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30 min.

The Recovery Act or so-called stimulus plan devoted more than 36 billion tax dollars to 
clean energy ideas including electric vehicles. At last year's global climate change 
summit in Paris, President Obama said all that money has done a lot of good.

President Obama: I came into office, I prioritized clean energy. I said we're going to 
double our clean energy production through the Recovery Act. So we made a big 
investment and it turned out that we met our goals a lot quicker than we expected.

It turns out not all of the President's goals were met. Take the billions of tax dollars spent 
trying to put one million electric vehicles on the road by 2015.

We begin with a success story: Tesla Motors. In 2010, Tesla got a taxpayer loan of nearly 
a half billion dollars to help make this possible: the Model S electric vehicle.

Equipped with what Tesla calls "ludicrous mode," it can shoot from zero to 60 mph in 
just 2.8 seconds. Strong Model S sales helped the company pay back its government loan 
early.

That's exactly how the Obama administration hoped things would turn out when it 
announced plans in 2011 to jumpstart an electric car revolution.

President Obama: We can break our dependence on oil with biofuels and become the 
first country to have a million electric vehicles on the road by 2015.

But success hinged on spending $7.5 billion of your tax dollars over ten years.

Some went to sweeten the deal for consumers buying electric cars like the Volkswagen e-
Golf. We took one for a test drive in Boston with car salesman George Sousa.

Sharyl Attkisson: If I wanted to buy this vehicle, what kind of benefits could I get?
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Sousa: Well, there's a $7,500 federal tax incentive, and the State of Massachusetts has a 
$2,500 tax incentive.

Sharyl: So I could, in essence, get basically $10,000 off the cost of the car?

Sousa: Sure, absolutely.

Greg Sullivan helped root out taxpayer waste as the Inspector General for Massachusetts. 
Now at the Pioneer Institute, a think tank in Boston, he's researched the government's 
electric car efforts.

Sharyl: The president hoped to get over a million vehicles on the road by the end of this 
year, why were they so confident that this could be done?

Sullivan: I think that they hoped that the very, very large incentives would kind of start a 
movement. But it didn't happen. If you have a car that only gets 80 miles on a charge, 
and it takes many hours to charge, it ends up costing more than a regular car, those are 
all dealer killers for regular people.

In order to get one million electric cars on the road, the White House relied on sales of 11 
models: Fisker Karma, Fisker Nina, Ford Focus, Ford Transit Connect, GM Chevy Volt, 
Navistar eStar, Nissan LEAF, Smith Electric Vehicles Newton, Tesla Model S, Tesla 
Roadster, and the Think City.

Its projections turned out to be wildly optimistic.

A case in point: Fisker Automotive.

In 2010, Fisker received a taxpayer loan of $529 million. Vice President Joe Biden joined 
a big celebration at the old GM plant in Wilmington, Delaware, where Fisker was to start 
production and provide a bonanza of new jobs.

Vice President Biden (Oct. 27, 2009): We're going to make sure the middle class has 
their piece of the economy!

Antonio Prado is director of communications in New Castle County where the Fisker 
plant is located.
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Prado: When Fisker made the big announcement with state officials, federal officials 
everybody was excited It didn't turn out the way everybody wanted it to.

How it did turn out -- was a prime example of technology not yet ready for prime time, as 
illustrated by the disastrous Consumer Reports test of Fisker's pride and joy: the Karma.

Consumer Reports video: This is Consumer Reports' Fisker Karma, it cost us over 
$100,000 dollars. It is low, it is sleek, it is sensuous. It's also broken. Right here in the 
middle of our driveway.

Fisker blamed the car's faulty lithium ion battery. That only served to highlight another 
lesson in the government's misplaced faith. The bad battery was built by A123 who'd also 
got a taxpayer loan worth $249 million dollars. Both Fisker and A123 soon went 
bankrupt and were bought by the same Chinese firm. And the Delaware plant remained 
idle.

Prado: I think it was about year and a half maybe two years after the announcement was 
made that people started asking questions like, hey, when is this gonna happen?

Today, it's just a 3.2 million square foot ghost factory with weeds growing through the 
cracks in the pavement. All those jobs never materialized.

Tom Gordon is the top official in New Castle County. He blames, in part, a struggling 
middle class for disappointing electric vehicle sales.

Gordon: It cost more money to drive an electric car. They're gonna be more worried 
about how they're gonna to feed their families. They're not gonna sell electric cars right 
now, even on the West Coast right now.

In the end, Fisker built just a tiny fraction of the number of cars the Obama 
administration counted on-- before going out of business.

Two years after Obama's announcement, six of the 11 relied upon electric vehicle models 
had already stopped production or gone belly up, making it nearly impossible to meet the 
goal.

Sullivan: The goal was to put a million cars on the road, electric cars on the road, by 
2015. And they met about one-third of that goal.
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There are promising developments on the horizon. Tesla and Panasonic are joining to 
develop a better electric car battery. And the concept of green vehicles remains hot, even 
if sales aren't.

Sullivan: It's a great goal. And they do reduce greenhouse emissions. No question. The 
problem is, the government got ahead of itself by giving multi-billion dollar incentives for 
people to buy cars, but the cars that they were kind of coercing them into buying really 
weren't practical.

The Obama administration declined our interview request but a spokesman for the 
Energy Department told us the U.S. will still, eventually, be the first country in the world 
to have one million electric vehicles on the road: "This transformation even if met later 
than targeted will reduce Americans' dependence on petroleum, make transportation more 
sustainable, while creating jobs and stimulating economic growth."

FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON
AUG 21
30 min.

Halfway around the world, there's big interest over a group of small islands.

China is refusing to recognize an international court ruling against its sovereignty claims 
in the South China Sea.

That's of concern to five other nations that also claim maritime territory in the waterway - 
including U-S ally the Philippines.

More than a third of worldwide maritime traffic flows through this region, making it a 
crucial passage for trillions of dollars in commerce annually.

Scott Thuman examines the dangers of the green lagoon.

