
WROC-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT
2Q 2016 – April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016

WROC-TV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 
treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 2nd quarter of 2016:

Business and Industry
Community
Crime/Law Enforcement
Economy
Education
Environment
Health
Politics
Military/Veteran Services
Politics

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 
issues:

Local:
Program Day Time
News 8 at Sunrise 5&6am Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00 am
News 8 at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30 pm
News 8 at 4 Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30pm
News 8 at 5 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm
News 8 at 5:30 Monday-Friday 5:30-6:00pm
News 8 at 6 Monday-Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm
News 8 at 11 Monday-Sunday 11:00-11:35 pm

All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports, lifestyle programming focusing on current issues and events.  

National:
Program Day Time
CBS Evening News Monday-Sunday 6:30-7:00pm

A daily evening broadcast featuring news reports, feature stories and interviews by CBS 
News correspondents and reporters covering events across world.

60 Minutes Sunday 7:00-8:00pm
60 Minutes is a weekly news program that includes investigative reports, interviews, 

feature segments and profiles of people in the news.

Face the Nation Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm
John Dickerson is the host of "Face the Nation". He also serves as Political Director for 

CBS News and is a contributor to Slate magazine and its podcast The Political Gabfest.



Guests include government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. John 
Dickerson engages panelists in a lively roundtable discussion focusing on current topics.

 CBS Sunday Morning Sunday 9-10:30am
A news broadcast reviewing events of the preceding week, celebrating human 

accomplishments and achievements and journeying through the world of fine art, music, nature, 
sports, science and Americana.

Syndicated:
Program Day Time
Dr. Oz Monday-Friday 10:00-11:00am

Dr. Oz is considered to be the most trusted voice on television and has the remarkable 
capacity to connect emotionally to millions of people both in person and through a multitude of 
media channels. It is Dr. Oz’s mission to spread his message of leading a happier, healthier, and 
more fulfilling life. Dr. Oz encourages people to take control of their own health through simple 
lifestyle changes and provides easy, smart tools people can use every day to achieve long-term 
positive health results.

Business and Industry: Tracking businesses in the Greater Rochester area. New businesses 
opening, updates to existing businesses and information on future developments.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/2/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: A major honor for a local car dealer. Kitty Van Bortel has been named 
Dealer of the Year by the National Automobile Dealers Association. The award honors the 
contribution dealers make within their communities. Van Bortel says she never got into the car 
business because she was “wild about cars.” Instead, she gets excited about what cars can do for 
people. Van Bortel is very committed to the Rochester community – advocating for breast cancer 
research and volunteering for many other organizations including the Susan B. Anthony House, 
Warrior Salute, and The American Diabetes Association Tour de Cure.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/4/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Five Star bank announced a major move into Rochester today. The local 
bank is moving their regional administrative center from Pittsford, to the old HSBC building on 
Chestnut Street. It will open a downtown branch in the same building. In all the move is 
expected to bring 150 jobs downtown, with another 20 to 30 jobs to come. The building will be 
renamed Five Star Plaza. Five Star bank is based in Warsaw, Wyoming County.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/11/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Uber and Lyft have been fighting to expand upstate, but not everyone is 
welcoming them with open arms. Today, local taxi drivers protested ride-sharing services outside 
of City Hall. They claim it would not only be bad for cab drivers, it would be bad for ride-
sharing drivers, too. Cab drivers fear they will have to become Uber or Lyft drivers to stay 
competitive. The hope is that city council will make fair regulations for all drivers, not just ride 



sharers. For now the legislation is still in Albany, and cab drivers are paying extra close 
attention. In the past, Mayor Warren says she supports expanding ride sharing in Rochester.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Victor is getting its first local grocery store. The store is going up on Route 
96, just outside the village. This is big news because the fast-growing town does not have a 
grocery store. On top of that, some of the folks behind this project owned Wade’s, the grocery 
store nearby that Tops took over. The facility will be more than 8,000 square feet and will offer 
groceries, a butcher counter, a bakery, a deli and prepared food sections. The store is also 
expected to employ 20 to 30 people by opening day, which could be as early as the end of June.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: Could a casino come to downtown Rochester? Rochester’s mayor is in 
talks with the Seneca Nation about the possibility. The proposal would include a performing arts 
center that would be funded by the tribe. The combined casino and theater could cost up to 100 
million dollars. Getting the Seneca Nation to foot the bill is one way to make it happen. 
Developer Bob Morgan is also involved in the talks. Residents have mixed reaction about a 
downtown casino. In order for the Senecas to build a casino at midtown, the state and federal 
government would have to give approval. The proposal would likely face opposition from 
Wilmorite, which is building the Del Lago Casino in nearby Seneca County.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Sears, the last store sticking it out at the troubled Medley Centre in 
Irondequoit, is calling it quits and moving out. You might call it the final chapter for the old 
Irondequoit Mall. Businessman Angelo Ingrassia is the new owner of the mall. Ingrassia bought 
the vacant building for $100,000 at auction. Irondequoit Councilman Dave Seeley says he hopes 
this chapter for Medley will be different. We reached out to Ingrassia about his plans, but didn’t 
hear back. Seeley says as far as he knows, the building won’t be a mall again and he thinks there 
could be “movement” on the project soon. As for customers, they’re sad to Sears go. Sears says 
they will close this location in late July.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/25/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: The new RIT Center for Urban Entrepreneurship held a grand opening at 
its building in downtown Rochester. Its home is the former Rochester Savings Bank on Franklin 
Street. The center provides resources for small business owners to grow. It also works with 
young entrepreneurs get their ideas off the ground. The center’s programs have been going on 
since 2014. A federal grant helped put into motion the downtown location. The Center for Urban 
Entrepreneurship has served 400 clients.



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/26/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Rochester’s population loss is now slowing housing development in 
downtown Rochester. What used to be office space for the city’s big three: Kodak, Xerox and 
Bausch and Lomb, is now being converted into living space. A trend developers like Robert 
Morgan of Morgan Investment, started to see at the turn of the century. Hundreds talked about 
this trend and brainstormed ways to draw and keep people in the heart of the city at Rochester 
Business Journal’s power breakfast this morning.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/26/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Some Xerox workers tell us their jobs are going to another country. But the 
company won’t say how many jobs it is cutting in Rochester. Those Xerox workers tell us 
they’re among roughly 30 people in the Managed Print Services Division in Webster. They say 
managers told them their jobs were going to Guatemala. They were given a script instructing 
them not to tell clients they are being laid off or the jobs are going off-shore. Then this week, the 
company announced 4,800 jobs would be axed worldwide. At last check there were 6,400 Xerox 
workers in Rochester. The company is in the process of splitting in two.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/28/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Tonight professional soccer is trying to make a comeback in Rochester. 
The Rochester Rhinos and Western New York Flash have seen attendance fall in recent years. 
Bu the teams are shaking things up hoping to score more fans. New ownership has invested in 
staff, players and the stadium. The Rhinos had more than 5,000 people at its home opener this 
week. That’s up from an average of 3,000 fans last season. The Rhinos play again Saturday 
evening. The Flash have their home opener tomorrow night.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/28/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: For many, the Rochester Public Market is already perfect. But apparently 
there’s room for improvement. Today, the Public Market unveiled its new logo and broke ground 
on its multi-million dollar expansion. A lot’s at stake for shoppers, vendors and nearby 
businesses. The changes include tearing down one of the older sheds and rebuilding a brand new 
one in its place, adding an additional outdoor shed for vendors and for anyone who has seen how 
busy this place can get, they’re adding additional parking as well. Community leaders hope this 
project can bring an economic boost to the area. The project is expected to take 16 to 18 months 
to complete. The Mayor’s office assured businesses this won’t impact them in the meantime. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Marquart Farms in Gainsville have been growing potatoes since the late 
60’s. The Marquart’s largest buyer of potatoes is Wise, for their potato chips. But this past 
January, the Family decided to produce some chips of their own. Only they would make a chip 
made only out of potatoes from New York. A first of its kind chip. When Wegmans heard about 
the venture, they jumped on board supporting the Marquart’s idea for simple ingredients. New 



York potatoes, avocado oil, and sea salt. Right now the chips aren’t cooked in New York, that 
happens in Pennsylvania. But the Marquart’s say with continued success for their New York 
chips, they plan to soon cook their chips right here, on their Gainsville farm.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/2/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: The controversial construction of an Aldi’s grocery store on North Winton 
Road has been cleared by a judge. The project caught some backlash form people living in the 
North Winton Village neighborhood. Some residents felt it was out of character with the urban 
area. There are also several other grocers nearby. Supporters were wager for low prices and jobs. 
There’s no timeline yet for when construction will begin.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/2/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The controversial Port of Rochester plan in Charlotte is shrinking. 
Developers have knocked two stories off the hotel portion of the proposed mixed-use project. 
They also changed its location from the northeast to the northwest corner of Corrigan Street and 
Lake Avenue. These changes were discusses tonight at a Charlotte Community Association 
meeting. City officials say developer Greg Waykamp has promised them a revised site plan 
within the next week or so. The city says it will take them 30 days to review that plan.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/2/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Federal investigators are looking into the Buffalo Billion program. The 
state awarded hundreds of millions of dollars in contracts to spur economic development in 
Buffalo. Prosecutors are looking into whether any businesses got favorable treatment. The probe 
also reportedly centers on a former top aide to Cuomo, who may not have disclosed consulting 
payments from companies with business before the state. A reporter in Buffalo says the Buffalo 
Billion project has been shrouded in secrecy. The federal probe also reportedly involves Alain 
Kaloyeros, the head of SUNY Polytechnic, who has led the Buffalo Billion project. He is also 
spearheading Rochester’s Photonics Institute. Cuomo appointed a former federal prosecutor to 
do an internal investigation on the Buffalo Billion project.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/4/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: The final preparations are underway for this year’s Lilac Festival, which is 
expected to draw in half a million people. People come from all over to attend the 10 day event 
at Highland Park. The huge crowd delivers a huge economic impact. Festival officials say the 
average people will spend about 90 dollars and an out of towner staying overnight will spend 
about 215. One of the big draws, organizers say, are the local businesses. Jeff Springut, producer 
of the Lilac Festival said, “People get to know people, it’s an opportunity to have good face time 
from a business owner to the consumer in a relaxed and comfortable environment.” Visit 
Rochester says tourism in Monroe County took in over a billion dollars in 2014. 76 million 
dollars in taxes were collected from visitors alone. And vendors we talked to earlier say they are 
trying out new products this year, so be on the lookout for those is you attend.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: While Rochester prepares for a federal Photonics Institute, photonics are 
already here. Researchers in the Rochester area are doing some pretty amazing things with lasers 
on a regular basis. Professor Bob Boyd spends a lot of his time at the University of Rochester, 
where he goes over complex equations with his PhD students. Recently he discovered something 
big. He and two PhD students from Ottawa have discovered a better material for non-linear 
photonics. Indium tin oxide. It’s everywhere, you would most likely find it on an iPad screen. 
Boyd and his team discovered that when two lasers pass through the material, their non-linearity, 
or refractive index, is much higher than any other material that has been used before. Boyd’s 
discovery could make optical switches hundreds of times more efficient. But how does someone 
just determine to experiment with indium tin oxide? Reading a book of course, but not just any 
book. Boyd said, “I went back and read my own book. And I looked at an equation there. And I 
said hey, I guess I have to believe this. Because it’s in my own book. And this equation says if I 
have a very, very small refractive index, I’m going to get a huge non-linear response.” Boyd says 
this discovery stems from his entire 30 year career in optics and now photonics. While there is 
undoubtedly much more in the explanation of his discovery, Boyd is more than confident it will 
change the future of photonics.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/10/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Nick Tahou’s is feuding with the city. The restaurant famous for its 
garbage plate is upset over being ticketed for not ID’ing workers at the Lilac Festival. Alex 
Tahou says he was slapped with five tickets today, one for each of his workers not wearing an ID 
badge. But he was aware they were in violation of city law. City council passed a law last year 
saying each employee of a food truck has to wear an ID badge issued by the city clerk. Tahou 
says he doesn’t think it’s right. We asked the city for their response. They told us all food trailer 
vendors are required to follow the same rules. And they are not signaling anyone out. City 
spokeswoman Jessica Alaimo said, “These codes they’re set by city council. If we have someone 
who feels maybe these regulations are unfair to local businesses we do have a process where they 
can go before city council, speak to city council and look at having the ordinance checked or 
changed.” We are told one other vendor was ticketed, but it was because they forgot the ID 
badge at home. Alex Tahou says they do not plan on coming back to the Lilac Festival or any 
other festival with ID badge requirements. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Local filmmaker Chris Wilmot is chasing his creative dreams by opening a 
new film studio in the Rochester area. A 7,000 square foot warehouse in Henrietta will soon be 
the new home of Wilmot’s production company, Galaxy West Pictures. The studio is privately 
financed, and will be tailored to shoot movies, television shows and commercials. Wilmot says 
he’ll allow other filmmakers to use the space for their own projects. Wilmot plans to open the 
studio sometime this November. His production company’s first plan with the new site is to 
finish post-production on a documentary.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/16/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Talk of a tomato growing operation going up in Webster has some 
neighbors in the area concerned. The plant would be located near Salt and State roads. The town 
says even though adjacent homeowners are unhappy, the large scale tomato farm is completely 
legal. The farm would mean 150 jobs for the area, but would also involve numerous large green 
houses being constructed on the property along with more than a hundred parking spaces. But 
neighbors say they were told the area would remain as open green space. There will be a meeting 
to discuss the designs for this potential farm tomorrow night in Webster.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/19/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Two state-of-the-art greenhouses will be going up in Webster, despite 
backlash from neighbors. The greenhouses will be located near Salt and State roads. The 
agriculture company Intergrow Holdings will build two 25-acre greenhouses that will grow 
produce year-round for the northeast. Earlier this week, a meeting was held to discuss designs for 
the potential greenhouses as neighbors expressed dismay at the prospect of a grow operation in 
their backyard. Lieutenant Governor Kath Hochul said, “The state of New York is committing 
750,000 in excelsior job credits as well as 750,000 capital grant to help them enhance their 
ability to grow produce which is not just going to be used locally but in fact around the state and 
the nation.” The project is expected to create 100 new jobs. The first greenhouse is scheduled to 
be completed next fall.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/19/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new version of a major development planned for the port of Rochester is 
up on the city’s website. The building’s design is essentially the same as the developer had 
planned for off the bat. But it will now be closer to Lake Ave and it’s bigger. The city discussed 
it today in a closed door meeting. The next steps for the city will be continuing to work with the 
developer. Edgewater is funding the project. When construction could start is to be determined, 
but the city says it’s hopeful they will start this fall. Now city officials plan to send postcards to 
people within 500 feet of this project asking for comment for 20 days they say the typical 
process is 10 days but because of the interest in this project they’re making it 20.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/25/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: It’s been years in the making. Craft beer enthusiasts from all over the 
region have anxiously waited for Three Heads Brewing’s new facility to open in Rochester. 
What began more than five years ago as a hobby for few friends brewing beer in their basement, 
has turned into a massive, multi-million dollar operation in Rochester’s Neighborhood of the 
Arts. Three Heads just became the second biggest brewery in the city, and the largest 
microbrewery in the area. Paul Leone, the executive director of the New York State Brewers 
Association says Rochester’s craft beer scene is on an upward trend, much like what he’s seeing 
across the state. Even the oldest and largest brewery in New York State, Genesee, is diving into 
the scene with their pilot-batch brews. Three Heads Brewery Co-Founder Geoff Dale said, 
“People now think about San Diego, or some places out in Colorado. I want Rochester to be a 



destination that’s talked about, and I don’t think we’re far away.” The opening date for the new 
Three Heads Brewery will be June 16th.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/31/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Finger Lakes Gaming and Racetrack in Farmington is concerned about 
competition from the new Del Lago Casino going up in Seneca County. Del Lago is being built 
less than 30 miles away, meaning the Finger Lakes racino is certain to lose some business. State 
laws are designed to help racinos by offering tax breaks for owners, which already happened. 
And something called purse protection to be paid by casinos to smaller racinos in the same 
region. But even though these two casinos are so close, they’re not in the same region. Tioga 
Downs, a racino more than 100 miles from Del Lago, will receive purse protection from that 
casino. A representative for Del Lago says it’s up to the Finger Lakes Race Track’s owners and 
their new tax break to make sure purses remain the same.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The Marketplace Mall will turn into the Marketplace Outlets. Renovations 
to the inside of the mall and new restaurants are planned. As for its stores, they will add new 
ones, some will re-locate and others already there will convert to their outlet brands. The mall 
will stay open during the transition. The hope is that the switch to outlet will reclaim customers 
that most malls haven’t seen in recent years.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Xerox announced today it is closing its supplies distribution center in 
Webster, and all 48 workers will be laid off. The distribution center is located on Phillips Road. 
Xerox says today’s announcement comes as part of the company’s restructuring efforts. The 
company announced in January a cost savings effort to split the company into two by the end of 
the year. At that time, Xerox CEO Ursula Burns said Rochester jobs would not be affected by the 
split. The supplies distribution center will close on August 29th. A Xerox spokesperson tells us 
the 48 jobs will be replaced by a third-party logistics provider.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/8/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:25
Detailed Description: The Eastman Business Park is looking to reclaim the booming success it 
once had, and it now has a master plan to get there. Eastman Business Park says the changes 
won’t be completed for years, but they’re working to make the 1200 acre space more open to the 
public, more inviting and hopefully get people to live and work there. The vice president of the 
park says they will be taking down the fences and gates over the next few years, allowing the 
public to drive or walk through the area. They say the project will provide an economic boost to 
the area as well. Over the long term, it is expected the project will bring thousands of 
manufacturing jobs once more companies start moving into the park.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/13/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new era for the Sibley Building in downtown Rochester has begun. A 
groundbreaking for Sibley Square took place this afternoon. The project includes luxury 
apartments, senior living apartments, offices and retail space. Another project underway in the 
former department store: the transformation of the old tea room into the headquarters for high 
tech Rochester’s Finger Lakes Business Accelerator Cooperative. It is expected to generate 1,000 
new jobs in its first five years of operation. Another milestone: the ribbon cutting to the new 
marina at the Port of Rochester. It has more than 80 boat slips. The project is the first stage of 
transforming this part of Charlotte. City, state and cruise line operators say the marina will make 
the port a new hot spot for tourists. New restaurants are planning to move into the port terminal 
building. There are also plans for a hotel and condos near Lake Avenue. Neighborhood groups 
have expressed concern over that part of the project. Construction could begin as early as this 
fall.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Have a plan. That was the message from experts at the Upstate Cyber-
Security forum today. The forum was hosted at RIT where the goal was to inform small 
businesses and individuals about the very real threat of a cyber-breach. Cyber breaches means 
hackers could steal personal information and even money. Paul Hoffmann, Director of 
Certification at Logical Operations said, “Not to be an alarmist, but on a day to day basis it could 
pretty much cripple any organization or company to the point where they can’t recover 
financially.” One more tip form the experts. If you can update something, update it. They says 
those updates contain the next generation of protection for devices and software.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/17/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: A new development tonight in the Midtown redevelopment project. The 
city of Rochester is looking for more proposals for part of the former Midtown site, known as 
Parcel 5. Mayor Lovely Warren says her office already has a proposal from the Senecas to put a 
casino and performing arts center there. And a proposal from developers at Wilmorite for just a 
performing arts center. Warren says there’s been so much interest, the city wants to see other 
proposals. Warren says bidders should keep this in mind. Warren said, “My belief is the best way 
we can help children be successful is to make sure their families and parents have access to 
living wage jobs. That’s what we want to be able to do. And that’s what we hope that’s what 
proposals for Parcel 5 will do.” A committee will be established to review the proposals, and 
give their recommendations to the mayor and city council.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/17/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Blue Cross Arena will soon undergo a renovation. The state 
Legislature approved ten million dollars for the project. Arena managers are considering 
expanding the concession areas, adding more lobby space, and creating party decks. The goal is 
to not only keep the arena a state of the art sports and entertainment venue, but also encourage 



downtown growth. Exact plans for the upgrades are expected to be released sometime later this 
year.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The warm weather and lack of rainfall these past few weeks also have 
local farmers concerned about their crops this year. Wickham Farms Dale Wickham says already 
planted produce, like carrots, lettuce, watermelon, even pumpkins for the fall, wouldn’t be 
thriving without irrigation. Wickham says dry conditions also bring challenges when it comes to 
getting the seeds in the ground. Over at the Public Market Saturday, customers said they notice 
when rain isn’t falling enough for farmers, and their crops take a hit. Wickham says be careful 
what you wish for, though. Not enough rain is better than too much. They need the right amount 
of water. Wickham says the farm estimates they spend at least $2,500 on irrigation per year.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/21/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The dredging of the Rochester harbor is complete. This was part of a two-
year, 1.7 million dollar project. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers dredged lots of sediment 
from the bottom of the river. Maintaining the harbor is critical for business. The harbor helps 
drive job creation and allows for the import of 10 million dollars’ worth of goods each year. 
Dredging will continue next year as crews pick up next winter’s sediment and finish the work 
they couldn’t complete this year. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A sign of life for photonics here in Rochester. The New York State 
Photonics Board today approving 106 million dollars in state funds to establish its first facility in 
the area. The state’s investment is expected to lay the groundwork in creating a testing, assembly 
and packaging facility for photonics and optics, the first of its kind in the country. AIM 
Photonics CEO Michael Liehr says this type of work makes up for 70 to 80 percent of the overall 
cost of an integrated photonics assembly. We’re told the bidding process for the facility will take 
several months to establish. Photonics officials could not say today where exactly they’re 
planning this new facility to be located.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/23/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :45
Detailed Description: A new business opened its doors at Eastman Business Park today. Signa 
celebrated its grand opening of its new manufacturing plant. Signa is a chemical manufacturer 
and oil production company. The New York City based company was founded in 2007. Besides 
opening at the park today, the company was awarded $750,000 in tax credits in order to create 
new jobs. Signas products are used in everything from oil and gas recovery, to plastics and 
paper.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Sentry Safe has closed its doors. Today was the Pittsford-based company’s 
last day of operation. Hundreds of people have been laid off since the company announced one 
year ago that it planned on closing. Sentry Safe’s parent company, Master Lock, outsourced 
many of its jobs to Mexico. Other positions were moved to its headquarters in Wisconsin. The 
Rochester Chamber of Commerce says it will continue to help workers find new jobs in the area. 
Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Bob Duffy released a statement. It says in part, “The 
closing of Sentry Safe in Rochester and the loss of manufacturing jobs to Mexico is a sad 
reflection of the economic situation across our country. However, Rochester has shown its 
resiliency over the years when faced with similar job cuts at other companies.” Sentry Safe had 
been in Pittsford since 1930.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A 3.5 billion dollar industry here in New York State is about to get even 
bigger. We’re talking about craft beer, where we rank 4th in the country when it comes to 
economic impact. We first saw wineries sprouting up across the Finger Lakes region, more 
recently it’s been craft beer that started to create a buzz, one that Livingston County now wants 
to hop into. Bill Bacon is the director of economic development for Livingston County. He says 
the county has created a business plan competition called “Brew in Livingston.” It will invest 
upwards of $600,000 to establish four new breweries in the area. Paul Leone heads up the New 
York State Brewers Association. According to their data, New York State ranks in the top five 
states for beer production in the country. Bringing breweries to the area will help bolster what 
Bacon says are Livingston County’s strengths: agriculture and accessibility. Bacon hopes by this 
time next year, the winners of the competition will be able to hit the ground running. The 
competition itself is in the very early stages as they get financing together and prize packages. 
Though Livingston County has received around 15 business plans from people all over.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/30/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A ten story hotel planned for the port of Rochester is now a no-go. The city 
set a deadline for the developer, Edgewater Resources, to provide a financial plan for the 
property. The deadline was today. Instead of providing a plan, it asked for an extension. In 
response, the city decided not to move forward with Edgewater. A city spokeswoman says 
eventually something will be developed there. What exactly that is, has yet to be determined.  
The mayor has promised there will be ample opportunity for community input.

