
WROC-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT
3Q 2016 – July 1, 2016 – September 30, 2016

WROC-TV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 
treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 3rd quarter of 2016:

Business and Industry
Community
Crime/Law Enforcement
Economy
Education
Environment
Health
Politics
Military/Veteran Services
Politics

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 
issues:

Local:
Program Day Time
News 8 at Sunrise 5&6am Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00 am
News 8 at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30 pm
News 8 at 4 Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30pm
News 8 at 5 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm
News 8 at 5:30 Monday-Friday 5:30-6:00pm
News 8 at 6 Monday-Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm
News 8 at 11 Monday-Sunday 11:00-11:35 pm

All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports, lifestyle programming focusing on current issues and events.  

National:
Program Day Time
CBS Evening News Monday-Sunday 6:30-7:00pm

A daily evening broadcast featuring news reports, feature stories and interviews by CBS 
News correspondents and reporters covering events across world.

60 Minutes Sunday 7:00-8:00pm
60 Minutes is a weekly news program that includes investigative reports, interviews, 

feature segments and profiles of people in the news.

Face the Nation Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm
John Dickerson is the host of "Face the Nation". He also serves as Political Director for 

CBS News and is a contributor to Slate magazine and its podcast The Political Gabfest.



Guests include government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. John 
Dickerson engages panelists in a lively roundtable discussion focusing on current topics.

 CBS Sunday Morning Sunday 9-10:30am
A news broadcast reviewing events of the preceding week, celebrating human 

accomplishments and achievements and journeying through the world of fine art, music, nature, 
sports, science and Americana.

Syndicated:
Program Day Time
Dr. Oz Monday-Friday 10:00-11:00am

Dr. Oz is considered to be the most trusted voice on television and has the remarkable 
capacity to connect emotionally to millions of people both in person and through a multitude of 
media channels. It is Dr. Oz’s mission to spread his message of leading a happier, healthier, and 
more fulfilling life. Dr. Oz encourages people to take control of their own health through simple 
lifestyle changes and provides easy, smart tools people can use every day to achieve long-term 
positive health results.

Business and Industry: Tracking businesses in the Greater Rochester area. New businesses 
opening, updates to existing businesses and information on future developments.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/6/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Many elected officials, still mum tonight about thousands of new jobs 
coming to Rochester. We heard the news from Gates Town Supervisor Mark Assini, and later it 
was confirmed by the health care company Maximus. Maximus administers government 
programs. It is taking over the old Kodak building off Elmgrove Avenue. The company told us it 
is planning on hiring two thousand people. By August first, they want 180 of those jobs filled. 
The facility is going to be a call center helping people with the Affordable Care Act. Assini says 
the whole town will benefit. Maximus is based in Virginia. It also has an operations center in 
Pittsford that employs some 300 people. Senator Chuck Schumer is so far the only other elected 
official to comment. He released a statement saying in part: “Maximus is a strong and growing 
company with a Rochester base, and today’s news only expands on their New York 
commitment.” To apply for a job at Maximus, we have a link on our website, Rochesterfirst.com.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/12/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: This week, Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren announced the city is looking 
for businesses or groups to create public bikeshare programs. Right now the city is looking for a 
vendor who will own and operate the system without city funding. A study was done by the 
Genesee Transportation Council that showed bikesharing would work in both the urban areas 
and neighboring towns. Rochester City Engineer Jim McIntosh said, “You take it to one 
bikeshare station to another and if you do that within a certain amount of time, half hour to an 
hour, you don’t pay an additional fee and if you go beyond that sometimes you pay an hourly 
rate after that point in time. The goal is to keep the bikes moving.” The system will likely be 
implemented in phases, with the first phase focused on the downtown area and surrounding 
neighborhoods. The first phase is expected to begin in spring 2017.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: We told you yesterday the developers have backed out of the Finger Lakes 
Resort project in Canandaigua. A 130 room hotel and spa was expected to open as early as this 
fall. After money ran out for the original developer of the Finger Lakes Resort, a rescue line was 
thrown. Bob Morgan and David Christa stepped in, they’re the co-developers of the Strathallan 
Hotel in Rochester. They hinted that additional financial assistance would be necessary. It’s 
unclear if they ever received that help, but this week they told the city of Canandaigua they will 
no longer be moving the project forward. Canandaigua Mayor Ellen Polimeni said, “The city 
does not know why this occurred. So right now, we’re in the process of trying to set up meetings 
with the principals involved in the construction project to find out what happened and where 
things stand on this point.” We have reached out to both developers for an explanation. They 
have not returned our calls.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new performing arts center in downtown Rochester. It’s been in the 
works for years. Today, results of a feasibility study on the proposal. It looked at 17 different 
possible locations. One option, the much-talked about Parcel 5 site of the former Midtown Plaza. 
Another recommendation: The corner of Court and Exchange streets, which is a parking lot. That 
option would cost twice as much. Deputy Commissioner of Neighborhood and Business 
Development Kate Washington said, “We don’t necessarily see those as all the same thing. 
We’re saying these are options that are available to us. Let’s explore all of our options and see 
what’s best for the city.” Last week the city pushed back the deadline for developers to submit 
their plans to early September.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/21/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: While a lot of farmers are struggling to keep their crops healthy during this 
hot, dry summer, wine vineyards could have a better-than-average grape harvest. The folks at 
Casa Larga Vineyards who say grapes love two things, sunshine and warmth. Dry conditions are 
better for the vines the grapes grown on. Rainy, cold weather can leave growers with grapes that 
aren’t as ripe, and that will eventually hurt the final product. But if the weather continues in this 
dry spell, it could also hurt the vines. Wine maker Matt Cassavaugh said, “There’s a limit to that 
and if you give them severe drought conditions, they’ll start shutting down a little bit and stop 
conducting photosynthesis and ultimately you could cause a less ripe crop and in really, really 
bad conditions, complete crop loss.” The dry weather is also helping the vineyard save a little bit 
of money. Casa Larga says they will spend less on pesticides this year.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: AirBNB hosts all across the state fear that new laws could restrict their 
bottom line. The potential changes could mean a lot less money for the company, and the people 
who use it as a source of income. The law was intended mainly to target illegal short term rentals 
being advertised in New York City. Slumlords were using it to get around taxes and other 
housing laws, but the impact could be felt right here in Rochester. A new law which passed the 



New York State Senate and the House is just awaiting gubernatorial approval. The law would 
prohibit advertising rentals fewer than thirty days, unless the resident is present during the stay. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The drought is having a negative impact on a popular activity at 
Letchworth State Park. Adventure Calls, the company that leads rafters down the river, has 
cancelled all of their trips. The owners say this is the first time since 2000 the river has been this 
low, this early in the season. When it comes to getting the river back to normal, the owner says 
he pays attention to the weather in the Southern Tier and Northern Pennsylvania. Just because 
the river is low now, doesn’t mean Adventure Calls is closed for the summer. If it does rain, 
especially south of Letchworth, they could be back in business in no time.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/28/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Wegmans is continuing its 100th anniversary celebration with an outdoor 
festival at the flagship store in Pittsford. There’s everything from music and product 
demonstrations to contests and children’s activities. And the best part, it’s all free. Food and 
drinks are also available. Stop by the Pittsford Wegmans any time before 8pm to join in the fun.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/28/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: From suburban bowling alley to urban entertainment center. Tonight 
Clover Lanes confirmed it’s moving to a new location and changing its name. Clover Lanes will 
reopen at Blossom Road and Carlson Road in Rochester’s North Winton Road neighborhood. 
Clover Lanes opened in 1957 on Monroe Avenue in Brighton, but closed this past March to 
make way for new development. The new venue will be called Radio Social, named after its new 
home inside the historic Stromberg-Carlson radio factory. Owners of Clover Lanes will take over 
42,000 square feet of space in the building. It will include bowling lanes and an indoor area for 
table tennis, billiards and more. There will be a restaurant and cocktail bar featuring an outdoor 
patio and a backyard for grilling and lawn games. It’s expected to open in the fall.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/28/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Many have questioned calls for the need for more downtown  housing in 
Rochester, with abandoned buildings still present downtown and new high rise rentals going up . 
Btu realtors say the demand is still there. The housing market in Monroe County is booming in 
general, but realtors say it’s especially in demand downtown, and that if new residential 
buildings keep coming, they’ll be able to fill them.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/29/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Ralph Lauren is once again tapping Hickey Freeman to manufacture 
blazers for Team USA at the Olympics in Rio. The Olympians will wear the blazers during the 
Opening Ceremony. The company was already producing the shorts for the closing ceremony. 



The Hickey Freeman Olympic Blazer will eventually be available for safe to the public at all 
Ralph Lauren stores and online. The Summer Olympics in Rio kick off next Friday.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/30/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The Buffalo Bills snapped into practice mode today for the team’s training 
camp held at St. John Fisher College in Pittsford. Thousands of people are expected to attend the 
opening weekend’s practice, some traveling from all over the country. From food to souvenirs to 
travel, this weekend is going to be an expensive one for some super fans at the Bills Training 
Camp. Vendors are set up to sell kettle corn, snow cones, fried dough and hot dogs. Even though 
some people are spending a lot of money, they say it’s worth it.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 8/1/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Most of our lawns are looking a little crispy right now thanks to the lack of 
rain. This summer’s drought is taking its toll on yards everywhere, and lawn companies are also 
taking a hit. Most homeowners sign a contract for lawn care, similar to snowplowing. Others pay 
as you mow. Mike Callahan of Callahan’s Lawn Care says his business is losing about $2,500 to 
$3,000 a week. He said, “It’s a tough balancing act. So, we’ve actually gone out and tried to 
solicit more maintenance work so that our mowing crew can actually keep some more work 
going. But the last thing we want to do is do something detrimental to our consumer and go out 
and mow a lawn that doesn’t need to be mowed.” Lawn care experts suggest watering your lawn 
less often, but for a longer amount of time. They say watering lightly will not help the roots, and 
that can actually be harmful to the grass.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/3/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A huge turnout today at a job fair for Maximus. Maximus is the healthcare 
company that announced last month, it’s bringing 2,000 jobs to the Rochester Tech Park. At least 
100 people were ready interview as soon as doors opened at 11 this morning. But the company 
says this wasn’t your last chance to get on board. Maximus says starting pay for most of their 
jobs is 14 to 15 dollars an hour.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/4/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: How effective has New York’s Start-Up program been since its start in 
2014? This week, the Assembly’s Economic Development Committee was looking for that 
answer. The tax incentive program allows companies to come to New York and tam up with 
educational institutions, tax free for ten years. The committee says the problem is Start-Up New 
York is more perception than creation. To date, 53 million dollars has been spent advertising 
Start-Up New York resulting in 408 jobs. That breaks down to $130,000 to bring in one job. For 
two hours, Commissioner Zemsky went back and forth with members on how many jobs have 
actually been created. Zemsky feels confident in the program as it’s resulted in 45 million in 
investment and wages across New York State. The president of the independent research think 
tank, Empire Center for Public Policy says it’s not that Start-Up New York needs to end, but the 
state needs to stop partnering with educational institutions and private companies.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/9/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Were following developments in another labor battle in Monroe County. 
Today, county workers rallied for higher pay. Nearly 2,000 county employees have been 
working without a contract since 2013. And they’re demanding the county take action and 
negotiate. CSEA represents about 1800 workers and is the largest collective bargaining unit in 
Monroe County. They represent water treatment workers, probation officers, county hospital 
employees, and they all say they’ve been repeatedly and deliberately brushed off by the county, 
specifically the HR director. Justin Wilcox, a county legislator from Brighton says there’s one 
common thread through the sheriff’s deputies contracts and today’s rally. Wilcox said, “CSEA 
has had the same problem to the other unions they’ve found the county won’t negotiate in good 
faith they’ve found they’ve had the same insults thrown at them that basically they’re 
replaceable.” We reached out to Monroe County for a response. They sent us a statement which 
reads in part, “The county has always bargained in good faith. However, the Taylor Law requires 
confidentiality and it is the county’s longstanding position not to discuss the status of ongoing 
labor negotiations.” Some of the key points mentioned in the negotiation include: a request for 
employees to make health insurance concessions in exchange for raises. The county says the 
union’s health insurance benefits are unsustainable. And the cost of retiree health insurance will 
soon be as much as is spent on health insurance for current employees. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: They own several restaurants and a lot of real estate in the Rochester area. 
Now the Daniele family is making plans for the Braddock Bay Marina in Greece. The Danieles 
want to invest 1.5 million dollars into the facility. That includes replacing docks, renovating the 
bathrooms and lounge, and adding a facility where boaters can get a bite to eat. The Danieles 
hope to recapture the marina’s heyday. Danny Daniele said, “We believe those days . It will 
probably take us a few years to get us back up to 300 boats at Braddock Bay, but it’s something 
we believe, if we continue to invest, and do the rejuvenation work we signed on with the town, 
we’ll reach that milestone.” It will be renamed Westpoint Marina. Once the contract is finalized, 
the Danieles expect to start booking docks at the end of this year, for next season.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/22/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: A new entrepreneurs program is starting up in Rochester. Mayor Lovely 
Warren made the announcement today. It’s called Kiva Rochester, and is part of the largest non-
profit crowd funding platform in the world. The opening of the new Rochester office is designed 
to help businesses here grow. Kiva makes it possible by offering loans through crowd sourced 
funding. Mayor Warren said, “This is a tool that we’d like to bring to our community so that the 
traditionally unbanked will now be able to be bankable through a loan program.” One local 
business, the Coffee Connection, was the first to use Kiva to get a loan to expand their business. 
They say it’s been a great success.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/24/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :45
Detailed Description: Henrietta Ambulance has received a recognition so high that only five 
agencies in the state share the distinction. The organization has been recognized by the 
commission on accreditation of ambulance services or CAAS. It’s given for excellence in 
leadership, training and patient care. Staff will wear new pins, and new stickers will be on 
ambulances. The entire process took Henrietta Ambulance three years to complete. Only 170 
agencies have received this recognition in North America.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/24/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Local seafood restaurant Roc Fish on East Henrietta Road in Brighton is 
closing. Co-owner Mike Kimble says a combination of factors lead to the decision. According to 
Kimble, the new legislation increasing minimum wage, an expensive lease, and nearby roadwork 
sealed the restaurant’s fate. Kimble and his brother do not have any definite plans but he is 
considering selling their well-known lobster bisque. Roc Fish employed 65 to 70 people.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/2/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: From Austria to Rochester, a European rail car interior business is making 
our city their U.S. home base.  Austria’s Paul Edelsegger is taking his family’s business, 
Seisenbacher Rail Interiors, global. The company produces the insides of trains and subways. We 
went inside their first U.S. manufacturing location on Humboldt Street in Rochester. Dan 
Hellwig will oversee operations. He says Seisenbacher hopes to hire over 60 employees within 
the next five years. Hellwig said, “They will be doing some assembly work, some CNC 
machining and we also have a specialized bonding application.” Seisenbacher chose Rochester 
over sites in California. Proximity to business partners played a key role. Mark Peterson with 
Greater Rochester Enterprises says this company will do more than bring in jobs. Peterson said, 
“There are a number of companies everything from service providers to partners in the supply 
chain, that are local companies that are going to work with them. That’s when it’s great when 
you bring a new company here and they being to build a company with a company, that is a win 
win.” Edellsegger says the fourth generation family owned business plans to be here for a while.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/6/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Remember the Photonics Institute? The one that was promised to 
Rochester along with thousands of jobs more than a year ago. We haven’t seen much happen 
with that, but the state today provided proof that there is significant movement. It announced the 
selection of a third party to pick a spot for the institute’s testing, assembly and packaging, or 
TAP, plant. The decision removes influence from local and state leaders who had duked it out 
over where it should go. John Maggiore, the NYS Photonics Board Chair said, “My assessment 
was that we should do an objective evaluation of what the best possible location is.” The 
Photonics Institute remains a large part of the state’s effort to revitalize our region through an 
effort being called Finger Lakes Forward.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/7/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new bill signed by Governor Cuomo today at the Genesee Brew House 
allowing alcohol to be sold before 10am on Sundays. According to Cuomo, it’s good news for 
restaurants statewide, and local businesses like the Brew House agree. Cuomo was also there to 
announce millions in state funding being given to the Genesee Brew House to expand and 
modernize their existing location. 49 million dollars will be going to expanding the existing 
location, modernizing all of the brewing equipment, and creating an event space. Governor 
Cuomo saying it’s not only good for the Brew House itself, but for all of upstate New York. The 
49 million is coming from public and private sector with $9.5 million in state funding, including 
a $5 million capital grant through the Upstate Revitalization Initiative and the rest from the 
North American Brewing Company, who says the funding is as good for business as it will 
before the community. The Brew House already employs 600 people, and with the expansion, 
128 new jobs will be added. Half of those will got to Rochestarians living in poverty. The new 
law allowing alcohol to be sold at 10am on Sundays takes effect immediately.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/7/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Today Wilmorite, led by mall magnate and Del Lago casino owner Tom 
Wilmot, announced it will not submit a proposal to develop Parcel Five. Parcel Five is the green 
space in the heart of downtown, where Midtown Plaza once stood. Earlier this year, Wilmorite 
submitted a preliminary plan for a stand-alone performing arts center. But today, Wilmorite 
announced it will not move forward with its plan. In a statement, Wilmorite criticized the city, 
hinting it favors plans for a casino instead. City Spokesman Jim Smith said, “The decision to 
submit a proposal, or not to, is solely at the discretion of any potential developers. We will 
continue to move forward in a fair and impartial manner.” Meantime another group is proposing 
something else altogether. Rochester Visionary Square wants to preserve Parcel 5 as green space. 
It would include a stage for outdoor concerts and a marketplace of kiosks, surrounding the green 
space. The city’s deadline to submit proposals for Parcel 5 is tomorrow afternoon.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 9/14/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:25
Detailed Description: It's time now for our Why ROC interview.  I am pleased to welcome Sean 
Flaherty to the program, the Executive Vice President of Strategy for ITX.  You've been in the 
technology space for the better part of the last 20 years.  Over that time, no surprise, there's been 
some evolution within the company. Tell us where you are today. Well we started off, my 
partner founded the firm as a telecommunications company in 1997 and we were doing 
telecommunications consulting, very similar IT level stuff, and over the years we evolved into 
more of a technology firm doing everything from pulling cables to setting up computers for 
companies, to building websites in the early days, and ultimately we evolved into more of a 
website company, and now we're more of a software product development company, so we're 
doing more intense software development for larger companies like Paychex and Ernst & Young, 
and other large firms locally. We've hired quite a few this year alone and we're growing at a 
pretty rapid pace year over year, so it's been good for the community, it's been good for ITX, it's 
been good for our clients - a lot of great stuff going on right here in our local community. Some 
of the digital trends are that companies are starting to realize how important this digital 



experience is to their strategic advantage or their strategic positioning compared to their 
competition, so they're starting to realize they can't just do a project and invest in a website once 
every three or four years, they've got to actually continuously invest and evolve their systems 
over longer periods of time and know that this isn't something they can stop investing in really, 
and they've got to continuously - we use the term continuously innovation - to describe how they 
should be, sort of investing in the digital experience that their web and mobile technologies, or 
any digital technology that they have, interacts with their customers. We have customers 
nationally and internationally and we have offices in Argentina and in Portland, Oregon, and in 
other places that are popping up rather quickly, but we're headquartered here in Rochester.  
We've always been here in Rochester.  We'll always be here in Rochester.  I think it's been a 
fantastic place to have our headquarters from a resource perspective, from a knowledge 
perspective - I mean, we're pulling some great talent out of Rochester Institute of Technology - 
put a little plug in for them - the Simon School of Business, we have one of their students right 
now in the Executive EDP program.  It's been a great community to pull talent from and to grow 
our business and we look forward to continuing to do that for years into the future.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/16/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Redevelopment plans have been unveiled for the land that as once part of 
the Inner Loop in downtown Rochester. The mayor has recommended four projects. The Strong 
National Museum of Play is proposing an expansion, along with a new hotel, spa and retail. It 
also wants to build housing. Morgan Development and Christa Construction are proposing an 
apartment building along with office space. Home Leasing also proposed apartments, some of 
which would be affordable housing. The city wants to keep the remaining land green space. This 
will also bring new jobs to the area. Commissioner of Neighborhood and Business Development 
Baye Muhammad said, “As you can hear in the background, we have a lot of construction jobs in 
the infield, but there will be hundreds of more jobs for this and permanent jobs at the end of the 
project.” City council must approve the proposals before moving forward. It could take two to 
three years to complete the developments.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/20/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Neighbors got another chance to share their thoughts on a proposed large 
scale greenhouse in Webster. The meeting was held at the Webster Parks and Recreation Center. 
Intergrow plans to build a 25 acre greenhouse for growing tomatoes along Salt and State roads 
by the end of 2017, and two more of similar size in the future. The company claims it’ll create 
more than 100 jobs. Neighbors worry about the scale of the project affecting their property 
values, and say the project may violate a conservation easement with the town. Webster’s 
planning board did not make a final ruling on the project this evening. We’ll keep tabs on this 
story and let you know when and if that happens.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/21/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today Governor Cuomo called the Greater Rochester International 
Airport, the front door to the entire region. It’s one reason why it’s won millions in state funding. 
Cuomo was in town to announce the airport has won a 40 million dollar state grant for major 



upgrades. That includes outdoor solar panels, indoor improvements to the dining area, a play 
area for children, technology to accommodate the deaf and hard of hearing., and technical 
upgrades to security. Cuomo said, “It’s not like it was where people just go to the airport when 
they’re taking a family vacation and they leave. This is about business, economic development 
and having that front door that welcomes business and says this is a region that is growing.” The 
renovation will take place within the next two years, at a total cost of 63 million dollars. 23 
million of that will be paid for with local and federal funds. The airport serves nearly 2.5 million 
passengers every year.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/28/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A free seminar and networking event was held today at the Monroe Golf 
Club in Pittsford. It’s all part of an effort to help small business owners here in Rochester. More 
than 100 entrepreneurs and small business owners learned ways to grow their business. Topics 
included social media and financing. Organizers talked about their goals. Art Roberts the chair of 
Greater Rochester Score said, “It’s a loose arm of the Small Business Administration, we have 
about 85 volunteers here in Rochester. Score has been in operation a little over 50 years and we 
provide consulting for small business or startups or people who are interested in starting a 
business or currently running their business.” The event, which was called Learn to Soar 2.0 was 
built upon the success of last year’s Learn to Soar event.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/29/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: On Manufacturing Day, local businesses spent the day appealing to 
students to consider a profession in manufacturing. They say there’s a serious deficit in the 
workforce and it’s only going to get worse. Nationwide, the average age of a manufacturing 
employee is 56. So companies like Acro Industries are using opportunities like Manufacturing 
Day to bring in the new workforce they so desperately need. Bob Coyne of Acro Industries said, 
“The manufacturing sector across the U.S. has lost its luster and getting youth back involved and 
energized to replace the aging workforce that has a shortage, not only in Rochester, NY, but all 
across the country, is extremely important and it’s great to see these kids out here today showing 
the enthusiasm we need.” Many students in attendance say Manufacturing Day gave them new 
excitement for the possibilities after graduation. A recent study done by MCC shows the deficit 
continues to grow for skilled workers. So those who’ve dedicated their lives to manufacturing 
are now encouraging all students to think big for themselves and for their futures.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/29/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: One of the developers hoping to develop Parcel Five in the city has laid out 
its plan. Gallina Development is the last of four proposals to present their ideas publicly. 
Gallina’s Parcel 5 plan includes a fourteen story building that includes restaurants, retail and 
entertainment space. This space will also be home to 31 owner occupied condominiums. Three 
other proposals were submitted by Rochester Visionary Square, Rochester Broadway Theatre 
League and the company that runs Hart’s Local Groceries. 



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New apartments are being built in the historic East Avenue neighborhood 
of Rochester. Despite objections from George Eastman Museum, an appellate court ruled in 
favor of Morgan Management, and their 99 unit complex, earlier this year. The construction site 
is on University Avenue, right behind the museum. The American Voiture Club sold the property 
to the developers, who will tear down the building and build a new club inside the apartment 
complex. The project will cost around 19 million dollars. The apartments are expected to be 
ready by 2018.

