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Gogebic  Taconite in the 
news News 4/1/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Last month Gogebic 

Taconite announced it was 

closing its mining operations 

in northern Wisconsin.  

Opponents welcomed the 

news and the Sierra Club is 

taking it a step further, 

looking to repeal laws that 

relaxed the permitting 

process before, in their 

words, another fly-by-night 

mining company shows up.    

Since 2013, Laurie Schlitt has 

been the interim CEO of the 

YMCA of the Northwoods, 

today she has the position 

full time.  The board of the Y 

announced the news last 

night.  Schlitt, of Conover, 

took over the struggling 

organization and helped 



create a vision of a stronger 

community with a strategic 

plan to ensure the Y 

became a community 

center for years to come, 

drawing from the help of 

local organizations and 

businesses.  In a statement 

the board said Schlitt will 

continue to focus on 

establishing an endowment 

fund, concentrate on 

collaborations and 

continue to serve 

community needs. 

A state lawmaker wants to 

tweak the ability of the DNR 

to ban deer feeding in 

areas that have positive 

tests for Chronic Wasting 

Disease.  The bill from state 

Representative Adam 

Jarchow (R-Balsam Lake) 

would allow counties with 

CWD to resume feeding the 

animals after three years if 

no new cases turn up.  In 

2011 a CWD infected deer 



was found in near Shell 

Lake in Washburn County. 

Since then, a feeding ban 

has been in place there 

and in neighboring Barron, 

Burnett and Polk Counties. 

Testing in subsequent years 

has not found any other 

infected animals.  

Statewide, deer feeding 

and baiting bans are in 

place in 35 Wisconsin 

counties.  

 

 Voting day six days away 
 News 4/1/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin is now the 29th 

state where police will take 

D-N-A samples from those 

arrested but not yet 

convicted of certain crimes. 

 Thousands more samples 

will be added to the state 

Justice Department's D-N-A 

database, which local law 

enforcement uses to help 

solve past-and-present 

crimes.  For the first time, 

samples will be taken from 

felony suspects who are not 

convicted -- plus those 



found guilty of all 

misdemeanors.  Attorney 

General Brad Schimel said 

the expanded database 

will help solve serious 

crimes, while eliminating 

innocent people from more 

investigations. 

Election Day is six days 

away -- but one of the main 

candidates already has her 

ballot in the box.  State 

Supreme Court Justice Ann 

Walsh Bradley voted 

absentee yesterday in the 

town of Maine northeast of 

Wausau.  Bradley, a former 

Marathon County circuit 

judge, is running for her third 

10-year term on the state's 

highest court.  She's 

challenged by Rock County 

Circuit Judge James Daley. 

A special sales tax used to 

renovate the home of the 

Packers will expire in 

September, six years earlier 

than planned.  The Green 

Bay-Brown County stadium 



district board told state 

officials it has paid off the 

bonds for the 295-million 

dollar renovation of 

Lambeau Field.  It added 

features like the atrium, 

larger concourses, and a 

new home for the Packers' 

Hall-of-Fame. Former 

Packers' president Bob 

Harlan went door-to-door 

to encourage Brown 

County voters to approve a 

half-cent sales tax -- and 

they did.  The tax began in 

2000, and has generated 

around 20-million dollars a 

year.  The Packers' lease at 

Lambeau expires in 2031.   
 

  
Nicolet College has a new 
president News 4/2/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Officials in Portage County 

are looking into the death 

of a 92-year old, calling it 

suspicious.  A news release 

late yesterday stated the 

department got a 911 call 

from a man at a home on 

the 8700 block of Hwy 

double B in the town of 

Almond, reporting the 



body.  An autopsy is 

scheduled for today and no 

other information is 

available.   

Last November, 

Rhinelander’s city council 

approved a resolution to 

impose a premier resort 

area tax.  The referendum 

question appears on the 

ballot next Tuesday and is 

the first step to add the half 

percent tax to tourism-

related businesses.  The 

funds collected go to 

transportation needs in the 

city, facing a nearly half-

million dollar deficit in road 

maintenance alone.   

Nicolet College has a new 

president.  Richard Nelson, 

currently serving as provost 

at Paul Smith College in 

New York, begins the job 

July first.  He’s been in the 

upstate, private school for 

nine years and holds a 

Ph.D. and Master of 

Science from Cornell.  In 



making the announcement 

yesterday, the Nicolet 

Board said they were 

impressed with Dr. Nelson’s 

ability to collaborate with 

faculty and staff, recognize 

talent and foster their 

development.  He replaces 

Elizabeth Burmaster who left 

last June.   

The DNR’s spring wildlife 

and fisheries rules hearings 

are set for April 13th.  All 72 

Wisconsin counties will 

review 112 questions 

covering a wide array of 

proposed rules changes for 

hunting, fishing and 

trapping as well as advisory 

questions from the Natural 

Resources Board and 

Wisconsin Conservation 

Congress.  The spring rules 

questionnaire is available 

on the DNR website. 
 

  
Wildfire risks have greatly 
increased around the state News  4/2/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Warm and windy 

conditions have greatly 

increased the risk for 

wildfires in Wisconsin.  At this 



time yesterday, only eight 

west central counties had 

high fire dangers.  This 

morning, the vast majority 

of the state has high-to-

very-high wildfire risks.  Only 

the southeast quarter of the 

state has moderate fire 

dangers, along with the 

Northwoods in the 

Rhinelander and Eagle 

River areas.  The National 

Weather Service says 

wildfire conditions will get 

worse today. 

A 22-year-old man was 

killed early yesterday in a 

house fire on the Bad River 

Indian reservation near 

Ashland.  Parker Bates of 

Odanah was pronounced 

dead at the scene, soon 

after rescuers pulled him 

from his father's house. 

Homeowner Joe Bates told 

a 9-1-1 dispatcher he 

couldn't get his son out of 

his burning house.   

An ice fisherman had to be 



rescued yesterday, after he 

fell into Washington Lake 

near Shawano.  Sheriff's 

officials said the man was 

fishing for most of the day 

before he fell through the 

ice late in the afternoon. 

 Area residents helped 

rescue the man.  Deputies 

joined Shawano County 

rescue divers and an 

ambulance at the site.  The 

man was in the water for 

about a half-hour, but he 

refused medical treatment. 

 Chief Deputy John Gutho 

called it an expensive 

response, given the warm 

conditions.  He says if there's 

any ice left, people should 

assume it's not safe and not 

step foot on it any longer. 

 Gutho says it's not worth it 

for anglers to put 

themselves and rescuers at 

risk for a fish-or-two. 
 

 Langlade co. sherriff’s 
looking for info in a theft.   
  News 4/3/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 It appears the petition drive 

to dissolve downtown 

Rhinelander’s Business 



Improvement District is 

successful.  Initial findings by 

the city show just over half 

the businesses signed onto 

the measure which is all 

that’s required.  The funds, 

paid by business owners 

within the BID, also make up 

half the budget of 

Downtown Rhinelander, 

Incorporated, and while this 

year’s projects are set, what 

the future holds remains to 

be seen.   

The Langlade County 

Sheriff’s department is 

looking for information 

linked to the theft of several 

guns late last month.  Rifles 

and several shotguns were 

reported stolen along with 

ammunition including .50 

caliber armor piercing 

incendiary rounds.  Tips can 

be called into the 

department of Langlade 

County Crime Stoppers.   

The extradition hearing for 

Ashlee Martinson has been 



delayed.  The 17 year old is 

accused of murdering her 

parents last month in the 

Oneida County town of 

Piehl. The original April 8th 

date has been pushed 

back to the 16th  in the effort 

to bring the teen back to 

Wisconsin for trial.  She’s still 

in jail in Indiana.   

Democrats in the Wisconsin 

legislature say there's strong 

public support for leaving 

the state's SeniorCare 

program untouched. 

Republicans have already 

backed away from a state 

budget proposal to force 

SeniorCare enrollees to get 

most of their medications 

through Medicare Part D, 

but Democrats are warning 

that changes are still 

possible to the popular 

prescription drug program. 

Those changes could 

include increasing 

premiums or cutting off new 

enrollments.  About 85,000 



Wisconsin residents are 

currently enrolled in 

SeniorCare. 
 

  
Drug bust in Wausau News 4/3/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Seven people could make 

their first court 

appearances today, after a 

drug bust in Wausau ended 

with a high-speed chase 

and a car crash.  Marathon 

County sheriff's officials 

confiscated large amounts 

of meth-amphetamines, 

synthetic marijuana, and 

heroin.  Investigators were 

keeping watch on the 

house for several weeks, as 

part of a probe that lasted 

for about two months. 

A red flag alert expired in 

Douglas and Bayfield 

counties, where an extreme 

risk for wildfires diminished 

overnight.  All open burning 

was prohibited, after winds 

in the region hit 40-miles-an-

hour -- and low humidities 

created ripe conditions for 

fires getting out of control. 

Douglas and Bayfield 



counties still have very high 

fire dangers -- and only 

eight Wisconsin counties do 

not have fire risks which are 

high-or-very-high.  The 

Milwaukee and Rhinelander 

areas have only moderate 

wildfire dangers.  Winds 

remained strong in a 

number of places as of five 

this morning.  Gusts at Eagle 

River and Merrill got up to 

23-miles-an-hour.  But that's 

not much, compared to the 

45-mile-an-hour winds that 

Rhinelander and 

Manitowish Waters had 

early last night, knocking 

out power in spots for a 

short time. 

A Fox News poll has a new 

leader in the Republican 

presidential field -- 

Governor Scott Walker.  He 

has the support of 15-

percent of those who 

identified themselves as G-

O-P primary-or-caucus 

voters.  Ex-Florida Governor 



Jeb Bush is second at 12-

percent.  Hillary Clinton, the 

Democratic front-runner 

has a huge 61 to 12 

percent lead over VP Joe 

Biden, despite the 

controversy over her use of 

personal e-mail accounts 

for business purposes as a 

former secretary-of-state.  
 

  
Wet heavy snow hits the 
area News 4/6/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 More than five inches of 

wet, heavy snow opened 

this Monday morning, 

clogging roads, snapping 

tree branches and 

dropping power in some 

locations.  A few thousand 

WPS customers were 

without power, most in the 

Pickerel area in northeast 

Langlade County.  

Secondary roads are snow 

covered and slippery while 

the main highways have 

had plows running and are 

in fair shape for the morning 

commute. 

When Kwik Trip announced 

it was coming to 



Rhinelander a year ago 

they had their first location 

on the city’s east side but 

said at least two more 

locations were likely.  The 

company’s made an offer 

on two parcels, one on the 

land now occupied by 

Concrete Products on north 

Stevens Street, the other 

where the Oneida County 

Highway Department sits.  

The first location deals with 

private property but the 

second is now tied up in 

committee with members 

seeking more time to 

consider their offer.  The 

Board is looking at several 

different scenarios, all of 

which won’t nearly be 

covered by the offered 

purchase price of over 2-

million dollars.  They also 

had a deadline to respond 

to the offer by next month, 

but board members have 

asked for an extension. 

And in sports, for the first 



time in 74 years the 

Wisconsin Badgers are in 

the finals of the NCAA 

Men’s Basketball 

Tournament.  They spoiled 

Kentucky’s perfect season 

with a 71-64 win on 

Saturday.  The Badgers are 

an early one point favorite, 

taking on Duke tonight, a 

strong team that beat them 

by 10 back in December.   
 

  
Fatality in Tomahawk News 4/6/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A single vehicle in 

Tomahawk early yesterday 

claimed two lives.  

Tomahawk police reported 

the crash around 1:30 on 

Hwy 86 near Henry Street.  

The vehicle was engulfed in 

flames when authorities 

arrived.  Despite being 

identified on social media, 

names have not been 

released pending 

notification of relatives.  

Cause of the accident 

remain under investigation.   

Meanwhile the snowy 

conditions contributed to 



several mishaps on the road 

this morning, including a 

school bus that slid into the 

ditch just east of 

Rhinelander.  No injuries 

were reported.   

With forecasts initially 

calling for 3-5 of 

accumulation, Northcentral 

Wisconsin doubled those 

numbers early with wet, 

heavy snow.  Rhinelander 

totaled over 8-inches while 

the northeast corner of the 

county picked up nearly a 

foot.  Seasonal 

temperatures will have a 

rain/snow mix in the 

forecast for the next 24-

hours or so.   

Wisconsin’s state election 

board expects only a 20% 

voter turnout for tomorrow’s 

elections.  Several Northern 

and Central Wisconsin 

communities have 

important local races and 

referenda, added to a 

couple state issues.  More 



than 10,000 candidates are 

on the ballot across the 

state. 

Madison police say they 

have a plan in place, no 

matter how tonight’s 

national championship 

game with the Badgers 

goes against Duke.  

Thousands of fans filled the 

streets Saturday after the 

71-64 upset win over 

Kentucky.  Moments after 

the victory was sealed, the 

streets were flooded with 

people celebrating.  There 

were no arrests, reports of 

any property damage or 

significant incidents.  One 

accidental minor injury was 

reported.  That contrasts 

with more than 30 people 

arrested in Lexington, the 

home of the University of 

Kentucky.  
 

  
Car crash victims identified News  4/7/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The two people killed in a 

one vehicle crash in 

Tomahawk early Sunday 

have been identified as 58-



year old Mark and 57-year 

old Lani Nelson of Merrill.  

Their pickup was engulfed 

in flames when authorities 

arrived about 1:30, having 

left the road and striking a 

tree.  The cause is still under 

investigation. 

Burning refuse triggered a 

fire that damaged a mobile 

home near Merrill yesterday 

morning.  Firefighters were 

dispatched north of the city 

on Hwy K shortly after nine 

when the out of control fire, 

started with gasoline, 

spread to the unoccupied 

home.   

The typical turnout isn’t high 

for a spring election, but 

several high profile 

referendums are expected 

to boost poll numbers.  In 

White Lake some say it’s a 

do or die measure to keep 

their school open in asking 

for the third time to 

approve $250,000 a year for 

three years to maintain 



existing programs which 

have already been cut 

dramatically.  In Wausau 

there are three questions, 

one to make the mayor’s 

position part time and hire 

a city administrator, 

another setting a fee for 

stormwater management 

and a third establishing a 

fee for garbage collection 

and recycling.  The last two 

would cut the costs to 

taxpayers.  And in 

Rhinelander, it’s an advisory 

referendum to adopt a 

Premier Resort Area Tax to 

aid in fixing city streets, 

meant to take the burden 

off local taxpayers by 

adding a half percent tax 

to tourism related 

businesses.  There’s also a 

statewide question on how 

the chief justice of the 

supreme court is chosen. 
 

  
Advocates call for funding for 
state program  News  4/7/15 1230,530p 1:30 

 Advocates call for the federal 
government to continue 
funding for the Children’s 



Health Insurance Program, 
called CHIP.  Madison State 
Representative Melissa 
Sargent says kids on the 
program would continue to be 
covered under Wisconsin law, 
even if that bill dies in the U-S 
Senate.  That would cost 
Wisconsin taxpayers almost 
85 million dollars.  Sargent 
and a fellow Democrat, 
Congressman Mark Pocan of 
Madison, are calling on the 
state’s two U-S Senators to 
support passage of the bill.  It 
already made it through the 
House of Representatives.  
Republican Governor Scott 
Walker and his health 
secretary also support 
passage.  The U-S Senate is 
expected to vote later this 
month. 
Nine schools in the University 
of Wisconsin System say they 
will ask the Board of Regents 
for permission to raise tuition 
rates dramatically for graduate 
and non-resident students.  
They want to do that in an 
effort to cover major 



reductions in state funding 
Governor Scott Walker has 
proposed in his budget.  The 
schools are in Madison and 
eight satellite locations.  The 
main campus in Madison has 
developed a plan raising non-
resident undergraduate tuition 
by 10-thousand dollars over 
the next four years.  
International students would 
pay 11-thousand dollars more 
over the same period of time.  
Campuses in La Crosse, 
Milwaukee, Parkside, 
Platteville, River Falls, 
Stevens Point, Stout and 
Whitewater would increase 
tuition by several hundred 
dollars starting next year.  The 
regents’ finance committee 
could vote on the increases at 
a Thursday meeting and 
approval could be given by the 
next day. 
 

  
State supreme court judge 
wins reelection  
 News 4/8/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 State Supreme Court 

Justice Ann Walsh Bradley 

won re-election yesterday 

to a third ten-year term on 

the bench. Speaking to 



supporters she declared her 

victory a sign that voters 

want to keep partisan 

special interest groups from 

influencing the high court.  

That only went so far as 

voters also endorsed a 

constitutional amendment 

that will change how the 

chief justice of the state 

Supreme Court is picked in 

the future.  The amendment 

will have the chief justice 

selected by members of 

the high court, replacing 

the current system in which 

the most senior member of 

the seven judge panel fills 

the role.   

A number of referendums 

brought voters out with the 

advisory question about 

adopting a Premier Resort 

Area Tax in Rhinelander 

winning by a two-to-one 

margin.  School 

referendums in Laona, 

Phelps, Rib Lake and White 

Lake all passed.   



Five questions faced 

Wausau voters with one of 

school district proposals 

passing.  Some $30-million 

was approved for building 

improvements, several new 

pre-K academies and the 

closing of an elementary 

school.   A measure to 

spend $2-million a year for 

five years on technology 

improvements was 

defeated.  Voters said no to 

everything else including an 

advisory question whether 

or not the city should hire 

an administrator and cut 

the mayor’s duties to part-

time…and charging fees for 

stormwater management 

and garbage collection.   

Two incumbents on the 

Rhinelander School Board 

were re-elected with Ron 

Counter and David Holperin 

holding their seats.  They’ll 

be joined by Ann 

Munninghoff Eshelman, 

who beat two challengers 



including incumbent Jim 

Winkler.   
 

 Wisconsin girl sits in Indiana 
jail 
 News 4/8/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A northern Wisconsin girl 

charged with killing her 

mother and step-father will 

stay in jail in Indiana for at 

least another eight days. 

 Ashlee Martinson was 

supposed to have an 

extradition hearing today in 

Boone County, north of 

Indianapolis.  According to 

the sheriff's department, a 

defense lawyer asked that 

the proceeding be delayed 

-- so it's now set for a week 

from tomorrow.  The 17-

year-old Martinson and her 

22-year-old boyfriend were 

arrested March 8th in 

Boone County, as they 

were reportedly fleeing 

from the murder scene. 

Authorities said Martinson 

shot-and-killed 37-year-old 

Thomas Ayres and stabbed 

her 40-year-old mother 

Jennifer Ayers to death at 

their home near Three 



Lakes.  Officials said 

Martinson then locked her 

three younger sisters in a 

bedroom before she and 

the boyfriend took off.  The 

man was sent back to 

Oneida County and is not 

considered a suspect in the 

slayings.  When Ashlee 

Martinson returns to 

Wisconsin, she'll face two 

Oneida County charges of 

first-degree intentional 

homicide and three counts 

of false imprisonment. 

The federal government 

has approved Wisconsin 

Energy's proposed 

acquisition of the Integrys 

Energy Group of Chicago. 

 The Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission 

okayed the nine-point-one 

billion dollar takeover 

yesterday.  The parent firm 

of We Energies plans to 

acquire the parent firm of 

the Wisconsin Public Service 

utility and others covering a 



total of four states.  The 

deal was first announced 

last summer.  The 

headquarters would stay in 

Milwaukee and serve over 

four-million electric and 

natural gas customers 

under what would be 

called the "W-E-C Energy 

Group."   
 

  
Changes in state fishing 
rules News  4/9/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 With Governor Walker’s 

signature, walleye anglers 

will see some changes as 

the Natural Resources 

Board yesterday approved 

two emergency rules.  One 

sets up a five year catch 

and release for the fish on 

the Minocqua and 

Tomahawk chains in a 

move supported by 

sporting organizations, the 

Chippewa tribes, who 

suspended spearing these 

waters and DNR.  Significant 

declines in populations of 

the popular sport fish 

prompted the action.  The 

board also approved a 



three-walleye daily bag 

limit for most lakes and 

rivers in the ceded territory 

of the North, areas created 

by century old treaties 

granting tribes the right to 

harvest fish in the spring.   

Vilas County authorities are 

warning people about 

aggressive and 

sophisticated phone scans.  

Claiming to be with the IRS, 

callers use a number of 

methods to gain either 

private information or 

money.  The Sheriff’s dept 

also pointed out scams 

using email, pretending to 

be from the government.  

Officials say you’ll get a 

letter if it’s real. 

Rhinelander voters handily 

approved an advisory 

referendum to create a 

Premier Resort Area Tax, 

adding another half-

percent to sales from 

tourist-related businesses.  

The money raised is 



earmarked for road work in 

the city.  The proposal has 

already been submitted as 

part of the two year state 

budget and if approved, 

would be in place 

sometime next year. 

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

Chief Justice Shirley 

Abrahamson filed a federal 

lawsuit to keep her job.  For 

the past 126 years the 

position went to the most 

senior member of the court. 

The amendment approved 

by voters Tuesday, lets the 

seven justices decide. 
 

  
Wicked weather hits the 
north News 4/9/15  1230p,530p 1:30 

 Today’s freezing rain is 

turning to snow and winter 

storm watches will be in 

effect tonight for parts of 

Northern Wisconsin where 

Eagle River could see near 

eight inches of new snow.  

Rhinelander’s in line for at 

least four inches if not more.  

The wet weather continues 

through tomorrow and we’ll 

be in the 60s by Sunday. 



Several farm animals 

perished in a barn fire early 

this morning outside of 

Gleason in the Township of 

Russell.  The Lincoln county 

sheriff’s department 

reported by the time 

firefighters arrived the roof 

had already collapsed, 

killing steers and goats 

trapped inside.  The fire was 

likely caused by a lightning 

strike about three this 

morning. 

Minocqua and Woodruff 

Police subdued a man 

threatening suicide 

yesterday afternoon.  

Joined by the Oneida 

County sheriff’s Special 

Response Team at the 

home on Nutter Road in 

Minocqua around 1:30 the 

man was reported to be 

well equipped to carry out 

his threat and said if law 

enforcement was sent to 

the residence there would 

be bloodshed.  He 



attempted using a 

handgun before being 

disarmed by authorities and 

taken to Howard Young 

Medical Center.  The 

incident remains under 

investigation. 

Next week at this time, 

Wisconsin utilities can start 

disconnecting customers 

behind on their electric and 

natural gas bills.  The state's 

annual winter moratorium 

on service disconnections 

ends after April 15th.  And 

at least one utility says more 

customers than last year 

could be caught off-guard. 

 Wisconsin Public Service 

says about 28-thousand 

customers are at least four 

months behind on their bills. 

That's about two-thousand 

more than last year, 
 

  
State schools cutting funds News 4/10/15 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

A proposed $300 million 

state funding cut to the 

University of Wisconsin 

System budget would be 

too hard on the system’s 



two year campuses, like 

Marshfield and Wausau. 

