
 
 

 
 

 
July 8, 2020 

 
 
The following is a report on Public Affairs Programming for the Second Quarter of 2020 

during which time the top issues of community interest and concern in Sarasota, Florida and 
the surrounding area were found to be: 

 
Health 

Economy 
Education 

Environment 

Public Safety 
Community Relations 

 
 

This report summarizes a representative sample of programming that provided the most 
significant treatment of community issues during the past quarter.  Programming frequently 
deals with more than one issue. To meet these issues, WHPT-FM airs a public affairs program 

on Sunday mornings.  
 

“West Coast Forum” airs Sunday mornings at 6:00 a.m.   
 

WHPT-FM also helps meet community issues through daily programming.  As traffic and 
transportation are often major issues for residents of Tampa Bay, WHPT-FM airs traffic 
reports four times hourly on weekdays from 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

 
WHPT-FM also runs a heavy schedule of :60 second Public Service Announcements 

produced by the Florida Association of Broadcasters throughout all hours of the day. 
 

Cox Radio, LLC. is the licensee of WHPT-FM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

John Brennan 
 
John Brennan 

Director of Branding and Programming 
Cox Media Group Tampa 

JB/mc 
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Health 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Alexander Gomez with Pediatric Associates. 

We've been hearing a lot on the news about the coronavirus however, we're not hearing 

a lot of news about how the virus is affecting kids.  Dr. Gomez talks about kids and 

COVID-19.  Earlier with the pandemic there were very few kids being diagnosed with 

coronavirus and now we are seeing more kids test positive.  Discussed is how many 

people could currently have the virus and not even know it, how can people distinguish 

between what may be a normal cough or perhaps a symptom of the virus, what are the 

best ways families can protect themselves and their families from COVID-19, what are 

some things moms who are pregnant or have newborns need to know, should our kids 

still have play dates and why you should never put a mask on anyone younger than two 

years of age.  Also discussed is testing for the coronavirus and kids. 

 

Sunday, May 10, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Alan Gluskin - President of the American Association of 

Endodontist. 

Now that we've entered phase one of reopening the economy and doctors and dentist are 

now allowed to perform elective procedures, you can start heading back for routine 

cleaning.  Is it safe to return to the dentist?  Dr. Gluskin talks about how dentists are 

working to keep their offices safe.  First, if anyone had any kind of tooth pain, they 

should have called their dentist as most dentists were still seeing emergency cases.  His 

organization and the American Dental Association are both following the guidelines set 

up by the CDC as they allow patients back into the office.  He reminds us that the dentist 

office has had strict guidelines in place since the aids outbreak in the early 80's.  He 

explains why it is important during the pandemic to practice good oral health.  Most 

mouth infections can cause a fever and that's one of the symptoms of the coronavirus.  

Some people have been showing up at the hospital with a fever thinking they have the 

virus and it's really an infected tooth/gums or other oral issue.  He gives some tips on 

how to avoid virus contamination at home.  For instance, one should always wash their 

hands before and after brushing and flossing, keep toothbrushes clean (he explains 

how), make sure it's dry, and make sure everyone in the house keep their own 

toothbrush in a special clean place.  It's a bad idea right now for people to store all their 

toothbrushes in the normal container on the kitchen sink. 
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Sunday, May 17, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Meredith Terrian with the Epilepsy Foundation Tampa 

One in twenty-six people will be diagnosed with epilepsy.  There's still a stigma and a lot 

of misinformation when it comes to epilepsy.  Mr. Slater and Ms. Terrian discuss how 

the epilepsy foundation is working to raise public awareness of epilepsy, how kids can 

have a seizure safe summer camp, how they're working to make schools seizure free 

zones and how they support families who've lost loved ones to epilepsy.  Also discussed 

is how many people really don't understand epilepsy and the stigma many people with 

epilepsy face.  Ms. Terrian talks about their new fundraising campaign Give 26 

(give26.com) and how our listeners can support the Epilepsy Foundation. 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Laurie Mitchell – Head Advisor with H.R. Firm Unum 

While many workers continue to work from home due to the coronavirus many people 

are not taking care of their mental health and the resources available to them from their 

employer.  Ms. Mitchell discusses mental health issues when working from home.  Due 

to the work culture changing due to the coronavirus has many people dealing with 

added anxiety, stress and other triggers.  Many workers forget that their employer still 

provides mental health counseling however, many employees are not taking advantage 

of the program because they think the counselor’s office is closed.  The counselors are 

still making appointments but it's going to be over the phone.  Most people don't feel 

comfortable talking about mental health issues on the phone.  This should not deter 

people from taking advantage of employee assistance programs.  Discussed are some 

ways you can reduce stress while working from home, different mental exercises anyone 

can do to relieve stress, how mild exercise can help and how to deal with trying to work 

while you're also dealing with kids.  Look over your employee handbook to find any 

information regarding the company's employee assistance program and keep in mind all 

the counseling services are anonymous and the counselor will not contact your employer 

with information about your visit/call. 

