
Re:  This Week in Baseball 
Air Date: April 16, 2011  
  
TWIB Show #1203 "Toronto Blue Jays" 
Act One "Jose Bautista": Last season the Toronto Blue Jays won 85 games in the 
toughest division in baseball. Their faithful fans believe the Jays are a team on the rise, 
as indicated by the tremendous atmosphere at the sold out Rogers Center for the 
season opener. New manager John Farrell has the Blue Jays playing an aggressive 
brand of baseball. A promising starting rotation features Ricky Romero, one of the best 
young pitchers in the game. Last year, all-star outfielder Jose Bautista had an amazing 
season. Back in 2004 Jose was a baseball nomad, struggling at the plate as he became 
the first man since 1901 to play for four different teams his first season in the big 
leagues – Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Tampa Bay and Kansas City. In August of 2008 Jose 
was traded to the Blue Jays, where manager Cito Gaston and hitting coach Dwayne 
Murphy modified his swing. The coaches changed his timing and rhythm, then with 
much hard work and practice, Bautista began to hit. In 2011, Jose led the majors in 
home runs (54) and extra base hits. Hopefully, Jose's winning mind set will lead Toronto 
to its first playoff berth in nearly 20 years.  
Educational theme:  Aficionados are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, team and/ or 
player. Sports fans particularly have fun watching baseball. Fun can simply be defined 
as the wise use of one's time. 
Educational theme: Baseball nomads are players who have baseball skills but travel 
from team to team, rather than having an extended career with one ball club. 
Educational theme: Aggressive baseball is a style of play where the athletes perform 
with reckless abandon. It is exciting and daring by nature. 
Educational theme: Practice is often repetitive. Repetition is the mother of learning. 
 
Act Two - "Blue Jays Youth":  A youth movement has taken place in Toronto in part 
due to their young General Manager, Alex Anthapoulos, who is the youngest GM in 
MLB and a man with a plan.  Alex's philosophy is to draft the best players to either bring 
them to the big leagues or use them in trades for high ceiling, impact players who also 
have a chance to reach their potential and be great players. Currently Toronto has the 
youngest starting rotation in the MLB. Romero is followed by Brett Cecil, who developed 
a devastating change up and won 15 games in 2010 as a rookie. Their youngest starter 
is rookie Kyle Drabek who has electric stuff. The catcher is J.P. Arencibia, who must 
help the staff develop, as he continues to produce at the plate.  Rookie manager John 
Farrell seems to be perfect for the young talented Blue Jays as he instills the inner 
confidence to compete in the American League East.  
        In 2010, Jose Bautistia led all of MLB with 351 total bases. Kyle Drabek was asked 
the TWIBIA question: who was the last Blue Jay player to lead all of baseball in total 
bases? The answer is George Bell who led MLB with 369 total bases in 1987. 
       Winning Road Trips celebrates the team and player that know how to win away 
from home. The Cincinnati Reds defeated the San Diego Padres when they scored six 
runs in the top of the ninth inning. It is the most the Reds have scored in an extra inning 
in 18 years. 
Educational theme:  True leaders always try to be first and give their success to the 



team.   Leadership sees the need, envisions the plan and empowers the team for 
action. The leader has the self-confidence to make the difficult decisions and the 
compassion to let others accomplish it. 
Educational theme:  Putting together a team is a process that only takes a few good 
men. Every revolution began with small groups of people. 
Educational theme: Baseball is all about pitching.  
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max": TWIB continued to follow the adventures of the two intrepid 
fans "Mikey O" and Ryan "Thickish" Wagner, as they continued to watch every MLB 
game for the entire season of 2011 from their high-tech, interactive, hardball haven -- 
The MLB Fan Cave.  This week big league stars Nick Swisher of the NY Yankees, and 
Baltimore’s Adam Jones and pitcher Jeremy Guthrie stopped by to pay a visit. Fan 
Cave fans can win a free night at the ballpark by following the Cave Men on Twitter.           
       Gillette presents The Rookie of the Month, which is a program honoring the top 
rookies of the season in both leagues. The blazing speed of Seattle's Michael Pineda 
was examined. His white hot speed earned him his first big league win. 
 
Educational theme: Twitter is a popular social network and microblogging website that 
allows messages to be posted.  
Educational theme: There is much pleasure to be gained from the pursuit of useless 
knowledge. 
Educational theme:  Documenting landmark achievements is the history of the 
present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight of the future. This is the glory 
and romance preserved in chronicles. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos":  Youngsters were encouraged to execute the 
fundamentals of the game. Harold Reynolds and Jerry Hairston, Jr. talked about how to 
change a batter’s swing that may result into more home runs. Watching Jose Bautista's 
swing, the experts from the MLB Network reported that he had added the leg kick and 
extended his swing all the way through and is able to drive the ball with a strong finish. 
The Toronto coaching staff also opened his stance that resulted in two eyes on the 
baseball so he could concentrate on driving the ball.   
       Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort.  With Toronto ahead three games to two in the 1993 World Series, Joe 
Carter hit a legendary game-winning three-run home run in the bottom of the ninth 
inning of Game 6 to win the series for Toronto.  
       Big League Blast was a dramatic game-winning home run in Detroit, where 
Brandon Inge hit a walk off home run to win it for the Tigers. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: Mechanics, skills and techniques are learned so they become 
automatic or instinctual. This allows one to perform at the elite level of athletics. 



Educational theme: Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts 
time after time, especially in pressure situations. 
Educational theme: Recalling landmark events in a career are informal ways to 
evaluate performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of athletic history 
collected, written and preserved for future generations. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": Some of the best plays of the week were presented to 
the music of Breathe Carolina as they perform "Hello Fascination." This week was a 
great week for baseball. There were plenty of unbelievable, tremendous and beautiful 
defensive catches, several long home runs and game-winning, walk-off base hits. Also 
featured were a few bloopers showing that some players don't get any love.   
Educational theme:  Teachers and coaches can utilize this as an opportunity for 
instruction. Sport pedagogy involves the demonstration and explanation of baseball 
biomechanics, strategies, skills, and mental aspects of athletic performance 
Educational theme: This segment shows the fun side of the multi-facets of baseball.  
Fun is simply the valuable use of one's time. It is a source of enjoyment or pleasure. 
When something is no longer fun, we stop doing it; therefore fun is the key to intrinsic 
motivation. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


