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02/16/2014 

 

MIDWEST FREEZING WEATHER 

VO: 0:31 

The exceptionally cold and stormy winter battering the Midwest, South and Northeast has forced cities 
and states to put road crews on double shifts and step up purchases of asphalt, trying to keep up with an 
epidemic of potholes. They have also bought and spread so much salt that there is a shortage in the Mid-
Atlantic States, with more storms expected. With revenues and staffing still below pre-recession levels, 
many local and state governments face a new financial strain from storm-related increases in spending on 
overtime pay, contractors and supplies. On Saturday, another snowfall covered the Northeast, a reminder 
that winter is far from finished. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/17/2014 

 

IRS BUDGET CUT 

VO: 18 



Budget cuts at the I-R-S could mean less help for you during tax time.  U-S-A today reports the agency is 
working with fewer employees.  The I-R-S chief says phone lines will be "Very Busy" and that you could 
spend a long time on hold.  A recent report by the i-r-s taxpayer advocate also says the i-r-s also won't be 
preparing returns for the elderly or disabled this year. 

 

FAIR PAY FOR SKILLED WORKERS 

ENNY PICHARDO/ NEW YORK 

PKG 2:10 

Being a day laborer no longer necessarily means waiting on a street corner to be picked up by a truck and 
working for a daily wage in grueling conditions. Day laborer groups and nonprofits across the country are 
helping these workers by negotiating temporary work contracts, teaching them health and safety 
standards in the workplace and offering protection against wage theft, a common problem.  Although 
many day laborers are still on street corners, called "paradas" in Spanish, some now enjoy greater 
protections.  The Latin Union of Chicago has a workers' center that helps about 200 workers throughout 
the year who negotiate temporary contracts with companies typically for hourly wages of about $15 to 
$35, depending on the experience of the worker. Day laborers created the center in 2004. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/18/2014 

 

MENTAL HEALTH OF IMMIGRANTS 

MARIA ANTONIETTA COLLINS/ MIAMI, FLORIDA 

PKG 2:43 

According to a recent report published by the nonprofit public health organization Human Impact Partners 
(HIP), the anxiety and stress of having an undocumented parent can have profound and lasting 
consequences on children's physical growth and development, sense of self, and ability to thrive in the 
classroom.  The persistent and lingering fear the Magallanes are subject to - that a loved one could be 
deported at any time - impacts the mental and physical health of families, as well as the economic vitality 
of the communities in which they live, according to the report.  In the past 15 years, over 600,000 U.S. 
citizen children been separated from one or both parents as a result of detention or deportation, with 
150,000 in the past year alone, according to a report by the National Council of La Raza and the Urban 
Institute, Last year, the report said, the U.S. spent over $1.2 billion on deporting the parents of children 
who are U.S. citizens, most of whom are under age ten.  Another study - "Shattered Families," a report  by 
the Applied Research Center (ARC) - explores the intersection of immigration enforcement and the child 
welfare system. It found that there are roughly 5,100 children living in foster care whose parents have 
been detained or deported. It also noted that families are more likely to be separated in places where local 
police "aggressively participate in immigration enforcement," further breeding the climate of fear and 
apprehension amongst immigrant communities. 



 

============================================================== 

 

02/19/2014 

 

NEW INITIATIVE 

BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ/ NEW YORK 

PKG 1:55 

The new initiative, called the New York Immigrant Family Unity Project, emerged from several years of 
study and lobbying among immigration lawyers and immigrants' advocates. They were concerned that the 
absence of competent legal representation for many of New York's immigrant detainees was resulting in 
unnecessary deportations that ruptured families and put an undue financial burden on government. Last 
summer, the New York City Council allocated $500,000 to help pay for a pilot program to test the viability 
of the initiative. The project's organizers said that money, plus a supplementary contribution from the 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, would allow them to provide representation to 190 immigrants. Full 
funding would cost about $7.4 million per year, proponents said. But in a report to be released on 
Thursday , the advocates argue that by shortening detentions and reducing deportations, the full-blown 
program would save governments and private employers an estimated $5.9 million a year.  

