
 
 

 
 

 
June 24, 2020 

 
The FCC extended the deadline for the First Quarter 2020 Issues/Program report to July 10, 
2020 due to COVID-19.  

 
The following is a report on Public Affairs Programming for the First Quarter of 2020 during 

which time the top issues of community interest and concern in Sarasota, Florida and the 
surrounding area were found to be: 

 
Health 

Economy 

Education 
Public Safety 

Community Relations 
 

 
This report summarizes a representative sample of programming that provided the most 
significant treatment of community issues during the past quarter.  Programming frequently 

deals with more than one issue. To meet these issues, WHPT-FM airs a public affairs program 
on Sunday mornings.  

 
“West Coast Forum” airs Sunday mornings at 6:00 a.m.   

 
WHPT-FM also helps meet community issues through daily programming.  As traffic and 
transportation are often major issues for residents of Tampa Bay, WHPT-FM airs traffic 

reports four times hourly on weekdays from 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
 

WHPT-FM also runs a heavy schedule of :60 second Public Service Announcements 
produced by the Florida Association of Broadcasters throughout all hours of the day. 

 
Cox Radio, Inc. is the licensee of WHPT-FM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Brennan 
 

John Brennan 
Director of Branding and Programming 

JB/mc 
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Health 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guests: Infectious Disease Specialist – Dr. Cedric Spak 

While many Americans are currently fighting the flu, there is a new virus to is posting a 

threat to Floridians.  The corona virus has recently been in the news and it's something 

new to doctors in Florida.  Dr. Spak talks about the virus and why we need to be 

worried.  First, Dr. Spak tells us the difference between the current flu virus and covid-

19.  He explains the easy ways both viruses are spread.  Right now there are shots 

available for the current flu virus however, there is no current treatment available for 

the corona virus.  Both viruses attack the respiratory system and people may have the 

covid-19 and think they just have the flu and someone could be carrying the corona virus 

and not even know it.  Tests are not available yet for the corona virus. 

 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. James Wheless - Pediatric Neurology Specialist 

At least 3.4+ million Americans live with epilepsy in the U.S.  Dr. Wheless discusses 

epilepsy.  Why epilepsy is hard to diagnose, especially with young people.  Some of the 

causes of epilepsy are brain injury, genetic disorder or a stroke.  However, Dr. Wheless 

says the cause of someone’s epilepsy is never discovered.  The challenge is that the 

number of cases nationwide continue to rise and since there is no cure doctors/scientist 

are working on better ways to control convulsive seizures.  He goes over the current 

medication options available to epilepsy patients and why some patients may still suffer 

a seizure while on meds.  He talks about ways we can better understand/help someone 

who may suffer a seizure in public or the workplace. 

 

Sunday, March 15, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Susan Scherer - Former Oncology nurse at Moffit Cancer Center 

and now the owner of Heavenly Hash Ice Cream. 

As a former oncology nurse at Moffit cancer center Ms. Scherer has seen what happens 

to cancer patients undergoing treatment.  That's why she started a line of CBD infused 

high protein ice cream called Heavenly Hash based in Pinellas County.  She explains 

why being able to eat while undergoing cancer treatment is so important and gives some 

examples of what happens to the human body when someone is undergoing chemo and 
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radiation. CBD products can help stimulate the appetite and can also help patients get 

the sleep they need.  She gives some helpful tips of what to look for on the label of CBD 

products to make sure we're buying a product that will help us.  She warns some of the 

products being sold at gas stations and other places don't contain the right amount of 

CBD that will benefit cancer patients.  The state of Florida will start cracking down on 

some of these fake CBD products.  Also discussed is the difference between medical 

marijuana and CBD products.  Many cancer patients are afraid of CBD products because 

they don't want to get high.  She stresses that CBD products will not get you high.  As a 

veteran, she also addresses the needs of our vet's and said she hopes the V.A. will start 

doing their own research into CBD products for veterans. 

