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WTJX-TV
Quarterly Issues/Programs List

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019

The licensee of Station WTJX-TV has determined that the issues/topics listed below 
were of importance to the community during the past three months and has aired 

the following most significant programming related to those issues:

Issue:              Alcohol, Drug Abuse/Addiction
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:          7/2/2019 7:00 PM

As national attitudes and laws around cannabis use have evolved, so have the 
commercially grown strains of the plant. Some marijuana varieties today contain levels of 
THC, the drug’s psychoactive compound, as high as 50 percent, compared to around 5 
percent a generation ago. But as science correspondent Miles O'Brien reports, the effects 
of cannabis on the human brain are still relatively unknown.

Issue:              American History/Biography
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:          7/16/2019 7:00 PM

Lonnie Bunch, founding director of the National Museum of African American History 
and Culture, has just become the 14th head of the Smithsonian Institution -- and its first 
black leader. He sits down with Judy Woodruff to discuss the challenges facing the 
world’s largest museum and research complex and why the Smithsonian is as much about 
today and tomorrow as it is about the past.

Issue:              Community Politics, Government
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:          7/18/2019 7:00 PM



Page | 2

Massive protests filled San Juan's streets Monday, even as the heat index topped 100 
degrees. Demonstrations have been growing for nearly two weeks since the release of 
damaging chat messages exchanged by Puerto Rican Governor Ricardo Rossello and his 
inner circle. NPR’s Adrian Florido talks to Amna Nawaz about the roiling political crisis, 
the territory's economic struggles and Rosello's response.

Issue:              Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:          7/1/2019 7:00 PM

New charges against billionaire Jeffrey Epstein have brought renewed attention to the 
problem of sex trafficking in the U.S. What is the scope of this disturbing criminal 
underground, and how does it prey on marginalized children? Lisa Desjardins talks to 
Yasmin Vafa of Rights4Girls about how the Epstein case aligns with patterns she sees 
daily, in which powerful men exploit vulnerable youth.

Issue:               Environment/Nature/Natural Disasters
Series Title:     Big Pacific
Episode Title:  Violent
Length:            60 minutes
Airdate:           7/5/2019 9:00 PM

Plunge into the Pacific with researchers and cinematographers and see the ocean’s rare 
and dazzling creatures in a way never before seen on television. Filmed in cinematic 4K, 
the program examines an ocean that covers a third of the Earth’s surface.

Issue:              Environment/Nature/Natural Disasters
Series Title:    POV
Episode Title: Inventing Tomorrow
Length:           90 minutes
Airdate:          7/29/2019 10:00 PM

Teenage innovators prepare solutions to the world's environmental threats for 
presentation at the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair.

Issue:             Health/Health Care
Series Title:   PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         7/5/2019 7:00 PM
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Insulin is a vital drug that some 7.4 million Americans must take daily to manage their 
diabetes. But its price nearly doubled from 2012 to 2016, leaving some patients with no 
choice but to turn to black-market drugs or traveling to Canada, where insulin can be 90 
percent cheaper. Special correspondent Sarah Varney reports on the skyrocketing cost of 
insulin -- and the trend's deadly consequences.

Issue:              Immigration/Refugees
Series Title:    POV
Episode Title: Bisbee '17
Length:           120 minutes
Airdate:           7/15/2019 10:00 PM

Radically combining documentary and scripted elements, Bisbee '17 follows several 
members of the close-knit community in Bisbee, Arizona, a former mining town, as they 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Bisbee Deportation. When 1,200 immigrant 
miners were violently taken from their homes by a deputized force, shipped to the desert 
on cattle cars and left to die.

Issue:               Local/History
Series Title:    158th Emancipation Day Re-Enactment Ceremony
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:          7/3/2019 5:00 PM
 
An encore special presentation of the 158th Emancipation Day Re-Enactment Ceremony 
on St. Croix. The re-enactment portrayed the trials and tribulations of slaves living on St. 
Croix during Danish rule. It depicted the events leading up to the uprising of July 3, 
1848, in which, the slaves on St. Croix organized a rebellion to gain freedom.