 

============================================================== 

 

02/20/2014 

 

WASHINGTON STATE PROVIDES SOME RELIEF TO UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS 

VO: 0:21 

Washington state may soon become the fourth state to allow some of its young undocumented residents 
to be eligible for state financial aid when they apply for college. On a bipartisan 75-22 vote Tuesday 
evening, the Washington state Legislature passed the Senate's version of the Real HOPE Act - 
colloquially known as the Washington DREAM Act - which Gov. Jay Inslee (D) is expected to sign. 
Undocumented students are eligible for the State Need Grant (state financial aid) if they were granted 
temporary legal presence under President Obama's Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program or if they provide an "affidavit indicating that the individual will file an application to become a 
permanent resident at the earliest opportunity the individual is eligible to do so and a willingness to 
engage in other activities necessary to acquire citizenship." 

 



AIRLINES WARNED OF POSSIBLE SHOE BOMBS 

BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ/ NEW YORK 

PKG 2:14 

The U.S. government has warned airlines to pay particular attention to the possibility of terrorists 
attempting to hide explosives in shoes, a result of new intelligence, according to two people familiar with 
the situation. The officials stressed there is no specific threat or known plot. Intelligence collected by the 
United States and other countries has indicated terror groups have been working on new shoe-bomb 
designs, the sources said Wednesday. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/21/2014 

 

NEW YORK IS REMOVING OVER 400 CHILDREN FROM 2 HOMELESS SHELTERS 

ENNY PICHARDO / NEW YORK 

PKG: 2:12 

In the face of New York's mounting homeless crisis, Mayor Bill de Blasio will announce on Friday that his 
administration is removing hundreds of children from two city-owned homeless shelters that inspectors 
have repeatedly cited for deplorable conditions over the last decade, officials said. The city has begun 
transferring over 400 children and their families out of the Auburn Family Residence in Fort Greene, 
Brooklyn, and from the Catherine Street shelter in Lower Manhattan, while vowing to improve services for 
the swelling population of 22,000 homeless children, Mr. de Blasio and other officials said in interviews 
this week. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/22/2014 

 

NOTHING TO REPORT 

 

============================================================== 



 

02/23/2014 

 

NOTHING TO REPORT 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/24/2014 

 

NEW BUDGET DEFENSE DPT 

VO: 22 

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel says the nation's military forces need to be more nimble to confront a 
more volatile and unpredictable world. In a speech at the Pentagon today, Hagel outlined a defense 
spending plan that would close military bases and shrink the Army from today's 522,000 soldiers to as few 
as 440,000. That would be the smallest number since 1940. Hagel says the nation can afford a smaller 
military so long as it retains a technological edge and the agility to respond on short notice to crises 
anywhere on the globe. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/25/2014 

 

OBAMACARE EFFECTS 

LUIS MEGID/ SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

PKG 1:47 

The new health care law may raise insurance premiums for 11 million small business employees and 
lower rates for 6 million others. That's an estimate from a report by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, part of the Department of Health and Human Services. The report says higher rates are partly 
due to the law's requirement that premiums can no longer be based on a person's age. That has sent 
premiums higher for younger workers, and lower for older ones. The estimate is far from certain, partly 
because many small businesses renewed their policies in 2013. Renewing before the end of the year 
allowed them to avoid higher premiums that went into effect Jan. 1, when coverage was required to 



conform to the law. Also limiting the certainty of the estimate is the fact that the report looks at three 
specific provisions of the Affordable Care Act. Employers' decisions will be based on more factors, 
according to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/26/2014 

 

ARIZONA ANTI-GAY BILL 

VO: 26 

Facing intense pressure from political and business interests and a growing public outcry, Arizona Gov. 
Jan Brewer announced Wednesday that she had vetoed Senate Bill 1062, which would have allowed 
businesses to refuse service to gays and others based on religious beliefs.  Brewer said the Arizona bill 
was unnecessary legislation that threatened the state's recovering economy by driving away high-profile 
events such as next year's Super Bowl and corporations looking to relocate to Arizona.  Brewer also said 
she hasn't heard of a single instance in which an Arizona business owner's religious liberty was violated.  
Her veto - coming two days after state lawmakers sent SB 1062 to her desk - capped a week of escalating 
furor over the bill that once again. The state's Republican U.S. senators, John McCain and Jeff Flake, the 
Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry, hundreds of protesters and the Arizona Super Bowl Host 
Committee, which is preparing for the 2015 game, all urged the governor to veto the bill. Secretary of 
State John Kerry and 2012 GOP presidential nominee Mitt Romney also weighed urged Brewer to nix the 
measure.Supporters of the bill, who argued it provided needed religious protections, acknowledged 
defeat. Four Republican lawmakers who voted for SB 1062 walked back their votes this week, saying they 
hoped Brewer would veto it. 

