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Act One "Ambassador Program": Baseball has gone global and with each new year it unites 
more and more people worldwide.  During the offseason, to promote the game abroad, various 
Major League players participated in the MLB Ambassador Program. Milwaukee's Prince Fielder 
returned to Japan where at the age of five he lived with his father, Cecil, who played for the 
Hanshin Tigers. Prince taught baseball during his visit but also perfectly played the role of 
goodwill ambassador by doing the ancient Japanese sport of Sumo.  
       The Texas Rangers' C.J. Wilson enjoyed his trip to South Africa. The children really wanted 
to play baseball and one could see their joy and love for the game. C.J. hosted basic clinics for 
youngsters and advanced clinics for more highly skilled players.  
       Curtis Granderson of the NY Yankees had been to South Africa a few years ago, as well as 
Europe spreading the game of baseball. This past year Curtis went to New Zealand to host 
clinics on the fundamentals of the game. Granderson sees the major difference between the 
USA and New Zealand is simply that we have been playing the game much longer.  In New 
Zealand, baseball is the fastest growing sport among kids.     
Educational theme: To play good baseball, you must be taught and learn the fundamentals of 
the game. 
Educational theme: Baseball is the fastest growing sport in the world. 
Educational theme:  Representing one's country is a form of patriotism. It is a demonstration of 
national loyalty. Baseball defines the spirit of America. To understand Americans one must 
understand the game of baseball. Baseball in many ways defines the best philosophies of the 
American culture. 
Educational theme:  There is much to be learned from playing baseball. The game and the 
game of life are very similar. The way a person performs on the field may be the same way he 
performs in the game of life. 
 
Act Two - "Disaster Relief for Japan": The disastrous effects of the earthquake, tsunami and 
aftershocks in Japan hit home for all the MLB community, especially among the 10 active 
Japanese born players. To aid in the relief effort, MLB and the Players Association donated half 
a million dollars to UNICEF. Daisuke Matsuzaka of the Boston Red Sox was joined by many 
others to encourage fans to contribute to the relief efforts. In Oakland for the Seattle series, the 
A's held Japanese Heritage Day in an effort to celebrate a culture and raise funds to aid the 
relief efforts. Funds were collected for the Red Cross. Many creative methods were used to 
raise money, including auctioning autographed jerseys of Hideki Matsui and Ichiro Suzuki.  A's 
management went further by graciously donating a portion of each ticket sold. This money went 
to help the devastated nation. On that day Matsui doubled for his 2,500th hit, when counting 
careers in both Japan and the Major Leagues. Not surprisingly, Matsui was humbled and 
honored by both the festivities and fan support. 
       Toronto Blue Jays power hitter Jose Bautista was asked the TWIBIA question. Who was 
the last AL player before New York Yankee center fielder Curtis Granderson to hit 20 home runs 
and 23 triples in a season? The answer is Kansas City Royals Hall of Fame third baseman 
George Brett, who hit 23 homers and 20 triples in 1979. 
       The Winning Road Trips segment salutes the teams and players that have a knack for 
winning away from home. The Pittsburgh Pirates had not won two straight road series since 
August of 2007 until they took the first two to start the 2011 season. 
Educational theme:  Giving back to the community through community service activities or 



fund raising programs for disaster relief are important to the life of the health of a community 
and its cultural aspirations. 
Educational theme: Charity is an act of benevolence and brotherly love toward people in need.  
Educational theme: Recalling landmark events in a career are informal ways to evaluate 
performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of athletic history collected, written and 
preserved for future generations. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, it is an 
important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 
source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max": TWIB continued to follow the adventures of the two intrepid super 
fans in the MLB Fan Cave. The Cave is a high tech, interactive, hard ball haven, where Cave 
Man Mike O'Hara and his wingman, Ryan "Thickish" Wagner are in the process of watching 
every MLB game this season. This week they welcomed several special guests including 
Yankee outfielder Nick Swisher, Hall of Famer Goose Gossage and several other current MLB 
stars. Later they left the cave to discover if people know their Twitter pop culture. Their mission 
was to give a Twitter test to folks on the street. In an attempt to counter O'Hara's love of the 
Yankees and Wagner's Orioles' fanaticism, while they were out of The MLB Fan Cave, a Red 
Sox fan (O’Hara in disguise) invaded their basement to host his own show -- "Don't Get Me 
Started." He wanted to be sure that the opinions of Red Sox nation were heard.          
          Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month segment which honors the top rookies in both 
leagues each month throughout the season. This week the honor goes to the Toronto Blue Jays 
stellar right-hander Kyle Drabek, who earned the first win of his MLB career. Kyle is the son of 
former Cy Young winner, Doug Drabek. 
Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion for teams and individual 
athletes. There is an importance for spectator support.     
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in history. An 
athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for preservation by 
aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos": Youngsters were encouraged to execute the fundamentals of 
the game. The basics of catching were the focus of this instructional episode as described by Al 
Leiter and Mike Piazza. They explained and demonstrated the traditional catcher's stance, 
proper technique for giving signs and hiding them from the opponent, blocking pitches thrown in 
the dirt, and the relaxed skill of catching the pitch properly. 
             Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show maximum 
effort. This week was a summary to establish the proper perspective of Ichiro's amazing 10 
seasons in MLB. In the second game of the 2011 season, Ichiro became the all time hit leader 
in Seattle Mariners' history, when he got his 2,248th base hit. After the game in the clubhouse, 
fellow teammates honored this very special man. It all began on Opening Day in 2001 when 
Ichiro became the first position player from Japan to play MLB. He singled up the middle for his 
first big league base hit. By year's end he led the Majors with 242 base hits, won the AL batting 
title, was named Rookie of the Year and won the AL MVP award. During his career, Ichiro has 
broken many records, including becoming the first player in MLB history to collect 200 or more 
hits in his first four years in the Major Leagues, and in 2004 becoming the all time hit king with 
258 hits in a single season to break an 84-year-old standard. 
       The Big League Blast is from Kansas City, where after 17 years, catcher Matt Treanor hit 
his first home run as a Royal.  
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by watching 
and mimicking athletic performance.  



Educational theme: Milestones are methods to define achievement and preserve elite athletic 
performances. Records provide much of the tradition, lore and customs of sport. 
Educational theme: The glory and romance of sport are preserved in the chronicles of 
landmark performances, because history is written by the victors. Documenting important 
events in a career create the history of the present. For if you lose sight of the past you will lose 
sight of the future. 
Educational theme:  Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts time after 
time. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": In How 'bout That TWIB presented the best plays of the season's 
first week set to the music of The Lonely Forest as they perform the song "End It Now." The 
exciting action and maximum effort needed to play baseball at the elite level was shown in a 
spectacular collection of brief clips. Several amazing double plays were executed. Total effort 
defensive catches were shown with diving and leaping catches by outfielders and infielders. A 
few bloopers were included to show that even the best players err and make mistakes. Several 
facts were documented including that Nelson Cruz became the third player in major league 
history to homer in the first four games of a season -- the excitement over Brandon Belt 's first 
major league home run-- and the Cleveland Indians calmly turning a triple play. 
Educational theme: This was a particularly outstanding example of the maximum effort and 
great skill needed to play one of the most difficult games -- baseball. 
Educational theme:  Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in history. An 
athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for preservation by 
aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic 
movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 
appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and 
the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated 
and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 
 
 