That’s according to two 

Central Wisconsin 

lawmakers.  State 

Representative John Spiros 

of Marshfield, who is 

working with other 

legislators including, 

Representative Dave 

Heaton of Wausau to try 

saving the two year 

campuses from the budget 

cuts.  Spiros said he’s willing 

to look at the UW budget 

cut plan offered by 

Governor Scott Walker, but 

that the larger four year 

campuses like Madison are 

more able to adapt to the 

losses than the smaller two 

year campuses.  

Police in Wausau are 

encouraging city council 

members to monitor their 

mail.  This after council 

president Romey Wagner 

received a letter 

Wednesday with a white 



substance inside.  Officials 

said it turned out to be corn 

starch but the letter was 

intimidating, not releasing 

specifics of the contents.  

Authorities are working to 

determine where the letter 

came from. 

Camp American Legion in 

Lake Tomahawk has been 

serving as rehabilitation for 

sick and disabled veterans 

since 1925.  The Legion 

owns the buildings and 

facilities but leases the land, 

about 75 acres, from the 

DNR.   Now, an 

amendment to the master 

plan of the Northern 

Highland/American Legion 

State Forest would allow 

exclusive use of an 

additional 225 acres for 

handicapped accessible 

trails and hunting 

opportunities.  A public 

meeting on the proposal is 

set for next Thursday at the 

town hall in Lake 



Tomahawk.   
  

 Gov. Walker’s trade mission 
in England 
 News 4/10/15  1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin taxpayers spent 

138-thousand dollars on 

Governor Scott Walker's 

trade mission to London in 

February.  As a potential 

White House candidate, the 

trip attracted a lot of 

national media exposure -- 

especially Walker's address 

at the Chatham House in 

which he was criticized for 

avoiding answers to 

audience questions about 

his stands on evolution and 

foreign affairs.  The 

Republican Walker and 

state aides held private 

meetings with business 

leaders in London, aimed at 

drumming up more foreign 

investment in the Badger 

State.  The governor's office 

said the trip was in the 

works since last fall, and the 

Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 

said the final taxpayer cost 

was actually six-thousand 



dollars less than projected. 

 Today, Walker was taking 

off on another trade 

mission.  This one has more 

Wisconsin business leaders 

seeking to build up 

contacts and business in 

Germany, Spain, and 

France. 

The state budget calls for 

the Natural Resources 

Board to become an 

advisory panel, giving 

policy setting authority to 

the DNR secretary and 

republicans in Madison say 

the idea is getting only 

mixed reviews.   

The northeast corner of the 

state took the brunt of this 

morning’s late season snow 

storm.  Several school 

districts closed and many 

more delayed a few hours 

with as much as 10-inches 

of snow.  Wausau set a 

rainfall record yesterday 

and flirted with a new 

snowfall mark with over five 



inches on the ground this 

morning.  On top of that, 

nearly 3800 people were 

without power for a time as 

well, most in the Florence, 

Dunbar, Pembine and 

Pickerel areas. 
 

  
Crash injures a tomahawk 
man  News 4/13/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A crash early yesterday 

injured a Tomahawk man.  

Investigators say the 20-

year old was on Parish 

Road in the Town of 

Corning when he lost 

control, leaving the road.  

He was standing on the 

road when he was struck by 

a passing another vehicle 

that crashed nearby.  

Speed and alcohol may 

have contributed to the 

incident. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department needs some 

help as they investigate a 

burglary last week in the 

town of Corning.  Entry was 

forced into the home off 

County Road MM 

Wednesday night and 



ransacked with jewelry, 

guns, electronics, fishing 

equipment and other items 

stolen.  If you have 

information you’re asked to 

contact the department of 

Lincoln County Crime 

Stoppers. 

High winds hampered 

firefighters in Wausau 

yesterday afternoon.  Just 

after four they responded 

to a call of a garage fire on 

the corner of Chellis Street 

and 11th Avenue.  The 

building and two vehicles 

were destroyed with the 

home getting some 

damage.  Two people and 

a baby home at the time 

were able to escape 

unhurt.  The blaze was put 

out in about 20-minutes and 

the cause is still unknown. 

Hillary Clinton is running for 

president.  The former first 

lady and secretary of state 

made her 2016 plans official 

on her website yesterday.  



She enters the Democratic 

primaries in a strong position 

to succeed her 2008 rival, 

President Barack Obama 

and is expected to travel 

soon to early voting states, 

including Iowa and New 

Hampshire. 

In sports, the Bucks clinched 

a playoff spot in the N-B-A's 

Eastern Conference 

yesterday, beating Brooklyn 

at home 96-to-73. 

 

 Motorcycle operator injured 
in crash 
 News 4/13/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The operator of a 

motorcycle was injured in a 

Lincoln County crash last 

night.  Authorities say the 

bike left Hwy 51 at County H 

and he was thrown off.  His 

condition is unknown. 

Critical fire dangers in six 

northwestern wisconsin 

counties have been 

cancelled thanks to nearly 

a half-inch of rain overnight.  

But the elevated risk 

remains in effect for 



Douglas, Bayfield, Ashland, 

Sawyer, Washburn and 

Burnett Counties due to the 

winds and low humidity.  

The rains early this morning 

helped dampen the high 

fire danger levels across 

much of northcentral 

wisconsin as well. 

This is Tornado and Severe 

Weather Awareness Week 

in Wisconsin.  As always, a 

simulated statewide 

tornado warning will take 

place Thursday afternoon. It 

gives schools, businesses 

and families some good 

practice in responding to 

the real thing, should it be 

required.  Ready Wisconsin-

Dot-Gov, run by Wisconsin 

Emergency Management, 

gives people extensive 

advice in preparing for the 

tornado season.  Wisconsin 

averages 23 twisters a year, 

and 22 landed in the state 

last year. 

Three Wausau area 



teenagers will get a special 

life-saving award tonight. 

Hunter Devine, Jakob Brogli 

and Ethan Kariger will be 

honored for saving the life 

of a bicyclist who suddenly 

stopped breathing on 

March 12th.  Kariger 

performed C-P-R, while 

emergency responders got 

the man's heart started 

again.  Officials say he has 

since made a full recovery. 

 The teens will be honored 

at tonight's meeting of the 

Rothschild Village Board. 

In sports, the 1-and-5 

Brewers are on the road 

playing in St. Louis, coming 

off a 10-2 drubbing from 

Pittsburgh yesterday. 
 

  
Ministry making changes News 4/14/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Ministry Health Care 

announced a number of 

initiatives yesterday 

including renovation and 

modernizing St. Joseph’s 

Hospital in Marshfield, 

expand their Medical 

Group coverage in 



communities, improve 

convenience, access, 

enhanced telemedicine 

capabilities at the Patient 

Centered Medical Home, 

expand services in Stevens 

Point, Woodruff/Minocqua 

and Rhinelander and 

reaffirm their partnership as 

a member of the 

Integrated Health Network.  

In a statement the Ministry 

Board said they must 

continue to lower costs, 

increase the consistency of 

delivering high quality 

services and improve 

access to care. 

The high fire danger in parts 

of Wisconsin were 

accented yesterday when 

sparks from a passing train 

triggered a blaze in 

Necedah.  About 40 homes 

were evacuated late 

yesterday morning in the 

Central Wisconsin 

community as several area 

departments worked to 



contain the fire, called in 

shortly before 11:30.  No 

structures were damaged 

and there were no reports 

of injuries. 

The idea’s been brought up 

in Madison before and 

lawmakers don’t give it 

much of a chance, but a 

proposal to legalize 

marijuana is being 

discussed.  The measure 

allows use of the drug for 

both medicinal and 

recreational purposes.  

Governor Scott Walker 

opposes legalization, 

calling pot a “gateway” 

drug.   

The Hazelhurst Town Board 

meets tonight and gets a 

look at ideas for a new 

town hall and fire 

department.  The town 

already has $800,000 from a 

state trust fund loan but 

needs permission from 

voters to move forward.  

Part of the project includes 



buying a parcel of land.  A 

special meeting at the end 

of the month will either 

approve or deny the 

project. 
 

  
Two car crash in Sugar 
Camp results in Fatality News 4/14/15  1230p,530p 1:30 

 One person died as the 

result of a two vehicle crash 

this morning in Sugar Camp.  

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

accident just before 8:00 at 

the intersection of Hwy 17 

and County A.  One of the 

vehicles reportedly rolled 

off the road.  The name of 

the victim has not been 

released pending 

notification of family.   

Researchers in Madison and 

Germany will work more 

closely together to find 

ways to fight Alzheimer's 

disease and other 

dementia.  Governor Scott 

Walker signed an 

agreement with the 

German Center for Neuro-

degenerative Diseases to 

increase collaboration 



between German scientists 

and those at the U-W 

School of Medicine and 

Public Health.  It calls for 

collaboration in a number 

of areas -- including the 

discovery of new methods 

to diagnose and care for 

Alzheimer's patients, and 

creating new ways to slow 

the onset of dementia. 

Plastic exfoliants in soap-

and-toothpastes would 

eventually be banned in 

Wisconsin, under a bill up 

for final legislative approval 

today.  The state Assembly 

is scheduled to act on a 

proposal to ban micro-

beads after scientists found 

them flowing from drains to 

wastewater plants to the 

Great Lakes and other 

waterways.   

 Wisconsin farmers are just 

getting started with their 

spring field work.  The 

National Ag Statistics 

Service says spring tillage is 



four-percent complete as 

of Sunday, and five-percent 

of the state's oat crop is in 

the ground.  Both figures 

are ahead of last year, 

when winter didn't really 

end until mid-April -- but 

they're behind the average 

for the past five years.  

Meanwhile, corn planting is 

just getting underway. 
 

 Jury trial in Rhinelander 
 News 4/15/15  630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Oneida County Judge 

Michael Bloom will decide 

next month whether or not 

to move a pending murder 

trial or pick a jury from 

outside the area.  40-year 

old Shannon Wolf is 

charged in the death of 

Kenneth Wells of 

Rhinelander in 2003.  Wolf’s 

attorney argued media 

reports of the cold case 

could influence potential 

jurors while the DA’s office 

argued the right to cover 

proceedings is protected 

by law.  Broadcast clips 

were played several times 



in court and a ruling is 

expected May 15th. 

After being implicated in a 

child pornography 

investigation, an Antigo 

man is sentenced to prison.  

45-year old Thomas Gervais 

was arrested last October 

after investigators with the 

US Attorney’s Office 

discovered he sexually 

assaulted and exploited 

two girls over several years 

and traded child porn with 

several other producers.  

The case was prosecuted in 

federal court as part of 

"Project Safe Childhood," 

the Department of Justice's 

nationwide initiative to 

combat the growing 

epidemic of child sexual 

exploitation and abuse. 

Wisconsin joins Illinois and 

New York in banning 

products containing 

microbeads, the tiny plastic 

exfoliants used in many 

personal care products.  



Irma Republican Mary 

Czaja co-authored the bill 

and saying the beads 

absorb toxins or chemicals 

after being discarded and 

threatens the environment, 

fisheries and humans.  

Products would no longer 

be available after 2018.  

The legislature also 

approved a bill regulating 

transportation network 

companies operating in the 

state, like Uber and Lyft, 

establishing statewide 

licensing and insurance 

requirements along with 

background checks for 

drivers.   
 

 Victim of fatal accident has 
been identified 
 News 4/15/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The victim of yesterday’s 

fatal traffic accident was 

identified as 38-year old 

John Klessig of Eagle River 

according to the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department.  The crash 

occurred just before 8:00 

near the intersection of 

highways 17 north and 



county A in Sugar Camp. 

Wisconsin motorists could 

finally start feeling a tug in 

their wallets if they don't 

buckle up.  The Legislature's 

Joint Finance Committee is 

scheduled to vote today on 

Governor Scott Walker's 

budget proposal to 

increase the fine for not 

wearing seat-belts.  It's 

among the first of many 

votes to be taken over the 

next two months on the 

Republican Walker's 

massive two-year budget 

package.  The seat belt fine 

has been a flat 10-dollars 

ever since Wisconsin started 

requiring seat-belt usage in 

the late 1980's.  Walker 

wants to raise that to 56-

dollars and 50-cents, which 

includes the normal 

surcharges for traffic fines 

that have not applied to 

seat-belt tickets. 

A former jail staffer in 

northwest Wisconsin has 



been charged with sexually 

assaulting five female 

inmates.  Forty-seven year 

old Darryl Christensen of 

Amery was charged in Polk 

County this week with five 

felony counts of second-

degree sexual assault by 

correctional officers. 

 Because of his former close 

ties to the justice system, an 

outside judge was called in 

to hear the case.  The 

women accused him of 

taking them to places in the 

jail that were not covered 

by security cameras. 

 Christensen worked in the 

Polk County Jail for almost 

20 years until he resigned 

last fall when an 

investigation began. 
 

 
Fire dangers in the state 
have been critical  News 4/16/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The fire danger in many 

parts of the state have hit 

critical levels especially 

across the North and 

authorities are asking for 

people to be extra careful.  

There were two fires in 



Central Wisconsin 

yesterday, one charring 

about four acres in the Paff 

Woods Nature Preserve east 

of Wausau.  Another in 

Rudolf spread to a barn, 

damaging the building and 

several pieces of 

equipment.   

 

Proposals to simplify 

Wisconsin’s inland trout 

fishing regulations and 

improve panfish 

populations were 

supported by thousands of 

people attending the 2015 

spring fish and wildlife 

hearings and Wisconsin 

conservation congress 

county meetings this week.  

Voters also strongly 

supported increasing the 

possession limit for small 

game, setting a 9am 

opener for the first day of 

pheasant season and 

expanding waterfowl 

hunting opportunities by 



increasing the areas where 

hunting is allowed from 

boats and blinds.  

Statewide results are 

available on the DNR 

website under spring 

hearings. 

 

A 24-year DNR veteran is 

now the north district 

fisheries supervisor.  Mike 

Vogelsang has led the 

headwaters fish team 

based in Woodruff since 

2001, developing working 

partnerships with angling 

groups, tribal fisheries 

managers and community 

leaders while supervising 

fisheries biologists, 

technicians and overseeing 

development of 

management plans.  He’s 

been at the Woodruff 

facility since 1992 and will 

remain based there when 

his new job starts on 

Monday.  He replaces 

Steve Avelallemant who 



retired last year.  

 

A senior at the Northwoods 

Community Secondary 

School in Rhinelander is the 

winner of the 2015 Herb 

Kohl Initiative Scholarship.  

Alana Towne receives the 

$3000 award for her 

motivation and strong 

promise to succeed in 

college and beyond.   
 

Marshfield clinic has 
unveiled  big growth plan 
 News 4/16/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Marshfield Clinic has 

unveiled an ambitious 

growth plan.  The clinic 

confirmed plans for a new 

hospital in Marshfield.  Its 

goals are to offer quality 

state-of-the-art care that's 

more efficient and reduces 

overall health costs.  The 

facility is due to open by 

the summer of 2018, and it 

would be the second 

hospital in a city of almost 

20-thousand.  Ministry 

Health Care has operated 

a hospital adjacent to 

Marshfield's main clinic for 



years -- and that firm 

announced a 10-million 

dollar renovation to that 

facility on Monday.  Also, 

Marshfield Clinic and 

Wausau's Aspirus health 

system announced a non-

binding letter of intent to 

pursue joint initiatives.   

 A bill to make Wisconsin's 

tax-funded public and 

private schools more 

accountable appears 

dead -- at least for now. 

 Yesterday, Senate 

Republican Paul Farrow of 

Pewaukee dropped 

controversial provisions from 

an accountability bill that's 

up for a vote today in the 

Senate's Education Reform 

committee.  The amended 

bill drops a proposed new 

state oversight board, and 

lets private schools in the 

voucher program use 

different achievement tests 

than public school 

youngsters.  Senators have 



also shied away from 

sanctions against failing 

schools -- which key 

Assembly Republicans have 

insisted on. 

Governor Scott Walker's 

potential White House 

campaign got another 

boost today with the 

formation of what's called a 

Super-PAC.  It can raise-

and-spend unlimited 

amounts of money to 

promote Walker's 

candidacy, but cannot 

coordinate campaign 

strategy with the governor. 

 Walker is not expected to 

officially run until after he 

signs the next Wisconsin 

budget into law, most likely 

in late June. 
 

 
State’s unemployment rate 
fell in March News 4/17/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The state’s unemployment 

rate continued to fall in 

March.  Figures released by 

the state Department of 

Workforce Development 

show Wisconsin had a 

seasonally-adjusted jobless 

http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dwd/newsreleases/2015/unemployment/150416_march_state.pdf
http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dwd/newsreleases/2015/unemployment/150416_march_state.pdf


rate for March of 4.6 

percent – down from 4.8 

percent the month before. 

Once again, it’s the lowest 

rate for the state since the 

Recession started in mid-

2008 and remains well 

below the national rate of 

5.5 percent.  Despite the 

drop, preliminary data does 

show the state lost about 

5,000 private sector jobs last 

month. 

There’s little for Governor 

Scott Walker to cheer 

about in the latest 

Marquette University Law 

School poll. Released 

Thursday afternoon, the poll 

of 803 registered voters 

found widespread 

disapproval for the 

governor himself and many 

of the key proposals 

included in his state budget 

plan.  Speaking with 

reporters on Thursday from 

Spain, where he’s wrapping 

https://law.marquette.edu/poll/2015/04/16/marquette-law-school-poll-finds-walker-job-approval-down/
https://law.marquette.edu/poll/2015/04/16/marquette-law-school-poll-finds-walker-job-approval-down/


up a trade mission, Walker 

put some of the blame for 

his poor performance on 

the ongoing state budget 

process.  Among the 

findings, just 41 percent of 

respondents said they 

approve of the job Walker is 

doing, while 56 percent 

disapprove. More than half, 

53 percent, said the state is 

on the wrong track right 

now, while 52 percent said 

Wisconsin is lagging other 

states in job creation.  

Several key proposals in the 

governor’s budget plan 

also drew a strong negative 

response. Of those polled, 

78 percent opposed cutting 

$127 million from the K-12 

public school budget, 79 

percent oppose the state 

borrowing money for a new 

Milwaukee Bucks arena, 

and just 51 percent support 

$1.3 billion in borrowing to 

pay for state transportation 



projects. 

 

 
Traffic accident on Hwy 8 News 4/17/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Traffic on Hwy 8 west of 

Rhinelander was tied up in 

both directions this morning 

following a traffic accident.  

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department reported a 

mini van was stopping for a 

school bus near the 

intersection with South Rifle 

Road shortly after 7:00 

when a semi truck, driving 

into the sun, struck it from 

behind.  Both vehicles left 

the road and the drivers 

were taken to St. Mary’s 

Hospital with non-life 

threatening injuries.   

Governor Scott Walker 

downplays a drop in his 

approval rating and heavy 

public opposition to his 

proposed budget cuts to 

education. From his trade 

mission in Spain, the 

Republican Walker 

predicted people will be 

"overwhelmingly pleased" 



with the final version of the 

state budget which takes 

effect in July.  Yesterday’s 

Marquette Law School poll 

gives Walker a 41-percent 

approval rating, down from 

49-percent last October. 

A founding member of The 

Eagles settled a lawsuit he 

filed against Wisconsin-

based apparel retailer, 

Duluth Trading Company, 

which alleged trademark 

infringement.  Don Henley 

filed suit last October in 

federal court, after the 

Belleville company 

advertised a pullover shirt it 

called the "Henley."  The ad 

told shoppers to "Don a 

Henley, and take it easy,"  a 

play on Henley's name and 

his group's breakout hit in 

the early 1970's, "Take It 

Easy."  The company 

agreed to never again use-

or-imply Don Henley's name 

in selling the shirt.  Duluth 

Trading also apologized to 



Henley on its Web site, and 

made a donation to a non-

profit group that Henley 

started. 
 

 
Man in custody after taking 
law officials on wild ride News 4/20/15 630a,730a,830a News 

A 65-year old Jackson, WI 

man is in jail, after taking 

sheriff’s deputies on a 25-

mile run at speeds over 100-

miles per hour.  The Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s 

Department reported a 

deputy was at a traffic stop 

early Saturday morning on 

Hwy 51 near Irma and was 

passed by a vehicle 

headed north in the 

southbound lane.  The 

deputy caught up, stopped 

the vehicle and the driver 

got out, approaching the 

squad before he got back 

into the vehicle and fled.  

He made it to Hwy L in 

Oneida County, where he 

got by spike strips laid by 

deputies.  He struck the 

next set at Hwy N where 

three tires were flattened 

and he was arrested at the 



Hwy 8 off ramp.  He faces 

several charges, including 

two felonies.  The name 

hasn’t been released. 

Merrill firefighters and the 

DNR got control of a quickly 

spreading grass fire early 

yesterday.  About a quarter 

acre was already ablaze 

when crews arrived to the 

area near North Star Road 

and Pier Street in the Town 

of Merrill shortly after 

midnight.  The fire began in 

the ditch line but the exact 

cause isn’t known. 

A provision being added to 

the state budget would 

require more oversight of 

how police use military 

vehicles and other 

equipment.  Many local 

police forces have been 

obtaining military 

equipment, such as 

armored vehicles, through 

a federal program and 

lawmakers worry about 



how and where it’s being 

used though. The provision 

does not specify what 

agency would handle the 

reviews. 

 

Parts of northern Wisconsin 
get snow 
 News 4/20/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Winter has returned to parts 

of northern Wisconsin.  Iron 

and Ashland counties might 

get around two inches of 

lake-effect snow off Lake 

Superior tonight -- and 

maybe another inch into 

Wednesday. Bayfield and 

Douglas County could see 

lesser amounts of snow. 

Normal highs for this time of 

year are generally around 

55-to-60-degrees in much of 

Wisconsin and we won’t 

see it until the weekend.   

Governor Scott Walker 

wrapped up a weekend in 

New Hampshire by meeting 

about 50 potential 

supporters at a community 

center in Derby.  They gave 

him a favorable reception, 

while pressing him on issues 



like his economic growth 

record and his stance on 

NATO.  One person asked 

Walker if he would consider 

a possible national 

Supreme Court ruling on 

gay marriage as the final 

word on the issue.  The 

Republican Walker did not 

address the justices' role, 

and said gay marriage 

should be left up to the 

states -- along with many 

other things the federal 

government is involved 

with.  Walker spent much of 

the weekend comparing 

himself to Democratic front-

runner Hillary Clinton. 

Officials ordered a ban on 

the moving of poultry in 

three Wisconsin counties 

where chickens-and-turkeys 

have been struck by the 

bird flu.  State Veterinarian 

Paul McGraw announced a 

ban to prohibit moving 

poultry to shows, exhibitions, 

and swap meets in 



Jefferson, Barron, and 

Juneau counties.  McGraw 

says gathering poultry 

together increases the 

chances birds will be 

exposed to the H-5-N-2 

avian flu virus -- and 

returning poultry home from 

those same shows makes it 

more likely the disease will 

spread. 
 

 
Rhinelander man arrested  News 4/21/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

In 1991, Federal Judge 

Barbara Crabb ruled 

against Chippewa tribes in 

the state to allow night 

hunting for deer within the 

ceded territories of the 

North, established by 19th 

century treaties, saying it 

was too dangerous.  Twenty 

one years later she was 

ordered to re-examine that 

ruling by the Appeals Court, 

a move appealed by the 

state.  Yesterday, the US 

Supreme Court rejected 

that appeal, forcing Judge 

Crabb to reconsider.  Over 

that time supporters argue 



conditions are much safer 

and four other states, 

including neighboring 

Michigan and Minnesota, 

allow tribal night hunts.   