Community – Highlighting programs and people who strive to make our community vibrant, safe 
and informed.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/1/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Girl Scouts and Foodlink are teaming up. And it’s to help fight hunger in 
our area. The Second Annual Girl Scouts Fight Hunger Initiative kicked off today. Girl Scouts 
will learn about hunger issues in our community while also helping to collect food during the 



month of April. And the Girl Scouts wasted no time. They already started volunteering in the 
Foodlink warehouse. More than 160,000 people do not have access to healthy food in our region.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/5/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The eviction of a Rochester woman from her foreclosed home turned ugly 
today. The bank foreclosed on Elizabeth McGriff’s Cedarwood Terrace house months ago, and 
so far the local group Take Back the Land, has been able to successfully block all of her 
scheduled evictions. But today, Sheriff’s deputies and Rochester police showed up unannounced 
and were confronted by protesters. At least two people were arrested. Take back the land has 
been able to negotiate with banks on behalf of others in the same position. But McGriff said 
Midfirst Bank would not come to the table. The bank told McGriff she could keep the house if 
she paid $129,000. That includes her loan and fees. The property is assessed at $73,000. McGriff 
plans to stay with family.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/16/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: Hundreds laced up their sneakers and took part in the American Heart 
Association’s 26th Heart Walk and Run this morning at Frontier Field. Among those we are 
celebrating this year, our very own Scott Hetsko, who underwent a heart transplant in September. 
Scott walked and ran to raise money and we couldn’t be prouder.  This year 120 local companies 
and 80 family and friends teams participated. Organizers estimate walkers raised more than 700 
thousand dollars today for the American Heart Association. Those funds will be used to help 
critical heart research, education, community programs and awareness.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/19/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: A shortage of volunteer firefighter’s statewide means firehouses are 
stepping up their efforts to new recruits. In Monroe County, fire officials at the Brockport Fire 
Department are holding an open house this weekend to entice would-be volunteers to join them. 
Prospective volunteers can come try on the gear, talk to the firefighters, and find out what it’s 
like to help out their communities. For college aged students, joining the volunteer fire 
department also includes financial benefits, where the state will pay partial or whole tuition for 
firefighters at community colleges in New York.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/20/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: Susan B. Anthon was a champion in the mid 1800’s for human rights. She 
fought for women and was an anti-slavery advocate. Now the Treasury Department says you’ll 
see her face on the 10 dollar bill. Harriet Tubman, an Underground Railroad conductor who 
helped lead many slaves to safety, will be on the 20 dollar bill. Wednesday there was much 
celebration down the road at her house in Auburn, New York. The five dollar bill will honor 
leaders like Martin Luther King and Eleanor Roosevelt. The announcement is making big wave 
on social media. The Treasury Department says the anticipate the final concept designs for the 
new bills will all be unveiled in 2020 in conjunction with the 100th anniversary of the 19th 



Amendment, which granted women the right to vote. But officials in town say that date isn’t set 
in stone.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/21/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A bold plan by the Rochester School District would bring free high-speed 
internet to every home in the city. The plan would connect 90,000 houses in the city to a fiber 
network, at a cost of 90 million dollars. Who would pay for it? Taxpayers have already paid for 
fiber networks used by the city, school district and county. So the major cost comes from 
connecting homes to the network. The district applied for a state grant to foot the bill. It would 
also use money from the Smart Schools Bond Act and the vendor selected to build the network 
would kick in. Annmaire Lehner, the RCSD information technology officer said, “We are 
looking at providing 10 to 5 megabits for free to residents and then we would move up to a tiered 
approach, we would make that option available to residents that would like to increase their 
bandwidth. And since it’s a fiber to the home model that is up to 1 gig that would be available.” 
The district would not say how much it’s asking for from the state. If it gets the state grant, the 
deadline to finish the fiber project would be two and a half years from now.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/21/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: Looking to sell your home in the Rochester area? Experts say now is the 
time to do it. The Rochester Association of Realtors says the housing market is expected to have 
a banner year in 2016. So far this year, the seller’s market is off on the right foot. Although new 
listings have increased over the last year, there’s still not enough to keep up with the demand 
from buyers. GRAR President Toni Connors says this is because many longtime renters are now 
prepared to buy with mortgage rates staying low. Another recent trend in the Rochester housing 
market is seeing older buyers and empty-nesters downsizing into ranch-style homes and 
townhouses.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/22/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: The city of Rochester is collaborating with the Rochester City School 
District on a plan to provide every home in the city with high speed internet for free. The city 
and school district worked together to submit a grant to the state that, if approved, would help 
pay for the 90 million dollar cost of the project. Mark Murphy is hoping his company, Greenlight 
Networks, will win the contract if it’s approved. His is one of several companies in Rochester 
that provides fiber technology. If it’s a go, the project could be complete in two and a half years.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/24/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Monday marks the seventh anniversary of then 17-year-old Brittanee 
Drexel’s disappearance. Each year since, the Chili teenager’s family has held a vigil to hope and 
pray. The remembrance was held this year at Davis Park in Chili. That’s because these fields are 
where Brittanee Drexel played soccer for years. Since her disappearance, police in Myrtle Beach 
have had several leads, but no major breaks in her case. After seven years, the Drexel family is 
still seeking closure, and they aren’t giving up anytime soon. Brittanee’s mother Dawn Drexel 



moved to South Carolina to be closer to the investigation. She returned to Rochester last fall, but 
still keeps in touch with Myrtle Beach police, who have also not given up hope. The Drexel’s 
believe they will start to see some answers soon. That’s because new technology is helping to 
explore more options in the case, and they say the FBI is becoming more involved in the 
investigation. Though here at home, it’s Brittanee’s family and friends that help the Drexel’s 
remain hopeful which is why they’ll continue to light candles and prey, until they get that closure 
they’ve been seeking.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/29/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: It’s a first for Rochester. U.S. Attorney William Hochul was in town 
speaking about the inaugural National Reentry Week. Law enforcers and human service workers 
are trying to raise awareness of programs available to released convicts to help them better re-
integrate back into society. Hochul was joined by other officials and an individual who has been 
able to succeed through the program. April 24th through the 30th has been designated as National 
Reentry Week this year.

Program Title: News 8 at 4, 5 & 6pm Date: 5/2/16
Time: 4, 5 & 6pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: Today at WROC-TV we opened up our studios for a Safe Kids event. The 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children was on hand to give free ID kits. The kits 
include photographs and fingerprints. Afterward, families were invited to eat ice cream and meet 
the Channel 8 news crew.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/4/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Former Super Bowl champion, and East High School star Roland 
Williams, joined more than 50 cyclists tonight in Rochester for a special training session. The 
Conkey Cruiser Tour de Cure team hosted an 8 mile ride, starting on Conkey Avenue, in an 
effort to reach its goal of raising $10,000 for diabetes research and education. Riders traveled the 
newly developed El Camino trail on the city’s northeast side. The American Diabetes 
Association recently partnered with Excellus Blue Cross Blue Shield, which is sponsoring the 
team and will waive all registration fees for members of the Conkey Cruiser Tour de Cure team.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/5/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester Broadway Theatre League held its 18th annual Stars of 
Tomorrow recognition ceremony at the Auditorium Theatre. Stars of Tomorrow is a program 
that celebrates high school musical theatre productions in the Greater Rochester area in true 
Tony Award fashion. Tonight, students from 37 schools were recognized for their hard work. 
Areas of concentration are scored, and awards are given to schools or individuals with the 
highest scores within each category. News 8 has partnered with the Rochester Broadway Theatre 
League for the last five years.



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/6/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Lilac Festive kicked off at noon today with an opening ceremony. 
Monroe County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo and Rochester City Mayor Lovely Warren both spoke. 
The festival is in its 118th year. It’s the largest free 10-day festival of its kind in the U.S. The 
festival stretches through Sunday, May 15th. Over 500,000 folks are expected to visit Highland 
Park. Some folks got to take a free tree today. As part of the New York Tree Recovery 
Campaign, 1,000 trees were given out at the Lilac Festival. There were plenty of tree varieties 
like Red Maple and White Oak. The tree giveaway was part of an effort to replenish trees killed 
by an invasive beetle called the Emerald Ash Borer. The Arbor Day Foundation’s community 
tree recovery has helped give out almost 3 million trees since 2012.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A celebration tonight on the achievements of young minority men in the 
Rochester City School District. A local group at the University of Rochester has taken these 
students under their wing to prepare them academically and professionally. It was the third 
annual gala for the Minority Male Leadership Association. The group was celebrating the 
students they mentor ahead of their high school graduation. When a group of students at the 
University of Rochester discovered that the graduation rate for young men of color in the 
Rochester City School District was at an abysmal nine percent, they set out to make a difference. 
Four years later, their work has paid off in helping young men focus on their studies and earn 
their degree. Each year at the gala, the MMLA reviews their work, and that of the students, and 
sees an opportunity to grow. With the dozens of students at the gala tonight who were being 
celebrated ahead of their graduation, the MMLA will be accepting more students into their 
program this fall for the next school year. Right now many of those students are from Leadership 
Academy, but they want to branch out to more schools.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 5/11/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Mildred Williams started the group LASS, or Ladies Attaining Self 
Sufficiency, after seeing a need to reach out to sixth grade girls at Rochester’s School #35. Five 
leaders work with the girls, exposing them to as many colleges, careers, and positive role models 
they can. People in the community volunteer their time and expertise, like the dentist at 
Contemporary Dentistry. 20 young ladies took a behind the scenes look at a potential career on a 
visit to Contemporary Dentistry. Dr. Anne Belous said, “Because our office is mostly women. We 
are two women dentists, we have dental assistants that are women and hygienists so we wanted to 
give that information out to the girls that there are a lot of possibilities for women.” This is the 
seventh year for the program and the girls meet weekly from October to June. The group does not 
get any money from the school and raises all of its own funds through donations and grants. About 
40 girls apply to get into LASS each year, but only 20 are selected. It’s a big time commitment for 
the girls and the volunteers. 



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/11/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: One million dollars, cut from programs that help the homeless in Monroe 
County. The reason? Changes to how the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
provides funding. According to the Rochester “Homeless Continuum of Care,” a third of health 
and legal services will be eliminated, along with 40% of transitional housing. Local 
organizations say their funding for programs like case management that help people get not just 
shelter, but services to help them out of homelessness permanently, are the ones that will be most 
affected.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/11/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Members of the Rochester community are taking the plunge, rappelling 
down the side of the First Federal building to raise money for local Boy Scouting programs. New 
8’s Allison Warren was one of the few brave enough to take on the challenge. Members of the 
organization say the money raised is crucial to their operation. Stephen Hoit of the Boy Scouts of 
America said, “Everything from books and uniforms, advancement we’ll pay for camp for kids 
to go who can’t afford. We provide leadership for kids in the inner city who don’t have the 
ability to have volunteers to run programs for them.” After expenses, the Boy Scouts expect to 
raise about $70,000 this year.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/11/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Local Latino leaders and others from the community gathered tonight to 
report on the progress of an initiative designed to create positive change in the quality of life 
around Rochester. The meeting was held at the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center. La 
Cumbre, which is Spanish for “the Summit” is a nonpartisan forum that brings together people 
from a number of different professions and backgrounds who want to improve things like 
education, economic development, public safety and more. Tonight’s meeting comes after a 
three-year collaboration among local Latino organizations and many others. The group is open to 
anyone regardless of ethnicity or race.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/13/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Greece dentist Dr. Emilie Drumm opened her heart to the community 
today, providing free dental services to the underserved. Dr. Drumm hopes with a little bit of 
TLC, she can also help encourage people to continue caring for their teeth. 585-Dentist hopes to 
offer another Day of Compassion in the Fall.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/14/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A special centennial celebration of one of Rochester’s first community 
organizations. Tonight, the Maplewood YMCA celebrated not only 100 years, but raising more 
than half of its 75 million dollar goal for its “strengthening communities campaign.” As a gift 
from George Eastman, the YMCA was able to open in 1916. Since then, it has been offering 
many services that the community could access, regardless of people’s ability to pay. Funds 



raised as part of the strengthening communities campaign will go towards those services, like 
making the YMCA more accessible, improvement projects, endowment funds, and more.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/14/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Foodlink is springing into summer as part of its Summer Meals Fest. The 
festival has fun activities for kids and their parents. It’s also a chance for families to learn about 
all the summer programs that Rochester has to offer. Those programs not only include free meals 
throughout the summer, but summer camps and programs as well. The summer meals program 
begins after the school year in the last week of June. If families have any questions, you can call 
211 or go to summermealsroc.org. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 5/18/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: As the weather warms up, more and more bikes are hitting the streets. One 
group of committed volunteers is making sure that everyone in Rochester who needs a bike, has 
one. It’s called R Community Bikes. 15 years ago, Director Dan Lill wanted to give back to the 
community. Bikes were about the furthest thing from his mind. He said he started serving lunch 
at a soup kitchen and one day a man came in and asked if he could fix a flat tire. Lill says they 
have 160 volunteers who contribute about 16,000 hours a year. Now is the busiest time of the 
year for R Community Bikes. They give away about 100 bikes a week. They fund the shop 
through donations and the sale of some bikes. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 5/25/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: They are a group of dads going the extra mile for their kids. All Pro Dads 
meet once a month in 2 Rochester city schools. The program is turning out some extraordinary 
fathers. Parent Engagement Specialist at Healthi Kids Erick Stephens said, “It creates an 
environment where dads can come together and meet other fathers and learn skills to improve 
their parenting.” Fathers and their children work on lessons about things like healthy eating and 
life skills. They also work on improving their relationships. George Adams, an All Pro Dad said, 
“Dads all over the world are is not involved in what their children are doing in and out of school 
and it’s so important for us to take the time out to raise our children and see the people involved 
in our children’s life that so important.” George Adams owns a barber shop just down the street 
from the school. He thinks the program is so important, he’s offering free haircuts to the families 
that attend the meetings. Stephens said, “It’s encouraging to see other dads challenge other dads 
to come.” All Pro Dads is run by the Healthi Kids Program of the Greater Rochester Health 
Foundation.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/30/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: As Rochester tries to grow beyond its once storied, now struggling past, a 
glimmer of hope. More than a glimmer actually. A bright light atop a landmark, relit tonight after 
decades of darkness. There’s irony here. The Lomb Memorial was built in honor of the co-
founder of one of the city’s big three, Bausch and Lomb. But that company’s recent turmoil did 
not dim the enthusiasm surrounding tonight’s relighting ceremony. Rochester Mayor Warren 



says it’s a symbol of where Rochester is headed. Warren said, “Captain Lomb was a 
philanthropist, he believed in education, he believed in our city, and that’s why he invested so 
much here.” Lomb knew, like everybody here believes, that the future of the city of Rochester is 
bright. We asked Mayor Warren if there were plans to restore any other parks or memorials like 
this one. She says their eye is now on Washington Square Park and the city has grants out to 
restore other monuments as well.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/4/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Thousands of people are celebrating the 40th anniversary of Fairport Canal 
Days this weekend. But this year’s festival is special for another reason, its use of technology. 
Drones will be flying over the festival on demand to monitor emergencies. Fairport police 
partnered with a local company called Skeye Drone Aviation for these new security efforts. 
Police Chief Sam Farina says the use of UAV’s is where policing and public safety is headed in 
the future. Canal Days expects to draw upwards of 250,000 people to the village of Fairport this 
weekend. If you haven’t gotten the chance to go this year, the festival runs until five tomorrow 
evening.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/7/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: More than 200 leaders from across the country came to Rochester today 
for the Cityage conference. This conference is for folks to see how much Rochester has been 
able to accomplish by rebuilding downtown and cleaning up neighborhoods. The Cityage group 
goes to cities around the world. The group looks to understand how cities are rebuilding as more 
and more people move to metropolitan areas like Rochester. Miro Cernetig, the co-founder of 
Cityage said, “A major trend happening in the U.S., original cities are reinventing themselves, 
people are moving downtown, capital moving in, old buildings that are empty, people can be put 
there and companies can be put there.” By 2050, 85 percent of the population in North America 
will live in cities, according to a report by the United Nations.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 6/8/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Bessie Clifton is 88 years young as is like a grandmother to her entire 
neighborhood in the city’s southwest side. Miss Bessie, as she is known around here, is a 
founding member of the Cottage Street Block Club. Walks the streets as a member of the Pac 
Tac team, works on community gardens and much, much more. For nearly 4 decades, she has 
called this area home. And now she is being honored by Neighborworks Rochester with a 
Community Champion award. Not only is Miss Bessie working hard to keep the streets in her 
own neighborhood clean, she’s working on a new project that would help preserve the history of 
Rochester. It’s called Legacy Park Station. Miss Bessie is a storyteller of Rochester history and 
wants to create a reflective park space that would honor African Americans who made an impact 
in her neighborhood.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: News 8 is proud sponsor of the New York State Special Olympic Games. 
Our own John Kucko emceed the opening ceremony tonight on the College of Brockport 
campus. More than 1800 athletes and coaches have come from around the state for the 
competition. As a special treat, those athletes are staying in the dorms. More than $150,000 were 
raised by businesses like Wegmans and Walmart, and Monroe County to put the games on.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/17/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Our parent company Nexstar Broadcasting gave back in a big way today. 
Employees at its stations across the country gave their time to various charitable projects. The 
goal was 20,000 volunteer hours. Here at News 8, we gathered in our back parking lot to build a 
house.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Several hundred young men from the Rochester area were honored and 
given the opportunity to interact with role models throughout the community. Rochester Mayor 
Lovely Warren hosted the first annual Distinguished Gentleman’s event at the Blue Cross Arena 
this evening. Local male role models connected with 200 young men who were selected for the 
event after writing an essay on what being a Distinguished Gentleman means to them. News 8’s 
Adam Chodak was also part of tonight’s event, serving as one of the many role models to the 
Distinguished Gentleman.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A call to action in the Rochester community to stop the violence. This 
morning local groups held a conference on reducing violence in the community. Some of the 
components involved giving strategies for better ways to cope with anger, and reinforcing that 
there are consequences to violent actions. REOC Executive Director Roosevelt Mareus says 
there’s a great need for mentors of young people in the community. Roosevelt said, “If 
somebody has offended you, talk to somebody. Talk to somebody who’s going to help you, not 
push you towards violence, you know? Reach out to your mentors, reach out to your community 
leaders and let them know what’s going on.” Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren was at the event 
today. She says although numbers are down when it comes to recent violence in the city, there’s 
still more work to be done.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/24/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today marks the beginning of the Xerox Rochester International Jazz 
Festival in Rochester. The 10 day festival is one of the biggest events of the year for the city 
economically, and draws massive crowds from all over the world. Over the next 10 days, 
hundreds of thousands of people are expected to make their way downtown for hundreds of 
performances. 



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/25/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: The 12th Women Build for Habitat for Humanity is in the books. More 
than 20 women volunteers from all over Rochester came together to raise the wall for 213 
Orange Street this morning. The house was made possible by Peer-to-Peer donations from more 
than 400 donors. The teams of women have currently raised more than $44,000 toward their 
$65,000 goal.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/29/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :45
Detailed Description: A group of bicyclists got quite a bit of attention while stopping in Fairport. 
They are with an advocacy group called “Our Abilities.” They are biking more than 350 miles 
along the Erie Canal to promote the inclusion of people with disabilities into the community. 
One of the organizers says while the ride is challenging, it doesn’t compare to struggles people 
go through every day. This is the fourth year of the “Our Abilities” ride.

Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Violent crimes and non-
violent crimes. Police and community efforts to fight crime.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/2/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: We are learning more details about last night’s shooting involving a 
Rochester police officer. Officer Joseph Ferrigno, an 8 year veteran of the force, fired his service 
weapon when police say the suspect fired at him first. It happened on Immel Street, just off Jay 
Street on the city’s West Side. Police say Officer Ferrigno fired three to four shots at the suspect, 
injuring him. The suspect’s name is not being released. Police found a 9 millimeter semi-
automatic handgun next to the suspect. Police say they plan to file charges against the suspect. 
An internal investigation is also underway. Officer Ferrigno has been assigned to administrative 
duties pending an internal review.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/4/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The mayor of Rochester, addressing concerns after a string of violence in 
the city. Last week, there were three homicides in the span of two days. And, police say an 
officer shot a man, after getting fired at during a traffic stop. She says despite the city’s budget 
gap, her administration is doing everything it can to make sure officers have enough resources. 
She also talked about the leader of the police union, and the five-section patrol model. Police 
have not released any new information on the homicides or the officer-involved shooting. The 
Rochester Police Union President, Mike Mazzeo, released a statement saying the mayor did not 
address the level of violence in the city. He also said, “We have consistently supported the five-
section model. Our issues are with the mayor’s failure to adequately staff the RPD and the 
inexcusable delay in establishing the five section offices in the community.”



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/6/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: Gun violence is way up in the city of Rochester. That’s according to crime 
statistics released today. The data is for 2015. Overall, though, serious crime is down in Rochester. 
It’s a 25 year low. But shootings are up. Last year 225 people were shot in Rochester. That’s a 20 
percent increase over the year before. Shannel Anderson-Edwards was among the few random 
targets. She was shot in August while walking from the store. Most victims and suspects know 
each other. Police say gun crimes remain a big challenge. Rapes, robberies and burglaries were 
down in 2015. Homicides were up by one.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/6/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: There’s been a new development in the search for the driver that hit a 
Penfield man and left him on the side of the road. Ryan Pettrone is that driver. He took a plea 
deal in a Rochester court room today. Pettrone admitted to hitting Michael Frisch as he rode his 
bike to work on Empire Boulevard back in October. Police found the damaged car in Pettrone’s 
garage. Pettrone is facing five years’ probation and 8 weekends in jail. Both Frisch’s family and 
investigators feel this was an unfair sentence for a difficult case. Investigators said this was a 
lengthy process as Pettrone lawyered up early on in the investigation, and there were no 
witnesses. While there was a number of circumstantial evidence tying Pettrone to the hit and run, 
one thing that could not be proven in court was that Pettrone was drunk when he hit Frisch. Had 
that evidence been substantial Pettrone would be facing more charges and a tougher sentence, 
but for now the investigators and Frisch family are glad to see someone being held accountable 
for the hit and run after nearly six months without closure. Pettrone will be back here in court 
July 25th for his sentencing. We asked Pettrone and his attorney today for comment and they 
declined.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A Brooklyn man who allegedly attacked a state police trooper during a 
routine traffic stop remains in the hospital. 19-year-old Tyshawn Jones was shot three times by 
the trooper, who was also seriously injured. Jones was pulled over late last night on Routes 5 and 
20 in Lima, Livingston County. Police say for reasons they do not yet know, Jones got out of his 
car and punched the trooper repeatedly in the face and head. The trooper then fired his weapon, 
hitting Jones in the abdomen and the shoulder. The trooper who shot Jones suffered a broken eye 
socket, bruises and a concussion. He was treated at the hospital and is now on medical leave. 
Police say they found a small amount of marijuana in his car, which was rental. At last word he 
was in guarded condition at Strong Hospital. Police say, charges against him are pending.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/21/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: The Supreme Court heard arguments on a Minnesota law that makes it a 
crime to skip a Breathalyzer test. If overturned it wouldn’t directly affect New Yorkers, but if it 
is not overturned a precedent could be set that would allow states, including New York, to make 
it a crime to refuse the breath test after being pulled over. In 2015, over 2,500 people were 
arrested for DUI in Monroe County. Almost 600 of them refused to take a Breathalyzer. In New 



York, you cannot be charged for refusing a breath test, but refusal means you will lose their 
license for a year. Gates Police Chief James Vanbrederode said, “I don’t even think people 
should have the right to refuse. I think driving in New York is a privilege. It’s a right that you are 
given. And if we tell you this is what you need to abide by, a person stops you, your shouldn’t 
have the option to refuse the test, at all.” We spoke to one DUI defense attorney today who says 
if you have the opportunity, call a lawyer before taking a breath test.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/22/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Monroe County Sheriff’s Deputies say 54-year-old James Cooper, of 
Rochester, has been arrested for the break in of two cars yesterday at Mendon Ponds Park. 
Cooper had been out on parole. Deputies say they found stolen items in his car. They believe he 
is responsible for break-ins at other parks.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/24/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: New York state police say they’ve cracked a case of swatting. It’s a hoax 
emergency call, designed to initiate a SWAT team response from police. Police say Fernando 
Luna is an online gamer who went by the game tags Surly, Sarcastic, and Lord Chlozy. In real 
time, they say he terrorized a Victor family when he faked a call to 911. After two years and four 
threatening phone calls, 23-year-old Fernando Luna of Allentown, Pennsylvania is finally under 
arrest. In October 2014, a SWAT team responded to a house on Dryer Road in Victor. After 
receiving a 911 call from someone who said he’d just murdered his parents, and barricaded 
himself in his home. It turned out to be a hoax, and police always believed a gamer was possible. 
In the world of online video gaming, people face off with opponents they may never see. But for 
years now, sore losers have resorted to something they call swatting. They call police to 
someone’s home and report an active shooter. The resulting response is a waste of taxpayer 
dollars, and police say it takes resources away from other people who could use it. In the case in 
Victor, police say Luna made at least one of the 911 calls via Skype, making the call untraceable. 
But the Victor resident who was the target of the swatting calls, had been cyber-bullied in 
gaming chat rooms and police say Luna was one of the users. Luna was arrested Friday, and 
reported to State Police in Canandaigua on Friday. Congress is considering a bill that would 
increase the penalties for Swatting. Senator Chuck Schumer introduced the legislation last year. 
Schumer’s bill would increase jail time, require restitution for the cost of police response, and 
close a loophole on internet phone calls, to make it a crime to disguise your caller ID to police.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/28/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Body cameras are on their way to our area. The plan is to have Rochester 
police start wearing them this summer. But questions of when they should be turned on and how 
all the video will be stored remain. While that gets worked out, a former RIT student is suing 
RPD over an incident that a local official thinks could have been straightened out had body 
cameras captured it.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/2/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Patrol officers in the Brighton Police Department are now wearing body 
cameras. The department contracted for five years with Tazer International to provide 37 hi-
resolution body cameras, digital docking bays, and evidence storage. The cameras won’t be 
active at all times, but officers and investigators are being asked to hit record at the start of any 
enforcement action. The body cameras cost the police department around $165,000. Seized 
assets helped pay for about half the cost, along with grants. This summer, the Rochester Police 
Department will be implementing its own officer-worn body camera program.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/3/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The city of Rochester and some business owners on South Clinton Street 
say panhandling has become a constant problem. There is a law in Rochester which prohibits 
aggressive panhandling. The law says a panhandler cannot touch you or come within an arm’s 
length. They also cannot come within 20 feet of an ATM or solicit in a parking garage. But that 
doesn’t always work. Recently, two people were arrested for “aggressive panhandling” in the 
city. So what can you do? City councilmember Carolee Conklin said, “Don’t give anybody 
money. I would not engage in conversation. If they come near the door make sure the window is 
up and the door is locked.” Rochester police did not talk to us today on camera, but they say if 
you are bothered by a panhandler, report it. They need to know because sometimes it can get in 
the way of traffic.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/6/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: The men who schemed to defraud Monroe County taxpayers out of 
millions of dollars were sentenced today. This puts an end to the local development corporation 
scandal, which involved major county contracts. Nelson Rivera was sentenced to five years’ 
probation and ordered to pay more than $61,000 in restitution. John Maggio received a one year 
conditional discharge and will serve 200 hours of community service. Dan Lynch is facing a 
sentence of 2 1/3-7 years in prison and a fine just over $600,000. He was very emotional in court 
as he apologized to the taxpayers, his family and friends. Robert Wiesner, the husband of former 
Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks was sentenced earlier this year to a three year 
conditional discharge and a $5,000 fine.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/11/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A state prison inmate testified today he is responsible for a 2001 murder, 
not the man currently imprisoned for the crime. Angel Carrasquillo took the stand in a hearing 
today at the Hall of Justice and said he killed Miguel Cruz. But another man, Jose Torres, was 
convicted of the murder and is service 25 to life. A judge will decide if Carrasquillo’s confession 
is enough to set aside the jury’s verdict in Torres’ trial. The hearing continues tomorrow. An 
expert witness for the defense will testify that Carrasquillo, who is serving life without parole for 
a separate homicide, does have something to lose with his admission.



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/12/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A local woman is suing the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office, claiming she 
was the victim of excessive force. The incident was captured on surveillance video inside the 
county jail. In the video, Jennifer Merrow is entering the booking room at the jail in December 
2014 after her arrest for D.W.I. In the lower left hand corner a female deputy approaches and the 
fight begins. Six deputies can be seen restraining Merrow. A spokesman for the Monroe County 
Sheriff’s Office told us over the phone, “The video shows the woman kicking a deputy. It’s 
straight forward.” Merrow’s attorney says it’s more complicated than that. Merrow was 
convicted of D.W.I. and assaulting a deputy. Merrow’s attorney handling the civil case says they 
have not come up with a figure yet for damages. We reached out to Merrow but have not heard 
back yet.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/12/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: After two days of testimony, we’ll have to wait to find out if a Rochester 
man’s murder conviction will be overturned. Jose Torres was convicted based in large part on his 
confession to the shooting of Miguel Cruz on July 4, 2001 on Hollister Street. But Torres says he 
doesn’t remember confession and was drunk and high at the time. Years later, a new witness 
ID’d Angel Carrasquillo as the real killer. Carrasquillo took the stand and said he shot Cruz three 
times. The judge, who also presided over Torres’ 2002 trial, will likely compare the trial 
transcript and the testimony of this hearing. The lawyers on both sides will issue written closing 
arguments to the judge next month. The judge is expected to make a decision on whether to set 
aside Torres’ conviction in July.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/17/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:45
Detailed Description: It may not seem like it, but Rochester is only about 20 miles from the 
border with Canada. The unprotected waters of Lake Ontario provide a big challenge for border 
patrol. U.S. Customs and Border Protection know how to showboat. And if you see one of the 
vessels, your first reaction is to call them “Border patrol boats.” Well technically that’s not right. 
Border Patrol is rarely on the water and around Rochester, they monitor the coast. Border Patrol 
is one of three branches of Customs and Border Protection or CBP. There is the office of field 
operations. These are the agents you see at the airport. They also have ALF, an expert at sniffing 
out narcotics. Their primary mission is preventing the entrance of terrorists and terrorist weapons 
in the area. Then there is the air and Marine Operations better known as the people with all the 
toys, including a helicopter. When it comes to covering Lake Ontario, CBP has to patrol over 
3,000 square nautical miles. Lake Ontario provides unique challenges for CBP agents trying to 
keep the country safe. While some of them are Border Patrol agents, most aren’t but, all are U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection Agents, a name they would love everyone to call them.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Both the suspect and the officer who shot him in Seneca Park yesterday are 
out of the hospital tonight. 24-year-old Andrew Kappesser of Waterloo is charged with attempted 
assault on a police officer. He’s accused of running over Officer Adam Brodsky with a stolen 



car, while Brodsky was trying to arrest him. Police say these incidents are happening more 
frequently, but police union president Mike Mazzeo said he thinks it’s not an officer related 
issue. Mazzeo believes it’s a shift in culture and attitudes towards police on a national level, 
saying that the people spewing anti-law enforcement rhetoric are just louder than those people 
who respect the police. Mazzeo said, “Recently we put a survey out that said that 90 percent of 
our officers feared for their safety in what they do, it’s difficult times, it’s a great concern.” The 
officer involved is on administrative leave pending the outcome of a review of the shooting. He 
was hired in Rochester last year, prior to that he was a police officer in Buffalo, where a civil suit 
alleging excessive force is pending against him.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/24/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Whether reports of a shooter targeting cars on Interstate 390 a couple of 
summers ago, or the October hit and run in Webster that left Michael Frisch with brain trauma 
and a severe spinal cord injury, hundreds of cases a year are investigated in fine detail at Monroe 
County’s crime lab. The scientific analysis of physical evidence for 50 to 100 police agencies, in 
8 counties, happens inside the walls of the Monroe County crime lab. The crime lab houses 
multiple forensics sections, including firearms and a vehicle examination bay. Inside the lab’s 
gun reference library, there are 1,500 firearms for study, most came in as evidence at one time. 
Monroe County Crime Lab Director John Clark said, “If a firearms examiner was to get a case 
where there was a firearm somebody was trying to destroy or alter, it’s not working anymore, the 
firearms examiner, if we have a similar weapon, can use the parts from the reference gun to 
restore the evidence gun to working order so that he or she can now test fire that weapon.” Some 
two dozen forensic scientists analyzing up to 4,000 cases a year, helping to ensure justice is 
served.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/6/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: A scathing report released today shows chronic complacency and systemic 
failures were among the things that allowed two convicted murderers to escape from the Clinton 
Correctional facility last year. According to the report, there were ongoing issues, such as failing 
to search employee’s bags at the front gate. Inmate cell sweeps were inadequate, and there was a 
lack of night counts, along with poor inmate supervision. State Senator Betty Little, who 
represents the district in which the prison is in, says there’s lessons to be learned from this. The 
IG’s office has also created a specialized team to independently audit and monitor prisons across 
the state. Inmate Richard Matt was shot and killed twenty days after the escape. David Sweat 
was shot and captured two days later.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/9/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: Johnny Blackshell Junior guilty of murder. The verdict read aloud today. 
He gunned down Raekwon Manigault, Johnny Johnson Jr, and Jonah Barley, outside of the Boys 
and Girls Club of Rochester last August. The jury determined Blackshell was guilty of three 
counts of first degree murder, assault charges and weapons charges. When the first part of the 
verdict was read, the families of the victims knew Johnny Blackshell would be going to prison 



for a long time. The two other men believed to be in the car that night with Blackshell, Michael 
Mathis and Jalen Everet, have trials scheduled for later this summer.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: A man serving time for the attempted murder of a Rochester police officer 
is set to be released. The state Department of Corrections says Tyquan Rivera is expected to be 
set free on July ninth. It’s all because of a statute that says an inmate can receive conditional 
release after serving two-thirds of their maximum sentence. Following his release, Rivera will 
move to an approved residence in Erie County. He will remain on parole until January 2019. 
Rivera was just 14 years old when he shot Officer Anthony DiPonzio in 2009. Rivera was 
sentenced to a maximum of ten years in prison. He was denied parole three times.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/10/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Today we’re hearing reaction from law enforcement and law makers about 
the expected early release of Tyquan Rivera from prison. Rivera was just 14 in 2009 when he 
shot a Rochester police officer in the head. That officer, Anthony DiPonzio, survived and still 
works with the RPD. When Tyquan is released he will have served just over 6 years of what 
could be a 10 year sentence. Police Chief Michael Ciminelli says the consequence doesn’t fit the 
crime. Rivera will be released next month because of good behavior, and a state statute that 
allows convicts to be conditionally released after serving 60 percent of their sentence.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/12/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:30
Detailed Description: A gunman opened fire nearly 24 hours ago inside a gay nightclub in 
Orlando. 50 people are dead. 53 injured. The gunman, a U.S. citizen who reportedly pledged his 
allegiance to ISIS. The used an assault rifle in the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history. There 
is an outpouring of sorrow and condemnation in Rochester tonight. Form the Muslim 
community, the gay and lesbian community, and local lawmakers. Rochester police are 
increasing security around LGBT bars and nightclubs like the Bachelor Forum on University 
Avenue. Though owner Peter Mohr says they are staying open tonight in support of the 
community and those affected by this tragedy.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/17/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Three shootings in one Rochester neighborhood in less than three weeks. 
The most recent one, a homicide. Today, a man on a motorcycle was killed on the corner of Otis 
and Sherman streets, near School 54. Police have identified him as 38-year-old Efrain Orta, 
Junior. Yesterday, a man was shot a few blocks away on Sherman Street. There was also another 
shooting on that street on June 4th. Police say the shootings in the neighborhood are not 
connected and the man who was killed today appears to have been targeted. So far no suspects 
have been arrested. With this latest shooting, some in the neighborhood are asking for police to 
be around more often. The Rochester Police Department said they will be increasing patrols 
around this area. We received a letter from the school district saying the victim was a father of 
two children at School 54, a fourth and sixth grader.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Livingston County Sheriff’s Office will be taking to the skies with its 
newest piece of equipment: drones. They are the first local law enforcement to use drones. We’re 
told deputies can use them for search and rescue missions, gathering evidence, and active shooter 
scenarios. The sheriff believes soon, all law enforcement departments will be using drones. The 
sheriff says the drones will not be used for surveillance. The Livingston County Sheriff’s 
Department has two drones. Three deputies are trained as pilots.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A former Henrietta gun shop owner is one of the three arrested. Kordell 
Jackson and two of his employees are all charged with felonies. State police say they sold more 
than 100 rifles now defined as assault weapons by the New York State Safe Act and illegal in 
New York State. The guns were similar to the one used in the Orlando massacre, and event that 
has touched off another nationwide debate over gun control. Tonight Rochester Mayor Lovely 
Warren hosted a meeting on gun violence to review possible solutions beyond gun legislation. 
Mayor Warren said it’s about getting to the heart of the person pulling the trigger, and figuring 
out, why? She says this is not something that only affects Rochester, there needs to be a 
nationwide solution. Already working towards a solution are law enforcement, community 
groups and the clergy. Rochester police say a lot of gun violence we see in Rochester is a result 
of retaliation from disputes. They also point out almost all of the guns taken off the street over 
the last few years were illegally possessed.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/23/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: Project Tips hosted its first event for the year today. Project Tips stands for 
trust, information, programs and services. Law enforcement and community agencies work in 
different neighborhoods throughout the summer. They go door-to-door and ask folks about their 
quality of life. They then let folks know about different services that could be of some use. The 
group today met near Genesee Street and Samuel McCree Way. The location was chosen 
because of the mass shooting outside the Boys and Girls Club last summer.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/23/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: A parolee convicted of shooting into a crowd of people inside the Gates 
Pub in April of last year, is headed back to prison. Today 31 year-old David Alligood was 
sentenced to a minimum of 40 years in prison. Alligood killed one man, Ricky Jones, and 
wounded six others. After sentencing, tensions boiled over outside the courtroom between 
members of both the Jones and Alligood families. The Sheriff’s Office tells us four people were 
arrested. Inside the courtroom the judge called Alligood a thug and a coward saying, “I have a 
duty to this community to put you away for a long time.” The Gates police chief called this 
situation a complete failure of the parole system, as Alligood was on probation last year when 
the shooting took place. Alligood’s attorney says he will appeal.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/28/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: A well-known attorney in Genesee County has admitted to stealing tens of 
thousands of dollars from an elderly client. Randolph Zickl is himself elderly, at 81 years old. 
But he still practiced law, and up until recently, headed the county’s office of legal assistance. 
On Friday, Zickl pleaded guilty to felony grand larceny. Experts at Lifespan say this type of 
elder abuse happens much more often than we think it does. In many way, Zickl fits the profile 
of someone who steals from the elderly. Lifespan says, “Most frequently, individuals who have 
access to another person’s finances, often a family member or someone who’s trusted in their 
social network misuses the money.” Zickl will be back in court in Genesee County for a 
sentencing on September 20th. If he does pay the full restitution before that date, he may get 
probation because of his age. Lifespan says if you or someone you know might be the victim of 
any type of elder abuse to give them a call.

