring the seventh annual Sustainable Design Challenge.  Kay 
McKeen is the director of the Glen Ellyn-based environmental education group.  She tells WDCB News 
Reporter Gary Zidek the program challenges students to think green. (5:53) 
 
 



04/10 
Voters in Naperville changed their minds in Tuesday’s (04/09) election and approved a referendum that 
calls for city council members to be elected ‘at large’ rather than by district. “Yes-At Large” founder 
Rebecca Obarski discussed the outcome of the election with Gary Zidek (4:24) 
 
Voters in Wheaton rejected a referendum to build a new Jefferson elementary school to serve 
developmentally disables students in district 200. Gary Zidek spoke with Dan Wagner, one of the local 
residents that organized the referendum, about what the district will do now. (4:20) 
 
Governor Pat Quinn targeted a local revenue stream to help prop up the state's shaky budget. WDCB's 
Brian O'Keefe spoke with Glen Ellyn Finance Director Kevin Wachtel about what the lost revenue would 
mean for the village. (5:29) 
 
04/11 
If you haven't filed your tax return...it has to be in the mail by Monday night. With the final crush of last 
minute filers, the Internal Revenue Service warns people should watch out for tax related scams. 
WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with the agency's Joe Munoz. (5:10) 
 
Most musicians are happy to have their work earn one Grammy and multiple wins put an artist in an 
elite group. Neuqua Valley High School is now in that select group. The Grammy Signature School 
program says the school has the best music education program in the country. WDCB’s Brian O’Keefe 
spoke with Neuqua Valley Band Director Charles Staley. (5:00) 
 
Kevin Burns won an unprecedented fourth term as mayor in Geneva this week, but it was his slimmest 
margin of victory ever. Burns says in the end, voters realized a lot of good things have happened in 
Geneva over the past 12 years.  WDCB News Reporter Gary Zidek spoke to Burns. (4:34) 
 
04/12 
A rash of business closures has left downtown Wheaton with ten vacant commercial storefronts.  The 
executive director of the city’s Downtown Association is optimistic things will improve.  WDCB News 
Reporter Gary Zidek spoke with Paula Barrington about the challenges. (6:00) 
 
It’s going to be a busy weekend for Chicago sports fans.  The Bulls, Blackhawks, Cubs, White Sox and Fire 
will all be in action over the next three days.  A new professional women’s soccer team believes there’s 
enough room for one more.  WDCB News Reporter Gary Zidek spoke with the team’s general manager 
Alyse LaHue. (6:22) 
 
Aurora is expanding what has been a very popular program. The city council recently approved a plan to 
develop three vacant lots into community garden projects. WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with "Let's Get 
Growing" community garden's Mary Knightwright. (6:37) 
 
04/15 
DuPage County Board Chairman Dan Cronin continues to push for the consolidation and elimination of 
local governments. Cronin is moving on to the next phase of his push to reduce the footprint of 
government. WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with Cronin about mosquito abatement. (6:50) 
 
 



This is the time of year when the phone at the Willowbrook Wildlife Center tends to ring off the hook. 
The DuPage County Forest Preserve animal hospital takes in injured animals and helps people to deal 
with "nuisance" animals. WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with the University of Illinois Extension's Laura 
Kammin about the agency's new "Living with Wildlife" website. (5:43) 
 
A Chicago-based outplacement firm is predicting an increase in seasonal hiring this summer.  Challenger, 
Gray and Christmas chief executive John Challenger says that’s good news for teenagers hoping to land a 
job.  WDCB News Reporter Gary Zidek spoke with Challenger about hiring trends. (4:43) 
 
04/16 
The Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago’s annual campaign to promote financial literacy kicks off Saturday.  
Area residents will be able participate in hundreds of free classes and workshops at venues all over the 
region during Chicago Money Smart Week. Gary Zidek spoke with the Federal Reserve Bank’s Alejo 
Torres. (5:42) 
 
One week ago...voters across Illinois went to the polls for the consolidated municipal election. In DuPage 
County fewer than one-in-five registered voters cast a ballot. Despite the low turnout...the Election 
Commission website was overwhelmed. Brian O'Keefe spoke with Commission Executive Director Bob 
Saar about the problem (5:44) 
 
04/17 
Many Chicago-area runners who participated in this week’s Boston Marathon were anxious to get back 
home.  Naperville-based cardiologist Dr. Jim Ostenga was already back at work yesterday after running 
in his third Boston Marathon.  Gary Zidek spoke with him about the experience. (4:07) 
 
The Chicago based Active Transportation Alliance wants commuters to consider alternative ways to get 
to work. The group kicked off a ride-share challenge as part of its Earth Day celebration. The challenge is 
a component of the "Drive Less-Live More" website. Brian O'Keefe spoke with the Alliance's Brian 
Morrissey about the concept. (5:20) 
 
The Illinois General Assembly is set to wrap up the spring session at the end of next month. With the 
clock ticking down, lawmakers still have to deal with the biggest issues of pension reform and 
developing a budget for the coming fiscal year. WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with State Senator Kirk 
Dillard. (5:30) 
 
04/18 
Greg Berk has seen a lot of change in his profession over the past 46 years. The Wheaton Fire Chief will 
retire at the end of May. Berk joined the Wheaton Department in 2003; he previously served as Chief for 
the Flossmore Fire Department. WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with Berk about his career. (5:40) 
 
The FORWARD Initiative launched in 2008 to combat a growing obesity problem in DuPage County.  Five 
years later … the organization’s director says progress is being made.  Ann Marchetti told Gary Zidek 
obesity is such a complex issue and it’s hard to measure improvement. (7:16) 
 
Freshman State Representative Deb Conroy introduced legislation to eliminate the salaries and benefits 
given to DuPage Forest Preserve Board members. The Elmhurst Democrat believed her cost-reducing 
proposal would appeal to members of both parties. Gary Zidek spoke with Conroy about the heated 
debate surrounding the measure. (4:50) 



04/19 
The president of the DuPage Forest Preserve is responding to recent legislative proposals that take aim 
at the agency’s board of commissioners.  Dewey Pierotti wants to take a proactive approach to reduce 
the cost of maintaining an independent forest preserve board.  He spoke with Gary Zidek. (7:36) 
 
Heavy rains took their toll on the Chicago-area yesterday.  Flooding in several communities led to road 
closures and in some cases, evacuations.  First responders had to help several Lisle residents leave their 
homes.  Thursday was a busy day for Norm Sturm, he’s the director of the DuPage Office of Emergency  
Management.  (5:25) 
 
Several years ago, wind farms started to sprout in what had been corn and soybean fields across Illinois. 
The Midwestern wind energy advocate “Wind on the Wires” says there is continued strength in Illinois 
wind. WDCB’s Brian O’Keefe spoke with the group’s Kevin Borgia. (5:47) 
 