Only a few years ago, these little reefs and sand cays in the Spratly Islands, off the coast 
of the Philippines and South Vietnam, were largely uninhabited, wanted only as fertile 
fishing grounds.

Today they are military outposts equipped with runways and sophisticated radar towers.
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Adm. Harris: China's intent to militarize the South China Sea is as certain as a traffic 
jam in D.C.

Admiral Harris Jr. is Head of the U.S. Pacific Command. He came to Capitol Hill to raise 
concerns about China's intent.

Adm. Harris: In my opinion, China is clearly militarizing the South China Sea and you'd 
have to believe in the flat Earth to think otherwise.

Poling: You're seeing an entirely new island, where nothing existed before.

Greg Poling runs the Asia Maritime Transparency initiative. They commission satellite 
photos to monitor China's activities.

Poling: We have at least two radars under construction, a helipad.

These photos, as recent as February, show China's construction continuing at a breakneck 
speed.

Chinese President Xi Jinping on a recent visit to the U.S., tried to frame the photos 
differently, claiming China "does not intend to pursue militarization."

Adm. McDevitt: You build barracks, you build a harbor, you build an airstrip, all you 
have to do is fly in overnight and it's, and you have a base.

Rear Admiral Mike McDevitt knows the South China Sea and the Spratly Islands.

Adm. McDevitt pointing at a map: Fiery Cross Reef, and that's the one that has the 
longest runway, right now

Now retired, he did seven tours in the pacific, including at the command of a destroyer 
squadron.

Thuman: Last September when China's president was in the Rose Garden and he said 
that China did not intend to pursue militarization. Is that a lie?

Adm. McDevitt: No, I, it's not a lie. Clearly his definition of militarization is different 
than for example Admiral Harris's definition of militarization.
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Poling: By January almost the entire thing is paved, that's long enough to accommodate 
anything, short of a space shuttle.

The South China Sea is home to the busiest shipping corridor in the world. $5 trillion 
worth of goods passes through every year.

Thuman: How alarming is it to you?

Adm. McDevitt: I would use the term disappointing in many ways that China has in so 
many different ways chosen to play fast and loose with the law of the sea. Is this a litmus 
test for the way that China in the future will react to its near neighbors and the United 
States?

Although the international law of the sea permits free passage of ships and planes, the 
Chinese are already beginning to push back.

Last May, the U.S. Navy's P-8 Poseidon patrolled the area.

Navy Pilot: We see here construction of a landing strip and on the back side there is the 
taxiway they're building.

And received this warning: "This is the Chinese Navy, Chinese Coast Guard, please go 
away quickly."

Thuman: Senator McCain chairman of the Armed Services Committee, he said the 
Obama Administration's policies have failed when it comes to China's militarization of 
the South China Sea. Do you agree with that?

Adm. McDevitt: And so what would Senator McCain have preferred we do? Shoot them 
up? Sink those ships? Blow up those dredges? I mean come on.

McDevitt says the rise of China's Navy is inevitable, and right around the corner.

Adm. McDevitt: So they're going to have the range of capability just like the U.S. will 
have except it will be smaller. But because the rest of world's navies have gotten smaller, 
it will be the second most capable navy in the world.

Earlier this year, President Obama called for China to stop the construction.
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President Obama in press conference: I reiterated the U.S. will continue to fly, sail and 
operate wherever International law allows, and we will support the right of all countries 
to do the same.

McDevitt is confident that China's bluster won't interfere with the U.S. Navy's ongoing 
patrols of the area.

Adm. McDevitt: There's only one-way China can prevent us from doing that and that's if 
they try to use force and shoot at us and try to attack us. In short of that, we can go where 
we damn well please, but where international law permits.

Thuman: Do you think that's a realistic scenario, that that would ever occur?

McDevitt: I don't think so. No. China's not stupid. They're not going to, why would they 
want to start a, a conflict with a nuclear armed United States.

FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON
AUG 31
30 min.

The story of a whistleblower, imprisoned by one federal agency, but rewarded by another 
beyond his wildest dreams. Brad Birkenfeld's incredible tale begins in 2007 when he 
turned evidence against one of the biggest and most secretive banks in the world. Still, he 
insists the real scandal isn't what happened to him, it's what happened to U.S. taxpayers.
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FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON
SEP 4
30 min.

SEGMENT 1 

NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, is the largest peacetime military 
organization in the world. Formed just after World War II, it's an alliance of the U.S. and 
27 other North American and European countries.

Led by a U.S. general, or Supreme Allied Commander, they pledge all for one and one 
for all against enemy attacks.

Now, NATO is coming under something of an attack.

Donald Trump is leading the charge, calling NATO obsolete.

The U.S. is increasing its spending on NATO, sending more arms and troops on a scale 
not seen since the Cold War due to Russia's rising military presence in Eastern Europe.

NATO forces and Russian troops are massing along that border, in the modern version of 
the Cold War Part II.

Full Measure's Scott Thuman went to Estonia to talk to U.S. troops.

SEGMENT 2

Arizona Senator John McCain is known to Follow the Money in an effort to cut down on 
what he considers wasteful government spending.

In January 2016, he released a report entitled, "America's Most Wasted: Runaway 
Spending" - highlighting 51 examples of taxpayer waste totaling $27 billion.

Full Measure sat down with the Senator and asked him about a $25,000 National 
Endowment for the Arts grant for an art project entitled: "Something Rotten."
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SEGMENT 3

The Department of Homeland Security plans to spend $13.5 billion tax dollars on 
Customs and Border Protection this year. That includes hiring 2,000 more officers to put 
the nation's biggest law enforcement force above 45,000.

But as Full Measure discovered, hiring that many new agents might be easier said than 
done.

FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON
SEP 11
30 min.

— It’s been 15 years since the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on American soil: 
265 people died on four planes boarded by suicide hijackers; 2,606 were killed in the 
World Trade Center and surrounding area; 125 lost their lives in the Pentagon; and 6,000 
more were injured.

