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TWIB Show #1208 "Against All Odds"  
 
Act One "Curtis Pride": Baseball is considered by many to be the most difficult sport 
to master. In general, players fail more often than in any other professional sport.  
Hitters who make an out 70% of the time are considered some of the best players in the 
game. Now consider succeeding in baseball without certain crucial abilities. Imagine 
how much determination, perseverance and dedication is required to succeed.  TWIB 
re-told the tales of three courageous men who learned to play even though their senses 
and bodies made it seemingly impossible. 
       As a child Curtis Pride dreamed of playing Major League Baseball, but he is deaf 
and had to really focus on the game. In 1993, Curtis' hard work paid off when the 
Montreal Expos called him to the big leagues. Overcoming the obstacle of his hearing 
disability he proved many people wrong. Curtis played 11 years for six different teams, 
but his time with the Angels laid the groundwork for his life after his professional 
baseball career ended.  Angels' manager Mike Scioscia recognized that Curtis would be 
a great coach because he was always talking the game, dissecting little things and had 
a natural grasp for teaching.   Today, Curtis is the head baseball coach for the 
Gallaudet University Bison. Gallaudet University leads the world in undergraduate 
liberal arts education for deaf and hard of hearing students. Pride has accepted the 
challenge to turn the baseball program into a winner, and in fact, Gallaudet just set a 
school record for wins, breaking a mark that stood for 112 years. Curtis’ players 
consider him a role model and mentor – one who epitomized the goal of overcoming 
disabilities by staying focused, working hard and believing.   
Educational theme: Goal setting is the initial phase in the pursuit of excellence and 
success. Goals give one direction and points of evaluation necessary for reaching 
greater heights in life. 
Educational theme:  There is much to be learned from playing baseball. The game and 
the game of life are very similar. The way a person performs on the field may be the 
same way he performs in the game of life, including overcoming disabilities. 
Educational theme:  The price of success is hard work, dedication to the job, and 
determination to win. It is the only way one is going to accomplish anything meaningful. 
Educational theme: Life after sport requires planning, preparation and experience. 
Sports are often a stepping stone to a high-profile second career. 
Educational theme: Being a role model in life is a great thing to be. Whether you want 
to or not, you do serve as a role model. People will always put more faith in baseball 
players than anyone else.  
 
Act Two - "Mark Wetzel": Mark Wetzel has been a hitting coach for more than 30 
years, tweaking the swings of hitters of all types, from Little Leaguers to high school 
kids to Hall of Famers. The uniqueness of his story is that Mark is legally blind. As a 
teenager Mark was first afflicted with macular degeneration, which causes the loss of 
one's central vision. Unable to dissect a hitter's swing by directly looking at it, he instead 
uses light and shadows in the corners of his eyes to get the picture. Mark has a lifetime 



of accolades, including the respect and admiration of career .338 hitter and Hall of 
Famer, Tony Gywnn. Wetzel's love for teaching hitting has allowed him to establish 
wonderful relationships with his students and be an inspiration to them. 
        Curtis Pride was asked the TWIBIA question. Who led the 1996 Tigers in long ball? 
The answer is Tony Clark with 27 home runs. 
       Winning Road Trips celebrates the teams and players that know how to win away 
from home. In Minnesota, Jose Baustista continued with his awesome display of power 
hitting when he hit his third homer in the game versus the Twins.  Fans should not be 
surprised by the 54 home runs he hit last season. 
Educational theme:  Baseball pedagogy provides an efficient method to provide 
learners with the components of biomechanics and techniques of motor learning. 
Properly planned instruction is the most effective way to learn and improve. 
Educational theme: Leadership by example is based on a spiritual quality; the power 
to inspire others to follow. Learners learn from each other.  
Educational theme:  Leadership must see the need, provide the vision, and empower 
the team to execute the plan. By strength of commitment, the power of the team is 
unleashed. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max":  Again from the high-tech, interactive, hardball haven called 
"The MLB Man Cave," TWIB and the two intrepid baseball fans seek to answer the 
question - what would it be like to watch every inning of every MLB game for the entire 
season of 2011?  While the Red Sox were in New York to play the Yankees, David "Big 
Papi" Ortiz stopped by for a little therapy from Mikey O.  David appeared to be 
distraught because of the booing by the tough Yankee fans. David's plan was to take to 
the streets of New York where he would try to hug every Yankee fan he saw.  At first 
most Yankee fans rebuffed the Boston star but in time a few gave in.  Even super 
Yankee fan, Mikey O relented and hugged David to show the loving side of New 
Yorkers.      
        Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month, which honors the league's top rookies 
throughout the season. NY Yankees' right-hander Hector Noesi pitched four scoreless 
innings and got the win in his MLB debut versus the Baltimore Orioles. 
Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion for teams and 
individual athletes; however, the desire for good sportsmanship must be equal to the 
desire to win. Sportsmanship is the practice of behaving with fairness, courtesy, and the 
attitude of a gracious winner or cheerful loser. 
Educational theme: Procrastination is something best put off until tomorrow. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
Educational theme:  Documenting landmark performances is the history of the 
present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight of the future. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos":  To play baseball one must execute the fundamentals 



of the game. MLB Network experts Harold Reynolds and Sean Casey teamed up to 
show how not to hold a runner on third base before making the throw to first base.  The 
correct method was then explained and perfectly demonstrated. 
       Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort. TWIB’S look back at Major Leaguers who overcame adversity included 
the story of Jim Abbott.  Jim was born without a right hand, yet because of his positive 
attitude he was just one of 16 players since 1965 to skip the minors after being drafted. 
While with the NY Yankees, Jim accomplished one of the most difficult feats in baseball 
when he threw a no hitter. The fact that he accomplished something that people without 
a disability have the hardest time doing, is one of the great stories in baseball lore. 
        Big League Blast honored the late Harmon Killebrew, who hit more home runs than 
anyone in the '60s. Harmon was a kind and gentle man but at the plate he was a 
ferocious power hitter. "The Killer" hit 573 homers, which is the third most in AL history, 
and won six home run titles. A Hall of Famer and MVP, Harmon was one of baseball's 
all time greats.  
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: With a positive attitude perseverance is the hard work you have 
already done. Perseverance isn't just the willingness to work hard. It is that, plus the 
willingness to be stubborn about your belief in yourself. 
Educational theme: Simply driven by the desire to play competitive athletics and live a 
healthy and active life provides individuals the opportunity to develop independence and 
confidence. 
Educational theme:  In athletics, iconic players and performances are recognized as 
enduring symbols of achievement. They are respected and held in high esteem by 
aficionados. This respect is earned by achievement, accomplishment and approach. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The best plays and misplays of the week were set to the 
music of Taking Back Sunday as they performed the song "Faith."  This is another 
wonderful collection of the skills needed to play major league baseball and the 
enjoyment of watching as well as playing the game. Numerous spectacular defensive 
plays were shown -- diving stops by infielders and sensational running catches by 
outfielders were featured. Long well hit home runs were a highlight, including Jose 
Bautista's three long balls in Minnesota.  
Educational theme:  Documenting landmark achievements is the history of the 
present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight of the future. This is the glory 
and romance preserved in chronicles. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