04/22 
With flood waters receding, people across DuPage County will be able to continue clean-up efforts. The 
DuPage County Health Department's Dave Haas says mopping up wet basements will only be part of the 
job for many people. (6:17)  
 
Today is the one day a year when many people give extra thought to the environment and what they 
can do to make it better. For Brook McDonald, every day is Earth Day. He's President of the Naperville 
based Conservation Foundation. WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with McDonald on this 43rd annual 
celebration of the planet. (5:09) 
 
A bi-partisan group of U-S Senators introduced a comprehensive immigration plan last week.  Reform 
supporters believe this effort can succeed where previous attempts have failed.  The Chicago-based 
Latino Policy Forum is applauding the Senate bill. Gary Zidek spoke with the advocacy organization’s 
policy analyst Isabelle Anadon about what happens next. (5:13) 
 
04/23 
The DuPage Veterans Foundation raised enough money to send a group of local World War Two vets to 
Washington D-C for a day of remembrance and tribute.  The Chicago-based non-profit “Honor Flight” 
has flown 39-hundred area World War Two veterans to view the various war memorials in our nation’s  
capital.  Gary Zidek spoke with Rich Jorgensen about the DuPage Veterans Foundation. (5:19) 
 
While most local streams and rivers are receding, residents who experienced flooding last week are 
concerned additional precipitation could be headed this way.  DuPage County’s Stormwater 
Management has been monitoring local water levels for the past five days. Gary Zidek spoke with the 
county’s Mary Mitros about the 15 flood control facilities. (5:00) 
 
The Illinois House isn’t in session this week off, but it still needs to develop and approve a budget for the 
coming year. The Center for Tax and Budget Accountability and the Institute for Work and the Economy 
launched the "Illinois Budget Calculator” website. Brian O'Keefe spoke with IWE executive director Peter 
Creticos. (6:49 
 
 
 
 



04/24 
A consumer watchdog group wants to make sure you don't pay one penny more than you have to on 
your monthly bills. The Citizens Utility Board is hosting a series of utility bill clinics across the metro area 
this week. Brian O'Keefe spoke with CUB's Jim Chilsen about the outreach effort (5:42) 
 
Municipal leaders from DuPage and Kane Counties attended a conference on creating healthy and 
sustainable communities.  Experts from around the country will share their insights on everything from 
local food sourcing to sustainable infrastructure at the Naperville GreenTown Conference.  Gary Zidek 
spoke with conference organizer Gary Cuneen. (7:04) 
 
Wet weather put a slight damper on one of the biggest weeks at the Morton Arboretum.  The Lisle 
based tree conservation celebrates Arbor Week every year.  Unfortunately this year, torrential rains 
forced the Arboretum to close over the weekend leading to the cancellation of two events on Sunday.  
Morton Arboretum’s Sarah Clarke told Gary Zidek the grounds are drying out and the Arbor Week 
celebration will continue.  (4:21) 
 
04/25 
The Illinois Poison Center has helped residents and medical professionals for 60 years…but there are 
concerns about its future.  The Chicago-based non-profit is among a number of agencies waiting to see 
what next year’s state budget looks like.  Gary Zidek spoke with Center Director Dr. Mike Wahl about the 
budget situation. (5:42) 
 
Last week's heavy rain made streets impassable and flooded homes across the metro area. It also 
damaged portions of the regional trail system in DuPage County. WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with 
Friends of the Great Western Trail volunteer Don Kirchenberg about the damage. (5:17) 
 
It's hard to think about drought as the region continues to recover from last week's flood. State 
Climatologist Jim Angel says by this time last year the drought was already starting to take hold. He says 
the unusual warmth of the 2012 spring was the first sign of the worst drought since the dust bowl. Brian 
O'Keefe spoke with Angel recently about the drought recovery. (5:36) 
 
04/26 
The international relief organization "One" wants to raise awareness for a health threat that kills close 
to one million people a year. Thursday was World Malaria Day, Chicago area One Campaign volunteers 
are working to raise awareness and fight the disease. WDCB's Brian O'Keefe spoke with Chicago based 
volunteer Kyle Deming. (5:44) 
 
A coalition of business, labor and construction groups is traveling across the state to build support for a 
new capital bill.  The Transportation for Illinois Coalition will be in Lisle today to meet with DuPage 
leaders.  The Coalition’s co-chair Doug Whitley says there are clear infrastructure needs in the state. 
(6:40) 
 
Chicago revealed new information about its planned bike-share program.  The initiative known as 
“Divvy” launches in June with a few hundred bicycles and 75 docking stations.  It’s expected to expand  
to four thousand bikes and 400 docking stations by the end of the summer.  The Active Transportation 
Alliance’s Max Muller told Gary Zidek “Divvy” is an important step forward. (3:27) 
 
 



04/29 
The field of candidates seeking the Governor’s office is starting to take shape, but a couple important 
decisions could change the race. Everyone is waiting to find out if Attorney General Lisa Madigan will 
run.  Last week, Republican Aaron Schock announced he won’t run for Governor.  Gary Zidek spoke with 
McCormick Foundation political scholar Shawn Healy about Schock’s decision. (6:16) 
 
Flood waters have receded and homeowners have removed soggy carpet and cleaned up other damage 
this month’s record rainfall caused. Today marks another important step in the post disaster recovery.  
Representatives from the Federal Emergency Management Agency are visiting the area. Brian O’Keefe 
spoke with DuPage Office of Emergency Management’s David Gervino. (5:30) 
 
DuPage County Board Chairman Dan Cronin is continuing efforts to reduce the amount of government. 
He’s closer to having a new tool to move the initiative forward. The State Senate approved legislation 
that would give Cronin more authority to consolidate or dissolve local boards and commissions. Brian 
O’Keefe spoke with the Elmhurst Republican about the legislative solution. (6:24) 
 
04/30 
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency and the Partners for Clean Air want you to think about air 
quality, every day. They're kicking off a Air Quality Awareness week with a program for schools across 
the state. Brian O'Keefe spoke with Partners for Clean Air Chair Kim Biggs. (5:01) 
 
The Regional Transportation Authority is introducing a new system designed to make transferring 
between transit services easy.  The signage program has been installed at four pilot sites.  The RTA’s Joe 
Moriarty told Gary Zidek that means even novice transit customers should feel confident planning trips 
involving Metra, Pace and the C-T-A.  (5:21) 
 
College of DuPage hosted a kick-off event for the 8th annual Rockin’ For the Troops Concert.  The 
concert isn’t until July 20th, but there’s already a lot of excitement for this year’s Operation Support Our 
Troops fundraiser.  Gary Zidek attended the kick-off event. (5:41) 
 
