
1st Quarter 2016 

KAPA FM 

• One-minute newscasts air at 6:20 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:20 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:20 a.m., 

10:50a.m., 11:50 a.m., 3:50 p.m., and 4:50 p.m. 

• Kokua Calendar — One-minute in length, rotates with two PSA's running in each 

segment, runs at various times of the day from Midnight to Midnight 

• Feature Interview: Representatives from the Hawaii Island Portuguese Chamber of 

Commerce talked about their upcoming Portuguese Day in the Park and fundraising 

efforts for a new historical building — Aired on Feb. 7 

• Feature Interview: Hawaii County Civil Defense Administrator Darryl Oliveira gave a live 

update on the Dengue Fever outbreak — Aired on Feb. 29 

 

KBIG FM 

• One-minute newscasts air at 5:50 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:50 a.m., 4:50 p.m., and 

5:50 

• Feature Interview: Representatives from the Hawaii Island Portuguese Chamber of 

Commerce talked about their upcoming Portuguese Day in the Park and fundraising 

efforts for a new historical building — Aired on Feb. 7 

• Feature Interview: Hawaii County Civil Defense Administrator Darryl Oliveira gave a live 

update on the Dengue Fever outbreak — Aired on Feb. 29 

 

p.m. 

• Kokua Calendar — One-minute in length, rotates with two PSA's running in each 

segment, runs at various times of the day from Midnight-Midnight 

• Feature Interview: Representatives from the Hawaii Island Portuguese Chamber of 

Commerce talked about their upcoming Portuguese Day in the Park and fundraising 

efforts for a new historical building — Aired on Feb. 7 

• Feature Interview: Hawaii County Civil Defense Administrator Darryl Oliveira gave a live 

update on the Dengue Fever outbreak — Aired on Feb. 29 

 

NATIVE FM 

• One-minute newscasts air at 6:50 a.m. 

• Kokua Calendar — One-minute in length, rotates with two PSA's running in each 

segment, runs at various times of the day from Midnight-Midnight   Athlete of the 

Week: Airs twice a day M-F 

• Feature Interview: Representatives from the Hawaii Island Portuguese Chamber of 

Commerce talked about their upcoming Portuguese Day in the Park and fundraising 

efforts for a new historical building — Aired on Feb. 7 



• Feature Interview: Hawaii County Civil Defense Administrator Darryl Oliveira gave a live 

update on the Dengue Fever outbreak — Aired on Feb. 29 

 

ESPN Radio Big Island 

• Kokua Calendar — One-minute in length, rotates with two PSA's running in each 

segment, runs at various times of the day from Midnight-Midnight. 

• Feature Interview: Representatives from the Hawaii Island Portuguese Chamber of 

Commerce talked about their upcoming Portuguese Day in the Park and fundraising 

efforts for a new historical building — Aired on Feb. 7 

• Feature Interview: Hawaii County Civil Defense Administrator Darryl Oliveira gave a live 

update on the Dengue Fever outbreak — Aired on Feb. 29 

• High School Girls Basketball: Waiakea vs. Kamehameha-Hawaii — Jan. 4 

• High School Basketball: Honokaa vs. Konawaena — Jan. 16 

• High School Basketball: Waiakea vs. Hawaii Preparatory Academy — Jan. 20 

• High School Girls Basketball: Konawaena vs. Hilo — Jam 29 

• High School Girls Basketball: Dll Championship & DI Championship Games — Feb. 6 

• High School Girls Basketball: McKinley/Damien and Kapaa/Kohala — Feb. 10 

• High School Girls Basketball: St. Francis vs. KS-Hawaii — Feb. 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rep. Tulsi Gabbard Calls on Governor David Ige to Declare Hawaiʻi Island Dengue Fever Outbreak a State 

of Emergency 
  
Honolulu, HI—Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard (HI-02) today called on Governor David Ige to declare the Hawaiʻi 

Island dengue fever outbreak a state of emergency and deploy State resources, including the National Guard, to 

assist with mosquito abatement, public information, clearing, and providing completely free testing for those with 

suspected symptoms of this incurable disease. 
  