Economy – topics covered under this issue include: State budget, cost of living, poverty, job 
market, development projects and personal finances.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/1/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New York state lawmakers agreed to a 15-dollar-an-hour minimum wage - 
with a catch. In New York City it'll be 15-dollars an hour in 3 years, 4 years if the business has 
fewer than 10 employees. In Long Island and Westchester, minimum wage will get to $15 in 6 
years. The rest of New York State, 5 years to $12.50 an hour, then "indexed" to 15, which means 
the state will then determine an appropriate time table. One Stop Supply is a Rochester janitorial 
service. About two-thirds of the workers earn minimum wage. The owner Harry Powell says he's 
grateful upstate was separated from downstate on this issue. “The minimum wage, it does need 
to go up. It's low. Did it need to go up to 15? No. But $12.50 is probably a good middle ground.” 
The budget deal also includes 12 weeks of paid family leave, what Governor Cuomo calls the 
longest period in the country, funded by employee contributions.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 4/4/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:20
Detailed Description: CPA Matt Bryant is back with us today. We’re talking about saving and 
spending your income tax refund. Obviously we want that refund, for sure. The question is what 
to do with it. What's your top priority? Matt says the top priority would be to pay down high-
interest debt. If you have debt out there on twelve percent interest, paying down that debt will 
save you twelve percent interest for next year. What about saving for the future though? An 
individual retirement account, also an I-R-A, is a great vehicle to save for retirement. It has tax 
advantages over a private equity account. An option of maybe saving for college if you've got 
kids is the 529 Plan. Any investments to the 529 Plan grow tax-free. When you take the money 
out later, it's a tax-free use for qualified education expenses. And we ought to be thinking about 
an emergency fund. Having a little bit of money aside is great, when you have an emergency 
repair, like a car repair, or something for that home. What are some good options when it comes 
to spending our refund? If you have a large purchase coming up, like furniture or an appliance, a 
tax refund could help with a big down payment, or maybe pay it off in full. Vacations are a great 
idea. If trips are in the future-- a big trip, maybe put on a down payment, or for a small trip, 



getting out. It's great to get out and recharge. Improvements around the home is another great 
opportunity. You can enjoy the home improvements while you're living there. And then if you 
sell it, it could increase its value. There's charitable contributions. If you're able to find a 
registered charity, you're able to get a benefit that helps others, and maybe a tax benefit that'll 
help you next year. A trusted certified public accountant can go a great job helping you to take 
full advantage of the tax benefits available to you, and that could increase your refund.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 4/11/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:50
Detailed Description: CPA Jacqueline Tepfer is back with this morning. Jacqueline from the 
EFPR Group, and we're talking about last minute tax-filing tips. Here's that stat that's amazing to 
me. Almost a quarter of Americans will wait until the last two weeks to get their tax return put 
together and filed. I guess the question at that point is what about these last minute tips? Do you 
have any last minute advice for them? My last minute filing tax tips would be, be aware of any 
credits or deductions. Make sure you review the numbers and signatures on your return. 
Understand the extension rules and e-file your return if you can. Always make sure to double-
check your return; the numbers, the signatures. You don't want an incorrect Social Security 
Number or bad banking information, because stuff like that could delay your return, reject it or 
cause an audit. Those are the types of things you really want to review at the end of it. If you're 
worried that you're not going to complete your return on time, just make sure that you file the 
extension form 4868 by April 18th and that'll get you a six-month extension to file. An extension 
to file your tax return is not an extension to pay the taxes you actually owe. If you're worried 
about paying your taxes, don't delay filing it, just file your return on time and you can set up a 
payment plan with the I-R-S. For final thoughts, I would say electronically file your return if you 
can. Once submitted through e-filing, it'll be to the I-R-S, and the refund process is usually 
around twenty one days. If you send it through some of the old fashion ways -- through the mail, 
by paper -- it could take up to six weeks.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/12/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: One issue that’s come up in the presidential race is equal pay for women. 
It’s front and center today, because according to the National Committee on Pay Equity, this is 
the date that symbolizes how far into the year women must work to earn what men earned in the 
previous year. A local organization called the Coalition on Pay Equity is not only tackling wage 
gaps, but also equal benefits and advancement opportunities for women. The coalition says wage 
gaps leave women earning a median of nearly $11,000 less than men per year. The state 
Assembly recently passed a set of bills that would make it illegal for employers to pay workers 
in the same job different wages because of sex and race. The bill is now before the Senate.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/17/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Tomorrow is the deadline to file your taxes. Taxpayers were given an 
additional three days this year to get their filings in order. It turns out many people are taking 
advantage of this extra time. It's the busiest time of year for accountants -- the days before the tax 
deadline. Many of them will be working through tomorrow to file everything on time for last-
minute clients. On a warm spring night in Rochester when many people could be seen outside 



and enjoying the weather -- CPA's like Pete Klee were stuck at their offices, preparing for the 
looming deadline for tax filings.  Klee's had his own business for more than thirty years. He says 
every year around ten-percent of his clients give him their tax forms within days of the deadline. 
His clients aren't alone in their procrastination. IRS data from last year shows more than 21-
million Americans waited to file within a week of the April deadline. But not those we spoke 
with Sunday. Klee says some clients can't file as soon as they get their W-2's. Waiting on tax 
information from investments like the stock market or mutual funds can cause delay. For Klee, 
the last-minute filings are heavily outweighed by the number of clients requesting an extension.  
Klee said, if you owe money, you should send a check. The extension doesn't other than you 
notify the government you're going to be late in filing. But if you owe money, then the penalties 
and fees would add up." So that leaves Klee -- and his colleagues -- with more long nights at the 
office come mid-October when those filings are submitted.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 4/18/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:45
Detailed Description: CPA Dave Young is back with us.  A lot of folks think about April 15th as 
the big day, but it's actually the 18th -- today -- that is the tax-filing deadline. Right, today is the 
date. It's not as exciting as an NCAA Tournament but the clock is running out! Today you have 
to do two things; you either have to file your return or file your extension. Those who are not 
going to get their return done on time, they have to file an extension? There’s a couple of ways to 
do that. First of all, if you're a New York State resident, you're going to file an extension both for 
the IRS and New York. Both of them you can do online, or you can download a 4868, which is 
the form for the IRS, or you can download a similar form, an IT 370, for New York State. You 
can use your software to file an extension, or you can use your tax preparer and he or she can file 
a tax extension for you. Both federal and state; you have to download an extension for each. The 
biggest thing is an extension is an extension of time to file, not to pay. You need to get an 
estimate of how much you owe. You want to gather all your W-2s and all your documents to 
know how much you've had withheld. You basically have to figure out how much you think 
you're going to owe, and I would save a little bit more so you have some cushion. You've got to 
make sure you pay by today everything you owe to both the IRS and New York State. There is 
no delaying. The penalty can be severe. It can be up to five percent, so if you wait up until 
tomorrow and you owe money, you're going to owe a five percent penalty. If you owe and you 
cannot pay, both the federal and state government can work out a payment agreement with you. 
You can work that out by going online to the irs.gov website. You can work out a payment 
agreement that way. You can send in what you have today. The IRS will gladly send you a letter 
and you'll have to respond to that letter, call up the phone number on that letter and work out a 
payment agreement.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 4/21/16
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Good news for those looking to sell their homes in the Rochester market. 
New data unveiled today shows closed sales went up nearly 16-percent over the last year.  One 
of the reasons for the boost in sales from this time last year is due to the mild winter we had. 
Greater Rochester Association of Realtors President Toni Connors says those looking to buy are 
happy with low interest rates and are prepared to buy. This is leading to sellers getting multiple 
offers on their homes other new trends this year -- long-time renters are becoming first-time 



buyers due to low mortgage rates. Older buyers and empty-nesters looking to downsize are 
moving into ranch-style homes and townhouses.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 4/25/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:45
Detailed Description: CPA Tom Walpole says it's never too early to start thinking about next tax 
season. One thing you want to do is you want to stay organized for the next year. Keep track of 
all your expenses. Plan ahead for changes that may occur during the year. Save money in case 
you have taxes for the next year. Those are the kinds of things that you want to do. Keep a file 
and put things in them as you come along during the year. If you do things digitally, when you 
do a transaction, print it to P-D-F and just toss it in that file. It's going to save a lot of time later 
on and it's going to save you some angst digging for stuff. Life changes are things that people 
should really think about. You may get married, you may buy a house, and you may have a child 
going away to college. All those things are going to change your taxes next year, so keep track of 
those things or keep them in mind. Let's say you're going to get married during the year. You 
used to be filing "single;" now you're "married with a spouse," and you don't if it's going to be 
better to file joint or not. You should do some planning on that. If you have to adjust your 
holdings up or down, you want to do it as soon as you can. Take a look at these things and plan 
ahead for those types of items. Stay prepared and look for bonuses. Stay in touch with your 
preparer, and I would say after six or seven months, have a pseudo return done by your tax 
preparer to see if you're on track or not, so you're not going to have any surprises. It's going give 
you time to change at the end of the year.

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 4/29/16
Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The president of Monroe Community College will now play an even 
bigger role in our community. The governor named Anne Kress co-chair of the Finger Lakes 
Economic Development Council. Kress has led MCC for 7 years now. Her big focus is getting 
people, especially those in poverty, ready for the workforce. Kress replaces University of 
Rochester President Joel Seligman. The council steers money for economic development projects 
in the region.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 5/4/16
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: Rochester apparently has the slowest growing economy in the U.S. That's 
according to a report from the U.S. Bureau of Labor statistics. Behind Rochester are Pittsburgh 
and Buffalo. Rochester employment has declined nearly a full percentage point with the past 
year. That's a continuing trend as the employment rate in the city has been declining since 2010. 
Nationally, private sector jobs took an unexpected fall in April. According to payroll firm ADP 
employers only added a net of 156,000 jobs last month. That's the weakest job growth report 
since March of 2013. Many experts are citing the sluggish financial market as the reason for the 
slowdown.



Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 5/9/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:20
Detailed Description: Matt Bryant, the President of the Rochester Chapter of the New York State 
Society of Certified Public Accountants was in studio to talk about what are good financial gifts 
for graduates. He said a great idea is a session with a financial advisor. A financial advisor can 
teach a graduate how to live within their means, use a budget, and start saving for retirement 
early. There are a lot of great books out there as well. A book can be helpful to a graduate. They 
can use it throughout their life for reference. Another great idea is to buy them stock in a 
company. It's a really good way for a graduate to learn how the market works by tracking a 
stock. When you have a financial incentive involved, it normally gets your attention a little bit 
higher. What about planning for retirement as well? A good idea is to open an Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA). You can put money into it for the graduate, and then they can use it 
throughout their life to save for retirement as well. Other ideas for gifts for college graduates this 
season would be gift cards to movies or concert tickets or the theatre. It really makes it an easy 
night out if you don't have to come up with the money to pay for it.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: Lowering a student loan payment may be only one phone call away. That 
was proven today at New 8 during our project called Dial Down Debt. A panel of experts took 
calls and questions for an hour and a half. We talked about college debt as a national concern and 
it is. But for many the concern rests at home, on their kitchen counter, strewn with unpaid bills. 
Robert Jacob works for Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Rochester. He and three of his 
fellow consultants spent the evening at News 8 giving callers advice. There are a sea of 
graduates looking for some relief but addressing many great concern often begins with a phone 
call and a suggestion.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/13/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The mayor unveiled her 2016-2017 budget today. The total spending plan 
is nearly 517 million dollars, up 2 percent. But property taxes are going down 1 percent, equaling 
a savings of nearly $16 for the average city homeowner. The city plans to hire 20 police officers 
next fiscal year. But the budget adds only one additional position. The department has struggled 
with filling vacancies, and it needs these officers more than ever. The city closed a 41 million 
dollar budget gap. It helped that property values went up 4 percent in the latest reassessment, 
which is done every four years.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 5/16/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:20
Detailed Description: Today our guest is Jamie Block, Certified Financial Planner and Rochester 
Chapter member of the New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants. As part of the 
Society's Get Money Smart financial literacy initiative, Jamie is here to tell us reasons why you 
should consider purchasing long-term care insurance. While you are required by law to have 
homeowners and car insurance, long-term disability is voluntary.  According to the Council for 
Disability Awareness, just over 1 in 4 of today's 20 year-olds will become disabled before they 
retire.  That is a huge number! New York State does have a short-term disability option, but it 



only lasts for a maximum of 26 weeks.  Once the 7-day wait period is met, the benefits paid are 
50% of claimant's average weekly wage, but no more than $170/week. So, if you make more 
than $8.50/hour for a 40-hour week, you will be capped by the New York State maximum of 
$170? While New York State short-term disability policy is better than nothing, most families 
cannot live on that alone.  Especially if their disability lasts more than 26 weeks.  That is why 
individuals should consider purchasing a long-term disability policy. Long-term disability 
policies typically pay up to 60% of the individual's wages and are not capped.  They also can pay 
benefits up to age 65. Wait periods are important.  This is the amount of time that must lapse 
before any benefits are paid.  During this time period, you will need to utilize that emergency 
fund that you have saved.  The longer the wait period, typically the cheaper the policy premiums 
are. Besides the wait period, what other terms impact the pricing? There are different capacities 
when individuals can return to work.  An "own-occupation" policy will pay so long as the 
individual is unable to return to their present occupation.  As an example, let's assume a surgeon 
becomes disabled.  This surgeon can no longer perform surgeries, but can teach at the college.  
With an "own-occupation" policy, the benefits will continue to be paid even if they can teach.  
However, under an "any-occupation" policy, the benefits will end assuming the individual will 
teach.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 5/16/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: :45
Detailed Description: New global sales figures show people aren't drinking as much as they used 
to. Sales of alcohol are down for the first time since 2001. In 2015, worldwide alcohol 
consumption was down .7 percent. Experts say a sluggish economy may be forcing drinkers to 
sober up.  However, premium English gin, Irish whiskey, Japanese whisky and dark beer have 
seen a surge in popularity. But Americans are back in the saddle when it comes to shopping. 
April retail sales rose 1.3 percent compared to March. It's the largest month to month gain in 
over a year. Shoppers spent money on cars, beauty products, sporting goods, and restaurants, 
according to the Commerce Department. They weren't as interested in clothes or electronics. And 
they're buying online instead of at big box stores. 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/20/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren entertained some international guests at 
City Hall today -- looking to boost the city's economy. The mayor hosted five representatives 
from Quebec. They signed an agreement to spread cross-border cooperation between Rochester 
businesses and those in the Canadian province. The mayor said this will supplement individual 
business agreements with their Canadian partners.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 5/23/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:40
Detailed Description: We're talking about the importance of financial planning; having a good 
financial plan together, with Anthony Mangiameli from Ensero and Company. First of all, why is 
that important? Financial planning is important for many reasons. By having a financial plan in 
place, and setting your financial goals correctly, it can help you avoid financial setbacks, debt, 
credit problems and major life changes. The best way to avoid a financial setback is to make sure 
you save enough money. A great tool in helping you with that is by setting up a monthly budget. 



That'll include your income, your expenses, your savings and your investments. By doing this, it 
helps you set your long-term financial goals, and it helps you manage your short-term budget 
easier. Life is unexpected so it's best to be prepared for that the best you can. I would 
recommend that you purchase various insurance policies, such as life insurance, short-term, and 
long-term disability insurance. These insurances will help you and your family maintain your 
financial goals in the event you're out of work for an extended period of time. I believe that's the 
most important topic when we're talking about financial planning, is to have the solid retirement 
plan in place. I recommended you make sure you maximize every benefit your employer has to 
offer. Nowadays, many companies have retirement plans you can participate in, such as a 401K 
plan. For those who feel sort of overwhelmed by this process, what can they do? I would 
recommend reaching out to certified financial advisor, or reach out to your local CPA, to the 
extent that they have a wealth-strategy planning group capacity in their firm.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: We have the final numbers from our Your Money Monday event from 
earlier today. This was our effort to get you to call New York’s office of unclaimed funds to see 
it you have any money floating around out there in the form of things like uncashed checks. 
Well, a lot of you called, in just an hour and a half more than 800 people from the Rochester area 
called. In total, $45,000 was returned, with one local man finding out he could claim $23,000. If 
you missed this today, feel free to call tomorrow. The number is 1-800-221-9311 or you can go 
to the state Comptroller’s website. The process is easy, quick and free.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 6/13/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:35
Detailed Description: CPA Matt Bryant is back with us. It's hard to believe that Father's Day 
Weekend is fast approaching. This morning some advice for fathers and from fathers; let's start 
with the "from." As a father, what kind of advice can we be imparting? It's a great idea to set up 
an allowance for a child at a young age. It gives them a chance to see money coming in and 
understand that things have a value to them. It's great to start saving early. Investments 
accumulate over time and the returns on investments can be compounded. It allows it to grow. 
Saving for the long-term is good, but it's also key to have some money set aside for the short-
term. An emergency fund can be great if there's an unexpected expense such as a medical bill or 
a repair. Other fatherly financial advice? One of my favorites is "people with money have 
choices." If you have a good-paying job and you set money aside, and you go to buy a car or 
house, you have a lot more options. If you have little money, you might have to settle for what's 
left. Advice for fathers? Where should we start? Start saving for college. College costs keep 
going up and up. The more you start saving now, the less you have to put in each year, and your 
investments get compounded. There's a lot of insurance policies that are important. Health 
Insurance can cover for medical expenses. Life Insurance can cover in case somebody dies. 
Disability can cover if you can't work. Debt for things that last a while are ok. If you're buying a 
house or a car, it makes sense to have the payments stretch out over the amount of time that 
you're using it. Debt can be troubling if you're using it for things that are short-term like a trip. 
What about debt for college or classes? It's a good question. If the college or education will lead 
to an increased income, that can support reasonable debt, but if you're taking an expensive class 
that will not lead to a better job that could be a bad choice. What about helping the kids with that 



kind of a process? If two parents are successful and have retirement accounts that are in good 
shape, they can choose to help their children, but if parents are taking money out of retirement or 
taking out debt to help children, that set you up for trouble.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 6/16/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: Get ready to pay more for power if you're an RG&E or NYSEG customer. 
The Public Service Commission accepted rate hikes proposed by the energy companies. For 
RG&E customers -- most will see their month delivery charge increase by several dollars over 
three years. This goes for both gas and electric customers. Same with NYSEG customers.  The 
first hike will take effect in July.

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 6/27/16
Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 2:55
Detailed Description: CPA Michelle Staebell is here talking about how to handle debt collectors. 
Lots of folks have gotten calls from debt collectors or somebody claiming to be a debt collector. 
How do we determine if that call is in fact legitimate?   Well it's tricky. We'll start off with what 
a debt collector is. A debt collector is hired by a creditor to collect on past due debts. And when a 
third party debt collecting agency is hired, they must identify themselves.  What if they say 
they're from the IRS? How do we determine whether that in fact is true? I've been getting a lot of 
those calls from my clients lately asking if these people are really the IRS. Well let me tell you 
that the IRS will never call an individual right away if they owe debt. They will send many, 
many letters over many months and maybe setup a time to call. So these calls out of the blue 
claiming they are the IRS are usually not legitimate. Debt collectors, legitimate ones, are not 
allowed to be threatening, they're not allowed to threaten more debt than is actually owed, they're 
not allowed to falsely claim that an individual be arrested or threatened to be charged with a 
crime, they're not allowed to do any of those things.  There are a lot of organizations that are out 
there to help people get control of their debt. I would say be cautious and use someone that's 
licensed by New York State’s Department Of Financial Services for sure.  Be cautious, look for 
an organization that doesn't tell people to stop paying debts, that's always a bad sign, or avoid 
organizations that charge fees based on debt reduction, and avoid organizations that tell people to 
borrow against a house in order to pay off debt.  I would say if you're going to look for an 
organization to help out with debt, look for a non-profit organization, maybe an employee 
assistance program and also check out a couple of them before you figure out which organization 
is best for you.

Education – topics covered under this issue include: How to improve student performance in 
schools, school success stories and what programs are available to the public to further their 
education.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/4/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Once again, Common Core tests will be put to the test when students sit 
down for exams tomorrow. The big question tonight: how many families will boycott the tests?  
Last year across New York State, one in five students refused to take the tests. That's about 
240,000 students in grades 3-through-8. Local schools are preparing, either way. With twelve 



hours until Common Core testing begins at PUC-Achieve-Charter School, Principal Arkee Allen 
is sharpening pencils, and planning schedules for teachers during the testing that lies ahead.  
Allen encourages his students and their parents to take the tests. Allen is among many 
administrators who say the testing serves as a benchmark for student progress. He feels opting 
out sends the wrong message. But parents like Maeve Cullinane feel differently. This is the 
second year she's opted-out her sixth grader at School Fifteen in the city. Outside the city -- in 
East Irondequoit, the administration is taking a neutral approach. Spokesperson Dave Yates said, 
“We pretty much leave it to the parents. We give them the choice. We provide them with the 
changes that the State Education Department made this year and the testing from last year." East 
Irondequoit administrators are not sure what effect this will ultimately have on opt-out rates, but 
so far there's been a significant decline in opt-outs compared to last year. As for PUC-Achieve -- 
97-percent of Allen's students are taking this year's tests -- but he feels that's not enough. In 
response to the opt-out movement last year, the state made changes in this year's tests. This year 
there will be fewer questions, and no time limit for students. And the results will not be used to 
evaluate teachers.  News 8 expects to release the full opt-out statistics for Monroe County 
beginning tomorrow.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/5/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Students across the state are taking the Standardized test this week. But 
more than 20 percent of elementary students in New York opted out of testing. Looking at the 
numbers in local districts: Spencerport with 44%, Webster 37%, Churchville-Chili 21%, 
Pittsford 21% and Rush-Henrietta 19%. Meanwhile, parents helped out at PUC Achieve Charter 
School this morning by making the students a hearty breakfast before they sat down for exams. 
At nearby School Number 8, men who call themselves “Man Up Warriors” also encouraged 
students to put their best foot forward on the tests. The English tests are taking place today 
through Thursday and next week’s math tests are Wednesday through Friday.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/7/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New York State's education commissioner visited Wayne Senior High 
School today. We were there to catch her reaction after students had the chance to opt-out of 
standardized testing this week. The commissioner says she is going to wait until she sees all the 
state wide numbers before determining if there needs to be any changes to state testing.  Opt out 
rates vary across the Rochester area, but in some districts as many as 40 percent of the students 
have opted out of this year's test. Commissioner Mary Ellen Elia toured the Wayne Central 
School District, today. Wayne Central currently has an opt our rate of 24 percent for the English, 
Language Arts Test.  That's down from 30 percent last year. The commissioner says the state 
will continue to work with teachers to make the test better for students, teachers, and school 
districts. Compared to last year, this year's state testing won't be directly used for teacher 
evaluations.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/7/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A big name in New York politics was in town today. Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie toured a local school. Heastie stopped at School Number 52 with fellow Democrats 



Joe Morelle and Harry Bronson. They spent time talking with school officials and parents about 
the new budget and school funding. Heastie said, "State aid is based on the formula and what we 
did try to do is at least in a lot of suburban districts one of the good things that happened is the 
GEA was eliminated. Again, it's a work in science, but every year, unfortunately, there are going 
to be some districts based on the formula that don't come out as well. We do try to come back 
and fix those." Public schools are set to get more funding with the newly passed state budget.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/9/16
Time: 7pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Union delegates from across the state are in Rochester for the annual NY-
SUT convention. More than 2,000 union delegates from throughout New York are gathering here 
this week to advocate for public education and workers' rights. Today, State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman addressed delegates at the Riverside Convention Center. Schneiderman said, 
"We want good contracts, we want good funding, we want to be treated with respect, we want 
evaluation systems that work for us, for students, for parents, and we're not going to back down 
until we've transformed this conversation.” Nearly 40 resolutions were debated-- including 
defending students from what they call "inappropriate testing," repealing the state's receivership 
law, enhancing workplace safety and protecting collective bargaining rights.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 4/12/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: This week’s Golden Apple Award goes to Honeoye Central School teacher 
Patrick Moran. Mr. Moran is a special education teacher. Student Danny Alcott nominated his 
teacher. He said, “He does basically everything for us. He helped me get an internship at CVS 
and at Subway.” Principal Wayne Ackles said, “Being able to be a spokesperson and head 
cheerleader for those kids if you will both in terms in getting through their academic work, but 
also those opportunities like the internships and the work studies.”

