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TWIB Show #1212 "Father's Day" 
 
Act One "Girardi": NY Yankee manager Joe Girardi played a key role in the Yankees 
championship run in the late 1990s, one of the greatest dynasties in Yankee history. 
Although he has moved from catcher to manager, his determination to win remains the 
same. Joe's devotion to the Yankees is second only to his bond with his wife and three 
children. While on the road Joe stays in touch with his family by way of telephone. It is 
wonderful to see a man who has had success on the field be able to balance his life and 
care for his family.  
Educational theme:  Leadership must see the need, provide the vision, and empower 
the team to execute the plan. By strength of commitment and determination, the power 
of the team is unleashed. 
Educational theme: Family and friends are critical components for success. The family 
is the primary support system for an individual.  It presents the first opportunity for well-
being, learning and love. 
Educational theme: The love of a family is life's greatest blessing. 
Educational theme: Balancing work and family is a complex issue that involves 
financial values, gender roles, career paths, time management and many other factors. 
 
Act Two - "Landis/ Ruth Called Shot": When attending any ball game, there is always 
the chance you might witness a magical moment, like the legendary called shot by the 
great "Babe" Ruth in the 1932 World Series.  TWIB detailed the story of a father and 
son that lent a new perspective to Ruth’s blast.  In the fifth inning of Game Three of the 
'32 Fall Classic, with two strikes on him, The Babe raised his hand and pointed towards 
the center field flag pole.  Then on the next pitch he hit the longest home run ever at 
Wrigley Field. After nearly 80 years, Lincoln Landis, the nephew of MLB's first 
commissioner Judge Kennesaw Mountain Landis, recalled what he remembered seeing 
as an eight-year-old while sitting next to his uncle.  The Chicago Cubs and their fans 
were razzing Babe Ruth when Ruth looked at the Cubs and called the shot that has 
endured through baseball history. This particular event was burned into the mind of 
Lincoln Landis. But because it is controversial and considered by some to be mythical, 
he turned to his son Tim to verify his recollection. Tim located a photograph of Judge 
Landis and Lincoln Landis sitting adjacent to the Cubs dugout that validated Lincoln's 
first-hand account and only adds to the intrigue of this epic moment in baseball history.         
        Roberto Alomar was asked the TWIBIA question. Who holds the MLB record for 
catching the most no-hitters? The answer is Boston Red Sox captain Jason Varitek, 
who has caught four and is still playing.  
       Winning Road Trips celebrates the teams and players that know how to win away 
from home. By winning their eighth road series, the Pittsburgh Pirates already have 
more road wins than they had in 2011. 
       In memoriam. Movie producer Laura Ziskin passed away this week. She helped 
found and promote Stand Up To Cancer and touched the hearts of many in the MLB 
Family. 



Educational theme:  Legends are unverifiable stories handed down by tradition and 
accepted as historical truth. They are popularly regarded as a mixture of fact and myth.  
For both fans and players, legend is a source of fun and interest in the American 
institution called baseball. 
Educational theme: In the current athletic era, teaching kids the value of good 
sportsmanship goes a long way in shaping their character. However, back in the day, 
'bench jockeying" was commonly used to annoy and distract opposition players. The 
practice of "bench jockeying" has a long tenure in sport, particularly baseball. 
Educational theme: The essence of winning baseball games is working more together 
as a team and less as individuals. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
Educational theme: Giving back to the community through community service activities 
or fund raising programs for medical research are important to the life of the health of a 
community and its cultural aspirations. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max":  Once again from the high-tech, interactive, hardball haven 
called "The MLB Man Cave," TWIB and the two intrepid baseball fans continued to 
answer the question - what would it be like to watch every inning of every MLB game for 
the entire season of 2011? Together they have watched more than 1000 games this 
year. More than 70 celebrities and MLB players have visited the cave. Recently retired 
baseball bullpen legend Trevor Hoffman stopped by the cave. Trevor is the all-time 
saves leader with 600, and now makes whimsical saves. Traveling the streets of New 
York City, Trevor "saved" Mikey O from getting hit by a bus among other objects – all 
done in a lighthearted manner.       
        Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month, which honors the league's top rookies 
throughout the season. In Philadelphia it was "Two For Tuesday" when the Phillies' 
Domonic Brown hit two long home runs. 
Educational theme: There were several "tongue in cheek" saves done with an 
innuendo or were witty in some way. This type of humor requires mental sharpness and 
keen intelligence. 
Educational theme:  Fun is simply the valuable use of one's time. It is a source of 
enjoyment or pleasure. When something is no longer fun, we stop doing it; therefore fun 
is the key to intrinsic motivation. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos":  To play baseball one must execute the fundamentals 
of the game. MLB Network experts Al Leiter and Ron Gant discussed the thought 
process of pitchers and infielders, when making a play at second base. Leiter says the 
pitcher must know who is covering the base -- normally the shortstop, because that 
makes the throw easier. It is an easier play for the shortstop because everything is in 
front of him and his momentum carries him toward first base while the second baseman 
comes straight across the bag.  



       Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort. There is a non-profit organization in Wisconsin called The Milwaukee 
Fatherhood Initiative that celebrates Father's Day all year around. They celebrate, 
recognize, and honor the importance of fatherhood in our community in an effort to 
strengthen the family. Earlier this year, they teamed with the Brewers to take a group of 
about 50 fathers and their children to St. Louis for a chance to meet and interact with 
some of their favorite players.  The players shared their stories about father figures in 
their lives. A trip to Busch Stadium to watch the Cardinals - Brewers game was enjoyed 
as the Dads and their kids spent time together. It is really special that these fathers 
comprehend the need for positive role models in the lives of children. 
        Big League Blast takes us to Toronto, where the Blue Jays Adam Lind powered his 
club to victory with a walk-off home run in the eleventh inning to defeat the Baltimore 
Orioles. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: The purpose of the fatherhood initiative is to Inspire, educate, 
equip and engage all sectors of society in supporting and promoting benefits associated 
with responsible fatherhood. 
Educational theme:  Family and friends are the root of one's stability. Families are to 
teach, provide and protect their members. The journey to greatness is embraced and 
taught by the family. Sharing one's time with family is an act of love. 
Educational theme:  Performing under pressure requires practicing under pressure. 
The sport psychology of clutch performers involves ambition, determination, 
emotionality, mental toughness and self-confidence. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were set to the song "Something 
to be Proud Of"  by Montgomery Gentry. This segment noted Jose Bautista's 21st home 
run and Justin Verlander's two-hit shutout. Several sensational outfield catches were 
featured, as players dove, leaped and crashed into the wall to get outs. A series of walk-
off base hits were highlighted, especially Starlin Castro's and Adam Lind's home runs. 
Other shots showed fans celebrating and players missing balls. 
Educational theme:  This was a particularly outstanding example of the maximum 
effort and great skill needed to play one of the most difficult games -- baseball. 
Educational theme:  Aficionados are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, team and/ or 
player. Sports fans particularly have fun watching baseball. Fun can simply be defined 
as the wise use of one's time. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