 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Lisa Gable with F.A.R.E. (Food Allergy Research & 

Education Foundation (non-profit) 

Every three mins a food allergy sends someone to the emergency room.  Right now an 

estimated 32 million Americans suffer from some kind of food allergy.  Dr. Gable 

informs listeners about food allergies.  It is discussed what has changed in our food 

culture in the last twenty-years that may have contributed to more people coming down 

with a food allergy.  She talks about raising public awareness when it comes to food 

allergies and how some people think it's cool to mess with someone with a food allergy.  

For instance, we've seen stories about a group of kids who put peanuts in their teacher’s 

food knowing she has a food allergy.  That teacher was sent to the hospital.  Discussed 

are the dangers people with food allergies face when they go to the store and when going 

out to eat.  However, restaurants are doing a better to job to cater to people with food 

allergies.  Some places are even putting the ingredients on the menu and more chefs are 

willing to change to recipes to make sure people with food allergies enjoy their dining 

experience.  She reminds listeners that now is a tough time for people with food allergies 

due to the corona virus since more people are hitting the stores and hoarding all the 

food. 

 

Economy 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: NFL Pro Bowler and Buffalo Bills Running Back Frank Gore 

Many NFL players and fans are in Miami today for the Superbowl.  One play is back at 

his home in South Florida not to play football.  He's back kicking off his "rebuilding 
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together" project.  Rebuilding together is a nationwide movement to build and revamp 

affordable housing for low income families.  Frank Gore is at his home in South Florida 

to start the project in Florida.  He talks about the need for affordable housing in low 

income/urban areas.  Urban areas have fallen victim to decay and crime and more 

young families are being affected.  He talks about the why "rebuilding together" 

movement is now coming to Florida.  their office one Florida’s west coast is already 

operational and working with the Derik Brooks Foundation and he talks about the work 

they've already done in the Tampa Bay Area.  He will spend his time off touring different 

areas of Florida lending support of "rebuilding together" and helping to spread the word 

that there is a great need of affordable house in the entire state. 

 

Sunday, March 1, 2020- West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Michael Blitz - Managing Director of the Accenture Tech Vision 

Dept 

More and more companies are using technology and apps to do business and build a 

larger customer base.  The only problem is, once many of these companies start using 

technology, they don't update their websites or apps and often don't take full advantage 

of the technology available to them.  Mr. Blitz gives some free advice on how to better 

use technology.  He describes some of the pitfalls a lot of business leaders fall into when 

using apps and websites, why it's important to listen to customer complaints or 

suggestions they may post about the business and how to respond to those post.  Many 

Mom and Pop or small businesses are taking advantage of the technology available to 

them and with retail rent continuing to rise it's important that these companies use 

technology to build their customer base and income.  Accenture Tech is offering free 

counseling and downloads to Mom and Pop businesses in our area. 

 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dave Leduc - Chief Investment Officer with BNY Mellon. 

The stock market has started to get a little shaky due to the corona virus.  Many financial 

gurus are predicting the market will take a big hit starting this week.  Is there a way to 

protect your retirement investments?  Mr. Leduc discusses a possible market plunge and 

what we need to do. First, people with 401k's, he said need to remember that a 401k is a 

"long term" investment and if that market takes a hit you need to leave your 401k 

investment stay as is.  After the corona virus is under control your account will go back 

up.  The same thing about IRA's and Roth IRA's.  However, he said older people who 

may be nearing retirement may want to start moving some of their retirement money 
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into the bond market and he explains why municipal bonds are really the most lucrative 

for investors.  Also, how people who are retired will also be affected by a major market 

drop.  Hopefully most retired people have already moved their retirement money into 

safer funds.  If not, a fixed income annuity fund is the best way to go.  This will lock in 

and sustain people's retirement funds and give them a monthly check. 

 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: A.J. Barkley - Neighborhood Lending Executive at Bank of 

America 

With the market taking a major hit due to the coronavirus the feds have drastically 

dropped the interest rate.  Now may be a good time to apply for a home loan, refinance a 

current loan or an equity loan.  Ms. Barkley talks about why now is a good time to get a 

loan.  While many people are losing their jobs right now other people are running to 

mortgage lenders trying to get a loan at a lower rate.  There are programs and 

government grants that are available for first time home buyers.  Loans are available 

right now that do not require mortgage insurance.  Ms. Barkley gives some tips for first 

time homebuyers and the questions they should ask a lender, how to look for the best 

interest rate, how to get assistance with closing cost and how you can get into a house 

right now with no money down.  It's not just young couples currently looking into 

buying a home, many renters in the area are tired of paying high rent and they can save 

money and benefit from being a homeowner. 