The home where a double 

homicide occurred last 

month was burglarized and 

an 18-year old Rhinelander 

man arrested.  Dan Mohr is 

accused of breaking into 

the home of Ashlee 

Martinson, the 17-year old 

accused of killing her 

parents.  Someone 

reported a car on the 

property and Oneida 

County Sheriff’s deputies 

found Mohr still there and 

he had already taken 

several knives, sketches and 

other items.  He claimed to 

be a friend of the girl.  Mohr 

is free on a $2500 signature 

bond and back in court 

May 11th.   

State budget writers have 

moved to kill funding 

Wisconsin’s utility watchdog 



group. The Citizens Utility 

Board represents ratepayers 

before the state Public 

Service Commission. Just 

last week the legislature’s 

Finance Committee 

unexpectedly voted to cut 

an annual state grant of 

$300,000 which CUB has 

received since 2009.  The 

organization has, according 

to their website, reduced 

utility bills in Wisconsin 

nearly 3-billion dollars since 

1979.   Officials say the cut 

will dissolve the board.   
 

 
Drought conditions in the 
state News 4/21/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

It may not seem all that 

bad right now, but 

Governor Scott Walker 

issued a state-of-

emergency yesterday for 

Wisconsin's ongoing 

drought conditions. Walker 

authorized the National 

Guard to help with the 

state D-N-R's efforts to fight 

wildfires, and other efforts 

by Wisconsin Emergency 

Management to deal with 

http://www.jsonline.com/business/business-group-trying-to-cut-citizens-utility-board-funding-b99483286z1-300554031.html


the weather.  The U-S 

Drought Monitor says much 

of the northern half of 

Wisconsin is still in a 

moderate drought from a 

dry February and March -- 

and most other counties 

remain abnormally dry. 

Wisconsin's 48-hour waiting 

period to buy a handgun 

would disappear under a 

bill that's up for a vote 

today in the state Senate. 

 Supporters say there's no 

need for law-abiding 

citizens to wait that long to 

buy guns anymore.  The 

waiting period was 

approved in the 1970's, 

when it took longer to 

check the criminal 

backgrounds of 

prospective buyers.   

Minority Democrats still 

oppose the bill.   

The Apostle Islands National 

Lakeshore netted almost 

135-thousand dollars from a 

new fee charged to visitors 



at the scenic ice caves 

along Lake Superior. It's not 

every year the ice caves 

are open to the public.  It 

all depends whether a two-

mile ice-walk is strong 

enough for people to reach 

the caves without falling 

through.  That was no 

problem last winter, when 

extreme cold made the 

access and viewing 

conditions perfect -- and 

138-thousand people 

showed up, overwhelming 

national park personnel 

and parking facilities.  The 

fee was designed to cover 

those costs, and almost 38-

thousand visitors paid it -- 

even though the ice caves 

were open for just nine days 

in February.   
 

Handgun laws may be 
changing  
 News 4/22/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

You’d be able to buy a 

handgun without waiting 48 

hours to pick it up, under a 

bill passed in the state 

Senate.  Republican 

backers say gun buyers 



who clear a background 

check should be able to 

take their handguns home 

that day. The bill now 

moves to the Assembly. 

Visitors to the 

Chequamegon/Nicolet 

National Forest will find a 

reduction in services 

beginning this year.  The US 

Forest Service, citing 

increased costs and 

budget cuts will be cutting 

personnel and services, 

affecting about 11% of the 

recreational areas.  Two 

large and 11 smaller 

campgrounds will close 

and trash disposal, toilet 

facilities, public water 

supply and other amenities 

will be absent or occur less 

frenquently.  The forest 

covers more than one and 

a half million acres across 

the North and area 

lawmakers weighed in by 

saying the state can 

manage the forest if the 



federal government 

doesn’t want to.  Senator 

Tom Tiffany and 

assemblymen Jeff Mursau 

and Rob Swearingen, in a 

joint release, stated the 

tourism and timber 

management are 

important parts of the 

economy and if the fed 

allows it, Wisconsin can step 

in so no facilities need to 

close and recreational 

opportunities can continue.   

The Green Bay Packers 

open the 2015 season 

against the Bears on the 

road and play them again 

at Lambeau on 

Thanksgiving day, the first 

time they’ve hosted on the 

holiday since 1923.  And it’s 

special because they’ll 

unveil  Brett Favre’s number 

4 jersey on the façade 

inside the field as his 

number is retired.  The 

actual ceremony is July 18th 
 

Gov. Walkers state budget News 4/22/15 1230p,530p 1:30 Governor Scott Walker's 



under the microscope 
 

proposed state budget is 

under the microscope 

today.  The Legislature's 

Joint Finance Committee is 

reviewing a number of 

natural resource proposals, 

including one to keep 

hunting-and-fishing license 

fees at their present levels 

for the next two years.  The 

non-partisan Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau says a two-

dollar increase could bring 

in about two-million dollars 

a year -- which could be 

used to fill some of the D-N-

R's 38 vacant positions, 

boost law enforcement, or 

close shortfalls in accounts.  

The panel will also consider 

the plan to have the D-N-R 

stop picking up an 

estimated 23-thousand 

dead deer annually along 

Wisconsin roadways.  The 

Governor says the job 

should fall to local 

governments that maintain 

the highways. 



Earth Day is just another 

day of snow-shoveling for 

some in northern Wisconsin. 

 Gile in Iron County picked 

up five-inches of the white 

stuff.  Other parts of the 

north averaged an inch or 

better.  People in central 

Wisconsin were surprised to 

see white driveways when 

they woke up this morning. 

Milwaukee Bucks' officials 

are meeting with state-and-

local government leaders 

to reach an agreement on 

a financing plan for a new 

downtown arena. 

 Yesterday, team president 

Peter (fay'-gn) got an 

abrupt lesson on Wisconsin 

politics, when the former 

New York executive told a 

Realtors' conference a deal 

had to be wrapped up in 

the next ten days or "The 

Bucks will be gone from the 

state of Wisconsin."  Once 

those comments got out, 

the team quickly 



backtracked saying "there's 

no immediate deadline for 

a financing plan, and 

they’re not creating one. 
 

 
State DNR gets added 
funding  News 4/23/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

After media coverage 

spurred concerns, state 

budget negotiators voted 

to restore funding for the 

removal of dead deer 

carcasses from Wisconsin 

roadsides. The Joint Finance 

Committee voted 16-0, to 

provide $701,000 to 

continue the DNR 

administered program. 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

budget had deleted the 

funding.  Over a million 

dollars was cut from the 

agency’s fish and wildlife 

fund, however. 

The initial appearance for a 

member of the Merrill Police 

and Fire Commission was 

postponed, waiting for a 

new judge to be assigned 

to the case.  46-year old 

David Hayes is charged 



with second degree sexual 

assault after an incident 

nearly three years ago.  The 

17-year old girl, now 20, 

didn’t report it until late last 

year.  Judge Jay Tlusty 

recused himself according 

to online records.  The 

complaint alleges Hayes 

had sexual contact with the 

girl in August of 2012 

following a picnic.  A new 

judge has yet to be named.   

Hundreds of member 

schools in the Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association packed the 

annual meeting of the 

organization yesterday, 

most looking for a fair 

solution to how schools are 

placed in different divisions, 

especially for post season 

play.  They didn’t get it.  As 

it stands, teams with smaller 

and/or more impoverished 

populations and private 

schools are most often up 



against much larger schools 

with better programs.  One 

athletic director leaving the 

meeting in Stevens Point 

mentioned is that teams are 

not equally matched in the 

different divisions, with 

some schools easily 

crushing the competition. 

So, how to fix that will 

continue to be a topic of 

conversation. 

 

 
Man on the run picked up News 4/23/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Eric Hall has finally been 

captured.  The man 

wanted for numerous 

crimes throughout 

Wisconsin since being 

released from prison last 

June was picked up about 

11 last night at the Ho-

Chunk Casino near 

Wisconsin Dells.  The State 

Patrol and officers from 

Lake Delton and Baraboo 

helped Sauk County 

deputies with the arrest. 

 The 39-year-old Hall 

allegedly stole four vehicles 



in central and western 

Wisconsin just days after his 

prison release.  Officials said 

he went on to steal 

numerous vehicles, assault 

a police officer, commit at 

least several burglaries, and 

engage officers in an 

unsuccessful high-speed 

chase. Authorities tied him 

to crimes from Darlington in 

southwest Wisconsin to 

Barron County in the 

northwest, to Oneida 

County in the far north 

central region, and many 

places in between.  

Governor Scott Walker says 

we should not expect a big 

windfall in state tax 

revenues, once the next 

projections come out in two 

weeks.  At an industrial 

ground-breaking ceremony 

near Appleton yesterday, 

the Republican Walker said 

any additional money 

should go to K-to-12 public 

schools.  It would go toward 



off-setting a 127-million-

dollar cut in state school 

aid, which occurred by not 

renewing a previous special 

allocation in the first year of 

Walker's next two-year 

budget package.  The non-

partisan Legislative Fiscal 

Bureau is expected to 

release new state tax 

revenue projections the 

week of May fourth.  They'll 

take the recently-filed 

income tax returns into 

account, along sales tax 

revenues from an improved 

holiday shopping season 

from last December. 
 

 
Teen accused of murdering 
parents appears in court News 4/24/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The teen accused of 

murdering her parents at 

their rural Rhinelander  

home appears in court here 

for the first time today.  17-

year old Ashlee Martinson 

will be in Oneida County 

court at 1:15 this afternoon 

in connection with the 

deaths of Thomas and 

Jennifer Ayers early last 



month.  She had been held 

in Boone County, Indiana, 

where she was arrested 

hours after the crime, until 

waiving extradition last 

week.  She’s facing two 

counts of first degree 

intentional homicide and 

three counts of false 

imprisonment after she 

locked her three younger 

sisters in a bedroom in the 

home.  The children are in 

the care and custody of 

Oneida County Social 

Services.   

The H5 avian influenza, or 

bird flu, has been detected 

in a 90,000 bird turkey flock 

in Barron County, 

according to the Wisconsin 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection.  This discovery is 

the sixth case in Wisconsin 

and the second in Barron 

County.  While lethal to 

domestic poultry, the strain 



of virus detected is not 

known to have caused 

disease in humans and is 

not expected to pose a risk 

to public health or the food 

supply. 

Gov. Scott Walker's 

nonprofit political group will 

reimburse the state for costs 

related to the likely 

presidential candidate's 

political travel.  Our 

American Revival will pay 

for the travel costs, 

including those related to 

Walker's state patrol security 

detail.  A spokeswoman 

says  taxpayers will not pay 

for any of the costs on 

political trips, which include 

money spent on hotels, 

flights and rental cars.   

 

 
Utilities do some acquiring News 4/24/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Utility regulators in Michigan 

are the first to approve 

Wisconsin Energy's 

acquisition of the Integrys 

Energy Group, the parent 



company of Wisconsin 

Public Service.  A 

settlement paved the way 

for yesterday's approval 

and involves the parent firm 

of We Energies, the 

Michigan governor's office 

and the operators of large 

iron ore mines in the Upper 

Peninsula.  Among other 

things, it called for no 

increase in retail customer 

electric rates as the result of 

contracts between the 

mines and We Energies. 

 The mines and Michigan 

officials still object to 

payments connected with 

the We Energies coal plant 

in the U-P over the last year. 

 That dispute is now 

pending in  federal court. 

 The proposed nine-point-

one billion dollar mega-

merger of Wisconsin Energy 

and Integrys still needs 

approval from state 

regulators in Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, and Illinois. 



Another invasive pest from 

Asia appears to be 

marching northward in 

Wisconsin. As gardeners 

and landowners start 

working outdoors, officials in 

Rhinelander are telling 

them to watch out for the 

"jumping worm."  Oneida 

County invasive species 

specialist Jean Hansen says 

the jumping worm, from 

Japan and Korea, likes 

being under compost piles 

and mulch -- and those 

who mulch in their yards will 

see them just above the 

ground.  She said the worm 

re-structures the soil, and 

eats at roots -- making it 

difficult for plants to stay 

alive and re-generate.  The 

D-N-R doesn’t know a lot 

about the species but offers 

management tips on their 

website.   
 

 
Wisconsin men involved in 
earth quake in Nepal News 4/27/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two men climbing Mt. 

Everest survived this 

weekends earthquake that 



hit Nepal.  The 7.8 

magnitude quake triggered 

avalanches on the peak 

and the death toll has 

climbed to over 33-

hundred.  52-year old Andy 

Land of Fond du Lac was 

climbing the world’s tallest 

mountain to raise funds for 

hospice programs.  He was 

in the Khumbu icefall region 

near the base camp when 

the earthquake hit.  

Another Wisconsin man, 

Benjamin Breckheimer of 

Menominee Falls wanted to 

be the first wounded warrior 

to tackle the peak.  He was 

wounded in Afghanistan by 

a bomb blast in 2009.  He 

called home Saturday 

morning saying the situation 

was in his words pretty bad 

but he was okay.   

A Tomahawk woman and 

her dog escaped a fire at 

her home early Saturday.  

The blaze was called in 

shortly after 3:30 at the 



home on Camp Rice Point 

Road in the town of 

Bradley.  The fire started in 

the wall near a wood stove.  

Damage was minimal.  Two 

homes in Wausau were 

damaged last night due to 

fire.  Just before 8:00 

firefighters were called to 

the 800 block of south third 

avenue where the flames 

were melting the siding of 

the home next door.  There 

is significant damage and 

residents were able to get 

out safely. 

Wisconsin is the only state in 

the country where first 

offense drunk driving is not 

a crime.  Assemblyman Jim 

Ott wants to change that.  

Again.  The Milwaukee 

Republican reintroduced 

measures to  increase 

punishments and have 

court appearances for first 

time offenders among other 

things.  There’s not much 

support yet in Madison.   
 



Some Wisconsin seniors 
could see changes in 
insurances 
 News 4/27/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Almost 350-thousand 
Wisconsin seniors with 
Medicare Advantage plans 
could end up with better 
and cheaper care, as more 
insurers demand certain 
results for what they pay 

for.  Humana and United 
Health Care are among 
the insurers signing up 
with "accountable care 
organizations" run by 
various Wisconsin health 
providers.  They require 

doctors and hospitals to 
achieve certain quality 
benchmarks, while 
reducing costs for defined 
groups of patients. 
Eighty-three more 

Wisconsin veterans will 
see their national 
memorials in Washington 
today.  The central 
Wisconsin branch of the 
Honor Flight program is 
having its 19th one-day 
trip -- and this one is even 
more special.  The late 
World War Two veteran 



Loyd Woller of rural 
Marathon left funding in 
his estate to cover the full 
cost of today's trip, around 
70-thousand dollars.   
Democrats are returning 
campaign money they 

received from recently-
indicted U-S Senator 
Robert Menendez. 
 However, Wisconsin's 
Tammy Baldwin is not 
among them -- not for 
now, anyway.  A 

spokesman said Baldwin 
will donate the same 
amount it received, five-
thousand dollars, if 
Menendez is convicted -- 
but for now, he's innocent 

until proven guilty, like all 
other defendants. 
 Menendez, a New Jersey 
Democrat, was indicted for 
bribery, accused of using 
his Senate office to 
promote business 
activities for a friend and 
campaign donor in 
exchange for luxury 



vacations and golf outings. 
  
This could be the week 
that Wisconsin farmers 
finally get some field work 
done, as they get ready to 
plant their crops.  The 

Weather will be dry all 
week, with highs in the 
60's each day and maybe 
the 70's on Friday. 
 

 
Wausau police report a car 
accident from last night News 4/28/15 630a,730a,830a, 1:30 

The narrative being 

reported in the national 

media following officer-

involved shootings is having 

a “trickle-down” effect at 

the local level, according 

to Madison’s chief of 

police, Mike Koval.  He says 

the tiny percentage of cops 

making headlines does not 

reflect on the entire 

profession.  Koval backed 

that up by saying over 96-

percent of contacts 

between police and 

citizens are through 

presence and 

communication.  Less than 



one percent is with deadly 

force.  Wisconsin Public 

Defender Kelli Thompson 

said once the 

misinformation is out there 

— whether through 

traditional or new media — 

it’s hard to take it back. 

Wausau police reported a 

single vehicle crash around 

7:00 last night.  One person 

was hurt when the vehicle 

left the road while traveling 

south on Hwy 51 near 

County “U” when it entered 

the median and rolled.  

Their condition or name is 

not yet known.  

The high fire danger was 

evident last night as several 

fires were reported.  

Rhinelander firefighters 

knocked down a blaze in a 

swampy area on Harvey 

Street in the city, near 

Central School.  And Sugar 

Camp volunteers and the 

DNR were dispatched to a 



fire reported in the ditch on 

Hwy H near Peninsula Road.  

The fire danger remains 

very high across much of 

northern and central 

Wisconsin and the DNR has 

asked the National Guard 

for help in pre-positioning 

fire equipment to prepare 

for any problems. 

Nearly 90 teams are 

expected to compete in 

Wisconsin this summer when 

the 2015 Carhartt 

Bassmaster College Series 

National Championship 

takes place.  Stevens Point 

will host the tourney on 

Lake DuBay in July.   

 

 
Mountain climber from 
FonDuLac is safe at Mt. 
Everest News 4/28/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

A mountain climber from 

Fond du Lac is safely off 

Mount Everest, and is 

working on a plan for 

getting home.  His mother 

feared 52-year-old Andy 

Land would be trapped on 

the world’s tallest peak, 



since part of the terrain was 

relocated after Saturday's 

massive earthquake in 

Nepal.  Yesterday, Land's 

wife Mary said he called 

her for the first time since 

the quake.  He was able to 

get a helicopter ride to the 

base camp.  Land is a 

hospice nurse who was 

using his climb to raise funds 

for a healthcare 

organization.  Mary Land 

urged her husband to use 

medical expertise to help 

some of the thousands of 

injured survivors from the 

earthquake. 

Another dry day is in the 

forecast for Wisconsin. 

 That's great news for those 

working, playing, and 

exercising outdoors -- but it's 

bad news for the risk of 

wildfires.  As of yesterday, 

the D-N-R said all of 

Wisconsin was under a 

"high" fire danger as most of 

the northern half of the 



state continues to be in a 

moderate drought.  Above-

normal temperatures will 

continue in most of the 

Badger State.  The warmest 

weather is expected during 

the weekend. 

Funeral services will be held 

Friday for Bobby Pitts, who 

spent parts of 51 years 

singing at the Dari-Maid ice 

cream stand in Land 

O'Lakes.  The 70-year-old 

Pitts died Sunday from 

bladder cancer, just 15 

days after he was honored 

at a retirement party.  Pitts 

started his one-man music 

show in 1963, entertaining a 

long line of folks waiting for 

ice-cream treats.  
 

 
Tomahawks school 
superintendant resigning News 4/29/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Calling it a “human rights” 

issue, Representative 

Melissa Sargent, a Madison 

Democrat, introduced a bill 

more than doubling the 

state’s minimum wage to 

$15 an hour over a five year 

period.  She said those 



wages will then, in her 

words,” be indexed to 

inflation so we do not find 

ourselves in this position 

again.”  The minimum 

wage in Wisconsin is the 

same as the federal 

minimum rate, $7.25 per 

hour.  Sargent’s bill isn’t 

likely to get much attention 

from Wisconsin 

Republicans, who control 

the statehouse.   

Tomahawk’s school 

superintendent is resigning.  

Cheryl Baker notified the 

school board last week of 

her decision and it was 

accepted by the board last 

night.  She replaced Dr. 

Roger Rindo who resigned 

in 2013.  Outgoing board 

president Ken Shultz said 

the new hire would be 

done once the newly 

elected board members 

are seated.  The executive 

committee meets in closed 



session this morning to 

discuss the matter. 

While Oneida County 

officials continue to 

examine possibly adding 

two more Kwik Trip locations 

in Rhinelander, the town of 

Rib Mountain is doing the 

same, but the idea is 

running into some 

opposition.  The Wisconsin-

based convenience store 

chain is looking to open a 

store about a mile away 

from an existing one.  

Petitions against the move 

are already being 

circulated for the new 

location at the intersection 

of Rib Mountain Drive and 

Robin Lane.  A public 

hearing on the issue is set 

for 7:00 tonight. 

And in sports, the Brewers 

will try to avoid being swept 

by Cincinnati this afternoon 

after dropping a 4-2 

decision last night. 
 

VA Medical system to be News 4/29/15 1230p,530p 1:30 Wisconsin's federal 



held more accountable 
 

lawmakers are lining up to 

propose and support bills 

aimed at making the V-A 

medical system more 

accountable, in the wake 

of the problems at Tomah. 

 Wausau House Republican 

Sean Duffy and Senate 

Republican Ron Johnson 

have introduced the latest 

measures.  One would 

require statewide 

databases of prescriptions. 

 Duffy said it would keep 

patients from shopping for 

doctors to get excess 

painkillers.  The other would 

let the Veterans Affairs' 

secretary fire health 

professionals at V-A facilities 

for providing poor-or-

negligent care -- and not 

just remove senior 

executives.   

A former Polk County jailer is 

due in court Friday morning 

on charges of sexually 

assaulting five female 

inmates.  48-year-old Darryl 



Christensen of Amery 

allegedly had sexual 

contact with the prisoners in 

secluded parts of the jail 

not covered by security 

cameras between 2011 

and last year.  Christensen 

was charged earlier this 

month with five felony 

counts of second-degree 

sex assault by correctional 

officers.  He had worked in 

the Polk County Jail since 

1995, before resigning last 

October when an 

investigation began. 

The D-N-R is reminding deer-

and-bear hunters they'll 

have to register their 

animals electronically 

starting this fall.  The agency 

has done away with 

manual registrations at 

places like bars and gas 

stations.  Those businesses 

were concerned about 

losing customers during the 

hunting seasons.  But the 

agency emphasizes that 



any business can serve as 

an electronic registration 

station, by providing the 

computers and phones 

hunters will need.  After a 

limited electronic 

registration program last 

year, the system is going 

statewide this year. 
 

 
A proposed law has picked 
up steam News 4/30/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A proposal to allow a 70 

mile per hour speed limit in 

Wisconsin picked up speed 

with a compromise. The 

deal would stop the 

Department of 

Transportation from 

authorizing a 70 mph speed 

limit on sections of highways 

with cross traffic, addressing 

concerns from Senators that 

faster speeds could lead to 

more accidents on 

highways that have at-

grade crossings.  A Senate 

votes on the bill today and 

If approved by the full 

chamber, it would go back 

to the Assembly. 



Controversial food stamp 

legislation gets a hearing in 

Madison this morning.  The 

Republican-sponsored bill 

would require participants 

in Wisconsin’s FoodShare 

program or food stamps – 

to spend two-thirds of their 

monthly allotment on 

nutritional foods.  The 

measure would also strike 

items such as lobster, crab, 

shrimp and any other shell 

fish from the list of allowable 

foods. The others would 

require individuals applying, 

certain job training 

programs and 

unemployment benefits to 

be tested for drug use.  