“The dengue fever outbreak on the Big Island continues to worsen.  We cannot afford to wait any longer for the 

aggressive action necessary to combat the spread of this serious disease.  An emergency proclamation from the 

Governor is long overdue,” said Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard, who represents the people of Hawaiʻi 

Island.  “There have already been 242 confirmed cases of Dengue Fever on Hawaiʻi Island, creating a public health 

emergency affecting our residents and visitors, and Hawaii Island's economy.  They deserve our state's full attention 

and resources to do what it takes to put an end to this outbreak, and prevent it from becoming endemic and 

spreading to other parts of the island and state.” 
  
On October 21, 2015 the Dengue exposure rate on Hawaiʻi Island was 1 in 185,079.  As of today, 1 out of every 

849 residents and approximately 3 out of every 50,000 visitors has contracted dengue fever.  This constitutes an 

average infection rate of 67 residents and 7 visitors every month since this outbreak began.  Additionally, the same 

mosquito that carries Dengue Fever is also a carrier of the Zika virus, which is “spreading explosively” according to 

UN health officials, who are currently considering declaring an international health emergency. 
 
In speaking with Governor Ige and by written correspondence, the congresswoman called for the 
following action items to be addressed immediately: 
  

1. Completely free and accessible testing for those who suspect they have symptoms of Dengue Fever. 

While the cost of the test may be free, residents and visitors are still charged for visits to a physician, 

nurse, or clinic in order for their blood to be drawn.  This could easily be solved by ensuring there are 

free access points island-wide, and by deploying state or National Guard medical personnel as a mobile 

testing unit that can travel to both populated and remote locations across the island, draw blood, and get 

samples to the lab for expedited results. 
2. Allocate resources to the Department of Health for development and execution of a comprehensive 

public information and public engagement campaign with quality review measures.  Current “Fight 

the Bite” efforts fall far short of providing residents and visitors with the information they need. 
3. Provide a full-time entomologist on Hawaiʻi Island dedicated to eradication, reduction, and prevention 

of further spread of the Dengue virus. 
4. Allocate resources to hire vector control personnel, purchase more sprayers and other necessary 

equipment and supplies. 
5. Provide free supply and distribution of Ovitraps throughout the community to empower local 

residents to help prevent the spread of the Aedes aegypti mosquito. World Health Organization report 

studies have shown that population densities can be reduced below disease-transmission 
thresholds with sufficiently large numbers of frequently serviced traps. 

6. Appoint a Dengue Czar who can act as the coordinator of efforts with all parties within the state, 

county, federal, private sector, and community to ensure the objectives are being met. 
  
More than a third of the world’s population live in areas at risk for infection from the Dengue virus, which is a 

leading cause of illness and death in the tropics and subtropics. As many as 400 million people are infected 

annually.  Rep. Tulsi Gabbard has been meeting with state leaders, Hawaiʻi County officials and Civil Defense, 

military personnel, experts in the private sector and at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and 

listening to concerned citizens of the Big Island, working to protect the people of Hawaiʻi from Dengue Fever, a 

debilitating disease that has no vaccine, treatment, or cure, so that the Aloha State does not remain a part of this 

worldwide epidemic. 

 

 



AERIAL SURVEY OF BIG ISLAND FORESTS SHOWS RAPID OHIA DEATH SPREAD 
Follow-up Ground Surveys Planned 

  
(HILO) – Recent aerial surveys of 810,000 acres of Hawaii Island forests showed that a fungal infestation of 
ohia trees is much greater than earlier thought.  Using a helicopter and specialized survey equipment, 
surveyors from a collaboration of state, county and federal agencies flew over 81,000 acres, January 11 - 15, 
2016.  Satellite imagery of ohia forests in 2014 resulted in an estimate of 15,000 acres infected by this newly 
identified disease. The latest survey, pending ground verification, estimates the infection has now spread to 
some 34,000 acres of the ohia forest on the Big Island. 
  
Philipp LaHaela Walter, the State Resource and Survey Forester for the DLNR Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
(DOFAW) said, “We used two surveyors at a time and flew a total of 8 ½ hours over state, federal and private 
lands covering about two-thirds of the Big Islands’s ohia forests. Our next steps are to cover the rest of the ohia 
forests with follow-up flights and to ground-truth the aerial operation. One of our priorities will be to double-
check the Kohala area, where Rapid Ohia Death may have been detected for the first time by our aerial 
survey.” 
  