A War on Terror was launched, memorials built and remembrances made. But it’s hardly 
water under the bridge. Islamic terrorism is on the rise in the U.S. and worldwide. And it 
remains a top concern among Americans. On September 20, 2001, days after the attack, 
then-President George W. Bush launched the War on Terror. That war continues today 
with Islamic terrorism is on the rise in the U.S. and worldwide. A Full 
Measure/Rasmussen Reports national survey found terrorism is still a top concern among 
Americans. That’s despite an enormous sum of tax money spent and a sea change in the 
American way of life. 

Jane Rhodes-Wolf: “We heard the first plane hit and you could see a little debris in the 
air, almost looked like confetti.”

Jane Rhodes-Wolf was an FBI agent on assignment a few blocks from the World Trade 
Center.

https://sinclairstoryline.com/news/nation-world/obama-to-lead-nation-in-remembering-those-killed-on-911
https://georgewbushlibrary.smu.edu/photos-and-videos/photo-galleries/september-11-2001.aspx
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/general_politics/september_2016/confidence_about_america_s_safety_from_terrorism_remains_low
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/general_politics/september_2016/confidence_about_america_s_safety_from_terrorism_remains_low
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Rhodes-Wolf: “As a member of our evidence response team, I recall getting my boots on 
and my ray jacket and starting to make my way down towards the World Trade Center.”

Later, when Zacarias Moussaoui, the so-called 20th hijacker, was put on trial, Rhodes-
Wolf was on the FBI team that helped prosecute the case.

Rhodes-Wolf: “Which also included listening to the 911 tapes. So again, an incredibly 
intimate thing we would listen to. We would hear people dying on the phone.”

911 call: “Everybody’s having trouble breathing?

"Everybody’s having trouble breathing. Some people are worse.”

Now, 15 years after those many lives taken, America is grappling with the unforeseen 
tolls. Costs few could have envisioned.

There Have Been 580 Convicted Terrorists in the US Since 9/11 | FindTheData.org

Rhodes-Wolf: “When you think about the fact that al-Qaida executed that plan for 
approximately $450,000, I hate to say the return on their investment, but that’s what they 
got. That’s part of their motivation was to change our society and change our way of 
life.”

Sharyl Attkisson: “We have changed our society in response.”

Rhodes-Wolf: “Absolutely. Absolutely.”

Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wisc., leads a congressional committee that oversees the nation’s 
homeland security efforts.

Attkisson: “Fifteen years after 9/11, it’s the terrorists versus us. Who’s won so far?”

Johnson: “Well, certainly in terms of their goal of disrupting our lives, the terrorists have 
won. We don’t even recognize how many of our freedoms have been taken away from us. 
How it has disrupted our lives.”

For Johnson and other conservatives, attacks on freedom are the moves to restrict gun 
rights.
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For liberals, it’s typified by the government’s massive Utah Data Center, holding more 
information about our lives than we know - with no clear proof that it’s ever foiled a 
terrorist plot.

An entire generation knows little of the America that existed before 9/11, when some 
actually looked forward to a trip to the airport.

Los Angeles International Airport promotional video: “Airports - it makes no difference 
where they are located, be it Berlin, London, New York, Tokyo or Los Angeles.

"Airports are downright exciting.”

This is today’s inconvenient reality; a traveler captured a seemingly endless security line 
last May ...

Video: “Let’s see how long this thing is.”

... at Chicago’s Midway Airport.

Video: “We’re just getting started.”

An incredible $70 billion tax dollars have been spent on the Transportation Security 
Administration - more than 42,000 TSA employees screen passengers and man body 
scanners at more than 400 U.S. airports.

And there’s a whole generation that doesn’t know what it's like walking freely into a 
sports stadium or federal building. Those days are gone. Today’s reality: metal detectors 
and handheld wand checks.

President George W. Bush signed the Homeland Security Act on Nov. 25, 2002, a law 
combining more than 20 federal agencies into one massive entity: The Department of 
Homeland Security.

And money has poured into other agencies for national security: $30 billion to the FBI’s 
counterterrorism efforts.

We’ve also spent more than $3 billion tightening port protection with cameras, cargo 
screening and fences.
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David Espie, head of Maryland port security, points out there have been no terrorist 
attacks on America’s 360 ports.

Espie: “We have a very strong infrastructure and terrorists, as you’ve seen in the past 
years, target the soft targets where there’s no anticipation of such behavior. We anticipate 
such behavior every second of the day.”

But amid the successes, the Department of Homeland Security has become a wildly 
bloated bureaucracy. The budget now tops $64 billion tax dollars a year. Number of 
employees: 240,000. Enough to fill Yankee Stadium - about five times.

Sen. Johnson: “The motivation of the government is the exact same thing as private 
sector. It wants to grow. You know, so the Department of Homeland Security is no 
different from any other government agency or department. It wants to grow.”

Attkisson: “When you look at the Department of Homeland Security today, what are 
your reflections on that agency?”

“I’m trying to figure out why the Department of Homeland Security is worried about 
people who are deep-frying turkeys.”

Thomas Nichols is a professor of national security affairs at the US Naval War College. 
He studies the Homeland Security mission and missteps.

Nichols: “At one point, Homeland Security put out a reminder that if you throw a frozen 
turkey into a giant vat of boiling oil, you could get hurt. Which is true. No one would 
recommend that you throw a giant frozen bird into a vat of oil. But I don’t understand 
how that became a Homeland Security issue.”

PSA: “The temperature is 350 degrees. So, put the turkey in.”

PSA: “Watch how easy it is to top over.”

Attkisson: “And what does (that) tell you?”

Nichols: “It tells me that they’re looking for things to do.”

And, apparently, looking for ways to spend your tax money. Some of Homeland 
Security’s $50 billion in anti-terrorism grants has gone to questionable expenses.
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Like a conference at San Diego’s posh Paradise Point Island resort where, believe it or 
not, this was part of the supposed emergency response training: a live “zombie 
apocalypse” demonstration.