05/01 
The preservationist group, Landmark Illinois unveiled its list of the state’s ten Most Endangered Historic 
Places.  The 2013 list includes the home of blues legend Muddy Waters…a series of movable bridges in 
Chicago and a West Chicago home that dates back to 1869. Landmarks President Bonnie McDonald told  
Gary Zidek about this year’s list. (6:36) 
 
Your local YMCA frequently has a good sense of the community's health and well-being. The Chicago 
based YMCA of the U-S-A is making sure it stays connected with families locally and across the country. 
The organization's annual Community Snapshot Survey helps to maintain the connection. Brian O'Keefe 
spoke with the group's Executive Vice President Kate Coleman. (6:19) 
 
Mike Krol has a history of service to the Naperville Heritage Society and he continues to serve. The 
longtime Heritage Society Board member agreed to serve as the interim President of the Naper 
Settlement. Brian O’Keefe spoke with Krol about his latest role with the Heritage Society. (5:42) 
 
 
 
 



05/02 
Speaker Michael Madigan's pension reform proposal could come up for a vote in the Illinois House 
today. A House committee approved the plan that cuts pensions and raises the retirement age for 
teachers and state workers. Brian O’Keefe spoke with University of Illinois Springfield Political Science 
professor Kent Redfield about the pension crisis. (5:09) 
 
250 elementary and middle school girls will visit the Adler Planetarium to learn more about careers in 
science, technology, engineering and math. WDCB’s Gary Zidek spoke with the Planetarium’s new 
president, Michelle Larson is excited about the program.  (5:23) 
 
Immigrant rights supporters adopted May Day, also known as International Workers’ Day as their own in 
recent years.  Thousands of people in cities all over the country took part in May Day rallies and marches 
yesterday.  A small group gathered at the Glen Ellyn train station for a rally before joining a bigger march 
in Chicago.  (5:02) 
 
05/06 
Downers Grove state Representative Ron Sandack is among a group of local House members that 
support Michael Madigan’s pension reform proposal.  The Republican lawmaker acknowledges it’s not a 
perfect solution.  He told Gary Zidek the longer legislators wait, the worse things get for Illinois (5:44) 
 
 Glen Ellyn’s Historic Preservation Commission doesn’t just want one or two local buildings on the 
national register of historic places. It’s seeking the designation for the entire downtown business 
district. Brian O’Keefe discussed the plan with Commission Chair Lee Marks (4:48) 
 
Friday’s employment report outpaced expectations the number pushed the stock market to record 
setting levels. Despite the apparent good news the nation’s unemployment rate is still 7.5% and job 
growth is sluggish. Brian O’Keefe discussed the employment picture with John Challenger.  (6:08) 
 
05/07 
With afternoon highs in the 70s, a local group hopes collar county workers will consider pedal power to 
get to the office. The Active Transportation Alliance says bike commuting isn’t just an option for city 
dwellers. The Alliance’s Ethan Spotts says the regional trail systems can make it easy for DuPage county 
workers to ride their bike to work. (6:08) 
 
Republican state Representative Ron Sandack has become the focal point of a local debate regarding 
same-sex marriage.  The Downers Grove lawmaker is one of only two House Republicans who support 
Senate Bill Ten … The Religious Freedom and Marriage Fairness Act.  Sandack discussed his position with 
Gary Zidek. (4:38) 
 
Lombard’s 83rd annual Lilac Time festival started last Saturday.  The two week celebration will feature a 
variety of events and activities in Lilacia Park.  Organizers are optimistic mother nature will cooperate 
this year.  Last year, the park’s lilacs bloomed early because of unseasonably warm conditions in March.   
The Lombard Park District’s Jackie Brzezinski is coordinating this year’s Lilac  Time Festival.  (4:16) 
 
 
 
 
 



05/08 
Former Chicago mayor Richard M Daley is the subject of new unauthorized biography.  Chicago lawyer 
Keith Koeneman is the author of “First Son”.  Unlike Mike Royko’s “Boss” which offered a scathing 
critique of Richard J Daley’s tenure as Chicago mayor, Koeneman took a different approach.  The first 
time author will discussed his book with Gary Zidek. (6:32) 
 
The state’s best tree climbers will be in Wheaton this weekend for the annual Illinois Tree Climbing 
Championship.  Tree climbing may sound like fun, but it’s more than a hobby for the men competing this 
weekend.  Most of the participants are professional tree climbers.  April Toney is executive director of 
the Illinois Arborist Association that coordinates the state competition.  (6:06) 
 
The Illinois Republic Party now has to set about the task of finding a new leader. Pat Brady announced 
his resignation as party Chair. His wife is battling ovarian cancer and he wants to spend more time with 
her and the couple's children. Brian O’Keefe spoke with State Senator Kirk Dillard about the now vacant 
position. (5:35) 
 
05/09 
More than 200 communities in the region rely on the lake for fresh water. The Department of Natural  
Resources wants to make sure those communities continue to have plenty of water. Brian O'Keefe 
spoke with DNR's Daniel Injerd about a plan to update regulations for using lake water. (5:54) 
 
One month from today, Illinois must have a “concealed carry” law in place. The Federal Appellate Court 
says the state’s ban is unconstitutional. WDCB’s Brian O’Keefe spoke with Wheaton Police Chief Mark 
Field about the arrival of “concealed carry” in Illinois. (5:40) 
 
A coalition of child advocates is touring the state to discuss achievements and setbacks in the effort to 
improve the lives of Illinois families.  Voices For Illinois Children is trying to build support for a series of 
recommendations contained in its 2013 Kids Count report.  The non-profit and the Junior League of  
Kane and DuPage Counties are co-hosting a symposium tomorrow in Wheaton.  Jeanna Capito is the 
executive director of Warrenville-based Positive Parenting DuPage. (6:30) 
 
05/10 
Governor Pat Quinn is asking the federal government to help 11 Illinois counties affected by last month’s 
flooding.  It’s now up to President Barack Obama to decide if the counties are major disaster areas.   
Gary Zidek spoke with DuPage County Emergency Management coordinator David Gervino about what 
happens next. (4:31) 
 
The executive director of a Washington based anti-human trafficking group testified before Congress 
this week that the true scope of modern day human slavery still isn’t known.  An Elgin-based group 
wants to draw attention to human trafficking at the local level.  Administer Justice is co-hosting a forum 
on the topic tomorrow at the Gail Borden Library in Elgin.  WDCB’s Gary Zidek spoke with the group’s 
attorney Kim Spagui. (7:34) 
 
A conference this week brought wind energy experts and industry advocates to Chicago. The relatively 
young industry is coming off its best year ever. Brian O'Keefe spoke with the American Wind Energy 
Association's Peter Kelley about the future of wind power. (4:40) 
 
 



