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TWIB Show #1201 "Spring Training"  
 
Act One "Giants Recap": There is nothing quite like Opening Day and two of the best words 
you’ll ever hear -- "Play Ball!" Every fan and player is filled with hope when their team reunites in 
spring training. But only one team is the reigning World Series champion. This year it is the San 
Francisco Giants, who won their first title in more than 50 years last November. 
        TWIB examined the Giants 2010 season which featured an outstanding starting pitching 
rotation. The staff consists of two-time NL Cy Young winner Tim Lincecum, '02 AL Cy Young 
award winner Barry Zito, the masterful Matt Cain and talented Jonathan Sanchez. As the 
season progressed, the Giants relied on their eccentric closer Brian Wilson for numerous saves. 
Run production was remarkable, especially once home-grown NL Rookie of the Year Buster 
Posey joined the team. The games were always tight with many base runners at the end, so 
winning was said to be "Torture," which soon became the team’s slogan.  The Giants rode the 
wave of outstanding pitching to the National League pennant and the World Series title.  
Educational theme: Dreams do come true. Goal setting is the initial phase in the pursuit of 
excellence and success. Goals give one direction and points of evaluation necessary for 
reaching greater heights in life. 
Educational theme: Baseball is all about pitching.  
Educational theme: Championships are competitions or a series of competitions to determine 
a winner. There is a psychological need to determine superiority. The most competitive people 
are drawn to such activities. 
 
Act Two - "Spring Training": In Florida and Arizona a new MLB season began with spring 
training, as 30 teams honed their skills in pursuit of the ultimate prize -- the World Series 
championship.  Spring training is the time for repetition and drills – a ritual that is needed to 
prepare for the season ahead when the games matter. It is also the time when MLB players 
work on perfect execution, establish team chemistry and reestablish bonds of friendship and 
camaraderie. It was a whole new ballgame this spring for the 12 new managers beginning their 
first full season with a new team, including the Pittsburgh Pirates’ Clint Hurdle, the LA Dodgers' 
Don Mattingly, and the Atlanta Braves' Fredi Gonzalez.  But as fun as it may sound, spring 
training is a lot of work.  Josh Hamilton may have said it best, "My favorite part of Spring 
Training is when Spring Training is over." Let the games begin. 
      Pittsburgh Pirates’ talented center fielder Andrew McCutcheon was asked the TWIBIA 
question. Which second baseman has won the most Gold Glove Awards? The answer is this 
year's Hall of Fame inductee Roberto Alomar, who has 10 Gold Gloves on his mantle. 
      The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and players that have a knack to win 
away from home. The question for this season is, “Can anyone do better than the Tampa Bays' 
MLB best 47-34 record on the road in 2010”?            
Educational theme:  It is what you learn after you know it all that counts. The only way to get 
better is to get smarter; therefore, don't be seduced by the allure of mediocrity. "The mother of 
learning is repetition, repetition, repetition." 
Educational theme: Team is a form of bonding -- i.e., the formation of special relationships that 
are deep and lasting. This is a challenge for every team.  
Educational theme: Winning is a habit, but unfortunately so is losing. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, it is an 
important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 
source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 



Act Three - "Pepsi Max": TWIB went to examine MLB's one of a kind Fan Cave in lower 
Manhattan, where two lucky fans will watch all of the 2,430 big league games this season. 
Caveman Mike O'Hara is the lead singer in a punk band and a diehard Yankee fan. The other 
inhabitant is Ryan Wagner who has a talent for comedy. Prior to Opening Day the cave dwellers 
explored the neighborhood that will be their home for the next six months. They took time to 
meet their new neighbors and introduce themselves. After some friendly banter, they were off to 
see the final touches of the MLB Cave itself. Once they were settled, as an example of 
expectations, the ladies of Victoria Secrets "fashioned" a special visit.  All this year TWIB will 
feature the weekly adventures of Mike and Ryan. 
       Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month segment which honors the top rookies in both 
leagues each month throughout the season.  This week TWIB looked back at the season Buster 
Posey of the World Champion San Francisco Giants had in 2010. This year's rookies would be 
envious and love to have such a successful debut.   
Educational theme: Fans are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, team and/or player. Sports fans 
particularly have fun watching baseball. Fun can simply be defined as the wise use of one's 
time. 
Educational theme:  Milestones are methods to define achievement and preserve elite athletic 
performances. Records provide much of the tradition, lore and customs of sport. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in history. An 
athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for preservation by 
aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos": Youngsters were encouraged to execute the fundamentals of 
the game. Experts Harold Reynolds and Larry Bowa demonstrated spring training infield 
practice. They believe technique and repetition are most important, including proper footwork, 
keeping the eyes close to the glove and level to the baseball -- and good positioning.  
       Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show maximum 
effort. It is an honor to pitch the Opening Day game. This year 30 different men were so 
privileged, including for the ninth time, Mark Buehrle of the White Sox, Roy Halladay of the 
Phillies, and the Nationals Livan Hernandez.  The all-time record of 16 Opening Day starts was 
set by Hall of Famer Tom Seaver, including 10 consecutive for the Mets. Tom earned the 
nickname "The Franchise," and says that it was all because of "...reliability of health and being 
ready."  After a stunning trade to the Reds and three more Opening Day starts in Cincinnati, 
Tom returned five years later to once again start for the Mets.   
        Tom went all out for his team, and communities are also urged to follow his lead.  Viewers 
are encouraged to learn how they can get their local ballpark chosen to receive a big league 
make over, equipment packages and instructional clinics. 
       The Big League Blast is from Cincinnati for the first dramatic finish of the season, when 
Ramon Hernandez hit a three-run home run on Opening Day. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by watching 
and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: Honors and recognition are earned through superior performance, service, 
merit or longevity. The selection to pitch on Opening Day is such an acknowledgement. 
Educational theme: Health and fitness are important to anyone, because it allows one to 
control their life. It is a state of well being when everything is functioning properly and there is a 
general feeling of vitality. 
Educational theme: Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts time after 
time. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The favorite moments and plays from the 2010 season were 



presented featuring the song, "Get Up" by Mayday Parade. Amazing defensive plays were 
featured. Fielders leaped, dove and crashed into fences to make spectacular catches. Infielders 
creatively flipped and tossed baseballs to first basemen to get outs. The Yankees’ Robbie 
Cano's spectacular grand slam home run was shown. A few bloopers were shown. The no-hitter 
of the Phillies’ Roy Halladay was remembered. The on the field celebration of the Giants first 
World Series championship in 52 years was recalled.   
Educational theme: Moments to remember are informal ways to evaluate performance, 
activity, and achievement. It is an account of history collected, written, and preserved for future 
generations. Remembering accomplishments gives fans a greater appreciation of winning and 
championship achievements. 
Educational theme: The glory and romance of sport are preserved in the chronicles of 
landmark performances, because history is written by the victors. Documenting important 
events in a career create the history of the present. If you lose sight of the past, you will lose 
sight of the future. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic 
movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 
appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and 
the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated 
and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