Community – Highlighting programs and people who strive to make our community vibrant, safe 
and informed.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A big welcome for a group of kids from New York City, who are spending 
the next couple of weeks in Rochester and surrounding communities. This is part of the Fresh 
Air Fund. Host families gathered at MCC today to meet their guests. The kids get to leave the big 
city behind and enjoy the experiences of smaller communities. One teen, who has been in the 
program for the past eight years, says what he likes to do. “A lot of different experiences. A lot 
of fun. I went on a boat, all that.” 1.8 million children take part in the Fresh Air Fund, which 
spans the entire East Coast, including parts of Canada.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/2/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The 15th Xerox Rochester International Jazz Fest is in the books. Tonight 
marked the festival’s final evening with a unique performance at Midtown’s Parcel 5 by 
Trombone Shorty. Each year the festival draws tens of thousands of people to Downtown 
Rochester for the nine-day festival. Organizers say this year’s attendance was above-par thanks 
to the great weather. Festival organizers say they will not be giving out attendance numbers. 
Officials would not say why this changed this year.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/4/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The annual Rubber Duck Derby in Brockport is now sunk due to New 
York State gaming laws, at least for now. The Derby takes place on the Erie Canal every August 
during the Brockport Arts Festival. Art Appleby, festival organizer, says that according to state 
gaming laws, the canal, which is run by the state, cannot be  used for the duck race. He says he 
worries what further implications these rules could have. This year will still be prizes and raffle, 
just no more rubber ducks. Appleby hoes to have the decision reversed in time for next year.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Rochester Police Chief Michael Ciminelli says his department was running 
short of resources after a peaceful protest got out of control last night. Most of a demonstration in 
the area of East Avenue and Alexander Street was captured via livestreams from people’s 



phones. During what was supposed to be a peaceful protest Friday, Rochester police ended up 
making 74 arrests.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The protests and rallies that erupted last week show no signs of slowing 
down tonight. There were demonstrations this weekend across the country, from LA to New 
York including Baton Rouge and Minneapolis, where two black men were shot and killed by 
police officers last week. There was also a vigil today in Dallas, where a gunman shot 12 police 
officers, killing 5 of them, during a peaceful protest last Thursday. In Rochester today, two more 
rallies. One organized by a local church and the other by a 12-year-old boy.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/11/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: After a violent week in our nation, a local group is looking to promote 
peace, and they’re spreading the message to kids in the inner city. Those kids were given free 
haircuts this afternoon at Andre’s Barbershop on Portland for the biannual Cut the Violence 
event. The discussion surrounding racism and anti-violence took on a whole new meaning after 
this week’s events. Andre Morrison said, “They’re like a sponge, they absorb and they gain a lot 
of things, and they hold a lot of things. These are the key ages which we want to get in there and 
put in their mind and keep them focused and lock it in.” The organizers say it’s important to 
continue these discussions throughout the community until issues of violence are solved.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/13/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Today organizers of the Black Lives Matter protest in Rochester unveiled a 
list of demands of the city and the police department. More than 70 people were arrested last 
Friday after they refused to leave the street. They say police claims that no one was injured, are 
false. The group called Black, or building leadership and community knowledge, want charges 
dismissed, a public apology from police and a ban on the use of deadly tactics on unarmed 
civilians. Mayor Lovely Warren says she met with protesters on Sunday and has no plans to meet 
again.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/14/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A weekly bike ride designed to promote unity and non-violence in the 
Rochester community. Every Thursday since the Boys and Girls Club shooting on Genesee 
Street, City Council Member Adam McFadden and a group of riders head out on a ride through 
Rochester City streets. McFadden tells us any given week he may have as many as 100 riders 
join him, with an average of 40 or 50. He says anyone is welcome to join in. He said, “It’s just an 
event that brings this community together so that we can celebrate each other and ride together. 
For people who live bikes and want to be out in the neighborhood. We get a police escort and we 
go through the community so it’s a beautiful thing.” McFadden says they will continue riding 
into late fall as long as the weather holds out.



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/15/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Love it or hate it, Pokemon Go has taken the country by storm. While the 
game has led some users to make some foolish mistakes, others are using the app to do some 
good. In between catching them all, Jason Robert Ballard cleans it all. While taking walks to 
play Pokemon Go, Ballard saw the amount of trash in his neighborhood. So, he started to bring a 
trash bag while they play the game. Now, every time he goes to the nearest Poke-gym for Team 
Yellow, he tries to make the city he lives in, a little more green. Another big positive Ballard is 
getting out of the game, exercise. In the last 3 days, he’s walked 25 miles.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/15/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: This weekend the city of Rochester is expecting to see thousands of people 
supporting the LGBTQ community. The opening ceremony for ROC Pridefest 2016 was held this 
evening in Cobbs Hill Park. The celebration comes just one month after the mass shooting at Pulse 
nightclub in Orlando, meaning safety is a major priority. Rowan Collins is the education 
coordinator for the Gay Alliance. He says there was a lot to consider while planning the event. The 
parade starts at 1pm tomorrow and runs along Park Avenue.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: More than three hundred young people got together with local leaders to 
work to stop the violence in Rochester. Kids with the Champion Academy got to meet with 
Rochester police officers and talk about solutions. The academy’s founder, Roland Williams, 
says too often people focus on the problem, and not the solutions. The Champion Academy 
mentors and empowers at risk middle and high school students.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 7/20/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: It’s a program that provides jobs for young adults in Rochester’s inner city, 
and at the same time turns vacant city lots into fields of flowers. Morgan Barry is the 
Greenvisions project manager. The program employs 15 kids ages 18-21. They learn how to 
plant and grow flowers and also how to run a business. The Greenvisions Program is now in its 
4th year and it just keeps growing. They have flowers planted on several vacant city lots. They’ve 
taken on landscaping projects around the city. The flowers are being sold at Wegmans and public 
market among other places. Greenvisions is part of Greentopia, a non-profit focused on creating 
a sustainable city. They have recently partnered with Edison Tech giving some developmentally 
disabled students a chance to learn about gardening as well. Barry works with the kids, teaching 
them work ethic and responsibility.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 7/22/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Local leaders, on opposite sides of the aisle, joined forces today, in an 
effort to combat poverty. The mayor of Rochester, a Democrat, and Congressman Tom Reed, a 
Republican, took a tour of some of the city’s poorest neighborhoods. Reed says he hopes to aid 
the Rochester-Monroe Anti-Poverty Initiative. Its goal is to reduce poverty by 50 percent over 



the next 15 years. Mayor Warren says she has heard concerns that the group’s work has been 
moving too slow. Warren said, “We have not really focused on poverty in our community for a 
long, long time. We did not get in this situation overnight. We’re not going to get out of it 
overnight, but we have to stop complaining and get to work.” As of 2015, the poverty in the 
greater Rochester area is at nearly 33%.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Using good company, and comfort food as a deterrent to violence. 
Pathways to Peace held their stop the violence community cookout this evening. The cookouts 
are held once or twice a week in every quadrant of the City of Rochester. Tonight’s was at North 
Clinton and Oscar streets. In addition to food, the members come out and share information with 
the community about resolving conflicts without violence. Members say tonight’s location was 
chosen because a young man was killed just about 50 feet from where the cookout was held.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/24/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:40
Detailed Description: A new weekly kickball series in Rochester is drawing massive crowds to 
the city’s west side each weekend. Organizers of the games say it’s a way to build relationships 
and promote peace. Rodney Brandon lives on the city’s west side, and put a team together with 
friends from his neighborhood. He says they’re tired of seeing senseless violence impact the city. 
Organizer Rhonda Dixon says with recent violence here at home and across the nation, it was 
time to make a difference. While the event is aimed at deterring violence, it’s numbers have 
grown over the last few weeks with twenty registered teams and thousands of spectators, like 
Carl Miles, who says the message is sinking in. Miles said, “We all can get together and talk. If 
there are any differences or indifferences, we can come together and solve these matters. There’s 
a lot of people out here from all sides of the city, all walks of life, you know what I mean?” 
Rhonda said, “I think by example we showed in the first week and the second week there was no 
violence, no police presence. So, there is a change for your community to come together with no 
problems.” Part of the solution is bringing people together who otherwise wouldn’t interact. 
Because of this, Kick the Violence will continue to spread its message of anti-violence 
throughout the city.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/31/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A local parental support organization held their annual summer bash today 
at Rothfuss Park in Penfield. Kids and parents were able to stop at the activity tables, or play in 
the bounce house. But the design of the event is to bring parents who may not know each other 
together and make new connections to strengthen the bond of the whole community. Katie 
Malarkey, president of Parenting Village said, “We like to regale a story from our first summer 
bash where we had family that was visiting Rochester that was thinking about moving here, and 
they just happened to come to the summer bash that weekend and they decided to move to 
Rochester because they had come here and seen all of the resources and connections that 
Rochester has to offer. Over a thousand people showed up last year, and the board members 
expected this year to be even bigger.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/9/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A push to reverse funding cuts to the Rochester Offices of Adult and 
Career Education Services, or OACES. The city school district board of education recently cut 
1.3 million dollars. This will affect over 560 adults. OACES helps students and adults obtain 
employment, secondary education, and learn English as a second language. The school board 
says given the district’s ongoing money crunch, it make sense to use the savings on education for 
children. But local faith leaders, teachers, and anti-poverty activists say the cuts are harmful. 
This program is expected to support 1,500 adults and 175 young adults.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/11/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: More changes coming to Main Street in downtown Rochester. Mayor 
Lovely Warren says the city has received two million dollars from the state to enhance the 
streetscape. That means replacing sidewalks from the Liberty Pole to St. Paul Street, allowing 
parking right on Main Street, and making it more pedestrian and bicycle friendly. The mayor 
says all this keeps up the momentum of revitalizing downtown. Mayor Warren said, “It is a 
snowball effect. A lot of new residencies are coming online a lot of new loft apartments. 
Businesses are moving downtown. We want to give our young professionals the amenities they 
want in a city.” Construction is expected to start in Spring of 2017. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Happening earlier tonight, a public meeting to discuss the issue of so-
called zombie homes. It was hosted by the Monroe County Task Force on vacant and abandoned 
properties, and it was held in the Rochester City Council Chambers on Church Street. The 
meeting was designed to give the public a chance to participate in tackling the issue. County 
Clerk and Task Force co-chair Adam Bello says these abandoned homes have big impact on 
neighborhoods and the city communities as a whole. Bello said, “When a house becomes vacant 
it’s abandoned it can become a blight in the neighborhood and it attracts crime, it lowers 
property values and really makes that negative impact. We’ve seen that the loss in value of 
homes in Monroe County alone has been almost 20 million dollars estimated.” The task force is 
expected to release its report early this fall.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/16/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Maria Friske has spent the last week collecting fans to donate to Culver 
Shireton. Shireton is an assisted living facility on Culver Road. People staying there do not have 
air conditioning in their rooms, unless they bring their own fans or units. Friske says she became 
concerned when she met a resident who told her he was having trouble sleeping due to the heat 
in his room. We checked with the health department, they tell us air conditioning is not required 
in the building anywhere but the common room. Friske says that answer isn’t good enough for 
her. She said, “I went back home and put a  post on Facebook explaining the situation saying I 
was going to go out and get more fans, and the power of social media, it became viral. We’ve 
collected thirty-nine fanes with many more coming. People have sent me checks in the mail.” 
We have information on how you can donate on RochesterFirst.com



Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 8/17/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: High blood pressure is often called a silent killer. Many people have it and 
don’t know it. But a local nurse has found a unique way to screen people who might not go to the 
doctor regularly. Registered Nurse Phyllis Jackson has helped train barbers around the city to 
screen their clients for high blood pressure. Jackson said, “People talk to their barbers about a lot 
of things, like you talk to bartenders, so you get a lot of inside info. So who better to educate and 
talk to people about conditions, blood pressure, whatever, is going on in their lives.” One of the 
reasons they do screenings in barber shops is because one in three people in Monroe County has 
high blood pressure and many don’t even know it.” Jackson knows that statistic all too well. She 
herself is a heart attack survivor. She also does screenings at churches and other community 
events. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Tomorrow marks the one year since the mass shooting outside the Boys 
and Girls Club of Rochester on Genesee Street. Seven people were shot in a drive by shooting 
following a basketball game on the night of August 19th. Three of those shot died. Johnny 
Johnson, Raekwon Manigault and Jonah Barley were all murdered. Now one mom is using this 
tragedy to create a movement against gun violence. Lentory Johnson’s grief turned to anger and 
then determination to do something about Johnny’s death. Lentory is now the voice of a lobbyist 
group, Light the Way Gun Violence. She co-chairs this organization with the Reverend Lewis 
Stewart. Their mission is safer gun laws. For the past year, Lentory, and the families of Jonah 
and Raekwon, have sat together at every court hearing connected to this case. That includes the 
trial and sentencing of Johnny Blackshell Junior. Blackshell used a stolen AK-47 in the shooting 
that claimed their sons’ lives. Lentory is in many ways, a mother to other mothers whose 
children have been murdered. One year later after her youngest son’s death, she refuses to be lost 
in grief. When it comes to senseless gun violence, she says enough, is enough. The Boys and 
Girls Club on Genesee Street will host a ceremony in honor of the victims who lost their lives 
last year.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/19/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A special day for seniors in Monroe County. The annual Monroe County 
Salute to Seniors was held today. A concert was held at Ontario Beach Park. It honored the 
valuable contributions senior citizens have made to our community. And besides the 
entertainment, there was some food to snack on and information available on long-term care 
options. Julie Allen Aldrich, the director of the Monroe County Office for the Aging said, “We 
want to improve socialization, health and wellness of our seniors, and it is important to keep 
people involved in our community, keep them active and give them their purpose.” This was the 
thirteenth year for the event.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The House of Mercy held a fundraising event today at Ellison Park. 
They’re  hoping to get the funds necessary to finish some renovations they’ve already started to 
help the homeless create a stable life. Sister Grace Miller spoke about the House of Mercy, the 
charity she founded 30 years ago. She says it serves 4,000 people every month with shelter, food, 
clothing and social services. Right now, they’re renovating a vacant building on Ormond Street. 
It was purchased by an anonymous donor. They’re raising money for renovations and operating 
expenses. The House of Mercy refuses to turn down anyone who comes in. The new House of 
Mercy homeless shelter is expected to open in January.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A local organization recognized a major milestone, and a comeback from a 
monumental setback. The Conkey Cruisers Cycling Group in Rochester celebrated its 5 year 
anniversary. The party took place at the corner of Conkey and Clifford avenues. Now last year, 
the organization’s entire fleet of bicycles were stolen. But thanks to donations from the 
community, the bikes were replaced. Tonight, Theresa Bowick, the group’s founder, couldn’t say 
enough about the community that has supported her cause. Bowick said, “All those businesses 
and all those folks that reached into their pockets and gave us anywhere from five cents to 
$40,000 I want you to know today that your work and your investment has paid off and we have 
truly made a difference in our neighborhood and we thank you for that.” The cycling group helps 
people in low-income areas get fit and improve self-esteem.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/27/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Parents in the Rochester City School District had back-to-school on mind 
this morning at Frontier Field. The event, called Strong Start, was put on by the school district 
and WDKX radio. Most of the things you might expect, like backpacks and school supplies, 
were available, and one thing you might not expect. One vendor was giving out drug test kits to 
parents. Jessica Mericado took one, hoping ti will help open up a conversation with her children. 
Rochester City School District officials say the vendor was approved for the event, adding it is a 
parent’s choice whether or not they decide to take a kit home.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/27/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Mayor Lovely Warren was joined by volunteers as they prepared to clean 
up the city. In conjunction with the Father’s House Church, the city and some 300 volunteers 
cleaned up and beautified Rochester today. It’s a part of a Day of Hope. The volunteers went 
around and picked up garbage and spruced up gardens along the Dewey and Driving Park area. 
Pastor Robbie Tyler of The Father’s House said, “We’re just really want to be examples of being 
a good neighbor. And we need to understand our neighbor is anyone we do live.” There were 
another 600 volunteers who also worked in Greece and Chili as part of the Day of Hope.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Two teams faced off in the championship game of Project Step Up tonight. 
The game took place at the Boys and Girls Club on Genesee Street. Project Step Up is a program 
sponsored by the Monroe County District Attorney’s office for kids between the ages of 14 and 
21. Besides teaching basketball skills it helps them avoid gangs and gives them the opportunity 
to learn ways to avoid conflict. Reggie Smith of the Boys and Girls Club said, “We sit down with 
the kids and then whatever they need we try to do that for them. And when I say that we’ve got a 
lot of kids in college even some kids back in school we help kids get their GED so it’s whatever 
the kids need when they come tells us we pretty much try to do that for them.” The program 
begins in July and wraps up at the end of August. Kids who join the program receive a free 
membership to the Boys and Girls Club for a full year.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/31/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A local sheriff is trying something new to prevent texting and driving. Just 
yesterday, Livingston County Sheriff Tom Dougherty says a texting teenager was involved in a 
rollover crash on Bronson Hill Road in Livonia. Dougherty is now bringing attention to a PSA 
he says ended up in his inbox the same day of the wreck. The sheriff says the most powerful part 
is no one in the video is reading from a script. Now he wants the Public Service Announcement 
to be played in local schools. Sheriff Dougherty says the teen in the texting and driving case is 
expected to be ok. Bu the will have to appear in court and pay a fine.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/11/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Tonight our nation is marking the 15th anniversary of the terror attacks on 
September 11th, 2001. From Washington to New York, and here at home. People came together 
to remember, and pay tribute. Among the dozens of ceremonies locally, the annual 9-11 
memorial at Monroe Community College. Also a wreath laying at the Ridge Road Fire 
Department. Curled steel recovered from the World Trade Center’s South Tower sits beside a 
flagpole there. And a similar scene this evening at the Chili Fire Department which also acquired 
beams from Ground Zero.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/13/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: It’s called person to person. And it’s an experience from the YWCA 
designed to pair people from different racial and ethnic backgrounds to strengthen those 
relations. The partner pairs met for the first time for breakfast this morning. The participants will 
meet together for nine months as pairs and in a variety of groups with people they may not 
usually have the opportunity to get to know. President and CEO of YWCA Rochester and 
Monroe County said, "We felt that we needed to provide something for our own community here 
that would bring people together to have the conversations that so many people get stuck on, 
we’re just not quite sure how to have those conversation and the people that come into this 
program learn.” The program was made possible by a $100,000 grant from Rochester Area 
Community Foundation.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/28/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: More white supremacist literature is turning up in different spots in 
Pittsford. And in some cases its been discovered by children. Now the Pittsford School District is 
stepping in. The strips of white paper are wrapped around rocks found at the end of driveways, 
with messages that say “Make Rochester Great Again” with a link to a website promoting white 
supremacy. A couple of students in Pittsford schools told a teacher that they found these racially 
charged filers in their yards. Superintendent Mike Pero is disturbed by all this. He said, “At this 
point I am both frustrated, little bit disheartened, but at the same time feel very proud to be in a 
district that is ready to be proactive in helping the town and parents work through this.” School 
officials will participate in a unity walk this weekend in support of diversity. Pero says the 
Monroe County Sheriff’s office is actively investigating. He encourages anyone who sees 
anything suspicious to call 911.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/28/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New life has been breathed into a historic building in Rochester. A ribbon 
cutting ceremony was held today at the newly renovated Eastman Dental Dispensary on East 
Main Street. The building has been repurposed, and is now the Eastman Gardens Apartments, 
which will serve as mixed income housing for seniors. A man who played a key role in the 
project, Jamie Rubin, tells us why the decision was made to keep the original building. He said,” 
You’re keeping a building like this one that’s so important to the community or the carriage 
factory that’s so important to the community, it’s been a part of the neighborhood for a long time 
and rather than take it down and build up something that’s you know good looking but new, you 
get to keep the bones, you keep the outer side which is really historic in a lot of ways.” The 
Eastman Gardens Apartments were made possible with resources from New York State Homes 
and Community Renewal, the City of Rochester, and the New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A Stop the Violence rally was held in Rochester this evening in honor of a 
woman killed nearly a decade ago. This was at the corner of Dewey and Driving Park avenues. 
That’s where Latasha Shaw was killed nine years ago. Shaw, who was a cook at the University 
of Rochester and a mother, was beaten by a mob in broad daylight. She’d gone there to help her 
daughter, who was caught in the middle of the crowd while people fought. Shaw’s sister 
addressed the gathering tonight. Charnette Grayson, the sister of Latasha Shaw, said, “The 
biggest problem we having is the no snitching. We need more people to come forward and speak. 
Tell things that you see. Only way that we can solve some of these murders and this violence is 
those who are recognizing this either you call 911 or come forward. It shouldn’t always have to 
be a reward.” The family of Latasha Shaw has gathered at this location every year since her 
death with the hope of making an impact and reducing violence in Rochester.



Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Violent crimes and non-
violent crimes. Police and community efforts to fight crime.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Some controversy surrounding a local judge’s decision to allow a hit and 
run suspect to be released from police custody without bail. This happened Tuesday night. A 
man on a motorcycle was at the intersection of Brooks and Chili Avenue. When Dawan Algazali 
allegedly hit the man with his SUV, then fled the scene. Algazali was found a short time later on 
Marilou Drive and brought into custody. Algazali is facing at least six serious charges, and has 
had run-ins with the law before. In 2011 he was arrested for another DUI and driving without a 
license. Just this year, he appeared in court to face a prostitution charge. But after he was arrested 
for DUI and leaving the scene this week in Gates, the judge in the case, Peter Pupatelli, released 
him without bail. Gates Town Supervisor Mark Assini is outraged. He said, “For a judge to let 
somebody go without bail knowing that they are a flight risk and this is a case where an 
individual actually left the scene after hitting another human being on a motorcycle with 
disregard for that person’s life left the scene and was hiding.” Algazali is set to be arraigned July 
12th. The  motorcyclist is expected to be ok.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Four people are dead and four others recovering after possible heroin 
overdoses in Monroe County this weekend. The Rochester  Police Department says all have 
happened within the past 48 hours, calling the numbers “alarming.” Law enforcement is issuing a 
warning tonight about the drugs they see packaged on the streets. RPD Deputy Chief Scott Peters 
says the clues they need to help track down “street dealers” bringing heroin into Rochester can 
be found on the bag they come in. RPD says these are some of the signs they are asking the 
public to look for. Envelopes with a purple, red and white emblem of a bulldog with fangs 
wearing sunglasses. Envelopes with golden skulls on a black background. A bag with a red shard 
and work “predator.” A bag with a gold American Eagle with the words “New Arrival.” And a 
blue skeleton with the words “Jingle Killer.” In this weekend’s heroin overdoses, police say they 
did use the drug Narcan to revive four people. Narcan is carried by local EMT’s. At Henrietta 
Ambulance, Chris Murtaugh says they’ve administered Narcan 18 times so far this year. This 
time last year, they gave it 10 times. Police say they will not arrest users, but they are warning 
about dangerous drugs on the streets. Anyone with information about illegal drugs sales is urged 
to call 911. The police chief says they have been in contact with the drug enforcement agency, 
Mayor Warren, even the director 911. So they’re fighting this from every angle. The police chief 
noted today that this is truly a public health issue. Police say if you have a drug problem and you 
need help then law enforcement will do everything it can to get you to a hospital. On the other 
hand, if you are dealing, they will come after you.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/6/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The man accused of hitting and killing three-year-old Tayvier Granderson 
and injuring another child made his first appearance in Greece court - 2 years after the incident. 
77-year-old Rodney Lowe has been charged with driving while ability impaired by drugs and 



alcohol-and driving while impaired by drugs. Both are misdemeanors. Lowe faces a maximum 
sentence of 2 years. He pleaded not guilty Wednesday and was released without bail. 
Granderson's family says the justice system has failed them. Theresa Laster, Tayvier's aunt 
“Why'd it even take this long for us to get to this point where he's charged with misdemeanors? 
Come on y’all know that's not justice. We're going to continue to fight.” Senior Assistant District 
Attorney Karin Intermill said, "I can't imagine the pain they're in but unfortunately the law only 
allows us to do what the law allows us to do. It's not enough to prove that somebody was using 
drugs or alcohol and that someone died or someone was injured. You have to be able to prove 
under New York law that the reason the person was killed or injured is because of the drug or 
alcohol use." Lowe declined to speak with us after the arraignment. Lowe's next court date is 
August 18th.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 7/8/16
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A Dallas police ambush, 12 police officers shot, five were killed as snipers 
fired on them during a peaceful protest last night. The protest was in response to the recent police 
involved shootings in which two black men were killed -- one in Louisiana, the other in 
Minnesota. Police have arrested three suspects -- and killed another. Law enforcement officers 
throughout the country are among those reflecting on the Dallas killings. Former Rochester 
police Chief Jim Sheppard says he spent his career trying to make relations between police and 
the community better. Even though Jim Sheppard is a Monroe County legislator now----he said 
he will always be part of the police family.  In his words, you never shed the "us" mentality.  
Jim---like most people---has a heavy heart today as he tries to wrap his head around what 
happened. The former Rochester police chief watched in disbelief as the situation unfolded in 
Dallas through the night and into this morning.  Jim Sheppard spent 32 years on the Rochester 
police force---three of those years at the helm.  He says he was always committed to better 
relations between police and the people they serve. Sheppard reminds us the solution is not 
simple---it is multi-faceted involving poverty, jobs and education.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 7/8/16
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: The man who committed the mass shooting in Rochester last summer, 
killing three people, will spend the rest of his life behind bars. Johnny Blackshell, Junior was 
sentenced just hours ago to three consecutive life sentences, with no parole. Blackshell was 
convicted last month of three counts of first degree murder. He killed Raekwon Manigault - 
Johnny Johnson Junior - and Jonah Barley after a basketball game on Genesee Street, outside the 
Boys and Girls Club. Two other suspects are awaiting trial. Jalen Everett and Michael Mathis 
will be tried together October 17th.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/8/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 2:30
Detailed Description: The man believed to be the shooter is dead and three other suspects are in 
custody for what police are calling a well-planned attack. Today, hundreds gathered in Dallas' 
Thanksgiving Square for a noontime prayer vigil following yesterday's deadly attack on the city's 
police force.  Five officers were killed -- seven others - and two civilians - injured when at least 
one gunman opened fire during a peaceful protest over the deadly police shootings of black men 