05/13 
When most people think of psychedelic drugs, they probably don’t think of a medical setting. College of 
DuPage instructor Bruce Sewick wants to change the way people think about the class of drugs. Brian 
O’Keefe spoke with Sewick about his course “Psychedelic Mindview.”  (5:02) 
 
By October first, Illinois has to have a health insurance marketplace up and running. The State Senate 
could consider legislation this week that will take another step toward the creation of the infrastructure 
for the insurance exchange. Brian O’Keefe spoke with Campaign for Better Health Care Executive 
Director Jim Duffett about the development of the marketplace (5:30) 
 
A bill that would combine the Regional Transportation Authority and the Chicago Metropolitan Agency 
for Planning into a single entity appears to have stalled in the General Assembly.  But the two agencies 
ARE working together on an initiative to fund new mass transit proposals.  Gary Zidek spoke with the 
RTA’s Jay Ciavarella about C-MAP’s role in the process. (6:31) 
 
05/14 
Governor Pat Quinn asked President Barack Obama to declare 11 Illinois counties major disaster areas.  
The President has now signed the disaster declaration making federal funds available to residents 
severely impacted by last month’s flooding.  Gary Zidek spoke with DuPage County Office of Emergency  
Management coordinator David Gervino about the process. (4:17) 
 
A Gallup Poll from earlier this year revealed three-fourths of Americans support term limits for members 
of Congress.  Term limit supporters say a change is needed to combat career politicians and perpetual 
gridlock.  Gary Zidek asks College of DuPage political science professor Dr. David Goldberg why a term 
limits amendment is unlikely. (6:56) 
 
Governor Pat Quinn's budget proposal got an endorsement from a government watchdog group. A Civic 
Federation report came out in favor of the spending plan Quinn outlined earlier this spring. Brian 
O'Keefe spoke with Civic Federation President Laurence Msall about the endorsement. (6:44) 
 
05/15 
Increasingly, women with a family history of breast cancer are turning to geneticists to determine a 
course of action. Angelina Jolie recently announced she had a double mastectomy. A genetic screening 
indicates she carries a gene mutation that causes a type of breast cancer. Brian O’Keefe spoke with  
Edward Hospital genetic counselor Elise Webber about advances in screening technology. (5:21) 
 
Aurora removed its last parking meter yesterday and fully transitioned to a new downtown parking 
system.  While drivers won’t have to pay to park at any of the city’s seven thousand downtown parking 
spots…there is a new system. Gary Zidek spoke with Aurora’s chief development officer Bill Wiet about 
the parking change. (5:36) 
 
The DuPage County Board could soon have the ability to consolidate a list of local units of government.  
The Illinois House passed Senate Bill 494 by a vote of 108 to six, it now heads to Governor Pat Quinn’s 
desk.  County board chairman Dan Cronin initiated the legislation to reduce the amount of local  
Government. (6:15) 
 
 
 



05/16 
Internet giant Google unveiled a variety of innovations at its annual I-O conference that excited 
technology fans and investors.  Google’s stock price topped 900-dollars for the first time.  Gary Zidek 
spoke with local social media expert Barbara Rozgonyi about Google’s latest products. (6:56) 
 
The national Older Americans month is highlighting a shift in the way people near retirement age think 
about themselves and how others perceive them. Brian O'Keefe spoke with AARP Illinois spokesman 
Geraldo Cardenas about the change. (5:34) 
 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources wants you to become more aware of the diversity of life in 
your neighborhood. IDNR is hosting a variety of “urban biodiversity week” events in the Chicago area. 
Brian O’Keefe spoke with the department’s Diane Tecic about the celebration and its goals. (5:28) 
 
05/17 
College of DuPage and DuPage County Senior Services are working together to reach out to the area's 
older residents. C-O-D Continuing Education's Clare Garling says "Age Well DuPage" is NOT a senior fair. 
Instead she says it's an event designed with the county's active older residents in mind. (4:54) 
 
It’s been almost a month since a torrential downpour caused major flooding in several northern Illinois 
communities.  While most area residents affected by the flooding have begun their recovery efforts, 
Gary Zidek found  a group of Lisle residents who still can’t return home.  (4:20) 
 
According to the National Alliance on Mental Illness 421,000 of the state’s 12.9 million residents live 
with a serious mental illness.  May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Next week … the DuPage County  
Health Department will be offering a series of free mental health screenings.  The Department’s Dave 
Haas spoke with Gary Zidek about the initiative. (5:46) 
 
05/20 
Glen Ellyn has a new village president, last Monday Alex Demos replaced outgoing president Mark 
Pfefferman.  Pfefferman has nothing but positive things to say about Glen Ellyn. Gary Zidek spoke  
with Pfefferman about the highs and lows of leading a suburban municipality. (7:02) 
 
Last fall, the Illinois Supreme Court approved DuPage County to be part of a pilot project to allow 
cameras in the state's trial courts. The county’s first trial to have "enhanced media coverage" ended 
with the conviction of Johnny Borisov. Brian O'Keefe spoke with channel five's Tony Capriolo, he's the 
media coordinator for the 18th Circuit. (6:14) 
 
While the Chicago area continues to have near double digit unemployment companies in other areas of 
the country are having a hard time filling jobs. Brian O'Keefe spoke with employment expert John 
Challenger about a change in the employment picture. (5:52) 
 
05/21 
Memorial Day weekend marks the start of the unofficial start of summer and that means spending more 
time outdoors. The DuPage County Health Department says it can also mean encounters with disease 
carrying pests. Brian O’Keefe spoke with the department’s Dave Haas. (5:43) 
 
 



Naperville-based Loaves and Fishes is partnering with the New York City Coalition Against Hunger to 
discuss new strategies to engage the community.  The non-profits are co-sponsoring a conference this 
week that will focus on the many different ways volunteers can help.  Loaves and Fishes C-E-O Charles 
McLimans spoke with Gary Zidek about the “Ending Hunger Through Citizen Service” initiative. (6:26) 
 
The Robert McCormick Foundation helped launch the Illinois Civic Mission Coalition almost nine years 
ago.  Illinois has some of the weakest civic education requirements in the country.   Illinois Civic Mission 
Coalition chairman Shawn Healy tells Gary Zidek the creation of this task force would be the next step in 
an ongoing process to improve civics education. (6:18) 
 
05/22 
A group of Glen Ellyn stakeholders is backing a plan to turn a long forgotten piece of land into a 
community gateway and war memorial.  Former Glen Ellyn park district commissioner Ron Aubrey is 
leading the effort to upgrade Spalding Point. Aubrey tells WDCB News about the interesting, but  
largely unknown history of the Spalding Point. (5:29) 
 
Tea Party activists from across the country held events yesterday to protest the IRS.   The federal agency 
sparked acknowledged inappropriately targeting certain conservative groups seeking tax exempt status.   
Denise Cattoni is the founder of the Illinois  Tea Party.  Gary Zidek spoke with her about the impact of 
the IRS scandal. (5:59) 
 