Critics call the proposed 

FoodShare changes   

“illegal, intrusive and 

undignified,”. 

Rib Mountain’s planning 

commission delayed a 

decision allowing Kwik Trip 

to expand to a second 



location on Rib Mountain 

Drive.  Meeting last night 

the crowd and commission 

listened as a company 

representative explained 

what the $2-million 

investment would mean to 

the community.  Residents 

responded saying it would 

be the fifth filling station in 

less than a mile and a half 

on the well-traveled road 

and any additional jobs 

would be offset by losses at 

similar businesses.  The 

commission meets again 

next month when a 

recommendation is 

expected.   

 

 
People marched in Madison 
yesterday News 4/30/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

An estimated 800 people 

marched to the State 

Capitol from a nearby 

church yesterday, then met 

with lawmakers to discuss 

their priorities for the new 

state budget.  Religious 

leaders and faith-based 

groups from throughout 



Wisconsin held the day-long 

event called "People of 

faith united for justice." It's 

held every two years while 

legislators consider the next 

budget.  They focused on a 

number of issues including 

criminal justice reform, 

boosting Medicaid, 

preventing cuts for long-

term care, granting driver's 

licenses to undocumented 

immigrants, opposing drug 

tests for public benefit 

recipients, and preserving 

transit funding. 

New revisions have been 

made to last year's 

revamping of rules for 

moving farm equipment on 

Wisconsin highways. 

 Governor Scott Walker 

signed a bill yesterday fine-

tuning the major changes 

to the "Implements of 

Husbandry" law made last 

spring.  The original law 

clarified the definitions of 

farm implements, boosted 



weight limits for their usage 

on Wisconsin highways, and 

created a new class of farm 

commercial vehicles. 

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court's conservative 

majority replaced Chief 

Justice Shirley Abrahamson 

with one of their own 

yesterday.  Pat Roggensack 

received four votes in an e-

mail ballot, the same day  

election officials certified 

results of the statewide 

referendum which gave the 

justices the constitutional 

authority to elect their own 

chief.  The result was 

expected, as critics called it 

the real reason Republicans 

approved the amendment 

before sending it to the 

voters -- 53-percent of 

whom ratified it April 

seventh.  Abrahamson has 

a federal lawsuit pending, 

challenging the 

constitutional amendment. 
 

 In studio 4/27/15 835a 3 mintues Talked to Abby Cline from the YMCA 



 
Interview 

  about summer day camp 

 
Interview  Phone 4/31/15 835a 3 minutes 

Talked to Judy Jurries  from the St. 
germain Chamber about the “matini’s in 
may” fund raising event 
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Rhinelander airport making it 
faster for it’s customers News 5/1/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport now 

provides travelers faster 

access to their destinations.  

To speed up the boarding 

process, people can enroll 

in the TSA Pre-Check 

program so they don’t 

have to remove shoes, 

jackets and belts or remove 

laptops and bags with 

liquids from carry ons.  The 

service, unveiled yesterday, 

allows passengers 

considered low risk by the 

Transportation Safety 

Administraion, to get 

through the screening 



process faster.  Rhinelander 

is the third airport in the 

state to offer the service. 

Much like the tennis courts 

several years ago at 

Rhinelander High School, 

the track is in dire need of 

repair.  Such problems are 

money losers for the district 

since opportunities for post 

season competition are 

gone without proper 

facilities and safety 

concerns.  The school 

board approved work to 

begin on the track at Mike 

Webster Stadium this 

month.  Superintendent Kelli 

Jacobi says the work will be 

done up to WIAA standards 

and will allow Rhinelander 

to host conference and 

regional meets and bring 

money into the community.  

Work should be complete 

by early August. 

The state fishing season 

opens tomorrow and boat 

traffic on the highways has 



picked up as anglers head 

North.  And local and state 

officials advise anglers to 

be aware of significant rule 

changes on some waters, 

most notably the zero 

catch limit on the 

Minocqua Chain of Lakes 

including Tomahawk and 

Little Tomahawk, Minocqua, 

Kawaguesaga, Mid and 

Mud.  A comprehensive 

effort is underway to bring 

back the walleye 

population for these waters.  

Other restrictions or 

changes will be posted at 

boat landings across the 

area.   

 
 

  
Central Wisconsin man dead 
in logging accident News 5/1/16 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Authorities in central 

Wisconsin have released 

the name of a man killed in 

a logging accident 

Wednesday morning.  Fifty-

two year old Arthur 

Kleinhenz of Wisconsin 

Rapids was cutting a tree 

when it fell on him.  Wood 



County sheriff's deputies 

said he was already dead 

when rescuers arrived.  

Drought conditions persist in 

over 90-percent of 

Wisconsin.  This week's 

update from the U-S 

Drought Monitor is about 

the same as last week with 

most of the northern half in 

a moderate drought 

affecting 48-percent of the 

state land area.  The rest of 

the state is abnormally dry, 

except for parts of eight 

counties in west central 

Wisconsin.  The D-N-R says 

the risk of wildfires remains 

either high or very-high, 

depending on the location. 

 In general, the northern 

half of the state has a very 

high fire danger.  The 

southern half has a 

somewhat lesser risk, but it's 

still high. 

Governor Scott Walker 

joined the negotiations 

yesterday on a financing 



deal for a new Milwaukee 

Bucks' arena.  It was his first 

face-to-face meeting with 

team officials and other 

state and local business 

and political leaders 

who’ve spent over a week 

trying to hammer out an 

agreement on a final 

package to pay for the 

new 500-million-dollar 

arena.  The N-B-A wants the 

BMO Harris Bradley Center 

replaced by the fall of 2017 

-- or else the league could 

buy back the Bucks and 

ship them elsewhere. 

In sports, defensive back 

Damarious Randall was the 

first pick of the Packers in 

the NFL Draft.  Two more 

picks come tonight. 
 

  
Heavy rains in the area News 5/4/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Rainfall amounts varied 

widely across the North 

from the first major 

thunderstorm of the season.  

In the Rhinelander area on 

average about half an inch 

fell.  Winds gusts over 35 



miles per hour dropped 

some trees on power lines in 

the Three Lakes area.   

Lincoln County firefighters 

were busy over the 

weekend beginning Friday 

afternoon on Hwy 51 and 

County D outside 

Tomahawk as a vehicle lost 

an exhaust pipe that 

landed in a ditch and 

started a fire.  Tomahawk 

crews, deputies and the 

DNR were all on scene 

about half an hour.  Just 

after 1:00 Saturday 

afternoon a fire believed to 

be caused by careless use 

of smoking materials was 

reported on Crass Road in 

the Town of Bradley.  Then 

an hour later a grass fire 

was called in to 

Farmingdale Road in the 

town of Corning.  Yesterday 

afternoon a controlled burn 

got out of control on 

Mistwood road in the town 

of Rock Falls.  The 



homeowner admitted 

starting a fire that quickly 

spread into the woods and 

onto a woodpile.  

Tomahawk firefighters and 

the DNR extinguished the 

blaze. 

A 25-year old Gleason man 

was hospitalized after being 

found trapped in his vehicle 

early Saturday morning.  A 

911 call reported the 

accident on Hwy 17 and 

triple C.  The man was cited 

for a first offense drunk 

driving.  

In sports, Milwaukee Brewers 

manager Ron Roenicke 

was let go last night, with 

the Crew at a 7-18 season.  

A news conference later 

this morning is expected to 

announce his replacement.   
 

 Shooting in Menasha 
 News 5/4/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Apparently, security 

cameras did not capture a 

shooting incident on a park 

bridge in Menasha last 

night that killed four people 

and injured another.   The 



building at (frit-see) Park 

has cameras -- but the 

Trestle Trail Bridge does not. 

 Park officials said about 

300-thousand walkers and 

bicyclists use the bridge 

each year.  The park and 

the bridge were still closed 

this morning, as authorities 

continued to investigate. 

Menasha Police said a 

shooter, who is among the 

dead, randomly opened 

fire around 7:30 last night. 

 A woman in her 30's 

remained in critical 

condition early today at a 

Neenah hospital.  The 

bridge connects the city 

and town of Menasha over 

Little Lake Butte-des-Morts.   

As of early this morning, the 

D-N-R said all of Wisconsin 

was still under a "very high" 

risk for wildfires -- even after 

some heavy thunderstorms 

rumbled through last night.   

The National Weather 

Service said many parts of 



the state only had a-tenth-

to-a-quarter of an inch, 

hardly enough to put a 

dent into the statewide 

drought conditions which 

have plagued the Badger 

State since March. The 

Lakeland area picked up 

over an inch of hail in some 

spots and trees were 

dropped on power lines 

around Three Lakes.  

 

Central Wisconsin has a 

growing number of 

worshippers who are Muslim 

-- and a second mosque is 

being planned to 

accommodate them.  The 

Islamic Society of Central 

Wisconsin bought a building 

in the Wausau area and is 

raising funds to remodel it. 

 The group's first mosque, 

opened nine years ago in 

Marshfield.   
 

 State lawmaker wants to 
make changes in how kids 
graduate 
 News 5/5/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A first-term lawmaker from 

northern Wisconsin wants to 

make high school students 



pass a civics test in order to 

graduate.  Assembly 

Republican James Edming 

of Glen Flora introduced a 

bill to make high school 

grads and GED students 

pass the same civics test 

immigrants must pass 

before they become U.S. 

citizens.  The Assembly State 

Affairs Committee has a 

public hearing on the 

measure tomorrow.  Edming 

says Wisconsin high schools 

need to instill the 

responsibilities of citizenship, 

and his measure would 

assure graduates learn and 

understand the workings of 

the U.S. government. 

Governor Scott Walker laid 

out his vision for foreign 

policy and improving the 

economy, at a stop in 

Michigan yesterday.  At a 

luncheon in Lansing, Walker 

told members of the 

Ingham County Republican 



Party the nation needs a 

stronger voice on foreign 

policy, accusing President 

Barack Obama and former 

secretary of state and 

Democratic presidential 

candidate Hillary Clinton, of 

not having a “very strong 

approach when it comes to 

the rest of the world.”  

Walker was also critical of 

the two on the economy. 

Walker, has not yet officially 

announced he’s a 

candidate for president in 

2016. 

Four people escaped a fire 

that destroyed their 

Schofield home last night.  

Firefighters got the call 

about 8:30 to the home on 

Maryland Avenue.  The Red 

Cross is assisting the family. 

The Milwaukee Brewers 

rallied for three runs in the 

eighth inning to win in Craig 

Counsell's managerial 

debut, a 4-3 victory over 



the Los Angeles Dodgers 

last night.  Counsell 

replaces Ron Roenecke 

who was let go Sunday. 

 Death’s on Wisconsin roads 
 News 5/5/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 There were 44 deaths on 

Wisconsin roads last month, 

19 more than a year ago. 

That’s a 43 percent 

increase, according to 

preliminary statistics from 

the Department of 

Transportation. David Pabst 

with the Bureau of 

Transportation Safety said 

various modes of 

transportation were 

involved in those crashes, 

and everyone needs to do 

their part to be safe.   One 

of the leading causes is 

talking or texting on the 

phone, making drivers four 

times more likely to get into 

an accident 

Another scam has hit the 

area and Lincoln County 

authorities remind you 

never provide information 



or money over the phone.  

An Irma resident reported 

she was contacted by 

someone claiming to be 

from the insurance 

company of her recently 

deceased husband.  The 

caller said they overpaid a 

claim and demanded 

repayment of $2000.   They 

threatened to withhold her 

Social Security until 

payment was made.  Two 

others posing as officials 

continued the threats.  The 

woman offered to pay by 

credit card but was 

instructed to get pre-paid 

cash cards instead.  That’s 

when she realized it was a 

scam.   

Two more cases of the bird 

flu were confirmed 

yesterday in Wisconsin, 

bringing the statewide total 

to ten.  State agriculture 

officials said a fifth case 

was discovered in a 



commercial turkey 

operation in Barron County. 

 Over 182-thousand birds in 

that flock will be killed to 

keep the H-5 avian flu virus 

from spreading.  The same 

applies to 127-thousand 

birds in another commercial 

chicken flock in Jefferson 

County.  Yesterday's 

discovery was the third in 

Jefferson County since April 

13th.   
 

  
Lakeland senior center 
destroyed by fire News 5/6/15 630a,730a,830- 1:30 

 The Lakeland Senior Center 

was destroyed by fire early 

this morning.  Woodruff fire 

Chief Mike Timmons said 

the call came in shortly 

after one to the building on 

Balsam Street.  As a result 

the meals on wheels service 

is cancelled until further 

notice.   

Ryan Sisco, the 22-year old 

man travelling with Ashlee 

Martinson after the 17-year 

old Rhinelander girl 

allegedly killed her parents 

pleaded no contest to a 



misdemeanor charge of 

having sex with a child.  The 

former tomahawk man told 

officials he believed 

Martinson to be 18.  Judge 

Patrick O’Melia withheld 

sentencing yesterday.  

Sisco’s next scheduled 

court appearance is a 

review hearing May 2nd of 

next year.  Martinson 

meanwhile remains in the 

Oneida County Jail on two 

counts of first degree 

intentional homicide and 

three counts of false 

imprisonment in connection 

to the deaths of Thomas 

and Jennifer Ayers in early 

March at their home in the 

town of Piehl.  Sisco hasn’t 

been implicated in the 

crime.  Martinson’s 

preliminary hearing is June 

fifth. 

While the proposal is 

expected to face changes, 

lawmakers moved forward 

with a hearing yesterday on 



a bill to repeal Wisconsin’s 

prevailing wage law, a 

proposal which would end 

a long standing 

requirement that those 

attached to public works 

projects be paid a wage 

set by the state.  Supporters 

say the change could save 

taxpayers millions of dollars 

by ending restrictions on 

wages paid for government 

projects while critics argue 

that change could result in 

substandard work being 

done.  It remains unclear if 

there’s any support for the 

bill in Madison. 
 

  
Community support pours in 
after area senior center 
burns down.   News 5/6/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Woodruff Fire Chief Mike 

Timmons says the 

community support has 

been pouring in for the 

Lakeland Senior Center, 

destroyed by fire early this 

morning.  Just after 1:00 the 

blaze was reported with 

flames already spreading 

across the open attic and 

through the roof.  No one 



was in the building.  

Timmons said the cause is 

still unknown and that no 

one was hurt.  The Meals on 

Wheels program, which 

operated out the Center, is 

suspended until further 

notice.  

With Memorial Day 

Weekend just two weeks 

away, Wisconsin officials 

are out with their annual 

warnings about Lyme 

Disease.  The holiday marks 

the unofficial start of 

summer, as more people 

venture into the woods and 

waters -- where ticks can 

take hold and spread the 

Lyme virus. State 

epidemiologist (zip-wong) 

Johnson says you should 

constantly check yourself 

when  in the great outdoors 

-- wear long clothing -- and 

use tweezers to remove 

ticks near the skin before 

they can settle in and make 

you ill. There were over 34-



hundred cases of tick-borne 

diseases in Wisconsin last 

year. 

If you drive by a school 

today, don't be surprised if 

there are more bicycles 

parked outside than usual. 

 This is "National Bike-to-

School Day."  Officials 

throughout Wisconsin are 

promoting the day as a 

great way for kids to get 

some more exercise.  Maria 

Skubal (of the Oneida 

County Health Department 

says it not only improves a 

child's physical health -- it 

also fosters sharper minds 

and better performance in 

school.  It also provides its 

own safety lesson.  Skubal 

says riders should wear 

helmets, ride in the same 

lane that motor vehicles 

use, obey traffic signs, and 

use turn signals. 
 

 Figuring out what caused 
the senior center to burn 
down.   
 News  5/7/2015 630a,730a,830a 1;30 

 Yesterday’s wet weather 

hampered officials sifting 

through what’s left of the 



Lakeland Senior Center in 

Woodruff.  The building was 

destroyed by fire early 

yesterday morning.  

Woodruff fire chief Mike 

Timmons told us while the 

cause is still unknown it is of 

a non-suspicious origin, 

most likely starting in the 

kitchen.  Seven area 

departments responded to 

the blaze, reported shortly 

after 1:00.  Officials with the 

center hoped to have the 

meals program up and 

running on some basis this 

morning.  Talks of rebuilding 

the facility are already 

underway.   

The state Senate approved 

a bill to raise the speed limit 

on some roads to 70 mph.  

The measure now goes 

back to the assembly 

because of a change 

prohibiting the increase on 

four lane highways with at-

grade access.   



Republican lawmakers said 

yesterday’s new revenue 

numbers will help them 

narrow them focus on K-12 

education.  Majority leader 

Scott Fitzgerald said there 

should be some type of 

increase in the per-pupil 

amount given to local 

districts.  As for the $300 

million in cuts to the UW 

System included in 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

budget, all indications are 

that restoring any of that 

amount will take a 

backseat to K-12 funding.  

The Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

said yesterday there is no 

need to adjust revenue 

estimates it released earlier 

this year, projecting tax 

revenue growth of 3.7 

percent for 2013-14. 

Democrats weren’t as high 

on the news, with some 

saying the pot of gold the 

GOP was expecting never 

materialized and new 



revenue is scarce.  They do, 

however, agree K-12 

funding is on top of the list.   
 

  
Meals on wheels back up 
and running in the Lakeland 
area News 5/08/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The Meals on Wheels 

program in the Lakeland 

area is back up and 

running today.  Home 

deliveries begin again as 

the Oneida County 

Department on Aging will 

be using the Holy Family 

Church in Woodruff as the 

temporary distribution site.  

The move comes following 

the fire early Wednesday 

that destroyed the 

Lakeland Senior Center.  

The church will begin 

serving meals there on 

Monday to seniors who 

used to eat at the Center.  

More volunteers are 

needed to deliver meals 

and if you’d like to help, 

contact the Department on 

Aging at 800-379-7499. 

Beginning next year you’ll 

pay more to use Wisconsin’s 



State Parks.  The 

legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee yesterday 

signed off on a package 

raising fees for vehicle and 

trail passes plus campsites.  

Governor Scott Walker’s 

budget eliminated more 

than $4.5 million in funding 

from state general purpose 

revenues. The increased 

fees approved Thursday – 

actually larger than those 

recommended by the 

governor – will need to 

make up for much of that.  

The committee also 

supported a budget motion 

granting Florence County a 

full time district attorney.  

They’re one of three 

counties in the state without 

a full time DA.  The change 

would take place in 

January of 2017.   

High School graduation 

rates in Wisconsin are up 

over last year.  The 



Department of Public 

Instruction reports the 

statewide rate of 88.6% is 

up just over half a percent.  

Of that number, well over 

half went on to a college or 

university last fall.   

And in sports, the Brewers 

were crushed by LA, 14-4. 
 

Ashley Martinson on trial 
  
News  5/08/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Ashlee Martinson's 

boyfriend might have to 

testify against her, if a trial 

takes place on charges she 

murdered her parents. 

 Twenty-two year old Ryan 

Sisco pleaded no contest 

this week to having sex with 

the underage Martinson. He 

was placed under a 

deferred prosecution 

agreement, in which his 

charge would be dropped 

in a year if he follows 

certain conditions, one of 

which requires him to co-

operate with prosecutors 

should Martinson decide to 

take the case to trial, and 

not settle for a plea bargain 



beforehand.  The 17-year 

old Martinson is accused of 

killing her mother and 

stepfather March 8th at the 

family home near Three 

Lakes -- locking her three 

younger sisters in a 

bedroom -- and driving off 

with Sisco.   

Wausau Paper is back in 

the black.  The Mosinee-

based firm reports a net 

income of 442-thousand 

dollars from January-

through-March.  That's after 

it lost four-point-nine million 

dollars in the same quarter 

a year ago.  The firm sold or 

shut down its conventional 

paper plants in Wisconsin 

and Minnesota, including 

Rhinelander.  It's now 

producing more financially-

lucrative paper toweling 

and tissues at plants in Ohio 

and Kentucky. 

A snowy owl in northeast 

Wisconsin died from the 

same avian flu virus 



discovered on ten poultry 

farms.  The D-N-R said one 

snowy owl in Oconto 

County tested positive and 

died from the H-5-N-2 bird 

flu virus.  It's the first wild bird 

in Wisconsin reported to 

have the disease.  Most of 

the other cases occurred 

on commercial chicken 

and turkey farms, and one 

backyard flock. 
 

  
Nine year old Merrill boy in 
critical condition after ATV 
Crash News 5/11/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 9-year old Merrill boy is in 

critical condition after an 

ATV crash Saturday 

afternoon.  The Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s department 

reported the accident on 

private property off Schiller 

Road in the town of Schley.  

Officials say the boy, who 

was not wearing a helment, 

lost control of the machine, 

was thrown from it and 

struck several trees.  He was 

flown from the scene to 

Ministry St. Joseph’s Hospital 

in Marshfield.   

Meanwhile, authorities in 



Dunn County are 

investigating the crash of a 

utility terrain vehicle in the 

Town of Springbrook 

Saturday that killed a 19-

year old man and injured 

another.  Investigators say 

the victim was the 

passenger on the UTV when 

the driver accelerated 

while turning, rolling the 

vehicle and pinning the 

man.  Both were not 

wearing seatbelts.  He was 

flown to Mayo-Eau Claire 

Hospital where he was 

pronounced dead.   

The Dane County district 

attorney plans to announce 

tomorrow whether a white 

Madison police officer will 

face charges in the 

shooting death of an 

unarmed black teen. In a 

statement released 

yesterday, D.A. Ismael 

Ozanne said he was 

providing the promised 48 



hours’ notice he pledged to 

give before releasing a 

decision if Officer Matt 

Kenny will be charged in 

the shooting death of 19-

year-old Tony Robinson. 

Wisconsin’s 68th Alice in 

Dairyland was chosen over 

the weekend, with Teyanna 

Loether of Sauk City the 

new face of state 

agriculture.  She begins her 

tenure June first.  Loether 

grew up on a dairy farm 

and graduates this spring 

with a master’s degree in 

animal sciences from UW-

Madison.  She succeeds 

Zoey Brooks of Waupaca.   
 

  
Local sales taxes could be 
held steady News 5/11/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Local communities could 

charge their own sales 

taxes for transportation, 

under a bill proposed by 

Republicans in both houses 

of the state Legislature. 

Hazelhurst Senator Tom 

Tiffany and Hudson 

Representative Dean 

Knudson are proposing an 



optional half-percent sales 

tax strictly for local road 

maintenance and repairs. 

 Voters would have to 

approve the tax hikes in 

referendums.  The state 

currently returns a portion of 

its gas tax revenues to local 

governments for their road 

work -- but Tiffany says it's 

clear that more money is 

needed. 

A man killed at a trucking 

company repair shop in 

central Wisconsin has been 

identified as 29-year-old 

Michael Brock of Vesper. 

 Wood County sheriff's 

officials said Brock was 

doing mechanical work 

underneath a semi-truck 

when it rolled from a jack 

and crushed him.  Co-

workers pulled the victim 

from underneath the rig. 

