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REPUBLICANS BLAME BARACK OBAMA FOR STALLING IMMIGRATION 

VO: 50 

Republicans are starting to lay the blame on President Barack Obama if an overhaul of the nation's 
broken immigration system fails to become law.  The GOP's emerging plan on immigration is to criticize 
Obama as an untrustworthy leader and his administration as an unreliable enforcer of any laws that might 
be passed. Perhaps realizing the odds of finding a consensus on immigration are long, the Republicans 
have started telling voters that if the GOP-led House doesn't take action this election year, it is Obama's 
fault. "If the president had been serious about this the last five years, we'd be further along in this 
discussion," Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, a Republican, said Sunday. House Republicans last week 
unveiled a road map for an overhaul of the nation's broken immigration system that calls for increased 
border security, better law enforcement within the U.S. and a pathway to legal status -- but not citizenship 
-- for millions of adults who live in America unlawfully. The proposal requires those here illegally to pay 
back taxes and fines. 

 

HEALTHCARE APPEALS ISSUES 

VO: 31 

The HealthCare.gov website is not yet equipped to handle appeals by thousands of people seeking to 
correct errors the system made when they were signing up for the new federal healthcare law, the 
Washington Post reported on Sunday.     The newspaper, citing sources familiar with the situation, said 
appeals by about 22,000 people were sitting untouched in a government computer. ``And an unknown 
number of consumers who are trying to get help through less formal means - by calling the health-care 
marketplace directly - are told that HealthCare.gov's computer system is not yet allowing federal workers 
to go into enrollment records and change them,'' according to the Post. It added that the Obama 
administration had not made public the problem with the appeals system. Despite efforts by legal 
advocates to press the White House 

on the situation, ``there is no indication that infrastructure .•.•. necessary for conducting informal reviews 
and fair hearings has even been created, let alone become operational,'' attorneys for the National Health 
Law Program were quoted as saying in a December letter to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, or CMS, which oversees HealthCare.gov. 

 



GAY TEEN STEROIDS 

VO: 29 

Gay and bisexual teen boys use illicit steroids at a rate almost six times higher than do straight kids, a 
"dramatic disparity" that points up a need to reach out to this group, researchers say.  Reasons for the 
differences are unclear. The study authors said it's possible gay and bi boys feel more pressure to 
achieve a bulked-up "ideal" male physique, or that they think muscle-building steroids will help them fend 
off bullies. Overall, 21 percent of gay or bisexual boys said they had ever used steroids, versus 4 percent 
of straight boys. The difference was similar among those who reported moderate use -- taking steroid pills 
or injections up to 40 times: 8 percent of gay or bi teens reported that amount, versus less than 2 percent 
of straight boys. The heaviest use -- 40 or more times -- was reported by 4 percent of gays or bi boys, 
compared with less than 1 percent of straight teens. 

02/04/14 

 

CYBERSECURITY WARNING 

VO: 28 

The message broadcast in several states last winter was equal parts alarming and absurd: "Civil 
authorities in your area have reported that the bodies of the dead are rising from their graves and 
attacking the living. . . . Do not attempt to approach or apprehend these bodies, as they are considered 
extremely dangerous." The reported zombie invasion was not something out of the "The Walking Dead." It 
was the federal Emergency Alert System under control of hackers - who exploited weaknesses that are 
disturbingly common in many critical systems throughout government, according to a Senate 
cybersecurity report set for release Tuesday. U.S. officials have warned for years that the prospect of a 
cyberattack is the top threat to the nation. 

 

MOST DANGEROUS CITIES 

VO : 20 

New data is out about the country's most dangerous cities and there are some familiar faces on the list.   
this is not a top ten list you want to be on. the f-b-i looked at cities of 75,000 residents or more, and based 
on a compilation of the crime statistics -- these were the worst offenders: camden, new jersey tops the list 
of the highest crime rate in the nation. it is plagued by drugs, homelessness, poverty and violent crimes. 
second -- flint, michigan. there was an all-time high of murders in flint in 2012.  next -- detroit, michigan. it 
recorded as many homicides last year as new york city -- which has about 12 times the population.  on to 
the fourth most dangerous city -- Oakland, California.  