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 4/19/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: All the Golden Apple surprises this school year have been wonderful. But 
this surprise surprised us. We went to Dansville Primary School to give Pre-K teacher Jeanne 
Coon a Golden Apple Award. A number of her coworkers wrote in to nominate Mrs. Coon. 
Students, coworkers, Mrs. Coon’s children and grandchildren all joined in on the surprise. We 
asked her where she gets her passion. She said, “When I student taught the teacher I taught with 
told me teachers are born, not made, and she told me I was born to be a teacher and it’s just 
something that’s inside of me that always has been.” 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 4/25/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A rally held today to address student-teacher relations inside Rochester 
schools. The group gathered outside the Rochester Teachers Association headquarters to call for 
reforms within the school district including anti-racist education for all district employees. This 
effort follows the signing of a new contract between the district and teachers. Part of the contract 
forces the district to treat crimes in schools like crimes elsewhere, a move this group finds 



troubling. RTA leadership has said the contractual language addressing crime was necessary for 
the safety of teachers.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 4/26/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: It’s time for students to start studying and teachers to start reviewing so 
that means today will be our last Golden Apple surprise of this school year. We’ll start in again 
in just a few months. Also, we’ll have fun looking back at the past year over the next few weeks. 
This week’s Golden Apple Award recipient is Peg Daly of Victor Senior High School. Peg Daly 
does what the great teachers all do, they help students excel at something that they had barely 
understood. Katie Draveck nominated Mrs. Daly and said, “I don’t like math and it’s definitely 
hard and the lowest I’ve gotten on a test is 97 so that explains something because I’ve never been 
good at algebra.” But Mrs. Daly is so much more than numbers. Victor Principal Yvonne O’Shea 
said, “Peg Daly is a wonderful teacher, she is nurturing. She’s patient with students and she’s 
actually a wonderful leader in her department, she’s played a role as department chair and she’s 
currently standards leader for our math department in Victor.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/26/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: An advisory committee is recommending a military academy in Rochester. 
After months of study and a community survey, the committee announced today that in its view, 
a military style school would be a good fit for Rochester. The committee recommends the school 
be co-ed with grades 7 through 12. So far, no recommendation on a location. Critics fear a 
military academy for public school kids would be nothing more than a pipeline to a life in the 
military. But advocates say it’s really a place for disciplined learning. A military school would 
have to be approved by the Rochester City School Board. If it’s approved, it would likely open in 
the fall of 2017.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/2/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The Victor School District is making a big request of voters this month. It 
wants them to override the tax cap. Since this Victor School District budget would be 2 percent 
more than their maximum tax levy, their budget needs to be approved by more than 60 percent of 
voters. If the budget is passed, the district will have an extra 1.1 million dollars to work with. 
Most of that money will go to about a dozen new positions, such as a science teacher, 
kindergarten teacher and the school would add a girls golf team. If you have any questions about 
the potential tax increase or the Victor School district budget, there is a forum scheduled for 
tomorrow at the Early Childhood School auditorium.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/3/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: After nearly six silent months, we have an update on Monroe Community 
College’s downtown campus. The project is transforming former offices at the Kodak building 
on State Street into MCC facilities. The changes include a large open lobby, with a café. The 
third floor will have a designated space for events and student clubs as well as a green roof. 



Monroe County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo says the project has already helped bring a lot of 
activity to the area, in addition to the construction jobs.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/8/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: Barry Culhane has been the driving force behind everything from the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Highland Park to the science and arts festival called Imagine 
RIT. But it’s his latest project that may well mean the most to him personally and there’s a twist 
that will likely benefit people all over the world. In the Center for Access Technology, senior 
engineering students design products for people with disabilities. From a motorized wheelchair 
that moves to a standing position, to hand held band toys that help kids develop fine motor skills. 
Students develop their ideas after working full-time for the Al Sigl Community of Agencies, 
which serves people with special needs. Culhane is on the board of directors. But this success 
story includes a remarkable twist of fate. Just when RIT’s partnership with Al Sigl took off, 
Culhane lost the use of his legs. In 2013, Culhane was paralyzed in a complication from back 
surgery. Ever since he’s seen the inclusion project through new eyes. Culhane said, “It’s one 
thing to talk about or think about, really imagine it. But it’s another thing when you wheel the 
wheel and you’re actually trying to get through doorways and figure out how to get 
transportation and those little things.” So Culhane started physical therapy and RIT students 
started work with Al Sigl. They came back to class with more than 30 projects. One is a 
motorized pediatric stander that’s controlled through touch sensitive buttons. The idea is to have 
a child stand upright on level with their peers. 40 more products are in various stages of research 
and development. Students says, “It’s not just like homework where you finish it and put it on 
the shelf. People need these things. This could change society. It’s that good.” This spring, 
Culhane reached his goal to get back on his feet. He’s moving unassisted, 30 feet at a time. For 
the man known as RIT’s go to guy, paralysis has been one more challenge to conquer.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/9/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: RIT President Bill Destler says he will retire in 2017, at the end of the next 
school  year. Destler announced the news with a video message to the campus community. When 
his term ends on June 30th next year, Destler will have spent 10 years on campus. The 69-year-
old says this time has been the most fulfilling of his career. The school will immediately begin a 
national search for its next president.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/9/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Finalists for the superintendent position with the Rochester School District 
are being interviewed behind closed doors, which is upsetting some tonight. Before selecting 
Jean-Claude Brizard and Bolgen Vargas, the board subjected all of the finalists to public forums. 
That will not happen this time around. The school board president won’t even say how many 
people the board is interviewing. Van White says many applicants don’t want their current 
employers to know they are applying. He says a closed process led to a better pool of candidates. 
But some say the public has a right to know who is being interviewed. Last week the board 
whittled down its list of candidates. White would not say how many are left, but said it’s an 
excellent pool of candidates. The district hopes to have a superintendent in place by July 1st.



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/10/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Rochester’s mayor asked the state Education Commissioner for more 
control over struggling city schools. The answer is no. The Education Commissioner said what 
the mayor proposed is not legal. In her state of the city address, Mayor Lovely Warren said she 
wanted to create a special district of schools in receivership. Those are failing schools in danger 
of being closed or turned over to an outside agency. The mayor wanted to play a major role in 
running the special district. But in a letter to the mayor, Commissioner Mary Ella Elia said what 
the mayor proposed is not legal under state law. In the letter, the commissioner said the school 
board has the ultimate responsibility for overseeing failing schools. No word on whether the 
mayor plans to ask state lawmakers for a bill that would allow her to oversee a special district.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/14/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :45
Detailed Description: More than 35 kids as young as eight-years-old brought their laptops, 
imagination, and teamwork together for Rochester's first Youth Hack-A-Thon. The participants 
built apps, games, websites, and animations related to cyberbullying and internet safety. The 
creations were then judged by a panel made up of local tech experts, community leaders and 
education experts on their coding and design skills. The event was hosted by AT&T and took 
place at I-Can-Code -- a training school that promotes digital literacy for students.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/17/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Some pre-school and kindergartners got to hear some pretty cool music 
today. The Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra held its Tiny Tots concert at Franklin High School 
this morning.  This year's program was called Alien Encounter.  "Schnoodle", the friendly alien 
came to earth to investigate exactly what a symphony orchestra is all about.  The Tiny Tots 
concerts will continue to take place at different places throughout the community through 
Thursday.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:15
Detailed Description: The community-wide effort to prevent more Rochester students from 
ending up in prison is causing a rift between key players in the education community. The 
Rochester Teachers Union is voicing opposition to a proposed new code of conduct aimed at 
decreasing the number of suspensions. A committee was formed recently to create that new code 
of conduct. Everyone agreed on the code's goal -- to help students -- especially those acting out. 
But how to get there -- that's where there's disagreement. Paul Hetland is saying this even though 
he was part of the committee that crafted the new code.   As RTA's treasurer, he looks at the 
money and says there's not enough to implement all the new measures district-wide -- all at once. 
School Board Member Mary Adams disagrees. Adams says the new code will place more 
emphasis on in-school help rather than out-of-school suspension. Again - Hetland supports the 
idea -- but questions its feasibility. Melanie Funchess is also a committee member and a parent 
with two kids in the district. She and several others on the committee don't understand RTA's 
disapproval saying they've had a seat at the table throughout the process. The code now goes to 



the school board for approval next month. Before that happens - the union wants to encourage 
the board to match the goals of the code with the funding they think is needed to realize them.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 5/20/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 2:15
Detailed Description: The chancellor of the SUNY system and the state education commissioner 
are touting an historic partnership. The two organizations released a new "Teach New York" 
report Wednesday highlighting ways to tackle the teacher shortage across the state. But the 
state's largest teachers union isn't sold on the idea. Over the last four years, United University 
Professions President Frederick Kowal says there's been a 50 percent drop in college students 
entering the education field. With projections showing New York will need to hire 1,700 new 
teachers a year over the next decades, SUNY and New York's state education commissioner have 
teamed up for a Teach New York Campaign. Their report highlighted 60 recommendations with 
the goal to promote teaching, increase in-classroom training, and improve teacher input and 
funding for education programs. Unions called the plan a smoke screen for prior failed policies 
and lacking similar input as did the implementation of Common Core. Both the state education 
department and SUNY's chancellor agreed to go on a joint speaking tour, but the unions argue 
that should've been done before issuing recommendations. SUNY'S chancellor says this report 
was just to get the process rolling. SUNY and State Ed welcome their critics to their first 
workshop May 25th.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 5/26/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The first national assessment of technology and engineering skills shows 
8th grade girls scored higher on average than 8th grade boys.  Yet, the discrepancy between male 
and female students in stem is huge.  RIT is working to fix that gap. This year a team of all 
female engineers built a race car and came in third place in a national competition—they’re also 
working to encourage their female peers.  Maura Chmielowiec, an RIT grad, says getting women 
interested in engineering from an early age is crucial. "The reason we're all female is so that we 
can get girls confidence levels up so that when we go out into the field they’re more likely to 
take charge in a group be a leader to go out and show their worth at a company." Chmielowiec 
feels the best teams are made up of people from all backgrounds and genders - - but until the 
field catches up with the talent -- having a place for women to feel comfortable is integral to their 
success.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/26/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new partnership between suburban school and the Rochester City School 
District. Next year, suburban students will be able to attend city school programs. They’re 
partnering to better prepare students for the real world, and increase diversity. 9th graders in 13 
suburban schools will be able to enroll in programs at Edison and East High schools next year. 
Some of the programs include medical careers, culinary arts and vision care. City students have 
already been benefiting from suburban school programs for years. The program, Urban-
Suburban, originally started 51 years ago. But officials say it really turned into a one way street 
for city students enrolling in suburban school programs. Now they want to turn things around. 
Interested students will fill an application just as they do when they’re in the city and want to go 



to the suburbs. They would interview with the principal and then we’ll determine who gets those 
seats.” Suburban students can attend half day programs in some of the programs offered in city 
schools, but this partnership will give them a full day school experience.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 6/1/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 2:10
Detailed Description: A Senate task force spent the last year traveling the state listening to 
business leaders about what they'd like to see from college graduates. The task force hopes to 
add jobs across New York State. Senator George Amedore says yes students are going to college 
and graduating with degrees in New York. "We have too many students wandering around our 
universities strapping themselves with debt." Even with the expensive piece of paper, Amedore 
and Senator Jack Martins say many still lack the skills and training needed for a number of 
available jobs available in New York. Sen. Martins said, "We have the community colleges 
there, we have the BOCES programs there, it's a question of getting those programs with the 
Department of Labor and then working with the business community to develop programs that 
allow people to train and properly train them to do those jobs." After listening to business leaders 
over the last year, the Senate Workforce Committee has eight recommendations to help increase 
training and eventual jobs across the state. They'd invest 23 million in high school tech programs 
that lets students earn associates degrees, cost-free, while still in high school. Another 12 million 
would be invested in college readiness programs and encourage guidance counselors to increase 
talks with trades councils to enhance in the field internships. Monroe BOCES District 
Superintendent Dan White says it comes down to money, in his eyes, New York hasn't had 
significant technical education funding since 1993. "Education, the business community, the 
community colleges, our chambers really should be working together, it benefits everybody and 
ultimately it's going to better for our state." An investment White and these senators say could 
bring jobs if the state is willing to invest.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/7/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :45
Detailed Description: Local students heading to MCC this fall are looking at a higher tuition bill. 
The college's board of trustees voted to increase the annual tuition for students living in the 
county by eight percent. It'll cost a student an extra 300-dollars per year to attend the college. 
Non-Monroe County students also saw their tuition costs jump. MCC also released its enrollment 
figures, which shows that enrollment is down six percent from last year.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/9/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: A grant will help Nazareth graduate students hoping to teach better support 
autistic children in classrooms. 66 graduate students enrolled in the interdisciplinary specialty 
program in autism, or I-span will benefit. It will be open to other disciplines, too, like speech-
language pathology and social work. They will learn how to help in effective ways, make good 
decisions, and support families. Officials say this is important, because many schools in New 
York State don’t have the resources right now to do so. Shanna Jamanis, the chair of the 
Inclusive Childhood Education Department at Nazareth said, “Most professionals do not get 
courses in autism. Most professionals do not get programs in autism, there are some, but the 



majority are not as prepared in being able to serve programs.” The grant is for nearly 1.2 million 
dollars and will be spread out over a five year period.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 6/13/16
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: :25
Detailed Description: New funding is available to help districts set up a new model of education 
called community schools. Community schools offer doctors’ offices, social workers and many 
other services for a high-needs student population. The state's education commissioner released a 
breakdown of 100-million dollar set aside for districts. The Finger Lakes Region will get more 
than nine million dollars. Seven million of that is expected to go to the Rochester City School 
District.

Program Title: News 8 at 12pm Date: 6/16/16
Time: 12pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: A study done by the center for government research finds -- the University 
of Rochester is thriving. The new report says while the university employs 29,000 people -- it 
directly supports somewhere around 56,000. President Joel Seligman says with proposed projects 
at the university and others across city, the school will take a more active role in creating a 
stronger economy for Rochester. Two big issues the U of R will try to tackle in the city are 
poverty and education. Seligman said, "And the big challenge, right now is to lift all boats. What 
I dream of is a Rochester, not just that succeeds for a knowledge based economy but succeeds for 
everybody and it's possible." Seligman says the real goal is to make Rochester thrive again 
similar to the heyday of Kodak.  

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 6/17/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: :25
Detailed Description: The Rochester Board Of Education has approved a new code of conduct. 
The board approved the measure unanimously at its meeting Thursday night. Before the vote, 
supporters of the new policy rallied outside school district headquarters. The policy is designed 
to reduce suspensions. Many students who get in trouble will instead be allowed to stay in 
school, but will be given counseling and mediation services.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/17/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES held a ground breaking ceremony at their 
Spencerport location. The ceremony is for their 29-million capital project. The project is the first 
of its kind as it will bring significant upgrades to the career and technical education center. It will 
increase classroom size to accommodate increased enrollment. In all 15,000 square feet will be 
added. "For example, we have a strong culinary program, a strong auto-tech and auto body 
program and all that technology in those classrooms will be updated and expanded and that will 
bring students more opportunity." Construction is expected to end in 2018.          

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/24/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: A group of recent RIT grads is attracting the attention of the U.S. State 
Department by using the power of social media to combat ISIS. Their work is being used to 



counteract propaganda put out online by terrorist groups like ISIS. The RIT team is one of three 
teams from around the world to reach the global finals of an anti-terrorism competition. Their 
message? That there is a big difference between the Islamic religion and the extremist take on the 
religion. The three teams, including one from Brussels and one from Azerbaijan, will soon be on 
their way to Washington DC to compete Monday.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/27/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30
Detailed Description: A group of RIT students came up with such a good campaign to fight 
terrorism on social media, they placed first in worldwide competition today. The US State 
Department chose their project over two finalists and they had beaten out hundreds of teams 
prior to that. Their campaign, called “It’s Time: Ex-out Extremism” spreads stories of local 
Muslims who have suffered under radical Islamic groups like ISIS. The State Department gave 
the team five thousand dollars to expand the campaign.

Environment – topics covered under this issue include: Plans for sustainability and recycling 
ideas.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/1/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Do you save every holiday and greeting card you've ever received? Well if 
so you're greeting a lot of unnecessary clutter in your home.  Go through all of your cards you've 
saved over the years and make sure to save only those that are special and sentimental. If you 
save everything, nothing has value. Recycle those you're willing to part with. The front of cards 
can be used for craft projects at schools and senior centers. For the cards you're keeping, store 
them in a special card box to keep them organized. Create a labeled box for every member in 
your family and have them store the box in their bedroom.  

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/5/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :25
Detailed Description: The Rush-Henrietta School District says there's no reason to suspect 
environmental factors at school played a role in the health problems of two school employees. 
Testing was done at Roth Middle School after two staff members were diagnosed with cancer. 
Today the district said test results support its belief that the school offers a safe environment for 
both students and staff. The district says it spent $25,000 on the testing, to put the community at 
ease.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/6/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The recent cold snap also has local apple growers fretting. Apple picking 
season is months away. But this week’s cold is stressing out the apple buds, and the people tend 
to them. Evan Schutt, owner of Schutt’s Apple Mill said, “Buds grow and then they stop growing 
and then we have freezes and that’s where we’re a little bit tricky right now and that’s where 
we’re a little bit concerned.” Most of this winter was mild, causing some apple trees to bloom 



way ahead of schedule. The strange temperature swing is also causing problems for cherry trees 
and peach trees.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/18/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Kicking off a week full of Earth Day events. Rochester People’s Climate 
Coalition, known as RPCC, joined the Department of Environmental Services at City Hall today 
to celebrate some new initiatives to combat climate change locally. They are aimed at 
combatting local greenhouse gas emissions. Mayor Warren worked with RPCC to create a 
climate action plan last year. The city said it was a great opportunity to recognize local efforts 
around climate change. This year’s local Earth Week theme is food and agriculture, so, the 
RPCC said naturally the event had to have a buffet of local foods.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/22/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: If it rains this weekend, you might see the projects of some local students 
put to use. Four local classrooms were honored today for their winning rain barrel designs. It’s 
part of the Earth Day Rain Barrel competition hosted by the Coca-Cola Company. The barrels, 
formerly syrup drums, were donated by Coca-Cola. The students had to convert the barrels to 
collect and reuse rain water. The 55-gallon rain barrels were displayed in the lobby of the 
Rochester Central Library for judging. This marks the first year that Rochester has participated 
in the challenge. All four finalists received a $250 prize from Coca-Cola to be used for a project 
of their choice. The rain barrels will now be donated to community gardens in the city of 
Rochester.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 4/22/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: You can get a free tree on opening day of the Lilac Festival. It’s part of an 
effort to replenish trees killed by the Emerald Ash Borer. The invasive beetle first appeared in 
the US in 2010. 20 to 25 percent of trees in Monroe County are ash trees. Nearly all are expected 
to be destroyed. To get a tree, go to opening day of the Lilac Festival on Friday, May 6th. The 
giveaway is in the main entertainment tent.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Rochester Rhinos kicked off their first game at home tonight. And 
Sahlen’s Stadium was looking good after volunteers spent the day cleaning around the area. 
About 50 volunteers from the city, the new owners, schools, everyone spent the day picking up 
trash, making sure this stadium will attract as many people as possible. Next Saturday is the city-
wide Clean Sweep. They are encouraging any neighborhood group that wants to get out to do so. 
They’ll provide the bags and the tools, and a free lunch for volunteers.
Habitat for Humanity is also getting ready for spring and celebrating the earth. At Habitat’s Re-
Store, where used household appliances and home goods are sold, they passed out seeds to jump 
start your garden in hopes you’ll watch it bloom. The Re-Store is in the business of selling gently 
used products.



And people were chipping in to help lean the Erie Canal this weekend. Fairport was one of the 
many towns and villages along the canal that organized canal clean sweep events. Every year, 
volunteers ranging from 4 to 84 years old lend a hand. More than 100 canal clean sweeps events 
were scheduled across the 524 mile long canal system this weekend.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/26/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Tonight we are getting a closer look at the big changes on Braddock Bay. 
Since January, crews with the Army Corps of Engineers and the DEC have been digging out 
channels and smaller ponds throughout the wetlands. The idea is to encourage more biodiversity 
in the bay. The next step will be to build a barrier beach in order to protect the marsh. Crews will 
also carve out a new channel to give boaters easier bay access. The entire project is expected to 
be completed by the end of this year.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/27/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Students at Rochester’s School Number 33 are getting a jump start on 
Saturday’s city-wide Clean Sweep. After learning about anti-littering in the classroom they took 
their lessons to the streets to make a difference and set the bar for others to follow. Littering is 
never a good idea. It takes 440 years for a plastic water bottle to break down. Styrofoam never 
breaks down. These are some of the facts students learned from the city’s environmental services 
department. Norman Jones is passionate about the planet and mentors these students once a 
month. Jones said, “People think that litter is a victim-less nuisance. When people throw things 
out the window of their car or drop paper out, but it has an impact on the entire neighborhood. It 
gives them the impression that you don’t care. But most people do care. Especially our young 
people.” The students solicited 80 people to join the more than 2,000 that will take part in 
Saturday’s city-wide Clean Sweep.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 5/11/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: :25
Detailed Description: A Rochester auto service company is being forced to pay up. Kost Tire 
distributors has settled with the state over an illegal charge to customers. For years customers 
were charged a $2 dollar fee during oil changes to recycle the oil, a violation of state law. The 
company, which has 25 stations around the state, will pay the state just over 181,000 dollars, and 
a civil penalty of just over 93,000 dollars.