For more than 40 years the Conservation Foundation has worked to promote and facilitate open space 
preservation in the region. The Naperville based organization is renewing preservation efforts. Brian 
O'Keefe spoke with Conservation Foundation C-E-O Brook McDonald about the recently updated "Open 
Space Master Plan." (6:04) 
 
05/23 
The Naperville Park District is getting a piece of more than 15-million dollars in open space grant money. 
Governor Pat Quinn allocated 400-thousand dollars to for a project at Knoch Knolls Park. Brian O'Keefe 
spoke with Parks Director Ray McGury about the district's plan for the grant. (4:59) 
 
Illinois lawmakers rejected Governor Pat Quinn's veto of "smart grid" legislation. The legislative votes 
clear the way for Com-Ed and Ameren to raise rates to off-set the cost of installing an upgrade to the 
state's power system. Brian O'Keefe spoke with Citizens Utility Board Executive Director Dave Kolata 
about the override vote and the smart grid plan. (5:53) 
 
After several failed attempts in recent years, last week Illinois lawmakers approved legislation that 
allows the medical-use of marijuana.  The question now is  will Governor Pat Quinn sign the bill?  Dan 
Riffle is the director of government relations for the Washington-based Marijuana Policy Project.  He 
believes Quinn will sign the measure into law. (6:04) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



05/24 
It seems like Google has its hands in a little bit of everything these days.  The tech giant is coming to 
Illinois to promote its “Get Your Business On-line” initiative.  The two-year old program helps  small 
businesses develop a web presence.  Gary Zidek spoke with Google’s Rebecca Ginsberg about the 
initiative. (3:51) 
 
The First Division Museum at Cantigny Park unveiled a new exhibit that gives visitors a unique 
perspective of some of the country’s biggest conflicts.  “Faces of the First” focuses on the individual 
stories of 17 former and current members of the Army’s First Division.  Exhibit specialist Jaron Keener 
spent several months putting the installation together. (5:15) 
 
The tradition of Memorial Day...dates back to the post-civil war era when families and veterans groups 
would decorate the graves of fallen soldiers. This Memorial Day, the Chicago based Great Books 
Foundation is giving extra attention to the anniversary of a timeless war memorial. The Foundation's 
Cristopher De Phillips hosted an event last night on the Gettysburg Address (6:35) 
 
05/27 
Memorial Day marks the unofficial start of summer; it’s also the time when many political candidates 
start to get serious. You can expect a number of gubernatorial hopefuls to make their campaign 
intentions official in the coming weeks. Brian O’Keefe spoke with University of Illinois Springfield 
Political  Science professor Kent Redfield about the start of campaign season. (5:54) 
 
It isn’t hard to find a wireless hot-spot in the Chicago area, but Comcast is making it even easier. The 
cable television and internet service provider is launching a national program to offer wireless  
connections for its customers. Comcast’s Jack Segal says the program will give people a way to go online 
without using a data plan from their wireless provider. (6:08) 
 
Melrose Park-based allergist Dr. Joseph Leija has been providing the Chicago-area’s official pollen count 
for over 20 years.  He says last year’s spring allergy season was one of the region’s worst ever. He says 
this year could be even worse.  The retired allergist now works with the National Allergy Bureau to 
monitor Midwest pollen levels. Gary Zidek asked Leija what allergy sufferers should expect. (6:50) 
 
05/28 
The Elmhurst Historical Museum is profiling one of the country’s most accomplished music 
photographers in an exhibit titled … “Shutter to Think”.  Chicago-based Paul Natkin has been taking 
pictures of rock, blues and pop stars for over 35 years.  The Elmhurst Historical Museum’s Patrice Roche 
says Natkin’s stories and photographs are the focal point of the exhibit. (5:35) 
 
Schools across the area are wrapping up another year and young people are celebrating the start of the 
summer break. For some the summer months are the hardest months of the year. Brian O’Keefe talked 
with Northern Illinois Food Bank President Pete Schaefer about hunger concerns tied to summer. (5:12) 
 
The nation’s housing market continues to show signs of strength and local realtors are enjoying the 
rebound. The S-and-P Case-Shiller index shows housing prices were eleven percent higher in March than 
a year earlier. Brian O’Keefe spoke with LaGrange Park realtor Loretta Alonzo. (6:01) 
 
 
 



05/30 
A Kane County Board member says the transformation of a former landfill needs to get on the fast track. 
Mike Donahue says making the Settlers Hill Recreation area a reality was one of his priorities when he 
took office, two years ago. Brian O'Keefe spoke with the Geneva Republican about his plan. (5:22) 
 
30 million Americans suffer from a clinically significant eating disorder at some point in their life. The 
National Association of Anorexia Nervosa and Associated Disorders has been offering resources to 
people in need for 36 years.  The Naperville-based non-profit offers treatment referrals, support 
programs and advocates for policy change.  Gary Zidek spoke with ANAD executive director Laura  
Discipio about the organization’s history. (6;29) 
 
US Representative Bill Foster was in Aurora yesterday to discuss a new bill to prepare students for the 
jobs of tomorrow.  Foster thinks the country should invest more in science, technology, engineering and 
math education.  His  legislation, the 21st Century STEM Competitive Jobs Act would reward schools 
that partner with others to prepare students for technical fields.  (6:15) 
 
05/31 
Time may be running out for 144-year old Joel Wiant House in West Chicago.  The house made it onto 
Landmarks Illinois’ annual list of the state’s most endangered sites. West Chicago wants to demolish the 
structure after years of neglect.  But West Chicago preservationists want more time to save the building. 
Sara Phalen tells Gary Zidek about the significance of the Wiant House. (3:21) 
 
Naper Settlement hopes to entice some new visitors this weekend with promise of beer.  The Naperville-
based history park is hosting its third annual Craft Beer Celebration.  The Settlement’s Donna DeFalco 
says the event isn’t just about drinking beer, there’s also an educational component.  She talked with  
Gary Zidek about the city’s “liquid” history. (5:14) 
 
The General Assembly approved a statewide ban on drivers using handheld cell phones. The Itasca 
based National Safety Council pushed for a complete ban of cell phones while you're behind the wheel. 
Brian O'Keefe spoke with the National Safety Council's John Ulczycki. (5:40) 
 
06/03 
A citizens group is pushing for restrictions on the use of unmanned drone North Shore Coalition for 
Peace, Justice and the Environment convinced a majority of the Evanston City Council to support an anti-
drone resolution. Brian O'Keefe spoke with the group's Dickelle Fonda. (6:07) 
 
Lawmakers drove away from Springfield over the weekend, leaving the biggest item on their "to-do" list 
undone. There is still no resolution to the state's nearly 100-billion dollar pension crisis. State Senate 
Kirk Dillard told Brian O’Keefe there has never been a more important issue facing the state in his 
lifetime. (6:58) 
 
