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KBYU-TV Quarterly Program Topic Report 
October, November, December  

2007 
 Key: Military Time Used 
 Types of Programs: D = Documentary  C = Call-in 
    N = News Interview/ Segment O = Other 
 
Issue 
Date Time Length  Program Title     Type Guests 
 
 
Education 
 
10/2 19:00  The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N 
 In the second of two reports on efforts to improve education in urban public  

schools, education correspondent John Merrow explores the plans underway 
 in New Orleans to create a new school system in a city still struggling to rebuild 
 from Hurricane Katrina.  The school system faces huge challenges. In many 
 ways, the schools are academically bankrupt. On one state test, 80  
percent of high school students scored below basic in math, 88 percent  
below basic in English. The vast majority of students live in poverty. Many  
arrive at school hungry. And New Orleans itself is still struggling to recover.  
The plans calls for: well-maintained, air-conditioned classrooms; modern  
textbooks; low student-to-teacher ratios; revamped curriculum and frequent testing 
to measure student improvement; hot lunches and functioning bathrooms; and  
technology in every classroom, including free laptops for every high school student. 

 
 
10/10 19:00  The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N 
 “High Court Rules on Special Education Law…” -  The Supreme Court 
 affirmed Wednesday that New York City must pay private school tuition 
 for a special education student.  The court issued a split decision in a special-ed  

case they heard just last week.  It was an early decision. The case was about   
parents who sent their child to private school who was disabled and care claiming 
that they should nonetheless be reimbursed by the state.  The state of New York  
was saying, under federal law, you have to try the public school first, if the school  
can provide the service. The justices just issued a two-sentence order saying, We  
split 4-4. That means the lower court's decision is upheld, which means the parents  
won here, but it sets no precedent for any future cases. 

 
 
11/1 21:00 56:30 Election 2007      N 
 “School Vouchers” – This program discusses the history of the voucher  

movement in Utah and explains the major issues surrounding the voucher  
controversy, a key issue in the upcoming elections. 

 
 
 
12/26 19:00 9:41 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N  
 “Chicago's Military Academies Raise Education Debate” - Elizabeth Brackett  
 reports on a controversial program that has some of Chicago's public schools  
 following the model of military academies, and the debate over whether it is  
       an effective way to boost student performance in tough urban neighborhoods. 
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Environment 
 
10/12 19:00  The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N 
 “U/N. Climate Panel Member Details Nobel-winning Work” – Former Vice  

President Al Gore and the intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change won 
the Nobel Peace Prize Friday.  Michael Oppenheimer, a member of the U.N.  
panel, discussed the honor and how the groups’ work has furthered the debate  
on climate change. The IPCC was formed by the U.N. nearly 20 years ago to  
understand and evaluate climate change and its links to human activity. Rajendra  
Pachauri is chair of the IPCC, which is composed of some 2,500 scientists from  
more than 100 countries, and whose reports were unanimous in their assessment  
of the problem. 

 
10/23 19:00  The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N 

“Competition Puts Energy-Efficient, Solar-Powered Homes on Display” -  
 The U.S. Department of Energy’s Solar Decathlon brought teams from 20  
 universities to the National Mall to showcase their designs for a modern, solar- 
 powered home.  Interest in the event has grown amid new concerns over  
 energy costs and climate change.  To make it to the finals, all these houses had 
 to meet exacting standards of efficient and livability, while relying on their 
 own entirely self-contained solar energy systems.   
 
10/24 20:00 56:46 NOVA       O 
 “Dimming Sun” – As global warming turns up the heat, researchers are stunned to  
 discover that our planet is actually growing dimmer.  Increasing air pollution allows less 
 and less sunlight to reach earth’s surface, a ‘global dimming” that’s linked to severe  
 droughts.  In an even more alarming twist, there is concern that solving the dimming problem 
 could greatly accelerate global warming.  This program exams this baffling climate 
 conundrum and follows the implications of the discovery for our planet’s future. 
 