 Brock died later at a 

Marshfield hospital.  Sheriff's 

deputies believe it was an 

accident.  



Governor Scott Walker is in 

Israel this week on what’s 

being called an 

educational trip for the 

potential presidential 

candidate.  He met this 

morning with Israeli 

politician and human rights 

activist Natan Sharansky to 

discuss democracy and 

freedom.  Walker also plans 

to meet with Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu and other 

government leaders as well 

as Palestinian and Israeli 

entrepreneurs.  The trip is 

paid for by the Jewish 

coalition and his national 

political group Our 

American Revival. At first, 

Walker considered the visit 

a trade mission to be 

funded by Wisconsin 

taxpayers -- but he later 

decided the trip would 

mainly be political in 

nature. 
 

  News 5/12/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30  Rhinelander’s City 



Rhinelander city 
administrater could be 
leaving  

Administrator could be 

headed for Lake Geneva.  

Blain Oborn is one of two 

finalists for a similar position 

downstate and the city 

council discussed the issue 

in closed session last night.  

He’s held the position the 

last four years. 

The president of Wausau’s 

city council is stepped 

down.  Romey Wagner 

announced the decision in 

an email to the council and 

Mayor James Tipple.  He 

does plan to remain on the 

council, first elected in 2010, 

serving as president since 

April of last year.  Wagner 

made headlines last month 

when he received a 

threatening and suspicious 

letter containing a white 

powder.  Hazmat 

investigators determined 

the substance was 

pancake mix.  The council 

will choose a new president 

after the Memorial Day 



holiday.   

Madison’s self-titled Young 

Gifted and Black group said 

in an email statement the 

group will not hold a 

demonstration today 

following Dane County 

district attorney Ismael 

Ozanne’s announcement 

regarding whether to 

charge Madison police 

officer Matt Kenny with the 

death of 19-year-old black 

teenager Tony Robinson.  

The March 6th 

shooting occurred at a 

Madison apartment after 

Kenny responded to a call 

that Robinson had been 

running in and out of traffic 

and had assaulted 

someone. Police have said 

Robinson, who was 

unarmed, also assaulted 

the officer. 

For the second time in a 

week a jackknifed semi 

rerouted traffic in the area.  

Yesterday afternoon 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/03/protests-ensue-following-officer-involved-shooting-in-madison/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/03/protests-ensue-following-officer-involved-shooting-in-madison/


Highway 8 traffic was 

blocked when a driver 

attempted a U-turn and 

ended up across stopping 

traffic by Deer Lake Road 

near Tomahawk.  Last week 

a rig blocked Highway K 

near Rhinelander, causing 

detours. 
 

 Gov. Walkers cuts  for the 
state 
 News 5/12/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 When Governor Scott 

Walker proposed cuts to 

Wisconsin Public Radio and 

T-V, he also cut funds to 

maintain the state's Amber 

Alert system.  That's what 

the non-partisan Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau said about 

the proposal to cut five-

million tax dollars from the 

Educational 

Communications Board.  It 

would leave 12 people to 

support the Amber Alert 

system, which puts out 

statewide advisories for kids 

who are missing-or-

abducted and the Fiscal 

Bureau says that’s not 

enough.  The Joint Finance 



Committee considers the 

matter today, as it 

continues to revise the 

proposed two-year state 

budget. 

A federal agency proposed 

a 193-thousand-dollar fine 

against a dairy co-op in 

northwest Wisconsin, after a 

man died there in a mishap 

last November.  The 

Occupational Safety-and-

Health Administration cited 

the Burnett Dairy 

Cooperative for safety 

violations.  Authorities said a 

52-year-old worker was 

unclogging a sump at the 

co-op's feed mill in 

Grantsburg, when he 

became engulfed in corn 

and died in the grain bin. 

 OSHA (oh-shuh) inspectors 

said the Burnett Dairy did 

not follow safety standards. 

Burnett Dairy will challenge 

the government's citations.    
The Marathon/Oneida 

County bomb squad was 



dispatched to Superior late 

yesterday afternoon after a 

man left a suspicious object 

at the front desk of a hotel.  

Staff at the Holiday Inn 

Express said the man left a 

black cylinder wrapped in 

a T-shirt for a guest but 

neither were registered.  

The concern was it may 

have been an explosive 

device so police 

evacuated the hotel and 

20 nearby homes.  The 

bomb squad found the 

device to be a non-

explosive low frequency 

transmitter.   
 

  
Charges will not be files on 
an officer in Madison 
shooting  News 5/13/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Madison’s District Attorney 

won’t file charges against a 

white police officer for 

shooting an unarmed black 

man.  In a news conference 

yesterday, Ismael Ozanne 

said, in his words, the tragic 

and unfortunate death was 

the result of a lawful use of 

police force.  Officer Matt 

Kenny shot Tony Robinson 



after responding to a 

disturbance and assault 

call.  Ozanne made a point 

of asking for peace on 

Madison streets in the wake 

of his decision. 

Republicans on the Joint 

Finance Committee 

restored more than half of 

the governor’s proposed $5 

million cut to the 

Educational 

Communications Board, 

which runs public television 

and radio, as well as public 

safety notices — like the 

Amber alert — and other 

duties.  Supporters of 

programs said the state 

media defines who we are 

while critics said more 

money should be 

generated from fundraising 

and not from taxpayer 

dollars.  

Yesterday we told you 

Wausau’s City Council 

President, Romey Wagner 

was stepping down.  He’s 



now explained why, saying 

the job was more than he 

expected, and he’s burned 

out from all the controversy 

within the council.  Some 

council decisions even 

prompted Wagner to 

receive a threatening letter 

containing a white powder.  

He’ll stay on the council, 

which expects to name a 

new president in the 

coming weeks. 

Price County’s Highway 

and Transportation 

Committee votes this 

morning whether or not to 

allow ATV’s access to more 

county roads.  Local clubs 

are looking for more places 

to travel while others worry 

about safety.  The full board 

voted yesterday to keep 

local laws the same, 

adhering to state rules for 

the off road vehicles.   
 

  
8 year old Wausau boy 
honored by city News 5/13/2015 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Madison's police chief says 

he's confident we'll see a 

"different sort of outcome" 



in the days following the 

decision not to charge 

white officer Matt Kenny in 

the shooting death of bi-

racial suspect Tony 

Robinson.  Mike Koval 

hoped protests would 

remain peaceful, and that 

Madison does not see the 

type of riots which followed 

white-on-black police 

shootings in Baltimore and 

Ferguson Missouri. 

An eight-year-old Wausau 

boy was honored as a hero 

by the City Council last 

night.  Mason Cole's mother 

had a seizure April 7th.  She 

was not responsive, and her 

two young sons were the 

only ones home.  Mason 

dialed 9-1-1 and calmly 

described his address.  But 

when officers arrived at the 

wrong door, Mason went 

out and guided them into 

the correct home Police, 

fire-fighters, and 

paramedics who 



responded were "amazed" 

such a young boy could 

handle the situation so well.  

Mom’s doing fine.  

Wisconsin is still one of the 

ten best places in the 

nation to go bicycling 

according to the League of 

American Bicyclists.  The 

group ranks Wisconsin as 

the ninth-most bicycle 

friendly state -- down from 

third a year ago.  However 

we got below-average 

marks for infra-structure, 

funding, legislation, and 

bike-related law 

enforcement.  The report 

warned that Wisconsin 

cycling would be set back 

"significantly" under budget 

measures proposed by 

Governor Scott Walker.  

Washington State is again 

Number-One. 

"Jeopardy" fans got to see 

Aaron Rodgers win his 

celebrity match yesterday. 

The Green Bay Packers' 



quarterback won 50-

thousand dollars for his 

charity, the Midwest 

Athletes Against Childhood 

Cancer.   
 

  
More healthy choices for 
food stamp recipients News  5/14/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The state Assembly 

approved bills requiring 

more “healthy choices” for 

food stamp recipients.  The 

GOP measure requires at 

least two-thirds of 

purchases made with food 

stamps be made from WIC, 

a federal list of foods for 

women, infants and 

children.  It now moves to 

the Senate and Democrats 

say even if it becomes state 

law, the tweaks to the 

FoodShare program will 

require a federal waiver – 

and that’s not going to 

happen.  The Assembly also 

passed bills to require drug 

testing for some recipients 

of certain public benefits, 

including food stamps and 

approved a Senate 

amendment to legislation 



increasing speed limits on 

many Wisconsin freeways to 

70 miles an hour. That bill is 

now ready for Governor 

Scott Walker to sign into 

law. 

Rhinelander’s City 

Administrator is leaving.  

Blaine Oborn accepted a 

similar job in Lake Geneva 

and begins in July.  He’s 

held the Rhinelander 

position nearly four years.    

Following a committee 

recommendation, the 

Oneida County Board next 

week will consider a 

compromise plan for the 

272 acres west of 

Rhinelander known as Heal 

Creek.  The site, originally 

designated for 

development as a green 

industrial park, has been 

unused for years and now 

the Hodag Sports Club, 

town of Crescent and the 

city are confident new 



ownership will protect the 

land and open it to more 

recreational use. 

Price County’s Highway 

and Transportation 

Committee yesterday 

opened the way for all 

terrain vehicles to have 

access to all county roads.  

But before ATVers can start 

their travels, local 

associations must update 

the system maps.  That’s 

expected next month.   
 

  
Change in Wisconsin 
benefits News 5/14/2015 1230p,530p 1:30 

 "With help from the 

government comes 

responsibility."  That's what 

state Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos told reporters 

yesterday, before his G-O-

P-controlled House voted to 

make food stamp recipients 

eat healthier -- and force 

certain unemployment 

benefit recipients and job 

training applicants pass 

drug tests.  All three 

measures now go to the 



Senate.   

As far as we know, Madison 

Police have not had any 

skirmishes with protesters 

opposing Tuesday's 

decision not to file charges 

in that city's white-on-black 

police killing.  However, 

another protest in the 

Madison case did stir up 

tensions one state to our 

west in Minneapolis last 

night.  Up to 100 activists 

closed two downtown 

blocks as they marched to 

the county government 

center in Minnesota's 

largest city. 

The answer to the bird flu 

outbreaks may be blowing 

in the wind.  University of 

Minnesota veterinary school 

researchers believe the H-5 

virus is being transmitted by 

the winds.  But according to 

school dean Trevor Ames, 

they have not been able to 

prove it yet.  Feed storage 

methods could also be a 



contributing factor.  The U-

of-M and other groups are 

feverishly working on a 

vaccine -- but producers 

might find it very expensive 

to vaccinate all of their 

birds.  Minnesota has seen 

dozens of turkey farms hit 

with the virus.  Wisconsin has 

had ten outbreaks in four 

counties. 

The Powerball jackpot is up 

to 110-million-dollars for 

Saturday night.  Nobody 

won the top prize last night.  

 Meanwhile, nobody won 

the record Megabucks' 

jackpot last night.  The 

Wisconsin-only lotto game 

will have a top prize of 21-

point-four million dollars for 

Saturday night. 
 

  
Lincoln Co. Sherrifs deputy 
facing charges News 5/15/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A deputy with the Lincoln 

County sheriff’s department 

faces three felonies and is 

in jail on $100,000 cash 

bond, accused of having 

sex with a 15-year old girl.  

Zachary Dorr resigned from 



the department yesterday, 

where he’s worked the last 

four years.  He’s charged 

with 2nd degree sexual 

assault of a child, child 

enticement and exposure.  

The 34-year old Dorr, from 

Wausau, has his preliminary 

hearing next Wednesday in 

Marathon County court.    

Northwoods lawmakers 

applauded the Joint 

Finance Committee’s 

support for digital learning, 

educational technology 

and broadband expansion 

for underserved schools in 

the state.  The budget 

motion passed with 

unanimous, bipartisan 

support yesterday.  

Representative Rob 

Swearingen, who chaired 

the task force 

recommending the 

initiative said rural schools 

will now benefit on state, 

national and global levels.   

Russ Feingold represented 



Wisconsin as a senator for 

18 years.  In 2010 he lost 

reelection to Republican 

Ron Johnson.  Now, he 

wants that job back.  The 

62-year old Democrat said 

yesterday he’s ready to 

serve more now than ever.  

The last two years, Feingold 

was the president’s special 

envoy to the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo in 

Africa.  Johnson stated he 

expected Feingold to 

come back. 

Minocqua’s Campanile 

Center has new 

leadership…Theresa Smith 

was named the executive 

director of the arts center 

by the board of directors.  

She spent the last ten years 

directing the Boulder 

Junction Chamber of 

Commerce.  Smith, from 

Minocqua , takes over after 

the sudden passing of 

longtime director Woody 

Woodruff last September.  



She begins her new duties 

June first. 
 

  
State welfare reform could 
happen News 5/15/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A number of Wisconsinites 

would spend less time on 

welfare, under a budget 

proposal endorsed 

yesterday by the state 

Legislature's finance 

committee.  The 12-to-4  

vote reduces the number of 

years adults can receive 

benefits under the W-2 

Welfare-to-Work program. 

 The current lifetime limit is 

five years, but Republicans 

on the finance panel 

accepted Governor Scott 

Walker's proposal to cut it to 

four years.  Federal law sets 

a five-year limit, but states 

can make it shorter. 

Fresh back from his fact-

finding trip to Israel, 

Governor Scott Walker is 

gearing up for a 

Republican trip to Iowa 

tomorrow.  It's hard to tell 

how much time he’s spent 

in Wisconsin as governor, 



and how much he's out-of-

state as a potential White 

House candidate.  Not all of 

Walker's schedules are 

disclosed. But from news 

accounts and the media’s  

tracking efforts, Walker was 

out of Wisconsin 44-percent 

of the days since January 

first.  Critics maintain Walker 

is doing "the bare minimum 

in discharging his duties as 

governor." 

Law enforcement across 

Wisconsin are mobilizing for 

the seat belt safety effort 

known as, “click it or ticket”.  

The campaign begins 

Monday and runs the rest of 

the month.  Captain Dave 

Gardner of the Vilas County 

Sheriff’s Department says 

they’re not trying to write 

tickets, they’re trying to 

save lives.  Although the 

state’s seat belt use of 85% 

is the highest ever, more 

than half the drivers and 

passengers killed in traffic 



accidents were not using 

them.  Gardner says click it 

or ticket is more than a 

slogan to officers.  It’s a life 

saving effort. 
 

 
Missing Vilas Co. hiker found  News 5/18/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Search and rescue teams in 

Vilas County found a 

missing hiker early this 

morning.  Yesterday, shortly 

before 2:00, a 911 came in 

reporting 78-year old 

Donald Gaines of Blue 

Mounds, WI was supposed 

to meet a friend at the 

parking area of the 

Katherine Wolter Wilderness 

area in Presque Isle.  He 

never showed.  The Vilas 

County Sheriff’s 

Department, assisted by 

numerous local and county 

teams took up the search 

until he was discovered just 

hours ago in good 

condition.  Sheriff Joe Fath 

thanked all who assisted in 

the search and said this 

area is fortunate to have 

those resources available 



here for emergency 

situations.   

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department is looking into 

the cause of a roll over last 

night.  The accident 

reported on Hwy 17 in Sugar 

Camp shortly after 9:00.  At 

least one person was 

injured. 

Two people are hurt after 

crashing their motorcycles 

in Lincoln County Saturday 

morning.  According to a 

news release from the 

Lincoln County Sheriff's 

Department, a report of 

two motorcycles that 

crashed at the intersection 

of Mail Route Rd. and Dam 

Rd. in the Town of Harrison 

came in around 11:40 

Saturday morning.  Officials 

said the lead bike, 

operated by a 53-year-old 

Town of Merrill man, slowed 

down for an upcoming 

gravel intersection. The rear 



bike, operated by a 45-

year-old Town of Merrill 

woman, slowed down as 

well, but lost control and 

struck the lead bike.  The 

man suffered head trauma 

and was airlifted from the 

scene. As of yesterday, 

authorities say the he is in 

stable condition. The 

woman suffered minor 

injuries.  

 

Ongoing investigation lead to 
drug arrests in Rhinelander 
 News 5/18/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

An ongoing drug 

investigation led to two 

arrests in Rhinelander.  48-

year old Richard Nitschke 

and 47-year old Andrea 

Healy are in court today 

after a search warrant at 

the home they shared on 

Margaret street, discovered 

suspected 

methamphetamines and its 

waste products.  The arrests 

are part of ongoing work by 

the Northcentral Drug 

Enforcement Group, 

Rhinelander Police and the 



Wisconsin Department of 

Justice. 

A State Patrol sergeant says 

young motorists and 

truckers are among the 

most likely not to follow 

Wisconsin's seat-belt law. 

 Starting today, most law 

enforcement agencies in 

the Badger State will step 

up their enforcement of the 

buckle-up mandate.  The D-

O-T's annual Memorial Day 

"Click It or Ticket" campaign 

runs for the next two weeks. 

 State Patrol sergeant Travis 

Wanless says lots of officers 

are getting overtime to see 

if motorists are wearing their 

shoulder harnesses.  The 

state's latest annual survey 

shows that around 85-

percent of motorists are 

complying with the buckle-

up law. 

Three-fourths of Wisconsin's 

most involved Republicans 

want their governor to be 

the national party's 



nominee for president next 

year.  But if Scott Walker is 

not part of the field, state 

G-O-P convention 

attendees would like to see 

U-S Senator Marco Rubio of 

Florida get the nod.  Three-

hundred-17 delegates, 

alternates, and other 

registered guests answered 

a straw poll from Wis-

Politics-Dot-Com -- about a 

third of the total attendees 

at the convention in La 

Crosse over the weekend. 

 If Walker's in the White 

House field, 231 Wisconsin 

G-O-P activists would 

endorse the governor. 
 
 

 
Escaped inmate back in 
Oneida Co. jail  News 5/19/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An escaped inmate is back 

in the Oneida County Jail.  

41-year old Ronald Millard 

of Eagle River, facing 

several charges for battery, 

disorderly conduct and 

domestic abuse was at the 

Howard Young Medical 

Center around noon 



yesterday for medical 

treatment when he walked 

away.  He turned himself in 

to authorities a few hours 

later and is due in court 

tomorrow. 

Democrats in the Wisconsin 

legislature want an outside 

probe of the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation. They're calling 

for a federal investigation, 

in the wake of a Wisconsin 

State Journal report that 

the owner of a Milwaukee 

construction firm received a 

half-million dollar business 

loan that Governor Walker's 

top aides had pushed for. 

The 2011 loan's recipient 

was a donor to the 

campaign of Governor 

Scott Walker, and the loan 

is now in default. 

President Barack Obama is 

banning the federal 

government from providing 

some military-style 

equipment to local police.  



The announcement is a 

surprise coming nine 

months after police in full 

body armor with armored 

trucks dispelled last 

summer's racially charged 

protests in Ferguson, 

Missouri. The White House 

suggested last year Obama 

would maintain programs 

that provide the equipment 

because of their broader 

contribution to public 

safety. 

But an interagency group 

found "substantial risk of 

misusing or overusing" items 

like tracked armored 

vehicles, high-powered 

firearms and camouflage. 

The task force also created 

new controls for a longer list 

of weapons and gear the 

federal government 

provides to police.  The 

announcements come as 

Obama is visiting Camden, 

New Jersey, one of the 

country's most violent and 



poorest cities. 
 

 
Still a bit of snow in the far 
northern part of the state News 5/19/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Just three days before 

Memorial Day Weekend 

campers head North,  part 

of Ashland County reports 

an inch of new snow along 

with other places in the 

snow belt.  Other spots in 

the north were frosty. 

 Manitowish Waters was the 

state's cold spot with 28-

degrees at seven this 

morning, with a wind-chill of 

21.  Freeze warnings are 

posted for most of the 

entire northern half of 

Wisconsin, generally from 

midnight until eight 

tomorrow morning. 

The embattled Tomah V-A 

Medical Center unveiled a 

short-term reform plan. 

 Acting director John Rohrer 

announced the 30-day 

package yesterday.  It 

comes while federal 

investigations continue into 

Tomah's reported over-

prescribing of painkillers -- 



and retaliations against 

workers who tell their bosses 

about such problems. 

 Those issues were exposed 

in early January by the 

Center for Investigative 

Journalism.  Spokesman 

Matthew Gowan said 

Rohrer is trying to move the 

facility forward, with a goal 

of providing care beyond 

its normal quality measures. 

Wisconsin Public Service 

filed an updated request to 

state regulators for a 10-

percent rate hike next year. 

 The proposal includes a six-

dollar increase in its fixed 

charge, to 25-dollars a 

month. That's after the 

same fee was raised by 

eight-dollars for the current 

year.  The utility says it 

needs the higher fixed 

charge so all customers pay 

their fair share for common 

equipment like power poles 

-- and it plans to reduce its 

energy usage charges to 



help compensate.  The 

Citizens Utility Board, says 

customers would be 

charged 300-dollars a year 

without even turning on a 

single light switch.   
 

 
Wabeno man back in court News 5/20/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The 46-year old Wabeno 

man accused of nearly 

beating another to death is 

in Forest County court.  Ray 

Jones faces five felonies 

and three misdemeanors, 

including first degree 

intentional homicide when 

he allegedly beat 40-year 

old Steven Roberts, 

breaking several bones and 

leaving him in the woods to 

die near Crandon in March 

of last year.  Jones is one of 

four people charged in the 

case, with opening 

statements and prosecution 

witnesses appearing 

yesterday.  Roberts was 

discovered nearly frozen by 

passing ATVers and 

hospitalized for weeks.  

Jones pleaded not guilty 



last May.    

Democrats in the Wisconsin 

legislature are proposing 

the measure to allow 

student loans to be 

refinanced, much like car 

loans and mortgages.  

Supporters cited figures 

showing more than 800,000 

state residents owe over 

$18 million in federal 

student loan debt alone.  

The bill calls for the 

formation of a Student Loan 

Refinancing Authority, 

which would create and 

monitor a program to buy 

education loans and 

refinance them at a lower 

rate. That would be similar 

to how the Wisconsin 

Housing and Economic 

Development Authority 

already operates.  A similar 

measure failed to advance 

during the last session of the 

legislature.  

Currently, students 



attending charter or private 

schools cannot compete in 

sports or other 

extracurricular activities in a 

public school.  A measure 

to allow that, if the activity 

isn’t already offered by their 

school, was to be added to 

the state budget by the 

Joint Finance Committee 

yesterday.  Republican 

supporters say there are 

conditions, such as 

charging students to take 

part.   
 

 
State employees to get 
benefit for insurance. = News 5/20/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

State government 

employees may have to 

wait until next year to 

receive payments for not 

taking the state's health 

insurance.  Governor Scott 

Walker's proposed state 

budget called for a two-

thousand-dollar annual 

payment to those opting 

out of the state's coverage. 