 

FDA TEEN SMOKING CAMPAIGN 

MARIA EUGENIA PAYAN - MIAMI, FLORIDA 

PKG: 1:27 



The Food and Drug Administration is launching an advertising campaign targeting at-risk youth 
highlighting the dangers of smoking. The federal agency says the campaign called "The Real Cost" is set 
to launch Feb. 11 and will include ads on TV and radio. It also will use print and social media. Officials say 
the $115 million campaign will target more than 10 million young people ages 12 to 17 that are open to, or 
are already experimenting with, cigarettes. The FDA says more than 700 kids under the age of 18 become 
daily smokers every day. The ads will run in more than 200 markets throughout the U.S. for at least one 
year. Tobacco companies will foot the bill through user fees paid to the FDA. 

 

 

02/05/14 

 

OBAMACARE CONTROVERSY 

VO: 22 

President Barack Obama's health law will cut the US workforce by the equivalent of more than two million 
workers, budget analysts say. The reductions will begin in 2017 after the law's provisions take full effect, 
the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) said in its report. Lower-income workers will be hardest hit, 
limiting their hours to avoid losing federal subsidies. Conservatives and the White House promptly 
clashed over the findings. In Tuesday's report the nonpartisan CBO said work hours would be reduced by 
the equivalent of 2.3 million full-time workers by 2021. It had previously estimated the health law would 
result in 800,000 fewer workers. 'Making it worse'  The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, 
commonly known as Obamacare, will result in a slower rate of employment growth over the next decade, 
according to the findings. The congressional analysts say there will be fewer workers because healthcare 
subsidies would "reduce incentives to work" and pose an "implicit tax on working" for those returning to a 
job with health insurance. The CBO said some US businesses may also decide to reduce their workforce 
to fewer than 50 full-time employees to avoid having to provide health insurance as mandated under the 
law.  The report also found US workers nearing retirement may opt to work shorter hours to retain 
healthcare subsidies until they qualify for Medicare, a federal health programmed for the elderly. 

 

CVS STORES TO STOP SELLING TOBACCO 

VO: 28 

Want to pick up a pack of cigarettes with your prescription refill? A major U.S. pharmacy chain is breaking 
that habit. CVS Caremark announced Wednesday that it will stop selling cigarettes and other tobacco 
products at its CVS/pharmacy stores by October 1 of this year. The retailer said the move makes 
CVS/pharmacy the first chain of national pharmacies to take tobacco products off the shelves. "Ending the 
sale of cigarettes and tobacco products at CVS/pharmacy is the right thing for us to do for our customers 
and our company to help people on their path to better health," Larry J. Merlo, president and CEO of CVS 
Caremark, said in a statement. "Put simply, the sale of tobacco products is inconsistent with our purpose." 
CVS Caremark is the largest pharmacy in the United States based on total prescription revenue, 
according to the company. It operates more than 7,600 CVS/pharmacy stores nationwide, in addition to 
more than 800 MinuteClinics, which are medical clinics within the pharmacy locations. Health-oriented 
organizations praised the move. 

 



 

02/06/14 

 

WEATHER LATEST  

MARIA EUGENIA PAYAN - MIAMI, FLORIDA 

PKG 1:52  

The damages brought by a tremendous ice storm continue to make the headlines, as over one million 
customers have lost power during the height of winter storm Nika.  Pennsylvania was hardest hit by power 
outages, with more than 625,000 customers still in the dark as of Wednesday night. Utility companies 
were warning power may not be fully restored until the weekend. The weather was also blamed for nine 
deaths, including a Chicago-area nurse who was hit and killed by a snowplow while she walked in the 
hospital's parking lot Wednesday morning.  