11/25 13;30  The McLaughlin Group     O 
 “Issue One – The Green Rush” -  Panelists discuss whether the current “green” trend  Pat Buchanan. 

will continue.  Nobel Peace Prize winner Al Gore has awakened  the world to the  Eleanor Clift 
reality and the danger of global warming. This alert and the scientific evidence behind  Tony Blankley 
it has set off a worldwide scramble to profit from a tectonic shift.  There's big money  Chrystia Freeland 
to be made in the green gold. The Credit Suisse Group has introduced a new,  
quote-unquote, "global warming index." It lists new green investment stocks and other  
green instruments for major banks. This combination of profit motive, market incentives and  
government regulation has unleashed billions of dollars in new research on two fronts:  
New energy and efficient energy. Economists predict that this wave of innovation will  
reshape world markets as radically as the computer boom of the '90s. But skeptics say 
 we've heard that song before, notably in the '70s during the energy crisis. Washington 
 then subsidized synthetic fuel and solar panels. Nuclear took on a new life..  Then, after  
all this commotion, after all this reaction to the escalation of oil prices, the price plummeted 
 and the big green balloon burst. Question: So which will it be this time, a green boom or a  
green bust?  

 
12/24 19:00 10:09 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N 
              “Greenland Residents Detect Sea Changes”- Residents of  Greenland's west coast  
 say they are feeling the effects of rising sea temperatures in the fishing and tourism  
 industries. NewsHour correspondent Spencer Michaels reports on the research into  
 whether the changes are climate change-related. 
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Government 
 
10/23 11:00 32:45 BYU Forum, October 23, 2007    O 
 An address by Chief Justice John Roberts, Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 

Justice Roberts discusses the  importance and various aspects of the U.S.  
Constitution as well as its history.   He encourages the carefully reading of the  
Constitution calling the preamble, “(o)ne of the most eloquent statements of lofty 
 purposes in human history. … In their very first phrase the framers announce  
that we the people… control America's destiny.  The people created and empowered 
 a new form of limited  government with specific enumerated powers.”  He also  
references the role of the court in regards to the Constitution, “(t)he judicial branch 
 has the authority to interpret the constitution because it is law. And must be  
independent to do so without fear or favor. But the Judges must limit themselves 
 to that it task. They may not use their independence to write their own policy  
preferences into the constitution.” 

. 
10/18 13:30  The McLaughlin Group     O Patrick Buchanan 

“Issue One – The Face of War” – Panelists discuss the question, “Are we   Eleanor Clift 
numbed by the face of war?” After war begins and time passes, humanity   Monica Crowley 
grows accustomed to its face. Despite its carnage, chaos and pain, we are   Clarence Page 
lulled by hearing that ratios are down. "Only" 38 U.S. soldiers perished in  
October. "Only" 565 Iraqi civilians perished. Meanwhile, Americans grow  
numb to the ongoing hell.  More surprisingly, even shockingly, the press,  
the public and the government remain relatively unmoved by the published data.  
Follow-up attention by the government and the press, relatively sidestepped.  
The nation has grown inattentive and uncomplaining in the face of war.  

 
10/31 21:00 56:46 The Supreme Court     D 
 “The Rehnquist Revolution” – Examines the opportunity exploited by  

President Nixon  to name four of the court’s nine judges and investigates  
how the courts, especially under the leadership of Chief Justice William 
 Rehnquist, rose in importance to become the institution that it is today. 

 
11/6 20:00 57:30 Election 2007      N 
 “Election Night Coverage” – The moment polls close, KBYU/Utah Colleges Exit 
 Poll analysts will be ready to predict the winner in the Salt Lake City Mayoral 
 contest and the motivations that Salt Lake City voters used in choosing which 
 candidate to support. 
 
12/24 19:00 8:51 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer      N 

“Candidates Take a Breather” - Most of the candidates for the presidential   
primaries are taking a few days off from the campaign trail this Christmas,  
but the Iowa and New Hampshire news still buzzes with primary fever. The  
NewsHour talks to two media veterans of political campaigns about the situation. 