And after $70 billion spent on TSA, an Inspector General report leaked last year showed 
testers managed to smuggle mock weapons and bombs past federal screeners 96 percent 
of the time.

But the multi-billion-dollar vision of a new Homeland Security headquarters may be the 
most tangible example of a boondoggle. After 10 years it’s still a construction zone 
marred by cost overruns and delays.

Attkisson: “What are some of your observations about the incredible amount of money 
and effort that’s been put into this agency?”

Nichols: “When large bureaucracies like a government are told to do things, they tend to 
create more, large bureaucracies. So, I think the answer to spend a lot of money, to 
employ a lot of people, to build a lot of buildings, was an understandable reaction, but it 
was not an efficient reaction.”

The biggest single post-9/11 cost is war. An estimated $3 trillion tax dollars has been 
committed to the conflicts in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other strongholds of Islamic 
extremist terrorists.

All told, it is estimated the cost of terror has cost more than $30 million an hour, every 
hour for the past 15 years: about $4 trillion tax dollars.

All that money - and some on the front lines insist we’re back to square one.

Federal immigration officer in silhouette: “And as far as immigration is concerned, 
everything that we did after 9/11 to prevent it has all been undone.”

This federal officer who works in the U.S. immigration system doesn’t want to be 
identified for fear of losing his job.

Federal immigration officer in silhouette: “If I were to find the men that went on to 
become the 9/11 hijackers, if they found them today, they would be legally deportable 
because they overstayed their visas. But because of the policies in place, no immigration 
officer could take any action against them. After they kill people, then we can deport 
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them. We just keep making the same mistakes, more innocent people will die because we 
refuse to enforce the law. Plain and simple.”

Attkisson: “As chairman of the Senate Homeland Security committee, what keeps you 
up at night?”

Sen. Johnson: “Our borders are not secure. If you’re concerned about ISIS operatives 
coming to America, yeah, be concerned about refugees, be concerned about the visa 
waiver program, but be really concerned about our completely porous, particularly 
southern, border.”

That even though the number of Border Patrol agents has doubled to 21,000 and its 
budget has more than tripled to $13 billion a year.

Gil Kerlikowske: “People need to realize that the border is much more secure than it’s 
ever been.”

Gil Kerlikowske is head of Customs and Border Protection.

Attkisson: “How much focus is going into the idea of terrorists crossing the border?”

Kerlikowske: “Terrorism is a concern, whether it would be the people that came in 
through 9/11 that entered the country and went through the process, or whether it's 
homegrown terrorists, young people who are influenced by the media and influenced 
frankly through the internet to create a terrorist act. Before 9/11 there wasn't a lot of 
information sharing among agencies, in particular, the federal government to the local 
government. That’s changed dramatically.”

Rhodes-Wolf, now retired from the FBI, says we’ve done a good job fighting a nimble, 
unpredictable enemy.

Attkisson: “When I say what’s been the cost of terror, what do you think?”

Rhodes-Wolf: “I will never forget the lives, the voices I listened to as they died on the 
telephone, some of them screaming for help. There’s this one woman Melissa Doy, who, 
I listened to her call, I’ve listened to it probably 100 times. She cared for her friends, she 
cared for her family and her coworkers and she actually dies saying the Lord’s Prayer.”
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911 call: “Hold on one second please. I’m gonna die aren’t I?”

“No. No. No. No. No.”

“I’m gonna die.”

“Ma’am, say your prayers.”

Rhodes-Wolf: “Melissa Doy is my memory.”

911 call: “Ma’am, Melissa? The phone is still open. Melissa? Melissa?”

The biggest toll: More than 6,000 American lives lost in the war on terror in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

ALSO DISCUSSED

President Obama's refusal to use the words "Islamic extremism" in the War on Terror has 
confounded even some high-ranking members of his own administration.

One of them was head of the Defense Intelligence Agency, Lt. General Michael Flynn.

In 2014, General Flynn lost his job over testimony he gave to Congress about the radical 
ideology behind the terrorists' jihad.

In his new book, Field of Fight, he outlines his plan to defeat Radical Islam.

Full Measure spoke with General Flynn and asked and what was the uncomfortable truth 
he told Congress that caused the Obama administration to fire him.
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FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON
Sept 18
30 min.

Full Measure interviewed the U.S. governor who recently vowed he'd "no longer speak to 
the press ever again." That governor is Republican Paul LePage of Maine and he’s been 
embroiled in controversies stemming from his dislike of the press, and his unorthodox 
ways, which some find offensive or worse. His supporters think he’s a straight-shooter 
who’s become a political target in part because of his aggressive push to reform The 
Welfare State. Full Measure explores his effort to get Mainers off the dole and whether 
it’s a model for the rest of the nation.

Maine is known for scenic water views, an abundance of lobster and its reputation as a 
welfare state.

But last month, Governor Paul LePage’s effort to reform that reputation was threatened 
by an expletive-filled voicemail he left a critic over whether his policies are racially-
motivated.

Governor Paul LePage Voicemail: “I want you to prove that I'm a racist. I've spent my 
life helping black people and you little son-of-a b---- socialist ----sucker.”

That drew national attention and calls for him to resign.

Rachel Maddow Show: “This is by no means an exhaustive catalog of Governor Paul 
LePage, his controversies and his fights and even his public smearing. That would take 
way too long.”

But LePage insists he’s not going anywhere and will continue pushing aggressive welfare 
reforms, which helped him get elected in 2010.

That year, a full 36% of Maine’s budget was spent on welfare like food stamps and cash 
assistance.

Call Center Operator: “We’ll either call you back today or tomorrow.”

LePage: “I am the example, the poster child for the American dream, and you don’t it by 
taking. You do it by giving and earning what you have.
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Call Center Operator: “Let’s go ahead and look at your expenses as well.”

LePage has launched a crackdown on fraud after discovering a shocking detail nobody 
else had unearthed; millions of dollars in food stamps intended for needy Maine residents 
were being spent in far-flung locations like Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Sharyl Attkisson: “What does that tell you?”