For the past several years, the Illinois Alcohol and Drug Dependence Association spent May lobbying 
lawmakers not to cut substance abuse funding. This May was relatively stress-free for the Springfield-
based addiction advocacy group.  Sara Howe is the executive director of the Illinois Alcohol and  
Drug Dependence Association, she think legislators are starting to appreciate the impact substance 
abuse programs. (6:14) 
 
 



06/04 
It’s no secret that college students hoping to find a job right after graduation should participate in at 
least one internship. But should teenagers be thinking internship before they even graduate from high 
school?  A recent Chicago Tribune article highlighted a growing number of area high school internship 
programs.  Paula Kosin is a consultant with Glen Ellyn-based Career Vision … a non-profit that helps 
people career plan.  (6:06) 
 
Yesterday, the White House hosted a conference to draw attention to mental health.  President Barack 
Obama opened the event by saying he wanted to bring “mental illness out of the shadows”.  Angela 
Adkins is the executive director of the DuPage affiliate of the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Gary 
Zidek spoke with her about the White House’s attempt to raise awareness. (6:35) 
 
Illinois lawmakers did approve a 35-billion dollar budget and a law to allow for the concealed carry of 
handguns during the spring session. But the General Assembly didn't come to a consensus on pensions.  
Brian O'Keefe spoke with University of Illinois Springfield Political Science professor Kent Redfield about 
the failure to act. (6:36) 
 
06/05 
The Illinois Prairie Path, Great Western Trail and other regional trail systems attract thousands of daily 
users. An advocacy group has a better idea of exactly how many people use the trails on a regular basis. 
Trails for Illinois Executive Director Steve Buchtel says the "Making Trails Count" study also looked at the 
economic impact trails produce. (6:06) 
 
Naperville’s popular downtown is getting some unwanted attention.  The number of night-time violent 
incidents has gone up over the past year and a half.  While police say things have improved, some 
Naperville leaders are concerned the downtown has reached a tipping point of late night bars.  Steve 
Rubin is the chairman of Naperville’s Downtown Advisory Commission.  He opposes the city council’s 
recent approval of another late night liquor permit. (6:56) 
 
Doctors Without Borders is coming to Chicago.  The international humanitarian organization hopes to 
raise some awareness and perhaps recruit some new volunteers.  The non-profit will be screening a new 
documentary “Access to the Danger Zone.” Martha Huckabee is a member of the Doctors Without 
Borders board of trustees. Gary Zidek asked her about the non-profit’s mission. (6:11) 
 
06/06 
Villa Park state Senator Tom Cullerton is one of 41 freshman lawmakers who just finished their first 
legislative session.  The DuPage Democrat co-sponsored a handful of key bills that made it to the 
Governor Pat Quinn’s desk.  Cullerton, who shares the same last name as the Senate president JOHN  
Cullerton … says he learned a lot during his first session.  Gary Zidek spoke with Tom Cullerton about his 
first five months as a state lawmaker. (7:19) 
 
This has been a busy week for Republican politics in Illinois. State Treasurer Dan Rutherford announced 
he's running for the party's gubernatorial nomination. Venture capitalist Bruce Rauner posted a video on 
his campaign website to say he's running to be the GOP candidate. Meantime state Senators Kirk Dillard 
and Bill Brady say they'll enter the race before the end of June. Brian O'Keefe spoke with College of 
DuPage Political Science professor David Goldberg about the early  stages of the race (6:14) 
 



A report this week says the Mennard prison saw 20 violent assaults during the first five months of the 
year. That's only 10 fewer than the maximum security prison saw in all of 2012. The John Howard 
Association warns more violence is likely if nothing changes. John Maki is Executive Director of the 
prison reform group. (6:03) 
 
06/07 
Consumer advocates at the Citizens Utility Board regularly do battle with the state's electric, natural gas 
and telecommunications companies. This week, CUB's enjoying a pretty unusual situation.  The Illinois 
Commerce Commission issued a pair of rulings that could put money back in the pocket of consumers. 
Brian O'Keefe spoke with CUB Executive Director Dave Kolata about the ruling. (5:50) 
 
Governor Pat Quinn called lawmakers back to Springfield for a special session later this month. Some 
legislators are openly wondering what will be accomplished. Downers Grove state Representative Ron 
Sandack says he’ll be at the capital on June 19th, but is skeptical the House and Senate will be able to 
reach a deal.  (5:57) 
 
If you can’t make it to the library sometimes the library will come to you. The bookmobile concept can 
be traced back to the early 1900’s, several public libraries still utilize mobile libraries. The Midwest 
Bookmobile and Outreach Network is hosting a “Bookmobile Roundup” today at the Bolingbrook 
Fountaindale Library.  The Aurora Public Library’s Kathleen Butzen tells Gary Zidek the event (6:08) 
 
06/10 
Chicago’s version of Bike to Work Week kicks off today.  The Active Transportation Alliance partners 
with municipalities, bike clubs and businesses from across the region to coordinate a variety of activities 
and events.  Several Bike to Work rallies will be held at DuPage Metra stations over the next five days.  
Brian Morrissey is a program coordinator with the Active Transportation Alliance.  He told Gary Zidek 
about the number of people pedaling to work this week. (6:00) 
 
Mention Chicago Republicans and you’ll probably get the same snickers you used to get when you 
mentioned DuPage Democrats.  The city’s Republican Party wants to change that. Brian O’Keefe spoke 
with the Chicago Republican Party’s Chris Cleveland about the new strategy. (5:51) 
 
The DuPage Forest Preserve District wants to develop a second cultural center on one of its properties. 
The Mayslake-Peabody Estate in Oakbrook currently serves as a cultural hub for arts and entertainment 
programs within the district. The Forest Preserve’s Andrea Hoyt tells Brian O’Keefe about the plans for 
the former home of Douglas and Fran Mains near West Chicago. (6:01) 
 
06/11 
Local governments will get back some of the money they spent on flood recovery. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency notified DuPage County of its decision for municipal relief late last 
week. Brian O'Keefe spoke with DuPage Office of Emergency Management's David Gervino about 
FEMA's decision. (5:58) 
 
DuPage United likes to refer to itself as an “organization of organizations”.  The non-profit started 
reaching out to the county’s most influential stakeholders to work on its next project … workforce  
development.  Gary Zidek spoke with DuPage United lead organizer Amy Lawless Ayala about the 
project. (6:26) 
 



DuPage Habitat For Humanity is preparing to start a new chapter.  The Wheaton-based non-profit is 
saying good-bye to long-time executive director Sarah Brachle Wagner and “hello” to its new leader 
Dave Neary.  Gary Zidek spoke with Wagner and Neary about the groups accomplishments and future 
goals. (6:58) 
 