 
12/28      19:00     8:51       The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer                   N 
               “U.S. Faces Pakistan Policy Dilemmas After Bhutto's Death” -  In the  
 aftermath of the death of political opposition leader Benazir Bhutto, Pakistan faces new  
 turmoil and the United States faces tough choices in its policies toward the  
 South Asian nation. Policy experts examine the ramifications of Bhutto's  
 death on Pakistan's governance and the future for Pakistani-U.S. relations. 
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Health/Health Care 
 
10/6 5:30 56:30 Total Body Workout     O 
 A series of yoga and aerobic workouts with the focus alternating daily for  

maximum results.  Includes information on nutrition and creating a healthy 
lifestyle. 

 
10/9 21:00 56:46 Secrets of the Dead     D 
 “The Killer Flu” – In 1918, at the tail end of the First World War, a flu  

pandemic ripped through the world with such speed and virulence that  
by the end of the following year an estimated 40 million people would be  
dead-outstripping by fourfold the number of victims claimed by the war.   
Where did this particular flu strain come from and what made it so deadly?  
This program shows how, 85 years later, virologists and epidemiologist the 
 world over are still hunting down the answers to these critical questions.   

 
10/25 19:00 7:20 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N 
 “House Passes Revised Children’s Health Insurance Bill” – The U.S. House 
 passed a revised version of legislation aimed at expanding the State Children’s 
 Health Insurance Program, but not by the two-thirds margin necessary to 
 override a promised presidential veto 

 
10/30 19:00 11:00 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N 
 “Chemical Used in Household Plastics Sparks Concerns” - The chemical 
 bisphenol A, known as BPA, is used to make many common plastic products 
 used in U.S. homes, including baby bottles.  Scientists and expert panels 
 have been tasked with determining whether BPA has adverse effects on  
 human health.  A panel of twenty-eight scientists who reviewed over 700 studies have 
 published a peer-reviewed journal article stating that the chemical is harmful. 
 
11/24 16:30 1:41:00 South Beach Heart Program    O 
 Arthur Agatston, MD, a pioneer in clinical and preventive cardiology,  

describes how a heart attack happens, how heart attacks can be prevented,  
why the majority of invasive heart procedures are unnecessary, and why  
they increasingly continue to be performed.  Agatston encourages the American  
public to bring about a revolution in cardiac care in order to truly combat  
the nation’s number one killer.  Also find out about the critical function of core  
and aerobic exercise in our cardiac and general health. 

 
12/1 15:00 29:44 Back Care Basics: Yoga for the Rest of Us   O 
 Learn the right exercises and yoga poses that will help protect your back  

and improve your posture.  These simple but powerful exercises stretch and  
strengthen back muscles and can alleviate back pain caused by muscle tension, 
and, with regular practice, they can keep back pain from returning. 

 
12/25 19:00 11:20 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer      N 
              “Democratic Candidates Discuss Health Care Proposals in Forums”  

Health care is now the top domestic issue for Democrats, and that includes those running for president in 2008, 
so candidates were recently invited to discuss the topic in a recent series of forums at the Kaiser Family 
Foundation in Washington, D.C. Five Democrats agreed to participate: New York Sen. Hillary Clinton; former 
North Carolina Sen. John Edwards; New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson; Delaware Sen. Joe Biden; and Ohio 
Congressman Dennis Kucinich. A panel of journalists probed the candidates for roughly an hour apiece on a 
range of health issues, but most of the discussion centered on two key ones: expanding health insurance 
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coverage for those who don't have it, and reining in health costs for everybody.  NewsHour health 
correspondent Susan Dentzer reports. 

 

Religion/Ethics 
 
10/9 11:00 34:18 BYU Forum, October 9, 2007    O 
 “Faith, Family and Public Service,” Senator Harry Reid, U.S. Senate Majority Leader 
 Senator Reid discusses his life and the role that faith has played in his commitment 
 to public service and how public service and faith build on each other.  He outlines 
 how religious teaching regarding service to others, particular the poor, influence 
 his thoughts on the role and responsibilities of government and encourages all to become 
 involved in service. 
 