LePage: “It tells me that it doesn’t work (laughs). That’s what it tells me. It tells me that 
there’s nobody check, looking after the chicken coop.”

Tom Roth leads the effort to catch welfare cheats.

Tom Roth: “We’ve got one large case that should be going for indictment soon that’s 
about a quarter of a million dollars in theft and that’s our largest case to date.”

LePage has also pushed through a series of major welfare reforms. Maine was one of the 
few states with no restrictions on how long people could get cash assistance. Now there’s 
a five-year limit. Those convicted of drug crimes can be booted off welfare if they flunk a 
drug test.

And then there are big changes to the food stamp program.

LePage: “Food stamps is a copout. The difference between myself and those who say, 
‘I’m bad because I don’t want to give them food stamps’, I’d rather teach them how to 
earn money so they can buy their own food.”

Under revisions made in October 2014, Maine adults under age 50 with no dependents 
can only get food stamps if they enroll in vocational education, volunteer an hour a day 
or work 20 hours a week, if they’re mentally and physically able.

After one year, the results were remarkable. The food stamp caseload of childless adults 
dropped more than 80% from above 13,000 to under 2600.

LePage: “I’ve met some people that in 2010 hated me. Hated me. I was, when I was 
campaigning about reforming welfare and I would just get these letters occasionally 
saying, “You were absolutely right. Now I’m not on benefits. I am self-reliant for myself. 
We’re productive.
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But the governor’s brand of tough-love has plenty of skeptics. Chantal Brouillard is a 
restaurant manager in Castine, Maine.

Chantal Brouillard: “I think that, yeah, we can’t have a state that’s dependent on it, but 
I think he is potentially going to take away benefits for families and community members 
that really, really need it, and I think that’s scary.”

State Senator Nate Libby, a Democrat, accuses the Governor of throwing the baby out 
with the bathwater.

Nate Libby: “I think the Governor has sort of um created this sense in the state of Maine 
that all welfare is bad, and that you know, people should be cut off of the public 
assistance rolls at any cost, without sort of looking at the corollary effects of that.”

LePage’s reforms and his running commentary on the causes of Maine’s social ills, have 
set off critics. Earlier this year, he said most Maine’s heroin problems are coming from 
black out-of-state drug dealers.

LePage: “Guys that are named ‘D-money,’ ‘Smoothy,’ ‘Shifty,’ these type of guys that 
come from Connecticut and New York, they come up here. They sell their heroin. Then 
they go back home. Incidentally, half the time, they impregnate a young white girl before 
they leave.”

Confronted by what he viewed as a hostile media and accusations he’s racist, LePage 
lashed out and said he wished it were the 1880’s so he could duel one of his critics.

And he stood by his earlier criticism.

LePage: “This is what I said. There’s a, we have a lot of people from Connecticut, New 
York, The Bronx, they come up to Maine with heroin. They’re killing our people. And 
yes, they move into, they find a woman to move in with. And since we’re 99% white, it’s 
a white woman. Sorry, but it’s a fact.”

Attkisson: “The words people use about you that you don’t like are often ‘angry,’ 
‘racist’…

LePage: “Oh I’m racist?”

Attkisson: Hateful.”
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LePage: “If I have something to say, I say it right out. And do I say things that are not 
politically correct? Yes. Will I continue? Yes. Do I get attention? Yes. All of the above. 
And I think you people worry too much about PC being politically correct, instead of the 
heart of the person.”

LePage insists his heart is in the right place and his philosophies deeply rooted in 
personal experience. His grandparents came to Maine from Canada to work in the textile 
mills. He grew up in an abusive home, speaking only French. He’s the eldest of 18 
children…most he never knew because he ran away at age 11.

Attkisson: “Was it a tough upbringing?”

LePage: “A major tough upbringing. Major. And to the point where I just couldn’t take 
it, and I left.”

Attkisson: “What happened?”

LePage: “It was a beating. Um a vicious beating. And I left home.”

He lived on the streets until two families gave him work and took him in.

Attkisson: “Some would say being someone who grew up in poverty, abused as a child, 
homeless for a time, that you should have the most kind of sympathy for people?”

LePage: “I do.”

Attkisson: “Going through that.”

LePage: “I am the most compassionate person for poverty that exist in the state of 
Maine, and the United States of America. You try growing up, can’t speak English, on 
the streets of Maine. I’m gonna tell you, you go to school with a hole in your shoe, and 
you get a piece of cardboard to keep it from freezing, and the fact that you’re living on 
the streets, you don't have a shower every day, and you tell me we don’t get 
discriminated against.”

He a became successful businessman and father of five, including a young man he calls 
his adopted son, Devon, who is black. LePage says his street experience taught him what 
helps and what doesn’t.
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LePage: “July of 1964 we had a war on poverty, and we’ve thrown money at it, and then 
we turn around and walk away. But I roll up my sleeves, and work with people, and teach 
them how to get out of poverty.”

On our visit, the governor took us to Capitol Clubhouse, a program that trains the 
mentally ill so they can earn their own paychecks.

Clubhouse worker: “Thank you for visiting our clubhouse.”

30 years ago, LePage was the first businessman in the state to hire so-called transitional 
employees from a Clubhouse project.

Drowned out by the noise over the Governor’s controversies are his supporters and 
successes.

Attkisson: What do you think of Governor LePage?”

Shirley Anne Davidson: “I love him.”

Attkisson: “Why?”

Davidson: “Why? Because he’s not a politician. One of the things I agree with is the idea 
that everybody should be pulling their own weight.”

Scott Mitchell: “His concerns about the state are spot on in regards to the things that 
need to change in the state of Maine. His approach is questionable. We all know that.”

While more people have been getting on food stamps nationally, it’s the opposite in 
Maine. Under LePage, the state’s food stamp enrollment has dropped 23%. Cash 
assistance cases are down 62%. And the amount of food stamp money spent outside of 
Maine has been cut almost in half

Eric Brakey is a Republican state senator.

