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TWIB Show #1211 "Pitchers and Catchers"  
Act One - "Hitting Pitchers": Pitchers are not expected to be good hitters, but when 
they can it extends the lineup. TWIB wondered which offensive pitchers were the best. 
Jason Marquis of the Washington Nationals and Micah Owings of the Arizona 
Diamondbacks were mentioned. Fellow pitchers fear the Chicago Cubs Carlos 
Zambrano because he is a power hitting switch hitter. The whole pitching staff of the 
Milwaukee Brewers gives opposing pitchers trouble -- former shortstop Zack Greinke, 
Randy Wolf, Shaun Marcum, Chris Narveson, and 2010 Silver Slugger Award winner 
Yovani Gallardo. 
Educational theme: The National League is the only league that does not use the 
Designated Hitter rule; therefore, pitchers must bat in the regular batting order. 
Educational theme: Pitchers can't hit for basically two reasons: (1) they don't bat often 
enough to get good at it, and (2) natural selection, because pitchers are essentially 
defensive players, and are selected for their defensive skills. 
 
Act Two - "Catcher's Arm": For more than 100 years strong armed catchers have 
caught the imagination of players and fans. Minnesota Twins Joe Mauer threw out a 
league high 53% of base stealers in 2007. Ivan "Pudge" Rodriguez has topped that 50% 
mark more than eight times in his career. Rodriguez often catches base runners 
thinking, then picks them off. He has led the league in pickoffs an incredible 12 times in 
his career, including a stretch of nine straight seasons. This season the catcher 
potential base stealers fear the most is the St. Louis Cardinals' Yadier Molina. Yadier 
has a good arm, very quick feet, good exchange, a very accurate arm and is very 
athletic behind the plate.  
        Former MLB pitcher Frank Viola was asked the TWIBIA question. Which catcher 
led his league in caught stealing percentage three times? Even though Hall of Famer 
Johnny Bench is considered the best defensive catcher of all time, the answer is Ivan 
"Pudge" Rodriguez. "Pudge" has led his league nine times in his career.   
       Winning Road Trips celebrates the teams and players that know how to win away 
from home. Detroit's Brennan Boesch swung his bat well in Texas with a five hit - five 
RBI night. 
Educational theme:  Advanced defensive baseball strategies include stopping base 
stealing. This requires more than mere arm strength, but also a cognitive strategic 
component; therefore, defense is a learned skill that can be taught. 
Educational theme:  Recognition is earned through superior performance, regardless 
of age or longevity. The acknowledgement is meant to show appreciation by public 
awareness. 
Educational theme: In athletics, iconic players and performances are recognized as 
enduring symbols of achievement. They are respected and held in high esteem by 
aficionados. This respect is earned by achievement, accomplishment and approach. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 



 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max":  Once again from the high-tech, interactive, hardball haven 
called "The MLB Man Cave," TWIB and the two intrepid baseball fans continued to 
answer the question - what would it be like to watch every inning of every MLB game for 
the entire season of 2011? Sometimes players come to the cave for counsel. And 
sometimes the Cave Men seek wisdom from players. Florida's Logan Morrison gave the 
guys some advice about talking to the ladies. Computer technical support was given by 
Boston's "Tekie," Jason Varitek. Both were comical skits.      
        Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month, which honors the league's top rookies 
throughout the season. Dee Gordon of the LA Dodgers used to hang out in the 
clubhouse, when his father "Flash" Gordon was a Philadelphia Phillies pitcher. It was 
fitting that Dee made his first base hit in Philly and his first base hit in his first big league 
game. 
Educational theme: Research is the systematic investigation into and study of 
materials and sources in order to establish facts and reach new conclusions. 
Sometimes procrastination can retard discovery. Because procrastination is something 
best put off until tomorrow. 
Educational theme: Love of the game is passed on from father to son, then from 
generation to generation. Passion for baseball is a powerful emotion. It is an ardent love 
and boundless enthusiasm of the uniquely American way of life. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos":  To play baseball one must execute the fundamentals 
of the game. MLB experts Harold Reynolds and Al Leiter explained the give and take 
between the pitcher and the base runner. Reynolds said that once he took a lead he 
would think back, back, back, then look at the pitcher's right knee to bend. After reading 
that key the runner is off and running. Leiter believes the best strategy for a pitcher is to 
vary the set time. 
       Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort. Pitchers hit few regular season home runs much less in the World 
Series. In the 617 World Series games only 13 pitchers have hit home runs. One of the 
first pitchers to hit a World Series homer was hit by the NY Giants Jack Bentley in the 
1924 Fall Classic off the Washington Senators Hall of Famer Walter Johnson. The 
Cardinals' superstar Bob Gibson hit homers in 1967 and 1968. Dave McNally of the 
Baltimore Orioles also hit two, including a grand slam home run. It was the first hit by a 
pitcher in 67 years of World Series play. In 2008, Joe Blanton of the Philadelphia 
Phillies hit the first homer by a pitcher in a World Series game in 34 years. 
        Big League Blast salutes the Cardinals Albert Pujols, who for two straight games 
hit game-winning walk off home runs to defeat the Chicago Cubs. The St. Louis crowd 
celebrated the victories. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: Recalling landmark events in a career are informal ways to 



evaluate performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of athletic history 
collected, written and preserved for future generations. 
Educational theme: Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts 
time after time. Sport psychologists have learned that clutch performers demonstrate 
ambition, determination, emotionality, mental toughness and self-confidence. 
Educational theme: The enemy of great is good. Hitting in the clutch separates the 
good from the great.  Clutch performances occur when a player delivers prime efforts 
time after time. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented to the music of 
Deluka as they performed the song "Capital City."  This is a collection of the skill and 
strategies needed to play the most difficult sport. Infielders leaped and dove to catch 
ground balls, and then throw strongly to first base for the out. Outfielders crashed into 
fences to make terrific catches robbing hitters of extra base hits. One dynamic and 
creative double play was shown. Career strikeout number 1000 for SF Giant Tim 
Lincecum was documented. The segment concluded with several long and deep walk 
off extra base hits. 
Educational theme: Baseball pedagogy provides an efficient method to provide 
learners with the components of biomechanics and techniques of motor learning. 
Properly planned instruction is the most effective way to learn and improve. 
Educational theme:  Milestones are methods to define achievement and preserve elite 
athletic performances. Records provide much of the tradition, lore and customs of sport. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