A team of experts from DLNR/DOFAW, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service, the Big 
Island Invasive Species Committee and the National Park Service/Hawaii Volcanoes National Park conducted 
the aerial survey. The University of Hawaii Cooperative Extension Service and the USDA Agricultural Research 
Service assisted with planning. In 2014 USDA researchers identified the pathogen that causes the disease. 
  
Dr. Flint Hughes, with the USDA Forest Service commented, “Unfortunately Rapid Ohia Death is spreading 
much quicker than we had hoped.  The aerial surveyors noted ohia trees with no leaves or brown leaves, likely 
impacted by the disease; as well as ohia trees which have been dead for a longer time and those that have 
been affected by either drought or VOG. It’s important that we differentiate the causes of tree deaths and 
continue to carefully and closely monitor the spread of Rapid Ohia Death to aid in reducing its spread on 
Hawaii Island and around the state.” 
  
Ohia forests cover approximately 865,000 acres of land across the state and are considered the primary 
species providing habitat for countless plants, animals and invertebrates. These forests  protect watersheds 
that provide significant agriculture and drinking water across the state. 
  
“It’s sad but not unexpected that we have a confirmed case of Rapid Ohia Death in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park,” said Park Superintendent Cindy Orlando. “We are very concerned about the impacts to our cherished 
ohia that thrives throughout the park, and we will continue to implement the stringent measures developed by 
our interagency partners to prevent the spread of this devastating disease. We will also continue to sample 
trees throughout the park,” Orlando said.  
  
Dr. J.B. Friday, the extension forester with the UH College of Tropical Agriculture & Human Resources 
Cooperative Extension Service explained, “We know that the state Department of Agriculture’s moratorium on 
the transport and shipment of ohia plants and parts is having a positive effect on curbing the spread. It’s 
impossible to determine whether the ban on ohia shipping is 100% effective and that’s why we are trying to get 
the word out to all forest users, nurseries, and lei makers that Rapid Ohia Death is fast killing what is 
considered one of the most important forest trees in Hawaii.”  
  
Research into treatments for the particular fungus that causes Rapid Ohia Death continues at the USDA 
Agricultural Research Service lab in Hilo. Investigation into how it spreads is also being conducted with 
potential culprits being: insects, underground via roots, on small wood or dust particles, on clothing and shoes, 
and possibly on animals. Ultimately scientists hope that by identifying what is spreading the fungus they’ll be 
able to mitigate its devastating impacts. 

 

 

 

 



The Hawai‘i County Department of Parks and Recreation will temporarily close four Kona Parks on 
Friday, January 29, to treat those facilities for mosquitoes that have the potential to spread dengue fever. 
  
The parks slated for temporary closure are: 
  

•        Kailua Playground, also known as “The Ghetto” 

•        Kipapa Park located on the mauka side of Ali‘i Drive, across from La‘aloa Bay Beach 
Park 

•        Harold H. Higashihara Park 

•        Arthur C. Greenwell Park, including Sgt. Rodney J. Yano Memorial Hall 

 

 

Governor David Ige’s statement on the passing of Sen. Gilbert Kahele 
  
“It is with much sadness that I learned of Senator Kahele’s passing. He was a dedicated public servant 
who spent the last few years working for the good of his beloved community at the Hawai‘i State 
Legislature. He was a respected and influential leader both in the legislature and in his hometown 
community of Hilo. My deepest condolences to his ‘ohana, friends and supporters during this difficult 
time.” 
 

"On behalf of the Judiciary, I extend our sincere thoughts and condolences to Senator Kahele's family," 

said Chief Justice Mark Recktenwald. "Senator Kahele was a warm and caring person, and an 

outstanding legislator.  He was a strong supporter of constructing a new courthouse in Kona.  We thank 

Senator Kahele for his distinguished service to the people of Hawaii."  