Issue:               Local/Culture
Series Title:    2019 St. John Festival Parade
Length:           330 minutes
Airdate:          7/4/2019 11:00 AM
 
Live coverage of the 2019 St. John Festival parade from Cruz Bay. This year’s theme is 
“Celebrating Sixty-Five Years of Mas, Pageantry and a Cultural Scene.” Hosted by Addie 
Ottley, Lillie Moolenaar, Shayla Solomon and George Silcott, Jr the parade featured 
presentations from popular troupes like Infernos, Pan in Motion and Love City Pan 
Dragons. The year’s Grand Marshal was the St. John Festival Committee Members, past 
and present.

Issue:              Local/Community Issues 
Series Title:    Independence Day 2019:  Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society
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Length:           60 minutes 
Airdate:          7/26//2019 8:00 PM 

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution provides citizens with five basic 
freedoms. Among those basic freedoms are the protections of free speech and the press, 
which serve as cornerstones of our democracy. Why are these rights important? How do 
the rights to free speech and a free press ensure that we continue to live in a free, 
democratic society? These enduring questions take on even more significance in 2019, 
given the current socio-political climate in the United States. The V.I. Bar Foundation 
and the V.I. Bar Association tackles these issues in a panel discussion as part of its first 
annual community outreach project, to provide insight and thought-provoking discussions 
on current legal issues affecting us all.

Issue:              Local/Community Issues 
Series Title:    The Washington Report w/ Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett 
Episode Title: Congressman John Lewis
Length:           30 minutes 
Airdate:          7/18/2019 8:30 PM 

On this week’s episode, Congresswomen Plaskett is in conversation with Congressman 
John Lewis. Congressman Lewis is often called "one of the most courageous persons the 
Civil Rights Movement ever produced." He has dedicated his life to protecting human 
rights, securing civil liberties, and building what he calls "The Beloved Community" in 
America. His dedication to the highest ethical standards and moral principles has won 
him the admiration of many of his colleagues on both sides of the aisle in the United 
States Congress. 

Issue:              Minorities/Civil Rights
Series Title:    POV
Episode Title: Call Her Ganda
Length:           90 minutes
Airdate:          7/1/2019 10:00 PM

When Jennifer Laude, a Filipina transgendered woman, is brutally murdered by a U.S. 
Marine, three women intimately invested in the case—an activist attorney (Virgie 
Suarez), a transgender journalist (Meredith Talusan) and Jennifer’s mother (Julita 
“Nanay” Laude)—galvanize a political uprising, pursuing justice and taking on hardened 
histories of U.S. imperialism.

Issue:              National Politics/Government
Series Title:    Washington Week
Length:           30 minutes
Airdate:          7/26/2019 8:00 PM
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After former special counsel Robert Mueller testified on Capitol Hill this week, the 
panelists discussed possible next steps for Democrats in Congress and the future of 
election security in the wake of Russian election interference. The conversation also 
turned to the latest economic news and the federal budget deal.

Issue:              Science/Technology
Series Title:    Secrets of the Dead
Episode Title: Galileo's Moon
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:          7/2/2019 8:00 PM

Join experts as they uncover the truth behind the find of the century: an alleged proof 
copy of Galileo’s Sidereus Nuncius, which changed our understanding of the cosmos. 
This copy included his signature and seemingly original watercolor paintings.

Issue:               Science/Technology
Series Title:     Chasing the Moon: American Experience
Episode Title:  A Place Beyond the Sky
Length:            120 minutes
Airdate:           7/8/2019 9:00 PM

A Place Beyond the Sky begins in 1957 and tracks the early years of the space race as the 
United States struggles to catch up with the Soviet Union. This episode reveals 
breathtaking failures and successes of the nascent American space program and 
demonstrates the stakes and costs of reaching the moon.

Issue:              Alcohol, Drug Abuse/Addiction
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:           8/26/2019 7:00:00 PM

An Oklahoma judge delivered a $572 million judgment against pharmaceutical giant 
Johnson & Johnson in the first major legal decision to go against a drugmaker for its role 
in the opioid crisis. The judge found the company’s marketing practices helped flood the 
state with painkillers. William Brangham talks to State Impact Oklahoma’s Jackie Fortier 
about the case's unusual argument and broad impact.