Sen. Eric Brakey: “Welfare reform has been a very popular message here in Maine. 
Now maybe in some corners of you know, “The People's Republic of Portland”, uh may- 
maybe it’s not always not always as popular there. Um but, but statewide we, we see that 
um welfare reform is very popular. “
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So popular, there’s a brand new law barring people from spending cash benefits on 
alcohol, tobacco, guns and tattoos.

And it was sponsored by a Democrat: Senator Libby.

Libby: “A lot of Mainers are really surprised to learn that you can use state public 
assistance to buy cigarettes and alcohol. And I don’t think there’s anybody who thinks 
that’s a um an expenditure that helps pull somebody out of poverty.”

As the sun sets on the LePage administration; he’s out in two years under term limits; he 
plans to stay the course. It remains to be seen whether Maine’s reforms will lead to more 
poverty, as some critics fear.

For now, the state’s call centers sound a little less like a welfare state.

Call Center operator: “This is definitely a temporary assistance. It’s not something 
that’s permanent.”

And LePage says he’s out to reduce dependency, not make friends.

LePage: “I don’t care. I wasn’t here to be liked. This is my story about uh being liked. 
When I want to be liked, I go get a dog. It’s unconditional love, and I have 3 now. I might 
have to have a 4th one before I’m done (laughs).

A footnote— Full Measure visited the Governor in Maine shortly before he swore off 
talking to the press amid controversy over his remarks about black heroin dealers coming 
from out-of-state.

ALSO DISCUSSED

This past week, for the first time, we heard public testimony from technicians who helped 
set up Hillary Clinton’s email systems when she was Secretary of State then helped 
permanently delete emails after they were subpoenaed. Which meant that the FBI 
couldn’t review them. This week, The Republican-led house oversight committee held 
hearings. Sharyl Attkisson sat down with Chairman Jason Chaffetz to talk about the 
investigation.
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Rep. Chaffetz: “It's one of the biggest security breaches in the history of the United States 
State Department. So we got to make sure that we understand how it happened, try to put 
that genie back in the bottle. But, it's just a major security breach that has untold 
implications for a long time to come.”

Attkisson: “Once I sorted through the FBI summary it was pretty clear the FBI had no 
idea if it saw key Hillary Clinton emails. Some of what they found was that the Clinton's 
Apple personal server she used for work mail couldn't be found. An Apple Mac book 
laptop and thumb drive that once had her email archives were lost. Thirteen of Clinton's 
mobile devices were lost, discarded or destroyed.” “After she was notified her records 
would be sought by the Benghazi committee, copies of her email on the laptops of her 
attorneys were permanently wiped with Bleachbit. After her emails were subpoenaed, her 
email archive was permanently deleted with Bleachbit from the server she was using at 
the time. And after the subpoena, backups of that server were manually deleted.”

Rep. Chaffetz: “It really is unbelievable. If you put this in a movie, nobody would believe 
it. But remember this information is so classified and so sensitive that if the adversary 
saw it, people are going to get killed. And it was done so sloppily. I mean, it's just the 
cavalier attitude that she was above the law.”

Attkisson: “Today we saw publicly for the first time technicians who took part in the 
BleachBitting, the permanent deletion of some of these emails after subpoena. They took 
the fifth.”

Video of technicians’ testimony: “I respectfully refuse to answer and assert my fifth 
amendment privilege.”

Attkisson: “In its partial review, the FBI found over 2,000 emails currently classified as 
confidential or secret, 193 emails that were classified at the time they were sent. Most 
remain classified today. 8 were top secret, 37 were secret and so on. And 12 of the 
sensitive email chains were not provided by Hillary's attorneys. The FBI found them in 
other ways.”

On March 10, 2015, Hillary Clinton gave a speech at the United Nations and addressed 
the email controversy.

Clinton: “I did not email any classified material to anyone on my email. There is no 
classified material.”
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Rep. Chaffetz: “Well, and we still have literally tens of thousands of emails that they 
haven't finished going through. They have 14,900 of them that the State Department is 
reviewing, but we heard testimony last week that there's an additional universe of tens of 
thousands that they haven't gone through. And a lot of this stuff was destroyed.”

Attkisson: “What's so bad about the idea of some of those emails being obtained by our 
enemies? Has anything happened because of it? Our world hasn't exactly fallen in.”

Rep. Chaffetz: “Well, I guarantee you that people knowing the secretary's schedule does 
affect the world politics, the world of politics. You have everything from satellite imagery 
to drone strikes to--covert operators. You know; a lot of this will be untold-- behind the 
scenes. But what if you were putting your life on the line? What if it was your son or 
daughter who was out there serving this country in--maybe a clandestine way and then 
you had this cavalier person in Hillary Clinton just not secure the data? It puts people at 
jeopardy, at risk, and there's untold consequences to that.” 

Chairman Chaffetz stressed that the consequences may not be visible now, but they are 
very real.

Rep. Chaffetz: “--like I've said many times before, she was not the secretary of fish and 
wildlife. She’s the Secretary of State. And if you could know in advance where she was 
going, what she was saying, what her advisors were telling her, it gives you an advantage 
that isn't gonna necessarily show up on the front page of the New York Times. But it gives 
you that much more of an advantage. If you were playing cards with somebody and you 
could see those cards before they played them, my guess is you're going to win more 
hands than lose. So that's what was happening in this situation.”
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FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON
Sept 25
30 min.

Sharyl Attkisson: The-some of the analysts and some people who are experts, as well as 
some of the media, seem to go in to contortions to try not to say early on it was a possible 
terrorist event.

Donald Trump: That’s true. They want to go in and they just don’t wanna say that, 
because that offends some people, including our president. They don’t want to mention 
the term radical Islamic terrorism under any circumstance, including Hillary Clinton. I 
laughed this morning when I see her on television saying how she’s gonna do this and 
that. She’s been there for 30 years; she hasn’t done anything. I mean, she’s all talk and no 
action. But she was saying that she’s gonna this and she—I’m the one that’s been talking 
about this for a long time, as long as you’ve known me. And this is radical Islamic 
terrorism. It has to be dealt with sharply. It’s the only language that they’re gonna 
understand, and this problem that we have now is only going to get worse with weak 
leadership.