Hirono Statement On Passing Of State Senator Gilbert Kahele 
  
WASHINGTON, D.C.– Senator Mazie K. Hirono released the following statement on the passing of State Senator 

Gilbert “Gil” Kahele: 
  
“Gil Kahele served Hawaii and our country with distinction for more than 50 years, first in the U.S. Marine Corps, 

then as a community advocate and in elected office. I will remember Gil for his kindness and tireless work on behalf 

of the people of Hawaii Island and our state. Gil’s steadfast advocacy on behalf of individuals and families ensured 

that the resources were available to address community needs for Tropical Storm Iselle and the Puna lava flow. My 

thoughts and prayers are with Gil’s wife Linda and the entire Kahele ohana.” 
 

Lt. Governor Shan Tsutsui on the Passing of Senator Gilbert Kahele 
  
HONOLULU --  Lt. Governor Shan Tsutsui has this statement to offer on the passing of Senator Gilbert 
Kahele:  
  
“I am deeply saddened to learn today of the passing of my dear friend, Senator Gilbert Kahele.  Gil 
was a warm and caring man with the highest principles and values, who had the unique ability to 
always make you feel welcomed and at ease.  I was honored to have served as his colleague in the 
Senate and to have continued our friendship thereafter.  I will miss his kindness, positive outlook, 
and ability to make me laugh.    
  
I send my thoughts and prayers to Gil’s ohana and friends.  He was a committed and loving 
husband, father and grandfather, who spoke often of his loved ones with great joy and pride.  The 
people of Hawaii were privileged that a man of his experience and dedication devoted his life to 
public service.  His smile and infectious laugh will continue to live on in our hearts and minds 
forever.”  



HAWAI‘I SELECTED TO RECEIVE FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO ADDRESS HOMELESSNESS 
 

 

WASHINGTON – Today, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services announced that Hawai‘i will receive 

federal assistance through the Medicaid Innovation Accelerator Program to help address homelessness in the 

state.  U.S Senator Brian Schatz (D-Hawai‘i), a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee on Transportation, 

Housing, and Urban Development, called the federal assistance a victory for Hawai‘i.  

 

“It is a real victory for the State of Hawai‘i to successfully compete for this federal program,” said Senator 

Schatz. “We know that the key to solving homelessness is providing housing and tailored services 

together.  Through this program, we can maximize resources and change lives for the better.” 

 

The CMS program will provide resources to help the state coordinate with other agencies to design and implement a 

plan to increase individual tenancy support for Medicaid beneficiaries who are chronically homeless and expand 

housing development opportunities. 
 

Hawai‘i secures federal support for Medicaid-Housing agency partnership 

  
Honolulu – Hawai‘i’s cross-agency approach to addressing homelessness and housing will be getting a boost from 
the federal government. 
  
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced today that the state has been selected to 
participate in the collaborative and highly competitive Medicaid Innovation Accelerator Program (IAP) beginning 
Apr. 2016. As a participant, Hawai‘i will focus on expanding Medicaid involvement in and support for the state’s 
housing and homelessness initiatives. 
  
“We know we have to break down the work silos if we are to succeed in helping the families and individuals who 
most need housing, healthcare and other services. I applaud the staff across the various state departments who 
recognize this and are taking the initiative to make meaningful change,” said Gov. Ige. 
  
In the program operated by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), the Department of Human 
Services (DHS) Med-QUEST Division will participate in the Community Integration – Long-term Services and 
Supports’ Medicaid-Housing Agency Partnerships track. 
  
Gov. Ige has prioritized a collaborative, comprehensive approach to address the complex issue of homelessness, 
and Hawai‘i’s participation in this program will be equally cooperative. Representatives from the Department of 
Health (DOH) and the Governor’s Office on Homelessness will join the Med-QUEST Division as part of the IAP team. 
Other key partners include individuals from the Hawai‘i Housing and Finance Development Corporation and the 
Hawai‘i Public Housing Authority. 
  
“The Departments of Health and Human Services are working together along with the Governor’s Office and the 
community to build a healthy Hawai‘i,” said DHS Director Rachael Wong. 
  
“Participation in the Innovation Accelerator Program will give our teams a much-needed boost in support and 
training to find new ways to address the social determinants that lead to homelessness and affect health here in 
Hawai‘i,” said Health Director Dr. Virginia Pressler. “Hawai‘i’s cross-agency collaboration on the homeless issue is 
key to sustaining long-term solutions.” 

