
FACE THE STATE 3rd Quarter 2019  

Face the state is a weekly half hour program designed to inform viewers about issues and 

topics of interest in Montana.  

7/7 Face the State    6:30am and 9:30am  

Host: Jay Kohn  

Guests:  Karen Sanford Gall – Executive Director, Big Sky State Games 

                Liana Susott  -  Assistant Director, Big Sky State Games 

This year marks the 34th Annual Big Sky State Games.  Opening Ceremonies take place Friday, 

July 19th at Daylis Stadium in Billings.   This Olympic style sports festival now features than 10-

thousand athletes competing in 36 different sports.   When the games first started in 1986, 

there were only 3,300 athletes competing in 12 sports. 

This year’s Opening Ceremonies feature the invitation only Montana Mile, billed as Montana’s 

fastest.  The opening night also features the Parade of Athletes and the lighting of the State 

Game Torch.  This year that honor goes to Olympic bronze medalist Marti Malloy, who 

competed in Judo.  Malloy will be offering a Judo clinic on Saturday, July 29th. 

We discussed this year’s National Anthem Contest – won by Anaconda student Madison Lodell.  

She now has the honor of performing the National Anthem at this year’s opening ceremony. 

Karen and Liana talked at length at the huge task it takes to put on the State Games, and the 

tremendous volunteer effort and their main corporate sponsors, KOA Kampgrounds of America, 

and First Interstate Bank. 

This is Karen Sanford Gall’s 30th year as director of the Big Sky Games.    

In addition to covering the various facets of the Big Sky State Games, we also talked about how 

the games play a key role in promoting healthy lifestyles, and education programming.  The 

games now help sponsor Big Sky Fit Kids & Shape Up Montana as part of its mission to inspire 

healthy, active lifestyles for all ages and abilities. 

 

7/14 Face the State    6:30am  

And  

7/21 Face the State    6:30am and 9:30am  



The following program aired on both 7/14 and 7/21  

Host: Mike Dennison  

John Hines, NorthWestern Energy -- Vice President for Supply and Montana Government Affairs 

Jeff Fox, Renewable Northwest – Montana policy manager 

Alan Olson, Montana Petroleum Association – Executive Director 

Mike Dennison moderated a discussion among the three guests on the future of energy 

development in Montana, with a focus on: 

1) The coal-fired Colstrip power plants in southeast Montana, and whether NW Energy 
would be purchasing any additional power from the plants, in the wake of a failed effort 
at the 2019 Legislature to enable that purchase with favorable regulatory changes. 

2) The future of coal mining in Montana, in the wake of closures of major mines in 
Wyoming and cheaper energy produced by wind and solar. 

3) The status of proposed renewable energy projects in the state, with a focus on wind and 
solar. 

4) Whether NW Energy is doing enough to encourage renewable power development, as it 
becomes much less expensive. 

5) The status of oil and gas development in Montana, and whether the boom of 10 years 
ago in eastern Montana has permanently subsided or may be revived.  

 

 

7/28 Face the State    6:30am and 9:30am  

Remembering the Mann Gulch Tragedy. 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the one of the 

worst Smokejumper tragedies.  The Mann Gulch fire killed 13 people, including 12 

smokejumpers and lead to widespread changes in the way wildfires are fought.  KTVH anchor 

Andy Curtis produced a five minute piece on the history surrounding the fire. Daybreak Anchor 

Jacob Fuhrer hosted a round table discussion with guests that included:  Dave Turner, retired 

forester; Milt Knuckles, former smokejumper; John Driscoll, former smokejumper; and Bill Avey, 

Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest Supervisor. 

 

8/4 Face the State    6:30am and 9:30am       

Host: Brandon Michaels  

Guests: Christian Cassell and Sara Mayben 



The August 4th, 2019 Face the State program focused on the upcoming fire season, in wake of 

increased fire danger across the state. The first wildfires had just broken out across Montana. 

The active and contained fires were recapped. Two guests were then interviewed. 

The first Guest was Christian Cassell, an incident meteorologist with the National Weather 

Service in Great Falls. Christian discussed the roles of an incident meteorologist, as well as the 

specific duties of the incident meteorologist at NWS Great Falls that was currently deployed. He 

then touched on the role of weather, both in the long term and short term, as well as how 

much the National Weather Service focuses on forecasting fire weather. 

The second guest was Sara Mayben, Deputy Supervisory for the Helena-Lewis and Clark 

National Forest. Sara discussed the role the U.S. Forest Service plays in fighting fires, and talked 

about the resources the Forest Service had currently used to fight active fires. Sara also 

discussed how the Forest Service chooses areas for, and carries out, fire mitigation. She also 

provided some general wildfire safety tips. 

 

8/11 Face the State    6:30am and 9:30am  

Host: Dennis Bragg  

Guest John Farley Author & Northwest Montana historian 

Author and Northwest Montana historian John Fraley discusses his new book, "Rangers, 
Trappers and Trailblazers: Early Adventures in Montana's Bob Marshall Wilderness and Glacier 
National Park." John spent his career exploring the backcountry of Northwest Montana in his 
job with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, developing an appreciation for the country and the 
people who challenged the elements to live in early day Montana. Additionally, his family ties in 
the Flathead have given him a unique insight into the pioneering spirit. Discussion touches on 
some of the characters and their stories, epic travels across the wilderness and run-ins with 
predators, including grizzly bears.  

 

8/18 Face the State    6:30am and 9:30am  

Host: Jay Kohn  

Guest: Mike Dennison Author Inside Montana Politics  

Today’s guest Mike Dennison, MTN Chief Political Reporter discussed his new book “Inside 

Montana Politics”.    In his book, Mike offers his view as a reporter covering many of the biggest 



stories in Montana over the past three decades.  He tracks the careers of several governor and 

senators and how they helped shape the policies that defined Montana during those years. 