in Louisiana and Minnesota. One suspect - identified as 25-year-old Micah Johnson - engaged in 
a long gun battle with police.  After hours of negotiation -- he was killed by a robot-delivered 
police bomb.  Before he died -- Johnson told negotiators he acted alone. Dallas Police Chief 
David Brown said, |"he said he was upset about the recent police shootings, he said he was upset 
at white people the suspect said he wanted to kill white people especially white officers." Police 
say Michah Johnson lived in the Dallas suburb of Mesquite. He was a decorated Private First 
Class with the Army Reserves who served in Afghanistan.  The impact of the shootings is being 
felt across the country -- including right here in Rochester. Rochester police officers say stopping 
violence from occurring across the nation will take the effort of the community, city officials, 
and law enforcement working together. Mayor Lovely Warren and leaders in the community 
called for change Friday inside City Hall after a military veteran opened fire Thursday night in 
downtown Dallas, killing five police officers. Warren was joined by Rochester Police Chief 
Michael Ciminelli-who says Dallas is 'far away' but the impact is hitting close to home. Ciminelli 
says they were already planning on implementing body cameras on officers as soon as next 
week. He admits-- there's a trust issue between law enforcement and citizens nationwide. 
Pathways to Peace-a program in Rochester that goes out into the streets of the city and tries to 
alleviate some of the distrust-agrees with Ciminelli. They say fixing the problem is a work in 
progress. Ray Mayoliz with Pathways to Peace-says social media-can be one way to keep 'peace' 
between city officials-and law enforcement. And prevent incidents like the one in Dallas from 
happening again. Law enforcement said today they want to remind people that the cases in 
Minnesota and Louisiana are under investigation, and if the officers are found guilty in those 
cases, they will be held accountable.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/13/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Police have blocked off Durand Eastman Park in Irondequoit tonight after 
shots were fired in a police chase. This situation began to unfold late this afternoon at the park 
located off Lake Shore Boulevard. The golf course and the beach were evacuated and neighbors 
warned to say in their homes. We’re told by police this began when an Irondequoit officer 
spotted a stolen vehicle tied to a Greece burglary investigation. Shortly after a chase ensued, and 
when the suspects left the vehicle near the golf course, shots were fired. No police were injured, 
but they searched for the six suspects after a maroon Mercedes was stolen from the course.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new development tonight in the disappearance of Chili’s Brittanee 
Drexel. She vanished from Myrtle Beach in 2009 when she was just 17. An attorney for the 
Drexel family tells our sister station in Charleston that a suspect, or suspects,  have been 
identified in the case, but their names have not been released. Last month, the FBI said the 
evidence in the case has led them to believe Drexel was murdered. Her remains have not been 
found. Myrtle Beach police Lieutenant Joey Crosby says the names of the suspects and other 
details are being withheld with good reason. Crosby said, “If I release that one piece of 
information that could be that only we and the suspect know, that’s a vital piece of information 
that could be utilized in court for a conviction and to release that at this point could be 
detrimental to this entire investigation.” The FBI says they have evidence she was held against 



her will in three places, Georgetown, McClellanville and North Charleston. So far no arrests 
have been made.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Dallas, Baton Rouge, and tensions over race relations are impacting police 
work in our area. In Rochester, the extra precautions announced today as officers try to improve 
community relations. King Douglas is one of the youngest volunteers with Clergy on Patrol. He 
knocks on doors, passes out flyers with members of the faith community, and police officers.  He 
said, “The cops got to be there to step it up. So, they’re here, the pastors are here, they’re 
leading, the cops are leading. It’s special for just about everybody to be here.” Monday’s patrol 
saw everyone from Rochester Police Chief Ciminelli to Mayor Lovely Warren walk the streets of 
the Lyell Avenue neighborhood. At the same time, officers were on their standard patrols, and 
something was different. Chief Ciminelli says in light of recent events, his officers are being 
temporarily paired in one car. Pastor Roger Breedlove has worked in every Clergy on Patrol 
since it began two years ago.  He feels the recent police killings have reinforced the need for 
these types of events allowing interaction with the community. For both the clergy and the 
police, it’s about having a presence in their own neighborhoods. Breedlove says what’s most 
effective is when kids in the community get involved. As for officers being paired up in squad 
cars, Chief Ciminelli did tell us that they are going to assess security on day-by-day basis, and 
that there will be the same number of officers on the street, and no decrease in service.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/19/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Rochester Police officers are back to patrolling the streets alone. A quick 
turnaround for an authorization to pair officers together on patrol. Now the police union 
president is calling for a permanent fix. The idea of putting two officers together on patrol is for 
their own safety and security. Rochester Police Department did this for a day after the ambush in 
Dallas killing five police officers. After Baton Rouge, it lasted two days, but rank and file 
officers are saying they prefer two-badge patrols. Rochester Police Locust Club President Mike 
Mazzeo made a request to the department to pair officers together in patrol cars. The request was 
granted, but the two-badge patrols only lasted two days. On Tuesday, the RPD went back to 
sending officers out alone. Mazzeo is questioning what’s behind the sudden transition back to 
one officer per car. Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren says there’s no apparent threat to officers. 
But ultimately, the move is up to the police chief.  Mazzeo argues the only point to having one 
man cars is more visibility. He says whether it’s one-man or two-man patrols, the same number 
of officers are on the streets. Mazzeo said, “We don’t have adequate staffing for even one-man 
cars. It’s not going to give anybody a better level of service by having one-man cars out there.” 
Mayor Warren claims she hasn’t heard any of these recent concerns by Mazzeo or other police 
officers. Though she pointed out the department is being given more resources and officers this 
fiscal year, than in previous years. Mazzeo says it’s still not enough. For the sake of safety, and 
service, he wants a return to the two-badge patrol. We are expecting Chief Michael Ciminelli to 
comment on this at some point tomorrow.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/20/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The Rochester Police Chief is defending his decision to revert back to one 
officer patrols. This after a short-lived decision to require two badge patrols following ambushes 
on police across the country. The move isn’t sitting well with everyone. After targeted attacks on 
police in Dallas last week and Baton Rouge Sunday, Rochester Police Chief Michael Ciminelli 
stepped up the effort here at home, assigning two officers to every patrol car. Ciminelli said, 
“We just don’t know what we have. We’re dealing with the unknown.” Prior to these recent 
incidents, a few months ago the RPD reverted back to a two badge patrol when it received 
intelligence from the FBI that there was a credible threat in Rochester.” In all three cases, when 
the threat was eliminated, the chief reverted back to standard operating procedure, or one officer 
per car. Much to the dislike of many of the rank and file. The police union is calling for the chief 
to make doubling up the standard. The chief says that would come at a price. Ciminelli said, “If 
you’re talking long term, it’s not only costing, and again, this is the model that this department 
has followed for many, many years. Long-term, if the city were to make a decision that we were 
going to permanently go to two officer patrol cars, we’d have to take a step back. We’d have to 
plan that out. There might be cost implications.” As for the latest 2 officer patrol beats that lasted 
a total of four days, the chief says the department didn’t pay out any overtime. Ciminelli says 
there are no plans to make a permanent switch anytime soon. We reached out to other police 
departments about their policies. Brighton has one officer per car. So does Greece, and we’re 
told that department has no plans to change. Outside of Rochester: Niagara Falls police are 
requiring two officers per car. Buffalo did after the recent shootings, but are now back to one 
officer. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/25/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: It’s a way to build a better relationship between the police and the citizens 
of Rochester. The use of body cameras will soon be seen on some members of the Rochester 
Police Department. This project is being funded through a $600,000 grant from the Department 
of Justice. Rochester Police Department has partnered with RIT to perform a study. 9 officers in 
the Clinton area are trained to use body worn cameras. The study will show if there is less force 
used before or after the cameras are worn. Depending on how the study goes, 500 cameras could 
be on the streets of Rochester by next year.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/26/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A threat to public safety, as the most experienced officers with the Monroe 
County Sheriff’s office, leaving at a faster rate than they can be replaced. Why? Because of four 
year long negotiations with the county, that retirees say, left them with no choice. The exodus of 
experienced deputies is a problem jail union president Wayne Guest has become very familiar 
with. Guest says the often bitter negotiations with the county means fewer experienced deputies, 
and a greater risk to public safety. Guest claims the county’s human resources point man, 
Brayton Connard, told him during negotiations, “If it were up to me, you’d all make minimum 
wage.” Connard did into return our calls, but County Executive Spokesman Bill Napier said it 
that happened it was “two parties on opposite sides trying to get their point across.” Because of 
this stalemate many are now scrambling to figure out what’s next. Jail union representatives are 



scheduled to meet with the county again on August 11th. They say they’re hopeful the county 
will put the public interest and safety before budget and come back with a better deal. If not, road 
patrol alone, estimates that around 10 more deputies will retire before August.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/27/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: This summer’s string of violence has kept police officers on their toes. As 
we know, they can’t be everywhere, all of the time. One of the tools the Rochester Police 
Department has come to rely on is technology known as “Shotspotter.” It is actually aiding 
police when it comes to solving crimes. Just this week, Shotspotter technology was activated 
when gunshots rang out on Weaver Street off Hudson Avenue. A 23-year-old man was fatally 
shot while sitting in a car. The technology acts as an extra set of ears, of sorts, for police. RPD 
Sgt. Robert Wetzerl explained, “The gunshot, when fired, creates the audible sound that’s 
detected by the sensors. And that transmission of sound actually is captured by multiple sensors, 
creating a location, that gets sent to the Shotspotter headquarters.” Analysts that work around the 
clock in Newark, California, then trigger 911 operators here in Monroe County to dispatch 
police. Experts in gun detection trained to make a decision in under a minute. For ten years now, 
the RPD has relied upon hundreds of Shotspotters in locations News 8 is not at liberty to reveal, 
detecting thousands of gunshots fired each year. While the actual technology for Shotspotter has 
not changed much over the years, the application has. Officers can receive Shotspotter 
notification right to their patrol cars as well as their personal phones. While there is no camera 
attached to the technology, the sound alone can give officers a jump start on responding to a 
scene, often catching a criminal in the act. It’s technology with an 80% accuracy rate to add to an 
officer’s toolbox.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/3/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Code Red alerts, or reverse 911 calls, are becoming more common among 
police agencies. As of late, Irondequoit police has initiated these calls twice within a span of 
three weeks. Irondequoit Police Chief Richard Tantalo sees many people are not using the 
system, and those who are may be having issues. Chief Tantalo says his department uses these 
calls during critical incidents to reach out to the community. Once they figure out where the alert 
should go, a message is relayed to the county 911 center, which spreads it from there. Chief 
Tantalo recognizes some neighbors says they didn’t get these messages, and encourages them to 
reach out to the department. Tantalo said, “It could be potentially any one of a number of issues, 
but by being able to communicate with us, I then contact the representatives from the 911 center. 
We will sit down and discuss that situation and determine what took place there.” According to 
the chief, many people with landlines are automatically registered for this service. Those that use 
their cell phones are not. Which is why Tantalo says it’s important for everyone to sign up for 
Code Red calls in the event of another serious incident. It’s easy to sign up for an emergency 
alert. We’ve got a link with instructions on our website. Go to RochesterFirst.com 



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/3/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: 24 hours after neighborhoods in and around Rochester hosted their 
National Night Out. Irondequoit held a similar event. Crime prevention and community safety 
were the focus at this evening’s rally. It’s designed to educate the public and foster cooperation 
between them and the local police and emergency agencies, as well as local businesses. These 
public servants took the time to answer questions about their jobs and what they do to keep the 
community safe. This year’s event featured tours of the Irondequoit Police Department, an on-
site Scuba demonstration by the Rochester Police Department, and child fingerprinting done by 
the Center for Missing and Exploited Children.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/8/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The FBI is offering a $20,000 reward for information that leads to an arrest 
in the death of Tammy Jo Alexander. Tammy Jo’s body was discovered in a farm field along 
Route 20 in Caledonia on November 10, 1979. She’d been shot twice with a .38. For 35 years, 
she was known only as Jane Doe. It was just last year that law enforcement officers were finally 
able to identify her as Tammy Jo Alexander from Florida. Investigators say they have the DNA 
swabs of three persons of interest. That DNA has been sent to an FBI lab where it is in the 
finishing stages. Anyone with information regarding Tammy Jo Alexander’s murder is asked to 
call the Livingston County Sheriff’s office or the FBI. The number for the Livingston County 
Sheriff’s Office is 1-844-843-5276. You can also email a tip to the FBI.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/11/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: It was a murder that shocked the community, and a trial that stunned them 
even more. Tonight, nine months after a judge dismissed the case against Pittsford teen Charlie 
Tan. Prosecutors say, they want a new trial. In a statement tonight, Tan’s attorney said he’s 
surprised by the DA’s decision. Tan is the Pittsford teen who was tried on a murder charge in the 
shooting death of his father Jim Tan. A jury could not agree on a verdict and in November, the 
judge dropped the case after it ended in a mistrial. The DA’s office says justice has not been 
served. They say the proof shows Charlie Tan killed his father, and they were baffled by Judge 
Piampiano’s decision to dismiss the charges, so now they’re taking action. They asked the court 
to reconsider if the judge erred in setting aside the verdict and after reviewing the evidence They 
hope that they will find that the judge was in error and reverse that decision. This means, that if 
approved, the DA’s office could retry Charlie for his father’s murder. It could take several weeks 
to several months before that decision is made. Tan’s attorney Brian Decarolis had thought this 
case was over. He said, “Today’s news comes as a surprise to us in light of the district attorney’s 
comments on national TV that seemed to imply that this case had reached its final resolution 
more than nine months ago. Unfortunately, more work needs to be done now but we are 
confident that the law remains on Charlie’s side on this issue.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/11/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A guilty plea today from the man accused of plotting a terror attack in 
Rochester on New Year’s Eve. Emanual Lutchman pleaded guilty to conspiring to provide 



material support for a known foreign terrorist organization, ISIL. The FBI says Lutchman 
threatened to use a machete to kill or kidnap patrons of Merchant’s Grill in Rochester on New 
Year’s Eve this past year. One of Lutchman’s family members spoke with us outside court this 
afternoon. Lutchman’s aunt Shirley Moody said, “My nephew has serious issues. I think he just 
plead to it because he’s sick of them harassing his family.” Lutchman faces up to 20 years in 
prison and up to a lifetime supervision after release.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The trial of a Rochester City Court judge got underway this morning. 
Leticia Astacio is accused of driving drunk. Testimony is complete and a decision in the case is 
expected one week from today. Astacio was arrested in February on I-490. State police say there 
was damage to her car. Astacio was removed from the bench pending the outcome of the case. 
We asked the prosecutors in the case their thoughts on the evidence presented. Prosecutor Zach 
Maurer said, “Anytime somebody states they have not had anything to drink and refuse to 
provide a breath sample, I think it raises questions about whether they are being honest about 
their alcohol consumption.” Astacio’s case is a bench trial, meaning a judge will decide the 
verdict, instead of a jury. A Canandaigua City Court judge is presiding over the trial.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/17/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A Rochester teen is recovering from serious injuries he suffered while 
being detained by the RPD. And he says it was all a mistake. Rickey Bryant was leaving the 
Puerto Rican Festival when he says Rochester Police misidentified him as a suspect with a gun. 
According to Angela Bryant, Rickey’s mom, while he was in police presence he suffered severe 
injuries that could have been avoided. Bryant says the next day she heard from a police 
lieutenant. She says the Lt. explained that his unit was responding to a call that there was a man 
with a gun wearing a jersey at the same location as her son. Bryant says he apologized for the 
confusion, but suggested the use of force was due to her son resisting arrest. Bryant is looking 
for justice. She met with attorney Charles Burkwit. Burkwit is seeking accountability and 
damages. We reached out to the Rochester Police Department for a response. They said no 
comment, but this matter is being handled by their professional standards section.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/17/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Investigators say they’ve thwarted a potential terror attack on a local 
school. 19-year-old Kyle Gordon of Fairport is in jail tonight. The sheriff’s office says he wanted 
to hurt school children. Fairport Police say the quick response of their department and other 
agencies helped stop the plot from developing any further. The investigation into the alleged 
threat began last Tuesday after a larceny at Dick’s Sporting Goods in Victor. When Sheriff’s 
deputies arrived, they charged Gordon and two friends, Gordon with drug possession. While they 
were there, an employee of the store handed over a piece of paper that had fallen out of Gordon’s 
pocket. Investigators say it was a list of bomb-making materials. They say Gordon admitted, he’s 
already gathered some of the items. Investigators say Gordon had collected a .22 caliber 
ammunition, shotgun shells, metal pipes, and knives. Fairport Police Chief Sam Farina says after 
their initial investigation, they were tipped off by someone else who was concerned about 



Gordon. He’d apparently threatened to hurt school kids. Shortly after, Gordon was charged with 
making a terroristic threat. Police say there is no additional threat to the community, as they were 
confident Gordon was acting alone and did not have any help. Police wouldn’t tell us what items 
they recovered, if any form this alleged list that Gordon was working on. Though they did say 
there’s a potential for additional charges to be brought forward against Gordon. The Fairport 
Central School District confirms, it was notified about Gordon’s arrest. Police told district 
officials there were no specific threats made toward any school in the Fairport district.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/18/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: News 8 has learned that before police arrested 19 year old Kyle Gordon on 
charges he plotted to attack a school, they tried to get him help. Gordon is charged with making a 
terroristic threat. According to court paperwork, mental health officials were working with police 
before his arrest. Gordon was taken into custody yesterday. The investigation into the alleged 
threat began last Tuesday after a larceny at Dick’s Sport Goods in Victor. Police say a list of 
bomb-making materials had fallen out of Gordon’s pocket. Before he was arrested for the alleged 
terror plot, Gordon was taken to Strong Hospital for mental health issues. Police say Gordon had 
begun to collect weapons. And admitted he wanted to attack school children. Gordon is still in 
custody. His bond was revoked. His next court date has not been set.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: A Rochester city court judge will lose her license for six months, after 
being convicted of drunk driving. Leticia Astacio was found guilty today in a bench trial. 
Canandaigua City Court Judge Stephen Aronson was brought in to hear the case, to avoid any 
conflict of interest. Last February, Astacio was charged with DWI after a state trooper found her 
SUV on the side of 490, with flat tires and a damaged front end. Besides the temporary loss of 
her license, Astacio must have an ignition interlock installed in her car and pay fines of nearly 
900 dollars. Her lawyer Ed Fiandach says they will appeal the ruling.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A witness went public today to talk about an alleged Police confrontation 
that left a Rochester teenager with serious injuries. Ricky Bryant says the beating came after he 
was mistakenly detained during the Puerto Rican Festival. Reverend Lewis Stewart with United 
Christian Leadership Ministry held a news conference addressing the incident. The witness, 
Pedro Luis DeJesus was there today to support the family. DeJesus originally made the 911 call 
saying there was a Puerto Rican man carrying a gun ay Remington and Carl street. He says the 
man was wearing a black shirt and blue pants. Rickey Bryant was the one detained by Rochester 
police, but attorney Charles Burkwit says Rickey did not fit that description. We reached out to 
the Rochester Police Department for a response, They said no comment, but this matter is being 
handled by their professional standards section. Reverend Lewis says that there will be a meeting 
between Rickey’s family and RPD Friday morning.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/24/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A legal victor tonight for Jose Torres. He’s the Rochester man who’s 
serving time for a murder he says, he did not commit. Last September News 8 went to Attica 
prison to tell Torres story. It lead to a court hearing and today a state supreme court judge 
decided to overturn the conviction. Torres was sentenced to life in 2002 for the murder of Miguel 
Cruz, who was shot to death in July, 2001 on Hollister Street. But in a twist no one could have 
predicted, his attorney was able to find another inmate at Attica, who confessed to the crime. 
Judge Francis Affronti presided over Jose Torres murder trial in 2002. Now, he’s decided to set 
aside the jury’s conviction based in part on the testimony of Angel Carrasquillo. He confessed to 
the crime. Carrasquillo is already serving a life sentence for a separate murder. He told the court 
that he killed Miguel Cruz in a dispute over drugs and money and that Torres was not involved. 
A second witness backed that story, and in the end, it was all the judge needed to overturn Torres 
conviction. The Monroe County District Attorney’s office has not yet said whether it will ask for 
a new trial. No one from the office would comment tonight.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/25/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: Macedon Police are warning neighbors about an uptick in car break ins and 
they think it’s related to drugs. The chief of police says in the past five weeks, they’ve had thirty, 
with eight vehicles rifled through just last night. The chief says the bulk of break-ins have 
happened on Bickford Street and the north area of town, near Gananda. 21-year-old Bradley 
Mamroe has been arrested and charged with multiple accounts of petit larceny in the case. The 
chief tells us many of the break-ins happened, because cars were left unlocked.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/26/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Monroe County Sheriff’s Deputies now say Churchville man Brian 
Sullivan was murdered, but they recently learned their prime suspect has died. The Sheriff’s 
office tells us Derrick Murray became the main suspect early on. They say he died a few weeks 
ago of natural causes. The Sheriff’s office and Sullivan’s family now say their focus is getting 
Murray’s family to tell them what happened to Sullivan. Investigators say with their primary 
suspect gone, they are not looking to charge anyone. They just want information.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Monroe County Sheriff’s Office confirmed today they are $200,000 
over their overtime budget. And they’re projecting it will reach 1.5 million before the next fiscal 
year. This as a number of deputies have retired this year. The Sheriff’s Office says because of 
that, they’ll actually end up $500,000 under budget, despite the OT. We caught up with the 
sheriff today, to ask him about public safety and if the stalled contract negotiations with the 
county were in fact causing these retirements. Sheriff Patrick O’Flynn said, “There is no issue 
with public safety. Road patrol was saying the road patrol was saying it wasn’t just normal 
retirement. I think some did leave earlier than anticipated but they all had twenty plus years and 
were eligible to retire.” Sheriff O’Flynn did not directly address the jail overtime budget, but 
again the county says they’re so understaffed that they’re putting the overtime back in their 



salary budget. But jail deputies say the low staffing means many of them are being forced to 
work six days a week.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Herman James Hassell, it’s a name Nunda residents say they’ve come to 
know, and fear. Hassell was arrested for 9 misdemeanors in three months but kept getting out on 
bail. He was also charged in connection with the rape of his 12 year old niece, also charged, his 
brother-in-law, John Wesner. Hassell is a name the Livingston County DA has come to know as 
well, arraigning Hassell Thursday on nine more charges, including the rape and sexual assault of 
multiple children under ages 16 and 13. These charges are extremely serious. It’s a Class A 2 
felony and the high end being 25 to life imprisonment. We spoke with dozens of Nunda residents 
in June who has restraining orders against Hassell, they say they’re not at all surprised by the 
new charges, but say they’re resting easier now that he’s in jail. Hassell is remanded to 
Livingston County jail on $100,000 cash and $200,000 bond, a much more significant increase 
than the last times he was arrested. He’s due back in court on October 11th for a motions hearing 
for these new charges. The DA anticipates this will go to trial since Hassell faces life 
imprisonment.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/6/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: A fourth person has been arrested in connection with the death of a 
Penfield man. That suspect, Paul Tucci, was released on bail earlier tonight. Tucci’s girlfriend, 
Laura Rideout, is the estranged with of Craig Rideout. His body was found in a wooded area in 
Yates County in July. Tucci was arraigned today on charges of tampering with blood evidence 
and burglary. Both of those involve the victims’ home. The assistant district attorney says the 
charges stem from surveillance video recovered from a Walmart on Hudson Avenue showing 
Tucci buying a tarp, bungee cords, and an acid based drain cleaner. Items he says were used to 
dispose of evidence in Craig Rideout’s murder. The ADA also says there’s a possibility Tucci 
may be a flight risk. Tucci entered a plea of not guilty and his bail was set at $25,000 cash, 
$50,000 bond. That case has been waived to the grand jury. Rideout’s estranged wife, Laura, 
along with her two sons are all charged with tampering with evidence. But no one has been 
charged with murder in the case.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Improving police-community relations in Rochester, that’s the goal of a 
new position announced by the mayor and chief of police today. That position will be Deputy 
Chief of Community Relations. Current Deputy Chief Wayne Harris will transition to this new 
role and report directly to the police chief. In his new position, Harris will be tasked with 
improving trust between the police and community. It comes on the heels of the new body 
camera program, the Black Lives Matter arrests in July, and the allegation of excessive force 
used by police on a Rochester teen in August. Police Chief Michael Ciminelli said, “We want 
someone that’s going to take a step back, look at all the community outreach we’re doing, look at 
all the programs we’ve embarked on to try to build trust, coordinate them to try to come up with 