 

Education 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Christina Riley – El Education Director of Curriculum Design  

Every two years 4th and 8th grade students are given a reading assessment known as 

the national assessment of educational process which is the nation’s score card on how 

well kids retain and comprehend what they're reading.  The test will be administered 

this year to students in Florida.  Ms. Riley discusses how nationwide scores have been 

bad and Florida schools are on the top of the list where improvement is needed.  She 

explains what the test entails and ways a student can possibly improve their scores.  She 

also offered teacher advice on how to help kids when it comes to reading comprehension 

and how they're working with local educators with their teacher potential project. 

Sunday, March 1, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 
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30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Dr. Ken Atwater – President of Hillsborough Community 

College 

Hillsborough community college is getting ready for the 14th annual Black and Brown 

College Bound Summit targeting Black and Latino males. Dr. Atwater talks about the 

summit and what attendees can expect this year.  Special speakers include Magic 

Johnson, Steve Harvey, Gen. Colin Powell, John Legend and Michael Strahan.  Dr. 

Atwater shares why the summit is so important to young Black and Latino males since 

their demographics are less likely to complete their college education.  Discussed is 

some of the obstacles Blacks and Latinos face with their continued education, why their 

graduation rate is lower than whites, why Black and Hispanic females often do better 

with their college education, how Black and Latino students can better prepare for 

college and why sometimes a community college is a better learning environment than a 

typical four-year school.  Dr. Atwater speaks of the inspiring messages students will get 

out of this year’s summit and some success stories of Black and Latino males who have 

graduated from college and have taken themselves to a better place in life.  

 

Public safety 

Sunday, February 16, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m. 

30:00 

Host: Jeff Slater. Guest: Rebecca Edwards – Safety and Security Expert with Safewise 

How safe is your neighborhood?  How would you find out if you live in a high crime area 

and how can you keep you and your family safe from crime??  Ms. Edwards discusses 

safety in our neighborhoods and homes.  She explains easy ways to find out about crime 

in our area.  It is no longer necessary to reach out to local law enforcement asking for 

the information as most of that information is available online.  She explains how to find 

the information we need to know about crime rates.  Social media seems to be the new 

neighborhood watch since many neighborhoods have set up Facebook pages to post 

information about possible crime activity in our neighborhood.  Ms. Edwards warns 

about posting video from ring doorbells online unless a person has been arrested and 

charged with a crime; you could be sued by that person.  It’s important to be careful 

about what is posted on social media.  For instance, it's a bad idea to post when and 

where one is going on vacation.  That gives criminals the heads up that no one may be at 

home.  While people like to brag online about high end purchases it's not a good idea to 

post pictures of those items online.  Two recent high-end jewelry thefts occurred in 

South Florida after jewelry dealers posted pictures of expensive jewelry that the dealer 

kept in their homes.  It is also important to know how to properly use outdoor 

landscaping and lighting to keep our houses safe and how we can keep ourselves from 

being a victim of a car break in. 
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Community Relations 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 – West Coast Forum 6:00 a.m.  

30:00 

Host: Jeff slater. Guest: Jeff Weber – Sarasota Parks, Rec and Natural Resources 

This weekend is the annual Sarasota county fire fest provided by the Sarasota fire dept. 

and Sarasota parks and rec.  Fire Fest is an annual event to get everyone ready for our 

fire season that normally starts at the beginning of February.  Mr. Weber talks about the 

annual event and the involvement with the Sarasota county fire dept.  Fire rescue will 

give demonstrations of a prescribed or controlled burn and why it's important they're 

done in areas prone to wildfires.  They'll also have other information and 

demonstrations regarding fire safety in general.  They'll also have events all day for 

families and kids and Mr. weber with parks and rec. will host several nature trails walks 

to show them the foliage and animals that will be protected if we are able to stop the 

spread of wildfires. 