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 5/13/16
Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: :25
Detailed Description: As part of the mayor's budget proposal, every home in the city will get 96-
gallon blue recycling carts. The city has been testing the single stream recycling program in 
some neighborhoods, and now it will go citywide. The idea is to make it easier for residents to 
recycle.



Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 5/20/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 1:50
Detailed Description: Roughly 26 percent of America's fruit and vegetables never make it off the 
farm because of their physical appearance.   That's billions of pounds of produce that's thrown 
away.  A new campaign calls on the nation's largest grocery stores to put imperfect produce on 
their shelves in order to help end food waste and feed millions of Americans who can't afford 
their next meal. Activist Jordan Figueiredo started a social media campaign to celebrate ugly 
fruit and veggies.   His online petition to have Walmart sell the produce has more than a hundred 
thousand signatures. Figueiredo convinced whole foods to sell imperfect produce in Northern 
California stores for 30-50 percent less.  And in Pennsylvania, supermarket chain Giant Eagle 
rolled out a similar program. But for ugly produce to be the norm, farmers say consumers have to 
be willing to compromise and buy into something not so perfect.

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 5/27/16
Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 1:45
Detailed Description: More information will be available soon when you go shopping. The US 
Environmental Protection Agency is changing that packaging.  The EPA just unveiled a new 
federal label for cleaning products called Safer Choice to help consumers determine which 
products are using the safest ingredients. EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy says there are 
currently more than 2000 products that qualify for the new "Safer Choice" label. Companies 
voluntarily submit products for consideration and McCarthy says the EPA examines the 
ingredients so consumers don't have to. Currently, determining exactly what is in your products 
isn't as easy a checking the bottle. The Environmental Working Group recently reviewed 400 
products and nearly half received a poor rating for transparency of ingredients. The EPA has 
little power to remove hazardous chemicals already in the marketplace. So, by alerting customers 
to products that don't contain them, the agency can influence what goes into the products by 
changing demand. The Safer Choice label is already on some products. More are expected to hit 
store shelves in the coming months.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/23/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The DEC is asking for your help again this summer to locate an invasive 
and poison plant. Giant Hogweed can be much worse than poison ivy. If the sap gets on your 
skin, it can cause a nasty rash that can last for months. There are 1,300 locations across the state 
where Giant Hogweed exists. More than a hundred are in Monroe County. To get rid of the plant 
the DEC is spraying herbicides and physically digging up younger plants. But they need your 
help tracking these plants down. To report a Giant Hogweed plant near you, just call the Giant 
Hogweed hotline 1-845-256-3111.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/23/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Trash was noticeably absent from Durand Eastman Beach. And that was 
thanks to about a dozen people from Irondequoit who took the litter problem into their own 
hands. Tory Davenport who organized the Facebook event said, he was not only ashamed of how 
dirty the Durand Eastman Beach would get, he worried about people’s safety, saying he’s seen 
shattered glass, cigarette butts, and even soiled diapers scattered along the beach. Tory said 



because of the enthusiastic response of people who wanted to come out and help, he plans to 
organize another event sometime soon.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/24/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The DeClutter Coach with your Organized in 60 Seconds Tip of the Day. 
Today's tip is about using something you have right in your home to get organized! Glass jars. 
They're free and you're recycling which is great for the environment. Instead of throwing away 
those pickle or other glass jars. Clean them out and use them to store pens, pencils, push pins or 
even loose change. Smaller jars can be used for storing screws or nails. While it's fun to buy new 
organizing products repurposing can save money and help you organize all at the same time. 
Look round your home and see what you can find to organize using glass jars! 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/27/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Cleanup is underway in Lake Ontario, after an oil leak caused a sheen 
along the chore near Oswego. The nuclear regulatory commission says the leak came from the 
Fitzpatrick Nuclear power plant. According to Entergy, the company that owns the plant, the 
nuclear reactor unexpectedly shut down on Friday. As a result of the shutdown, a stuck valve 
caused the plant to leak oil. 20 to 30 gallons spilled into the lake. Officials say the leak has been 
stopped. The Coast Guard has closed a two mile swath of the lake until the oil is cleaned up. The 
DEC says the oil did not contain radioactive material. Nor was there a release of radioactivity 
into the environment. Governor Cuomo’s office released a statement tonight saying his office has 
ordered the Department of Public Service and the DEC to investigate.

Health – topics covered under this issue include advice on living a healthy lifestyle.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/4/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The City of Rochester has teamed up with the national Parkinson’s 
Foundation of Greater Rochester to proclaim this National Parkinson’s Awareness Month. 
Today, during a news conference in the City Hall atrium, the organization announced a major 
grant of $20,000 to the Department of Neurology at the University of Rochester. Right now, 
there are about 4,000 people with Parkinson’s disease living in the Greater Rochester area. 
Parkinson’s patient Ron Knight said, “Rochester is fortunate to have many neurologists with 
experience in treating Parkinson’s and a national Parkinson’s Foundation of Excellence at the 
University of Rochester Medical Center.” There are about one million people living with 
Parkinson’s disease in the U.S. with about 60,000 new cases diagnosed every year.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/5/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: St. John Fisher held an organ donation drive today in support of finding 
one of their own a kidney. Yantee Slobert, a leader in the office of Multicultural affairs and 
Diversity, is in need of a kidney transplant. He currently has stage five renal failure, and is on the 
organ donation list. This rally was held to see if someone local could help. Campus minister 
Deacon Tom Jewell said, “We’re doing it on campus because one of our own is in need of a 



kidney. We’re trying to raise awareness and it’s been an awesome day. A lot of people have 
signed up to become organ donors, and more importantly we’re spreading the word. Educating 
people on why that’s important.” It will take some time to see if a donor match was found. But 
our very own Scott Hetsko was there to support the drive.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/13/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: Crews are feverishly cleaning U of R’s East River Campus and Eastman 
School of Music tonight as they try to combat a virus that’s moving through dorms and buildings 
like a wildfire. Norovirus is likely to blame for at least 85 sicknesses on campus and there’s a 
good chance there will be more by morning. U of R says only one student has been hospitalized. 
Most recover fairly quickly on their own. Students can help out with containment here. If they 
get sick, they should avoid any contact with anyone for 48 hours.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40
Detailed Description: Though it’s not a threat right now, the Monroe County Health Department 
is preparing for the Zika virus to hit this summer. So far, the Health Department says only one 
case this year has been reported in Rochester. But this is the time of year when mosquitos start 
popping up, and Zika is spread through an infected mosquito. The Monroe County Health 
Department is ordering mosquito traps to test insects for the virus.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/21/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Wilmot Cancer Institute got a local donation to start their research on 
pancreatic cancer. The Pancreatic Cancer Association of Western New York donated $100,000 
as seed money to advance research efforts against the disease. All of the funds came from local 
donations. The PCA has pledged to donate $500,000 over the next five years to Wilmot. 
Pancreatic cancer is the third leading cause of cancer deaths in the U.S. The PCA of Western 
New York raises its money through their Step It Up 5K Walk and Family Fun Day. That event 
will be held November 19th at RIT.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/22/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Dangerous levels of lead have been found in children’s toys. State 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman says these Cray-A-Art jewelry making kits were sold at 
Kmart, Target and Toys R Us stores across the state, including the locations in Greece. He’s now 
investigating how the toxic toys got on store shelves. Schneiderman said, “Our message to the 
industry is clear, don’t put children at risk. Take responsibility of this problem and improve you 
systems to keep toxic toys away from children.” The Attorney General says the toys contained 
lead up to ten-times greater than federal child safety limits.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/3/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new study suggests that medical errors are now the third leading cause 
of death in the United States, behind heart disease and cancer. Those mistakes lead to 250,000 



deaths each year. Researchers say most medical errors aren’t due to bad doctors. They say 
system-wide failures are responsible for putting patients at risk. Doctors say they face obstacles 
including underfunded research and a lack of hospital resources. Dr. Martin Makary of Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine said, “By medical errors we’re referring to patients falling through 
the cracks, a fragmented healthcare system, diagnostic errors, medication dosing errors, and 
preventable complications.” Doctors urge patients be informed about their medical care. They 
say ask about any medication prescribed for you and any alternative treatment options. Read up 
on complications. And get a second opinion.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 5/4/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: There are some things in life you train for in hopes you never have to use it. 
CPR is one of them. The Perinton Volunteer Ambulance is making it its mission to educate the 
community about this life-saving technique. The ambulance service is offering free CPR classes 
to the community twice a month. The next class is offered May 17th.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/4/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Using exercise to improve the lives of cancer survivors. It seems straight 
forward. But a local study is showing how important fitness is. Jason Buitrago is part of that 
study. He is in remission from testicular cancer. Doctors say testicular cancer treatment often 
leads to weight gain, and an increased risk for diabetes and heart disease. This study is looking at 
how much exercise can reverse the trend. Besides having an exercise plan at home, the test 
participants regularly go to the “Peak Lab” at the University of Rochester Medical Center. 
They’re activity is tracked in real time using Garmin fitness bands.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/4/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A Spencerport High School student is recovering after his e-cigarette 
exploded in front of his face. Ryan Schouland is a 17-year-old, who was looking to kick his 
chewing tobacco habit by using an e-cigarette. But while he was using one last night, it exploded 
and injured him. Schouland was cut in the back of his throat, lip and hand. He wants people to 
know the difference between certain types of e-cigarettes. Schouland has more than one and was 
using one that does not have a computer chip in it that monitors how hot the device is getting. He 
says anyone who uses an e-cigarette should spend the extra money, to use what’s called a 
regulated device. A local vape shop manager we spoke with says incidents like this can happen if 
the user is inexperienced or doesn’t use the proper power source. The U.S. fire administration 
has done a study about exploding e-cigarettes. From 2009 to 2014 in the United States, there 
were 25 cases of e-cigarettes exploding, injuring 9 people.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/5/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The FDA has announced it will regulate the e-cigarette industry. A lot of 
vaping liquids don’t have tobacco in them, but do have nicotine. Until now, there were no federal 
regulations preventing minors from purchasing nicotine. In 90 days no one under the age of 18 
will be allowed to purchase e-cigarettes. And since these products would be federally regulated, 



companies would have to list their ingredients on their packaging. Dr. Deborah Ossip, director of 
smoking research at URMC said, “Finally there is an infrastructure for putting together the 
evidence pieces and regulatory control and hopefully informing the public so that we can address 
some of the perceptions that, well this is only water vapor or this is a water pipe how harmful could 
it be.” The head of the Tobacco Vapor Electronic Cigarette Association called the FDA ruling 
unfortunate, saying it will force 9 million Americans back to tobacco cigarettes.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/5/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: They’re mothers fighting to keep their children alive. Parents who have 
children addicted to heroin talk about their struggles getting insurance companies to cover 
treatment. The mothers are organizing a town hall with the state attorney general to discuss the 
issue.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/6/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Mothers who have C-sections will now be able to see their babies being 
born. Thanks to something called a clear drape, being used in the operating room at Strong 
Memorial. The clear drape still protects the mother. But allows her to see the baby’s first few 
seconds. Strong says it’s getting a positive response. And they are ordering more now. Strong 
also says they are doing something called Skin to Skin after a baby is born. Meaning that the 
baby is placed on the mom’s chest, rather than being taken away for tests right away.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The return of the mosquito is fueling local fears about the Zika virus. 
Turns out, some local researchers have made Zika their top priority, working directly with a 
doctor from the country impacted most by the disease, Brazil. Health officials say it’s highly 
unlikely for Zika virus to be found in mosquitoes here. With people traveling out of the country 
to South America and parts of the Caribbean, the concern is flying the virus back here to the 
United States. Dr. Esper Kallas is a professor at the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil, specializing 
in infectious diseases. Monday night, he joined URMC doctors he’s been working with to 
combat the Zika virus. Combatting it with information. Kallas says the Zika virus is generally a 
mild disease causing a rash and fever lasting only a few days. He compares it to West Nile and 
Dengue, but unlike those tow, he says it’s not deadly. Here is Rochester, Kallas says it’s highly 
unlikely mosquitos carrying the disease could survive the climate. Then why are many people 
still worried about the disease? Experts say it’s because the virus poses severe consequences for 
babies if pregnant women contract the disease.  Dr. Eva Pressman with URMC says the virus can 
cause microcephaly, leaving newborn babies with an abnormally small head, causing 
neurological effects. Pressman says in Brazil alone, Zika virus has impacted 4,000 infants. Dr. 
Pressman said, “What we don’t know if how many women were infected with the virus that 
didn’t give birth to a baby that was affected.” Its information that Pressman and Kallas want, 
knowing that every bit of information is a weapon in the fight against Zika. The Monroe County 
Health Department says it’s unlikely that the type of mosquito that carries the Zika virus is here. 
However, to make sure, they will conduct what they call adult mosquito surveillance. That 



means trapping mosquitos and inspecting them under a microscope. The crews determine if they 
have any potential to transmit Zika, the mosquitos will be submitted for testing.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: New York State is launching efforts to prevent the Zika virus from 
spreading. State officials this week unveiled a 6 point plan aimed at combating the virus. The 
plan includes distributing tablets that kill mosquito eggs, and providing protection kits to 
pregnant women. Also this weekend, marshes and wetlands across that state are being sprayed 
with larvicide to prevent mosquitos from reaching adulthood. Officials in Washington are calling 
on Congress to fund more Zika prevention across the nation. So far, the CDC has cautioned 
travel to areas such as Mexico, the Caribbean Islands, Central America, the Pacific Islands, and 
South America. Officials also urge caution if traveling to the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/20/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Taking a closer look at a new report from the United Kingdom that 
outlines the first worldwide plan to combat antibiotic resistant diseases. Some diseases are 
already becoming immune to antibiotics. And the fear is diseases will mutate and doctors and 
researchers won’t be able to stop them. The study claims that by 2050, diseases like these could 
kill more people than cancer. Researchers at RIT look forward to additional studies on the issue. 
Dr. Robert Osgood said, “It’s a growing problem. And it’s an issue that we’re slowly losing our 
grip on because of the antibiotic resistance issue and the over prescription and over use of them 
in a lot of different areas. And so it’s a problem that needs to go away.” The CDC says every 
year roughly 23,000 people in the U.S. die due to antimicrobial resistant diseases.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/20/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: A new study out of the University of Rochester has some surprising results 
about concussions. For parents whose kids play sports, there’s not just a delay in getting back on 
the field, but also into the classroom. The study found students need about a week before they’re 
able to focus and memorize in class, even longer for women, and especially for those who have 
suffered from previous concussions.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/31/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: We’ve been talking a lot about mosquitoes this season because of the Zika 
virus, which can cause birth defects. But some say they haven’t seen as many mosquitoes this 
season as they usually do. We wanted to find out if that’s just anecdotal or if there really has 
been a drop in the skeeter population in our area. Well, a local expert says the mosquitos are just 
as prevalent as ever. He said to control mosquitos around your property, the best thing to do is to 
eliminate any places where standing water can accumulate like tarps, pool covers and empty 
buckets. If you’re still having a problem, you can call a professional.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/2/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The Monroe County Health Department, easing parents’ concerns about 
cases of pertussis in the Fairport School District. District officials say a handful of students are 
sick with the bacterial infection, which is commonly known as Whooping Cough. The county 
Health Department says that brings the number of cases in the county this year between 15 and 
20. Pertussis is highly contagious and is often transmitted through sneezing and coughing. The 
disease comes with a persistent cough and is an infection that affects the respiratory tract. 
Pertussis can be fatal, usually in infants, because they’ve not yet been vaccinated against the 
disease. It is treatable with common antibiotics.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/3/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: More money could be on the way to combat lead poisoning. Congress 
members Paul Tonko and Louise Slaughter are pushing for funding for lead removal programs 
and infrastructure upgrades. Both say old homes in Rochester built before 1978 have lead paint. 
Pipes in the ground also have lead in them. Tonko introduced a bill called the Aqua Act this 
February to update the Safe Drinking Water Act. His bill calls for billions of dollars over the 
course of a five year plan. 500 million of it will address contamination in lead pipes in places 
like Rochester. If your house was built before 1978 the paint likely has lead in it. Experts say 
don’t try to deal with it yourself. Let a professional handle it.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/7/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: Livingston County deputies dealing with a heroine problem by partnering 
with the community. Sheriff Tom Dougherty announced today, he’s forming a collation with 
groups like mental health officials, the Dansville schools and EMS, to fight it. Dougherty says 
they will add another drug drop box so people can drop off illegal drugs anonymously. 
Dougherty also says they have created a drug amnesty program-aimed at helping people rather 
than incarcerating. Dansville school officials say they will meet with the coalition sometime this 
summer to keep working on educating students about the dangers of heroin.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/15/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: As state law makers finalize legislation fighting opioid addiction, one 
health expert says it won’t be enough to combat this epidemic. A study completed by the Finger 
Lakes Health Systems Agency says that the number of heroin overdoses have been increasing 
over the past decade, but since 2012, overdoses for pain medications have declined. Researchers 
believe there could be a correlation in the decrease supply of prescription opioids with an 
increase of heroin use. With recent state legislation limiting the size of opioid prescriptions from 
30 days to 7 days, some worry addicts will be forced to turn to heroin. One expert with FLHSA 
says more legislation will be needed for years to come. The study looked at the 9 counties 
surrounding the Rochester area. The results showed heroin overdoses are happening everywhere, 
including rural, suburban and rural areas. The new legislation would make it easier for users to 
receive addiction help.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/20/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Neighbors, and lawmakers, pushing CSX to drain a man-made swamp in 
Charlotte, in an effort to reduce the mosquito population. This comes amid growing concerns 
about mosquito-borne illnesses, including West Nile, Triple E and Zika. CSX owns the land the 
man-made swamp is on, which is near West Boulevard Parkway. Senator Chuck Schumer says 
the city will take care of the cleanup. It’s just waiting for an OK from CSX. Neighbors are 
hoping for action soon. CSX released a statement saying it will work with the city to resolve the 
problem.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Blue-green algae discovered in southeast Conesus Lake. The beach area is 
shut down until further notice after the Livingston County Department of Health discovered a 
blue-green algae bloom Tuesday. Mark Grove with the Livingston County Department of Health 
says blooms happen when algae multiplies fast. Those can carry toxins. And cause health 
problems in people and pets. Humans can come down with rashes, fever, headaches and more. 
Pets who drink it or are exposed for too long are also in danger. Grove says they are urging 
people nearby to be cautious and pay attention to posted signs. He says swimmers in doubt 
should look for other signs He says it can take on a green spilled paint appearance or a pea soup 
appearance. Grove says nutrients in the water help create the blooms. The hot temperatures and 
calm conditions help them form. If you see blue-green algae, you are asked to report it to that 
county’s health department.

Program Title: News 8 at 4, 5, 5:30, 6 & 11pm Date: 6/27/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 5:00
Detailed Description: Our blood drive for the America Red Cross has been going on all day. We’ve 
got the Bloodmobile parked out back. The blood will be delivered to a Red Cross blood component 
laboratory where it is processed into several components. A single blood donation may help up to 
three different people. Help save a life today by donating blood to those in need. The American 
Red Cross blood services depends on people like you to give what you have, not just by donating 
blood, but by giving your time, money and expertise. News 8 hosted a blood drive from 11am-
6:30pm. The donation process is quick and easy.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/27/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Rochester’s school-aged kids should not go hungry this summer. The city 
launched its Summer Meals program today where kids under 18 eat lunch, and in some cases 
breakfast, for free. It is made possible through Foodlink, the city and school district. Now that 
school is out, it helps some families struggling to make ends meets. The city is trying something 
new this year with a mobile food unit. Piggybacking off the idea of the trending food trucks, 
where the food is delivered right to the kids. To find out where the meals are being served and 
when, simply call 211.



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/28/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: There’s still more work to be done when it comes to childhood lead 
poisoning according to the Monroe County Department of Public Health. The Coalition to 
Prevent Lead poisoning held a news conference today to discuss the 2015 Monroe County blood 
lead level testing numbers. The statistics show that the number of children diagnosed with 
elevated blood levels has increased from 139 in 2014 to 206 in 2015. Children with reported 
elevated blood lead levels in Monroe County have been reduced by more than 85% over the last 
decade.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/29/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Vice President Joe Biden held the first ever nationwide Cancer Moonshot 
summit. Cancer Moonshot is a federal initiative designed to double efforts for finding a cure to 
cancer. A portion of the summit was held right here in Rochester at the Wilmot Cancer Center. 
Completing 10 years’ worth of cancer research over the next five years is a tall task. So, doctors, 
researchers and advocates are working to remove obstacles to create more seamless 
communication, in an effort to achieve more results. There were about two dozen regional 
summit’s set up across the country today, including one at Wilmot Cancer Institute in Rochester. 
One thing Cancer Moonshot is trying to do is make it easier for researchers to share their work. 
It’s also an initiative that will increase funding both on a federal level and across many 
organizations like the American Cancer Society. Cancer Moonshot hopes to do a lot over the 
next five years including making it easier for cancer patients to be a part of clinical trials.