 

TEXAS SAME SEX BAN 

VO: 20 

A federal judge in San Antonio overturned the Texas ban on same-sex marriage, ruling that the prohibition 
is unconstitutional and stigmatizes the relationship of gay couples in the conservative state.  The ruling by 
U.S. District Judge Orlando Garcia does not allow same-sex couples to immediately marry because he 
stayed the injunction pending any appeal.  Garcia ruled that the state's ban deprives same-sex couples of 
due process and equal protection, stigmatizing their relationships and treating them differently from 
opposite-sex couples.  Texas Atty. Gen. Greg Abbott, a Republican campaigning for governor, announced 
plans to appeal. 

 

============================================================== 

 



02/27/2014 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATES NUTRITION FACTS 

BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ / NEW YORK 

PKG: 2:12 

The Food and Drug Administration for the first time in two decades will propose major changes to nutrition 
labels on food packages, putting calorie counts in large type and adjusting portion sizes to reflect how 
much Americans actually eat. It would be the first significant redrawing of the nutrition information on food 
labels since the federal government started requiring them in the early 1990s. Those labels were based 
on eating habits and nutrition data from the 1970s and '80s, before portion sizes expanded significantly, 
and federal health officials argued that the changes were needed to bring labels into step with the reality 
of the modern American diet. 

 

ARIZONA ANTI-GAY BILL VETOED 

VO: 0:21 

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer vetoed a bill Wednesday that would have allowed businesses that asserted their 
religious beliefs the right to deny service to gay and lesbian customers. The controversial measure faced 
a surge of opposition in recent days from large corporations and athletic organizations, including Delta Air 
Lines, the Super Bowl host committee and Major League Baseball. Fiercely divided supporters and 
opponents of the bill ramped up pressure on Brewer after the state's Republican-led Legislature approved 
it last week. On Wednesday, the governor said she made the decision she knew was right for Arizona. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/28/2014 

 

EVACUATIONS IN CALIFORNIA AS STATE FACES TORRENTIAL DOWNPOUR 

VO: 0:22 

California braced Thursday for the overnight arrival of a powerful Pacific storm expected to bring wide 
spread rain and snow to the drought-stricken state desperately in need of water but also facing threats of 
flooding and mud flows into communities near areas scarred by wildfire. Despite sunny blue skies behind 
a short-lived smaller storm, mandatory evacuation orders were issued for about 1,000 homes in two of 
Los Angeles' eastern foothill suburbs beneath nearly 2,000 acres of steep mountain slopes left bare by a 
January fire. For days, the cities of Glendora and Azusa have made extensive preparations, including 
lining streets with k-rails. Residents built barriers of wood and sandbags to keep debris flows in streets 
and out of homes. 



 

EXCEPTION TO THE NO CELLPHONE WHILE DRIVING LAW: USE OF GPS 

LUIS MEGID / SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

PKG: 1:43 

Talk or text you may not, but looking at maps on your cellphone while driving is legal, a California 
appellate court ruled Thursday. 

The 5th District Court of Appeal sided with a Fresno man who received a $165 ticket when he consulted a 
map application on his phone, looking for an alternate route around a traffic jam. Steven Spriggs 
unsuccessfully challenged the ticket in traffic court and later in Superior Court, arguing the law prohibited 
only talking on the phone, not looking at a map. Judges on the appellate court reversed the lower court, 
writing that the law was not intended to impose a blanket ban on any cellphone use. They noted that when 
the law was enacted in 2006, no one used their phones for much more than conversation. 

