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TWIB Show #1216 "Best of the 1st Half"  
 
Act One "Surprise First Half Teams": TWIB took a look at teams that finished the first 
half of the 2011 season with many more wins than were expected of them.  After 
consecutive last place finishes in the NL West, the Arizona Diamondbacks are just a 
game back of the division-leading world champion San Francisco Giants. They are led 
by manager Kirk Gibson and a coaching staff that played in 16 All-Star Games between 
them.  The Cleveland Indians are coming off a pair of seasons in which they lost 90 
games. At the midway point of the 2011 season the Indians are a half game back in the 
AL Central. They have accomplished this with tremendous pitching, an acrobatic all-star 
shortstop in Asdrubal Cabrera, and offense from veteran Grady Sizemore and slugger 
Travis Hafner.  But perhaps the best story is the Pittsburgh Pirates, who have gone 
almost two decades without a winning record. Guided by manager Clint Hurdle, the 
Pirates are just one game out of first place and four games over .500. They have a 
foundation of good young pitching, especially their very capable starting staff.  Surprise 
has turned into optimistic belief at PNC Park. All-Star outfielder Andrew McCutchen 
explained that the enthusiastic atmosphere makes it easier to play the game.  
Educational theme: Leadership by example is based on a spiritual quality; the power 
to inspire others to follow. Learners learn from each other. 
Educational theme:  Putting together a team is a process that only takes a few good 
men. Every revolution began with small groups of people.  
Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion for teams and 
individual athletes. There is an importance for spectator support. Cheering raises the 
emotions of athletes that lead to enhanced performance. 
 
Act Two - "Individual First Half Gems": The first half has given the fans some 
amazing performances by some very talented players. The Tigers' Justin Verlander 
leads the AL with 147 strikeouts at the break and he threw his second career no-hitter. 
The Twins' electrifying pitcher Francisco Liriano has struggled at times, but he no-hit the 
Chicago White Sox. Toronto's Jose Bautista, the Blue Jays' clubhouse leader, leads the 
Majors with 31 homers while batting .330.  Jose Reyes is the New York Mets' energy 
package, leading the NL with 124 hits and closing out the first half second in stolen 
bases. As the midpoint grew closer, all baseball fans were watching New York Yankee 
Derek Jeter as he hit a home run to become the first Yankee to get 3000 hits in his 
career. Derek has achieved another milestone in his Hall of Fame career. 
        Chris Getz was asked the TWIBIA question. Who is the only other Tiger pitcher to 
throw more than one no-hitter. The answer is Virgil Trucks, who threw two no-hitters in 
1952. 
       Winning Road Trips celebrates the teams and players that know how to win away 
from home. The Pirates' Kevin Correia was a monster on the road throughout the first 
half of the season. Kevin was 9-2 with a 2.71 ERA away from home. He is one of only 
five Pirate pitchers to have 11 wins before the All-Star break in the last 50 years.  
Educational theme: Recalling landmark events in a career are informal ways to 



evaluate performance, activity and achievement. It is an account of athletic history 
collected, written and preserved for future generations. 
Educational theme: The glory and romance of sport are preserved in the chronicles of 
landmark performances, because history is written by the victors. Documenting 
important events in a career create the history of the present -- for if you lose sight of 
the past, you will lose sight of the future. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 
Educational theme: If you are going to be a champion, you must be willing to pay a 
greater price than your opponent. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max":  Once again from the high-tech, interactive, hardball haven 
called "The MLB Man Cave," TWIB and the two intrepid baseball fans continued to 
answer the question - what would it be like to watch every inning of every MLB game for 
the entire season of 2011? Since the two super fans were at the MLB All-Star Game, 
TWIB looked back at some favorite moments from the first half of the season. A 
collection of playful snippets featuring many former and current MLB stars was 
reviewed. This is an excellent example of humor.      
        Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month, which honors the league's top rookies 
throughout the season. Mark Trumbo leads all MLB rookies in home runs with 17. Mark 
has the most home runs by an Angel's rookie since Tim Salmon, who was Rookie of the 
Year in 1993. 
Educational theme: Humor is a method of bonding -- i.e., the formation of special 
relationships that are deep and lasting. This is a challenge for every team, player and 
fan. This is a particularly good example of positive use of humor to establish 
relationships. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
 
Act Four - "Diamond Demos":  To play baseball one must execute the fundamentals 
of the game.  MLB expert Al Leiter explained the difference between a slider and a 
curve. The slider is a fast breaking ball that is a fast ball that cuts. To throw the slider 
effectively one should use middle finger pressure with your hand behind the baseball 
while throwing the ball down. The key to the curve ball is a twelve to six rotation with a 
sharp bite. The curve ball is an off speed pitch. 
       Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort. TWIB looked at past first half of the season performances that were 
unforgettable feats. In 2010, Colorado Rockies pitcher Ubaldo Jimenez dominated the 
first half and threw a no-hitter. Another brilliant performance was the total domination of 
the American League by the sensational Pedro Martinez in 1999. The Rangers' Josh 
Hamilton had 95 RBIs by the break in 2008. Oakland Athletics' slugger Reggie Jackson 
set a record with the most first half home runs when he blasted 37 in 1969. But 70 years 
ago a pair of legends Joe DiMaggio and Ted Williams created one of the most 
memorable first halves of a season. Joe broke Wee Willie Keeler of the Baltimore 



Orioles record of 44 straight games with a hit in the first half, then continued on to set 
the MLB mark of 56 straight games with a hit. Over the first half of 1941 Ted Williams 
had a .405 batting average and a slugging percentage of .520. The Splendid Splinter 
improved to finish the season with a .406 batting average. Ted's number one principle of 
hitting was to simply hit the ball hard.    
        Big League Blast takes us to to Phoenix and the MLB All-Star Game. The NL's 
Prince Fielder was named MVP after he hit a three run home run over the 413' marker.  
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme: You can't make a great play in the game unless you do it first in 
practice. 
Educational theme:  History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of 
achievement and evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest for both 
players and fans. 
Educational theme: Performing under pressure requires practicing under pressure. 
The sport psychology of clutch performers involves ambition, determination, 
emotionality, mental toughness and self-confidence. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The best moments of the season's first half were 
presented to the song "Let's Go" by Cartel. This was a demonstration of spectacular 
defensive infield plays. There were creative throws, including "behind the back," leaping 
throws, and out of the glove flips. Both outfielders and infielders made awesome diving, 
crashing in to the wall, dives in to the bleachers, and acrobatic catches of line drives 
and fly balls. Cleveland Indians made an unorthodox 3-4-6 triple play. Justin Verlander's 
no-hitter was noted. Several game-winning walk-off home runs were shown. The 
segment concluded with celebrating Derek Jeter's 3000th base hit.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Educational theme: Baseball is considered to be the most difficult sport to master. It 
takes great skill and ability to play the game successfully. This was a particularly 
outstanding example of the maximum effort and great skill needed to play baseball. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