 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Elizabeth Fields - CEO of the Gary Sinise Foundation. 
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We all know of the good work the Gary Sinise foundation does in our area when it comes 

to helping our veterans.  They also do a lot to help our first responders and now they're 

stepping up to help first responders and front-line workers in Florida.  Ms. Fields with 

talks about their program.  The Gary Sinise foundation has been able to get thousands of 

P.P.E.  items that they're going to start sending out to hospitals and first responders in 

Florida.  Discussed is how they got the P.P.E.s during a big shortage nationwide, how 

the foundation is helping the first responders while continuing to help our vets and how 

any of the first responders and hospitals can get a free shipment of P.P. E.s.  They've 

already shipped P.P.E.s to all the VA hospitals in Florida.  Ms. Fields hands out some 

tips to our vet's on how they can get help and deal with the coronavirus.  She reminded 

our vets about all the great programs and services that are available to them. 

 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Juan Hindo with the World Community Grid 

(worldcommunitygrid.org) 

Scientists and the medical community continue to depend on technology to help fight 

the coronavirus.  Today we learn about a global project anyone can get involved with 

that will help scientists and the medical community.  It's called the world community 

grid and we can get involved just by downloading their app on our smart phone or other 

internet device.  Ms. Hindo tells us the world community grid is a free, volunteer-driven 

resource that crowdsources the surplus power of volunteers otherwise idle computers, 

using it to perform virtual experiments.  She says volunteers download a free and safe 

app that automatically performs virtual scientific experiments while the volunteer is not 

using their device.  Basically, the app lets scientist from around the world use our 

device's computing power to run experiments/simulations while not using any of our 

allowed 4g limits or internet use times.  The app will not interfere with our device, does 

not touch our security settings, does not access any personal information and will not 

require us to turn off any security programs we run on our devices.  The more people 

who volunteer to download the app, the more computer simulations performed, and the 

more experiments/data can be screened in less time.  Results from the world 

community grid projects are shared with the world, and so far, 50 peer-reviewed 

scientific articles have been published.  The project can pivot to screen compounds for 

future pandemics.  The app has been used in the past to help fight other health issues 

and third world country medical problems.  The COVID-19 program the app uses was 

devised by Scripps research, the largest private, non-profit biomedical research 

organization in the United States. 
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Sunday, June 21, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Tracy Pfifer - Plastic Surgeon. 

Florida has become a hot bed for botched plastic surgery and people holding 'pumping 

parties' in hotels and homes.  Unfortunately, many people, especially women, are being 

deformed or even dying due to cheap/discount plastic surgery.  Often, the person 

performing the procedure is not a licensed doctor.  What are the dangers of getting a 

procedure done by someone who's not a doctor and how do you find a reputable doctor?  

Dr. Pfifer talks about botched plastic surgery.  She shares some horror stories about 

patients she has had to perform reconstructive surgery on after they've had a botched 

procedure.  Many times, there is only so much a doctor can do to fix the damage and 

sometimes the damage is permanent.  The most common thing she's seeing right now is 

people going to ‘pumping parties’ where people pay to get injections in their rear ends or 

face.  The people holding these parties are not doctors and have been caught performing 

procedures in unsanitary conditions and often use the same needle/equipment on 

different patients.  Dr. Pfiffer often sees people with massive infections around the 

injection site and too often that infection spreads.  Also, the liquid being injected into 

the victims is often low-grade industrial silicon that can travel into other areas of the 

body.  She has also seen cases of people getting procedures performed at beauty parlors.  

Dr. Pfiffer gives some tips on how to find a reputable doctor, the questions we need to 

ask up front and how much certain procedures should cost. 

 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. David Atkins, Acting Chief Research and Development 

Officer with the Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs 

Recent studies by the VA show that minority populations are not getting as much care 

through the VA as whites.  Dr. Atkins talks about the issue.  Discussed are the different 

health issues between minorities and whites and accelerating heath equality for the vets.  

Dr. Atkins talks about why minority vets are less likely to seek help from the VA. Also 

discussed is why minority vets are less likely to trust the VA and the current research the 

VA is doing when it comes to minority health issues. 
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Economy 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: James Bell - Director of Corp. Communications with Kia 

Motors. 

