
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KKTR, 

Kirksville, Missouri, a repeater station of KBIA, Columbia, Missouri along with the most 

significant programming treatment of those issues for the period October, 2017 through 

December, 2017. The listing is by no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues 

appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

 

Issue: Same-Sex Marriage/The Family  

“Path to Supreme Court for Same-Sex Marriage, the Power of Stories with Jim 

Obergefell” 

 An episode of KBIA’s talk show Intersection 

October 30, 2017 

Aired at 6:30 pm 

28:30 

This week on Intersection we are joined by Jim Obergefell, who was the plaintiff 

in the landmark Supreme Court case that legalized same-sex marriage. Obergefell 

visited the University of Missouri earlier this month to present a lecture called 

“Love Wins” for a symposium on the Science of Love. Timothy Blair also joined 

the conversation. Blair is an alumnus of the Missouri School of Journalism, and in 

2015 he donated $1 million to create the Timothy D. Blair Fund for LGBT 

Coverage in Journalism. Mizzou Queer Media Association president T.J. Thomson 

and and vice president Samantha Koester sat down with Obergefell and Blair to 

talk about their experiences. 

 

 

Issue: Health Care 

“Vulnerable Rural Hospitals Face Tough Decisions of Profitable but Questionable 

Billing Schemes” 

Coverage from KBIA’s Health and Wealth Desk 

November 1, 2017 

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered  

4:00 min. 

Rural hospitals such as Fulton Medical serve as a lifeline for health care and jobs 

in small towns but face dwindling revenues. Had it closed, Fulton Medical Center 

would have been the 20th rural hospital in the country to shutter in just the past 

two years. Nearly 700 of the nation's rural hospitals, about one-third of the 

facilities, are at risk of closing. Yet despite their notoriously slim operating 

margins, Jorge Perez has purchased close to 20 rural hospitals in recent years in 

Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Florida and elsewhere. By next year, he said he 

wants to own 50 of them. But a report issued by the Missouri State Auditor in 

August raises serious questions about how one of Perez’s companies is running 

another Missouri hospital: Putnam County Memorial in Unionville. And an 

investigation by Side Effects Public Media, KCUR and KBIA uncovered a pattern 

of controversial businesses practices by management companies with ties to Perez, 

which can lead to big profits for the management companies but high risks for 

vulnerable hospitals. 

 

https://www.ruralhealthweb.org/NRHA/media/Emerge_NRHA/PDFs/02-02-16PI16NRHAreleaseoniVantagestudy.pdf


Issue: Veterans/Support of Veterans   

Welcome Home Expands to House and Assist More Veterans 

 An episode of KBIA’s talk show Intersection 

November 6, 2017 

Aired at 6:30 pm 

Length: 28:30 

Welcome Home is a transitional emergency and service center for veterans. The 

organization has been operating in Columbia for more than 25 years, and recently 

expanded. The mission? To reduce veteran homelessness by helping people gain 

housing, services and skills to form stable lives. Intersection's Sara Shahriari sat 

down with Timothy Rich, the executive director of Welcome Home, to learn about 

the organization and its new facilities. 

 

 

Issue: Health Care 

“Trump Administration Rule Scales Back Program Keeping rural Hospitals Afloat” 

Coverage from KBIA’s Health and Wealth Desk 

November 21, 2017 

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered  

4:00  

It’s a familiar story in rural America. Four years ago the Pemiscot County hospital, 

the lone public hospital in Missouri’s poorest county, nearly closed. What’s 

keeping it in business today has also become increasingly common in rural 

healthcare: relationships with a handful of local pharmacies. Through a 

prescription drug discount program called 340B—named for the section in federal 

law that authorizes it—the Pemiscot County hospital buys medicines at a steep 

discount from drug makers, sells it to local pharmacies and pockets the profits. But 

that may change. Earlier this month, the Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid finalized a rule that would reduce funding for hospitals in the program 

by $1.6 billion. 

 

 

Issue: Agriculture 

“Missouri Bolsters Fight Against California Egg Law”  

 Coverage from the KBIA Harvest Public Media reporter 

  December 4, 2017 

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered  

4:00 min. 

Thirteen states filed a lawsuit in December with the U.S. Supreme Court 

challenging a California law that requires farmers to give egg-laying hens more 

space. The lawsuit, filed by Missouri Attorney General Josh Hawley, claims the 

2015 California egg law is a violation of two federal laws. One prohibits state laws 

from discriminating against citizens of other states and another bans one state from 

imposing its farming regulations on other states. Hawley commissioned an 

economic analysis that he says shows California’s law costs out-of-state farmers 

and consumers millions. 

https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2017-Press-releases-items/2017-11-01-2.html