10/28 13:00 25:30 I Believe 

“Buddhism” –  Dennis Wholey, veteran public television host and author hosts  
this timely series. During this program learn about the basic beliefs and practices  
of Buddhism as well as the essential elements of a Buddhist service with special  
guest Hyon Gak Sunim.                                                                                                                                                                      

 
11/25 13:00 25:30 I Believe       O 
 “The Church of Christ, Scientist”  Dennis Wholey, veteran public television host 

 and author hosts this timely series. During this program learn about the basic beliefs  
and practices of members of The Church of Christ, Scientist as well as the essential  
elements of a Church of Christ, Scientist service with special guests Phil Davis and  
Mary Alice Rose.                                                                                                                                                                                

 
12/24 17:00 17:47 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer      N 
 “Religion Becoming Political Tool and Hot Topic in Presidential Race” - From  
 Mitt Romney's Mormonism to Mike Huckabee's Baptist roots, religion has become  
 a popular topic throughout the busy 2008 presidential election race. Ray  
 Suarez sits down with political and religious scholars to compare this season  
 to those of the past. 
 
12/25 17:00 8:36 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer      N 
 “Harvard Theologian Discusses "Scandalous" New Take on Jesus” - Harvard  
 professor and pastor Peter Gomes recently published a book re-evaluating  
 Jesus's life and teachings. The NewsHour talks to Gomes about his different  
 take on the founder of Christianity. 
 
12/26 17:00 8:53 The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer      N 
 “Theologian Discusses Relevance of the Bible in Modern Society” - In the second  
 of two conversations on the role of the Bible in modern society, Ray Suarez  
 talks to Albert Mohler, president of the Southern Baptist Theological  
 Seminary. 
 
 

 
Science / Technology 
 
10/2 11:00 29:50  BYU Forum Address, September 25, 2007   O 

“Mapping a Path to the Solar System and Beyond” -  Franklin Chang-Diaz, PhD 
Dr. Diaz, an astronaut and physicist, has participated in seven shuttle missions, 
the most of any astronaut. Retired from NASA he continues to work in the private 
sector developing a plasma propulsion system for spacecraft.  He provides an 
historic overview of spaceflight and discusses the construction of the International  
Space Station in partnership with 12 other nations, planning for flights to Mars,  
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Europa and Titan, the search for life within the solar system, and the development 
of new engines to make space exploration possible.  
 
 

 
10/8 19:00  The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer    N 

“Nobel Prize Winner for Medicine Details Gene Modification Work” – This year’s Nobel Price in medicine 
was awarded Monday to a trio of scientists who modify genes in mice thereby creating better animal models 
for understanding  human disease.  The Nobel Committee said the scientists’ work is “being applied to 
virtually all areas of biomedicine.”  One of the recipients, Mario Capecchi, professor of biology and human 
genetics at the university of Utah, discusses his award-winning work, “…what we can do is to change the 
DNA, the composition of the genes, in any way that one can conceive of, for example, inactivate a particular 
gene, and then look at the effects of that inactivation on the mouse, and thereby infer the function of those 
genes.” 

 
10/10 20:00 56:46 NOVA       D 
 “Welcome to Mars” – On Jan. 3, 2004, a tiny rover named Spirit crash-landed  

on the dusty surface of Mars and sent its first message home. The elation of the  
assembled scientists, as well as the behind-the scenes engineering story leading  
up to the landing was captured in an early documentary.  That elation is the starting  
points for the this sequel which follows the adventures of Spirit and Opportunity 
on the red planet.  Once again, scientists at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory wrestle  
with the technical crises that beset the rovers. 

 
12/19 20:00 56:46 NOVA       D 
 “Saved by the Sun” – Presents the latest thinking and research developments 
 from solar enthusiasts and skeptics.  Meet the scientists and business people  

who are racing to make solar power practical for lighting, heating and running  
power plants. 

 
12/25 19:00 10:25  The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer     N 
 “Intel Works on Faster Computer Chip Technology” - Intel's new computer chip  

uses hafnium rather than silicon in its transistors. This innovation will double the number of transistors that 
can fit on a chip, Intel says, leading to faster and more powerful computers. 

 
 
12/26     20:00      56:46      NOVA ScienceNOW    O 
 Learn about amazing science stories: from the secrets of the genetic code to  
 fuel cells and hydrogen-powered cars, from the battle against cancer and heart  
 disease to the quest to slow down aging and “grow’ new organs.  Correspondent  
 Robert Krulwich hosts. 
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