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TWIB Show #1206 "Home Run Poll"  
 
Act One "Majestic Home Runs": Hitting a tape measure home run produces a sense 
of awe in fans and players. TWIB polled MLB players regarding which of their peers hits 
the most majestic home runs. Opinions varied on who hit the longest. The Cardinals 
Albert Pujols, Prince Fielder of the Brewers, the Rangers' Josh Hamilton, and the 
Phillies’ Ryan Howard were all mentioned. But the longest home run of the 2010 season 
belonged to Adam Dunn of the White Sox, who hit a 504-foot blast.   
Educational theme:  In athletics, iconic players and performances are recognized as 
enduring symbols of achievement. They are respected and held in high esteem by 
aficionados. This respect is earned by achievement, accomplishment and approach. 
Educational theme: Excitement and drama are components of competitive athletics. 
They enhance the fun and interest for both players and fans in the game of baseball. 
Educational theme:  The enemy of great is good. Hitting in the clutch separates the 
good from the great.  Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts 
consistently. 
 
Act Two - "Robbing Home Runs": Many current MLB players can rob home runs.  
Outfielders are athletic, sleek, fast, knowledgeable and leapers. MLB players were 
asked, “Who are the best home run thieves in baseball?”  Several amazing athletes 
were cited -- the Rockies’ Dexter Fowler, the Orioles’ Adam Jones, and the creative 
Ichiro of the Mariners. But the only true "Spiderman" in the game is the Angels' Torii 
Hunter. Among his remarkable catches was the spectacular grab that took a home run 
away from Barry Bonds in the 2002 MLB All Star Game.  
         Ron Gant was asked the TWIBIA question. Who is the only Angel with two three-
home run games? The answer is Doug DeCinces, who did it twice in August 1982.  
       Winning Road Trips celebrates the teams and players that know how to win away 
from home. Contrary to baseball superstition, the play-by play announcer did his job by 
announcing in the course of the game that a no-hitter was possible. Francisco Liriano of 
the Minnesota Twins went on to pitch the season's first no-hitter of the season versus 
the Chicago White Sox.  
Educational theme:  This was a particularly outstanding example of the maximum 
effort and great skill needed to play one of the most difficult games -- baseball. 
Educational theme: The price of success is hard work, dedication to the job, and 
determination to win. It is the only way one is going to accomplish anything meaningful. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
Educational theme: Baseball is a sport with a long history of superstition. One classic 
baseball superstition requires that teammates must not talk to a pitcher who is working 
on a no-hitter. It's an obligation that usually results in the pitcher sitting in isolation on 
the bench in the latter innings. 
 



Act Three - "Pepsi Max": TWIB continued to search for the answer to the question, 
“What would it be like to watch every inning of every Major League game for the entire 
2011 season?” Some of the best players in the game come to visit the two intrepid cave 
men Mike "Mikey” O'Hara and Ryan "Thickish" Wagner in the MLB Fan Cave.  Mikey O 
confused White Sox second baseman Gordon Beckham with soccer superstar David 
Beckham. The fun continued with a spoof of British formality as the boys had high tea. 
They were pleasantly surprised by the Midwestern food of ribs that came their way from 
Target Field.          
        Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month, which honors the league's top rookies 
throughout the season. A pair of rookies was honored in April. Seattle's Michael Pineda 
had four wins and one loss with a 2.01 ERA in his first month in the majors, and 
Chicago Cubs' Darwin Barney hit .326 in April with 14 RBIs. 
Educational theme: To pursue knowledge, we must be free to follow wherever that 
question takes one. Learning is a lifelong activity.  
Educational theme:  It is what you learn after you know it all that counts. The only way 
to get better is to get smarter. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos": To play baseball one must execute the fundamentals of 
the game. Ways of robbing home runs was the topic for MLB experts Harold Reynolds 
and Brian Jordan. Brian explained that on the first day in a ballpark you should go to the 
outfield and measure the number of strides to the warning track. Knowing where the 
wall is allows you to get that stride and jump as high as possible. 
               Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort. There have been numerous memorable and improbable walk-off home 
runs. The 1951 New York Giants won the NL pennant with a stunning three-run homer 
by Bobby Thompson with "the shot heard around the world."  In the '88 World Series, 
the injured Kirk Gibson came off the bench to hit a game-winning pinch hit home run for 
the LA Dodgers. In Game Seven of the 1960 World Series, Bill Mazeroski led off the 
bottom of the ninth inning with the game tied, and hit perhaps the most improbable 
homer of all time to give the Pittsburgh Pirates the World Championship. 
               Big League Blast takes us to Tampa Bay where B.J. Upton crushed a long 
home run deep over the center field fence to give the Rays a 3-2 win. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: Learners learn from learners. 
Educational theme: History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of 
achievement and evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest for both 
players and fans. 
Educational theme: Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts 
time after time. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The top plays of the week were presented to the song 



"Whirring" by The Joy of Formidable. This was a spectacular collection of outstanding 
defensive diving catches by both infielders and outfielders, a great backhand and throw, 
and two sensational outfield throws. Exciting sliding base runners were featured. A flurry 
of high and deep home runs was highlighted. Liriano's no-run no-hit game was 
mentioned.   
Educational theme: These are particularly good examples of the skills and effort 
necessary to play baseball at the elite level of competition. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically 
educated. 