06/12 
Game one of the Stanley Cup Finals is tonight at the United Center.  Die-hard fans hoping to watch it in-
person should be prepared to open their wallets.  The average cost of a ticket on the secondary market 
is $1422…with some seats topping out at over five thousand dollars.  The Chicago Better Business 
Bureau warns area consumers to use caution. (4:11) 
 
Two groups from opposite sides of the spectrum are coming together to discuss community 
development and public health.  The Illinois Public Health Institute and the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Chicago are co-hosting a two-day “Healthy Communities” summit.  Elissa Bassler is the C-E-O of the 
Illinois Public Health Institute, she talked with Gary Zidek about the summit. (5:14) 
 
The Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee is beginning to work on the Amtrak and 
Rail Safety Reauthorization bill. Downstate Democrat Dick Durbin wants the committee to put Illinois 
programs at the top of the funding list. Brian O'Keefe spoke with the Midwest High Speed Rail 
Association's Rick Harnish about his goals for passenger rail service in Illinois. (5:03) 
 
06/13 
During the spring legislative session, lawmakers passed tighter restrictions on a driver's use of hand-held 
cell phones. But a study out this week suggests the emphasis on hands-free devices may be misplaced. A 
Triple-A report says the in-dash, hands-free info-tainment systems in many new cars are more 
dangerous than talking on a hand-held phone. Brian O'Keefe spoke with the group's Beth Mosher (6:16) 
 
The idea of the Chicago Cubs leaving the “friendly confines” of Wrigley Field seems almost absurd.  But 
the team’s ongoing battle with the city of Chicago has sparked speculation that the Ricketts family 
would consider moving the team, possibly to the suburbs.  DuPage County board chairman Dan Cronin 
says he’s interested.  The Elmhurst Republican has already begun working on a proposal to lure the 
Cubs.  (7:29) 
 
Former DuPage County board chairman Bob Schillerstrom is considering running for statewide office 
again.  Three years ago…the Naperville attorney entered a crowded G-O-P race for governor.  This time 
Schillerstrom has his sights set on the State Treasurer’s office. Gary Zidek spoke with him about his 
decision to potentially run for statewide office. (5:15) 
 
06/14 
A Naperville-based non-profit is highlighting its efforts to end hunger today. Loaves and Fishes has been 
providing food assistance to DuPage County residents since 1984. The organization launched its “Day 
Without Hunger” initiative in 2008. Gary Zidek spoke with Loaves and Fishes’ coordinator Matt Chicola 
About the event. (5:10) 
 
When emerald ash borer first made headlines in Northern Illinois, Wheaton had more than 6300 ash 
trees in its public right-of-ways. Today the city has just over 5800. Wheaton Forestry Superintendent 
Kevin Maloney says the city adopted a strategy of slowly removing all of its ash trees. Brian O'Keefe 
spoke with Maloney about the city's plan. (5:16) 



A coalition of business…labor and industry groups have an idea to jump-start the state’s maintenance of 
roads, bridges and rail systems. Transportation for Illinois is pushing a change in the tax system that 
funds the state’s road fund. The group wants to replace the per-gallon gasoline tax with a percentage 
tax on the wholesale price of fuel. Brian O’Keefe spoke with the Illinois Petroleum  Marketers 
association’s Bill Fleishli for his take on the plan. (6:38 
 
06/17 
When Congress allowed automatic-spending cuts to become a reality, the DuPage Airport was one local 
agency that felt the sting. The West Chicago based facility expected the budget tightening would force 
the closure of its control tower. Brian O’Keefe got an update on the situation from DuPage Airport 
Director David Byrd. (5:13) 
 
Every day thousands of commuters from DuPage County take the train into Chicago’s Union Station. At 
the end of the day, they breeze through the iconic building to get back on the train. The Metropolitan 
Planning Council wants to give those people and others a reason to spend time at the station. Brian 
O’Keefe spoke with MPC’s Marisa Novara about the group’s “placemaking” contest. (5:59) 
 
Aurora University wants to change the way schools teach science and math.  The school is spearheading 
an effort to open a STEM academy that would serve as a model for school districts across the state.  Last 
month Congressman Bill Foster introduced legislation that would reward public-private collaborations 
that promote STEM-based programs.  Aurora University’s Sherry Eagle says several public and private 
stakeholders have already pledged their support to the academy. (5:09) 
 
06/18 
State lawmakers will be back in Springfield on Wednesday for a one-day special session to solve the 
pension crisis. Members of the General Assembly will likely be asked to choose between a senate-
backed plan…a house-backed bill or a hybrid of both proposals. The Illinois Policy Institute joined a  
group of Republican legislators to introduce a fourth option. Gary Zidek spoke with the C-E-O of the  
Illinois Policy Institute Jon Tillman about the timing of the proposal. (6:42) 
 
A Chicago-based utility watch-dog says smart phone users are paying for way more data than they need.  
The Citizens Utility Board has partnered with the wireless research firm Validas on a new report that 
looks at the various ways consumers over spend on their cell phone plans.  CUB is also recommending 
some alternatives that could save smart phone users around 300-dollars a year.  Gary Zidek spoke with 
the watch-dog’s Jim Chilsen. (5:49) 
 
Despite job growth in some areas, unemployment in DuPage County continues to be over nine percent. 
That statistic has prompted a number of elected leaders and organizations to hold job fairs across the 
county. Work-Net DuPage's Brian Tibbs says the county hopes an innovative approach will help many 
more people. Brian O'Keefe spoke with Tibbs about this week's online job fair. (6:04) 
 
06/19 
One of the state's top tourist attractions is celebrating a milestone birthday. The Museum of Science and 
Industry is 80 years old today. Kathleen McCarthy is the facility's Director of Collections. She spoke with 
WDCB News reporter Brian O'Keefe about the museum's history and a special exhibit that celebrates the 
past and the future. (6:42) 
 



A local E-coli outbreak may be responsible for sickening 17 area residents.  The DuPage County Health 
Department launched an investigation late last week after a cluster of gastrointestinal illnesses were 
reported in the eastern part of the county.  The department confirmed it has shut down the “Los 
Burritos Mexicanos” restaurant in Lombard. Gary Zidek spoke with the DuPage Health Department’s 
Jason Gerwig about the outbreak. (4:40) 
 
The controversy surrounding the Danada Equestrian Center appears to have ended.  An investigation 
was launched and found no evidence of mistreatment.  Some volunteers criticized the objectiveness of 
the internal investigation. Recently elected forest preserve commissioner Shannon Burns decided to 
initiate a second review.  Gary Zidek spoke with her about what she learned. (6:23) 
 