 Last night, the Legislature's 

Joint Finance Committee 

voted not to let those who 



opt-out this year get the 

stipends.  Also, employees 

could not get the payments 

if their spouse also works for 

the state. It's not known 

what type of impact the 

committee's actions will 

have. Fiscal experts say the 

state could save up to 18-

million-dollars a year or lose 

four-million, depending on 

how many workers accept 

the state's offer.  Also, the 

finance panel referred 

proposed increases in state 

employees' out-of-pocket 

health care expenses to 

another panel.  Earlier 

yesterday, the state's group 

insurance board endorsed 

higher deductibles and a 

doubling of maximum out-

of-pocket expenses.   The 

committee met into the 

early morning hours and 

voted to restore 127-million 

dollars in state public school 

aid that was cut for the next 

school year.  It added 100-



dollars per student in public 

school aid for the year 

starting in mid-2016.   

It felt more like winter this 

morning in northern 

Wisconsin.  The mercury 

dropped to 24-degrees in 

Tomahawk and Land 

O'Lakes at five a-m.  It 

dipped into the 20's as far 

south as Stevens Point.  It's 

been up to 20-degrees 

cooler than normal in parts 

of Wisconsin since Monday.  

It might not get any warmer 

than the low-70's for the 

Memorial Day Weekend, 

with thunderstorms possible 

both Saturday and Sunday. 
 

70 mph may become a 
reality on Wis. Highways 
 News 5/21/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin drivers will soon 

be able to drive 70 miles an 

hour on many highways 

across the state. Governor 

Scott Walker signed the 

measure yesterday, 

clearing the way for the 

Department of 

Transportation to raise the 

speed limit on many 



sections of the state’s 

highway and interstate 

systems, including a portion 

of I-39 south of Wausau.  

The higher speed limits will 

not take effect until 

highway signs are posted 

reflecting the change. 

The Oneida County board 

unanimously approved a 

plan to settle the issue of 

Heal Creek.  The 272 acre 

parcel, just west of 

Rhinelander will be sold to 

the Hodag Sports Club and 

the city.  The parcel was 

purchased by the county 

years ago for development 

of a green industrial park 

that never happened.  The 

deal also includes 

protecting the land and 

allowing for recreational 

access.   

Oneida County’s ATV/UTV 

trail system opens 

tomorrow.  This includes the 

trails maintained by the 

county ATV association in 



the western part of the 

town of Enterprise and the 

Little Rice ATV Riders club in 

the Little Rice and Lynne 

townships.  The Enterprise 

Campground will also 

open.  In Vilas county, new 

trails will link Eagle River and 

surrounding townships to 

adjacent routes in Forest 

County.  The new system 

was approved just 

yesterday after years of 

discussion. 

The current and future 

management of the 27,000 

acres that make up the 

Willow Flowage Scenic 

Waters area gets a public 

hearing next month.  The 

review of the new master 

plan is required by the DNR 

and will open June 4th in 

Tomahawk.   
 

Prosecuter’s wrapping up 
case 
 News 5/21/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Prosecutors are wrapping 

up their case today in the 

attempted homicide trial 

of 46 year old Raymond 

Jones of Wabeno. He’s 



accused of helping attack 

Steven Roberts, nearly 

beating him to death and 

leaving him to die in the 

woods near.  Three others 

struck plea deals in the 

incident. Forest County 

authorities said the four 

attacked the 40-year-old 

Roberts in March of last 

year apparently because 

they thought he 

inappropriately touched a 

child.  He was later found 

alive, but with a number of 

fractures and frostbite. 

Ham for Thanksgiving?  It 

probably won't come down 

to that -- but a new survey 

shows more than half of 

consumers are concerned 

about the bird flu's impact 

on the safety of turkeys, 

chickens and other poultry. 

 The national market 

research firm of N-P-D 

found 34-percent of 

consumers are somewhat 

or slightly concerned about 



the avian flu outbreak that 

hit Wisconsin and other 

states in the northern U-S. 

Another 17-percent said 

they were extremely-or-very 

concerned -- even though 

all of the poultry at the 

infected sites has been 

killed, and none of it 

entered the food chain. 

Wisconsin's had its first 

tornado.  The National 

Weather Service confirmed 

a weak twister touched 

down around 3:30 last 

Sunday afternoon about 

three miles northwest of 

Gresham in Shawano 

County. After surveying the 

area, the Weather Service 

said there was intermittent 

tree damage along a five-

mile stretch in northern 

Shawano County.  The 

storm was rated an E-F-Zero, 

the weakest in the agency's 

tornado severity scale. 

Wisconsin averages around 

two dozen tornadoes each 



year. 
 

 
Wabeno case continues on News 5/22/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The man nearly beaten to 

death and left in the frozen 

woods near Crandon for 

the wolves last March took 

the witness stand yesterday.  

Steven Roberts testified 

against Ray Jones, the 46-

year old Wabeno man 

who, along with three 

others allegedly assaulted 

Roberts for two days.  He 

was found by passing 

ATVers and hospitalized for 

weeks.  Closing arguments 

in the case come today 

and it then goes to the jury.  

Jones faces eight charges, 

five of them felonies 

including first degree 

intentional homicide, 

kidnapping and 

aggravated battery and 

could get a life sentence if 

convicted.  

A Wausau gas station was 

robbed at gunpoint early 

this morning.  Police say 

merchandise and 



undetermined amount of 

money were taken just 

before 1:30 from The Store 

on Stewart Avenue. 

They’ll leave it alone.  Joint 

Finance Committee co-

chair, Representative John 

Nygren acknowledged the 

outcry by seniors in 

response to Governor Scott 

Walker’s proposed changes 

to the SeniorCare 

prescription drug plan.   

Walker’s plan called for 

requiring SeniorCare 

enrollees to first get their 

drugs through Medicare 

Part D, with the state 

program filling the 

coverage gap. It would 

have increased premiums 

for more than 87,000 

enrollees in the program.  

Meanwhile, the committee 

is exploring a new tax on 

bicycle sales.  Republicans 

on the panel believe 

creating a sales tax on 



bikes with wheels larger 

than 20-inches would 

generated nearly two 

million dollars in the 

budget’s first year and $3.8-

million the second.  The 

money would fund bike 

path development.  

Supporters do admit it’s just 

an idea right now and the 

chance it would actually 

happen are slim. 
 

 
Gas prices taken a sharp 
rise News 5/22/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin utility regulators 

gave final approval to the 

proposed acquisition of the 

Integrys Energy Group by 

the parent firm of We 

Energies. That leaves only 

Illinois and Minnesota to 

decide on the proposed 

nine-point-one billion-dollar 

merger of Wisconsin Energy, 

and the four-state utility 

company that owns 

Wisconsin Public Service. 

 This week, regulators in 

Illinois rejected calls to 

delay the sale of Integrys in 

order to further investigate 



various matters involving 

the replacement of a 

natural gas main in 

Chicago. 

Gas prices have taken a 

sharp rise, just in time for the 

Memorial Day Weekend. 

 The Triple-"A" finds the 

average statewide price of 

regular unleaded was 2.69 

a gallon this morning,  two-

cents higher than 

yesterday. However, it's still 

about 90-cents less than a 

year ago -- and a new 

national survey shows that 

we're eating up most of 

those savings at restaurants 

and grocery stores.  Acosta 

Sales-and-Marketing says 

consumers have saved an 

average of 67-dollars a 

month over the past six 

months due to falling gas 

prices. 

If fishing is part of your 

Memorial Day weekend 

plans you should be in 

pretty good shape.  The 



cooler weather has taken 

most species deep, but the 

fish are active and hungry.  

Anglers are reminded of the 

zero walleye catch on the 

Minocqua Chain of Lakes 

that includes Tomahawk 

and Little Tom, Mid, Mud, 

Kawagasauga and the 

Thoroghfare.  Make sure to 

check signs posted at 

landings for specific 

regulations.  Muskie opens 

this weekend and while 

largemouth season is open, 

smallmouth is not.  Don’t let 

a warden remind you of 

that.   
 

 
Crash in Star Lake  News 5/25/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Several people were hurt 

following a crash in Star 

Lake Saturday afternoon.  

The Vilas County Sheriff’s 

office reported the 

accident just before 4:00 

when notified by OnStar of 

the crash on Hwy K.  

Reports indicate 51-year old 

Eric Sather of Conover 

crossed the centerline, 



colliding with a truck driven 

by 67-year old John 

Schroeder of New Holstein.  

His 67-year old wife, Jane 

was a passenger.  All three 

remain hospitalized with the 

two men flown downstate 

for further treatment.  

Alcohol is believed to be a 

contributing factor in the 

crash.   

In Tomahawk Saturday, a 

child was air-lifted to St. 

Joseph’s Hospital in 

Marshfield after being 

struck by a car.  The Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

accident about 7:00 on 

Hwy A when a 32-year old 

woman hit the child riding 

their bike on the shoulder of 

the road.  Officials say she 

was distracted after 

dropping something in her 

car.  The child was released 

from the hospital yesterday.  

The Town of Pine River Fire 

Department along with the 



DNR and sheriff’s deputies 

responded to a grass fire 

Saturday afternoon.  The 

911 call came in shortly 

after four about a fire in the 

ditch line on Hwy 64 just 

north of 17.  The flames 

were controlled before 

reaching some nearby 

woods.  The cause is 

unknown.   

The scattered showers are 

not dampening the reason 

we celebrate this Memorial 

Day.  Communities across 

central and northern 

Wisconsin are conducting 

ceremonies for those men 

and women who gave their 

lives for this country.  You’ll 

find a list of events on our 

Facebook page.   
 

 
Memorial Day is a day to 
celebrate our veterans  News 5/25/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Parents 

Association is offering some 

criticism for the way 

Wisconsin lawmakers 

approved a motion letting 

private, home-schooled 

and online charter students 



take part in public school 

athletics and activities.  W-

P-A Executive Director Larry 

Kaseman points out the late 

addition was made in what 

he calls a “sneaky” fashion, 

passing it without any 

discussion at 1:30 a-m.  The 

bill’s sponsor, State 

Representative Bob Kulp, 

had reached out last 

February to see how the 

association would feel 

about the change.  

Kaseman told the Stratford 

Republican his group would 

oppose it because it could 

lead to increased 

government controls on 

home-schooled students, 

something those parents do 

not want.  The change was 

passed anyway. 
 

Memorial Day for many is a 

time for family, barbecues, 

shopping, and weekend 

getaways. But, many also 

remember the fallen men 



and women of the Armed 

Forces.  Wisconsin 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs Secretary John 

Scocos said many troops 

have died for their country. 

“The service members that 

made this country what it is 

today, many have paid the 

ultimate price for serving 

their country.”  Since the 

Civil War, nearly 27,000 

Wisconsin troops have been 

killed in the line of duty.  The 

recently identified remains 

of a La Crosse soldier was 

buried Thursday in Arlington 

National Cemetery … 65 

years after he fought and 

died in North Korea.  “That’s 

a great tribute,” Scocos 

said, “especially on 

Memorial Day weekend 

and finally closure for that 

family.”  Only one percent 

of the current population is 

involved in the armed 

forces. That’s why, Scocos 

said, it’s especially 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/05/wisconsin-soldier-buried-at-arlington-65-years-later/


important to remember 

those who made the 

ultimate sacrifice.   

 

 
Uncertainty remains over 
transportation funding in the 
state News 5/27/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Uncertainty remains over 

transportation funding in 

Wisconsin, as the clock runs 

down on state budget 

deliberations. Governor 

Scott Walker’s proposed 

two-year state budget 

includes borrowing about 

$1.3 billion to fund road and 

infrastructure projects, but 

Republicans in both 

chambers have pushed 

back. At the same time, 

Walker has indicated 

opposition to any gas tax 

increase. Transportation is 

one of the major agenda 

items remaining before the 

legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee, which expects 

to wrap up deliberations 

this week.  The issue hasn’t 

had much luck in the past.   

Mid-Wisconsin Buses in 

Antigo will close at the end 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/02/transportation-borrowing-faces-republican-pushback/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/02/transportation-borrowing-faces-republican-pushback/


of this year.  The Wisconsin 

Department of Workforce 

Development reports the 

company lost in its bid to 

continue serving the Antigo 

district, which it shared with 

Malliette Bus Company.  

Twenty eight people will 

lose their jobs. 

Wausau’s City Council has 

a new president.  Alderman 

Rovert Mielke succeeds 

Romey Wagner in the 

position, following Wagner’s 

sudden resignation earlier 

this month.  Mielke has 

been on the council about 

two and a half years. 

Wearing blaze orange 

during hunting season is a 

safety issue, making people 

in the woods more visible.  

Now, some lawmakers want 

to add blaze pink to the 

garments that must make 

up half of what hunters 

must wear in the woods.  

Supporter say the measure 



comes in response to the 

growing number of female 

hunters in the state and the 

desire to give people 

another option while 

maintaining the concern for 

safety.  

 

 
Wisconsin folks who commit 
jobless benefit fraud could 
face a stiffer penalty News 5/27/2015 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsinites who commit 

fraud in claiming jobless 

benefits would be 

penalized more, under a 

budget measure that's 

being considered today. 

 The Legislature's Joint 

Finance Committee will 

consider making offenders 

pay surcharges of up to 40-

percent of the benefits that 

were paid out in error. 

 That's up from the current 

15-percent of benefits. 

 Fines of up to 10-thousand-

dollars would replace the 

current max of 500-dollars. 

 Fraudulent benefit-takers 

could also go to state 

prison for the first time, for 

up to five years.  The false 



receipt of unemployment 

benefits is a big problem in 

Wisconsin.  The fraudulent 

payments totaled 20-and-

a-half million dollars last 

year. 

A highway worker who died 

after being struck by a van 

at a construction site north 

of Shawano, was identified 

this morning as 30-year-old 

Derek Stampa of Shawano. 

Investigators said he was 

flagging traffic down to one 

lane on Highway 47, when 

a van driven by a 68-year-

old Hurley man struck him. 

 Stampa was taken to a 

hospital where he later 

died.    

Barring a last-second plea 

deal, actor Dustin Diamond 

will be on trial for the next 

three days just north of 

Milwaukee.  He and his 

fiancee are both charged 

in a stabbing incident last 

Christmas night at a bar in 



their current home city of 

Port Washington.  The 38-

year-old Diamond, who 

played Screech in the 

1990's T-V show "Saved by 

the Bell," is charged in 

Ozaukee County with 

felony reckless 

endangerment and 

misdemeanor counts of 

disorderly conduct and 

carrying a concealed 

weapon without a state 

permit. 

 

 
Plans to rebuild Lakeland 
senior center on hold.  News 5/28/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Joint Finance 

Committee set the stage for 

significant changes to the 

Family Care and IRIS 

programs which provide 

home care for thousands of 

elderly and disabled state 

residents. The GOP action 

will allow the Walker 

administration to apply for 

a federal voucher to 

implement changes, which 

will include combining long-

term care and regular 



preventative care within 

Family Care.  Democrats 

said any changes to the 

programs are 

unacceptable, and not 

what the public wants.   

Plans to rebuild the 

Lakeland Senior Center that 

was destroyed by fire earlier 

this month are on hold with 

the revelation there’s no 

insurance.  Administrators 

say the policy lapsed for 

non-payment of premiums 

just weeks before the fire.  

The meals program and a 

place to meet are in place 

in separate locations.  

Officials are still looking 

toward a new facility but 

fundraising now becomes 

the major issue. 

The Natural Resources 

Board approved statewide 

proposals to simplify trout 

rules, boost panfish 

populations on about 100 

lakes and bring consistency 

to some regulations on 



waters bordering 

Minnesota.  The initiatives 

were part of a larger 

fisheries rule package 

developed with extensive 

public input and would go 

into effect next year.  The 

board also approved this 

year’s deer harvest quotas 

that will include 13 

management units with no 

antlerless quota, among 

other changes.  Specific 

information is available on 

the DNR website. 

The Town of Rib Mountain’s 

planning commission 

denied a request to allow 

Kwik Trip to build another 

store, about a mile from an 

existing one on Rib 

Mountain Drive.  The final 

decision rests with the town 

board. 
 

 
Children in Waukesha Co. 
case back in the news News 5/28/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

A judge in Waukesha will 

rule in August whether two 

girls charged in the Slender 

Man stabbings will have 

their cases transferred to 



juvenile court.  Circuit 

Judge Michael Bohren 

spent the last two days 

hearing the pros-and-cons 

of a defense request to 

have 13-year-old Anissa 

Weier face a shorter 

treatment time instead of a 

long prison term.  A similar 

hearing is scheduled next 

month for 12-year-old 

Morgan Geyser.  Both are 

charged as adults with 

attempted homicide, for 

allegedly stabbing their a 

classmate 19 times a year 

ago in allegiance to the 

character Slender Man.  

The girls have not entered 

pleas to their adult charges 

yet. 

A Marshfield man could be 

heading to prison for three 

years, for running a Green 

Bay Packers' ticket scam 

costing victims over 50-

thousand dollars. Thirty-

seven year old Patrick 

Blachut pleaded no contest 



yesterday to nine Wood 

County felony and 

misdemeanor charges of 

theft by fraud.  Six similar 

counts were dropped in a 

plea deal.  Authorities said 

Blachut offered to sell hard-

to-get Packer season tickets 

to 15 business people in the 

Marshfield and Wisconsin 

Rapids areas last fall. 

 Blachut reportedly claimed 

he had connections with 

the Packers from a previous 

job. 

The Powerball jackpot is up 

to 171-million-dollars for 

Saturday.  That's after 

nobody won the top prize 

last night.  Also last night, 

nobody won the record 

jackpot in the Wisconsin-

only Megabucks lotto 

game -- so it goes up to 22-

and-a-half million Saturday. 

 The Mega Millions' jackpot 

stands at 233-million for 

tomorrow night. 
 

 News 5/29/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 Wisconsin Assembly 



State public schools could 
be losing a lot of money in 
the future 

Democrats say expanding 

the statewide private 

school voucher program 

will result in public schools 

losing up to $800 million 

over the next decade. The 

claim is based on a report 

from the non-partisan 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau, 

which looked at a provision 

added to the state budget 

last week by Republicans 

lifting the enrollment cap 

on the program and 

changes how it is funded.  

Republicans maintain 

efforts to expand voucher 

schools are because of 

growing demand for the 

program, and that parents 

should be given the 

flexibility to send their 

children to a school that 

best fits their needs.  

Democrats argued the cuts 

will devastate the future of 

public education in the 

state, and claimed 

Republicans are “selling 

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/0528popelegcouncil.pdf
http://www.wrn.com/2015/05/wisconsin-budget-panel-approves-k-12-education-package/


out” public school students 

in order to provide a boost 

to a potential presidential 

bid by Governor Scott 

Walker. 

Mercury Marine is starting 

another major expansion at 

its headquarters in Fond du 

Lac. The company broke 

ground this week on a 

planned 45,000 square foot 

state-of-the art facility that 

will be used to apply the 

anti-corrosive coating that 

protects marine engines 

and drive systems. President 

John Pfeifer said it’s the 

latest part of a $580 million 

investment in the 

community since 2009, after 

the state approved 

incentives to keep the 

outboard boat engine 

maker from moving 

operations to Oklahoma. 

The Northern Region of 

Ministry Health Care has 

new leadership.  Sandra 



Anderson of Baraboo will 

serve as the Regional vice 

president and President of 

the northern hospitals in 

Tomahawk, Rhinelander 

and Woodruff.  Her new 

duties begin July 6th. 
 

 
Gov. Walker on teachers 
credentials News 5/29/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker is 

not saying whether he'll 

support a state budget 

proposal to certify teachers 

who don't have bachelor's 

degrees.  Back in January, 

the Republican Walker said 

he wanted to let college 

graduates with "real-life 

experience" pass 

competency tests to get 

three-year licenses to teach 

in grades 6-through-12. 

 Earlier this month, majority 

Republicans on the Joint 

Finance Committee 

inserted a less restrictive 

provision.  It would not 

require college degrees to 

teach non-core academic 

subjects in grades 6-to-12 -- 

but bachelor's degrees 



would be required to get 

teaching licenses for 

English, math, social studies, 

and science.  Yesterday, 

Walker said he would look 

at the final measure that 

gets to his desk -- and he'll 

decide then what to do 

with it. No other state 

certifies K-to-12 teachers 

who don't have bachelor's 

degrees. 

You might think that a big 

airport like Milwaukee 

would have the state's 

highest percentage of 

travelers using a program 

that makes life simpler at 

the security gate.  However, 

it's the Rhinelander-Oneida 

County Airport which has 

the biggest percentage of 

fliers using the relatively new 

T-S-A "Pre-Check" program.   

The "Pre-Check," allows 

passengers to keep their 

shoes and belts on and 

they don't have to take 

laptops out of their cases, 



and their gels-and-liquids 

can stay in their carry-ons 

instead of clear bags.  The 

"Pre-Check" is offered at 31. 

 Airport manager 

Joe Brauer says the 

numbers of passengers at 

Rhinelander is up about 

five-percent from a year 

ago.   
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Plans for an off road vehicle 
park in Froest Co. on hold  
 News 6/3/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Plans for an off-road vehicle 

park in Forest County are on 

hold after a committee 

vote last night.  The 

proposed park is a four-

phase, multi- year project, 

ending up with 10,000 acres 

of public land for off-road 

vehicles, ATV’s, UTV’s and 

the like.  The Forestry 



committee will not send a 

modified comprehensive 

use plan for the land onto 

the county board.  

Supporters say the park 

would, in a short amount of 

time create hundreds of 

jobs and pump thousands 

of dollars into the economy 

while critics maintain tax 

dollars shouldn’t fund a 

private enterprise. 

The Rib Mountain town 

board took a committee 

recommendation and 

denied a request by Kwik 

Trip to build a second 

location.  The proposed gas 

station and convenience 

store was planned about a 

mile from an existing store 

on Rib Mountain Drive.  

While the board realizes 

they can use the tax 

revenue, supervisors said 

any business needs to fit 

into the affected 

neighborhood and a 24/7 

gas station wasn’t it.   



Minocqua’s planning 

commission will re-examine 

a development project 

after concerns from the 

town board.  The proposal is 

for Bayview Condominiums, 

just north of downtown on 

the lakefront along Hwy 51.  

Several issues are still 

unresolved and discussion 

will continue next Tuesday.    

A 20-year old Wausau man 

is back in court next week, 

after being arrested for an 

armed robbery Sunday 

night.  Thomas McKay is 

held on $25,000 cash bond 

after investigators said he 

used a gun and a knife to 

rob the Sugar Shack ice 

cream shop in Weston.  
 

  
“Swatting” is becoming more 
of a problem News 6/3/2015 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A dangerous harassment 

tactic known as "swatting" 

has arrived in Wisconsin.  It 

happens when somebody 

calls 9-1-1 to report a fake 

emergency -- and then law 

enforcement sends a SWAT 

team or some other heavily-



armed unit to the 

unsuspecting harassment 

target.  Marathon County 

sheriff's officials in Wausau 

say they're starting to get 

these calls.  And it can be 

deadly when a targeted 

homeowner hears an 

unexpected intruder 

busting in.  Chief Deputy 

Chad Billeb says it can lead 

to injuries or death for the 

victims and-or the officers 

involved. 

Lawmakers will need to talk 

with Governor Scott Walker 

to settle a state budget 

impasse over funding for 

new-and-improved 

highways.   Joint Finance 

Committee co-chair John 

Nygren said transportation 

is the last stumbling block to 

getting the new two-year 

budget approved.  The 

Republican Walker has 

been adamant about not 

raising the state gas tax 

and vehicle registration 



fees -- while a number of G-

O-P lawmakers oppose the 

governor's plan to borrow 

one-point-three billion 

dollars for road projects. 

