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Act One "Sergio": The journey of Sergio Santos to the majors, from an infielder 
converted to one of the most un-hittable closing pitchers in baseball, is very interesting. 
The Diamondbacks drafted him as a shortstop in 2002. He was traded to Toronto and 
bounced around the minor leagues until he was obtained by the White Sox in 2009. 
Chicago saw potential in Sergio's arm strength and had the vision to change him to a 
pitcher. They literally had to teach him all the instinctive things pitchers know. Such 
conversions are uncommon, but in the spring of 2010 Sergio was told that he had made 
The Club. Full of joy, Sergio phoned his parents to share his happiness with them. His 
parents had sacrificed much in order for his dream to come true. With 25 saves already 
this year, Santos is the closer for a team hoping to clinch the AL Central Division crown. 
Even with the huge responsibility Chicago has given him, he continues to improve. 
Santos is the key to the turnaround for the White Sox, because of his positive approach 
and confidence.   
Educational theme: This is a rare conversion from position player to a pitcher.  Change 
in circumstance leads to the opportunity to be creative. It is the opportunity to begin 
again, more intelligently. 
Educational theme:   Baseball pedagogy provides an efficient method to provide 
learners with the components of biomechanics and techniques of motor learning. 
Properly planned instruction is the most effective way to learn and improve. 
Educational theme:  Family and friends are the root of one's stability. Families are to 
teach, provide and protect their members. The journey to greatness is embraced and 
taught by the family. Sharing one's time with family is an act of love. 
Educational theme:  Performing under pressure requires practicing under pressure. 
The sport psychology of clutch performers involves ambition, determination, 
emotionality, mental toughness and self-confidence. Confidence comes from being 
prepared. 
 
Act Two - "Frank Thomas in Bronze": The Chicago White Sox recognized one of their 
greatest players -- Frank Thomas. He is widely considered the best hitter ever to wear 
the White Sox uniform.  Because of his clutch hitting, strength and power he is one of 
the all-time greats. "The Big Hurt" was a two-time MVP and is the franchise leader in 
more than a dozen offensive categories - including on-base percentage, slugging 
percentage, runs scored, home runs and RBIs. This year Frank became the eighth 
White Sox legend immortalized in bronze. The sculptors were amazed by Frank's large 
body. The Big Bronze sculpture weighs 400 pounds. The installation process was 
observed by TWIB. It is located near the site of the longest home run that Frank ever 
hit. Thomas was both awed by and proud of the sculptures masterpiece. 
        The Chicago White Sox Sergio Santos was asked the TWIBIA question. Which 
White Sox pitcher has the longest scoreless inning streak to start a season in White Sox 
history? The answer is Dustin Hermanson, who in 2005 began the campaign with 21 
straight scoreless innings. 



       Winning Road Trips celebrates the teams and players that know how to win away 
from home. Jason Isringhausen began his 16-year career on the road with the Mets. 
This week, while on the road with the Mets, Jason reached a milestone of 300 career 
saves. 
Educational theme:  In athletics, iconic players and performances are recognized as 
enduring symbols of achievement. They are respected and held in high esteem by 
aficionados. This respect is earned by achievement, accomplishment and approach. 
Educational theme:  Honors and recognition are symbolic of athletic achievement and 
character that are regarded as something special. It is both humbling and satisfying to 
know that fans really respect one's accomplishments and how it was done. 
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, 
it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and 
players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball.                       
Educational theme:  Documenting milestone achievements is the history of the 
present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight of the future. This is the glory 
and romance preserved in chronicles. 
 
Act Three - "Pepsi Max":  Once again from the high-tech, interactive, hardball haven 
called "The MLB Man Cave," TWIB and the two intrepid baseball fans have watched 
every MLB game this year.  Currently, they have watched more than 1800 and counting. 
In addition more than 100 celebrities and big league players have visited the cave, 
including Miss USA. 
        The intrepid cave men talked about the Field of Dream Campaign. This week the 
topic was third basemen.  The candidates included the best defensive third baseman in 
MLB history, Brooks Robinson of the Baltimore Orioles, the power hitting slugger of the 
Philadelphia Phillies, Mike Schmidt, and the great hitter of the Boston Red Sox, Wade 
Boggs. Fans are asked to vote for their pick. 
        The Cave played host to the LMFAO who provided entertainment by singing and 
dancing.        
        Gillette presented The Rookie of the Month, which honors the league's top rookies 
throughout the season. Third baseman Brett Lawrie has been a slugging sensation 
during his first couple of weeks with the Toronto Blue Jays. The native Canadian hit a 
grand slam to reinforce that he is a special young man. 
Educational theme: The right to vote is a civic responsibility. The elective process is 
the democratic way to select leaders and to recognize celebrities. Teachers and 
coaches can use the MLB selective process to discuss the significance and importance 
of voting. Hopefully, active participation will carry over into adulthood.  
Educational theme:  Deciding on who is the best player of all time at a particular 
position is like trying to decide who the best soldier was in each of America's wars; 
however, the exchange of opinions enhances the fun and interest for both players and 
fans in the game of baseball. 
Educational theme: Rookies are first year players who are inexperienced at the Major 
League level of play.  Recognition of one's talent is an important psychological need of 
all human beings. To attain self-actualization one must attain esteem to have self-
respect and to achieve goals. 
 



Act Four - "Diamond Demos":  To play baseball one must execute the fundamentals 
of the game. MLB Network’s Greg Amsinger interviewed Eric Byres, who both explained 
and demonstrated how to dive for a fly ball. Byres said that there comes a point where 
you must decide to leave your feet. His decision was always that he would always dive 
to make the catch. 
        Going All Out is a segment that honors special players who continually show 
maximum effort. Jim Thome has been loved everywhere he has played - Cleveland, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Toronto, Los Angeles and Minneapolis. Thome became just the 
eighth player in MLB history to hit 600 home runs. It seemed natural that Jim would 
eventually reach the 600 mark because he has long been one of the game's most 
productive and respected players. 
        State Farm State of the Game spotlights players and teams that have reached a 
better state. In 2010 Casey Kotchman struggled at the plate with a .217 batting average. 
This season Casey is among the AL's leading hitters with a batting average better than 
.330. This is a great comeback story. 
Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 
Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by 
watching and mimicking athletic performance.  
Educational theme:  Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in 
history. An athletic accomplishment with historical significance is one that is marked for 
preservation by aficionados, players and national governing bodies of sport. 
Educational theme: Respect yourself and others will respect you. It is a feeling of deep 
admiration for someone or something elicited by their abilities, qualities, or 
achievements. 
Educational theme: Perseverance isn't just the willingness to work hard. It is that, plus 
the willingness to be stubborn about your belief in yourself. 
 
Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented to the song, Party 
Rock Anthem" by LMFAO. The segment once again featured some of the terrific and 
amazing defensive plays made by diving and leaping infielders, outfielders and 
catchers. A few defensive errors and miscues were also shown. Two triple plays were 
highlighted, especially the extremely rare 4-6-3-2 executed by the Milwaukee Brewers. 
The strikeout pitching of Tim Lincecum and Roy Halladay were noted. Jim Thome's 
600th home run was recalled. The act ended by showing several walk-off home runs 
and game winning base hits. 
Educational theme: In baseball, a triple play is the rare act of making three outs during 
the same continuous play. The triple play might be the most exciting and unexpected 
play in baseball. 
Educational theme: Dealing with failure is an important lesson learned when playing 
baseball. Failure is just an indicator of a small adjustment that needs to change. 
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and 
rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play 
enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required 
effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