 

============END OF THE REPORT================= 

 

 

FCC REPORTS NETWORK NEWS 6:30 FEBRUARY 16-28 / PART 2 

 

02/16/2014 

 

MIDWEST FREEZING WEATHER 

VO: 0:31 

The exceptionally cold and stormy winter battering the Midwest, South and Northeast has forced cities 
and states to put road crews on double shifts and step up purchases of asphalt, trying to keep up with an 
epidemic of potholes. They have also bought and spread so much salt that there is a shortage in the Mid-
Atlantic States, with more storms expected. With revenues and staffing still below pre-recession levels, 
many local and state governments face a new financial strain from storm-related increases in spending on 
overtime pay, contractors and supplies. On Saturday, another snowfall covered the Northeast, a reminder 
that winter is far from finished. 

 

============================================================== 

 



02/17/2014 

 

IRS BUDGET CUT 

VO: 18 

Budget cuts at the I-R-S could mean less help for you during tax time.  U-S-A today reports the agency is 
working with fewer employees.  The I-R-S chief says phone lines will be "Very Busy" and that you could 
spend a long time on hold.  A recent report by the i-r-s taxpayer advocate also says the i-r-s also won't be 
preparing returns for the elderly or disabled this year. 

 

FAIR PAY FOR SKILLED WORKERS 

ENNY PICHARDO/ NEW YORK 

PKG 2:10 

Being a day laborer no longer necessarily means waiting on a street corner to be picked up by a truck and 
working for a daily wage in grueling conditions. Day laborer groups and nonprofits across the country are 
helping these workers by negotiating temporary work contracts, teaching them health and safety 
standards in the workplace and offering protection against wage theft, a common problem.  Although 
many day laborers are still on street corners, called "paradas" in Spanish, some now enjoy greater 
protections.  The Latin Union of Chicago has a workers' center that helps about 200 workers throughout 
the year who negotiate temporary contracts with companies typically for hourly wages of about $15 to 
$35, depending on the experience of the worker. Day laborers created the center in 2004. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/18/2014 

 

MENTAL HEALTH OF IMMIGRANTS 

MARIA ANTONIETTA COLLINS/ MIAMI, FLORIDA 

PKG 2:43 

According to a recent report published by the nonprofit public health organization Human Impact Partners 
(HIP), the anxiety and stress of having an undocumented parent can have profound and lasting 
consequences on children's physical growth and development, sense of self, and ability to thrive in the 
classroom.  The persistent and lingering fear the Magallanes are subject to - that a loved one could be 
deported at any time - impacts the mental and physical health of families, as well as the economic vitality 
of the communities in which they live, according to the report.  In the past 15 years, over 600,000 U.S. 



citizen children been separated from one or both parents as a result of detention or deportation, with 
150,000 in the past year alone, according to a report by the National Council of La Raza and the Urban 
Institute, Last year, the report said, the U.S. spent over $1.2 billion on deporting the parents of children 
who are U.S. citizens, most of whom are under age ten.  Another study - "Shattered Families," a report  by 
the Applied Research Center (ARC) - explores the intersection of immigration enforcement and the child 
welfare system. It found that there are roughly 5,100 children living in foster care whose parents have 
been detained or deported. It also noted that families are more likely to be separated in places where local 
police "aggressively participate in immigration enforcement," further breeding the climate of fear and 
apprehension amongst immigrant communities. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/19/2014 

 

NEW INITIATIVE 

BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ/ NEW YORK 

PKG 1:55 

The new initiative, called the New York Immigrant Family Unity Project, emerged from several years of 
study and lobbying among immigration lawyers and immigrants' advocates. They were concerned that the 
absence of competent legal representation for many of New York's immigrant detainees was resulting in 
unnecessary deportations that ruptured families and put an undue financial burden on government. Last 
summer, the New York City Council allocated $500,000 to help pay for a pilot program to test the viability 
of the initiative. The project's organizers said that money, plus a supplementary contribution from the 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, would allow them to provide representation to 190 immigrants. Full 
funding would cost about $7.4 million per year, proponents said. But in a report to be released on 
Thursday , the advocates argue that by shortening detentions and reducing deportations, the full-blown 
program would save governments and private employers an estimated $5.9 million a year.  