a long term strategy for fundamental improvement.” Harris will transition into his new role over 
the next month.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Police in Brighton are blaming the heroin epidemic for a spike in car 
break-ins. Thieves are targeting unlocked cars and even, houses throughout the town. The 
Brighton police chief says they’re looking for valuable items to sell for cash, and it could be 
attributed to the opioid and heroin epidemic. Brighton police say in some cases, thieves have 
taken guns that they’ve found in unlocked cars. The police chief says that’s a reminder to lock 
up, and to call 911 if you see anything suspicious in your neighborhood.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/14/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:15
Detailed Description: The effort to foster more trust between police and city residents comes 
amidst some disturbing new allegations against one Rochester police officer. In three separate 
case, the officer is accused of brutality. One man was hit by an RPD patrol car, another man was 
allegedly beaten while in handcuffs. And a third man was shot. All three men are pursuing legal 
action. Loretta Holley says her son Travis Welch was attacked by RPD after he was already 
handcuffed. The alleged assault she says left him with a broken orbital bone that required 
surgery. Welch ran from police on January 26 after officers attempted to stop him. He was 
arrested, charged and eventually pleaded guilty to criminal possession of a weapon. His mother 
is not denying that the gun was his, but she says her concern is much broader than that. She said, 
“It wasn’t just my son, there are a lot of young men who have been hurt by these police officers’ 
hand.” Those hands, she says, belong to one officer, Patrick Giancursio, a three year veteran of 
RPD. A well-known name in the neighborhood where this incident happened. He is named in 
Welch’s lawsuit and two other legal actions alleging excessive force. Attorney Leland Williams 
is representing all three men who claim to be Giancursio’s victims. Williams said, “Mr. Welch’s 
case was January 26th, 2016, Norford was a few days later on February 3rd, 2016, and Mr. Scott’s 
was from April 22nd of 2016 so I’m wondering about a cluster of excessive force at least 
accusations regarding Officer Patrick Giancursio.” You might remember Brian Norford’s case, 
or at least the video surrounding it. He was struck by an RPD patrol car and then allegedly 
beaten by Giancursio and other officers as he fled from police. Williams’ other client, Michael 
Scott, was shot by Officer Giancursio during a domestic disturbance. Giancursio was put on 
administrative duties pending an internal review, which concluded his actions were justified, 
Williams does not agree with RPD’s findings. Williams said, “Mr. Scott was shot twice in the 
back and it’s difficult to see how a police officer had a gun pointed at him and shot due to that 
threat when someone is hit twice in the back.” The city has denied Welch and Norford’s 
allegations of excessive force, but add it’s still collecting information on Scott’s. Police Chief 
Ciminelli also denied several requests for interviews citing pending litigation. Meanwhile, all of 
the plaintiffs have pleaded guilty to some form of criminal possession of a weapon. Norford is 
the only one of the three men not in prison at the moment, taking a plea deal on lesser charges, 
he admits the gun recovered by police was his, but says it was not on him when police ran him 
down with the car on Lyell Avenue. Williams said, “I’d like to get all three cases involving 
Officer Giancursio joined so we can talk about behavior shown over a period of time.” Behavior 
he believes merits criminal charges and for which his clients deserve restitution. Loretta Holley 



says she just wants to know the criminal justice system applies equally to law enforcement and 
civilians. Rochester police tell us they are conducting an internal review of each separate 
incident, but each time Giancursio has been cleared of any wrongdoing by RPD.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/19/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Tonight the Rochester Police Department is reviewing cellphone video that 
captures what some say is a local case of police brutality. The incident happened last week on 
Hollenbeck Street, near Avenue A and it was all caught on camera. In the video, Letorya Parker 
is walking away from the police officer, when he runs up and tackles her. Witnesses say she was 
pinned to the ground and maced, all just inches away from her five year old daughter. Parker 
said, “He told me to get off the sidewalk and I said, I will when you stop beating my boyfriend 
and when I went to turn into the gate he grabbed me and slammed me on the ground.” Rochester 
police say they’re looking into the situation. But that’s not enough for City Councilman Adam 
McFadden. He heads the council’s public safety committee and has called a special meeting for 
Wednesday. Parker’s boyfriend was being arrested for obstructing governmental administration. 
She claims the officers were hitting him, and that’s why she was yelling. All of this recorded on 
a cellphone by Clarence Thompson, who happened to drive up on the scene. Thompson said, 
“They told this young lady to shut up, go inside. She said I can stand here, then they turned 
around and slammed her on the ground and pepper sprayed her.” Thompson got out of his car to 
record further and wound up being arrested himself. His car, impounded. Thompson said, “I 
knew I could film it and I wondered why the guy was arresting me and he didn’t give me an 
explanation why he was arresting me.” Thompson was charged with obstructing governmental 
administration, because police say he blocked traffic to record the video. Letorya Parker was also 
charged with disorderly conduct, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. 
We also spoke with several witnesses today who told us they were disturbed by the officer’s 
actions. So far, we haven’t gotten an official response from the police department, but we’re 
expecting one in a few days. Mayor Warren told us today she has seen the video and understands 
the outrage. She says the police chief will hold a briefing as soon as possible. She also notes, no 
one has all the facts just yet.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Tensions boiled over tonight at a special hearing at Rochester City Council 
about a police confrontation that was recorded through a cellphone camera. In the video, an 
officer tackles a woman, pins her to the ground, and arrests her. Police say the woman initially 
failed to obey police orders, and had been yelling at them as they arrested her boyfriend nearby. 
Critics say it’s a clear case of excessive force. During a public meeting tonight, city council 
grilled the police chief, but the meeting was cut short when shouting from the crowd grew so 
loud it drowned out the council members and police.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/26/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Several times this year, the IRS, and local police agencies, have warned 
about phone scams in which the caller pretends to be with the IRS. They’re trying to scare you 
into giving them your money. Despite all the warnings, some say the scammers are still at it. 



Maureen Barry has had more than her fair share of calls from scammers, pretending to be the 
Internal Revenue Service. Thankfully, Barry knew it wasn’t really the IRS after her. But 
according to Lifespan, a group that provides services for seniors here in Rochester, about 60 
percent of the cases they deal with regarding this are elderly folks who have paid the money 
scammers demanded, out of fear. Scam prevention coordinator Leita King says calls have been 
more frequent lately in the Rochester area in the past few months. The IRS issued us a statement 
saying they will never demand immediate payment over the phone or call about taxes owed 
without first having mailed you a bill. On their website August 2nd of this year, they also state 
calls have been more frequent saying, “Taxpayers should remain alert for this summer surge of 
phone scams, and watch for clear warning signs as these scammers change tactics.” King says 
she recommends anyone who gets these calls, do what Barry did, hang-up.  Lifespan is also 
warning, the call will sometimes say something along the lines of “to discontinue, press 6.” They 
say don’t do that either. Just hang up.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/26/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The union that represents Rochester Police Officers says a cellphone video 
of a woman being tackled to the ground and arrested, doesn’t tell the full story. The video shows 
an incident on Hollenbeck Street two weeks ago. In the video, the woman argues with officers, 
who were there to arrest her boyfriend for a separate issue. Then, an officer runs toward the 
woman and tackles her to the ground, just inches from her screaming child. Union President 
Mike Mazzeo says the woman was already under arrest but not yet handcuffed, and when he 
approached her from behind, she struck him in the face. Mazzeo said, “It’s crucial on these 
videos to have the info before you comment. Video is the thing where what your eyes see does 
not necessarily mean it’s the truth.” Mazzeo says he has seen police body camera footage of the 
incident, but although it can provide context, it may not clear up the entire incident. That’s 
because it deactivated during the physical confrontation. The Rochester Police Department is 
conducting a review of the incident.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/27/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: Breaking news out of Webster where police have at long last tracked down 
a suspect in the 2003 armed robbery and homicide at the Xerox Federal Credit Union. This is a 
case that has kept investigators searching for more than a decade. Especially because two people 
were shot during the robbery, one of them, Raymond Batzel, was killed. Authorities say they 
have the suspect in custody and his name is Richard Leon Wilbern. Earlier this year the FBI 
believed their suspect was living in the Buffalo-Niagara Falls area and had ties here in Rochester. 
In March, the FBI posted enhanced photos of the suspect on billboards and the credit union 
offered a reward for information. Wilbern was taken into custody earlier today in Rochester. 
We’re told by officials Wilbern appeared in Federal court earlier this afternoon for an initial 
appearance and was charged with bank robbery resulting in death.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/27/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Rochester Police have released new video from blue light cameras and 
police body cameras, showing more of a controversial confrontation between an officer and a 



woman. However, police blurred out the images of the officer and the woman, Letorya Parker. 
The body camera video that was released is from a different officer at the scene than the one who 
was arresting Parker. Police Union President Mike Mazzeo says the body camera shuts off 
during the arrest. He criticized the entire body camera program, while RPD Chief Michael 
Ciminelli argues malfunctions like this are rare. Ciminelli says they’ve purposefully taken their 
time in rolling out the body camera program to ensure that officers are properly trained in how to 
use them.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/28/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Investigators are revealing how they tracked down the suspect in the 2003 
Xerox armed robbery and shooting that killed one man and injured another. The FBI says a 
tipster called them about 56 year old Richard Wilbern after a press conference in March, where 
they pleaded with the public for any information. The tipster said Wilbern was a Xerox employee 
who had been fired. Investigators say not long after that, Wilbern actually contacted them about 
being the victim of a real estate scam. Eventually they were able to connect Wilbern to DNA 
from an umbrella the suspect had left behind in the Xerox shooting. Today law enforcement 
talked about a possible motive. U.S. Attorney William Hochul said, “What the court papers 
indicate is there was certainly a degree of  hostility towards the institution and an interest in 
getting paid money.” Investigators are stressing, the case is not closed, and there could be more 
information and even charges coming in the next few weeks or months. Wilbern could face life 
in prison or even the death penalty because this is a federal case. That will be up to the attorney 
general.

Economy – topics covered under this issue include: State budget, cost of living, poverty, job 
market, and personal finances.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 7/4/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:40
Detailed Description: CPA Jamie Block from Wealth Design Services is back with us. As we 
celebrate the 4th of July, it's also time for a mid-year sort of financial check-up. Let's kind of run 
down the things that we ought to be thinking about as we kind of get to the halfway point of the 
year. I'd kind of like to focus on our tax part of our financial future here, and so there are a 
couple of things that you need to consider. First we have to figure out where we're at, you know, 
where does our income stand, our expenses, and what's our overall picture. Then I want to say, 
okay now that we know where we are at, do we need to increase income, and maybe decrease 
some expenses, or do you want to do the opposite and decrease expenses and increase income, 
determine where you're at. Then last, you want to make sure that you pay enough in, because the 
last thing we want to do is pay unneeded penalties to the IRS.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/7/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Thousands of working New Yorkers who struggle to feed their families 
will now be able to apply for food benefits---otherwise known as SNAP. Rochester Mayor 
Lovely Warren and state officials held a news conference at Rochester's Public Market today.  
The expansion of SNAP - The Supplemental Nutrition Program - is expected to help aid an 



additional 750,000 households across the state. Mayor Warren said, "The amount of money they 
make they currently aren't eligible for SNAP benefits this will expand that so more families are 
covered and wouldn't be penalized for earning $.20 or a dollar more in their paycheck. Rochester 
public market has the largest SNAP redemption  program in the country.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 7/17/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:10
Detailed Description: CPA Matt Bryant is back with us again. Today we're talking about financial 
fitness for Summer. There's a lot of things to get to, let's start with vacations. You say "set a 
budget.” Matt: Before you set out on a trip, plan how much you're going to spend on airfare, hotels, 
car rental, meals, entertainment and souvenirs. If that totals more than your budget, you can scale 
back before you leave. One great way to keep those costs down is to use the travel websites. They 
compare different airlines, hotels and car rentals to get the best rates. Also check for memberships 
that you may have that offer discounts like the AAA. Some great places to go are state parks and 
national parks. They have lower rates than hotels, typically for the cabins. There's a lot of great 
free or low-cost activity that you can do outdoors. Driving is a great option this year. With the cost 
of gas being so low, with one person it's not too bad but when you have multiple people in the car, 
it's not much more cost. Everyone needs a ticket to fly. One big expense is eating out. If you're 
going to lunch, dinner and breakfast it can add up. There's a number of different hotels that offer 
free breakfast in the morning, or offer kitchenettes where you can cooks meals for yourself in your 
room. We always want to get a souvenir at the big place but there's ways to save money. Typically 
the tourist stores have higher prices but if you go to a mass-merchant or grocery store, they'll have 
similar materials at usually a lower cost.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/21/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Droves of hopeful employees turned up for a job fair in Gates. Part of the 
draw: 2,000 jobs in Gates are up for grabs at Rochester Tech Park there. Maximus is a healthcare 
company that recently announced its bring two thousand call center jobs to the old Kodak 
building in Gates. Maximus hired Adecco, the job placement agency, to help them fill those 
spots. Maximus says it will eventually employ at least 2,000 people at Gates Tech Park. It wants 
to have 180 in place in August first. Gates Town Supervisor Mark Assini says Maximus wants 
the rest of the jobs filled by the end of October. Maximus says this was Adecco’s jobs fair. The 
University of Rochester was also there. Maximus tells us, they will host their own job fair 
August third at Monroe Community College.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 7/25/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: CPA Tom Walpole is back with us to focus in on our taxes for a midyear 
checkup. The first thing is to make sure that you get the 2015 return done. If it's on extension, get 
that wrapped up. Let's say we've taken care of that though and we're looking toward the 2016 
return. What's the first step there? For 2016, Congress hasn't done much because of the elections 
coming up, so the laws and rates are pretty much the same. People should really take a look at 
the things they have as far as their income goes. There's controllable and uncontrollable types of 
income items. What types of things might change one's income between 2015 and 2016? 
Uncontrollable things may be things like losing a job or maybe the birth of a child. Those types 



of things you really can't have control over but you should factor those into next year.  
Controllable things would be things like selling investments or taking a bonus, possibly. Those 
types of things can also factor into it. You could also have things like college tuition, losing a 
dependent because they've moved out of the house or their age is too high, those things should 
all factor in. If your income is changing, you should do something about it. What they should 
probably do is put together a tax return based on the new information they have. The new 
withholdings, the estimated taxes they're paying, if their income has gone up or down, and then 
project out and see what the tax return is going to look like. Once they take a look at that, then 
they can see if they want to make any changes. And then factor in whether they've got gains or 
losses in terms of investments. What type of results should people plan for? As far as results, 
again, once you get things changed as far as withholdings and estimated taxes, I don't like to see 
people get big refunds. They're always nice to get but there's two things that I think are wrong 
with that. Number one is you're giving the government money they shouldn't have all year 
because you can have it and do things with it yourself. The second thing is a lot of people take 
that big refund at the end of the year, and they're going to pay off holiday bills or plan a vacation 
for it. That used to be a big thing in the past, sort of like the Kodak Bonus, but with identity theft 
out there now, many people are getting hit with it. All of a sudden this refund they're planning on 
doesn't come through for seven, eight, nine, ten months, and that could put you in a financial 
bind.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 8/1/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:40
Detailed Description: CPA Matt Bryant is talking about financial fitness, especially when it 
comes to college. How can students who are getting ready to head off to college prepare? Some 
great advice is to start planning early. If your children are going off to college the first time this 
year, or going into the future, starting to save now is really going to make it a lot easier to get to 
that number once kids hit college. The IRS offers a 529 Plan that allows you to use investments 
tax-free when use them for qualified education expenses. And for kids heading off to college this 
year, or even some of those rising seniors thinking about college next year, they should start 
looking at colleges you want to consider. A lot of state colleges offer a lower tuition cost. There's 
a lot of great SUNY schools here in New York. There's a difference between a two-year college 
(community college) and four-year program. Community colleges are typically very affordable. 
They offer a two-year program and a lot of those will transfer to a four-year degree. You can go 
two years at a community college and then transfer to a four-year college to complete your 
degree. Private colleges typically have a higher tuition rate. They also offer scholarships and 
other financial awards that help make the cost more affordable. Financial Aid Departments exist 
in almost every college, and reaching out to them can help you get access to those scholarships 
and other opportunities. A scholarship or a grant comes in and it's free money to the student. You 
do not have to repay it. On the other hand, the loan is money you will have to repay after 
graduation. Cost is just one part of the picture. If you could go to a private school and get a 
degree that could result in twice as much earnings in your lifetime, it could be worth the extra to 
get that expensive degree. It's a really good idea to start planning early. Regardless of what age 
the student is or the parents are, start planning now and start saving now, and it will make it a lot 
easier down the road.



Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 8/8/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:40
Detailed Description: CPA Jamie Block joined us to talk about digital estate planning. Digital 
estate planning is the process of organizing your election data, which would be online accounts, 
your social media, and making sure you have a plan for what happens to them when you pass. In 
Facebook, under your Account Settings and Security, there's an option to create a "Legacy 
Contact." This Legacy Contact would be the person who would take charge of your account 
when you pass. The other option is to delete your account. So again, you have the option to 
delete your account when you pass, or have your account memorialized with this Legacy 
Contact. This Legacy Contact, which has to be a Facebook Friend right now, they haven't 
changed that... would have the ability to edit your account, delete pictures, save pictures, 
etcetera. For the other people on Facebook, you'll still see the deceased's posts and pictures just 
like normal, and you can share and post on their timeline. However, there won't be any birthday 
reminders that will keep coming up. You can't search there name and it won't show. Lastly, next 
to their name it'll say "remembering." Other digital accounts; things like iTunes, Amazon Kindle 
or Audible. How would these work once you've passed on? Right, now these ones definitely are 
not as simple as Facebook. When you created these accounts, you had these licensing agreements 
that you signed. Now these licensing agreements give you unlimited access to those TV shows, 
the music, videos, etcetera and books, for as long as you live. These agreements are not so clear 
as to what happens when you pass. You need make sure you read these, and if you need 
assistance, get that from your local attorney. So not only do we have social media, we have 
banking accounts, we pay our bills online and our credit cards. It's very important to make sure 
that you give the heirs and all that information on usernames and passwords as well. On our 
website at wealthdesignservices.com, we have a little sheet that you can download and write all 
that information in, but be careful. Do not safe passwords or usernames on your computer, 
because that's the first place hackers are going to look.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 8/15/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: Today we're joined by Scott Adair from the New York State Society of 
CPAs. We're talking about tax credits that can help you when you're in college. First of all, what 
kind of credits are we talking about that can lower college costs? We're really looking at two tax 
credits and one savings program, actually. The American Opportunities Tax Credit for college 
students, as well as the lifetime learning tax credit, in addition to 5-29 savings plans. The 
American Opportunities Tax Credit allows for a twenty-five hundred dollar tax credit, which is a 
lowering of your liability, on your income tax each year. The restrictions are it has to be for 
either you, your spouse or a dependent child that's claimed on your income tax return. The 
American Opportunities Tax Credit is just for undergrads. We do have the Lifetime Learning 
Tax Credit and that is for graduate students. That's a two thousand dollar tax credit. People who 
are eligible would be graduate students, undergraduate students, or someone whose taking a class 
just for educational purposes for their job. Some of the major differences are on where it kicks in 
on your income tax return. On the American Opportunities Credit, the limit to get the full credit 
is a hundred and sixty thousand dollars, whereas on the Lifetime Learning Credit, that income 
limit for a married-filing jointly is a hundred and ten thousand dollars. There's different income 
levels depending on how you can do. Also, the program is slightly different depending on what 
types of expenses you're looking to get reimbursed for or the tax credit for. The 5-29 college 



savings plans are pretty much across the country, but we do hear about them pretty prevalently 
here in New York state. It allows people to put money away after taxes. They can earn interest in 
dividends on those dollars. It would then become tax-free when used to pay for educational 
expenses.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/5/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: CSEA workers putting the labor in Labor Day with a protest over their 
ongoing struggle in negotiating a contract with  Monroe County. CSEA Region 6 President Flo 
Tripi said, “We gave last time because the county was in trouble. We have given at the office 
folks and we’re not ready to give anymore.” Since then though, Tripi says CSEA workers, who 
represent more than 1800 public employees, including probation officers for Monroe County, 
have seen nothing back from the administration. CSEA recently sat down at the table with the 
county after Tripi says the administration canceled meetings and blew them off for months. She 
said just talking is an improvement. CSEA is far from the only collective bargaining unit that 
says they’re facing a stalemate with the county though. Tripi said, “Eight unions in the county, 
one of them has a contract, and that one was forced.” Tripi is talking about sheriff’s deputies for 
the road patrol, the only union in Monroe County with a contract, but a contract they say was 
imposed upon them and that they’re in the process of appealing. Monroe County Executive 
Cheryl Dinolfo said, “Not to speak for the sheriff, but they’ve been without a contract for some 
time. We’re making some great progress. We’ve had numerous meetings throughout the year. 
Same thing with CSEA, we’ve had meetings with them and they’ve been productive meetings.” 
Road patrol and jail deputies disagree on the productivity of those meetings and with the 
sentiment that the county has been bargaining in good faith. Road Patrol Union President John 
Auberger said, “I would say that the majority of our members feel the county does not value 
them.” Questioning Dinolfo’s repeated praise of the efforts of local law enforcement. “I know 
that the jail is $200,000 over their overtime budget and that’s coming out of people pulling 
doubles, are you concerned for their safety?” “Sheriff O’Flynn is doing a great job and those 
deputies do a great job and I have the upmost confidence that they’re being protected.” We spoke 
to the jail deputies after their latest meeting with the county, and they said negotiations have not 
been in good faith, since they say they’ve been offered less each time they come to the table. 
Both CSEA and the jail unions adamant that meetings with the county are a way to keep up the 
appearance of good faith negotiations, rather than a way to reach an agreement.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 9/12/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:10
Detailed Description: CPA Tom Walpole is back with us today. This morning, a question from 
one of our viewers, and the topic is Social Security recipients and marriage. The question is, how 
much is taxed? The answer is "it depends." It's never easy with the government. You start out 
with a number called "MAGI," which is an acronym for "Modified Adjusted Gross Income." 
You take your adjusted gross income, and from that, you add any tax exempt interest that you 
might have. Then from there, you get to the provisional income, and to do that, you have to add 
one half of your Social Security. So now you've got your MAGI, and half of your Social Security 
to give you the provisional income, and from there you subtract the base amount. The base 
amount is going to depend on whether you are married or single If you're single, it's $25,000. If 
you're married, it's $32,000, so if you're a married couple it's going to bring you down a little 



more non-taxable income. Then from there, you look at the excess over the base, which is what's 
left over. You then take half that number, compare it to one half of the Society Security that 
you've received, and the lesser amount is added back to become taxable income. It's as simple as 
can be! What's the key thing to keep in mind here? That it's not the same answer for everybody, 
and if you're a married couple and one person does not earn any money at all, that person could 
become your tax shelter.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/20/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester community is facing an increase in the number of people 
living below the poverty line. That was revealed in a new report out today by ACT Rochester 
and the Rochester Community Foundation. Compared to other cities of similar size, Rochester 
ranks second in overall poverty and first in childhood poverty. In fact, more than half of 
Rochester’s children are living in poverty. Organizers of the study say reasons for the increase 
vary, from those who have been in poverty for generations, to those who deal with a health care 
crisis or a spouse losing a job. Ann Johnson of ACT Rochester said, “There are things that 
contribute to poverty that make it difficult to find one particular solution that’s going to help 
solve the problem. This is going to take many different types of solutions for the different 
families and geographies that are in poverty.” The report was based on U.S. census data between 
2010 and 2014, before the Rochester-Monroe anti-poverty initiative began its work.

Education – topics covered under this issue include: How to improve student performance in 
schools, school success stories and what programs are available to the public to further their 
education.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/18/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: We’re hearing from the mayor of Rochester, on the school board’s pick for 
superintendent. Barbara Deane-Williams will serve as the city’s next superintendent. Williams is 
currently the senior deputy superintendent of Boston public schools, and was the former 
superintendent of the Greece School District. Mayor Warren said, “I’m excited about Barbara. I 
knew her when she was working as the Greece superintendent. I think she is a great educator, she 
has the heart of children and to be able to build those bridges.” Barbara Deane-Williams said, “I 
believe that Rochester holds great promise in being the best urban district in New York State. I 
think we have a strong, committed board, strong community partnership and voice.” The 
appointment of Williams is the first time that a woman has been chosen to serve as the 
permanent superintendent of the Rochester City School District.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/19/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Vertus Charter School has a new home. The all-boys year-round high 
school has moved from Austin Street to Humboldt Street. The new location is a former Harris 
Corporation building. 4 million dollars was spent on renovations. When all is said and done this 
summer, the new school will have a gym, an art room, a science lab and plenty more. This is all 
helping the charter school expand. An open house will be held this Saturday from 11 to 3 at the 
school.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/20/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: East Rochester High School is rolling out a new class that will help with 
real life issues. East Rochester High School Principal Casey Van Harssel said the feedback they 
get year after year is that content wise the graduates were ready for the workforce or college or 
the military but not for real life skills. Van Harssel went on to create a class on how to survive in 
the real world. He said, “Awareness of what it means to have a credit card, how credit cards 
work, how to start saving for retirement. I am at a young age how to rent a home, how to buy a 
home, how to lease a car vs buying a car. How to change a car tire. How to prepare for the job 
market, rather creating resumes, job interview skills, shake hand, those are important life skills.” 
Real Life 101 is designed seminar style and guest speakers will present topics for discussion. 
There is no grade, you either pass or fail. Student participation is a must. It’s a one semester 
course that is meant to come in handy regardless of your plans after high school.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/21/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: School 19 is one of the poorest neighborhoods of the city, and it may soon 
team up with SUNY Geneseo. It would be the second school in the district to work in partnership 
with an outside institution. There’s already one in place at East High. School 19 is on Seward 
Street. Based in part on low test scores, it’s on the state’s priority list for schools that need 
special attention. The plan to partner with SUNY Geneseo is designed to boost the school 
progress. SUNY Geneseo professors would work full time with teachers at School 19. And 
education students at SUNY Geneseo would be available at School 19 as student teachers and 
tutors. Under the plan, SUNY Geneseo would serve as superintendent of School 19, and answer 
directly to the school board. SUNY Geneseo and the school district have applied for extra state 
aid to fund the partnership. If it’s approved, it would launch in 2017.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/28/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: In the midst of a drought, students and staff at East High School, along 
with people in the  neighborhood, came together to make things a little greener. Today the group 
planted vegetables, fruits and flowers in the school’s first teaching garden. The American Heart 
Association is giving East’s culinary students the chance to improve their heart health through 
the project. The 2,000 square foot garden was built by volunteers and the culinary program at 
East High has a nearly 100 percent graduation rate.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Test scores in the Rochester School District have improved, but show the 
least improvement of the five major school districts in New York. That’s according to the 
Department of Education. In grades three through eight, the percentage of kids who scored 
proficient in English and Language Arts was 6.7 this year. That’s compared with 4.7 last year. IN 
math, the percentage was 7.2 percent compared with 7.4 percent last year. New York City 
schools improved the most, followed by Yonkers, Buffalo, Syracuse and Rochester. State 
officials say given the numerous changes in the tests this year, they can’t pinpoint exactly why 



the test scores increased. The Rochester City School District released a statement today saying in 
part, “Unfortunately, the progress of Rochester students continues to lag behind other urban 
districts in New York and suburban districts in Monroe County. We have increased investment 
in pre-kindergarten, special education, a new K-2 English curriculum developed by district 
teachers and many other services to help close that gap.”