 Nygren said the long-term 

solvency of the 

transportation fund would 

be affected if Walker 

continues opposing 

revenue increases two 

years from now.  He said his 

colleagues need to know 

Walker's future position now, 

to work on funding options 

and avoid a similar impasse 

in 2017. 

The push for business is on in 

Antigo.  The Langlade 

County Economic 

Development Corporation, 

downtown business district 

and CoVantage Credit 

Union are investing $75,000 

for Antigo’s Entrepreneur 

Grant Program with the 

purpose of opening new 

businesses in the 

downtown.  Applications 



are now being accepted 

and they’re available on 

the EDC website. 
 

 High speed chase through 
Forest Co. ends in drug bust.   
 News 6/4/2015 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A high speed chase 

through Forest County this 

week ends up in a drug 

bust.  Investigators with the 

Forest County Sheriff’s Drug 

Task Force attempted a 

traffic stop Monday on Hwy 

8 in the Town of Lincoln 

when the vehicle sped off.  

At some point the driver, 34-

year old Laura Kelley of 

Green Bay, tossed a bag 

out the window.  She was 

stopped a short time later.  

The bag contained crack 

and powder cocaine and 

Oxycodone pills.  She’s 

charged with possession 

with intent to deliver 

nacrotics, fleeing an officer 

and reckless 

endangerment.   

A Rothschild woman is 

dead following a house fire 

last night.  Several 

departments responded to 



the call shortly before 9:00 

on the 9000 block of Cedar 

Park Street.  The 

unidentified woman was 

found in the kitchen, where 

the fire appears to have 

started.   

Effective this week, 

Rhinelander’s warning sirens 

will only sound for the risk of 

a tornado.  They had been 

used for severe storms in the 

past but for many of them, 

while there was potential 

for severe development, 

just brushed the city.  Most 

communities sound the 

sirens only for tornado 

warnings. 

The possibility of a deal to 

have the state help finance 

a new arena for the 

Milwaukee Bucks being 

included in the state 

budget is facing 

uncertainty, as several 

Republicans in the state 

Senate indicated yesterday 



they want the issue taken 

up as standalone 

legislation.  Published 

reports show a majority of 

Republican senators said 

the issue should be 

addressed outside of the 

budget.   The project as a 

whole is getting mixed 

reviews. 

 

  
Volunteer track coach at 
Tomahawk High School 
dismissed. News  6/5/2015 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A volunteer track coach at 

Tomahawk High School was 

dismissed after charges of 

sexual assault were filed this 

week.  23-year old Colton 

Chase allegedly had sex 

with a 16-year old on 

several occasions last 

month.  The incidents were 

reported Monday and 

Chase was charged 

Wednesday.  He remains 

held on a $2500 cash bond 

and due back in court next 

week. 

Elected officials will try to 

convince taxpayers – and 

potentially skeptical state 



lawmakers – that it’s 

cheaper to keep the 

Milwaukee Bucks NBA team 

in Wisconsin, rather than 

allowing the NBA to move 

the franchise to another 

city.  Governor Scott Walker 

announced a complex 

funding proposal to 

construct a new downtown 

arena. 

The specifics of paying for 

the projected costs of the 

project – which carries a 

price tag estimated at $500 

million, were spelled out in 

a release from Walker’s 

office. 

New numbers from the 

state department of 

transportation show more 

people dying on Wisconsin 

roadways.  54 people were 

killed in traffic crashes last 

month, six more than the 

same month last year and 

five over the five year 

average.  For the year as a 

whole so far, 207 motorists 



lost their lives from January 

through May – 48 more 

than last year. 

Another sure sign of summer 

is the dust kicked up at the 

Crandon International Off-

Road Raceway with this 

weekend’s running of the 

Londerville Steel Super 

Challenge.  Track president 

Cliff Flannery said the 

event, in its third year, 

features four different styles 

of racing that include the 

high-powered off road 

vehicles, four by fours, UTVs 

and mud runs. 
 

Area woman sent to prison 
on embezzlement charges 
 News 6/5/2015 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A northern Wisconsin 

woman was sentenced to a 

year and a day in federal 

prison, for not declaring 

income from an 

embezzlement on her tax 

return. Madison District 

Judge Barbara Crabb 

sentenced 58-year-old 

Corneila Mutter of Saint 

Germain yesterday.  The I-R-

S said she embezzled over a 



half-million dollars from the 

T-A Solberg Company in 

Minocqua from 2004 to 

2010 when she worked 

there.   

For the first time in six years, 

Wisconsin's new state 

budget might not take 

effect around its target 

date of July first. 

 Republican Alberta 

Darling, the Senate's chair 

of the Joint Finance 

Committee, said it's still 

possible for lawmakers to 

pass the two-year 

spending-and-policy 

package by the end of this 

month.  The finance panel 

was hoping to finalize its 

version of the budget a 

week ago.  But Darling now 

says lawmakers must 

decide on a funding 

package for a new 

Milwaukee Bucks' arena 

that was unveiled 

yesterday.   

Wisconsinites will have a 



great opportunity to get in 

touch with nature this 

weekend, as the D-N-R 

holds its annual "free fun 

weekend."  There will be no 

admission fees at state 

parks and forests. Bicyclists 

will not need passes to ride 

on state trails.  And no 

fishing licenses will be 

needed on state waters.  In 

Rhinelander the 4-H puts on 

its annual Family Fishing Fun 

Day tomorrow at Hodag 

Park from 9 to noon.  The 

program has grown to 

hundreds of kids learning 

about the sport, safety and 

the resource.  The weather 

should be great, too. 
 

  Eagle River man sent to 
prison 
 News 6/9/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Eagle River man 

convicted of stabbing his 

pregnant girl friend is going 

to prison.  29-year old 

Andrew Rosner and his 21-

year old girl friend were 

driving home from a party 

in St. Germain in February of 

last year when they got into 



an argument.  Rosner 

ended it by stabbing her in 

the chest.  He left the car 

and woman, who drove 

herself to the hospital and 

was then airlifted to 

Marshfield.  The baby 

survived.  Rosner will serve 

15 years in prison and ten 

years extended supervision 

upon release. 

Kristopher Wilmot remains in 

custody in the Lincoln 

County Jail, charged with 

battery, resisting arrest, 

obstructing an officer, 

disorderly conduct and bail 

jumping.  The 28-year old 

Merrill man Bond is held on 

a $5,000 cash bond, 

accused of physically 

assaulting two police 

officers responding to a 

domestic disturbance 

Sunday morning.  The first 

officer was struck several 

times in the face, the other 

sustained a shoulder injury 

trying to control the 



suspect.  Wilmot’s back in 

court Friday. 

The state Senate votes 

today on a controversial bill 

to ban abortions after 20 

weeks into a pregnancy.  

Supporters of the measure 

contend it’s necessary in 

order to prevent fetuses 

from feeling pain, which 

they argue is possible after 

20 weeks. Opponents, 

including a long list of 

medical professionals who 

testified against the bill 

during a day long public 

hearing last week, argued 

that it’s not possible for a 

fetus to feel pain until after 

27 weeks into a pregnancy.  

Even if it passes, it may not 

even make it to the 

Assembly. 

  

  
Wisconsin residents could 
end up saving taxes on 
roads in the state News 6/9/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 It appears Wisconsin 

lawmakers could end up 

settling for a 500-million 

dollar reduction in state 



highway projects for the 

next two years.  The 19 

majority Republicans in the 

state Senate appear to be 

gravitating toward that 

figure.  It would be 

achieved by reducing 

Governor Scott Walker's 

budget plan to borrow one-

point-three billion dollars for 

new-and-improved 

highways.  Lawmakers of 

both parties have balked 

over that.  Even some 

Republicans have talked 

about increasing the gas 

tax or vehicle registration 

fees -- something Walker 

doesn't want on his resume 

as he considers a possible 

White House bid for 2016. 

A bill to end Wisconsin's 48-

hour waiting period for 

buying handguns is up for 

final legislative approval 

today.  The Assembly is set 

to vote on the measure, 

after the Senate passed it in 

April.  Wisconsin has had a 



waiting period since 1976, 

so the criminal 

backgrounds of 

prospective gun buyers 

could be checked.   

Supporters say modern 

technology allows checks 

to be done in hours -- so the 

two-day period is no longer 

needed.  Democrats say it 

would encourage those in 

domestic-or-other disputes 

to get weapons quickly, 

and use them while they're 

still in fits of rage.  Wisconsin 

is among ten states and 

Washington D-C to have 

some type of waiting period 

for handgun purchases. 

A body found last night in 

the Menominee River on 

the Wisconsin/Michigan 

border is believed to be 32-

year-old Brian Bush of 

Kingsford Michigan.  He was 

last seen six days ago near 

the Menominee River Park 

in Kingsford. Rescuers have 

been searching for him on 



both water and land.   
 

 Early morning storms 
rumble across the state 
 News 6/10/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Strong storms rumbled 

across northern Oneida and 

Vilas counties early this 

morning.  Shortly before 

1:00 reports of heavy rain, 

frequent lightning, winds 

over 50-mph and one inch 

were coming in.  Fallen 

trees brought down power 

lines in the Manitowish 

Waters area.  Widespread 

heavy rainfall is expected 

tomorrow afternoon into 

Friday morning with 3-

inches or more expected in 

some areas of central and 

northeastern Wisconsin. 

The victim of a head-on 

collision near Spencer 

Monday has been 

identified.  86-year old 

Shirley Wittek of Withee 

died in the crash on Hwy 13 

near Townhall Road in 

Brighton Township.  The 

Marathon County Sheriff’s 

department said heavy rain 



was a factor in the 

accident.   

Both the Wisconsin Senate 

and Assembly yesterday 

approved a proposal 

allowing off-duty and 

retired officers to carry guns 

in schools.  Current law 

generally bans people from 

possessing guns on school 

grounds as well as within 

1,000 feet of school 

grounds. The prohibition 

doesn't apply to police 

officers acting in their 

official capacity.  A similar 

measure failed in the last 

session.  The measure now 

heads to the Governor. 

A conference on Native 

American tourism in the 

state wrapped up 

yesterday in Mole Lake.  

Hosted by the Sokagon 

Chippewa Community, the 

event brought together 

tribes, business 

organizations and state 



tourism officials to 

collaborate on local and 

statewide tourism efforts.  

Tourism Secretary Stephanie 

Klett said $1.4-billion was 

generated in revenue last 

year that went for roads 

and transportation, police 

protection and schools.  

Attendees supported the 

notion of building and 

maintaining relationships as 

critical tools to success of 

communities. 

 

  
New state budget to take 
effect in 3 weeks News 6/10/15  1230p,530p 1:30 

A new state budget is due 

to take effect three weeks 

from today.  But lawmakers 

are not getting any closer 

to reaching an agreement 

on some of the major items 

in the package.  There’s no 

consensus among  

Republicans how to pay for 

new-and-improved 

highways, or the proposed 

Milwaukee Bucks' arena.  

There's also no agreement 

whether to scrap or scale 



back the prevailing wage 

law -- which pays 

contracted employees for 

public works projects similar 

wages to those for other 

such projects.  A budget 

has not even been 

submitted to the Legislature 

yet. The biggest bone of 

contention is Governor 

Scott Walker's proposal to 

borrow one-point-three 

billion dollars for highway 

work.  Republicans say the 

bonding is too much, and 

some have called for higher 

gas taxes or vehicle 

registration fees -- which 

Walker adamantly opposes. 

A program that helps 

Wisconsin schools reduce 

class sizes is one step closer 

to being phased out.  The 

Assembly voted yesterday 

to replace the long-running 

"SAGE" with the more 

flexible  “Achievement Gap 

Reduction”, something 

more flexible.  The bill now 



goes to Governor Scott 

Walker, after the Senate 

passed it last month.  SAGE 

-- the Student Achievement 

Guarantee program -- has 

long provided extra state 

aid to schools that limit class 

sizes to 18 students for one 

teacher, or 30 students for 

two in kindergarten-

through-third grade.   The 

current SAGE schools can 

keep earning extra state 

aid by offering new 

tutoring, coaching for 

teachers, and maintaining 

the SAGE class ratios.  But 

unlike the existing program, 

all grade levels would not 

have to meet the old ratios. 
  

  
Trial date set for Rhinelander 
man News 6/11/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 October 15th is the trial 

date set by Judge Michael 

Bloom in Oneida County 

Court for Shannon Wolf.  

The 40-year old Rhinelander 

man is accused of 

murdering Kenneth Wells in 

June of 2003.  A pre-trial 

conference is set for 



September first.  Wolf is 

charged with first degree 

intentional homicide in the 

case.  Wells’ body was 

found in the Wisconsin River 

days later near the River 

Walk Centre, downtown.   

An internal investigation 

within the Thorp School 

District already cost District 

Administrator James 

Montgomery his job.  

Meeting in closed session 

the school board accepted 

his resignation yesterday.  

There are no details about 

the nature of the 

investigation.  Two other 

employees, an elementary 

school secretary and district 

bookkeeper were also 

released.       

Minocqua police, alongside 

deputies with the Oneida 

County sheriff’s department 

will host a series of law 

enforcement training 

sessions at Lakeland High 



School today and 

tomorrow.  The training will 

deal with a variety of 

school related crisis 

situations, including an 

active shooter.  Sheriff 

Grady Hartman said it’s 

part of the commitment the 

departments have to 

maintain the safety of 

students and staff.   

Workshops and staff training 

takes place in Hayward on 

the 26th when conservation 

staff, consultants and 

watershed planners meet 

for the Northwest Wisconsin 

Lakes Conference.  Taking 

place at the high school, 

the day long program 

allows lake leaders, local 

government officials and 

others involved with 

protecting the water 

resources to take 

educational presentations, 

visit informative exhibits and 

network.  The conference 

features a dozen breakout 



sessions covering a wide 

range of lake-related 

topics. 
 

  
More heavy rains to hit the 
state News 6/11/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Flash flooding is possible in 

much of Wisconsin in the 

next 24 hours, as another 

round of heavy rain moves 

in with many areas getting 

2-to-5 inches of rain, with 

flooding possible on streets 

and rivers. Flash flood 

watches are in effect 

through late tonight for 

most of western Wisconsin. 

 North central and 

northeast areas have a 

flood watch from four p-m 

through tomorrow morning. 

A 20-year-old Medford man 

struck a plea deal on 

charges he fired shots near 

a high school football 

game that was stopped last 

August.  Harrison Davis 

pleaded guilty to counts of 

first-degree reckless 

endangerment and bail 

jumping.  Two charges of 

reckless use of a firearm 



were dropped, along with a 

count of shooting a gun in 

a school zone.  He's to be 

sentenced August 26th in 

Taylor County.  Authorities 

said Davis fired gunshots 

through the front door of a 

home in Medford last 

August 30th, close to where 

Medford and Chippewa 

Falls high schools were 

playing football. 

For those of a certain age, 

Habitat for Humanity stirs up 

visions of former President 

Jimmy Carter pounding 

nails while building homes 

for families in need. The 

program Carter helped 

start over 30 years ago has 

stretched to places big and 

small.  And the homes 

themselves are getting a lot 

more energy-efficient.  In 

Rhinelander, the local 

Habitat for Humanity will 

dedicate its 19th home this 

month -- and this one will 

have solar panels.  Program 



director Bob Davis says the 

previous Habitat home in 

Hazelhurst can be heated 

for only 300-dollars a year.   
 

  
Lakeland school 
superintendant resigns  News 6/12/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Lakeland Union High 

School District 

Superintendent Dr. Todd 

Kleinhans has resigned.  The 

school board accepted his 

resignation Wednesday.  

The former high school 

principal spent 13 years with 

the district, taking the 

superintendent’s job in 

2008.  Recent actions by 

Kleinhans, including a 

reprimand and discipline 

handed down by the board 

earlier this year, prompted 

the decision.  The board 

looks to name an interim 

director and layout plans 

for a replacement later this 

month. 

 

The author of a bill dealing 

with qualifications to teach 

in Wisconsin public schools 

is proposing changes to the 



provision. Irma Republican 

State Representative Mary 

Czaja said she’ll rewrite the 

provision before work on 

the budget is completed.  

Original language allowed 

hiring anyone with a 

bachelor’s degree to teach 

core subjects, without any 

formal teacher training. 

Bond was continued and 

34-year old Zachary Dorr, a 

former Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Deputy remains in 

jail.  He’s charged with 

second degree sexual 

assault of a child, child 

enticement and exposure.  

Dorr was arrested last 

month, accused of having 

sex with a 15-year old girl at 

his home in Wausau.  He 

remains in custody on a 

$25,000 cash bond and 

Judge Greg Grau bound 

him over for arraignment 

and trial at yesterday’s 

motion hearing.   

 



Work begins this summer on 

a new medical clinic on 

Wausau’s West Side.  

Ministry Health Care 

announced the project as 

a first step to expand 

healthcare services to 

central and northern 

Wisconsin.  The new three 

story, 50,000 square foot 

clinic will be located along 

Westwood Drive, near 

Bridge Street and I-39.  

Officials say it will take 

about a year to complete.     
 

  
Lincoln Co. officials 
announce arrests in home 
invasion robberies News 6/15/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office reports the arrest of 

four people following a 

home invasion robbery 

north of Tomahawk.  

According to officials the 

suspects went to a home 

on Deer Lake Road the 

morning of March 25th and 

used a hatchet and 

crowbar to gain entry.  They 

encountered the residents, 

injuring one but weapons 

were drawn and the 



suspects fled.  Arrested 

were 20-year old Dalvin 

Sanders, 24-year old 

Christopher Mason and 28-

year old Chad Staehle, all 

of Tomahawk and 26-year 

old Nicholas Cliver of Merrill.  

Charges range from armed 

robbery and burglary to 

battery and bail jumping.   

Sanders, Mason and 

Staehle remain in the 

Lincoln County Jail on a 

$25,000 cash bond. Cliver is 

currently being held in the 

Marathon County Jail on a 

probation hold and a 

separate felony case.     

Michael Switalski will be 

sentenced this morning, 

after being convicted of 

having child pornography.  

The 51-year old former 

teach and soccer coach at 

Wausau Newman agreed 

to plead guilty to ten 

counts and had 22 others 

dismissed.  The materials 

were found in his home in 



March of last year.  He’s in 

Marathon County Court at 

nine this morning. 

More than 50 National 

Guardsmen are helping to 

build a new athletic 

complex in Mosinee.  

Members of the 229th 

Horizontal Engineer 

Company are clearing 

ground this week for what 

will become nine baseball 

and two football fields.  The 

project has been years in 

the making and members 

of the athletic association 

said without this help, 

they’d still be waiting.  The 

troops return for more work 

later this summer.   
 

  
Avian flu on the nations 
poultry industry News 6/15/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 In a few weeks, we'll learn 

more about the impact of 

the avian flu on the nation's 

poultry industry.  U-S Senate 

Ag Committee chairman 

Pat Roberts of Kansas 

scheduled a hearing for 

July 7th.  Wisconsin and 

other states in the Upper 



Midwest have been hit hard 

by the bird flu, it's 

responsible for the deaths 

of 47-million turkeys and 

chickens nationwide.  The 

U-S-D-A has reduced its 

forecasts of turkey-and-egg 

production due to the virus. 

 Wisconsin recorded the H-

5-N-2 bird flu on ten farms 

since mid-April. 

House Ways-and-Means 

chairman Paul Ryan of 

Janesville made another 

push over the weekend for 

the "fast track" trade bill.   

The Republican Ryan 

remains convinced the 

package would strengthen 

the economy and create 

jobs.  He's also optimistic the 

matter would be 

reconsidered this week. 

 The bill would give the 

president the authority to 

negotiate global trade 

deals that Congress could 

only vote up-or-down, with 

no changes.  On Friday, the 



House dealt a major blow 

to the bill, by rejecting a 

required provision renewing 

federal assistance for 

workers who lose their jobs 

due to free trade 

agreements.  Yesterday, 

Ryan said he was shocked 

over the decision by House 

Democrats and fellow 

Wisconsinites Reed Ribble, 

Sean Duffy, and Jim 

Sensenbrenner to reject the 

measure.  Governor Scott 

Walker, a likely G-O-P 

presidential candidate for 

2016, has come out in 

support of the trade bill. 

It’s been illegal to text and 

drive in Wisconsin for nearly 

five years, but people are 

still doing it.  In fact, the 

practice ranks higher than 

drinking and driving.   

 

 Northwoods restaurant 
destroyed by fire 
 News 6/16/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A popular northwoods 

restaurant was destroyed 

by fire early yesterday.  A 



passing motorist on Hwy 51 

reported the blaze at The 

Café Holiday in Hazelhurst 

about 2:15 yesterday 

morning.  The cause is 

unknown but suspected to 

be electrical in nature.  

Flames were already 

through the roof when 

firefighters arrived.  

Hazelhurst and Minocqua 

fire departments were on 

scene more than seven 

hours.   

One person was hurt after a 

traffic accident yesterday 

afternoon on Rhinelander’s 

east side.  A truck and car 

collided at the intersection 

of the Hwy 17 bypass and 

North Shore Drive shortly 

after 1:00.  The injuries were 

not serious.  

A former Wausau Newman 

teacher and coach will 

serve prison time for having 

child pornography.  51-year 

old Michael Switalski was 

sentenced yesterday to 



three years with five years 

extended supervision upon 

release.  In March he 

pleaded guilty to ten 

counts of possession the 

materials.  22 other counts 

were dropped in plea 

bargain.   

The new 70 MPH speed limit 

signs are going up today 

and tomorrow on some 726 

miles of Interstate highway.  

The DOT reminds drivers to 

be aware of workers on the 

roadside installing the signs.  

Lawmakers approved 

legislation last month 

authorizing the increase to 

the maximum speed limit 

on roadways where 

agency staff felt faster 

travel would not impact 

safety. 

Wausau businesses have 

been complaining for some 

time about the problems at 

the 400 Block downtown.  

Loitering, drinking and 

aggressive behavior are 



common occurrences and 

business leaders and the 

police are working on 

solutions without changing 

policies already in place.   
 

  
WE Energies getting some 
heat News 6/16/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 We Energies is getting some 

heat for not using its new 

bio-mass power plant near 

Wausau as much as it 

expected.  The Milwaukee-

based electric utility 

teamed up with the Domtar 

paper mill in Rothschild to 

open the plant in late 2013. 

 We Energies expected it to 

be used 45-percent of the 

time last year -- but it only 

ran 16-percent of the time. 

 In December, the plant 

was shut down for six 

months for repairs while it 

was covered under 

warranty -- which the utility 

said was a prudent thing to 

do. The plant burns wood 

waste and saw-mill scraps. 

 It provides steam for 

Domtar's factory, while 

helping We Energies meet 



its state-mandated 

requirements for producing 

electricity from renewable 

sources.  The Citizens Utility 

Board says that unlike We 

Energies' other plants, 

customers keep paying for 

fuel for the bio-mass plant 

even when it's not running.   

