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TWIB Show #1215 "All Star Preview"  
 
Act One "American League All Star Roster": TWIB provided detailed information 
about the American League starters for the MLB All-Star Game in Phoenix's Chase 
Field, as selected by the fans. The AL starters are catcher Alex Avila of the Tigers, 1B 
Adrian Gonzalez of the Red Sox, then three NY Yankees infielders: Robinson Cano at 
second base, Alex Rodriguez at third base and shortstop Derek Jeter. The outfielders 
are Jose Bautista of the Blue Jays, Josh Hamilton of the Rangers and Curtis 
Granderson of the Yankees. The DH is David "Big Papi" Ortiz of the Red Sox. 
Educational theme: Aficionados are enthusiastic devotees to a sport, team and/ or 
player. Sports fans particularly have fun watching baseball. Fan involvement in the 
selection process enhances their role in the game of baseball. 
Educational theme: Recognition is earned through superior performance, regardless of 
age or longevity. The acknowledgement is meant to show appreciation by public 
awareness. 
Educational theme:  Honors and recognition are symbolic of athletic achievement and 
character that are regarded as something special. It is both humbling and satisfying to 
know that fans really respect one's accomplishments and how it was done. 
Educational theme:  Fans and communities often establish passion for teams and 
individual athletes. There is an importance for spectator support. Cheering raises the 
emotions of athletes that lead to enhanced performance. 
 
Act Two - "National League All Star Roster":  TWIB provided the same information 
for the National League starters for the MLB All-Star Game in Phoenix's Chase Field, as 
selected by the fans. The Brewers have first baseman Prince Fielder, second baseman 
Rickie Weeks and outfielder Ryan Braun. Brian McCann of the Braves is the catcher. 
The Phillies Placido Polanco is the third baseman. Jose Reyes of the Mets is at 
shortstop. Lance Berkman of the Cardinals and Matt Kemp of the Dodgers complete the 
outfield.  
               Paul Konerko was asked the TWIBIA question. Which player in American 
League history had the most home runs in the season's first half.  Reggie Jackson, 
a.k.a. "Mr. October" hit 37 home runs in the first half of the 1969 season.   
              Winning Road Trips celebrates the teams and players that know how to win 
away from home. Seattle Mariners rookie Michael Pineda earned the victory over 
Oakland. The very next night King Felix pitched another gem to beat the Athletics.              
Educational theme: Voting in an election is exciting. The elective system offers a 
bewildering freedom of choice. Hopefully students will learn the importance of the 
process and participate as adults in governmental elections. 
Educational theme: Recognition of one's talent is an important psychological need of 
all human beings. To attain self-actualization one must attain esteem to have self-
respect and to achieve goals. 
Educational theme: Paying honor to the past is necessary for seeing the future. 
History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of achievement and 



evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max":  TWIB returned to the high-tech, interactive, hardball haven 
called "The MLB Man Cave." Mike O'Hara and Ryan Wagner have watched more than 
1000 games. In addition, more than 70 celebrities and MLB players have visited the 
cave. The two intrepid baseball fans were focusing on going to the All-Star Game, so 
they turned the cave over to John Axford of the Milwaukee Brewers. John selected his 
own All-Star Mustache Team. 
 The team included mustachioed players who made 79 appearances in MLB All-
Star Games. The 'staches were described as fantastic, incredible, great and awesome. 
Perhaps, John's favorite mustache belonged to relief pitcher Rollie Fingers' who 
features the classic handle bar style.      
     Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month, which honors the league's top rookies 
throughout the season. This year's crop of rookies is so good there are actually three 
winners for the month of June. The two American League honorees are Oakland 
Athletics' speed demon Jemile Weeks and Minnesota Twins' outfielder Ben Revere. The 
lone NL rookie winner is the Atlanta Braves closer Craig Kimbrel, who tied a record for 
the most saves by a rookie before the All-Star break. 
Educational theme: Planning for a trip to the All-Star Game is harder than it looks. The 
plan includes ground and air transportation, lodging, meals, local ground transportation, 
tickets for all the events, and the plan for the return trip. Parents could include children 
in the planning as a learning experience.  
Educational theme: Facial hair in males normally appears in a specific order during 
puberty and demonstrates maleness. The moustache bucks the trend in our youth-
deifying society, and is a symbol of sexual maturity. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos":  To play baseball one must execute the fundamentals 
of the game. The best way to turn the pivot on a double play was the topic for MLB 
expert Harold Reynolds. Harold showed video of All-Star second baseman Justin 
Pedroia and Robinson Cano turning double plays. Dustin's style is classic, while Cano is 
smoother and cooler; nevertheless, both are effective. 
               Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort. Ever since the first MLB All-Star Game in 1933, baseball's best have 
delivered with unforgettable midsummer classic moments: Ted Williams hitting the 
game winning walk-off home run; Reggie Jackson's hard hit blast in Tiger Stadium; Pete 
Rose barreling over Ray Fosse at home plate to score. Fans have cast votes to 
determine which moment was the best of all time. It has come down to either the solo 
home run by St. Louis Cardinal slugger Stan Musial on the first pitch in the bottom 
frame of the 12th inning ended this marathon; or Cal Ripken's magical home run in his 
final summer classic, along the way to his second All-Star MVP and AL victory. Fans 



are asked to cast their ballot as to which one is the greatest moment in All-Star Game 
history. 
 Big League Blast takes us to Milwaukee where the Brewers' Shaun Marcum 
became the first pitcher in more than a year to hit a grand slam. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: Moments to remember are informal ways to evaluate 
performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of history collected, written, and 
preserved for future generations. Remembering accomplishments gives fans a greater 
appreciation of winning and championship achievements. 
Educational theme: Excitement and drama are components of competitive athletics. It 
enhances the fun and interest for both players and fans in the game of baseball. 
Educational theme: Citing landmark events in a career are informal ways to evaluate 
performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of athletic history collected, 
written and preserved for future generations. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": Some of the best plays of the week were presented to 
the song "Vocal Chords" by Dale Earnhardt, Jr. This is classic big league baseball with 
outfielders diving, crashing into fences, leaping to rob hitters of home runs and making 
terrific throws to throw out runners. Infielders made alert grabs of ricocheted ground 
balls, bare handed plays, and diving stops. A few home runs were shown. A temper 
tantrum and the destruction of a water cooler, then a "repaired" cooler was shown. 
Finally a most unusual game-winning walk-off balk was featured. 
Educational theme: Sportsmanship is the practice of behaving with fairness, courtesy, 
and the attitude of a gracious winner or cheerful loser. One's desire for good 
sportsmanship must be equal to one's desire to win. 
Educational theme: These are particularly good examples of the skills and effort 
necessary to play baseball at the elite level of competition. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