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/5/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Some students at RIT were hard at work over the summer. Students 
unveiled research they have been working on at the school’s annual symposium held today. The 
event was structured as a professional research conference. Students gave oral presentations 
along with poster presentations. Some of this year’s presentations including analyzing the 
effectiveness of exercise apps and researching automatic speech recognition.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/8/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: A fun day at the Frederick Douglass Rec Center in Rochester. Rochester 
City Mayor Lovely Warren read to kids this afternoon. Mayor Warren and the city are working 
to encourage kids to read. The mayor read a book titled Duck Rides a Bike. Like the title 
suggests, a duck learns to ride a bike and tries to be a leader and set an example in hopes that the 
other ducks will learn how to ride their bikes too. Mayor Warren along with the kids ended the 
day by playing Duck Duck Goose.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 8/10/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: We’re just a few weeks away from the start of the school year, but the new 
head of the Rochester City School District is already three days into the job. Superintendent 
Barbara Deane-Williams is making the rounds, learning from administrators and students about 
what’s working and what is not. The superintendent has created chiefs that will supervise 
principals and schools and report directly to her. The district faces many challenges, including 
some of the lowest test scores in the state, as well as poor graduation and attendance rates, 
challenges that made meeting with nutrition and safety teams the superintendent’s priority. She 
said, ‘There are ways to partner across the city to ensure adequate food distribution. And to make 
sure that we are mindful of the need to educate families as well as students.” Solutions to 
problems that Deane-Williams says won’t come overnight.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/12/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: Getting kids ready for back to school. Students from the Simon Business 
School stuffed backpacks full of school supplies for more than 1,500 East High students today. 
The help didn’t stop there. Students also made motivational posters that will hang throughout the 
halls of East High.  Last year, the University of Rochester formed a partnership with East High 
to help turn the troubling school around.



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/19/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: Nearly 200 students took part in the Thing-a-ma-jig program at WXXI 
today. Kids of all ages were shown that science can be fun and is a part of everyday life. There 
was plenty of activities for kids that incorporated science, technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics. This program is meant to open the door for creative thinking. And the theme for 
the day: escape from Castaway Island. Todd Wait of the YMCA said, “The idea is they have 
been stranded on an island in the middle of an ocean, and they have to use recyclable materials to 
solve a different challenge at each station so some of it is building shelter and how are they going 
to survive and eat.” The YMCA hosted the 2nd annual Thing-a-ma-jig.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A disagreement over how to proceed with the second phase of a massive 
plan to renovate dozens of aging Rochester city schools. A special project committee meeting 
was held tonight with the hopes of sorting it all out. Recently the city of Rochester school 
district’s facilities modernization board decided to move forward without a project labor 
agreement. Some officials in tonight’s meeting were for a PLA, while others were not. They say 
the point of the meeting was to define the path moving forward, with a PLA or without. 
Rochester City Council member Adam McFadden said, “This isn’t about the PLA, this is about 
politics. That’s why we’re sitting here today and that board was set up to be void of that and 
apparently that’s not good enough for some folks.” As much as 1.3 billion dollars is set to be 
invested in city educational infrastructure over the next 15 years.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/23/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: This coming school  year, every student in the Webster School District 
grades six through 12 will received a laptop through a new initiative, Transforming Learning 
Through Technology. Students and teachers will have the most current information in the 
classroom and it makes sure all students, from all backgrounds, enter the classroom on a level 
playing field.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/24/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: Students at the University of Rochester are back on campus. Move-in day 
for freshman was held today. More than one thousand freshman took up residency in their new 
dorms. Members of residential life worked quickly to check students in, and get their belongings 
to their dorms. 49 out of 50 states are represented in the class of 2020. International students 
moved in Monday.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/25/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Your family is probably in back-to-school mode. So are officials in local 
districts, including the city of Rochester. The new superintendent went door-to-door in several 
neighborhoods this morning as part of her first “attendance blitz.” Usually these happen during 
the school year to check on kids who are chronically absent. Today, the goal was to get the word 



out about resources offered by the district. It was also a chance to meet families. Today’s 
attendance blitz focused on families of the district’s youngest students: grades K through three.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/31/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Just before the start of school, the Rochester City School District has 
released a new report showing that arrest of its students is down nearly 87 percent since 2008. 
That year saw 1021 students arrested, for minor disturbances to more serious assaults. This past 
school  year, down to 133. Some are warning though that these numbers could be masking a 
bigger problem. Teacher’s Union President Adam Urbanski worries those numbers will bring a 
false sense of security for families and teachers. Urbanski said, “We can’t ignore that assaults on 
teachers have increased. We had 120 assaults on teachers reported.” Urbanski says that’s nearly 
double the number of teacher-reported assaults from any previous year. He says that while yes, 
student arrests have decreased by an astonishing 87 percent over the past 7 years, he questions if 
it’s a result of real change, or if teachers are being encouraged to only report the most serious 
incidents. The head of security for RCSD, Lori Baldwin, confirming there has been a change in 
what is reported to police. Baldwin said, “With the more minor fights, the minor offenses, where 
an arrest may have previously been made, now there are different options.” Adding though, that 
more resources being made available, such as “help zones” where students can cool down, and 
more guidance counselors, has been crucial to that decrease in arrest. And says teacher and 
student safety is paramount.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/6/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: On the first day of school the Fairport School District is taking security to 
a new level. Northside Elementary School was the first of eight schools in Fairport to implement 
a buzzer system. All exterior doors are locked. Visitors must now ring a buzzer at the main door 
and present their ID. Their ID will be scanned. They are then given a badge that must be visible 
while inside schools. The badge must be returned before leaving. Fairport Schools 
Superintendent Brett Provenzano said, “Last year we started piloting systems here at Northside 
School and making sure we could support it from a technological standpoint and from a human 
resources standpoint. We are ready to roll this out throughout our school district all eight 
buildings.” Fairport School District says their new security measures will be implemented one 
school at a time to ensure they have the right support on hand.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/7/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Today as students in the Rochester District went back to school, a rally 
was held to push for equal state funding for charter schools. That rally taking place in downtown 
Rochester this morning as a court hearing was held on the issue. Local charter school advocates 
say they get 68 cents to the dollar given to students in the city school district. They argue they 
are public schools, saying they simply offer alternative approaches to education. While people on 
both sides agree with having the freedom to choose a school, the head of the Rochester Teachers 
Union, Adam Urbanski, says charter schools fall under the same umbrella as choosing a private 
school. Urbanski said, “What worries me is that in order to give more funding to charter schools, 
it would come from funding for public schools. And public schools, especially in urban districts, 



are already strapped for money.” Maria Dalmau has children at charter schools. She said, “When 
I go to pick up my nieces at the public school, the buildings are amazing, the kids get 
technology, access to after school programs, things we don’t have at Eugenio.” The court has not 
yet said when it will make a decision. Both sides promise to press their case, no matter what.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/12/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: How will four Rochester schools use millions of dollars in state grants? 
We’re getting a clearer picture on that subject today. Each school will get around 2.5 million 
dollars over the next five years. This will help School 19 start a partnership with SUNY 
Geneseo, similar to the one between East High and University of Rochester. School 10, School 
14 and the Integrated Arts and Technology High School will expand their education models. The 
goal, to encourage parents to feel more confident sending their kids to city schools. Van White, 
president of the Rochester City School Board said, “Long term, there are comprehensive 
solutions for this whole district that can take time. We need an infusion of committed parents 
who understand that their child’s educational future is today.” The district says its other schools 
that did not receive the grants will still move forward with their improvement plans.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/13/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Local law enforcement agencies say increasing diversity starts with getting 
more people to take entrance exams. And that, they say, starts with students. The new program at 
Roberts Wesleyan College is called the “Justice and Security Institute.” It’s geared toward 
students majoring in criminal justice and homeland security. Students will have the opportunity 
to work as police interns and see first-hand the work officers do. Ultimately the goal is to 
increase diversity in the police department. Brighton Police Chief Mark Henderson says this will 
help to combat racism and violence in our community. Henderson says, next their goal is to 
partner with local high school in hopes that younger people show an interest in joining the police 
force.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 9/13/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Many of you had a great start to the school year this year because of all the 
great teachers out there in our area. And throughout the school year, as many of you know, we 
give out, once a week, a Golden Apple Award to a deserving teacher. To start the 2016-2017 
school year, we head into School Number 22 in the Rochester City School District. There we 
find a teacher who does not hide her love for her students. Donna Grayson knew she wanted to 
be a teacher when she was five years old. She knew it when she was going to school at East 
High. She even knew it when she was homeless and then in the U.S. Army. She proved herself 
right two decades ago when she became an educator in the Rochester City School District. In her 
sixth grade classroom at School 22, Mrs. Grayson can change a student’s direction. Elvis 
Maybell said she did that for him last year. School 22 Principal Clinton Bell said, “What makes 
her special is she doesn’t give up on her students and she’s inspirational. She brings kids from 
where they are to where they need to be, fantastic teacher.” And Mama G, as students calls her, 
does it with love, tough love at times. Despite her reputation, Mrs. Grayson had no idea she was 
going to get this Golden Apple. Mrs. Grayson said, “They are my family and that’s the way I 



raise the classroom, as a family. We’re family. We start off rough, we learn to be a community, 
we get along. The bottom line is you create a classroom where kids are safe and where kids 
enjoy coming to and they will come and they will do a fantastic job for you and they call me 
mom because I call them my sons and daughters and that’s why we have the kind of classroom 
that we have and that’s what makes a great classroom.”

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/15/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Cracking down on chronic absence in the Rochester City School District. 
Volunteers headed out on the first attendance blitz of the school year this morning. Folks visited 
the homes of chronically absent students. The district’s attendance improvement efforts have 
reduced chronic absence by 1700 students over the past two years. Barbara Deane-Williams led 
the blitz today. It’s her first year as the superintendent for the school district. The 2016-2017 goal 
is to reach a further reduction of 750 students.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/16/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: It’s been one year since the University of Rochester stepped in to partner 
with East High School. This was a move to save this school from closing due to poor academic 
performance. But we’re finding test scores are still low. Originally East was a high school. Last 
year was the first time they added grades six through eight. Superintendent Shaun Nelms says he 
is not surprised at these results and the board says these test scores show areas of improvement 
needed. New  York State has released last year’s results for grades six through eight in English 
and math. In math, three percent scored proficient. As for English, four percent scored proficient. 
Both scores underperformed Rochester City School District’s test scores. Nelms said, “I am not 
saying that I am proud of those scores. I would hope that 98% of our kids are proficient instead 
of not being proficient. But we know our students enter East from other schools well below 
standards. One of our goals is to expand our partnership with an elementary school in our 
community.” Nelms says they have a long way to go, but their biggest accomplishment last year 
was dropping their student suspension numbers from three thousand to about one hundred 
seventy. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/16/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Students and parents from the Rochester City School District will continue 
to be able to hear beautiful music from the Eastman School of Music. The school announced 
they have expanded their partnership with the district. More than 1500 students and parents are 
expected to attend free concerts from the upcoming 2016-2017 Eastman Presents Concert Series. 
Last year, the program was expected to draw around 200 students and parents but by the end of 
the last show, more than 700 had attended. And new this year, many of the award-winning artists 
will hold special meet and greets with the families after the shows.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 9/20/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: As many of  you know, News 8 is a friend of the RBTL, Rochester 
Broadway Theatre League, and you know the saying, a friend of a friend is a friend of mine, 



which is why we knew we’d love Holly Valentine. She’s bringing all RBTL has to offer into the 
classroom in the Gates-Chili School District. For her work, we presented her the Golden Apple 
Award.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/21/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Nazareth College announcing today it has received the largest financial gift 
ever in the school’s history. And it came from Tom Golisano. The 7.5 million dollar donation 
will go toward a new, indoor, athletic training center. Not only will the facility be a huge asses 
for students at Nazareth, but also training grounds for the New York Special Olympics. Nazareth 
President Daan Braveman said, “It’s more than just a facility, what it creates is opportunities for 
our 1,100 students in Health and Human Services Programs, our students in the School of 
Education to really develop the understanding and ability to work with people of all abilities.” 
The training facility will be 91,000 square feet, ground will be broken early next summer and 
construction should be completed by the start of the 2018 academic year.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/22/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Proposed changes to Common Core testing were the focus of a discussion 
between local educators today. A state task force recommended changes to 60 percent of ELA 
standards and 55 percent of math standards. Most of the recommended changes involve 
streamlining or better defining standards. State Education Commissioner Mary Ellen Elia was in 
Rochester today and addressed the media. Local school officials we talked to say they’re in favor 
of the proposed changes. You can review the recommendations and leave your comments on the 
State Department of Education’s website. We have that link on RochesterFirst.com.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 9/27/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: This week’s Golden Apple winner is Fairport High School French teacher 
Lynelle Vandenberg. Katie Munechika nominated Mrs. Vandenberg and said, “She’s also good 
at creating a very positive and accepting environment inside the classroom and she really 
embraces creativity and collaboration among the kids which I think makes a class super fun and 
interesting.” Fairport Principal Robert Clark said, “She has some themes that she tries to drive 
home with them and that’s not just familiarity with foreign language, but making sure they know 
she cares and they’re part of her family, part of the Fairport family.” 

Environment – topics covered under this issue include: Plans for sustainability and recycling 
ideas.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/4/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A holiday on the water was anything but for some boaters and campers on 
the Erie Canal. For the past several days, water levels have dropped dramatically on a six mile 
span of the canal north of Seneca Falls. The result? At Oak Orchard Marina in Savannah, Wayne 
County, boats became stuck. The New York State Canal Corporation tells News 8 it did not 
intentionally lower the water level near Savannah. But they did more than 50 miles west, in 



Brockport. Portions of the canal were drained so crews could make repairs to the Brockport canal 
bridge. That means the main source of water for the canal was the Genesee River, which is at 
lower than normal levels.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 7/6/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:05
Detailed Description: Time now for our Why Roc conversation this week, is am pleased to 
welcome Mike Alt to the program. Mike is the vice president for technology and manufacturing 
at Signa Chemistry. Mike says Signa is really an exciting growth company in the specialty 
chemicals manufacturing. We take a material that is pretty hazardous, but has great properties for 
converting one molecule to another, sodium. We found a way by our founders to make that safe 
to handle, economical and efficient. So we've developed a process that can utilize this, that gives 
you all the benefits of sodium, but in a material that's safer and easier to handle.   We have 
companies in the industrial chemical space and in the oil and gas space, all around the world 
people are interested in, we're sending samples around and doing our first trials with the oil and 
gas space.  Our first product is going in to the oil and gas, and it's a really interesting product. It 
takes sodium and puts it in with a petroleum based product. It goes down into the oil wells and 
can extract additional oil out of the existing wells. And the benefit of that is, most people don't 
realize more than two-thirds of the oil is still in the wells today, so if we can find a way to get 
five or ten percent of that out, we don't have to drill new wells, we don't have to impact the 
environment in environmentally sensitive areas. So we can extract it out and move towards 
energy independence without current wells. Why did Signa choose Rochester to have this 
manufacturing facility? Rochester's a great town, but it really had two things that were of interest 
to Signa. The first is, as a chemical manufacturer, you need a strong infrastructure, Eastman 
Business Park provides that. It's a unique facility, not just in Rochester but around the U.S. it has 
buildings, it has the utilities that we need. It has supporting services that we need like analytical 
services, as well as transportation. But second and more importantly are the human resources. 
Rochester has a wealth of talent, from chemical operators and skilled trades, to our engineers and 
our PhD scientists. And right now fifteen people work for Signa in Rochester, half of the 
company is based in Rochester right now. So the combination of the infrastructure and the 
human resources made Rochester an ideal place.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A major drought is impacting the Finger Lakes region. We headed to the 
town of Stanley in Ontario County. They are in a  moderate drought right now. Farmers there are 
feeling the effects on their crop. The U.S. Department of Agriculture released its latest drought 
report for our area. And the drought is worsening. Farmers are doing their best to cope with the 
dry weather. Farmers will have to continue to irrigate and all we can hope for is some much 
needed rain to come our way.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New York State is officially under a drought watch after months of 
unusually low rainfall. The watch issued by the state DEC. A watch is the first of four levels of 
state drought advisories. There are no mandatory water use restrictions under a drought watch, 



however, local public water suppliers issue their own restrictions depending upon needs and 
conditions. The last drought watch in New York State was issued in 2002. Now there are some 
things you can do voluntarily to help conserve water including: fixing leaky faucets and fixtures 
that waste water. Raising your lawnmower’s cutting height. Taller grass needs less water. And 
adjusting automatic sprinklers to so they don’t operate when not needed.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/18/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Wineries are feeling the effects of the drought. Including the vines at the 
Cayuga Ridge Estate Winery. The grapes are a lot smaller than they should be. Co-owner Tom 
Challen says he’s had less than half an inch of rain on his property, forcing him to be a little 
creative. He cuts the roots already underground forcing them to grow even deeper. But if some 
more rain doesn’t arrive soon, bigger problems could be in store. Challen said, “Grapes are very 
deep rooted, at least they can be, and because of that, they’re bringing up ground water that’s 
very deep. You’ll see some wilting of the leaves, some desiccation of the vines, and the berries 
will stay small.” And even if vineyards see a lot of rain over the next few weeks, this year’s 
batch of grapes could be in jeopardy.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/19/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: To build a nature center has long been a dream for many close to 
Letchworth State Park. This summer it became a reality. Today, the ribbon was cut for the new 
center, the Humphrey Nature Center. The nearly 7 million dollar facility is complete with a 
butterfly garden, and is topped with solar panels. The park is teaming up with SUNY Geneseo 
and neighboring schools to maximize the new centers use. There will be programming and 
environmental education twice a day 7 days a week to introduce nature to everyone. A dozen 
more nature centers will be built at parks around the state, and all will be modeled after the 
Humphrey Nature Center at Letchworth. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/20/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The city of Rochester continues to make progress in reducing the 
production of greenhouse gasses. Mayor Lovely Warren and County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo 
made the announcement today during a joint news conference at the city’s green fueling station 
on Mount Read Boulevard. They say the reduction of harmful emissions can be attributed to the 
increased use of alternative, environmentally friendly fuels. The green fueling station powers the 
city’s green fleet which uses alternative fuels such as electricity, compressed natural gas, 
biodiesel and ethanol.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 7/26/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: The drought across our area is also affecting people living in rural areas 
who rely on well because they do not have access to municipal water. Some families say when 
their wells dry up, they can’t shower, cook or water the lawn. A well company in Penn Yan told 
News 8 they are getting 4-5 calls a day about dry wells and well problems. A local family we 
spoke with had to call the company out to their home today, after they started noticing the water 



pressure was trickling off. Some customers are clearly out of water. Their water table has 
dropped and they simply don’t have enough coming in. The company says they are expecting the 
call volume to pick up even more within the next few weeks.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/3/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Earthworks is expanding its programming and allowing more students to 
go green. 10 lucky students in the Rochester’s Center for Youth and the Allendale Columbia 
School will be heading off to Earthworks camp. The camp is a five day experience where kids 
will spend six full hours in the woods each day to learn about environmental conservation. The 
summer camp program was made possible by a $25,000 state grant.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/4/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: As the drought across Western New York continues, apple farmers say 
their crops are going to be hurt. Farmer Eric Brown of Orchard Dale Fruit Farms in Orleans 
County says the number of apples he’ll produce this year and the size, will both take a hit. He 
says they’ve had about an inch of rain this year, and for the apples to grow, they need at least 
four. But it isn’t just apples, the farmer says his corn should be about seven feet tall right now. 
But it’s currently standing at three feet tall. The drought has had a dramatic effect on lake levels. 
Many of the Finger Lakes are two feet below normal. The city of Rochester depends on Hemlock 
and Canadice lakes for its drinking water, but says it’s in good shape since the lakes were nearly 
100 percent full when the drought began.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/11/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: It’s been the driest summer on record in 75 years, and tonight there’s more 
bad news. The U.S. Drought Monitor released a new report today and it shows our entire region 
of the state is in severe drought. Lake and river water levels are down by several feet. Some farm 
crops may yield a smaller harvest. And lawns are lying dormant. The sweltering heat and 
persistent drought is causing serious damage to lawns and trees. According to RG&E, the dry 
weather likely dried out a tree in Webster which was then uprooted last week. They say it caused 
damage to major power lines. A professional tree and lawn care company we spoke to says 
homeowners should take the necessary steps to retain moisture. David Daley of Birchcrest Tree 
and Landscape said, “You should mulch almost any time a year. Usually in the spring and fall. 
When a tree is newly planted you want to use organic mulch to put around the tree.” Another tip, 
experts say the best time to tend to your yard is before the sun comes up. 
The drought conditions have brought many bodies of water in New  York to low levels which 
continue to drop. That includes Canandaigua Lake. Because of that, the city of Canandaigua has 
asked the community to voluntarily reduce water usage by avoiding things like watering lawns 
and washing cars. The city hopes this will help prevent more stringent measures.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 8/31/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: A group of RIT students have figured out a way to save their classmates 
money and keep tons of trash out of the landfill.  They are the comforts of home for college 



students at RIT, from furniture to cleaning supplies hundreds of items are up for grabs at a 
bargain price. The event is called Goodbye, Good Buy.  The giant sale happens at the beginning 
of the semester, but the work starts at the end of the school year. Evan Zachary, an 
Environmental Sustainability Student, said, "We run around with a team of about 200 volunteers. 
Gather it up, sort it, price it, test it, clean it, bed bug treat it and then we have a big sale to try to 
get as much of it back into the community as we can for really, really affordable prices." This is 
just the second year for Goodbye, Good Buy and they were able to rescue 34.7 tons of materials 
from the landfill. It isn't just about the environment, it's about helping fellow students.  Dennis 
Dhou is a second year student and was happy to find some useful, used items.  Enid Cardinal, 
RIT Senior Sustainability Coordinator said, "It's been very important to the students that this 
program is for and about students. And that the students are benefitting from it to save them 
money in the long run." Money made at the sale pays for the 7 semi-trailers it took to store all the 
items over the summer and it also pays a few students for their extraordinary effort putting this 
all together. Zachary said, "I'm more excited that we have people engage with waste in a way 
that doesn't make them sad or uncomfortable or really bum them out.  we're trying to make it 
exciting, fun and seem like the resource that it is."

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Because of the drought this summer, 26 counties in New York State are 
now eligible for emergency loads and federal assistance. Today, the state commissioner of 
agriculture and New York Farm Bureau president toured four farms to assess the damage. New 
York’s Farm Bureau president says the Finger Lakes, Southern Tier and North Country are 
feeling the hurt most. To make matters worse, there aren’t enough insurance adjusters in the state 
to give farmers an estimate on coverage. The drought also has many farmers struggling with lack 
of feed for cows. They’re having to borrow feed from across the state and Midwest. And as far as 
fruits and vegetables go experts say we can expect prices to go up.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/14/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rush Henrietta School District has received a big grant. The school 
district is getting $400,000 in state funding for a propane fueling station. The school was taking 
about 10 propane school buses to a nearby gas station to be filled up. But the gas station told the 
district that they cannot accommodate them anymore. The school started with two propane buses 
three years ago. The hope is to have the whole fleet be propane buses within ten years. Rush-
Henrietta School Superintendent Dr. Ken Graham said, “The drivers love them, a nicer, 
smoother acceleration, buses are quiet and kids aren’t raising their voices so its been the drivers 
that have been encouraging to make the transition more quickly.” The school district hopes to 
have the propane fueling station built by the fall of 2017.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 9/22/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 2:10
Detailed Description: Your energy-efficient TV might be using more energy than you think. A 
new study by an environmental group called the Natural Resources Defense Council looked at 
high-definition TV's made by a variety of manufacturers and came to the same conclusion. The 
Natural Resources Defense Council contends some manufacturers are not informing consumers 



that a simple setting-change, like increasing the brightness level, can significantly increase the 
amount of energy their TVs are using. Noah Horowitz, Senior Scientist at NRDC said, "What 
they did might not be illegal, but it's clearly bad faith. We think what's at play here, some 
manufacturers are trying to get a competitive advantage and have their TV's look more efficient 
than their competitors."  The NRDC says the Department of Energy's "TV tests" are out of date, 
because it uses a procedure that doesn't reflect real-world, higher-energy usage. And while the 
extra energy costs per household might be small, the NRDC says they add up over time.  
Horowitz said, "We all pay the price. Consumers are gonna pay an extra billion dollars in 
electricity costs over the life of their TVs. And the environment is suffering as well, because we 
have five million more tons of global warming pollution." But industry advocates contend the 
study is misleading.  Gary Shapiro, CEO, Consumer Technology Association said, "The fact is, 
that Americans don't generally change the settings that the manufacturers put on TV sets. But 
some want to, and they should have that right. Six cents a day, that's what we're talking about." 
Part of the study focused on three manufacturers in particular:  LG Electronics, Samsung, and 
Vizio. LG Electronics told CBS News it disputes the findings, saying it follows both the letter 
and the spirit of the Department of Energy's testing procedures.