 

OFFICIALS: VIRGINIA'S WATER IS CLEAN TO DRINK, BATHE IN 

VO:  35  

A federal health official said Wednesday that West Virginians can use tap water however they choose 
after last month's chemical spill contaminated it for days. Still, public skepticism remains over its safety 
and some local doctors are advising some of their patients not to ingest it. The Jan. 9 spill of a coal-
cleaning chemical at Freedom Industries in Charleston spurred a water-use ban for 300,000 people for up 
to 10 days. After officials cleared thousands to use water again, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention officials advised pregnant women to consider a different water source. However, on 
Wednesday, the CDC reaffirmed its stance on the water's safety, even for pregnant women. 

 

EPIDURAL: GOOD FOR CHILD BIRTH? 

VO: 36 

Epidural anesthesia lengthens the second stage of labor, the one in which women push. But a study 
published on Wednesday has found that epidurals are associated with an even longer duration in the 
second stage than is generally recognized, suggesting that some women may be subject to unnecessary 
interventions by doctors who wrongly fear labor has become prolonged. The finding indicates that 
"clinicians might need to wait later before intervening with oxytocin, forceps, vacuum or a cesarean," said 
Dr. S. Katherine Laughon, an investigator at the National Institutes of Health who was not involved in the 
study, which was published in Obstetrics and Gynecology. Still, she added, "clinicians and women need to 
balance benefits of vaginal delivery with potential increases in risk for mom and baby." 

 

THE LINK BETWEEN VITAMIN C AND CANCER   

VO: 34  



Could pumping roughly 2,000 oranges' worth of vitamin C into a patient's bloodstream boost the 
effectiveness of anti-cancer drugs and mitigate the grueling side effects of chemotherapy? In research 
published Wednesday in the journal Science Translational Medicine, scientists found that high doses of 
vitamin C - administered intravenously - increased the cancer-killing effects of chemotherapy drugs in 
mice, and blunted toxic side effects in humans. But even though the research seems to offer the promise 
of effectiveness for a new method of cancer treatment, vitamin C, or ascorbate, is unlikely to inspire the 
vigorous, and expensive, research necessary to become an approved tumor remedy, experts say. 

 

====================================================== 

 

02/07/14 

 

BOEHNER INMIGRACION 

MARIA EUGENIA PAYAN 

PKG 1:45 

Speaker John Boehner on Thursday all but ruled out passage of immigration legislation before this fall's 
elections, saying it would be difficult for the Republican-led House to act on the issue that President 
Barack Obama has made a top domestic priority.  In his most pessimistic comments, Boehner blamed the 
stalemate on widespread skepticism that Obama would properly enforce any immigration reforms that 
Congress  approved. The GOP leader didn't mention that his own members have balked at acting on the 
contentious issue, which could enrage core conservative voters in the midterm election year.  Just last 
week, Boehner and other House Republican leaders had unveiled broad principles for immigration 
changes, including legal status for the estimated 11 million immigrants living here illegally, tougher border 
security and a shot at citizenship for children brought to the country illegally. National Republicans see the 
failure to act on immigration as a political drag on the party after 2012 presidential nominee Mitt Romney 
captured just 27 percent of the Hispanic vote, and they are pressing for action to moderate the party's 
image. The principles endorsed last week were seen as a congressional jump-stafor an issue that had 
been stalled since Senate passage of a comprehensive, bipartisan bill last June.  

 

AZ ANTIINMIGRANT BILL RESOURCE 

VO:27 

A bill that would ban some illegal immigrants from using any public resource. even roads and restrooms, 
introduced at the state capitol. A new state bill would make it against the law for an illegal immigrant to  
use public resources including driving on public roads. State Representative Carl Seel (R-District 20) said 
House Bill 2192 would only affect undocumented immigrants who have committed a crime. Seel said it 
would be an additional violation law enforcement could tack on in addition to the crime that led to the initial 
arrest. 

