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Act One "Alex Gordon": The Kansas City Royals are a promising young team 
developed primarily through their farm system. In fact, the Royals minor league talent 
has been ranked the best by Baseball America. Royals’ General Manager Dayton 
Moore, realizing the need to build a competitive team to compete in the AL Central, did 
it through a combination of homegrown talent and key acquisitions, and the team is now 
considered to be contenders. With good team chemistry, they feel they can overcome 
any game situation.  It helps that for the first time in three years, burgeoning outfield star 
Alex Gordon is healthy. After being drafted second overall and having to deal with the 
pressure of being a franchise player, Alex had difficulties adjusting to pro baseball. His 
first four seasons were as series of slumps, injuries and trips to and from the minors. 
Working with hitting coach Kevin Seitzer, Alex revamped his swing path and approach 
at the plate. Now his focus is to have fun, work hard and play hard.  
Educational theme:  Leadership must see the need, provide the vision, and empower 
the team to execute the plan. By strength of commitment, the power of the team is 
unleashed. 
Educational theme: Perseverance is the hard work you have already done. Losers 
look back and despair! Winners look ahead and prepare! 
Educational theme: If you learn only the physical aspects needed to consistently hit a 
baseball on the line, hard and to the open spot, and you don't also learn how to get your 
thinking in shape and keep it in shape you are doomed. You must become a champion 
thinker, too. 
 
Act Two - "Royals Bullpen": The Royals are a fountain of youth in the bullpen with five 
rookie relievers and little experience. The diminutive southpaw Tim Collins has had to 
overcome the opinion that he was too small to play the game. Number one draft choice 
Jeremy Jeffress has good and pure stuff, especially his 100 MPH fastball. Nate Adcock 
came to the team during the off-season via the Rule Five Draft.  Right hander Louis 
Coleman is a 25-year-old rookie. Perhaps the most impressive Royal rookie reliever is 
Aaron Crow, who is the first Missouri Tiger to make it to the big leagues for the Royals. 
As a rite of passage, Royal rookies carry a backpack named the "Bieber Bag" to the 
bullpen, which is somewhat embarrassing. The camaraderie among these young men 
has led to success on the field. Currently, they sport the fourth best bullpen ERA in the 
American League. All this is a learning process at the major league level.  
        Jeff Francoeur was asked the TWIBIA question -- Which Royal did Alex Gordon 
pass when he hit 15 home runs in his debut season of 2007. The answer is Jon Nunally, 
who hit 14 in 1995 at the age of 23.  
       Winning Road Trips celebrates the teams and players that know how to win away 
from home. Detroit Tiger ace pitcher Justin Verlander was in Toronto facing the Blue 
Jays, when he became the 30th MLB pitcher to throw more than one no run-no hit 
game. 
Educational theme: It only takes a few good men. Every revolution had small groups, 



but made it. Lenin had 12. Castro had 12. Jesus had 12. The Royals apparently only 
need 5. 
Educational theme: Clubhouse chemistry is a form of bonding -- i.e., the formation of 
special relationships that are deep and lasting. This is a challenge for every team. This 
is a particularly good example of team chemistry. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
Educational theme: History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of 
achievement and evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest for both 
players and fans. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max": From the MLB Man Cave, TWIB and the two intrepid 
baseball fans continued to answer the question - what would it be like to watch every 
inning of every MLB game for the entire season of 2011? This week three Royals 
dropped by the high-tech, interactive hardball haven – home to Mike O'Hara and Ryan 
Wagner. The injured pitcher Bruce Chen did an impromptu standup comedic 
performance in the cave.       
        Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month, which honors the league's top rookies 
throughout the season. Kansas City Royals first baseman Eric Hosmer hit his first MLB 
home run in Yankee Stadium at the age of 21. Yankee Stadium is said to be the 
brightest and biggest stage in baseball. 
Educational theme:  To pursue knowledge, we must be free to follow wherever that 
question takes one. Learning is a lifelong activity.  
Educational theme:   Recognition of one's talent is an important psychological need of 
all human beings. To attain self-actualization one must attain esteem to have self-
respect and to achieve goals. 
Educational theme:  Moments to remember are informal ways to evaluate 
performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of history collected, written, and 
preserved for future generations. Remembering accomplishments gives fans a greater 
appreciation of winning and championship achievements. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos":  To play baseball one must execute the fundamentals 
of the game. Hall of Fame pitcher Bert Blyleven was welcomed by Mitch Williams and 
showed how he threw his most effective pitch -- his slow curve ball. Bert's unique grip is 
the key to his drop. He held the ball like a four-seam fastball with his thumb underneath 
and his ring finger on a seam. If he kept his knuckle on top of the ball, it would create a 
do-drop curve ball. 
         Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort. The Royals are loaded with young talent and are, in fact, the youngest 
team in MLB. The Royals recently promoted their first baseman prospect Eric Hosmer 
who, at 6 '5", is nicknamed "The Jolly Green Giant."  Eric and rookie third baseman Matt 
Moustakas advanced through the minor leagues together. The pair are considered two 



of the top prospects in baseball. Eric recalled talking with his high school teammates 
about the MLB players he is playing with and against. It is a surreal feeling. The Royals 
clubhouse is full of young homegrown players and that creates great team chemistry. 
Eric reflected on the opportunity to play in the big leagues noting it is a complete family 
effort, especially from his parents. The KC fans are paying attention, cheering and 
screaming in support of their youngsters. 
               Big League Blast is a bittersweet tale from Texas, where slugger Mitch 
Moreland hit his first big league grand slam home run. Unfortunately, the game was 
rained out, as was Moreland's slam. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: Fundamentals are not important to the game. They are the game.  
The easiest way to play the game is to use the fundamentals. 
Educational theme: Family and friends are the root of one's stability. Families are to 
teach, provide and protect their members. The journey to greatness is embraced and 
taught by the family. Sharing one's time with family is an act of love. 
Educational theme: Every game is an opportunity to measure yourself against your 
own potential. Memories are made of these moments. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The best plays and bloopers of the week were presented 
to the music of Rise Again as they performed the song "Help is on the Way."  This is 
another fine example of baseball skills. Outfielders made several fantastic diving 
catches and catches that ended in crashing into the fence. Infielders dove into the 
stands to catch foul fly balls and dove to rob base hits. Several clutch game-ending 
base hits were featured.  Fan participation included establishing a world record for the 
most fans wearing costume masks, and an incredibly creative homemade device used 
to capture souvenir baseballs.  
Educational theme: The eight laws of learning are explanation, demonstration, 
imitation, repetition, repetition, repetition, repetition, and repetition. 
Educational theme: The key to winning is poise under stress. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