Sharyl Attkisson: On the economy, in a recent survey, a majority of business economists 
said that Hillary Clinton was the best choice for the economy. And libertarian Gary 
Johnson came in a distant second, and you came in third. Why do you think that is and 
how could you change their minds?

Donald Trump: Well, I think that the most respected economists are on my side, to be 
honest with you. I think that I’ve seen tremendous reviews of my tax plan, but they do 
know, you have to understand, they do know that I’m gonna stop these horrible trade 
deals. We’re gonna have trade, we’re gonna have free trade, but we’re gonna have real 
free trade, not free trade, which is a one-way highway out of our country for our jobs and 
our money. NAFTA is the worst trade deal ever signed in the history of the world, not 
only the country. You look at what it’s done to our states, and you look at what it’s done 
to, you know, our country, what it’s done to us. The jobs are gone, the money’s gone. I 
go upstate New York, I go to Pennsylvania, I go to Ohio, I go all over, especially for the 
primaries, I’ve never seen devastation like this. We’re like a third world country. Those 
factories were vibrant 30 years ago, and today they’re empty, they’re falling down, 
they’re collapsing from the rain and the snow. So, no, I think that we’ve had tremendous 
reviews. I mean, look, I’m gonna lower taxes, Hillary Clinton is going to raise taxes. I’m 
going to—that’s what I do, I have thousands and thousands of people that work for me 
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and have, I’ve created tens of thousands of jobs. But a lot of people are concerned when I 
say that I’m gonna renegotiate our trade deal, Sharyl. And I understand that they’re 
concerned, but there’s nothing to be concerned about. We lose right now, we have a 
deficit, in terms of, of all of the trading we do with other countries. We have a trade 
deficit 800, almost, 800 billion dollars a year. We’re losing more than 400 billion dollars 
a year with China, in terms of a trade deficit. With Mexico, with Japan, I mean, what are 
we doing? What are we doing? I, I often say, who negotiates these deals? So, your 
establishment people are saying, Oh, gee, you know, let things be the way—I don’t think 
we can let them be the way they are, because our country is being devastated and our jobs 
are being taken.

Sharyl Attkisson: I want to hit on a couple of personal controversies for you. New York’s 
Attorney General, Eric Schneiderman, who’s already suing you over Trump University, 
which he’s called a bait and switch fraud, now says he’s opened an inquiry to the Trump 
Foundation. Are you confident that the Trump foundation has followed all charitable 
rules and laws?

Donald Trump: Well, I hope so, I mean, my lawyers do it. We give away money, I don’t 
make anything, I take no salaries, I take no—any costs, I have zero costs, and a lot of 
money goes through the Trump Foundation into charities. Goes to charities, it doesn’t go 
to me, it goes to charities.

Sharyl Attkisson: I’ll point out that Mr. Schneiderman is a Hillary Clinton supporter and 
has apparently found nothing worthy of inquiry with the Clinton Foundation.

Donald Trump: With the hundreds of millions of dollars of things, isn’t it interesting, and 
he said he’s not even gonna look at it. But we—I think my people do a very good job 
with it.

Sharyl Attkisson: Nearly every major news organization has remarked during the Obama 
administration years, that this has been a record for obstruction and lack of transparency. 
But considering your rocky relationship with the press, do they have reason to be 
concerned that things will continue along that path or even get worse? Maybe reporters 
you don’t agree with could get banned, thing like that.

Donald Trump: Well, I think this, that the press has been very dishonest with me, to a 
large extent, not all of them, not you, by the way. But the press has been very, very 
dishonest and when I see it, I’m just amazed. At the same time, I will certainly be open to 
dealing with the press and reporters, but the level of—
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Sharyl Attkisson: Do you see yourself banning, banning reporters from certain events and 
things like that?

Donald Trump: No, I don’t see that, but a lot of people have done it, and a lot of people, a 
lot of different businesses have done it. The press has been very, very dishonest. I mean, 
even recently when I said yesterday, the bombing, and she said, the bombing, and they 
criticized my use of the word bombing, but not hers and they cut it out, and, I mean, 
many other things, even over the last couple of days. So, the relationship with the press 
is—it’s not a question of good, all I want is honesty. And if there’s something wrong or 
something bad, I can handle that, but when you do something great, and they try to make 
it as negative as possible, constantly, it’s really not a fair situation.

Sharyl Attkisson: You and I first spoke about a year ago, when there was something like 
16 other republicans in the race and you had a long haul. Going back to a year ago, did 
you really think you had a good chance at being here today?

Donald Trump: Well, I don’t think I would’ve been doing it if I didn’t. You know, my 
question is, is do you really think this was going to happen? And I guess the answer is, I 
wouldn’t have done it if I didn’t, you know, I’m not looking to lose. And traditionally, I 
do well, and I win, and I, I, you know, I do a nice job. This has become a very big 
situation, it’s amazing. What’s happened is amazing. You see outside, you see the kind of 
crowds we have. And you just said something, you ought to show pictures of what’s 
outside, because it’s true, the press is an example. They never show the size of the crowd, 
ever. The only time they show it is, is a little bit of protest someplace within the crowd, 
then all of a sudden they show, and then people say, wow, what a big crowd that is. But I 
think the answer is, I would assume that I thought this was going to happen, because I 
wouldn’t have done it if I didn’t.

Sharyl Attkisson: How has the past year changed you? From the time you started this 
race to where you are today, with all you’ve learned, the turns that you’ve taken, and the 
criticism that you’ve had, and the success that you’ve had.