As we continue to battle the coronavirus, most American car plants have shut down 

production to spend time and resources to make PPE items for first responders and to 

make ventilators for hospitals.  Mr. Bell with Kia motors talks about how the plants were 

shut down to make the PPEs and how by doing so they've been able to keep people 

working. It’s not just Kia working to help our first responders, most auto plants are 

manufacturing items that are needed during the pandemic.  Mr. Bell talks about how car 

dealerships have learned how to change the way they do business and even how the appt's. 

in the service dept. are changing.  Mr. Bell gives some great consumer tips for people who 

may be in market for a new car.  Most auto dealers are offering special incentives and no 

interest programs.  Most of the auto lots are still full of 2020 models and they started 

production on the 2021-line right before the virus hit.  The dealers will soon start offering 

better deals on the 2020 models just to get them off the lot.  He gives some insider tips on 

how to get the best price on a vehicle during the coronavirus pandemic and the months to 

follow after we're back in phase three.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Sunday, May 31, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Russell Brunson - Small Business and Social Media Advisor 

Small businesses are hurting right now due to the coronavirus.  Many have their doors 

closed to the public for months and just now allowed only limited number of customers 

into their stores.  Add convenient online shopping to that and it's a major hit to small 

business operators.  How can small business operators survive during the pandemic?  

Mr. Brunson a small business and social media advisor, joins us to talk about how to use 

our web presence and social media to help our business thrive.  He talks about how to 

find your customer base and why many businesses fail because owners think their 

customers will come once they open.  The old way of thinking, "build it and they will 

come" is often the downfall of many business owners.  Some small business owners 

don’t even know who their 'ideal' customer is.  He talks about how to boost our online 

visitors, why it's important to keep the business website updated, how to reply to 

customer online feedback, how to properly use social media for marketing and reaching 

old and new customers alike, and how to use 'click funnels' on social media to grow your 

online presence.  We should start looking at emerging marketing tactics often available 

on online for free (how to's) and why we should pay attention to what the bigger online 
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retail/stores.  He reminds us that when we talk about using web traffic and social media 

to help small businesses the rules apply to all small businesses from stores selling locally 

produced items, specialty items, mom & pop restaurants, people in the personal service 

industry, etc. If used wisely, the internet and social media can not only help you during 

the pandemic if used properly you can grow your customer base. 

 

Education 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Sarah Evans  

Due to stay at home orders in the state of Florida kids are using laptops at home to get 

their education and more parents are working at home using computers and platforms 

like "zoom" and "skype."  With everyone logged onto a home’s Wi-Fi and cable all at 

once it could bog or slow down the system.  Ms. Evans talks about what cable/internet 

providers are doing to make sure we're still able to get online at home.  All 

internet/cable providers nationwide are offering free Wi-Fi and she explains how to get 

the best speed out of our Wi-Fi. Also, if Wi-Fi boosters for sale online work and which 

ones are better.  She gives some tips on how to get the most out of our Wi-Fi.  Multiple 

users logged onto the Wi-Fi will slow it down so, if it's possible to run some devices 

using your phone providers "hot spot" that will free up some of the speed on the Wi-Fi. 

If possible, use an ethernet cable instead of Wi-Fi and if you're going to download 

movies or update video games it's better to do that at night when everyone is in bed. 

 

Sunday, March 3, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am  

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Adrienne Appell - Kid's Playing and the Coronavirus with the 

Genius of Play.org 

As a mother with two young sons, Mrs. Appell is seeing how the coronavirus and the 

kids at home under the stay at home order is changing how her family functions.  She 

says it’s tough to balance working from home, school from home and family time.  

That's why she started the non-profit organization "the genius of play 

(thegeniusofplay.org).  On the website there are tips from child psychologist and 

teachers on how to deal with the virus and kids, why it's important for kids to still have 

some down time and get outside for exercise and why it's still important to keep the kids 

and the family on a normal schedule.  Discussed are the different ways to still have play 

time for the kids and how some games are not only entertaining they can also be 

educational and mentally challenging as well.  Even playing some old-time board games 
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can also be a benefit to the kids and the family.  The genius of play is an all in one 

resource center for great games to play as a family, how kids can use their computers 

and smart phones to visit museums, zoos, national parks, beaches, etc.   There are also 

tons of resources for parents who need help either with their kids’ education or if they 

feel burdened and need another parent or professional to talk to. 

 

Environment 

Sunday, April 12, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Jeremy Walters - Republic Recycling Services. 