 



UNEMPLOYMENT 

VO :19 

A surprisingly weak jobs report for a second straight month has renewed concern that the U.S. economy 
might be slowing after a strong finish last year. Employers added 113,000 jobs in January, far fewer than 
the average monthly gain of 194,000 last year. Job gains have averaged just 154,000 the past three 
months, down from 201,000 in the preceding three. The sluggish job growth could undermine hopes that 
economic growth will accelerate this year. But economists also say they expect hiring to return to healthier 
levels in coming months. They note that solid job gains in January in areas like manufacturing and 
construction point to underlying strength. The government said Friday that manufacturers, construction 
firms and mining and drilling companies added a strong 76,000 jobs combined.  

  

 

02/10/14 

 

JUSTICE SAME SEX RIGHTS 

VO: 31 

In an assertion of same-sex marriage rights, Attorney General Eric Holder is applying a landmark 
Supreme Court ruling to the Justice Department, announcing Saturday that same-sex spouses cannot be 
compelled to testify against each other, should be eligible to file for bankruptcy jointly and are entitled to 
the same rights and privileges as federal prison inmates in opposite-sex marriages. The Justice 
Department runs a number of benefits programs, and Holder says same-sex couples will qualify for them. 
They include the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund and benefits to surviving spouses of public 
safety officers who suffer catastrophic or fatal injuries in the line of duty. "In every courthouse, in every 
proceeding and in every place where a member of the Department of Justice stands on behalf of the 
United States, they will strive to ensure that same-sex marriages receive the same privileges, protections 
and rights as opposite-sex marriages under federal law," Holder said in prepared remarks to the Human 
Rights Campaign in New York. The advocacy group works on behalf of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender. 

 

KIDS CAFFEINE 

VO: 30 

Nearly 3 out of 4 U.S. children and young adults consume at least some caffeine, mostly from soda, tea 
and coffee. The rate didn't budge much over a decade, although soda use declined and energy drinks 
became an increasingly common source, a government analysis finds. Though even most preschoolers 
consume some caffeine-containing products, their average was the amount found in half a can of soda, 
and overall caffeine intake declined in children up to age 11 during the decade. The analysis is the first to 
examine recent national trends in caffeine intake among children and young adults and comes amid a 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration investigation into the safety of caffeine-containing foods and drinks, 
especially for children and teens. In an online announcement about the investigation, the FDA notes that 
caffeine is found in a variety of foods, gum and even some jelly beans and marshmallows. 



 

WEEKEND WEIGHT GAIN WON'T KILL YOUR DIET 

MARIA EUGENIA PAYAN -  MIAMI, FLORIDA 

PKG: 1:30 

If you are trying to lose weight it is usually easier to stick to your diet during the week -- but when the 
weekend comes, with its dinners out and breakfast pancakes -- it can be harder to keep up the fight. but 
there may be some good news for all of us who are stuck in this routine. you may have fallen off your diet 
wagon over the weekend but if you're trying to lose weight-- don't panic! a little indulgence may actually 
help you lose weight. 

 

CREDIT CARD 'SWIPE-AND-SIGN' ENDING  

VO: 20 

We've all been concerned about the safety of our credit card transactions after the recent widespread theft 
of credit card information from retailers like target and neiman marcus. today we have information about a 
completely new credit system in the works that could make us a lot safer. one u-s senator recently pointed 
out that nearly half of the worlds credit card fraud happens in the united states -- many blame an old 
fashioned payment system. so, now some card companies are now looking to upgrade to "smart cards" -- 
which means you will be saying goodbye to the swipe and sign routine and hello to credit card chips and 
pins. 

 

====================================================== 

 

02/11/14 

 

OBAMACARE EMPLOYERS 

VO: 26 

It may take weeks to render a verdict on the Obama administration's latest health care concession to 
employers.  But that could make a difference for Democrats battling to keep control of the Senate in the 
fall congressional elections.  All-important details are buried in more than 200 pages of dense Treasury 
regulations released Monday. The biggest change is that medium-sized firms got another delay in a 
heavily criticized requirement that they cover their workers or face fines.  The administration said 
companies with 50 to 99 employees will have an additional year to comply, until January 1, 2016.  For 
businesses with 100 or more employees, the so-called employer mandate will still take effect in 2015. But 
other newly announced provisions, dealing with technical issues such as the calculation of working hours, 
may help some of those firms. The mandate was originally supposed to take effect this year.  