 

============================================================== 

 

02/20/2014 

 

WASHINGTON STATE PROVIDES SOME RELIEF TO UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS 

VO: 0:21 

Washington state may soon become the fourth state to allow some of its young undocumented residents 
to be eligible for state financial aid when they apply for college. On a bipartisan 75-22 vote Tuesday 



evening, the Washington state Legislature passed the Senate's version of the Real HOPE Act - 
colloquially known as the Washington DREAM Act - which Gov. Jay Inslee (D) is expected to sign. 
Undocumented students are eligible for the State Need Grant (state financial aid) if they were granted 
temporary legal presence under President Obama's Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program or if they provide an "affidavit indicating that the individual will file an application to become a 
permanent resident at the earliest opportunity the individual is eligible to do so and a willingness to 
engage in other activities necessary to acquire citizenship." 

 

AIRLINES WARNED OF POSSIBLE SHOE BOMBS 

BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ/ NEW YORK 

PKG 2:14 

The U.S. government has warned airlines to pay particular attention to the possibility of terrorists 
attempting to hide explosives in shoes, a result of new intelligence, according to two people familiar with 
the situation. The officials stressed there is no specific threat or known plot. Intelligence collected by the 
United States and other countries has indicated terror groups have been working on new shoe-bomb 
designs, the sources said Wednesday. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/21/2014 

 

NEW YORK IS REMOVING OVER 400 CHILDREN FROM 2 HOMELESS SHELTERS 

ENNY PICHARDO / NEW YORK 

PKG: 2:12 

In the face of New York's mounting homeless crisis, Mayor Bill de Blasio will announce on Friday that his 
administration is removing hundreds of children from two city-owned homeless shelters that inspectors 
have repeatedly cited for deplorable conditions over the last decade, officials said. The city has begun 
transferring over 400 children and their families out of the Auburn Family Residence in Fort Greene, 
Brooklyn, and from the Catherine Street shelter in Lower Manhattan, while vowing to improve services for 
the swelling population of 22,000 homeless children, Mr. de Blasio and other officials said in interviews 
this week. 

 

============================================================== 

 



02/22/2014 

 

NOTHING TO REPORT 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/23/2014 

 

NOTHING TO REPORT 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/24/2014 

 

NEW BUDGET DEFENSE DPT 

VO: 22 

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel says the nation's military forces need to be more nimble to confront a 
more volatile and unpredictable world. In a speech at the Pentagon today, Hagel outlined a defense 
spending plan that would close military bases and shrink the Army from today's 522,000 soldiers to as few 
as 440,000. That would be the smallest number since 1940. Hagel says the nation can afford a smaller 
military so long as it retains a technological edge and the agility to respond on short notice to crises 
anywhere on the globe. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/25/2014 

 

OBAMACARE EFFECTS 



LUIS MEGID/ SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

PKG 1:47 

The new health care law may raise insurance premiums for 11 million small business employees and 
lower rates for 6 million others. That's an estimate from a report by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, part of the Department of Health and Human Services. The report says higher rates are partly 
due to the law's requirement that premiums can no longer be based on a person's age. That has sent 
premiums higher for younger workers, and lower for older ones. The estimate is far from certain, partly 
because many small businesses renewed their policies in 2013. Renewing before the end of the year 
allowed them to avoid higher premiums that went into effect Jan. 1, when coverage was required to 
conform to the law. Also limiting the certainty of the estimate is the fact that the report looks at three 
specific provisions of the Affordable Care Act. Employers' decisions will be based on more factors, 
according to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/26/2014 

 

ARIZONA ANTI-GAY BILL 

VO: 26 

Facing intense pressure from political and business interests and a growing public outcry, Arizona Gov. 
Jan Brewer announced Wednesday that she had vetoed Senate Bill 1062, which would have allowed 
businesses to refuse service to gays and others based on religious beliefs.  Brewer said the Arizona bill 
was unnecessary legislation that threatened the state's recovering economy by driving away high-profile 
events such as next year's Super Bowl and corporations looking to relocate to Arizona.  Brewer also said 
she hasn't heard of a single instance in which an Arizona business owner's religious liberty was violated.  
Her veto - coming two days after state lawmakers sent SB 1062 to her desk - capped a week of escalating 
furor over the bill that once again. The state's Republican U.S. senators, John McCain and Jeff Flake, the 
Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry, hundreds of protesters and the Arizona Super Bowl Host 
Committee, which is preparing for the 2015 game, all urged the governor to veto the bill. Secretary of 
State John Kerry and 2012 GOP presidential nominee Mitt Romney also weighed urged Brewer to nix the 
measure.Supporters of the bill, who argued it provided needed religious protections, acknowledged 
defeat. Four Republican lawmakers who voted for SB 1062 walked back their votes this week, saying they 
hoped Brewer would veto it. 