Military/Veteran Services - topics covered under this issue include: programs and services 
available to local veterans and honoring local veterans.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/27/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: There are hundreds of people in Monroe County alone in need of an organ 
transplant. In the case of Jon Webster’s family, they tried to navigate requirements from the 
Department of Veteran Affairs, before getting answers. Jonathan Webster, known by his military 
buddies as “Webbie” has been in a medically induced coma, after a rare side effect of 
chemotherapy, called bleomycin toxicity, collapsed both of his lungs. Jon was diagnosed and 
treated for testicular cancer, but that treatment came at a high price according to his sister. She 
said the VA turned down his request for a lung transplant. The family said the VA told them he 
must be cancer free for at least two years. He doesn’t have two years though, pulmonologists say 
patients with bleomycin toxicity rarely make it three months. Jon’s sister Rachel says another 
hospital in Pittsburgh has accepted the request for a lung transplant, but it’s not a VA hospital, 
and without the VA covering the costs, they can’t afford the surgery or the private flight 
necessary to take him and the machines he’s hooked up to, to Pittsburgh. In the meantime, they 
just wait, helplessly, wishing there was something more they could do.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/1/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Hundreds turned out today to cheer on 51 aging veterans, as they returned 
from Honor Flight. This was the first Welcome Home ceremony of the flying season for Honor 
Flight Rochester. 51 local veterans of World War Two, Korea and the Cold War were flown to 
Washington, D.C. to visit the memorials in their honor. The trips are free, thanks to the public’s 
support. Honor Flight Rochester is one of the strongest Honor Flight chapters in the country. 
This past year, it announced it will accept veterans who otherwise would fly out of Buffalo, after 
the Buffalo Chapter announced it was shutting down. Since 2008, Honor Flight Rochester has 
escorted more than 2,172 veterans to Washington. News 8’s Maureen McGuire emceed today’s 
event.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/12/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Paul Kurtenbach is a munitions service specialist in the Air Force, and was 
walking through the Greater Rochester Vietnam Veterans memorial after visiting the Lilac 
Festival with his family this past weekend. He saw what appeared to be a love connection 
between initials MW and AJ, etched into the memorial’s final black granite stone. Chuck 
Macaluso is the president of the board that oversees the memorial, he served in the Vietnam War 
as a Marine, and knows a friend remembered in the memorial. Chuck said it is hallowed ground 
for those individuals. Kurtenbach said, “It’s kind of a spit in the face to the veterans again. They 
didn’t get a great welcome when they came back from Vietnam in the first place.” Memorial Day 
is at the end of the month, and it’s unclear if the etching will be removed in time. The memorial 
remains somber, but for those who know the place well, this etching is an eye sore that can’t be 
ignored. The etching happened before the Lilac Festival began last Saturday. If you know of 
anyone who may be able to help remove the etching, you’re asked to contact the Greater 
Rochester Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/16/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Senator Kristen Gillibrand says the Veterans Crisis Hotline located at the 
VA in Canandaigua needs more funding. According to the senator, the call center is under 
staffed and numerous veterans’ calls have gone to voicemail. Officials with the VA say that is no 
longer happening, but about 30 percent of the calls they received are transferred to a back-up call 
center. Senator Gillibrand wants the Senate to pass a bill that would give the crisis hotline an 
additional 8.7 million dollars. Gillibrand says this money would help the Veterans Crisis Hotline 
provide services to everyone who calls them. The Senate will vote on the legislation later this 
week.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A milestone when it comes to helping homeless veterans find shelter. 
Rochester is one of the first 15 cities to reach the “functional zero” goal. The challenge was 
created by First Lady Michelle Obama. Reaching the goal means there is housing available for 
all veterans. The next step is identifying the people who need it. Holly Leicht of HUD said, “One 
of the key components of doing this is really intensive outreach. You have to identify, by name, 



every veteran in your city to get this done.” Rochester achieved the goal in conjunction with 
community organizations, veteran advocates and HUD.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/21/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Men and women serving in all branches of the United States military are 
being honored on Armed Forces Day. Here at home, more than 350 people gathered this 
afternoon to honor our troops serving all over the world. Local veterans and active duty service 
men and women were in attendance for the annual luncheon. Organizers say today has a 
significantly different meaning than that of Memorial Day and Veterans Day. Master Sgt. Tony 
Debellis retired of the U.S. Army said, “People are still serving in the military right now in every 
corner of the world. It’s not an easy job. It’s a thankless job in many cases, and they’re being 
spread very thin. This is just a way to say, you know we know you’re there, we appreciate what 
you do. We honor your service.” Armed Forces Day was created in 1949 to combine the 
dedications to individual branches of the military. The Monroe County Veterans Organization 
and Armed Forces Day Committee worked to put on today’s dedication ceremony.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today, Honor Flight Rochester welcomed home 60 veterans at the Greater 
Rochester International Airport. This is the largest number of veterans taken on a single 
Rochester mission to visit Washington, D.C. The 60 veterans, including 59 men and one woman, 
served their country in World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Richard Stewart, 
president of Honor Flight Rochester said, “The biggest thing is to feel the appreciation of the 
younger generation to the older generation for all the sacrifice and service they’ve provided, 
which has made our country the great country it is today.” To date, Honor Flight Rochester has 
escorted over two thousand veterans.
Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/26/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: Tomorrow night, some of the region’s best brass musicians will pull out all 
the stops for a concert to benefit local military families. It’s the first ever concert of its kind and 
it will be hosted by the Rochester Area Performing Arts Association. Among the performers will 
be young musicians who are just learning how to give back to the community. Proceeds go to 
Gold Star Mothers and Blue Star Mothers of Rochester. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/26/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Local Boy Scout Troop 195 endured a downpour to carry out a fifteen year 
old tradition. Around 25 Scouts and other helpers gathered at Holy Sepulcher cemetery to make 
sure a flag was placed near the headstone of all 5200 veterans that are buried there. The 
Scoutmaster said the boys enjoy being part of something where they get to give back, and 
especially in weather like this, it teaches them something about putting others first. The 
Scoutmaster says it should take the troop around two hours to get to each grave, it’s a tradition 
they plan to keep doing every year. And another Memorial Day ceremony was held this morning 
at Mt. Hope cemetery. A group of veterans, who work for the local General Electric division 
gathered to place flags on World War I and Spanish American War graves. The GE Veteran 



Network co-chair says these kind of events help vets build community connections. The GE 
veterans finished the morning with a cookout in anticipation of Memorial Day on Monday.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/29/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Waterloo is marking the 150th anniversary of Memorial Day with a deep 
sense of history. The village is the proclaimed originator of the holiday starting back in 1886. 
People there take extraordinary pride in honoring the fallen men and women who have served 
our country. Waterloo is the only federally recognized birthplace of Memorial Day.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/30/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: A number of Memorial Day events and ceremonies held across the 
Rochester region today, to recognize those who have fought and died for our country. The 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 20, gathered at Highland Park. The ceremony honored all 
the men and women who sacrificed their lives while serving in the United States Armed Forces. 
The Vietnam Veterans of America will recognize the memorial’s 20th anniversary in Highland 
Park on September 10th. In Irondequoit, a gathering at the town’s cemetery. Dozens of people 
turned out with flags in hand, as members of the American Legion spoke. People there shared 
their thoughts with us about the significance of this day. And Rochester’s Memorial Day Parade 
drew hundreds to downtown this morning. The parade kicked off at 10:30 on East Avenue. 
Marching bands and youth sports teams joined our local veterans in honoring the occasion. The 
parade wrapped up on Plymouth Avenue. It was sponsored by the Veterans Memorial and 
Executive Council. Also in downtown Rochester flowers were used to pay tribute to those lost 
while fighting in current conflicts overseas. The names of U.S. service members and citizens 
who died within the past year were read at the Sister Cities Bridge. For each name, a flower was 
dropped into the Genesee River. Organizers say they hope to bring attention to the death tolls of 
wars in the Middle East and Africa. This is the 13th year of the ceremony on the Sister Cities 
Bridge.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/4/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The East Rochester Post Office has changed its name to a hometown hero: 
Officer Daryl Pierson. A native of East Rochester, Officer Daryl Pierson was an 8 year veteran 
with the Rochester Police Department and an Army vet who served overseas. Pierson was shot 
and killed in the line of duty in late 2014. Lawmakers who helped re-name the post office and 
Pierson’s family gathered today in East Rochester. Officer Pierson was the first Rochester officer 
killed by gunfire in the line of duty since 1959.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The Rochester region is home to many memorials, dedicated to fallen 
members of the military. But now, their families are being remembered too. At White Haven 
Cemetery in Perinton today, the community unveiled a Gold Start Families Memorials 
Monument. It’s the first of its kind in New York State, and only one of six around the country. 
Gold Star families are those who lost an immediate family member in combat and the new 



memorial pays homage to their loss. The memorial is the first of its find in New York State, a 
way for family to make sure their loved ones are never forgotten. The other Gold State 
Memorials are in West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Ohio and Florida.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 6/16/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Shawn Crandall is on a mission with the Rochester Vet Center.  This 
former marine drives the mobile vet center.  He takes it to festivals and many days parks it 
outside his office on Winton Road hoping to attract the attention of veterans in need of help.  
"Veterans sometimes don't know about what we have to offer and don't know how to get linked 
up or want to get services but don't know where to turn and how to get things.  What we do is 
provide an avenue to get them the info that's so vital and crucial to them." The mobile vet center 
has been in Rochester since October.  It is one of about 90 in the country.  It's been to the Lilac 
Festival, the Moving Wall, and has many more stops planned this summer in Western New York. 
And this vehicle has a variety of uses it can also respond to a natural disaster. But with two 
private counseling rooms, its main purpose is mental health. Helping veterans is not a 9-5 job.  
Something the counselors at the Vet Center know all too well because many are veterans 
themselves. And this new vehicle helps them go the extra mile to reach out to those who have 
helped keep us all safe.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/16/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: For the first time in 16 years, the Moving Wall is back in the Rochester 
area. The Moving Wall is a traveling half-size replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington. Right now, the wall is set up on Trimmer Road in Spencerport. A ceremony was 
held there this afternoon to commemorate the wall’s visit and remember those whose names are 
inscribed on it. A Vietnam veteran we spoke with at the ceremony came to pay his respects. The 
Wall will be on display through June 20th.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/18/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: One Team, One Fight hosted the second annual Valor day to assist 
veterans. Valor Day is a one-stop event that offers free one-on-one legal services, employment 
and financial counseling, workshops and more to veterans and their families. More than 70,000 
veterans live in the Rochester metropolitan area. We are one of the highest per capita 
concentrations of veterans in the country and the highest in New York State.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/25/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Today, dentists and team members from area Aspen Dental practices 
opened their doors to provide free dental services for thousands of our nation’s veterans. Aspen 
says there are more than 21 million vets across the U.S. but fewer than 10 million are reenrolled 
for VA health benefits. Dr. AJ Kashi of Aspen Dental said, “Unless they are fully disabled, they 
don’t qualify for full dental coverage. So many times we see veterans who are finding it hard to 
access dental services. So this day is going to be very useful.” The day is part of Aspen’s healthy 
mouth movement initiative to provide dental care and oral health education to those in need.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/30/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A big change for current service members. The Pentagon ended one of the 
last bans on service: the one on transgender people. Defense Secretary Ash Carter says the policy 
change will ensure the military can get the best talent, and treat them equally. House Armed 
Services Committee Chairman Mac Thornberry says the administration is putting politics over 
policy. He released a statement saying: “We will also be looking at legislative options to address 
the readiness issues associated with this new policy.” Meanwhile, members of local LGBT 
community are praising the change. The policy changes will be phased in over the next year. 
Then, transgender people will be able to enlist.

Politics – topics covered under this issue include: Local, state and national politics. 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/1/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The presidential campaign comes to Upstate New York. Democratic 
candidate Hillary Clinton held a rally in Syracuse today. She played to the crowd immediately, 
telling them she’s rooting for the Syracuse Orange. Clinton’s focus was on manufacturing jobs. 
Before the rally, she held a roundtable discussion with industry leaders. We caught up with some 
local people at the rally to advocate for the Disability Integration Act. They got Clinton to 
publically state she supports it. Clinton is continuing her campaign Monday in Albany.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/1/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The day after the assistant county executive resigned over the I-Square 
controversy, the Monroe County Republican chairman is speaking out. The entire situation stems 
from Chairman Bill Reilich’s criticism of the I-Square project two weeks ago. Many suspected 
Reilich played a role in the scandal. He said the former assistant county executive did tell him in 
advance that I-Square was in trouble. But Reilich says he had no part in ordering a Comida 
investigation. County Democrats say they have more questions for the county executive and 
hope for a full investigation. Reilich says if there is a review from the district attorney he will be 
completely cooperative. We reached out for a comment from the county executive’s office. They 
did not return our call.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/4/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: Macedon is on the fast track to dissolution. Last month residents voted to 
eliminate the village. They also voted for a new mayor. A mayor whose campaign promise was 
to get rid of his own job, and his own village. Originally the plan was to dissolve the village of 
Macedon by next March, but the brand new mayor is hoping to do it by December 31st. Mayor 
Murray says the Department of Public Works will be the most difficult and time consuming 
thing to eliminate. Other big projects for the Village of Macedon include moving all of the 
sewage and water needs to Wayne County. The mayor promised two things to the Village of 
Macedon: He will work to find all village employees new jobs and he will make the dissolution 
process seamless. He said the only place residents will notice a change is in their wallets. Murray 



ran on a platform that dissolution will drastically cut taxes. Village and town board meetings will 
now be combined, taking place at the Macedon Town Hall. The state of New York will be at this 
month’s meeting to better explain the dissolution process.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/4/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton was busy in New York 
City celebrating with Governor Andrew Cuomo that the fight for fifteen is now over. The two 
Democrats touted the increase in minimum wage and paid family leave. Minimum wage will 
increase to 15 dollars per hour downstate by 2018. It’s expected to reach $12.50 here by 2020. 
Fellow Democratic President Candidate Bernie Sanders tweeted today that he supports the fight 
for 15 movement, and that “New York and California are just the tipping point.”
Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 4/4/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Work is well underway to get out the vote in New York ahead of the April 
19th primary. That includes manning phone banks, sending out flyers and organizing “Get out the 
Vote” events. On local college campuses, student groups are urging young people to really get 
involved. Currently many colleges, including Nazareth, are looking at implementing technology 
to get younger people more involved, such as text message voting reminders. Young people 
aren’t just being motivated to vote, they’re running for office. 27-year-old Steve Glickman is set 
to announce his candidacy for New York’s 55th Senate District tomorrow at I-Square. It’s there 
he will be endorsed by Monroe County leaders as the Democratic candidate. Currently that 
Senate seat is filled by Republican Rich Funke.  And locally, former President Bill Clinton will 
campaign in Rochester tomorrow. Clinton is expected to hold a rally for his wife Hillary at the 
Laborer’s Union Hall on Fourth Street in Rochester tomorrow evening.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/5/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The results in Wisconsin have set the scene for a major battle in New 
York, and the primary on April 19th. Tonight, sources close to her campaign tell us Mrs. Clinton 
will campaign in Rochester on Friday. While her aides were busy planning her visit, her 
husband, former President Bill Clinton, held a rally today, downtown. Former President Bill 
Clinton spoke to a packed crowd in Rochester campaigning for his wife Hillary. He touched on 
some major issues from foreign policy to health care, even student loan debt. Clinton got a great 
reception here in Rochester, getting the endorsement of Mayor Lovely Warren and 
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter. President Bill Clinton’s speech focused on his wife Hillary’s 
campaign, and the need for New York voters to get involved. And Clinton did take aim at his 
wife’s rival for the Democratic nomination Bernie Sanders, saying her plans are more concrete 
and she knows how to take action. Clinton also took aim at the Republican candidates, saying 
Democrats are more focused on the issues in their primary.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/7/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: Beginning tomorrow, all of the candidates for president will stump for 
votes in Rochester. The appearances begin with Hillary Clinton tomorrow. She’ll have a rally at 
Monroe Community College. John Kasich will hold a town hall meeting Saturday at the Greece 



Community Center. And Donald Trump will fly in to Rochester Sunday, and hold a rally at 
Jetsmart Aviation on Scottsville Road, near the Rochester International Airport. Meanwhile, 
campaign officials for Bernie Sanders and Ted Cruz tell News 8 they’re looking to be here next 
week. The reason the candidates are making such a huge push in New York State? Right now 
there is no clear winner in the delegate count. Donald Trump has just a couple hundred more 
than Ted Cruz. On the Democratic side, Bernie Sanders recent wins put him closer to Hillary 
Clinton. In New York State, 291 Democratic and 95 Republican delegates are up for grabs. 
What’s more, large voter turnout is expected for every candidate. The New York Primary is 
April 19th. If you want to attend any of the presidential rallies in Rochester, you should know, 
each of the candidates’ campaigns require that you RSVP. You can do that by registering on 
their campaign websites. And if you can’t make it to the rallies, we’ll be live streaming all the 
events on RochesterFirst.com. 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/7/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: One of the most powerful people in New York politics was in town today. 
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie toured a local school. Heastie stopped by School Number 52 
with fellow Democrats Joe Morelle and Harry Bronson. They spent a good deal of time talking 
about school aid and the repeal of the gap elimination adjustment which cut funding to all 
schools to close budget gaps. Heastie said, “State aid is based on the formula and what we did try 
to do is, at least in a lot of suburban districts, one of the good things that happened is the GEA 
was eliminated. Again it’s a work in science but every year, unfortunately, there are going to be 
some districts based on the formula that don’t come out as well. We do try to come back and fix 
those.” Public schools are set to get more funding with the newly passed state budget.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/8/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 3:00
Detailed Description: Tomorrow marks the beginning of visits from the Republican candidates. 
But tonight, it was all about Democratic front runner Hillary Clinton. She spoke to teachers at a 
private event at the Riverside Convention Center, and earlier held a rally at Monroe Community 
College. Clinton largely stuck to the issues, and she certainly knew her audience at MCC, 
speaking about many topics that matter to students. Later in the evening at a second event for 
NYSUT, she hit all the issues that matter to teachers as well. As Clinton campaigns throughout 
the Empire State ahead of the April 19th primary, she’s working to differentiate herself from her 
opponent Bernie Sanders. But she’s also looking ahead to the general election hammering the 
Republican candidates on everything from climate change to health care and the Affordable Care 
Act. And while discussing topic like renewable energy, job growth, gender inequality and social 
issues, Clinton promises voters she could get things done in Washington.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Less than 24 hours after Democrat Hillary Clinton left the Rochester 
region, another presidential candidate was here stumping for votes ahead of the New York 
primary. Republican John Kasich held a town hall meeting in Greece. The Kasich campaign 
estimates that more than 3500 voters packed the Greece Community Center Saturday to hear 
about his experience as governor and plans for the future. While there have been calls for him to 



drop out of the race, Kasich says he’s doing well in New York and it’s because people are finally 
getting to know him. A group pushing for Kasich to comment on the Disability Rights Act 
repeatedly interrupted him. As the town hall came to a close, Kasich reminded voters why he 
stands out, and asked for their support. The governor says there are many reasons he’s the right 
man for the job. He said, “I don’t yell divide and scream and I have experience. I think I can 
connect with these people but I’m a uniter and not a divider and I think that really resonates with 
people.” Kasich is the first Republican candidate to come to our area, of course Hillary Clinton 
speaking here just last night. Voters here are excited to see every candidate they possibly can as 
they educate themselves before the April 19th primary.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: For the third day in a row, a presidential candidate was here stumping in 
Rochester. Today, Donald Trump spoke before thousands at the Jetsmart hangar in Gates. 23,000 
people requested tickets to see Trump but the venue only held 6,000 and thousands of others 
were turned away. Trump chose Rochester to be the place for his first rally upstate for a reason. 
He said, “Rochester, which is an amazing place with amazing people that we see here today, has 
lost more than half of its manufacturing jobs since 1997 due to NAFA, Asian currency exchange 
and China.” Trump needs more than 60% of the remaining delegates to win the nomination and 
he discussed the possibility of a brokered convention, telling the crowd it would be unfair, much 
like he says things have been unfair to another presidential candidate. Trump said, “It’s a 
crooked system. In all fairness take a look at what’s happening to Bernie. He wins, he wins, he 
wins and I hear he doesn’t have a chance. This is a crooked system folks.” Supporters like that 
Trump reiterated how he will change Washington whether or not the political establishment likes 
it, and he wants the people of New York to help him get there. Trump ended his speech as he 
always does, saying he’s going to make America great again. Hundreds stuck around after the 
rally to try and meet him and many more waved him off as his plane left the hanger.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/11/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A new development in the controversy over the I-Square project in 
Irondequoit, and Comida, the county agency that gave I-Square tax breaks. For the second time, 
Democrats in the county legislature have submitted a proposal to create a committee to 
investigate if sensitive information was used for political gain. They say the legislature president, 
a Republican, did not take action on their first proposal. This comes after the Monroe County 
Chairman, Bill Reilich, made public comments about I-Square being in default of its tax 
agreement before the owners knew. County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo says the assistant county 
executive then ordered Comida to inspect I-Square to back up the claim. If legislature President 
Anthony Daniele approves the request, it will be a part of the committee cycle next month.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/12/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Another presidential candidate stumping in Rochester. Democrat Bernie 
Sanders drew a huge crowd to MCC this morning. During his more than hour-long speech 
Sanders addressed keys issues such as trade, job loss, raising the minimum wage, and making 
public colleges and universities free for students. During a one on one interview with News 8 he 