 



IS SOCCER SAFER THAN FOOTBALL?  

VO: 20 

Parents and athletic kids have heard a lot about the dangers of concussions in football. is it smart to 
change sports?  not so fast.  with more, here's abc news' senior medical contributor, dr. timothy johnson 
soccer it is the most popular and fastest-growing sport around the globe. and more american kids are 
getting a piece of the action. but in this sport where shin guards are the strongest form of protection could 
parents be unaware of soccer's hidden risk to the brain? canadian researchers took a look at past 
research on soccer participation and concussions. they found kids who played soccer - particularly girls -  
aced an increased risk. in fact, girls' soccer led to more than 8 per cent of sports-related concussions 
second only to football. 

 

====================================================== 

 

02/12/14 

 

OBAMA MINIMUM WAGE  

VO :23 

President Obama on Wednesday will sign his promised executive order to raise the federal minimum 
wage to $10.10 on new federal contracts, according to White House spokesman Matt Lehrich. Obama 
announced during his State of the Union Address last month that he would take unilateral action on 
raising the minimum wage in the coming weeks. Administration officials have been finalizing details of the 
order since he made his announcement. The order will cover people who perform janitorial, kitchen work 
and other low-wage services on behalf of federal contractors in the future. The action is eventually 
expected to help roughly 250,000 workers. 

 

GRACO RECALL  

VO :27 

The government and Graco Children's Products Inc., a popular maker of child safety seats, have 
announced a recall of more than 3.7 million car seats in what is the fourth-largest recall of these products 
ever. Graco is recalling 11 of 18 car seat models that the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) says should have their buckling mechanism replaced. According to Graco, when food and liquid 
spills into the harness buckle and dries, the device can become difficult to unlatch, which could be 
dangerous in an emergency situation. NHTSA, however, dismisses this explanation and says the problem 
is the result of a safety defect in the latches used by the company from 2009 to 2013. In a January letter to 
Graco obtained Tuesday by ABC News, NHTSA requested the car seat recall, citing 135 complaints 
received about the troublesome car seats since October 2012. The last complaint was reported Jan. 8, 
2014. 

 



MAMMOGRAMS DO NOT REDUCE BREAST CANCER DEATHS 

VO :20 

Yearly mammograms in middle-age women do not reduce breast cancer deaths these tests are 
essentially as good as physical examination alone, according to a new 25-year study from Canada. The 
study, which included nearly 90,000 women ages 40 to 59, is the latest to question the value of routine 
mammography. The researchers found the same number of women died of breast cancer over 25 years, 
regardless of whether they underwent yearly mammograms or not. Mammography is performed routinely 
to screen women for breast cancer, with the goal of early diagnosis. But it is highly debated whether this 
screening saves lives. In some cases, early detection does not necessarily mean the cancer can be 
cured, and in some others, treatments work even if cancer is discovered at later stages. [6 Foods That 
May Affect Breast Cancer Risk. It is also controversial whether the potential benefits of mammograms 
outweigh the harm done by overdiagnosis and overtreatment. The new study found that about 22 percent 
of breast cancers detected by mammograms were what researchers call over-diagnosed, meaning the 
mammograms revealed tumors that didn't cause diseasesymptoms, and would not have reduced a 
womans life span if left undetected. 