  
This program will bring technical assistance from national experts to help stakeholders in public housing, Medicaid 
and behavioral health come together and redesign and implement plans to cover gaps in services. The technical 
assistance will enable the Hawai‘i team to continue using evidence-based national best practices and improve 
existing programs like Housing First and the supporting wrap-around services. 
  

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/innovation-accelerator-program/community-integration-ltss/ci-ltss.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/innovation-accelerator-program/community-integration-ltss/ci-ltss.html


The Medicaid Innovation Accelerator Program began in 2014 to improve care and health for Medicaid beneficiaries 
and reduce costs by supporting states in accelerating payment and service delivery reforms. The program aims to 
jumpstart innovation in key areas while supporting states in their efforts to improve health, improve healthcare 
and lower costs. In addition to technical assistance, CMS will facilitate collaborative learning and advise Hawai‘i’s 
team in strategy and implementation. 
 

SENATOR KAHELE STATEMENT ON RESIDENCY 
In response to a recent inquiry regarding his residency, Sen. Kaiali‘i Kahele (Dist. 1 – Hilo), offers this statement: 
“I live in the First Senatorial District - Hilo. In 2012, I moved to Hilo and have resided in Hilo continuously 

from that time.  At that time, my parents and I agreed to take out a mortgage to remodel their house to allow 

me and my family to live there.  Since 2012, I have continuously had the residence in Hilo as my primary 

residence and have used that residence for all purposes, including voter registration.            
The question has been raised regarding the agreement I entered into in 2011 with my Aunt, Sally 

Kahikinaokala Dacalio, and the Department of Land and Natural Resources for a property in Miloli’i.  In 

2011, I was approached by extended family with a request to assume my Aunt’s lease for the property in 

question.  My Aunt was in poor health and her family was afraid that the lease would be lost by our 

family.  Under those circumstances, I agreed to pay off my Aunt’s mortgage and assume the lease with 

DLNR.  The matter was handled informally without legal advisors. Since I became aware of the terms of the 

lease, I have contacted DLNR for the purpose of addressing the situation.  I am hopeful and confident that I 

will be able to resolve this matter with DLNR in the near future.” 

 
HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH URGES RESIDENTS & TRAVELERS TO  

REDUCE RISKS OF MOSQUITO BITES DURING MERRIE MONARCH FESTIVAL 

  

HONOLULU – With the annual Merrie Monarch Festival just around the corner, the Hawaii State 

Department of Health (DOH) is encouraging both residents and travelers to take extra precautions to stay 

away from and avoid being bitten by mosquitoes while they are in Hilo for the event. Although the number 

of locally-acquired dengue fever cases have slowed over the past several weeks, the outbreak is not 

over, and the public should reduce their risk of infection as much as possible. 

  

In the days leading up to one of Hawaii’s most celebrated traditions, Vector Control teams will be taking 

preventive measures by surveying and treating areas near the venues where the Merrie Monarch Festival 

will be held: the Afook Chinen Civic Auditorium and the Edith Kanaka‘ole Stadium. 

  

“People from all over the world come to Hawaii to celebrate the tradition of hula during the Merrie 

Monarch Festival, so we are doing our due diligence and taking proactive measures now to reduce the 

risks of both imported and local cases of mosquito-borne illnesses,” said Keith Kawaoka, deputy director 

of Environmental Health. “We continue to work with our county partners to coordinate and implement best 

practices for mosquito abatement and prevention.” 

  

DOH is advising visitors to be vigilant in their efforts to avoid being bitten by mosquitoes during their stay. 

Recommended precautions include: 

•         Apply insect repellent when outdoors, and always follow directions for using repellants – 

especially on small children. 

•         Wear covered clothing, such as long pants, long-sleeved shirts and socks, to help protect 

skin from mosquito bites. 

•         Be aware and avoid activities in areas with lots of mosquitoes. 

  



In addition to these recommendations, DOH advises Hilo residents to take the following steps in their own 

neighborhoods to help fight the bite: 

•         Eliminate standing water in buckets, containers and puddles around your home; 

•         Fix leaky faucets and outdoor hoses that may be dripping water; 

•         Treat bromeliads and other plants that hold water with a larvicide; 

•         Clear storm gutters and other outdoor drains of leaves and lawn cuttings; 

•         Repair screens and jalousie windows to keep mosquitoes out; and 

•         Dispose of old tires and anything else that may collect and hold standing water. 
 