 

TEXAS SAME SEX BAN 

VO: 20 

A federal judge in San Antonio overturned the Texas ban on same-sex marriage, ruling that the prohibition 
is unconstitutional and stigmatizes the relationship of gay couples in the conservative state.  The ruling by 
U.S. District Judge Orlando Garcia does not allow same-sex couples to immediately marry because he 



stayed the injunction pending any appeal.  Garcia ruled that the state's ban deprives same-sex couples of 
due process and equal protection, stigmatizing their relationships and treating them differently from 
opposite-sex couples.  Texas Atty. Gen. Greg Abbott, a Republican campaigning for governor, announced 
plans to appeal. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/27/2014 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATES NUTRITION FACTS 

BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ / NEW YORK 

PKG: 2:12 

The Food and Drug Administration for the first time in two decades will propose major changes to nutrition 
labels on food packages, putting calorie counts in large type and adjusting portion sizes to reflect how 
much Americans actually eat. It would be the first significant redrawing of the nutrition information on food 
labels since the federal government started requiring them in the early 1990s. Those labels were based 
on eating habits and nutrition data from the 1970s and '80s, before portion sizes expanded significantly, 
and federal health officials argued that the changes were needed to bring labels into step with the reality 
of the modern American diet. 

 

ARIZONA ANTI-GAY BILL VETOED 

VO: 0:21 

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer vetoed a bill Wednesday that would have allowed businesses that asserted their 
religious beliefs the right to deny service to gay and lesbian customers. The controversial measure faced 
a surge of opposition in recent days from large corporations and athletic organizations, including Delta Air 
Lines, the Super Bowl host committee and Major League Baseball. Fiercely divided supporters and 
opponents of the bill ramped up pressure on Brewer after the state's Republican-led Legislature approved 
it last week. On Wednesday, the governor said she made the decision she knew was right for Arizona. 

 

============================================================== 

 

02/28/2014 

 



EVACUATIONS IN CALIFORNIA AS STATE FACES TORRENTIAL DOWNPOUR 

VO: 0:22 

California braced Thursday for the overnight arrival of a powerful Pacific storm expected to bring wide 
spread rain and snow to the drought-stricken state desperately in need of water but also facing threats of 
flooding and mud flows into communities near areas scarred by wildfire. Despite sunny blue skies behind 
a short-lived smaller storm, mandatory evacuation orders were issued for about 1,000 homes in two of 
Los Angeles' eastern foothill suburbs beneath nearly 2,000 acres of steep mountain slopes left bare by a 
January fire. For days, the cities of Glendora and Azusa have made extensive preparations, including 
lining streets with k-rails. Residents built barriers of wood and sandbags to keep debris flows in streets 
and out of homes. 

 

EXCEPTION TO THE NO CELLPHONE WHILE DRIVING LAW: USE OF GPS 

LUIS MEGID / SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

PKG: 1:43 

Talk or text you may not, but looking at maps on your cellphone while driving is legal, a California 
appellate court ruled Thursday. 

The 5th District Court of Appeal sided with a Fresno man who received a $165 ticket when he consulted a 
map application on his phone, looking for an alternate route around a traffic jam. Steven Spriggs 
unsuccessfully challenged the ticket in traffic court and later in Superior Court, arguing the law prohibited 
only talking on the phone, not looking at a map. Judges on the appellate court reversed the lower court, 
writing that the law was not intended to impose a blanket ban on any cellphone use. They noted that when 
the law was enacted in 2006, no one used their phones for much more than conversation. 

 

============END OF THE REPORT================= 

 