says he is the only one qualified to stand against corporate America. Sanders also addressed that 
while his campaign is at a disadvantage, he believes the momentum of winning the last 8 out of 9 
caucuses and primaries against Hillary Clinton will help him take the Democratic nomination. 
There is still one more candidate to visit Rochester. Republican Ted Cruz is expected to hold a 
campaign rally on Friday.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/13/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: There’s a lot of interest in this year’s primary coming up next week. In 
Monroe County, 15,000 people are now eligible to vote on Tuesday for the first time. There are 
10.221 new Democratic voters and 4,468 new Republican voters in Monroe County. But we’ve 
heard from viewers who didn’t realize the deadline to switch parties was months ago. Many of 
those who wanted to switch or enroll in a party for the first time missed their chance as the cutoff 
was in late October of last year. New York voters are much more invested in the upcoming 
primary for the first time in years, because of the competition from both parties this late in the 
game. Election commissioner Van Varick says the reason for the closed primary and the deadline 
itself is to protect political parties from losing endorsements. In total, 38% of Monroe County 
voters are not eligible to vote in Tuesday’s primary. A reminder for voters in Monroe County: 
polling sites will only be open from noon to nine pm. If you are unsure of your polling place, 
contact the Board of Elections at 585-753-1550.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Ted Cruz brought his presidential campaign to Rochester tonight. The 
Republican was the fifth and final candidate to visit the area ahead of Tuesday’s primary. Cruz 
spoke at Monroe Community College. The crowd was about 1,500-2,000, a much smaller crowd 
than the previous four candidates in the Rochester area, but the Cruz camp says that was by 
design to be a more intimate setting. Cruz focused his speech extensively on jobs and called on 
supporters to help win voters in New York and across the country. Cruz did not take much time 
discussing either Bernie Sanders or John Kasich, instead attacking only the two party front 
runners. That does make sense considering Cruz needs to keep Trump under 50 percent in New 
York to prevent him from taking all of the delegates here.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/18/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 2:00
Detailed Description: On the eve of the New York primary, we are closely following the 
candidates in this heated race. Republican candidate John Kasich joined us live from 
Schenectady. We asked him what he would consider a success coming out of the New York 
primary. We asked if he considered himself a moderate. Kasich talked about his support for 
Common Core and we asked him his thoughts on students we decide to opt out of the tests.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/18/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Former President Bill Clinton was in Rochester for a second time to stump 
for his wife, Hillary. He kicked off an event to get her supporters to the polls. Governor Andrew 
Cuomo joined the former president. Cuomo is a longtime Clinton supporter dating back to his 



time in the president’s administration with the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
Both Cuomo and the former president spoke to Hillary Clinton’s track record of getting things 
done in Washington and New York.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/19/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 5:00
Detailed Description: Dominating wins tonight for both Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton in 
New York’s primary. Democrat Clinton pulled in 60.2% of the vote while Republican Trump 
passed the key fifty percent number coming in at just over 60%. On the Democratic side, despite 
Bernie Sanders’ last-minute surge, he ends the night behind Clinton with 38.9%. For the 
Republicans, John Kasich takes second place with 23.7%. Ted Cruz was a distant third with 
14.3%. Locally, there was strong support for Bernie Sanders. He got 48% of the Democratic vote 
in Monroe County. 
A lot of voters in our area and across the state said they had trouble at the polls. The state 
Attorney General’s office says so far, they’ve taken more than 700 complaints by phone and 
email. That’s compared to 150 total complaints during the 2012 general election. The most 
common issue? People who tried to vote, and were told they were not registered, or not 
registered as a Democrat or Republican. The voter complaint hotline is 1-800-771-7755.
Voter turnout in Monroe County was high for a primary, but not unusual for a hotly contested 
presidential primary. One big question is why Clinton and Trump had weaker showings in the 
Rochester area. Bernie Sanders is a huge story in Upstate New York, taking almost all counties 
north of Westchester.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/20/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: Reports of problems at the polls across the state in yesterday’s primary. In 
many cases locally, people arrived to vote and found there was no record of their registration. 
News 8 looked into some of those complaints and found cases where both voters and the Board 
of Elections were to blame. However, all of our voters wish there weren’t so much confusion. 
All of our voters filled out affidavit ballots. If the voter should have been on the rolls, he or she 
will have their vote counted. In New York City, the State Attorney General has launched an 
investigation into alleged voting improprieties. In a statement, Eric Schneiderman said, “I am 
deeply troubled by the volume and consistency of voting irregularities both in public reports and 
direct complaints to my office’s voter hotline. If any New Yorker was illegally prevented from 
voting, I will do everything in my power to make their vote count and ensure that it never 
happens again.” The Attorney General’s office received more than 1,000 complaints from voters 
across the state.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/26/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20
Detailed Description: The state’s district attorneys are in line for a raise. And counties across 
New York are wondering how they will pay the state-mandated cost. Historically, the state has 
helped fund these raises, but it wasn’t part of this year’s state budget. The state has already 
approved a pay raise for Supreme Court and county judges, and judicial law says district 
attorneys cannot make less than these judges. The New York State Association of Counties is 
now calling on state lawmakers to remedy the situation. Ontario County Administrator Mary 



Krause said, “I think in general this is a concern to counties because of the tax cap we face. It’s 
very limited as we go into budget preparations for next year.” Ontario County District Attorney 
Michael Tantillo has received about a $9,000 pay raise. In Livingston County, DA Greg 
McCaffrey is set to get a $30,000 bump in pay, but county administrator Ian Coyle says the 
board has not taken action on this yet.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/26/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Property taxes in the Village of Pittsford are going up. Way up. Tonight 
the village board approved a budget that includes a 20 percent property tax hike. The mayor says 
the impact on a typical house in the village is going to be 11 dollars a month. Leading up to the 
board approval was plenty of controversy. So many people spoke out the board moved the 
meeting to Sutherland High School. Some residents fear the village is spending too much money 
on legal fees to cover the ongoing battle over Westport, a luxury apartment development plan 
near the canal. The village and the developer are at odds over the scale of the project. But the 
mayor says the village has the legal fees covered. The village saw a six percent property tax 
increase last year. The mayor tells us tonight he’s eager to settle the case with Mark IV and move 
on. Mark IV has previously told us that same thing.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 4/27/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Congresswoman Louise Slaughter is renewing the push for funding a high-
speed rail system. This time, in Western New York. Slaughter says a high-speed rail system from 
Rochester to Buffalo would be ideal once Rochester’s photonics institute and Solar-city in 
Buffalo are up and running. Her congressional opponent this year, Republican Mark Assini 
claims it’s not feasible. Assini says that money would be better spent on roads and bridges. 
Slaughter says Congress has not approved funding for projects like this in the past. No word on 
how much these new efforts would cost just yet.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 4/27/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: After his latest primary wins, Donald Trump told supporters he’s about to 
win the Republican nomination. But today his rival Ted Cruz brought in a surprise reinforcement 
to try to prevent that from happening. Cruz announced Carly Fiorina will be his running mate. 
After losing five states to Trump last night. Trump stuck to the issues earlier today, delivering a 
foreign policy speech to an invited audience in Washington. He also told a crowd in Indiana that 
Cruz made history by prematurely teaming up with Fiorina. Trump said, “He is the first 
presidential candidate in the history of this country who is mathematically eliminated from 
becoming president who chose a VP candidate.” Meanwhile Hillary Clinton took exception to 
Trump’s comment that she played the “woman card.” Saying she’s fighting for women’s 
healthcare, paid family leave and equal pay. Also today, Bernie Sanders’ campaign laid off 
hundreds of field staffers, but he says he’s not giving up. Billionaire and Rochester-native Tom 
Golisano has a favorite presidential candidate. The Paychex founder said today he supports 
Donald Trump. We caught up with him today. His reasoning for his pick, is Trump’s dedication 
to keeping jobs in America. Golisano has contributed to the Clinton Foundation before, but cut 
ties with the organization because he felt it was becoming too politicized. Golisano said he never 



considered supporting Hillary Clinton for president. He says simply, he believes Donald Trump 
would do a better job. Golisano says he wants a leader that will make a better business decision 
for the country. Golisano talked about immigration, women in the workplace and suggested 
home life can impact a woman’s professional contribution. He also says he thinks the minimum 
wage shouldn’t be raised to 15 dollars an hour.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 4/28/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10
Detailed Description: There are questions over a former state senator’s campaign financing from 
two years ago. The New York Times reports a grand jury may be looking into the matter. The 
controversy stems from former state Senator Ted O’Brien’s re-election campaign in 2014. 
Investigators are now probing whether unions from New York City improperly funded that 
campaign. The maximum amount a union can give a state senate candidate is $10,300. 
Committees can take in $102,300 from a single donor. State campaign finance data shows in a 
week’s span in October 2014, three union’s game money to the Monroe County Democratic 
Committee totaling $225,000. The Democratic committee in turn gave more than $218,000 to 
O’Brien’s campaign. It would be illegal if it’s discovered that the funds were directed 
specifically to O’Brien’s campaign. Monroe County GOP Chairman Bill Reilich today said he’s 
calling on the state to investigate the matter. We’ve reached out to Ted O’Brien, and have yet to 
hear back. The Monroe County Democratic chair at the time, Dave Garretson told us he could 
not comment. Attempts were also made to reach the current Democratic Chair Jamie Romeo 
today and have not received a response.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/3/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Republican candidate Ted Cruz is ending his run for the White House 
saying there’s no longer a viable path to victory for him. Cruz’s withdrawal from the race 
followed Donald Trump’s resounding victory in the Indiana primary. The Republican National 
Committee chair is now calling Trump the presumptive nominee. While Trump won on the 
Republican side, it was Bernie Sanders who won in Indiana’s Democratic primary tonight. 
Sanders’ win does little to change the insurmountable nomination math in front of him. Trump 
will pick up most of the 57 delegates up for grabs in the Republican race. 83 delegates are at 
stake for the Democrats.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/3/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50
Detailed Description: The man who was the top lawmaker in the state Assembly for years, is 
going to prison. Sheldon Silver was sentenced to 12 years today. Silver was convicted of 
extortion and money laundering. Prosecutors say during his nearly four decades in Albany, 
Silver took four million dollars in kickbacks. In addition to prison time, Silver must pay a 1.75 
million dollar fine. The conviction of yet another powerful lawmaker, has prompted more calls 
for ethics reform in Albany.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/4/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: The race of the White House is shaping up to be Donald Trump vs Hillary 
Clinton. Trump’s Indiana primary victory proved one too many for his competitors. Ohio 
Governor John Kasich suspended his campaign today, less than 24 hours after Senator Ted Cruz 
called it quits. The presumptive nominee said he is now looking at possible VP candidates, 
including Kasich himself. Right now, Democratic front runner Hillary Clinton has 92% of the 
delegates she needs to win her party’s nomination. Bernie Sanders took home a big victory in 
Indiana last night, but he still trails Clinton in the delegate count. We reached out to local 
politician and Greece Town Supervisor Bill Reilich for his take on today’s developments with 
the presidential election. He said, “Who’d a thought Donald Trump would have secured the 
nomination prior to Hillary Clinton securing the nomination? He has a strong following. He’s 
certainly touched the hearts of many people. It’s a hard year for most to predict because it’s a 
little bit different type of candidate, but certainly the type of candidate is needed right now.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/10/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Donald Trump has won the Republican Party primaries in both Nebraska 
and West Virginia. Trump became the presumptive nominee after both Ted Cruz and John 
Kasich suspended their campaigns last week. The real story is Bernie Sanders pulling off another 
win, also in West Virginia. Today, Sanders was looking ahead to the general election while 
campaigning in California, which holds its primary June 7th. Despite the odds, Sanders has 
maintained he will take it all the way to the convention. Meanwhile, a new poll of key swing 
states shows Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump in a virtual tie. Clinton spent the day in 
Kentucky, ahead of next week’s primary there. Thursday Trump meets with House Speaker Paul 
Ryan and other congressional Republicans. Next up for the candidates, primaries in Oregon and 
Kentucky next Tuesday.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 5/13/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: New federal guidelines for bathroom and locker room access say treatment 
of transgender students should be consistent with their gender identity, even if it differs from 
school records. We spoke with two transgender Hilton High School students, one current and one 
former. They say they found alternatives to the public restrooms after feeling like other kids 
would taunt them, even hurt them. Both feel this ruling isn’t about forcing anyone else into an 
uncomfortable situation, or putting anyone in danger. It’s about giving those who do not identify 
with their born identity other options.

Program Title: Face the Nation Date: 5/15/16
Time: 11am Duration of Segment: 8:00
Detailed Description: NY Representative Chris Collins was a guest on the show. A discussion with 
Representatives King, Blackburn, and Collins about the presumptive Republican nominee Donald 
Trump’s strengths and weaknesses, his proposed policies, Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton, 
and Speaker Ryan’s questions concerning Mr. Trump.



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/22/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: There’s growing pressure on the Monroe County Executive to speak out 
about the I-Square scandal. Another member of the County of Monroe Industrial Development 
Agency has resigned in protest. Eugene Caccamise is the fourth board member to step down in 
one week. In a statement to News 8 Caccamise said: “In my eight years sitting on the board it has 
served the purpose for which it was established, a non-partisan government agency set up for the 
economic development of Monroe County. It appears now that is has become a political 
background. Comida board chair Theresa Mazzullo, and board members Clint Campbell and 
Mark Siwiec resigned last week. Now the question is whether this crisis will impact development 
projects in Monroe County.

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 5/24/16
Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:15
Detailed Description: Today Monroe County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo attempted to quiet the 
growing tempest around the I-Square scandal. She held a news conference this morning to offer 
more insight into her firing of a top aide, Justin Roj. She reiterated a previous statement that Roj 
lied to her. She says Roj initially told her. She says Roj initially told her Comida approached him 
about backing up a claim made by the Monroe County Republican chair about I-Square’s tax 
deal. Dinolfo says she later learned it was Roj who approached Comida, and she apologized for 
the confusion that created. It remains unclear why four Comida board members resigned after 
Roj’s termination. That question wasn’t asked, partly because Dinolfo left the room after a few 
questions.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/24/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: The people of Brockport have spoken, for the second time they voted 
against dissolving the village. The village will remain intact, and many, including the mayor, will 
keep the jobs. Another dissolution proposal can next come forward in 2020. Until then, 
Brockport’s government will remain as is.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 5/25/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: New poll numbers come out daily, but one poll in particular released on 
Sunday, shows just how many voters dislike the presumptive GOP nominee Donald Trump and 
Democratic front-runner Hillary Clinton. That could be bad news for many of the big local races 
this fall. Wes Renfro from St. John Fisher College predicts voter turnout will be flat or perhaps 
even decline. He thinks there’s just a lot of apathy towards both candidates. The national election 
affects local elections. With the turnout being so unpredictable, how could that affect our local 
candidates when they’re campaigning? Wes said, “In general, the national election years are 
better for Democratic candidates. We have a dovetail affect. If voter turnout declines, I think that 
might make some of the upstate races a little bit closer. Races that might otherwise break for 
Democrats might be toss ups or might end up going Republican.” Wes also said it was important 
to remember that a lot of predictions are probabilistic. People should pay attention to your 
candidate and then go vote. 



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 5/25/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Members of the Monroe County Republican Committee gathered tonight 
to endorse their picks for Republican candidates in the 2016 election. This was at the Radisson 
Hotel in downtown Rochester. One of the most notable nominations tonight – Cheryl Rozzi for 
Monroe County Clerk seat. She’s already served as the legislative clerk in the town of Greece 
and was given high praise by county GOP Chair Bill Reilich. He spoke highly of a few other 
candidates as well. Reilich said, “We’ve got strong incumbents coming back in the Senate races 
and the Assembly races and newcomer Bob Zink running for the New York State Assembly 
outstanding job so we’re very proud of our slate. We’re looking pretty good going into 
November.” Traditionally, more people come out to vote in years that coincide with a 
presidential election. GOP Chair Reilich expects Donald Trump’s candidacy to increase that 
number.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/3/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Monroe County is one step closer to getting rid of some local development 
corporations, or LDC’s. They were created to oversee large-scale county projects and save 
taxpayer money. Two became the center of a bid-rigging scandal. Four businessmen were 
sentenced in connection with it. Today, the County Legislature unanimously voted to put in place 
the mechanisms that will allow the county to refinance 80 million dollars in LDC debt. 
Legislators who have been critical of LDC’s from the start, say this shows they were right all 
along. The Executive Council says legislation to abolish some LDC’s has been introduced in 
Albany. If it passes, it should happen by the end of the year.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/5/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo issued the first executive order of its kind today. 
It forces the state to end any and all investments in any company or person boycotting Israel. 
Boycott, divestment and sanctions, or BDS movement is a global effort which calls for the 
boycott, divestment and international sanctions against Israel. The governor met with Jewish 
leaders this morning in New York City to demonstrate that New York is on Israel’s side. Today, 
New York is home to more than 1.7 million Jews, representing the largest Jewish community in 
the world outside of Israel.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/6/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: CBS News is reporting that Hillary Clinton has reached the number of 
delegates needed to claim the title of presumptive Democratic presidential nominee. This means 
Clinton will become the first female presidential nominee for a major U.S. party. The news falls 
on the eve of primaries in six states tomorrow. Despite the clinch, Clinton is still pushing for 
more votes and delegates, partly because Bernie Sanders’ campaign hasn’t let up. In a statement 
tonight the campaign said, “Clinton does not have the requisite number of pledged delegates to 
secure the nomination. She will be dependent on super delegates who do not vote until the 
convention.” Clinton was unfazed by Sander’s remarks tonight. Super delegates are elected 
officials or party leaders who can vote as they see fit. White House officials say President 



Obama is ready to officially endorse Clinton and will soon start campaigning with her. Besides 
California, voters go to the polls tomorrow in New Jersey, Montana, New Mexico, South Dakota 
and North Dakota.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/9/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: A local Democrat announced today she will run for state Assembly, hoping 
to beat incumbent Mark Johns. Dorothy Styk made the announcement at the Irdene Gossin 
Nature Preserve in Penfield, which is part of the Assembly district she hopes to represent. Today, 
Democratic Chair Jamie Romeo explained what sets Styk apart from her opponent.  Monroe 
County Democrats also point out the Styk would vote in favor of legislation that supports 
marriage equality. Styk recently switched to the Democratic Party after serving as a Republican 
County Legislator.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/12/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: State Assemblyman Harry Bronson will face a challenger I the Democratic 
primary. Former News 8 reporter and anchor Rachel Barnhart announced today she will run for 
state office. In a news conference today at the Strathallan Hotel, Barnhart said the time was right 
to run. The 138th District includes parts of the city of Rochester and the towns of Henrietta and 
Chili. Harry Bronson is an attorney. His is a former member of the Monroe County Legislature 
and was first elected to the Assembly in 2010. The Democratic primary is September 13th. There 
are also two Republicans running for the seat: former Monroe County Legislator Bob Zinck and 
Peter Vazquez, president of the Frederick Douglass Foundation of New York.

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 6/13/16
Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: New York State has one of the toughest gun control laws in the country: 
the SAFE Act. While some argue it places too many restrictions on responsible owners, others 
say it offers a layer of protection to all New Yorkers. In the wake of the Orlando shooting, 
questions are arising again about the state of gun control laws. After every mass shooting this 
topic seems to come up, we walked to Senator Gillibrand and the owner of a store who supplies 
weapons to New York police departments. Senator Gillibrand says that while New York’s gun 
laws are better than those in other states, it can’t take the place of much needed federal laws. In 
2013, Governor Cuomo’s Safe Act ushered in some of the most sweeping gun control reforms 
the country has seen, banning certain types of assault rifles, like the kind of gun used in the 
Orlando shooting. Gun store owners like Michael Cohn are more concerned with the fact that 
someone being investigated by the FBI could by any kind of weapon legally, let alone an assault 
rifle.  Cohn says his store, which sells firearms predominantly to the New York Police 
Department, also offers armored guard training services and his big concern is how someone 
with his alleged history of violence could work for a security company like G4S.

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/15/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30
Detailed Description: Gun control is taking center stage on Capitol Hill tonight. Just days after 
the Orlando attack, Democrats in the U.S. Senate are vowing to gum up the works until they get 



the Senate to consider two gun control bills. Happening now, a filibuster now entering its 12th 
hour. It began with Senator Chris Murphy of Connecticut, who’s been a gun control advocate 
ever since the Sandy Hook school shootings. He and his colleagues said it’s time for the U.S. 
Senate to consider two measures. One that requires universal background checks for all gun 
purchases. And another that bars anyone on a no-fly terror watch list from buying guns. In the 
aftermath of Orlando, both presumptive presidential nominees are talking about toughening laws. 
Donald Trump said he will meet with the NRA to talk about banning people from buying guns if 
they are on the no-fly list.

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 6/23/16
Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Democratic members of the House have ended their 25 and a half hour sit-
in on the House floor. The Democrats took the floor Wednesday morning and vowed to stay until 
Republicans agreed to a vote on gun control legislation. Republicans worked through the chaos 
on the floor to vote on the remaining legislation and then adjourned the House until after the 4th 
of July. Chris Collins, a Republican congressman who represents part of our area, released a 
statement about the sit-in. It says in part, “Unfortunately, the Democrat minority has opted to 
employ a publicity stunt, rather than offer a meaningful solution to address the issue of terrorism 
threatening our country.” Democrat Louise Slaughter, who represents the 25th District on the east 
side of Monroe County, also released a statement today calling the gun control measures 
bipartisan and common sense. But she said, “Even in the Rules Committee, we were prevented 
from bringing these measures to the floor.” She said, “It is shameful that Republicans have 
recessed…instead of allowing votes on these bills.”

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 6/27/16
Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00
Detailed Description: Tomorrow, some voters in New York will head to the polls for a 
Congressional primary. Locally, the 24th District has one. The district includes part of Wayne 
County. Three Democratic candidates are hoping run against Republican incumbent John Katko. 
Those candidates are Steve Williams, Eric Kingson and Colleen Deacon. Polls will be open from 
noon to nine. We’ll post results on RochesterFirst.com. This election season, young voters are in 
high demand. Bringing them into the political process was the goal of a mixer at the Strathallan 
Hotel in Rochester. It was hosted by the Monroe County Young Democrats. Organizers say no 
matter what party you belong to, it’s important to get out and vote.

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WROC-TV broadcast 
public service announcements related to the following issues: 

Crime Prevention - Drugged/Drunk/Distracted Driving Prevention, Internet Safety
Education -  Common Core Support, Jr Achievement, Education funding
Health -  Organ donation, balanced diet, Flu Prevention. Zika virus awareness