Donald Trump: Well, I think it’s probably changed me, but I haven’t had a lot of time to 
think about it, because every day I’m campaigning, I’ll make three or four major 
speeches, sometimes in one day, where you have massive crowds and you know that, you 
see it. It’s been an amazing experience. What has been, is that the people of this country 
are incredible. They’re looking for hope, they’re looking for change, they’re looking for 
success, they’re looking for victory. We don’t win anymore; our country doesn’t win 
anymore. We don’t win our trade, we can’t beat ISIS, we don’t win with the military. We 
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have the greatest people in the world in our military, but it’s depleted. We don’t take care 
of our vets, it looks like the Second Amendment’s in big trouble. Certain if I, if I don’t 
win, the Second Amendment is in big, big trouble. Healthcare is a disaster. We don’t win 
anymore, and I will tell you that I think the reason it’s caught on so much is, we’re gonna 
win again, we’re gonna start winning again. And people understand that and people see 
it.

Sharyl Attkisson: What does it mean to be an American?

Donald Trump: To me, being an American is the ultimate, you have to be so lucky to be 
born into this country. It’s the ultimate jackpot. If you’re born in America, boy, what an 
advantage.

Sharyl Attkisson: Will you keep tweeting yourself if you become president?

Donald Trump: Probably not, although it is a great way of communicating.

Sharyl Attkisson: It can be. This is a more complex question, but maybe you can just 
touch on it. What would you do if Russia were to invade Estonia?

Donald Trump: Well, I don’t want to say, because I don’t like saying, I don’t like telling 
people what I’m going to do. One of the biggest problems we have is, every politician 
gets upset. We’re gonna this, we’re gonna send troops here, we’re gonna send troops 
there, they’re gonna arrive at a certain time of the day. I don’t like saying that. I, I think 
it’s a very bad policy to be discussing.

Sharyl Attkisson: Is your tax philosophy more that it takes a certain amount of money to 
run the government, and you get it however you need to get it? Or that we should only 
take a limited amount from the people and spend that?

Donald Trump: No, I think it takes a certain amount of money and you want to take care 
of your people, and we end up getting it, but taxes are too high in this country. I’m giving 
a massive tax reduction and I’m also getting rid of regulation, we have so much 
regulation. The tax reduction I’m giving is, is tremendous, but you know what, people are 
more excited about the regulation cutting. We have regulations on regulations, and 
honestly, it’s gotten out of control, and it’s really killing our businesses, that I can tell 
you.
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Sharyl Attkisson: And if you could go back a year and tell yourself, a year ago, 
something that you’ve learned today, how to be, how to change, how to act, would there 
be something?

Donald Trump: Well, I think the main thing, and I would’ve known this, maybe without 
having to go back, never ever quit, never give up.

09/25/2016 — 75% of all registered voters in the U.S. say they plan to tune in to the 
debate Monday night.

And that doesn't include a big number of non-voters who will watch in fascination from 
the sidelines. Of debates, George W. Bush once said, "I don't think you ever win them, 
but you darn sure can lose them." This time who wins and who loses, may prove pivotal. 
Scott Thuman reports on the history, of must-see, political TV.

On September 26, 1960, more than 70 million Americans tuned in to see Senator John 
Kennedy go toe to toe with Vice President Richard Nixon.

The optics were everything, Kennedy was tanned and rested while Nixon was pale, 
underweight and sweaty

Lichtman: “While I don’t think the debates moved the needle very much, they ended the 
narrative that Kennedy wasn’t prepared.”

Allan Lichtman is a political historian and professor at American University in 
Washington D.C.

He was so factual. He was so on point. He was so knowledgeable

Kennedy’s knock-out performance not only helped seal his candidacy, but also cemented 
the role of T.V. in making or breaking the candidates.

And it’s the mistakes:

Gerald Ford, 1976: “There is no Soviet domination of Eastern Europe”

The gaffes:
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President Bush to Dukakis: “Before we go to deployment on the Midgetman missile or 
on the Minuteman, whatever it is. We're going to have to - the MX - MX - we're going to 
have to do that. (crowd laughs.) It's Christmas. It's Christmas.”

And the one liners:

Ross Perot: “There will be a giant sucking sound going south.”

That have come to define the debates.

Reagan and Mondale Debate: “I am not going to exploit for political purposes, my 
opponent's youth and inexperience.”

While Regan’s Zinger ended what Lichtman calls the “negative narrative” about his age, 
he says Al Gore’s debate performance in 2000 only enhanced his.

Lichtman: “You’re too overwrought, you’re too overblown, you exaggerate things,” 
“and with all his incredibly deep sighing in a debate”

Bush, 2000 debate: “But can you get things done?”

Lichtman: “All he did was advance the negative narrative that was already in place.”

Lichtman says, with polls showing Clinton and Trump neck and neck, Monday’s debates 
are more high stakes than usual.

Lichtman: “Both candidates have such high negatives and so much to prove.”

Thuman: “How important is it that they just get out clean?”

Lichtman: “It shouldn’t be important at all that they just avoid a gaffe, I think one of the 
big problems with media coverage is that they cover it like Nascar...They’re looking for 
the accident, everyone makes mistakes but that’s not critically what candidates should be 
judged on. What candidates should be judged on is their knowledge, their vision, their 
values, their experience, their truthfulness.”

But in a campaign where Truthfulness has been a constant casualty,
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Clinton: “I did not send classified material, and I did not receive any material that was 
marked or designated classified…”

Lichtman says that standard seems unlikely.

Trump: “Hillary Clinton and her campaign of 2008 started the birther controversy.”

Lichtman: “We have in Donald Trump a completely unprecedented candidate, who has 
become known for making things up, for playing hard and fast with the truth. Then of 
course you have Hillary Clinton. People wonder what she stands for. People wonder if 
she’s too secretive, and not being honest enough with the American people. So you’ve 
got some pretty negative narratives going for both candidates, that they’ve gotta make 
sure don’t become a tidal wave after the debates.”

Thuman: “...we’ve seen a lot of show business in the election so far, haven’t we? Is this 
going to be a continuation of that?”

Lichtman: “Donald Trump is the master of showbiz, but the question is will that play in 
debates? Everyone that you interview... says we are looking for substance we don’t care 
about the flash, that’s what the voters tell you. Well these debates will be the test of how 
much they really mean that.”

 