Health – topics covered under this issue include advice on living a healthy lifestyle.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/5/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: It was just over a week ago that News 8 hosted a blood drive here at the 
station. And we have since learned that the American Red Cross has issued an emergency 
request because there is a significant blood shortage throughout the country. The American Red 
Cross says blood donations have fallen short, resulting in about 39,000 fewer donations than 
what is needed. A donation takes about an hour and one donation could save up to three lives. To 
find out how you can donate, you can call 1-800-Red-Cross or we have information posted on 
RochesterFirst.com.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 7/7/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:55
Detailed Description: Dr. Tom Campbell from the U of R Nutrition and Medicine program is 
back with us this morning. This morning, the somewhat unpleasant topic of constipation is at the 
top of the list. A new study finding a link between health and food transit time. What do we 
mean when we say that?
Dr. Campbell: Well realize that you have about thirty feet of digestive tract from beginning to 
end and food passes from the mouth through the stomach, the small intestine which is the 
longest, and then it gets to the large intestine at the end and that's where things can kind of slow 
down. It gets through the small intestines fairly quickly and so a recent study found that the 
longer it takes for food to get through that, through the whole tract, particularly the large 
intestine, and the worse things seem to be. Bacteria changes and some of their product seems to 
change in a negative way.
Mark: So are we just trying to avoid constipation, is that sort of the gist of this then?
Tom: Generally yeah. Constipation is a bit hard to define right. I mean you first want to ask what 
is constipation and that's, gosh, less than three bowel movements a week, and it's pretty common 
actually, it's pretty common about fifteen percent of Americans suffer from constipation and so 



this is really actually a major public health problem, it's an individual problem and sometimes it's 
linked to some pretty serious disease and so it's worth talking to your doctor about but things like 
neurologic disease, masses, obstruction, you know that type of thing. A lot of times it's just 
related to our poor diet and lifestyle. 
Mark: Okay so obviously the prevailing question this morning is what do we do?
Tom: Well most people know about fiber, they don't really know that we're very fiber deficient. 
We probably get maybe about fifty percent of our fiber recommended intakes throughout the 
day. So more fruits, vegetables, whole grains, beans, you know that is central, that is absolutely 
crucial. There is two specific tips that is like to give people and that is fresh fruit, whole fruit, not 
juices, but fresh whole fruit are particularly good. Aim for one with every meal, aim for them as 
snacks. And the other is this five to one rule, so if you're buying a cereal product, look at the 
number of carbohydrates and look at the grams of fiber, and you should have no more than five 
grams of carbohydrate for every one gram of fiber. So follow those rules and you'll help yourself 
out. 
Mark: And this prescription is not just for when you experience constipation, but at all times.
Tom: Yeah, that's good long term health. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/13/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Helping seniors stay healthy. Assembly Majority Leader Joseph Morelle 
hosted his annual health and wellness fair in Rochester today. There were folks from Monroe 
County Office for the Aging, Lifespan and from plenty of other organizations. All to help seniors 
maintain good health and save money too. The fair offered blood pressure testing and free 
hearing screening vouchers. We asked Morelle why he holds this annual fair. He said, “We know 
that wellness and taking power back over your own healthcare information about screenings is 
important because the earlier you get ahead is the  more successful in overcoming it.” The Health 
and Wellness Fair has been going on for more than 20 years.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 7/14/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:15
Detailed Description: Dr. Marlon Mitchell from Highland Family Medicine is here to discuss an 
important subject- Advance Care Planning. I've heard a few things about Advance Care 
Planning. What is it? Advance care planning is a process of planning for future medical care in 
case you are unable to speak for yourself. It is more than a single conversation since it involves 
exploring and documenting your values and goals over time. It is important and everyone should 
do it. Why is Advance Care Planning important? Advance care planning decreases uncertainty 
and allows you to maintain control about how you're treated if you're ill. It's a gift.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/21/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Right now, New York has the third longest list of people waiting for organ 
transplants. But it ranks near the bottom in organ donation registration. Thanks to new legislation 
and a revamped registry, signing up to be a donor should be easier than ever. Right now, most 
donors sign up when they register to vote, or get a driver’s license. And the information is 
forwarded to the state’s organ donation registry. In all other cases, you have to print out the form, 
and mail it in. But next year, the state health department will launch changes to the registry, so 



that New Yorkers can sign up on electronically. Changes are also coming up the state’s health 
insurance exchange. Under a new law, signed by the governor in May, the millions of people 
who enroll every year for health coverage, will be asked if they want to register to be a donor. 
There are currently 10,000 New Yorkers waiting for available organs or tissue. Since some will 
die waiting, organ procurement groups have stepped up their public awareness campaigns. 
Channel 8 began airing one ad last year, in an effort to get more people to donate. State 
lawmakers are stepping up too. They voted to extend Lauren’s Law, which requires people who 
sign up for a driver’s license to check yes or no on the section about organ donation. And they 
approved a bill to allow 16 or 17 year olds to enroll in the registry. Right now, New York is one 
of only four states that require donors to be 18 or older. Both these bills are awaiting the 
governor’s signature. But expert say if you want to donate your organs, don’t wait for all these 
changes to take place. The thousands of patients who need a transplant, depend on action now.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:40
Detailed Description: Some of those games that you play on your phone or in the paper, they 
may act as medicine for some dementia patients and their caregivers. That’s what local 
researchers are trying to prove. URMC Professor Kathi Heffner and her colleague Vanke Lin are 
conducting research to try and prove games can make the brain function differently. For 
caregivers, they’re learning if the caregivers can improve their cognition, they might be able to 
better adapt to stress. For Alzheimer’s patients, they’re hoping reworking the brain might combat 
neurodegeneration. Lin said, “Our ultimate goal is maintain the cognitive and neurological 
function of these patients and to keep them in a home independently as long as possible.” While 
proving games and video education do, in fact, help, the two are also comparing games, like 
crosswords, to figure out which ones work best.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 7/28/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:40
Detailed Description: Doctor Colleen Fogerty from Highland Family Medicine is back with us. 
Today we're talking about protecting ourselves from mosquito and tick bites. It's certainly a 
common theme in the summertime. You think about the Zika Virus, you think about Dengue 
fever and Chikungunya. They're all viruses transmitted by mosquitos. Lyme Disease is 
transmitted by ticks. How do we protect ourselves, doctor? It's really important to pay attention 
to skin protection, and there are several important methods. The most important is using 
protective clothing and protective insect repellents. Clothing would include covering exposed 
skin, so wearing long-sleeved shirts and long pants. If you're out in the woods, definitely tuck 
your pants into your socks and wear long socks, so any ticks or ground-dwelling inspects can't 
access the skin. Right, you really want to limit the skin exposure in those settings. You say, "use 
E-P-A-approved insect repellent." Tell us about that. That's right. The Environmental Protection 
Agency has a list of approved insect repellent products that are found to be effective. There are 
several choices in this category, DEET being the one that most people have commonly heard of. 
There has been some concerns about that that people have, but actually this agent has been found 
to be safe to use in everyone over two months of age, including pregnant and breastfeeding 
women. With these insect repellents, you want to apply them on any exposed skin. It's not wise 
to put them on skin that's going to be underneath clothing. Definitely avoid mucus membranes, 
so nothing in the eyes, near the eyes or in the mouth. If you're apply them on a child, it's best to 



put it on the adult's hand and then apply it on with your own hand, rather than spray something 
that can't be controlled. The other important thing to remember about insect repellents is you 
should put them on after you put on your sunscreen. The Environmental Protection Agency has 
piloted and will be implementing a new graphic that will be appearing on some packages that are 
approved by manufacturers for use. It'll provide information about what insects are repelled, so 
whether it's a tick, or a mosquito or others. It also has the duration of action of the insect 
repellent and how to apply properly, so look out for that on packaging coming up soon.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/1/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new Journal of the American Medical Association study found kids’ 
concussion symptoms can suddenly worsen following activity. Researchers found that if a child 
has suffered from a concussion, symptoms may not always be present right away. They say when 
the child goes back to school and begins to use their brain more, that’s when the symptoms may 
become more pronounced. Local doctor, Dr. Catherine Rizzone, had this recommendation for 
parents, “What I really encourage parents to do is to get into contact with their child’s school 
because often times there are procedures in place to get a child back to school slowly to not 
overwork their brain especially if they have had a concussion recently.” Concussion symptoms 
can include headaches, dizziness, irritability, fatigue, and nausea.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/2/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A dentist office on wheels, is rolling into town. It’s called the “Smile-
mobile.” The University of Rochester Medical Center unveiled its fourth one this morning. We 
got a look inside. The other three Smile-mobiles focus on bringing dental care to children in 
need. The new one is specially made for adults with special needs, and senior citizens. It will 
also serve as a teaching tool. Dr. Eli Eliav said, “What this unit will allow us is to continue to 
train more dentists to understand the needs of patients with special needs, to feel comfortable 
treating patients with special needs and do it in the highest level of care we can provide.” The 
Smile-mobile can travel to communities as far away as Watertown. The U of R Medical Center 
also announced it will have a new dentist training center in the Sibley Building.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 8/4/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:40
Detailed Description: Doctor Tom Campbell from the University of Rochester Nutrition in 
Medicine Program. There's a new study out this week, and we actually touched on it Monday in 
our Health Watch, about diet and the risk of death. What was the finding? Well, basically this 
was from two very large cohorts; about a hundred and thirty thousand people out of some 
Harvard research studies. What they found -- they tracked diets over decades -- and what they 
found is the people who are consuming the most animal protein, especially in place of plant 
protein, had a higher risk of death during the study. This was particularly true for people who 
had other unhealthy lifestyle factors, like smoking, physical inactivity and that type of thing. I 
don't think you can say protein is bad. Protein is essential, but just realize that we over-consume 
meat, dairy, eggs and animal protein way too much in this country. We need more fruits, 
vegetables and whole grains. If you get your protein from those things -- and all those things 
have protein -- you're going to do a lot better for yourself and your health. And people always 



wonder, "how do I do this?" We have a program coming up August 13th here in Rochester. It's 
part of the University of Rochester, where people get all of their food supplies to them for two 
weeks, with ten hours of education -- lab work before and after -- and people can see pretty 
dramatic results in just two weeks, in terms of cholesterol and weight changes, so take a look at 
our website. It's urnutritioninmedicine.com.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/8/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A new rule’s in effect tonight that could have an impact on small business, 
and the health and safety of kids and teens. From now on, e-cigarettes will be regulated just like 
regular cigarettes. And that includes a ban on sales to minors. Local stores are already 
complying. New FDA regulations are prohibiting sales to minors, but also making it tough for 
vape shops to inform potential customers. One local vape shop posted signs saying their staff 
could no longer assemble equipment, discuss health questions, or compare products. A new 
study conducted by the University of Rochester aimed to find out why young people are using 
these products in the first place. Dr. Yule Lee says vaping and e-cig use is attractive because it’s 
cheap, and with different flavors, kids enjoy trying new things. Those she adds, these products 
are quite dangerous. There needs to be more research with these products and their effects on 
health. New York State previously had a ban on e-cig and vape products being sold to minors. 
Bu the FDA says retailers caught selling to people under 18 will get a warning, and if it happens 
a second time there will be fines.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/10/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The University of Rochester Medical Center, gets a 19 million dollar grant 
to speed up medical advances to patients. The grant is from the National Institutes of Health. It 
will benefit all kinds of patients, including those with cancer and with AIDS. The funding is for 
the URMC’s Clinical and Translational Research. Meaning, it will help doctors do more 
collaborative research and outreach into the community. CTSI Co-director Karl Kieburtz, said, 
“We also teach them how to work in groups because most researchers are used to working alone, 
we are focused working in teams to solve complex problems that can be anyone from working in 
labs on the bench to physicians seeing people in the community including primary care 
practitioners.” The URMC is the first of 12 medical centers to get this grant.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 8/11/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Discovering the love of running.  It's the goal of the "Innovative Edge" 
sports summer cross country running series. Most runners will tell you running involves more 
than your feet, it's a sport and a hobby that usually starts in the heart.  And in many cases, runs in 
the family. Throughout the month of August, this summer cross country running series gives kids 
a chance to give running a try. Race Director  Colleen Magnussen said, "My main goal is to get 
people out here having fun running.  Running should be something people enjoy.  And I like to 
get more people involved.  And I just really enjoying getting a lot of kids out here.  And 
watching them smile at the end when they have their popsicle." There are all sorts of races for all 
ages including a 50-meter dash, quarter-mile, half mile and one mile run.  They all take place at 
Rochester's Cobb's Hill Park. Whether competitively, or just for fun, the goal here is to just enjoy 



the run. More races will be held Wednesday, August 24th and august 31st.  They begin at 6 and 
6:30pm.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 8/12/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:20
Detailed Description: I am pleased to welcome Doctor Christine Blonski, who is the Medical 
Director of the Rochester Regional Health Concussion Program. So, concussions, as we think 
about kids going back to school, taking physicals and getting ready for sports activities here in 
the fall, it's certainly something that's top-of-mind for parents as they get ready for that process 
and things like football start ramping up. I want to ask you just about concussions in general, 
because it seems like we're hearing a lot more about concussions these days. I think that 
concussions historically are really under-recognized, and our program is about developing 
awareness. It's much more common than you realize. A concussion happens once every fifteen 
seconds across the world. I think that's really important to understand so that you can get proper 
treatment, so that you don't have long-term problems. We've developed a program through 
Rochester Regional Health where we have put together a team of providers-- all experts in the 
treatment of concussions from various backgrounds and specialties. We have neurology, 
neurosurgery, people from sports medicine, physical medicine, rehabilitation, vestibular therapy 
specialists and neuropsychologists. Concussions can happen from bumping your head against the 
cabinet or a car accident is a very common way. Falling out of a tree with kids playing; it doesn't 
have to be a sport per say. The number for the Concussion Program for Rochester Regional - 
(585) 922-1212. There's lost more online as well at rochesterregional.org.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New York State has the lowest number of registered organ donors in the 
country, but a new law could help change that. Today Governor Cuomo signed a bill that allows 
16 and 17 year olds to sign up to be organ donors. Parents will be able to reverse their child’s 
decision if their child passes away before the age of 18. The move is expected to add thousands 
of potential organ, eye and tissue donors to the state registry. Nancy Ryan of the Finger Lakes 
Donor Recovery Network said, “We think it’s a great opportunity for families to have a 
discussion at home about organ, eye and tissue donation.” If you’d like to learn more about organ 
donation, including how to sign up, check out the special section on our website called Pass Life 
On.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Eighteen months after the Compassionate Care Act was signed into law by 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, patients began receiving medical marijuana. Across the state, 
thousands of people are being prescribed medical marijuana, by hundreds of doctors. Most of 
them are downstate. According to the State Department of Health there are more than 650 
practitioners and nearly 7000 patients in New York with active certifications. At the time of the 
study, there were 24 doctors that could prescribe the medicine and 99 patients taking it in 
Monroe County. The Health Department’s study shows 34% of these patients suffer from 
neuropathies. 24 percent have cancer and most of the patients in the program are between ages 
51 and 60. But the Health Department admits, access to the drug remains a problem. For the past 



year, News 8 has shared stories of local patients who’ve had trouble finding a doctor to prescribe 
medical marijuana. And trouble finding the right kids of the medicine. The Department of Health 
is recommending that medical marijuana be made more accessible to healthcare facilities and 
schools. It wants to add more brands of the drug. Allow nurse practitioners to certify patients for 
treatment. And have the ability for home delivery. All of this, with the goal of expanding the 
program to keep up with demand. As for surrounding counties, the report shows 16 patients are 
prescribed medical marijuana in Ontario County and six patients in Livingston County. But none 
of the counties bordering Monroe County have doctors that can prescribe the medicine. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: It’s never too early to prepare for cold and flu season. But if you’re lining 
up for the flu vaccine, the CDC says you should skip the nasal spray, and get the shot instead. 
The CDC says the nasal spray isn’t as effective. Researchers at the  U of R say the spray was 
working when it came out in 2003. And they’re looking into what changed. While the spray 
vaccine is not recommended, it’s still licensed, so if you want to get it you can.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: Vaccines to fight off meningitis are now on back to school lists in New 
York state. Meningitis is a disease that can strike healthy young people without warning. And 
now, under a new state mandate, the vaccination to prevent it is required. According to the New 
York State Department of Health, all public and private school students entering 7th and 12th 
grades have to be vaccinated for meningitis, against types A C W and Y, otherwise they cannot 
attend school.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/24/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: They’re used in life-or-death situations. Epi-pens, spring-loaded syringes 
containing epinephrine, can reverse severe allergic reactions. There’s only one manufacturer, 
Mylan, and its price has inflated by 500 percent from what it was just seven years ago.  It’s now 
affecting both patients and those that care for them. U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar is now calling 
on the Federal Trade Commission to investigate whether Mylan has violated anti-trust laws. 
Meanwhile, ambulance agencies across New York State have fought to avoid these costs by 
finding new ways to deliver the same medicine. EMT’s have been trained to use “check and 
inject” kits. Monroe Ambulance EMT Jon Leroy said, “We can take the traditional syringe and 
needle, draw it up and administer it the exact same way as an Epi-pen would be at a much lower 
cost.” Leroy says this new method is no different for the patient than using an Epi-pen. In 
addition to Monroe Ambulance, several other local agencies like AMR and Henrietta Ambulance 
have transitioned to the new check and inject kits for their patients as well.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 8/25/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:40
Detailed Description: Doctor Nabila Ahmed-Sarwar from Highland Family Medicine is back 
with us. It's "back to school" time of year. Kids will be heading back to school and many with 
medications. That's our focus this morning; the role of parents. How can they help with safe 



medication use? There's a lot of things parents can do. First and foremost, providing the nurse, 
teacher and administration at the school a list of the medications that your child is on, which 
includes not only the name [of the medication] but the name of who prescribed it, and even the 
phone number of the doctor who prescribed it. Additionally, one thing I think we can do as 
parents is communicate the health care needs of our children with the nurse and classroom 
teacher so they're aware how to care for your child when they are at school for long periods of 
time throughout the day. I think a couple of things they can do is work with their pharmacy to get 
extra quantities or extra labeled bottles that have vital information, like the name of the medicine 
and the name of doctor on it, and how the child is using it. Provide that to the school. Sometimes 
our children need medication, like antibiotics, that may not be long-term. It may be for a week or 
ten days. Take that medication yourself to hand deliver it to make sure it doesn't get misplaced, 
lost or even safeguard other children from it to prevent it from ending up in the wrong hands. 
You say, "have a plan," and not just have a plan, but "practice it" as well, right? That's 
important? Absolutely. Just as we practice fire drills, working with the classroom teachers and 
the nurse at school, ask them to kind of run through it. Run through it with your child at home 
and ask them to run through it like a drill at school. So severe allergies or medical conditions that 
require emergency medicines, such as Asthma and inhalers, can be treated in a timely matter.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/26/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: An interesting role-reversal exercise for first year medical students at the 
University of Rochester today. The medical students became the patients. And members of the 
local deaf community became the doctors. It’s called the Deaf Strong Hospital and it is a 
requirement to graduate. There is no talking allowed. The hope is for med students to understand 
and overcome communication problems that can occur every day with patients. Kelly Matthews 
of the Nation Center for Deaf Health Research said, “Sign language is the standard and writing is 
a backup, we have interpreters for a few situations but not all and in the real world, interpreters 
are not always there and want this reflect a real life experience.” At the end of this annual event, 
students are broken into groups and talk about the experience.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/29/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The University of Rochester has come up with a much cheaper alternative 
to Epi Pens for EMS agencies all across the state. The program is called Check and Inject, and it 
provides kits and training to first responders on how to administer epinephrine from a syringe, 
instead of using an automated Epi Pen. All ambulances are required to have a way of providing 
epinephrine, but a tow pack of Epi Pens cost 900 dollars. Through the Check and Inject program, 
its 85 dollars, meaning these agencies could save thousands annually. Paramedics at Strong told 
us that if it weren’t for this program, some smaller EMS agencies had said they’d be forced to 
close their doors because of the high cost of the name brand Epi Pen.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: With the start of school just days away, many of  you have taken your kids 
to get vaccinated against a host of diseases. But New York allows for both medical and non-
medical exceptions. Local doctors warn that too many non-medical exemptions can, in their 



words, harm community immunity. But we learned today, the vaccination numbers are going 
down rather than up.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Senator Chuck Schumer was in Rochester today to talk about legislation 
he’s pushing, which could protect firefighters from cancer causing chemicals in burning 
buildings. According to Schumer, when a firefighter is diagnosed with cancer, with the 
firefighter’s permission, information about their cancer would go to a national registry. Schumer 
says the goal would be to see if there is a pattern of cancer happening among firefighters. They 
would use the results to establish safety protocols on how to better protect firefighters. Senator 
Schumer says he feels there’s a good chance of passing the legislation by September. His goal is 
to get it working by January first.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/1/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Doctor Matt Devine the Associate Medical Director at Highland Family 
Medicine and Accountable Health Partners is talking about stomach medications today. At the 
turn of the century there was a new class of medications called Proton Pump Inhibitors, and 
those medications are really what we're talking about today they've become quite popular, I'm 
sure you've seen commercials for Prylosec or the purple pill Nexium, these are the medications 
we're referring to. People that have heartburn symptoms, they could be people that have ulcers in 
the past and that's actually a much more significant problem that you'd be on them for, but what 
we find is that people end up being on them for a longer period of time than they're really 
supposed to be on them. They're kind of marketed to be used for about 4 to 8 weeks, the 
difficulty is if you take it away without kind of weaning off of the medication, you get this 
rebound hyper secretion that happens in your belly which basically means that acid that's being 
suppressed is just kind of un-roofed and it kind of causes significant rebound symptoms in 
people and they say "hold on, I need to be back on this medication." The side effects that we're 
talking about are the long term concerns are some kidney disease, there could be chances of 
infection, there's other kind of ongoing things going on like magnesium levels that could be out 
there and that's not just taking a magnesium pill to replace it, you actually have to be off the 
medication for that to kind of come back to normal. I think that if you are on any of these 
medications, then the best thing is to kind of touch base with your physician or medical team and 
kind of work out a way to kind of wean off of them.  There are some other kinds of classes of 
medications like histamine blockers, there's things like Tums, there's things like Prevacide or 
Reglan that you can kind of take in the meantime so there are lots of ways you can get on 
medications that can cover some of those rebound symptoms that we were talking about so that 
ultimately you can be off of those medications.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/1/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The University of Rochester has announced has announced that they will 
be smoke free by July of next year. All university and campuses and locations will be tobacco 
free both inside and outside of buildings. This includes cigarettes, cigars, e-cigarettes and vape 
pens. The university will offer free tobacco cessation programs for university members. There 



will be a small number of outdoor smoking shelters installed on the River campus. Here’s what 
students think. “I think it should be an individual’s choice to stop something that’s harmful to 
them.” “If you are required to live on campus the first two years and if I hate the smell of smoke 
like a lot of people do, I would not want to be required to live somewhere where there’s always 
smoke.” The U of R Medical Center has been smoke free indoors, and outdoors since 2006.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/1/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: The Rochester Institute of Technology is receiving a major grant to help 
combat the problem of drug-resistant bacteria. Microbiologists at RIT have known about the 
dangers antibiotic resistant diseases for years. They say the drugs have been over prescribed and 
over used, leading to resistant bacterial strains like CRE. Today Congresswoman Louise 
Slaughter, who is a microbiologist herself, announced that the National Institute of Federal 
Medical Sciences has awarded more than $430,000 to RIT with the hope of developing 
medicines that can defeat these dangerous super bugs.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 9/8/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:35
Detailed Description: It is back to school and one of the things we talk about with back to school 
is lunches and the importance of that midday meal.  Dr. Colleen Fogarty and her daughter Rita 
are with us this morning. let's talk about some of the important ingredients of that lunch for kids 
when they head off to school. Dr. Fogarty:  You want to think about a good balance, foods that 
contain protein, also fruits and vegetables and some kind of carbohydrate or starch like whole 
wheat bread. Rita you've got your lunch bag with you, what appeals to you in a lunch? Rita: 
Well, definitely as my Mom said some vegetables, sometimes I like to have a box of carrot sticks 
or some celery, and also a whole fruit you could have an apple or an orange or a pear, something 
that's easily contained in your lunch and doesn't move around, and also as the main part of your 
meal, a sandwich or something like that is perfect because you can have some protein on it, some 
starch in your bread and some lettuce or tomato as a vegetable. We talk about the lunches and the 
importance of putting them together.  It's something you can do together with a child and that's 
something parents should be thinking about as well, right? Dr. Fogarty:  That's right!  It's a great 
idea to try to plan on the weekend, whether it's taking your child to the grocery store and helping 
them choose the kinds of foods that they would be happy to eat, as well as the night before, 
making sure the lunch box is laid out and ready.  The child can help make their own sandwich, 
depending upon their age, and middle schoolers and beyond can put the whole thing together if 
they've got a healthy selection of foods to choose from.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 9/9/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: If you’re feeling stuffy, sneezy and just downright foggy, you may be 
suffering from fall allergies, ragweed in particular. This year’s exceptionally hot summer is 
probably not helping the situation. Allergist Dr. Anitha Shrikhande said, “It definitely helps if 
you can start mediations prior to the pollination. Using things like nasal steroids, is probably the 
most helpful and antihistamines as well.”



Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 9/15/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:05
Detailed Description: Dr. Jeff Harp from Highland Family Medicine is back with us to talk about  
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. ADHD is basically a problem that people have with 
either paying attention to what's going on around them or perhaps being more active than is 
helpful for them to be, so it's a developmental disorder of the brain that results in those kinds of 
behaviors. Are there different types or levels of ADHD? That's a complicated question.  There's 
really, as we were talking about, a spectrum of disease, but one group tends to be the ones who 
don't pay attention, so that would be a child just kind of sitting there not misbehaving but not 
really absorbing what's going on.  The other end of the spectrum is a child who is jumping all 
over the place and you can tell obviously isn't paying attention to what's going on and then 
there's the people who have both - who both aren't paying attention and are jumping all over the 
place.  Much of ADHD is diagnosed in young children who tend to be kind of jumpy anyway, so 
sometimes it's hard to figure out exactly what's going on with a younger child. And what about 
the causes?  Do we have a sense of what brings this on? We have some speculation, but we don't 
know for sure.  We know there's a genetic component, so parents who have ADHD, their 
children are more likely to have ADHD than other children, but there's probably a lot of other 
things like factors that occur during pregnancy, exposure to various chemicals during pregnancy 
including alcohol, perhaps being born early or having a low birth weight might have something 
to do with it.  We don't really know how those thing cause ADHD problems, we just know 
there's an association right now, so there's a lot we have to learn. If I suspect my child may have 
ADHD, what's the course of action? The course of action is really to go to see one's primary care 
clinician and talk it over.  The other thing for a school aged child is to talk it over with the 
teacher because the teacher might say, no everything's fine, this is something that probably you 
need to deal with at home, but in school everything's going okay, but if the teacher and you agree 
that there's a problem, talk to your primary care clinician and start to make a plan to assess and 
figure out what's going on.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/20/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A second chance at life for a Rochester father, thanks to the expert 
surgeons at UR Medicine. 48-year-old Stephen Waite Junior is recovering at Strong Memorial 
Hospital after getting a heart transplant. It was the 200th heart transplant for cardiac surgeons 
there. It took place a few weeks ago. Waite tells us how he is feeling. He said, “I feel like a new 
man. I got a second chance at life and I want to thank all these wonderful people for helping me 
out.” Waite is expected to go home in a few days. We wish him well during his recovery. To 
learn how to become an organ donor, go to RochesterFirst.com

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new facility to treat heroin addiction is opening up in Brighton. It’s 
called “Strong Recovery” and is located on West Henrietta Road. The center used to be located 
inside Strong Hospital and was able to accommodate 600 patients. Now they can have up to 
1,000 people enrolled in their program. Strong Recovery is made up of two clinics: a chemical 
dependency program and an opioid treatment program. Patrick Seche, the director of this facility, 
says the heroin epidemic is growing so fast, waiting for treatment could be a matter of life or 



death for addicts. Seche said, “We will be working towards having open immediate access 
towards our services. We can see people within the same day and the same week they contact us 
looking for services.” Strong Recovery is an in-patient facility and will be open from 6:30am 
until 6:30pm in the evening. Methadone treatments will start there tomorrow and all services will 
be available Monday.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 3:30
Detailed Description: Doctor Mark Mirabelli from Highland Family Medicine is back with us 
this morning. We are talking about concussions. September is National Traumatic Brain Injury 
Month. Traumatic brain injury is a very broad category of disease. It involves anybody who has 
an injury to the brain that results in long-term problems. Concussions are the most common 
cause of traumatic brain injuries. Over the last decade, people have become more and more 
aware of how serious concussions -- particularly sports concussions -- are. We want to continue 
to raise awareness so people can get treatment when they need it. Soccer and football are two of 
the highest-risk sports there are for traumatic brain injury and concussions. Particularly for 
athletes involved in those sports, but really any sports where there's a risk of contact -- which is 
essentially all of them -- we want parents, coaches and athletes to be aware of the signs and 
symptoms of concussions. The most common symptom that people will get when they have a 
concussion is a headache, but there's lots of other types of symptoms that people will have as 
well. Typically problems focusing, visual issues, confusion, some people feel dizzy and some 
people feel nauseous. These things will happen shortly after being hit in the head or having a 
major impact that shakes your head. If somebody has those types of symptoms and has been 
involved in a collision, we want the athlete themselves, their friends, their co-athletes, their 
coaches and referees to be aware of those symptoms and get that athlete the help they need. 
Properly fitted equipment is an important part of preventing concussions. We know that there's 
no perfect way to prevent a concussion, but by wearing your helmet properly -- by playing the 
game smart and not putting your head in a risky situation -- we hope that we can reduce the risk 
of concussions. For the short-term concussion type symptoms, that person my continue to 
complain of headaches for days or weeks after the injury. They may also have problems in class, 
a hard time focusing, unable to concentrate, unable to pay attention or do simple arithmetic. It's 
important initially, on the day of the injury, that person may need to be seen in the Emergency 
Room. If they are very confused? If they're losing consciousness? If they're vomiting? Those are 
all signs of very serious traumatic brain injury. In some cases in can be life-threatening. That 
person needs to get to an Emergency Room, and in Rochester our local trauma center is at 
Strong. In the days and weeks following a concussion, we would certainly -- especially in the 
first few days -- like the person to come and initially be seen by the primary care physician and 
then potentially by a concussion specialist after that, if needed.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/30/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: News 8 hosted an American Red Cross blood drive at the station. The 
Bloodmobile is parked from 11am-6:30pm collecting donations. The American Red Cross is 
always in need of donations.



Military/Veteran Services - topics covered under this issue include: programs and services 
available to local veterans and honoring local veterans.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 7/1/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A big change for current service members. The Pentagon ended one of the 
last bans on service: for transgender people. Defense Secretary Ash Carter says the policy 
change will ensure the military can get the best talent, and treat them equally. House Armed 
Services Committee Chairman Mac Thornberry says the administration is putting politics over 
policy. He released a statement saying: "We will also be looking at legislative options to address 
the readiness issues associated with this new policy." Meanwhile, members of the local LGBT 
community are praising the change. Rowan Collins, the education coordinator for The Gay 
Alliance of Genesee Valley said, "For a lot of folks it's a long time coming. The conversations 
have been happening for years. I know there's been a large contingency within the LGBT 
community, and their allies, who have been pushing and working with the Pentagon, branches of 
the military, for 5-6 years on this." The policy changes will be phased in over the next year. 
Then, transgender people will be able to enlist.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: For veterans, those booms, crackles and bangs in the sky on the fourth of 
July can make the night anything but a holiday. Daniel Howard Mullin served in the army from 
1976-1978. He was injured and was told by doctors to stay away from loud noises, like 
fireworks. The Department of Veterans Affairs says the loud noises can also trigger PTSD 
symptoms, their statistics show nearly 30 percent of the men and women who have spent time in 
war zones will experience PTSD. But the Stars and Stripes flag store on South Avenue, who 
worked with 800 new vets just last year, says there’s something you can do to help veterans 
avoid that this year. Stick to fireworks that the town and the city are putting on so that people can 
avoid if they need to. Store manager Alyssa Farruggia also says try putting a sign in your yard if 
you or a loved one are veterans, warning people that the fireworks might do a lot of harm.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 7/6/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: A local World War Two veteran is set to receive a very high military honor 
from the country of Luxembourg. Richard Brookins, also known as the American St. Nicolas is a 
legend in that country for an act of kindness dating back to 1944. He was a GI in the Army and 
in a town called Wiltz, Luxembourg. The town had just been liberated from Germany. Brookins 
said, “Happy to be liberated but they were very unhappy because St. Nicolas Day was coming 
and they had nothing for their children and they hadn’t had for four and a half years.” St. Nicolas 
Day was similar to Christmas. Kids were given candy and treats. So the Army unit stationed 
there decided to bring the holiday back. The GI’s donated the candy and gum they were given in 
care packages. Brookins was asked to dress up as St. Nicolas. There was a parade and children in 
the town put on shows. Just ten days after that celebration, the Battle of the Bulge happened. The 
town was 80 percent destroyed. Brookins unit was sent back to France. Shortly after, he returned 
home to Rochester and started his family. Then in 1977 he got a letter from Luxembourg and 
learned the tradition he and his unit started, was still going on. Brookins said, “That’s when I 



found out that they had been doing this every year since 1949 when the town had been put back 
together again.” And each year, someone was appointed to play a very special role. Brookins 
said, “They appointed a person from town to be the American St. Nick every year.” He went 
back to reprise his role that year and has visited a few other times since. He has told his story 
hundreds of times and later this week is being honored with Luxembourg’s highest military 
honor. Brookins doesn’t like all the attention, but he does it to honor his fellow GI’s. At 94 years 
old, he is the only one from the group left. The military medal of Luxembourg is that country’s 
highest military honor. Other recipients include Winston Churchill and Dwight Eisenhower.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 7/27/16
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: 2:45
Detailed Description: The Veteran's Outreach Center "Pound the Ground" in coming up on 
Wednesday August 3rd. It's going to be in the evening this year at 6 o'clock. Executive Director 
Todd Baxter said this year's event, has changed just a bit. First it is on a weeknight, trying to free 
up everybody's weekends in the middle of the summer. Food trucks and bands will be out there. 
There's a walking event, a family friendly walking event. There's going to be military units 
running out there in cadence, so they'll be out there slower pace, so you can stay with those guys 
and gals if you want to, or you can go out and go for your personal record. This is all about 
fundraising for the Veterans Outreach Center. This is how we keep the lights on, and pay for the 
food, and all of the other services that we provide to veterans, over 1,00 veterans a year. So, 
going onto our website, vocroc.org, you can participate by signing up, or you can participate by 
getting into one of the challenges to help raise funds on a crowd funding page. We have to raise 
about a half million dollars a year to do what we do for the veterans in the community, and we've 
got great funders out there that support us all of the time, but these special events are one way 
that we do it. Plus, it's an outreach event, and we get the word out. Hopefully we can raise some 
money, and get the word out about who we are and what we do for the veterans that are returning 
to our community.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/31/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Post 468 in Greece put on a music festival to help raise funds for Honor 
Flight Rochester, and it was Brass-tracular. The event was able to connect a number of 
Rochester’s drum corps, brass and jazz musicians to some amazing veterans. Our very own 
Maureen McGuire even emceed the event. It was a good chance for some of the younger 
generation of musicians to give back to some deserving veterans. The group has been organizing 
these fundraisers for six or seven years and has been able to help over a hundred veterans take an 
Honor Flight to our nation’s capital.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The latest controversy in the campaign for the White House is putting Gold 
Star families in the spotlight tonight. But few are comfortable with the fallout. Just two months 
ago, Rochester dedicated a monument to the families of fallen members of the military. A 
monument at White Haven cemetery is one of just six in the country, and the only one in New 
York State. Among those it honors are the parents of Private First Class Jason Hasenauer of 
Hilton, who died in the war in Afghanistan. In an attempt to paint Donald Trump as unqualified, 



the parents of fallen U.S. Army Captain Humayun Khan took the stage at the Democratic 
National Convention. They spoke out against Tump’s policies, particularly his proposed ban on 
Muslims entering the United States. In response, Trump implied Khan’s mother, Ghazala, was 
not allowed to speak during her husband Khizr’s address. Many saw him making a religious dig. 
Twenty-three Gold Star families have since written an open letter to Trump demanding an 
apology to all Gold Star families saying, “When you question a mother’s pain, by implying that 
her religion, not her grief, kept her from addressing an arena of people, you are attacking us.” 
We spoke with a local Gold Star family member, Dan Hasenauer, whose son Jason was killed in 
the line of duty at age 21 in 2005. Although he hasn’t followed this news closely and didn’t react 
to specific comments, Hasenauer did say Gold Star families shouldn’t be immune from criticism. 
He said, “They’re kind of opening themselves up for it. Not that they should speak for all Gold 
Star families, but for themselves. If they’re doing it for themselves, than they open themselves up 
to criticism.” One thing no one we spoke with is arguing is that we’re all indebted to those 
who’ve made the ultimate sacrifice, whether they be Captain Khan or Private First Class Jason 
Hasenauer.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/20/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: Post 468 in Greece held their 5th annual Wounded Warrior benefit concert. 
Three local organizations join together to honor five veterans. It’s all designed so that the 
veterans are shown the love and support of the community, and sometimes attendees can be 
inspired to do more. All of the money raised at the event went to those five guests of honor.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/28/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: A local group put together care packages for soldiers serving overseas. The 
packages consist of everything from sunscreen to snacks, candy, playing cards and Frisbees. The 
goodies go to soldiers in Afghanistan, Germany and Korea. 175 of these care packages were 
assembled today at the home of Lauren Coe -- who created "One Soldier At A Time." We asked 
her -- why she does it. "We figure there are so many things that they don't have that they need 
and I'm so excited that we've got all these great ladies here and companies represented that 
wanted to stand in the gap and help our military out." Donations for the care packages came from 
Suzanne Daly of Financial Partners of Upstate New York, GMR Associates and many others.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/31/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: A World War Two veteran honored posthumously for his service -- right 
here in Rochester. Congresswoman Louise Slaughter presented the widow and daughter Of 
Lieutenant George Bluhm with the eight service medals he earned but never received as a World 
War Two bomber pilot. His daughter Thelma Joy tells us what this means to her family. "We're 
very, very proud, just so proud for what he had done all those years and how he was and we just 
think this is wonderful.” The medals Bluhm earned include a Silver Star -- Distinguished Flying 
Cross -- and the Purple Heart.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/31/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: A tribute to all veterans and first responders, leading up to 9/11. The Field 
of Honor opened this morning. Hundreds of flags lined the lawn of the Mercy Center, near 
Mercy High School, on Blossom Road in Brighton. During the opening ceremony, the 
community given a challenge. American Red Cross volunteer Sarah Perkins said, “Making a 
difference in someone else’s life is gratifying. It doesn’t have to be as grand as joining the 
military or law enforcement or serving in a humanitarian organization. It can be as simple as 
sharing a smile.” The Field of Honor is open for tours from ten to five each day. But it will be 
illuminated, and volunteers will keep watch, from dusk until dawn until September 11th.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Rochester is home to one of the largest Vietnam War memorials in the 
country. Today a ceremony took place to commemorate the memorial’s 20th anniversary. The 
event honored those who served our country. A reading of the names of 280 local men and 
women who died in the Vietnam War took place. But for some, visiting the memorial simply 
gives them a time to reflect. Along with the memorial, there was a giveaway and military music 
played. News 8’s Maureen McGuire was the emcee for the event.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/26/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A local veteran, given a new roof, for free. It’s part of the “Roof 
Deployment Program.” Contractors worked all day at a house on Allandale Drive in Chili. It 
belongs to Sergeant Michael Hemmerick, who has served our country for 34 years. The man 
overseeing the project, Harvey Strassner, explains why he’s doing this. “It’s something I believe 
in. My father was in the military. It’s something I’m very proud of. I’m happy to do it. I’m very 
proud we’re doing it.” Workers expect to have this done by the end of the day.

Politics – topics covered under this issue include: Local, state and national politics. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/5/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: News 8 is your local elections headquarters. New tonight in the 
presidential race, a new poll shows Democrat Hillary Clinton widening her lead over Republican 
Donald Trump. There is now a 13 percentage point gap between the two. The Reuters poll was 
conducted between July first and today, but it was released before today’s FBI decision about the 
email controversy. The year-long investigation centered around Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private 
email server while Secretary of State. The FBI said Clinton did not commit a crime, but that she 
and her aides were extremely careless while handling classified information. Tonight, 
presumptive Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump blasted the decision. Clinton 
released a statement saying she is glad the matter is finally resolved. We spoke with some local 
voters on whether this has changed their opinion of Clinton. Theo-Marie Adams voted against 
Hillary Clinton in 2008, but says Clinton has now proven herself as the best possible candidate. 
Adams doesn’t think the investigation, or its findings will harm Clinton’s campaign come 
November. Clinton supporter Lisa Young says voters can finally put the matter to rest. Young 



did say the FBI was thorough and took a fair look at the investigation. Both Young and Adams 
said they were never concerned about the email investigation. But not everyone is feeling that 
way, especially Republicans who are still calling for Clinton to be indicted.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: We caught up with Congressman Chris Collins at an event in Batavia this 
afternoon. Collins is working as a liaison between the Trump campaign and Capitol Hill, and 
shed some light on Trump’s shortlist for vice president. Collins was the first person in Congress 
to endorse Donald Trump as the Republican nominee for president. The congressman says 
Trump’s actual pick will be a tight-kept secret until he’s ready to announce it. It’s believed that 
Trump will announce his decision in the days ahead of the Republican National Convention on 
July 18th. Collins says the shortlist is made up of Governor Mike Pence of Indiana, Governor 
Mary Fallin of Oklahoma and former speaker of the House Newt Gingrich. And he did mention 
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, but said he’s not really in the running. Collins says Trump 
can’t go wrong with any of these picks as they all have good strengths and hail from different 
parts of the country.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/16/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump has officially named 
Indiana Governor Mike Pence his vice presidential running mate. The two made their first public 
appearance as a team together in New York today. The announcement comes just before the start 
of the GOP convention, and preparations for the historic delegate meeting in Cleveland are 
underway. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 7/19/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: More fallout from the political scandal that rocked Comida, Monroe 
County Industrial Development Agency. Critics say the reforms proposed by Monroe County 
Executive Cheryl Dinolfo do not do enough to prevent a future scandal. Monroe County 
Legislator and Minority Leader Cindy Kaleh addressed the Comida board directly. The board is 
bran new, after previous members resigned in protest. Dinolfo’s reforms include annual training 
for Comida staff. But Kaleh says they do not focus on the real problem of  “the influence of 
politics in county government.” Kaleh has proposed a series of reforms designed to put a wall 
between government, Comdia and politics. But they still need to be approved by the county 
legislature. The Comida scandal erupted after information was leaked that ISquare was in 
default, even though it was not. The information was used in a political attack.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/19/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Tonight New York State has put Donald Trump, in the words of 
convention organizers, over the top. As home state of Donald Trump, the New York delegation 
was allowed to cast the votes that officially made Trump the Republican nominee for president. 
The announcement was made by Trump’s son, Donald Trump Junior. The process was briefly 
delayed when Alaska disputed the way its votes were tallied, believing fewer should go to 



Trump. But it didn’t affect the outcome. House Speaker Paul Ryan made the announcement. 
Trump also made an appearance from New York to thank his supporters.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 7/21/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Donald Trump is officially the Republican’s nominee for president, but the 
Democrats still have to officially nominate Hillary Clinton. Some local delegates will be among 
those helping make Clinton the Democratic nominee. Assemblyman Joe Morelle is a Clinton 
delegate. Bill Benet is a Sanders delegate. Attending the convention is an opportunity for 
delegates for both candidates make sure their voices are heard. While some concerns have been 
raised whether or not Sanders supporters will endorse Clinton, local delegates are pretty 
confident in one force unifying the party.  Benet said, “I would much prefer to see Bernie as the 
candidate but at the same time we face two critical issues above everything else: one is Donald 
Trump. Stopping him from becoming president.” Morelle said, “I think people will come home. I 
also think it’s important for Democrats and Independents who are concerned about Donald 
Trump potentially being president that they support Secretary Clinton. I think it’ll come together, 
I think it’s part of the natural process.” The Democratic National Convention starts Monday and 
we will have complete coverage from Philadelphia as well. In the mean time we want to know 
what you think. Will the Democratic Party be able to unify around Hillary Clinton despite 
Sanders significant support? Let us know your thoughts on social media. Assemblyman Morelle 
will be joined by Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren and Assemblyman David Gantt as Clinton 
delegates. Carrie Gilroy and Lillian Ruiz are Sanders delegates with Bill Benet. And today, 
Senator Charles Schumer, who will be attending the convention, explains what he wants 
addressed. “To me the number one issue is to make it easier for people to stay in the middle class 
and making it easier for our young people to get to the  middle class.”

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 7/21/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Democrats open their convention with drama today. On the eve of the 
event, the Democratic National Committee chair handed in her resignation after a leak of DNC 
emails. The emails suggest party insiders tried to undermine the campaign of  Hillary Clinton’s 
top Democratic rival, Bernie Sanders. Allison Warren spoke with Robbie Mangla from the local 
Bernie Sanders campaign. Allison asked what his initial reaction was to the email leak and how 
local Sanders fans are feeling about it. Mangla said, “I think a lot of them are feeling discouraged 
right now, from my perspective knowing how many volunteers we had locally, hundreds of 
volunteers working, untold numbers of hours and to know their own party is working against 
them or not supporting their efforts is discouraging in a lot of ways. I think people are 
disappointed by it and we’re still waiting to see if anymore comes out. It was not encouraging.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/25/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:50
Detailed Description: It’s the Democrats’ turn to take center stage as their four-day national 
convention got underway this afternoon in Philadelphia. There has already been some conflict on 
the floor between supporters of Bernie Sanders and the presumptive nominee, Hillary Clinton. 
Early on supporters of Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders nearly shouted down the convention 
chairwoman over the rules. The animosity prompted the Clinton and Sanders campaigns to 



merge their floor teams and work more closely to promote party unity. New York Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand took to the podium tonight. She talked up Clinton and took shots at Trump. 
You could hear some heckling from Bernie Sanders supporters at points. We asked her how 
unity can be achieved when there’s such palpable anger among those holdouts. Gillibrand said, 
“Hillary and Bernie agree on most things. Both support paid leave, both support equal pay, both 
want to raise the minimum wage and I think for supporters who don’t know her well this is the 
greatest chance to know her and to realize she shares their values.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/26/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: During day two of the Democratic National Convention, the Democrats 
looked to tackle some of the country’s most sensitive issues, from gun control to police killings 
of African Americans. Hillary Clinton was officially nominated today, after a roll call vote that 
let Bernie Sanders backers show their support for their candidate. Clinton’s milestone comes 
nearly 100 years after women were granted to right to vote. The keynote speaker tonight was 
former president Bill Clinton, speaking not just as a Democrat, but as the husband of the 
candidate. Clinton made the case that his wife is a “change maker” who deserves the job he held 
for eight years.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/26/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: 168 years after the 1st Women’s Rights Convention was held in Seneca 
Falls, Hillary Clinton becomes the 1st female presidential nominee of a major political party. In a 
town filled with history, it’s exciting for them to see what happened then affecting change today. 
Abigail Glogower of the National Women’s Hall of Fame said, “There just starts to begin a real 
critical mass here that really puts this place on the map, with the 1st Women’s Rights Convention 
in 1848 here, with the signing of the Declaration of Sentiments, and so it’s really a legacy here.” 
The streets of Seneca Falls are literally filled with that legacy, one which Hillary Clinton brought 
up just a few weeks ago in a speech she made after securing the nomination. Fred Capazzi of the 
Seneca Falls Historical Society said, “She’s always been a huge benefactor of Seneca Falls, she 
mentions us in most of her speeches.” The signing of the Declaration of Sentiments in Seneca 
Falls was then considered cutting edge, so living through modern history is exciting to many in 
this community. Capazzi said, “Whether you’re supporting her or not supporting her, supporting 
the other candidate, the major thing to realize is that it all started here. It all started in our 
community, when a group of women, and men, got together and said ‘We have to make a 
change.’” But for a town that’s seen how far we come, this fight is far from over. In the National 
Women’s Hall of Fame, Hillary Clinton already holds a pretty prominent spot, but I’m told that 
once the museum moves in 2017, they’re going to update her plaque and maybe give her an even 
more prominent location.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 7/28/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: The 2016 Democratic National Convention is in the books. Tonight Hillary 
Clinton assumed her historic role, then went on to make her case for the White House. The 
Democratic presidential nominee said the nation is facing a moment of reckoning by powerful 
forces that are trying to tear it apart. She vowed to fight economic deprivation at home and 



threats and turbulence overseas. And she offered herself as the epitome of steady leadership in 
contrast to Donald Trump. Ahead of Clinton’s speech, retired four star General John Allen, the 
former head of US and International forces in Afghanistan, delivered a speech in which he told 
delegates that Clinton would be the commander-in-chief America needs. A number of local 
leaders have been speaking out in support of Hillary Clinton. Governor Andrew Cuomo had this 
to say today, ahead of tonight’s convention. “And she won’t just shatter the glass ceiling for my 
daughters and your daughters and provide a new role model for entire new generation of women; 
she also has the vision and the qualifications to be a transformative force.” Congresswoman 
Louise Slaughter also spoke highly of Clinton today during an interview this afternoon. She said, 
“New York has such a strong support in her heart and now her home and I think it’s really 
wonderful poetic justice in a way. I would support her wherever she lived but it’s kind of nice I 
think Susan B. Anthony and Frederic Douglas would be pretty proud that it’s a New Yorker.” 
Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren left a note at Anthony’s grave in Mount Hope Cemetery. 
Warren is a delegate for Clinton and is in Philadelphia for this week’s convention. Warren said, 
“Susan B. Anthony paved the way for me to be the first female mayor of the city of Rochester 
and I wanted her to know that she also paved the way for Hillary Clinton to now be the 
designated candidate for the Democrats and also it is my sincere hope that she will be the next 
president of the United States.”