 

========================================= 

 

02/13/14 

 

NEBRASKA DRIVER LICENSES 

VO :32 

Officials in a small Nebraska city were preparing Wednesday to enforce voter-approved illegal 
immigration rules, despite the threat of federal lawsuits after the measure goes into effect. Fremont 
officials said that police will start enforcing the measure 30 days after the results of a special city election 
are certified. Nearly 60 percent of voters decided Tuesday to keep the ordinance, which requires renters 
to get a $5 permit and swear they have legal permission to live in the U.S. Fremont City Council President 
Jennifer Bixby said officials would respect the voters' decision on the measure, which was first approved 
by a smaller margin in 2010. Critics pushed for the new vote, saying the housing restrictions would be 
ineffective and might cost Fremont millions of dollars in legal fees and lost federal grants. They also said it 
was hurting the city's image. 

 

TOYOTA RECALL 

VO :31 

Toyota is recalling 2.1 million of its Prius, RAV4, Tacoma and Lexus vehicles globally because of a 
software problem that could cause cars to stop suddenly. Toyota Motors said Wednesday it is recalling 
about 1.9 million Prius vehicles, including 713,000 in North America, 997,000 in Japan and 130,000 in 
Europe. The automaker is recalling Prius vehicles from 2010 to 2014 to update the software. The settings 



"could result in higher thermal stress in certain transistors," which would be flagged by warning lights, the 
company said.  

 

KIDS FLUORIDE  

VO :19 

The recommendation change comes after a new review published in the February issue of the Journal of 
the American Dental Association found that brushing with fluoride toothpaste had statistically significant 
benefits on preventing decay and cavities. They did find some evidence ingesting pea-sized amounts can 
lead to a condition called in some kids, which is when staining or changes in the color of the tooth's 
enamel occurs when children age 8 and younger consume too much fluoride. The new guidance says 
kids younger than 3 should just get a "smear" of toothpaste before graduating to a pea-sized amount 
when 3 to 6 years old to prevent cavities and avoid fluorosis. Kids should spit out the toothpaste as soon 
as they are old enough to do so. More than 16 million U.S. kids have untreated tooth decay, the ADA 
says, causing them and their parents to miss millions of hours of school and work cumulatively. 

 

============================================= 

 

02/14/14       

 

STATES STRUGGLE TO ADD LATINOS TO HEALTH ROLLS 

VO :28 

With an estimated 15 percent of the country's uninsured population, California is crucial to the success of 
President Obama's health care overhaul. Here, that success cannot come without enrolling Latinos, who 
make up more than half of the state's uninsured. But so far, enrollment of Latinos has fallen strikingly 
below the hopes of the law's proponents, accounting for 20 percent or fewer of those who had signed up 
on the state-run health insurance exchange by the end of December. Now, state officials are rushing to 
expand marketing efforts and hire additional Spanish-speaking staff, hoping to sharply increase that 
number by March 31, when open enrollment in the new insurance plans ends. 

 

VIRGINIA GAY MARRIAGE BAN STRUCK DOWN  

VO :25 

A judge struck down Virginia's ban on same-sex marriage. U-s district judge Arenda Wright Allen said the 
ban is unconstitutional. She said it denies equal protection guaranteed under the 14th amendment. The 
decision has been stayed pending appeal, so same-sex marriages won't begin right away.  The 
commonwealth passed the ban in 2006.  

 



SODA WARNING 

VO :34 

Sodas and most other sugar-sweetened drinks sold in California would be required to carry warning labels 
for obesity, diabetes and tooth decay under a bill introduced in Sacramento on Thursday and backed by 
several public health advocacy groups. The first proposal of its kind would put California, which banned 
sodas and junk food from public schools in 2005, back in the vanguard of a growing national movement to 
curb the consumption of high-caloric beverages that medical experts say are largely to blame for an 
epidemic of childhood obesity. 

 

TAX RETURNS  

VO :19 

Most americans plan to save the tax refunds they're expecting this year -- and not spend the extra cash. 
that's from a new t-d ameritrade survey. According to the poll, 61-percent of americans say they'll save or 
invest their refunds. 21-percent plan to pay off debt. 18-percent will spend the money on necessities. But 
only 19-percent of those surveyed say they expect to make non-essential purchases with their refunds. 
The i-r-s says the average tax refund was $2,744 last year. 

 

==================END OF PART ONE===================== 

 