 

 

MAYOR WILLIAM P. KENOI INDICTED FOR FELONY THEFT 
  
HONOLULU – Today a Hawaii Island grand jury indicted Hawaii County Mayor William P. Kenoi for two 
counts of felony theft, two additional counts of misdemeanor theft, three counts of tampering with a 
government record and one count of false swearing.  The charges arose from alleged conduct taking 
place from 2011 through 2015 while Mayor Kenoi was in office. 
  
The charges are: 
  
Counts 1 and 2: Theft in the Second Degree, Class C felonies each punishable by up to five years in 
prison and a $10,000 fine. 
  
Counts 3 and 4: Theft in the Third Degree, misdemeanors each punishable by up to one year in jail and 
a $2,000 fine. 
  
Counts 5, 6 and 7: Tampering with a Government Record, misdemeanors each punishable by up to 
one year in jail and a $2,000 fine. 
  
Count 8: False Swearing, a petty misdemeanor punishable by up to 30 days in jail and a $1,000 fine. 
  
Attorney General Doug Chin said “The Department of the Attorney General sought this indictment after 
an intensive investigation that lasted almost a year. I thank the investigators and prosecutors for their 
efforts.” 
  
An indictment is a finding of probable cause and is not a criminal conviction.  Mayor Kenoi is presumed 
innocent unless and until he is found guilty of the charges beyond a reasonable doubt. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MERRIE MONARCH TRAVELERS ALERTED TO OHIA QUARANTINE 
Movement of Ohia from Hawaii Island Restricted 

  

HONOLULU – Travelers attending the Merrie Monarch Festival later this week are being alerted to 

quarantine restrictions on the transport of ohia from Hawaii Island due to a serious plant disease called 

rapid ohia death (ROD), also known as ohia wilt, which is devastating the native forests on that island. 

The quarantine restricts the movement of ohia plants and plant parts, including flowers, leaves, seeds, 

stems, twigs, cuttings, untreated wood, logs, mulch greenwaste and frass (sawdust from boring beetles) 

and any soil from Hawaii Island. Transport of such items is only allowed with a permit issued by the 

Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA). 

 

“Ohia is one of the most important trees in our native forests and has such cultural significance,” said 

Scott Enright, chairperson of the Hawaii Board of Agriculture. “Researchers are working hard to find 

methods to stop ROD and we ask that everyone obey the quarantine and assist in containing the spread 

of the disease to other islands.” 

  

The Hawaii Board of Agriculture issued the emergency quarantine in August of 2015 to stop the spread of 

the plant fungus from Hawaii Island to other islands. Any person who violates the quarantine rule may be 

charged with a misdemeanor and fined not less than $100. The maximum fine is $10,000. For a second 

offense committed within five years of a prior conviction under this rule, the person or organization shall 

be fined not less than $500 and not more than $25,000. 

  

HDOA Plant Quarantine inspectors have printed a travel alert that is available at airports statewide. The 

card explains the quarantine and what travelers should and should not do. The information is also 

available on the department’s website at: http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/blog/main/reportingohiawilt/ 

(Card and poster attached) 

  

The Merrie Monarch Festival runs from March 27 to April 2 with dozens of hula halau and hundreds of 

spectators traveling to and from Hawaii Island. It is important to note that the very act of harvesting ohia 

may spread the disease as spores may be carried in soil and by vehicles, shoes and clothing to 

uninfected areas. 

  

Multi-agency ROD working groups have been meeting with Native Hawaiian groups, the Merrie Monarch 

organization and other community groups to provide advice and guidance on the handling of ohia 

material. 

  

ROD was first noticed in 2010 in Puna. In 2014, the fungus was identified as Ceratocystis fimbriata by 

researchers at the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Daniel K. Inouye Agricultural Research Service. In 

2014, it was estimated that the disease covered approximately 6,000 acres from Kalapana to Hilo and 

exhibited tree mortality rates of more than 50 percent. Currently, it is estimated to infect about 34,000 

acres. So far, the disease has not been found on other islands. It is not known how the disease entered 

the state or where it came from. 
 

 

http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/blog/main/reportingohiawilt/