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 8/5/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Monroe County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo has finally appointed someone 
to run the newly created office of Public Integrity. David Moore currently severs as Monroe 
County’s Director of Public Safety. He’s also the former Rochester police chief. But some 
county Democrats are opposed to the decision. They’re faulting Dinolfo for choosing someone 
from in-house, while never making the process public. The Office of Public Integrity was one of 
Dinolfo’s key initiatives after taking office, when she pledged to increase government 
transparency. Moore’s appointment still has to be approved by the Monroe County Legislature.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/7/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: On the heels of an unprecedented U.S. travel warning, and the prospect 
that a clinical trial for the vaccine to contain the Zika virus may be terminated for lack of funds, 
Senator Chuck Schumer called on the House and Senate to suspend Congressional recess, for 
even just a day, and pass a nearly two billion emergency funding bill to fight the Zika spread. 
Schumer said, “The White House wants to do it, the CDC is ready to do it, the trials are 
expensive, we have to stop. So far, more than 850 pregnant women in the United States have 
Zika, in New York City, 491 confirmed cases, 45 pregnant women. We need the vaccine.” 
Today, Senator Schumer explained that phase one of the Zika vaccine trials began this week, but 
without passing this bill, the dollars for the next phases of vaccine clinical trials will cease.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/8/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: The 138th Assembly District contains parts of Rochester plus Chili and 
Henrietta. The district has been known as a Democrat strong hold, but two local Republicans are 
hoping to change that. Peter Vazquez and Bob Zinck are looking to replace Democratic 



Incumbent Harry Bronson in Albany. Both tell me it's time for their district to make a change in 
leadership. A small business owner himself, Zinck says he's seen the state get in the way of job 
creation. Citing what he calls failed programs like Start Up New York, Zinck agrees with 
Vazquez that it's time for lawmakers to stop interfering. Both candidates touted their personal 
experience as something they can bring to Albany. Vazquez has run for this seat before-- he lost 
to Bronson in 2012 and 2014.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 8/9/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Four candidates are facing off for the 138th Assembly seat. Throughout 
parts of Rochester and Henrietta and Chili, voters have a choice for state Assembly between four 
candidates. But Democratic incumbent Harry Bronson and former News 8 anchor Rachel 
Barnhart hope to keep this district a Democratic stronghold. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 8/15/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: More New Yorkers believe former secretary of state Hillary Clinton would 
be a more effective commander in chief, work better with Congress and is more honest than 
Donald Trump. The latest Siena research poll released today shows overwhelming support for 
Clinton by the state’s voters in the race for the Oval Office. Trump now trails Clinton by 30 
points in the latest Siena research poll, dropping seven points since June. He’s carrying his 
lowest favorability rating ever, at 24 percent and is only seen favorably by 52 percent in his own 
party. Pollster Steve Greenberg says anything can happen with 13 weeks left, but when asked 
which candidate voters align with on handling tensions with police, creating jobs, improving 
healthcare and global trade, the majority favored Clinton in every category.  Historically in 
presidential years, Siena Research says Democrats have a better turnout than the GOP, which 
could be worrisome for local and state races as New York Republicans look to keep control of 
the Senate, but Greenberg says it’s too early to tell if Trump’s fall will affect other races.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 8/16/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: A lawyer and stay at home mom will once again run for Senate. She 
previously ran against a different Democratic Senator, Kirsten Gillibrand, but now Republican 
Wendy Long is now taking on Senator Chuck Schumer. Our Allison Warren sat down with 
Wendy Long and asked her to tell us about herself. Long said, “The first thing to know is I’m not 
a politician. I’ve never held political office even though I’m running for office now. Part of the 
reason I’m running for office is because I think the professional political class in Washington has 
gotten too entrenched and they’re really not serving the people.” Why is she running now and 
why take on Senator Chuck Schumer? Long said, “There’s this feeling that we want to throw out 
the people who’ve been there that’ve been responsible for holding out economy down at historic 
low growth for over a decade. That’s the bulk of the time that Chuck Schumer’s been serving in 
the Senate, we’ve had historically low economic growth. It’s one thing to come upstate and 
sprinkle around some tax dollars that were taken from the taxpayers in the first place and try to 
claim credit for it, but that’s not a recipe for real, long term economic growth and making real, 
long term paying jobs for the people of upstate New York.” We asked her about Donald Trump. 
She said, “I supported him all along. He’s one of the reasons I got into this. I think they want that 



fresh approach instead of someone who’s just an insider and basically dealing for himself, so I’m 
a Trump supporter. I think he’s exactly what we need and I think he’s a breath of fresh air.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: The Democrat challenging incumbent Republican State Senator Rich 
Funke, has won an appeal to be back on the November ballot. Earlier this month, a judge ruled 
Steve Glickman, a Democrat, did not meet the state’s five year residency requirement. But an 
appeals court judge ruled today that Glickman has always been a New York resident. Glickman 
is from Rochester, but graduated from the University of Maryland. Court records show he was a 
registered Republican in Washington, DC in 2014.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: 96 years ago this week, women’s right to vote was formally adopted into 
the U.S. Constitution. It was cause for celebration in Rochester, which was home to the leader of 
the suffrage movement, Susan B. Anthony. The Annual 19th Amendment celebration takes place 
in the Susan B. Anthony House and surrounding neighborhood. The 19th Amendment is 
commonly known as the Susan B. Anthony Amendment. Volunteers from the League of Women 
Voters were on hand to register new voters or update current registered voter information. The 
event also included a walking tour of one of Rochester’s most historic neighborhoods.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A decision has been made that will take Democrat Steve Glickman off the 
ballot for good this time. Glickman was challenging Rich Funke for the 55th State Senate seat. 
The New York State Court of Appeals, the highest state court ruled unanimously against 
Glickman. Glickman’s effort to be added to the ballot in November was challenged by 
Republican supporters of Funke, who said Glickman didn’t meet the 5 year state residency 
requirement. Glickman is 27 years old and from Rochester, but was still registered to vote in 
Washington, DC where he went to college. Today’s decision validates a previous ruling that was 
overturned upon appeal.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 8/30/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Assemblyman Bill Nojay has spent four years in Albany. As he prepares 
for what he hopes is a third term, he will face a primary challenger just as he did back in 2012. 
Nojay says he’s proud of his record in Albany, especially fighting to keep the state budget low, 
but his primary challenger says the district needs more. Nojay said, “I have voted the district 
which is advice given to me by our leader Brian Kolb. He said ‘you might have views that’re 
different. But at the end of the day, you are a representative of the people that elected you so 
always vote according to their best interests.’ I’ve done that for four years.” Candidate for State 
Assembly Rick Milne said, “I think it’s hard to make that statement when the people I’ve spoken 
to have said they don’t feel they’re being listened to.” Both candidates say they’re aware that the 
presidential race could affect the elections down ticket so I asked them to clarify where they 
stand on their party’s nominee, Donald Trump. Milne said, “I will admittedly say I’ve been 



concerned, like many of our residents about both of our two mainstream candidates. There are 
some other candidates that are out there like Gary Johnson that I’m reading about a little bit. I 
will say that in this case I cannot vote for the Democratic candidate.” Nojay said, “There’s an old 
saying in politics that elections are not referendums, they’re choices and given the choice 
between Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton, I’m going to go with Donald Trump.” And while 
both candidates hope the Republican voters choose them, don’t expect this race to get ugly. 
Milne said, “Bill and I would vote the same way on a lot of things. We’re both Republicans.” 
Nojay said, “I don’t like negative campaigning and I will not do negative campaigning. I don’t 
like to do compare and contrast in a way that talks negatively about any political candidate, 
Democrat or Republican.” The 133rd Assembly District includes parts of Pittsford and extends all 
the way through Honeoye Falls, Geneseo, Hornell and Nunda.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 9/2/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Because there are not many primaries in our area, many campaigns are 
already focused on November. While the petitioning process was a time for candidates to reach 
out to voters, local parties know that after Labor day they really have to kick things into gear 
before November. Monroe County GOP Chair Bill Reilich said, “The parade season is winding 
down right now. The festivals are still going on and when that concludes it’s usually a door to 
door effort to meet the people at their homes. So the objective is to have our candidates touch as 
many people as possible.” Both Monroe County Democrats and Republicans say the ground 
game is everything, and as the primary season comes to a close locally on the thirteenth, voters 
should only expect to see more candidates and volunteers out and about. Monroe County 
Democratic Chair Jamie Romeo said, “So far we have had volunteers that have knocked on 
10,000 doors and made 50,000 phone calls and that number is just going to keep growing. The 
biggest way we’re going to be able to keep local voters informed is from this positive outreach 
and from the conversations that we’re having.” Reilich said, “We’re very fortunate in Monroe 
County to have a large team of volunteers, enthusiastic volunteers, not only at the committee 
level, but then folks that gravitate towards campaigns and work very hard in a variety of 
capacities, from going door to door to putting  up lawn signs to making phone calls on behalf of 
candidates. “ And while the campaigns are hitting the ground running, the parties say they’re 
only aided by efforts at the national level during a presidential year.  Most of the door knocking 
for candidates without an opponent will start after the holiday, and after primaries on the 
thirteenth, all campaigns will be in full swing on a local, state and national level.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 9/2/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Trying to educate Americans about the Suffrage Movement. That’s why 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand was at the Susan B Anthony House today in Rochester. She 
announced legislation to establish the Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission. This would be 
in honor of the 100th anniversary of passage and ratification of the 19th Amendment, when 
women gained the right to vote. Senator Gillibrand noted on how far New York State has come 
100 years later. If the legislation is passed, the commission would be able to award grants to 
organizations in our community to help folks learn about the suffrage movement.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Tonight friends and colleagues of State Assemblyman Bill Nojay are 
mourning his sudden and shocking death. Nojay, a long-time Republican party leader, died from 
a self-inflicted gunshot wound today, on the very day he was reported to appear in court. 911 
calls reveal Nojay may have been despondent over legal troubles. Nojay had been embroiled in 
legal problems for months, including allegations he defrauded a dentist in Cambodia out of 
nearly a million dollars. Two other scandals reported by the D&C tying Nojay to a multi-million 
dollar contract bid for the Rochester School Modernization Effort, for which he reportedly 
concealed his involvement. Nojay also allegedly embezzled funds from a business partner, and 
was reportedly scheduled to turn himself in to U.S. District Court this morning. Nojay’s death 
comes just days before the Republican primary for the 133rd Assembly District. Nojay’s primary 
challenger is Honeoye Falls Mayor Richard Milne. Nojay will remain on the ballot next Tuesday 
and if he wins, the GOP party chairs in Monroe, Livingston and Steuben counties will meet to 
decide who will replace him in the general election. During an interview with News 8 last week, 
Nojay said he was confident about victory, and excited to continue his work in Albany. Nojay is 
survived by his wife and three children

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/12/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: On the eve of the primary for local and state races, dozens of campaign 
staffers and volunteers make last-minute phone calls to constituents, trying to lock down their 
vote. This was the scene at Monroe County’s Democratic headquarters. Joe Morelle said, “The 
last couple of days is really to make sure that those supporters, who’ve identified their support 
for you are out voting, and that’s really what the final phase of any campaign is about.” 
Assembly Majority Leader Joe Morelle, no stranger to campaigns himself, makes calls to help 
get incumbent Assemblyman Harry Bronson re-elected to the 138th District, as he’s facing a 
primary against former TV journalist Rachel Barnhart. There’s also a Republican primary in the 
very same district. Which means candidates Bob Zinck and Peter Vazquez are using a similar 
strategy. Vazquez said, “We approach the primary just like we would the general, it’s just a 
matter of letting people know that they do have the power, that the vote truly falls into their 
hands.” Zinck said, “You’re never done, and tomorrow I will go through my address books, my 
telephone and call people that I know that are close to me and asks them to do the same thing.”  
Though primaries, especially in local races, Zinck notes, are notorious for poor voter turnout. So 
the most important thing for any candidate to do the night before the primary? Make sure voters 
are getting to the polls and voting for them. The polls are open tomorrow noon to nine.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/13/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: Tonight, an unusual result in a primary race. Four days after he passed 
away, Bill Nojay has won a GOP challenge for his seat. Nojay was running in the Republican 
primary for the 133rd District. Tonight he is the projected winner. His GOP challenger was 
Honeoye Falls Mayor Rick Milne. Now the party chairs in the three counties in the district will 
have to pick a candidate to replace Nojay for the general election. In the race for the 138th 
District it was no contest on the Democratic side. Incumbent Harry Bronson is the projected 
winner in that race with 100 percent of precincts reporting. His challenger was former News 8 



reporter Rachel Barnhart. It was a much closer race on the Republican side. Peter Vazquez is the 
projected winner in that race with all precincts reporting. Bob Zinck was very close second. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/13/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New York State’s Attorney General says he is looking into the practices of 
Donald Trump’s namesake foundation. Eric Schneiderman told CNN today that his office has 
been in correspondence with the foundation. He says the office is looking into concerns the 
foundation may have engaged in what he called “improprieties.” Schneiderman said, “My 
interest is really in my capacity as regulator of non-profits in New York State. We have been 
looking into the Trump Foundation and make sure it’s compliant with the laws that govern 
charities in New York.” Schneiderman did not elaborate on what those possible “improprieties” 
are, but the Washington Post reports that the Republican presidential nominee may have spent 
foundation money on himself, and that he hasn’t made any personal donations to the charity in 
eight years. Schneiderman is also pursuing a lawsuit against the now-defunct Trump University 
calling it a “scheme to fleece people” our of their money. The Trump campaign has not 
commented on the foundation probe.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/14/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A new development tonight in the political drama sparked by Bill Nojay’s 
sudden death last week. Despite his passing, Nojay won the GOP primary for the 133rd State 
Assembly seat. Tonight, party leaders picked political veteran Joe Errigo to replace Nojay on the 
November ballot. The three GOP party leaders from Monroe, Livingston, and Steuben counties 
met for about an hour and a half this evening. They evaluated about six candidates and 
unanimously agreed Joe Errigo would replace Nojay on the GOP ticket. Monroe County GOP 
Chair Bill Reilich says Errigo was the right pick because of his proven conservative record and 
experience in Albany. Errigo will face Barbara Baer in the November election. In a statement to 
News 8, she said, “I am running against three men in a room who handpicked a candidate. 
However affable, Mr. Errigo will owe the party bosses.” Baer is an attorney and social worker 
who lives in Pittsford, and is the Democratic candidate in this race.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/19/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Tonight the Monroe County Clerk says his office found evidence the 
previous administration illegally waived fees, and cost taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars. 
Bello says his investigation turned up $35,000 dollars owed to taxpayers, dating back to 2008. 
It’s because small transaction fees, for everything from passports to pistol permits, were 
intentionally waived for hundreds of people. Bello says the previous clerk, current Monroe 
County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo, knew about it. Bello said, “We found over 600 instances 
where state and federal laws were broken. There was a routine waving of fees occurring in the 
Monroe County Clerk’s Office. We found it, we fixed it and we put an end to it. We’re going to 
go and collect the money that is owed to Monroe County taxpayers.” Bellow has asked the 
Monroe County attorney to work on recouping the money lost in the fee waivers. Bello is a 
Democrat who was appointed to the job earlier this year, told News 8 this is not a political issue. 
He is running to keep his seat in the November election. But tonight, his opponent, Republican 



Cheryl Rozzi, called the fee waiver announcement a publicity stunt. “Today is another example 
of Adam Bello’s career politician approach to the county clerk’s office,” she said. “Instead of 
gathering the facts he holds a press conference full of innuendos and accusations.” Meanwhile, a 
spokesman for County Executive Dinolfo, a Republican who served as country clerk for 11 
years, is defending what happened under her tenure. He says some employees of the clerk’s 
office were given discretion to waive local fees for some customers, in order to help provide a 
high level of customer service.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/20/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Monroe County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo responded to allegations that fees 
for things like passports and pistol permits were being waved while she held the county clerk 
position. She says she’s disappointed in current County Clerk Adam Bello for taking an issue she 
doesn’t think is an issue to the media. Dinolfo maintains that waiving fees in certain situations has 
been a long standing practice in the county and Bello didn’t do his research. Bello tells us he 
believes this is theft of taxpayer dollars, and he has a plan to get the money back. Bello said, “I’ve 
also contacted the county attorney and I’ve asked him to review avenues we could take to go back 
and collect the fees that weren’t paid whether it be the individuals whose fees were waived or by 
those who authorized the fee waiver.” Dinolfo said, “Mr. Bello is absolutely wrong. That waiver 
was permitted by law and was actually required by law in the undertaking of his duties.” Bello told 
us as of lunch today 20 people had voluntarily stopped in to say they received a waiver.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/20/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A week after the primaries, it appears we know who will be on the 
Republican ticket for the 138th Assembly District. After primary night, Bob Zinck was losing to 
Peter Vazquez by just three votes. After today’s count, it looks like Zinck won this race by just 
three votes. In total, twenty-two absentee votes helped decide the race, just a week after the 
primary. This was Vazquez’s third time running for this seat, this time without the party’s 
support. Vazquez today said this might not be over. He said, “He got exactly what he needed to 
win, and that seems a little odd for us, again when the entire race was in our favor the entire race. 
So to get 15, which is the exact same number that you need, I don’t know, that’s definitely 
worthy of a recount.” We spoke with Bob Zinck over the phone after the final results came in. 
He says he was surprised by the outcome, and is looking forward to getting back on the 
campaign trail. Zinck and incumbent Democratic Assemblyman Harry Bronson will face off in 
the general election.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/21/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Gates Town Supervisor Mark Assini, who’s running for Congress, is 
taking heat today, for comments he made about the LGBTQ community. Some of those 
comments date back almost ten years. Community activists and members from the LGBTQ 
community stood together in the Cornhill neighborhood of Rochester upset at Assini who 
published a blog ten years ago calling transgender people, “mentally disturbed individuals” and 
agreed with commentators who called the LGBTQ community “sexual deviants.” Thomas 
Warfield said, “These comments are cruel and insight hate. And though these comments were 



from a while ago, our community is still too often the victim of this kind of speech and enough is 
enough.”  Democratic Assemblyman Harry Bronson, who is openly gay, called Assini a bigot. 
Bronson says Assini has made jokes about an openly gay member of Congress being raped in 
prison and supported banning gay marriages. Assini acknowledges his comments, but adds his 
position on the issue has evolved. Assini said, “Do not judge people on things that went on ten, 
fifteen, twenty years ago. People were in a different place. You now have a conservative 
Republican who is willing to stand with you.” Mark Assini says this is an attempt by his 
opponent, Congresswoman Louise Slaughter, to solidify support in the LGBTQ community. 
Assini said, “Congresswoman Slaughter has hired an investigation team to dig up as much dirt 
about me as possible. They have gone through twenty years of my past.” But Bronson says this 
remains relevant because Assini has done little to walk back his position publicly.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 9/21/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: You might have seen a sign on Caulkins Road in Henrietta recently. It was 
made by a man who says the town made him remove his hand-made pro-Trump sign. Henrietta 
code enforcement tells us, the sign had to come down because ‘it didn’t comply with town code.’ 
Code enforcement says they went to the man’s house for two weeks, telling him it was too large 
and it either needed to be fixed or taken down. Neighbors out taking pictures of the new sign told 
us what they think. “If it were a big sign supporting something else I don’t think people would be 
egging it or running into it or complaining about it as much. I think it’s more the content of it.” 
“It is Donald Trump but it’s freedom.” The owner of the sign said he didn’t want to go in front of 
the camera. He says he has been receiving threats since putting it up.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Another corruption scandal is rocking state politics tonight. Nine people 
connected to Governor Cuomo, including some of his closest aides, have been slapped with 
federal charges. They’re accused of a bribery scheme tied to a slew of upstate-funded 
development projects. Among those charged: Joseph Percoco, the former deputy executive 
secretary to the governor. And Alain Kaloyeros, the president of the SUNY Polytechnic Institute. 
Kaloyeros also faces state charges. Two of those charged were arraigned today in Federal court 
in Syracuse. Prosecutors say all of the suspects accepted kickbacks and bribes from lobbyists and 
companies, and rigged the state for state contracts to be awarded to those specific companies, in 
Syracuse and Buffalo. None of the charges implicates Governor Cuomo, who expressed his 
disappointment today. In a statement he said, “I hold my administration to the highest level of 
integrity. I have zero tolerance for abuse of the public trust from anyone. If anything, a friend 
should be held to an even higher standard.” Locally, the fear was that Alain Kaloyeros 
indictment could hurt the Rochester Photonics industry. Prosecutors say the corruption scandal 
did not involve any development projects in Rochester. Congresswoman Louise Slaughter issued 
a statement saying, “Having Dr. Kaloyeros removed from this project will only benefit this 
process as we continue working toward its success.” And State Assemblyman Joe Morelle said 
he’s also relieved Kaloyeros will no longer be involved. “I think we’re in a good place as far as 
photonics. One of the reason we pushed back was concerns he was making too many decision 
unilaterally without U of R and RIT and other partners at the table.” Battley says the photonics 



industry in New York does 3.5 billion dollars a year in business in New York State, and 
Kaloyeros indictment won’t impact that.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/23/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Another update this evening in the ongoing fee waiver controversy at the 
Monroe County Clerk’s Office. Now a local analyst is weighing in. County Clerk Adam Bello 
claims the Clerk’s Office has waived necessary fees illegally, and has cost taxpayers $35,000. 
The state department says the fees can be waived but only in very specific situations. The current 
Monroe County Executive, Cheryl Dinolfo, was the previous clerk. She has defended the 
practice. Political analyst Tim Kneeland with Nazareth College says he believes it goes much 
deeper than just their two terms. Kneeland said, “So Bello is trying to say that Dinolfo follows in 
the friends of Maggie, the friends of Jack, you’ve seen in this county probably for the last 20 
years. Even though Dinolfo is saying I gave these waivers to Republicans and Democrats, it 
wasn’t necessarily an issue of partisanship.” Bello says he contacted the county attorney and 
asked him to review avenues they could take to go back and collect the fees that weren’t paid.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo speaking out today, after nine people associated 
with his administration were charged with corruption yesterday. The governor spoke at the 
Albright-Knox Art Museum in Buffalo. The criminal charges are the latest incident in a wave of 
corruption at the state capitol for the past several years. Among those charged, former Cuomo 
aide and long-time friend Joe Percoco. Cuomo said, “The central plank of my administration has 
always been about public integrity and zero tolerance for any waste fraud or abuse. If anything, I 
hold a friend to a higher standard and the allegations are truly truly disappointing.” Earlier today, 
a  prominent figure in the Rochester Photonics Institute, was arraigned as part of this corruption 
case. Alain Kaloyeros is accused of rigging bids for state development contracts in Buffalo and 
Syracuse.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 9/26/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: In just a few hours one of the most anticipated presidential debates ever 
will begin. Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump will face off for the first time at  Hofstra 
University. The audience could reach 100 million viewers. The faceoff comes as the latest polls 
show Clinton’s numbers slipping, putting her in a virtual tie with Trump. Earlier today, we asked 
local voters why they were watching, and what they hoped the candidates would talk about. 
Edward Witaszek said, “I’m going in to it to be as objective as I can and to also try to focus on 
the issues and not on personalities which will be very difficult.” Alan Majors said, “I just really 
want to see, because I think that they’re really not going to debate politics. This is all going to be 
personality and I just really want to see, because this is how down in the dirt they’ve gotten, I 
want to see what punches they throw.” Tonight’s showdown will be the first of three presidential 
debates leading up to the November election.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 9/26/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The first debate between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump lived up to its 
billing tonight. The two candidates clashed over everything for the economy, to tax cuts for the 
wealthy, jobs, trade, and ISIS. They also debated over the issue of race in America. At one point, 
Trump slammed Clinton for staying off the campaign trail recently as he traveled the country, 
visiting African American communities. Trump said, “I just left Detroit and Philadelphia and 
you’ve seen me. You decided to stay home and that’s okay. And I’ve met great people who are 
upset with what the politicals have told them and what they have done.” Clinton said, “I think 
Donald just criticized me for preparing for this debate, and yes I did. And you know what else I 
prepared for? I prepared to be president, and that’s a good thing.” The debate attracting interest 
around the world. The television audience was expected to approach 100 million.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 9/30/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: 300 voter registration cards were mailed in to the Monroe County Board of 
Elections office just yesterday. But, as a reminder, you only have 2 weeks left to get registered. 
With the deadline approaching, hundreds of voter registrations are opened and sorted every 
single day. And that doesn’t include the hundreds of DMV online registrations happening as 
well. While the Board of Elections encourages voters not to wait until the last minute, it always 
inevitably happens, so they say the piles of mail, and numbers of online registrations, are only 
going to continue to grow. Tom Ferrarese the co-commissioner of the Monroe County Board of 
Elections says that online registration and heightened interest in this year’s primaries in New 
York have helped keep numbers relatively under control. But there’s no telling what can happen 
leading up to the October 14 deadline. All mail in registrations must be post marked by October 
14. Anyone with questions is encouraged to call the Board of Elections. 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WROC-TV broadcast 
public service announcements related to the following issues: 

Crime Prevention - Drugged/Drunk/Distracted Driving Prevention, Internet Safety
Education -  Common Core Support, Jr Achievement, Education funding
Health -  Organ donation, balanced diet, Flu Prevention. Zika virus awareness, Leukemia & 
Lymphoma awareness, American Red Cross Blood Drive and Mercy Flight Central fundraiser
Environment – H2O Hero
Veterans – VOC Job Expo