06/20 
The Citizen Advocacy Center has been a community resource in DuPage County for 19 years.  The 
Elmhurst-based organization is now considering expanding its reach. Longtime executive director Terry 
Pastika is stepping down.  Attorney Maryam Judar will be the non-profit’s new executive director. Gary 
Zidek spoke with Pastika and Judar about where Citizen Advocacy Center’s past and future. (7:07) 
 
The high price of gasoline is just one of the reasons the Regional Transportation Authority says you 
should at least consider using mass transit. The umbrella organization for the area's transit agencies is 
holding a "Dump the Pump" rally today in Chicago. Brian O’Keefe talked about the event with Deputy  
RTA Director Leeann Redden. (5:30) 
 
The DuPage Forest Preserve District's animal hospital at the Willowbrook Wildlife Center expects to see 
more turtles in the coming weeks. Brian O'Keefe spoke with district naturalist and Willowbrook staffer 
Kevin Luby about why drivers may see more turtles at this time of year. (5:31) 
 
06/21 
Lawmakers didn't spend much time in Springfield this week for the special legislative session, but you 
can't say they didn't do anything. The House and Senate agreed to form a 10 member bi-partisan 
conference committee to work toward a compromise on pension reform. Brian O'Keefe spoke with  
University of Illinois Springfield Political Science professor Kent Redfield. (6:47) 
 
U-S News and World Report recently released its first-ever ranking of “America’s Healthiest Counties For 
Kids”.  DuPage County was the only Illinois county to make the inaugural list. Gary Zidek spoke with the 
DuPage County Health Department’s Dave Hass about the ranking. (6:32) 
 
Community Supported Agriculture programs continue to grow in popularity, especially in urban areas.  
Approximately 90 farms currently offer CSA memberships in the Chicagoland area.  Two Oak Park 
residents want to take the concept a step further by creating a local food cooperative that is a hybrid  
grocery store and community center.  Jenny Jocks Stelzer is a co-founder of the Sugar Beet Co-op.  (6:41) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



06/24 
DuPage County government wants to revisit a proposal to add bus shelters along a few busy roadways.  
County officials are meeting with the members of the DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference this 
week to gauge interest among municipalities.  County board member Liz Chaplin is the chair of the 
public transit committee. She says a lot has changed since the last time this idea was discussed.  (5:00) 
 
The sale of single family homes in the collar counties jumped 29 percent in May when compared to the 
same time last year. The Mainstreet Organization of Realtors expects the upward trend to continue. 
Wheaton based realtor Pat Callan says there has been robust activity in the market for several months in  
row. Brian O'Keefe spoke with Callan about DuPage County's Real Estate market. (5:23) 
 
If you want to get a sense of the job market, talk to H-R executives. That's exactly what the Chicago 
based outplacement firm Challenger, Gray and Christmas did. Brian O'Keefe spoke with the firm's CEO 
John Challenger about the survey on obstacles to job creation. (6:21) 
 
06/25 
At the national, state and local level elected leaders frequently talk about what they're doing to create 
jobs. Governor Pat Quinn is pushing a new program to help Chicago area entrepreneurs. The Illinois 
“Corporate-Start Up Challenge” will match some of the state's biggest companies with new ideas and 
emerging technologies. Brian O'Keefe spoke with the Illinois Innovation Council's Mark Harris about the 
pilot project. (5:57) 
 
DuPage Republicans from past and present are remembering Beverly Fawell.  The former lawmaker 
passed away on Saturday.  Fawell was part of one of the county’s most prominent political families, she 
served in the General Assembly from 1981 to 1999. Gary Zidek spoke with the chairwoman of the 
DuPage Republican Party, Dr. Darlene Ruscitti. (6:19) 
 
A 50-foot electromagnet has embarked on a 32-hunderd mile journey from New York to Batavia’s 
Fermilab.  The device is the centerpiece of a new experiment that will study sub-atomic particles that 
only exist for 2-millionths of second.  First, the Department of Energy has to make sure the 
electromagnet arrives in Illinois in one piece.  Gary Zidek asked Fermilab scientist Hogan Nguyen about 
the move. (6:20) 
 
06/26 
DuPage County board members approved an Islamic organization’s request to transform a house into a 
place of worship.  The vote marked an important step in what has been a hotly contested issue. After 
the vote, Gary Zidek  spoke to the people involved. (4:35) 
 
The Blackhawks brought home their second Stanley Cup Championship in four years, and they did it in 
spectacular fashion. Winning Game six with two goals in the final minutes capped a season that started 
with a player lock-out that threatened to cancel the entire season. Eldon Ham is a Sports and 
Entertainment law attorney in Chicago, Brian O'Keefe spoke with Ham about the importance of the 
playoffs to the N-H-L. (6:09 
 
Secretary of State John Kerry is continuing a two-week trip through the Middle East. He discussed the 
White House decision to provide arms to the rebels fighting Bashar Assad’s regime in Syria. Dr. Carol 
Riphenberg is a Political Science professor at College of DuPage…she specializes in Middle Eastern 
politics. Riphenberg tells Brian O’Keefe arming the rebels has pros and cons. (5:07) 



06/27 
The U-S Supreme Court delivered its much anticipated decision on same-sex marriage. Justices struck 
down portions of the Defense of Marriage Act...the law defined marriage as a union between a man and 
a woman. Brian O'Keefe spoke with Equality Illinois Public Policy Director Randy Hannig about the ruling 
and what it means in Illinois. (5:46) 
 
A new DuPage task force has issued a series of recommendations on how to better monitor and combat 
West Nile virus.  Last year, the county had 56 confirmed cases of West Nile virus.  Gary Zidek spoke with 
the executive director of the DuPage County Health Department Maureen McHugh about the task 
force’s recommendations. (5:28 
 
The League of Illinois Bicyclists to launch a new online resource today.  The League’s executive director 
Ed Basotti says the goal is to close the education gap that exists among both groups of road-users.  Gary 
Zidek spoke with Barsotti about the new initiative. (6:16) 
 
06/28 
The U-S Senate passed comprehensive immigration legislation with support from both sides of the aisle.  
The landmark bill provides a pathway to citizenship. But even the promise of stricter boarder security 
may not be enough to win over Republicans in the House. Gary Zidek spoke with College of DuPage 
political science professor Dr. David Goldberg about the legislation. (6:46) 
 
Social media-users from around the world will be meeting in person this weekend. Sunday is 
international Social Media Day. This year,  for the first time a Social Media Day event is being held in 
DuPage County.  Barbara Rozgonyi organized the event and spoke with Gary Zidek. (6:08) 
 
Many cities have community gardens that give residents an opportunity to grow their own vegetables. 
Hanover Park developed an interesting twist on the concept, it has a community apiary. Brian O'Keefe 
visited the apiary with Hanover Park Village Bee Keeper Kevin MacGregor (6:18) 
 