With restaurants closed and only offering takeout and more people hoarding items from 

the store, it's time to remind people about proper recycling.  Mr. Walters give some tips 

about proper recycling habits and what items can and cannot be recycled.  He gives 

some tips on how to find out which plastic items can be recycled.  For instance, to look 

on the container for the number code.  The code features a triangle with a number.  Only 

the items with the number one, two and five can be recycled.  All paper and cardboard 

items can be recycled, however, if you're going to recycle a pizza box only the lid (cover) 

can be recycled.  Keep in mind that plastic cutlery cannot be recycled.  The bottom of the 

box is often soaked with grease and cheese and that can't be recycled.  Also, it's 

important to rinse out all cans, bottles or other containers to make sure there are no 

food items stuck to them.  Other items around the house can recycle such as aspirin 

bottles to shampoo bottles. 

 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am  

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Ed McCrane - Emergency Management Chief with Sarasota 

County 

We are now officially in hurricane season 2020 and Sarasota county is ready if they're in 

the cone for a hurricane.  Mr. McCrane talks about what residents need to do to get 

ready in case a storm heads our way.  He talks about the basic items everyone should 

have in their hurricane kits, how the county is planning should a storm head their way, 

what plans are in place should the emergency operations center start operating before a 

storm, which agencies have already met with Ed to coordinate help if a storm was to hit 

Sarasota county, and how COVID-19 will change the way evacuation shelters will be run 

this year.  He also talks about how some evacuation shelters will be open for COVID-19 

patients only and everyone who heads to a shelter will need to bring a mask and plenty 

of hand sanitizer.   
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Public Safety 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Mike Trepper - Program Director of the Prodigy Program 

Earlier this year the prodigy program based in Hills. County celebrated their 2oth 

anniversary.  Mr. Trepper talks about the program.  The Prodigy program works with "at 

risk" kids in low income areas of Hills., Pinellas, Polk, and Pasco counties.  The program 

offers kids more than an education, it helps kids learn to reach their potential by using 

arts, culture, mentorship and other programs.  It is like a 4-h program for low income 

kids.  The program helps a child grow and feel worth by allowing them to create and 

learn by using something the kids may not have access to, i.e. all kinds of arts, music, 

photography, cooking, etc.  More on the program can be found on their website. 

“Prodigy is a research-based prevention and diversion program for at-risk youth ages 5-

18. Prodigy uses visual and performing arts to help young people develop life skills such 

as communication, leadership, problem solving, anger management, career aspirations, 

and goal setting. Each art class is conducted by a professional artist who serves as a 

mentor and teacher. Through art, young people build self-confidence, learn how to 

showcase their skills and develop lifelong positive habits for future success.  " according 

to independent research as well as the Florida department of juvenile justice, Prodigy is 

among the best performing prevention and diversion programs. Over 95% of young 

people enrolled do not have contact with law enforcement and for those who have 

committed a minor offense, over 89% do not reoffend. Additionally, Prodigy offers a 

cost savings of over 160 million dollars to taxpayers in Florida when invested in up front 

prevention cost to support juveniles (less than $1,600 per youth) versus over $60,000 

per youth for incarceration. Prodigy has been a national model for diversion 

programming by leading practitioners and researchers for several years.  This view is 

supported by both fiscal and scientific analysis. While we had Mike on the air, we asked 

him to share some success stories with us.  He said most of the Prodigy graduates often 

stay in the local area opening businesses and becoming mentors in their own 

community.  It's important to note the prodigy program receives most of their funding 

from the state of Florida and the Florida Dept. of Juvenile Justice.    

 

Community Relations 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 am 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Commander Bill Oxford - National Commander of the 

American Legion 
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Many people are continuing to worry about the coronavirus and being on basic 

lockdown.  One of the groups that really isn't getting a lot of national attention is our 

veterans.  However, many vets are being affected by the pandemic.  Commander Oxford 

talks about how the virus is causing problems for our vets and how we can possibly help.  

First, Oxford tells us his organization has been working with the V.A. to make sure our 

vets can still get in to see their doctors, but he did say some things have changed to help 

protect our vets and the medical staff at the V.A.  With many colleges and schools shut 

down and people are getting their education at home, how does this change things for 

our vets who are getting an education with the G.I. Bill?  The legion is also working with 

local employment organizations to make sure our vets who are looking for work can still 

apply for employment or if they lost their job the legion is helping unemployed vets 

apply for unemployment benefits.  This is an extra hard time for our vets with drug and 

alcohol problems and the number of veteran suicides is going up at an alarming rate.  

Commander Oxford asks if we know of a veteran in our community, please reach out to 

them to see how they're doing and see if there's anything we can do to make their lives a 

little easier.  The local legion post in our area are completely stocked with toilet paper, 

food items, etc. for any vet in need or if a vet cannot or doesn't want to go to the store.  

The legion will provide free delivery of products to vets in our area. 

 