Mike talked about his reasons for writing the book, and the specific challenges of the job. 

The personalities profiled in the book, include Governors Mark Racicot, Judy Martz & Brian 

Schweitzer, and Montana Senators Max Baucus, Conrad Burns & Jon Tester. 

The book also covers the fall of the Montana Power Company and the riot at the Montana State 

Prison in 1991. 

Mike will be appearing at several book signings across Montana in the coming weeks. 

 

8/25 Face the State    6:30am and 9:30am  

Host: Mike Dennison  

Guest: Jerry Johnson Professor of Political Science Carroll College  

Jeremy Johnson, professor of political science at Carroll College, and I handicapped and 

evaluated the fields so far for the major Montana electoral races in 2020 – governor, U.S. 

Senate, U.S. House, attorney general and the Legislature. We talked about how having Trump 

on the top of the ticket is a positive for Republicans, as they see it, but given the volatility of 

Trump, that could change. We also talked about how the Democratic nominee for president 

would also play a big role on how state Democrats are perceived, and that the election could be 

a transformative one for Montana, should a Republican become governor for the first time in 

16 yrs, with a Republican legislature to boot.  

 

9/1 Face the State    6:30am and 9:30am  

Host: John Sherer  

On August 17th of 19-59 a massive 7-point-3 earthquake struck just west of Yellowstone 
National Park, along the Madison River. 
 
It caused an 80-million ton landslide that buried campsites in the Madison River canyon 
downstream of Hebgen Lake and claimed the lives of 28 people and left scores injured, 15 
seriously. Two of the injured died before a rescue helicopter could get them out. 
 



We spoke with four survivors who were there that night in 1959 about what they saw, heard 
and experienced. The guests included; John Owen who was in a cabin in the Madison River 
Canyon at the time of the quake and took many of the most memorable photos of the 
aftermath, Brook Cunningham who was camped on Hebgen Lake with his father and had the 
unique experience of witnessing the seiche that swept across the waters of the lake during and 
following the quake, Gerry Yetter, who lived on Duck Creek and who, along with his wife, 
helped rescue injured people, directed vehicles away from a collapsed highway and then stood 
guard over the Hebgen Dam to alert people downstream in case it collapsed.  We also spoke 
with Tootie Greene of Billings who was sleeping in the Rock Creek campground when the quake 
hit. It ripped her tent in two but she and her family escaped uninjured. She tells of how she 
used her training as a nurse to save lives. 
 
 

9/8 Face the State   6:30am and 9:30am  

Host: Andy Curtis  

Guests: Greg Lemon and John Vore Montana Department of Fish Wildlife and Parks  

Curtis spoke with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Greg Lemon and John Vore about the 

archery season in Montana. 

They discussed some of the more important topics hunters should know like having the proper 

tags and knowing what areas their tags are for. Being bear aware, especially when archery 

hunting. Changes to any hunting regulations, like proof of sex no longer needing to be attached 

to an animal for identification. Instead proof of sex needs to be with the hunter until time of 

processing.  

The topic of chronic wasting disease was also discussed in-depth. A overview of what the 

disease is, how it spreads and why it is a danger to Montana deer, elk and moose. Also what 

hunters and FWP can do to help manage the disease, like FWP operated check stations.  

 

9/15 Face the State   6:30am and 9:30am  

Host: Tim McGonigal 

Guests: Lacey Gallagher and John Juras of the Great Falls Rotary Club and Sara Mayben of the 

Helena/Lewis and Clark National Forest. 

The program discussed the history and mission of Camp Rotary.  It is a youth camp located in 

the Little Belt Mountains near Monarch, Montana.  The camp has been in operation for more 



than a hundred years and serves people from all over Montana.  Examples include a camp for 

children of Montana National Guard members, a camp for children who have lost parents due 

to terminal illness, and a camp for children of convicted felons.  Another big topic that was 

discussed was the failing bridge going into the camp.  It was de-rated from 23 tons to 3 tons, 

limiting the types of vehicles that can enter the camp.  It has also had an impact on camp 

reservations for the summer 2019 camping season. The Forest Service representative discussed 

the government’s involvement with the bridge project.  The Rotary club is trying to raise money 

to replace the bridge in time for the 2020 summer camping season. 

 

9/22 Face the State   6:30am and 9:30an  

Host: Dennis Bragg  

FTS -Going-to-the-Sun Road Corridor Management Plan 

Discussion with Glacier National Park Superintendent Jeff Mow about the park's new Draft 

Corridor Management Plan for the Going-to-the-Sun Road. We talk about the spike in 

congestion for both traffic and parking on the popular scenic route, how the plan would give 

the park "tools" such as permits, parking controls and shuttles to deal with the overcrowding.  

Additionally, Mow updated other management issues and GNP projects such as the Sperry 

Chalet rebuild, and his time as chair of the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee.  

 

9/29 Face the State   6:30am and 9:30am  

Host:  Jay Kohn 

Guest:  Mark Adams / Rocky Mountain College Hall of Fame inductee 

Today's guest was Mark Adams, college basketball analyst for ESPN who was Rocky's Head 

Basketball Coach from 1982 to 1985.  When he was hired, Mark was the youngest head coach 

in the country.   Mark is among the 2019 inductees to the Clara Klindt Athletic Hall of Fame.  

From taking Rocky to the NAIA national tournament in 1985, ending 18 consecutive losing 

seasons,  to his current job as college basketball analyst with ESPN, Mark chronicled his 

coaching and sports career.  Mark was also the keynote speaker at the 2019 Women's NAIA 

national tournament in Billings, and shared his inspirational message.   More than 30 of Mark's 

former players and coaches will be in attendance for his induction ceremony. 

 