Issue:             Agriculture
Series Title:   PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:          8/9/2019 7:00 PM
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African Americans have lost millions of acres of farmland across the South during the 
last century, in a trend propelled by economic forces, racism and white economic and 
political power. Most of the losses occurred since the 1950s. John Yang talks to Vann 
Newkirk of The Atlantic, which highlights the story in its September issue, about the 
origins of what Newkirk calls “the great land robbery.”

Issue:             Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement
Series Title:   PBS NewsHour Weekend
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:          8/4/2019 5:30 PM

On this edition for Sunday, August 4, terror and tragedy grip America with two deadly 
mass shootings in less than 24 hours. Also, the latest updates on the massacres in Dayton, 
Ohio, and El Paso, Texas, a look at the role of online forums and their links to domestic 
terrorism, and how the media may contribute to the rhetoric of white supremacists. Hari 
Sreenivasan anchors from New York.

Issue:            Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement
Series Title:  PBS NewsHour
Length:         60 minutes
Airdate:         8/27/2019 7:00 PM

When accused sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein died by suicide in a New York jail, some of 
his alleged victims reacted with outrage that he had robbed them of the chance to face 
him in court. But more than a dozen of Epstein’s accusers told their stories to a federal 
judge in Manhattan on Tuesday instead. Amna Nawaz talks to The Washington Post's 
Renae Merle about what the women shared.

Issue:              Environment/Nature/Natural Disasters
Series Title:    Operation Maneater
Episode Title: Great White Shark
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:           8/21/2019 8:00 PM

Mark Evans travels to Western Australia, where seven people have been killed by sharks 
in the last three years. Authorities have implemented radical measures to catch and kill 
any shark they deem a threat. Evans wants to find non-lethal solutions to keep people — 
and sharks — safe. He enters the water to attach tracking tags to great whites; joins beach 
patrol teams searching for sharks; and tests a new “multi-spectral” camera that spots 
sharks from the air even when they are hidden several meters underwater.
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Issue:              Environment/Nature/Natural Disasters
Series Title:    NOVA
Episode Title: Lethal Seas
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:          8/28/2019 9:00 PM

Marine scientists across the world are hunting for clues to one of the greatest 
environmental catastrophes facing our planet today: ocean acidification. For years we've 
known the ocean absorbs about a quarter of the carbon dioxide in Earth's atmosphere. But 
as carbon emissions continue to rise, seawater chemistry is changing, and the ocean's 
acidity is increasing. As a result, many marine animals struggle to form the skeletons and 
shells vital for their survival. From the planet's poles to the tropics, thousands of species 
are in danger. NOVA takes viewers to the front lines of this burgeoning crisis. At 
Oregon's Whiskey Creek Shellfish Hatchery, we see where an entire batch of 100 million 
oyster larvae died within days. On the other side of the world, nestled among the volcanic 
islands of Milne Bay, Papua New Guinea, a striking coral garden may be being poisoned 
by a stream of carbon dioxide bubbles erupting from cracks in the ocean floor. Is this a 
vision of the future? How will the ocean's incredible creatures adapt and evolve in the 
face of this challenge? NOVA joins scientists from around the world as they race to save 
our oceans from an uncertain fate.

Issue:            Health/Health Care
Series Title:  Firing Line with Margaret Hoover
Length:         30 minutes
Airdate:         8/9/2019 8:30 PM

Rep. Pramila Jayapal, co-sponsor of the House Medicare for All Act, makes the case for a 
universal government-run health insurance program. She explains why she supports 
eliminating private insurance and what that would mean for the 150 million+ people with 
employer-based coverage. She also talks about the cost of Medicare for All and whether 
wait times for doctors’ visits would change

Issue:              Health/Health Care
Series Title:    Frontline
Episode Title: Outbreak
Length:           60 minutes
Airdate:           8/13/2019 10:00 PM

The vivid, inside story of how the Ebola outbreak began and why it wasn’t stopped 
before it was too late. With exclusive access to key global decision-makers and health 
responders, and gripping accounts of victims from the slums of Monrovia to the jungles 
of Guinea, “Outbreak” exposes tragic missteps in the response to the epidemic.
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Issue:              Local/Community Issues 
Series Title:    The Washington Report w/ Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett 
Episode Title: 3rd Annual Virgin Islands Advocacy Day
Length:           30 minutes 
Airdate:          8/08/2019 8:30 PM 

Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett hosted the 3rd Virgin Islands Advocacy Day on Capitol 
Hill. Unlike most of the continental United States, where many states have large 
delegations of members in Congress, Rep Plaskett is the only member who champions for 
the interests of the Virgin Islands in the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate. 
As a result, it is a harder feat to ensure that her fellow members understand the federal 
issues facing the U.S. Virgin Islands and the role that Congress can and must play in 
resolving them. It is in this spirit that Virgin Islands Advocacy Day was created. Among 
the issues the 3rd Advocacy Day focused on were the upcoming Medicaid Cliff, Earned 
Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit reimbursement, and the ongoing rebuilding and 
resiliency efforts. Rep. Plaskett is confident that through our collective advocacy the 
Virgin Islands will have a more prominent voice on Capitol Hill. 

Issue:              Minorities/Civil Rights
Series Title:    POV
Episode Title: Do Not Resist
Length:           90 minutes
Airdate:           8/19/2019 10:00 PM

Director Craig Atkinson puts viewers in the center of the action in this vital and 
influential exploration of the rapid militarization of the police in the United States. 
Winner, Best Documentary Feature Award, 2016 Tribeca Film Festival.

Issue:            National Politics/Government
Series Title:  Washington Week
Length:         30 minutes
Airdate:         8/16/2019 8:00 PM

In the wake of bearish economic indicators, the panelists discussed President Donald 
Trump’s trade war with China, unrest in Hong Kong, and the implications of a potentially 
weakening economy on the 2020 presidential race.  The panel then turned to the 
president's call on Israel this week to block a visit by two minority female lawmakers, 
saying it would show "great weakness." 

Issue:           Alcohol, Drug Abuse/Addiction
Series Title: PBS NewsHour
Length:        60 minutes
Airdate:        9/6/2019 7:00 PM
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Following several mysterious deaths linked to vaping, the federal government is now 
warning Americans not to use e-cigarettes. The Centers for Disease Control also said 
there are 450 reported cases of lung illnesses tied to vaping, in more than 30 states. 
William Brangham talks to Allison Aubrey of NPR about what is known, and what isn’t, 
about the health risks of vaping.

Issue:           Education
Series Title: Freedom Writers: Stories From the Heart
Length:        60 minutes
Airdate:        9/2/2019 12:00 AM

"Freedom Writers: Stories from the Heart" follows idealistic teacher Erin Gruwell as she 
tries to reach 150 at-risk students who were labeled "unteachable." It's 1994 and Long 
Beach, California is a racially divided community filled with drugs, gang warfare and 
homicides. Inside the classroom, Gruwell encounters hostility, indifference and racial 
divisions between students. The struggle and strife on the streets has carried into the 
school halls. Refusing to give up, Gruwell uses relevant literature and media to compare 
their reality in urban America to the worst examples throughout history of man's 
inhumanity to man.

Issue:           Health/Health Care
Series Title: To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe
Length:        30 minutes
Airdate:        9/27/2019 4:30 PM

This week topic is: veganism in the Black community. Bonnie speaks with award-
winning nutritionist and best-selling author Tracye McQuirter. Her newest book is called 
Ageless Vegan.

Issue:           National Politics/Government
Series Title: Firing Line with Margaret Hoover
Length:        30 minutes
Airdate:        9/27/2019 8:30 PM

Former NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg joins Firing Line to discuss House Democrats’ 
decision to launch an impeachment inquiry into Pres. Trump. Bloomberg talks about two 
of his signature issues, gun safety and climate change, and explains how he sees 
businesses working alongside government to address global threats. He explains why he 
isn’t running for president in 2020, and weighs in on the field.
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Issue:           Minorities/Civil Rights
Series Title: Willie Velasquez: Your Vote is Your Voice
Length:         60 minutes
Airdate:         9/13/2019 9:00 AM

Meet the charismatic pioneering activist whose rallying cry of “su voto es su voz” (your 
vote is your voice) started a grassroots movement that transformed the nation’s political 
landscape and paved the way for the growing power of the Latino vote.