Wood County officials are 

investigating an accident 

early today when a fuel 

tanker left Hwy A near 

Wisconsin Rapids and 

tipped over.  The crash 

happened just before four 

this morning.  The rig was 

carrying 88-hundred gallons 

of fuel, none of which was 

spilled. 

Almost 900 Wisconsin high 

school juniors are spending 

the week learning how their 

state-and-local 

governments operate.  The 

state American Legion is 

holding its 74th Badger Boys 

State program in Ripon. 

 The boys are setting up 



their own local-and-state 

offices and governing 

bodies that do everything 

from passing ordinances, to 

balancing a budget, to 

amending the Boys' State 

constitution.  Badger Boys' 

State runs through the end 

of the week. 
 

  
Young boy dies in ATV 
accident News 6/17/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 12-year old died in an 

ATV accident Monday 

night.  The Portage County 

Sheriff’s Department is 

investigating the crash just 

before 7:30 in the town of 

Sharon.  The boys’ 11-year 

old sister was also injured 

and airlifted to St. Joseph’s 

hospital in Marshfield.  Her 

condition and the names 

have not been released.    

Republican leaders in 

Madison are still negotiating 

key issues in the state 

budget, and it remains 

unclear when the plan will 

be ready for a vote.  

Transportation funding, a 



financing plan for a 

Milwaukee Bucks arena, 

and a repeal of the 

prevailing wage are three 

areas Republicans have 

been trying to work out a 

deal on. Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos said yesterday 

“all three of those are 

working their way through 

the process, but they’re 

thorny and difficult to get 

to.”  Just how close 

majority Republicans are to 

an agreement remains 

unclear. Speaking with 

reporters, Vos could not say 

when the Joint Finance 

Committee will wrap up its 

work on the budget or 

when it might meet again.   

Vos did say though that 

they are trying to pass the 

budget before a July 1st 

deadline. 

A provision added to that 

budget would allow the 

Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa 



Community College to 

authorize charter schools in 

six northern Wisconsin 

counties.  LCO College 

could authorize charter 

schools in Ashland, Bayfield, 

Price, Rusk, Sawyer, and 

Washburn counties.  Four 

other authorizers would be 

created in other parts of 

the state.  Supporters say it 

gives students more 

choices, while opponents 

say it will hurt public 

schools. 
 

  
Oneida Co. board met 
yesterday Nes 6/17/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Oneida County Board 

yesterday voted 14-4 to ask 

the legislature’s Joint 

Finance Committee to drop 

a last-minute budget item 

in which shoreland zoning 

along lakes and rivers 

would fall under state 

standards, a measure 

inserted by Senator Tom 

Tiffany.  The Hazelhurst 

Republican says it creates 

much needed uniformity in 

the state.  Oneida county 



maintains it would create 

more development and 

dirtier water by prohibiting 

tougher rules than the 

state’s minimum standards.  

Supervisors also said it’s 

another Madison back door 

effort to seize local control.   

The British prime minister 

denies telling Governor 

Scott Walker he's critical of 

President Obama's 

leadership.  Walker 

reportedly told Republican 

donors at Mitt Romney's 

summit in Utah last week 

David Cameron privately 

expressed concerns about 

the direction of America's 

leadership.  That was back 

in February, when Walker 

visited Ten Downing Street 

during his trade mission to 

the United Kingdom. 

 However, a British 

spokesperson said 

Cameron "did not say that, 

and does not think that." 

The Rhinelander Area Food 



Pantry received a $2000 

grant from Wisconsin Public 

Service in support of their 

efforts to reduce energy 

costs.  The funds more than 

cover their share of a Focus 

on Energy upgrade of 

interior and exterior lighting.  

WPS officials made the 

presentation saying the 

organization benefits the 

community and betters the 

life of its neighbors.  The 

food pantry was able to 

replace all their 

incandescent bulbs with 

LEDs and older fluorescent 

fixtures with new, energy 

efficient models, cutting the 

number in half but 

increasing the lighting.  The 

estimated savings is over 

$1100 per year.   
 

  
State ranks low in private 
sector job growth  News 6/18/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 New government figures 

show Wisconsin ranked 38th 

in the nation last year for 

private-sector job growth.  

The Quarterly Census of 

Employment and Wages 

http://www.bls.gov/cew/
http://www.bls.gov/cew/


released by the U.S. Bureau 

of Labor Statistics an 

increase of just over 1.5 

percent for 2014, well 

below the national rate of 

2.6 percent.  The numbers 

also provide a look at job 

growth for the first four years 

Governor Scott Walker was 

in office. The governor had 

pledged to help the state 

create 250,000 jobs during 

his first term, but the final 

total came in at just over 

half that figure. 

Hwy 8 traffic west of 

Rhinelander will be 

funneled to one lane 

today.  Railroad crews will 

close the eastbound lane 

between the airport and 

American Plastics to work 

on the crossing, much like 

they did on Phillip Street 

behind the papermill this 

week.  The work should be 

complete by the end of the 

day.   

The Lincoln County 



Fairgrounds in Merrill played 

a big part in bringing in 

some $50-million in tourism 

money to the area.  With 

the city buying the property 

later this year, and 

recognizing its use is more 

than just for the fair, the 

Chamber of Commerce is 

working to rename and 

remarket it by holding a 

contest.  People are asked 

for their ideas for a new 

name, without using a 

reference to the fair.  Once 

the top three suggestions 

are chosen, a vote will be 

taken, at $5 a ballot, for the 

new name, with all 

proceeds going to the 

property.  The contest ends 

July third. 
 

  
Lakeland Senior Center 
continues rebuilding  News 6/19/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A bill at the Capitol makes 

it easier for parents to opt 

out of having their kids take 

certain statewide tests at 

school.  Under the measure, 

schools would be required 

to send a letter to parents 



once per year — listing all 

scheduled state-mandated 

standardized tests, 

explaining the purpose of 

the exams, and detailing 

how to opt out.  Supporters 

of the measure say they’re 

not trying to drop 

standardized tests but look 

to get rid of inconsistencies 

in the process.   

A number of area 

businesses and residents are 

donating equipment and 

manpower as the 

rebuilding effort continues 

at the Lakeland Senior 

Center in Woodruff.  The 

building was destroyed by 

fire last month and the 

demolition and cleanup is 

moving forward.  Just 

yesterday several 

companies stepped up 

removing waste material 

and debris.  Even the 

Oneida County Landfill isn’t 

charging for the disposal.   



Park City Credit Union is 

expanding in Merrill.  Plans 

are underway to put up a 

new, full service branch on 

the city’s east side near 

Hwy 51.  Officials noted the 

need for services across 

town and plans for the new 

facility show it opening in 

late fall.   

 

Strawberry growers in the 

state have gone through a 

couple lean years but the 

crop this season has a 

steady stream of visitors to 

the fields.  Recent, 

prolonged cold weather 

and insects have been 

affecting the crop but this 

year the conditions were 

nearly perfect.  Area 

growers note the return of 

whole families taking to the 

fields to pick fresh berries.  

This weekend appears to 

be the peak time to pick. 
 

  
Diver find body of boy who 
drowned News 6/22/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Lincoln County divers found 

the body of a 13-year old 



boy who drowned in the 

Wisconsin River yesterday.  

The boy was swimming with 

family at Otts Park in Merrill 

about 3:30 when he went 

under.  He was found about 

four hours later.  Authorities 

say swift currents may have 

contributed as they even 

hampered divers during the 

search.  The name of the 

victim has not yet been 

released. 

Motorists around county 

highway X in Weston will 

find traffic rerouted by 

construction beginning 

today.   According to the 

Marathon County Highway 

Department, Hwy  X 

between County Road Z 

and State Road 52 will be 

closed at least three weeks.  

Detours will be posted.  A 

detour will be posted using 

County Road Z to County 

Road J To State Road 52.   

Wisconsin Court of Appeals 



Judge JoAnne 

Kloppenburg announced 

she is a candidate for the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court. 

The election will be in April 

of 2016 for the seat 

currently held by Justice N. 

Patrick Crooks.  

Kloppenburg was an 

unsuccesful candidate for 

the state’s high court in 

2011, a contetious election 

which pitted her against 

Justice David Prosser. She 

conceded following a 

recount.  A Supreme Court 

spokesman said Crooks had 

no comment. 

Much of the listening area 

could be in for some stormy 

weather today.  Forecasters 

are tracking a band of 

severe storms expected to 

move across the state to 

north central Wisconsin later 

this morning into the 

afternoon.  Heavy rain with 

hail and damaging winds 

could accompany these 



storms.  Stay with this station 

for the latest weather 

information. 
 

  
Another round of showers for 
today: News 6/22/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Two lawmakers want to 

close a loophole in 

Wisconsin’s drunk driving 

law affecting those taking a 

sobriety test before starting 

their vehicle.  Republican 

Senator Van Wanggard of 

Racine and GOP 

Representative Dave 

Heaton of Wausau say 

those drivers only get 

citations when they're 

caught using other vehicles 

without the interlock 

devices.  They want to 

close that loophole by 

creating special drivers' 

licenses with "Ignition 

Interlock Restrictions." 

 Current law allows drunk 

drivers to re-offend by using 

somebody else's vehicle.  A 

variety of police, medical, 

and anti-drunk driving 

groups have come out in 

favor of the measure.   



The second round of 

showers and storms are 

rumbling through much of 

the listening area this 

afternoon and will stretch 

into tonight.  Storms with 

pea-sized hail and 45 mph 

winds whipped through 

Douglas and Bayfield 

counties earlier today.  Stay 

with the station for the latest 

weather information. 

When you hear the words 

"fish sticks," don't assume it's 

what you'll have for dinner. 

 "Fish sticks" is also a term 

representing a growing 

trend in Wisconsin waters. 

 Larger numbers of fallen 

trees are being placed in 

lakes and streams, so fish 

can use them for habitat. 

 State D-N-R fisheries' 

biologist Scott Toshner says 

a tree can live for a 

century, and then spend at 

least another 100 years 

helping fish populations in a 

variety of ways like 



providing a place for 

spawning or protection 

from preditors.  The state 

approved general permits 

a couple years ago, which 

made it easier to develop 

tree projects in Wisconsin 

lakes.  The state provides up 

to 75-percent funding.   
 

 
Many area homes without 
power yesterday 
 News 6/23/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Nearly 12,000 homes and 

businesses across central 

and northern Wisconsin 

were without power at the 

height of yesterday’s storms 

that blew across the state.  

That number early this 

morning was down to just 

over 2000.  Several fires 

were sparked by tree limbs 

down over wires as crews 

from Wisconsin Public 

Service are still out repairing 

the damage.  The utility 

cautions people to be 

careful if clearing debris 

and there are power lines 

down and recommend 

waiting until the repairs are 

made.   



A Lac du Flambeau woman 

was hospitalized yesterday 

when a falling branch from 

a storm hit her in the head.  

The incident was reported 

by her husband about 

11:30.  The woman was alert 

when the ambulance 

arrived according to the 

Vilas County Sheriff’s 

Department but she 

complained of head and 

back pain. 

The drowning victim in 

Merrill Sunday has been 

identified as Damon 

Johnson of Mosinee.  The 

13-year old boy was 

swimming with family in the 

Wisconsin River at Ott’s Park 

when he went under.  He 

was found a couple hours 

later. 

Wisconsin lawmakers are no 

closer to a state budget 

today than they were 

yesterday and there are 

renewed calls to remove 

plans for a new arena for 



the Milwaukee Bucks.  

Republican Senators are 

pushing for the $500-milion 

to be considered as a 

stand-alone item.  Senator 

Steve Nass of Whitewater 

said it doesn’t belong in the 

state’s two year spending 

plan.   He also says we can 

still function as a state, pay 

our bills and move forward 

even if the budget isn’t 

done by July first. 
 

 
Gov. Walker agrees with 
removal of Confederate flag 
from S. Carolina capital News 6/23/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he agrees with the decision 

to remove the confederate 

flag from the grounds of 

South Carolina's state 

capitol.  Republican 

Governor Nikki Haley said 

yesterday the flag should 

be removed, after the 

alleged Charleston church 

killer was said to embrace 

the flag as a symbol of 

white supremacy.  The flag's 

presence at the Capitol 

stirred up a debate over 

whether it should be 



removed. 

Republican leaders of both 

houses met again late 

yesterday with key 

lawmakers to try-and-

resolve the party's three-

and-a-half week old 

impasse over the new state 

budget.  During a break in 

the closed-door meeting, 

insiders said progress was 

being made and there’s 

optimism a deal could be 

reached soon.  And it 

remains possible that the 

Joint Finance Committee 

could meet this week to 

finalize a budget that 

majority Republicans in 

both the Assembly and 

Senate could accept. 

More kids across the 

country are using e-

cigarettes than any other 

tobacco product, including 

conventional cigarettes.  A 

new study from the US 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention finds use of 



the devices rose nearly 10% 

in the last year among high 

schoolers and that’s a 

statistic alarming local 

officials.  Vilas County 

Tobacco Coordinator 

Kelley Moran says it’s 

frustrating to see the 

progress made in reducing 

youth and adult tobacco 

use be threatened by the 

increasing popularity of 

these unregulated 

products.  She said the 

heavy TV and radio 

advertising as well as fruit 

and candy flavors may be 

contributing to the higher 

use rates.  
 

 
Storms that caused power 
outages in the state News 6/24/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin Emergency 

Management officials are 

detailing more of the 

damage done by severe 

thunderstorms that swept 

across southern portions of 

the state Monday. 20 

homes and 30 farm 

buildings were either 

destroyed or severely 



damaged in Grant County, 

while another 300 homes 

had moderate-to-minor 

damage. Meanwhile, it 

took almost 30 hours of 

work from about 70 crews 

to get the lights back on 

across north central parts of 

the state.  At its peak nearly 

12,000 were in the dark. By 

yesterday morning, about 

1,700 still did not have 

power. WPS said it took 

longer because most line 

repairs only restored power 

to one or two customers at 

a time. 

Republican lawmakers 

continue to work behind 

closed doors on the state 

budget, although it remains 

unclear whether they’ll 

wrap up their work before 

the state’s current fiscal 

year ends Tuesday.  Senate 

Republican Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald remains optimistic 

both chambers could pass 



a bill before next week. 

Transportation spending, 

funding for a Milwaukee 

Bucks arena and a repeal 

of the prevailing wage still 

need to be sorted out, 

before a vote on the 

budget. 

State troopers in Wisconsin 

have a new contract, 

almost.  Both the senate 

and assembly need to 

approve the pact that 

would give troopers a 3 

percent raise for fiscal year 

2014 and again for fiscal 

year 2015. The money 

would be paid through 

retroactive lump sums and 

the new rates would remain 

in effect going forward. In 

exchange the troopers 

would have to pay more for 

their health insurance.   

 

 
Future of downtown Wausau 
mall in doubt  News 6/26/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The decision by the U.S. 

Supreme Court yesterday to 

protect subsidies paid 



under the Affordable Care 

Act drew a range of 

responses.  The ruling means 

residents of states that 

operate under the federal 

health care exchange 

system can continue to 

collect subsides to pay for 

their care. Had the court 

struck down that portion of 

the law, advocates worried 

that over 180,000 Wisconsin 

residents could have lost 

their ability to pay for health 

care coverage.  Governor 

Scott Walker said the ruling 

demonstrated the need for 

Republicans in Congress to 

“redouble their efforts to 

repeal and replace this 

destructive and costly law.”  

Several Republican 

lawmakers in the state 

joined the governor in 

calling for continued efforts 

to repeal ObamaCare.  

Democrats and many 

health care advocates said 

the decision “ensures that 



access to health coverage 

will continue for tens of 

thousands of Wisconsinites 

whose freedom was put 

needlessly at risk.” 

The future of the downtown 

Wausau Center Mall has 

been in doubt for some 

time, now, a proposal has 

surfaced to address that.  

Tennessee-based CBL and 

Associates, who own the 

mall will continue to meet 

with city officials, behind 

closed doors to discuss 

details, which could be 

made public later next 

month. 

Snowmobilers will need trail 

passes to run next season.  

In addition to registering 

your sled, the new trail 

passes will run $30, unless 

you’re a member of a club 

affiliated with the 

Association of Wisconsin 

Snowmobile Clubs, then it’s 

$10.  The increase will help 



fund the development and 

maintenance of the state’s 

trails.   

 

Residents in Crescent urged 
to boil water before using it 
 News 6/29/15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Residents in the town of 

Crescent should boil their 

water before using it and 

anything prepared with it 

should be discarded.  The 

Oneida County Health 

Department discovered 

coliform bacteria in the 

water following a routine 

test of the water late Friday.  

Work to disinfect the spring 

is underway and residents 

are urged to boil water or 

use bottled water until the 

new samples are clean. 

A 43-year old man died 

after a fight over a mutual 

girlfriend.  40-year old Jerry 

Schnabl of Milwaukee is in 

the Marathon County Jail, 

arrested Saturday after a 

fight at an apartment in 

Wausau Friday night.  

Investigators said the two 

men fought over a woman 



they both wanted to date.  

The victim couldn’t be 

revived and his name is not 

being released.  

Plans for a proposed hog 

megafarm near Ashland 

are meeting resistance.  An 

Iowa business is looking to 

open a nearly $18-million 

farm a few miles from the 

city near Chequamegon 

Bay.  Opponents say there’s 

potential for millions of 

gallons of manure will end 

up polluting Lake Superior.  

The EPA will review the 

project because of the size 

of the farm and concerns 

raised by neighboring 

Indian tribes.  The DNR also 

rules this week if an 

environmental impact 

statement is required.   

The White House confirmed 

President Barack Obama 

will visit Wisconsin this week.  

The only details of the trip 

state he’ll visit the LaCrosse 

area Thursday for an event 



on the economy.  It’s 

Obama’s first trip to the city 

in over a decade.   
 

 
Gov. Walker speaks on 
some issues News 6/29/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin's Scott Walker 

wants his fellow governors 

and national leaders to 

assure Americans that the 

government will not force 

them to do what violates 

their religious beliefs.  The 

Republican governor was 

among the first to bring up 

the subject on Friday, after 

the U-S Supreme Court 

legalized gay marriage 

nationwide.  Other likely G-

O-P presidential hopefuls 

followed suit.  An A-P/G-F-K 

poll in April found that over 

8-of-10 Republicans 

believed it was more 

important to protect 

religious freedom than gay 

rights.  

The state's largest electric 

and natural gas utility gets 

a lot larger today, when 

Wisconsin Energy finalizes its 

nine-point-one billion dollar 



purchase of the Integrys 

Energy Group.  The 

Milwaukee-based We 

Energies will become 

partners with the Wisconsin 

Public Service Corporation 

of Green Bay -- although 

both will keep their 

separate identities.  The 

same is true for four natural 

gas utilities that Wisconsin 

Energy will acquire, located 

in Minnesota, Michigan, 

and northern Illinois. 

 Starting tomorrow, the 

expanded parent 

company will change its 

name from Wisconsin 

Energy to W-E-C Energy 

Group.  The acquisition 

makes Wisconsin Energy the 

nation's eighth-largest 

natural gas company. 

A land preservation group 

spent just over a million-

dollars to buy a 155-acre 

religious retreat.  The Sisters 

of the Sorrowful Mother sold 

its Spirit Lake Preserve to the 



Ozaukee-Washington Land 

Trust.  A state Stewardship 

grant of 600-thousand 

dollars helped buy the land 

-- which includes a pond, a 

forest, and grasslands.  The 

Sisters of the Sorrowful 

Mother developed a 

network of hospitals in 

central and northern 

Wisconsin which later 

become known as Ministry 

Health Care. 
 

 
Ashlee Martinson to be 
examined by a psychologist News 6/30/a15 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Ashlee Martinson will now 

be examined by a 

psychologist, after pleading 

not guilty by reason of 

mental disease or defect.  

The 17-year old is accused 

of killing her mother and 

step-father in early March in 

their home near Three 

Lakes.  Three children at 

home at the time were 

locked in a bedroom.  

Martinson’s charged with 

two counts of the first 

degree intentional 

homicide and three counts 



of false imprisonment.  

Investigators said Martinson 

shot 40-year old Thomas 

and stabbed 37-year old 

Jennifer Ayres because 

they were unhappy about 

who she was dating.  She 

remains jailed on a $750,000 

cash bond and is back in 

court in September. 

First degree reckless injury 

and aggravated battery, 

the charges against 40-year 

old Jerry Schnabl.  The 

Wausau man is accused of 

beating 43-year old George 

Diver to death in a fight 

over a woman both men 

wanted to date.  Schnabl is 

in the Marathon County jail, 

held on a $250,000 cash 

bond.  The altercation 

occurred at an apartment 

in the city Friday night.  

Diver didn’t seek medical 

attention immediately and 

was found Saturday 

afternoon with numerous 



cuts, bruises and broken 

bones.  Exactly what 

caused his  death is still 

under investigation. 

Repair work on Lincoln 

Street in Rhinelander is 

already underway and a 

public hearing tomorrow 

will detail more about the 

project.  The work includes 

replacing all five lanes of 

pavement begging where 

it widens at Evergreen 

Street out to Eisenhower 

Parkway.  Work is scheduled 

to begin after the Hodag 

Country Festival in mid-July 

and be completed in 

September.  The meeting at 

City Hall is set for 6pm.  

 

 
Corn and ethanol producers 
say Wisconsin needs to be 
heard News 6/30/15 1230p,530p 1:30 

Corn and ethanol 

producers say Wisconsinites 

need to be heard, as the 

federal E-P-A considers 

reducing the amount of 

renewable fuels required in 

gasoline. The Wisconsin 



Corn Growers' and Bio-

Fuels' associations asked 

the agency to hold a 

second public hearing -- 

this one in the Badger State 

-- on its plan to adjust the 

Renewable Fuels Standard. 

 A hearing last Thursday in 

Kansas City was the only 

one the E-P-A planned to 

have before making a 

decision in November. 

In related news, state 

officials are still trying to 

determine how a U-S 

Supreme Court ruling will 

affect Wisconsin power 

plants and their toxic 

chemical emissions. 

 Yesterday, the justices 

ruled the E-P-A did not 

consider business costs, 

when it first drafted 

regulations on mercury and 

other toxins from coal-and-

oil-fired power plants. 

 Those costs were 

considered later, when the 

E-P-A wrote standards for 



reducing those emissions by 

90-percent.  However, the 

justices said that was too 

late.   

If you haven't voted in four 

years, the state government 

is checking to see if you're 

still here -- or if you're still 

interested.  The 

Government Accountability 

Board mailed postcards to 

almost 100-thousand 

registered voters who have 

not cast a ballot since mid-

2011.  The postcards are 

called a "Notice of 

Suspension,"  asking voters if 

they want to remain on the 

statewide voter list.  They'll 

have a month to return the 

postcards.  Those who don't 

will have their names 

removed from the list, and 

they'll have to re-register if 

they want to vote in the 

future.   
 

 
Interview Phone 6/4/15 835a 3 minutes 

Talked to Judy Jurries from the St. 
Germain Chamber of Commerce about an 
upcoming “Art Walk In The Park”, raising 
money for local charities 



 

 


