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As the program schedule for WETA PBS is planned, consideration is given to a variety of 

special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During April, May and June, the 

following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

American Masters 

American Experience 

BBC World News (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Open Mind (Weekly) 

NHK Newsline (Weekly) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekly) 

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbé (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

ROOSEVELTS: AN INTIMATE HISTORY (120) minutes   

Aired Friday, April 9, 2020 at 8:00pm 

A frail, asthmatic young Theodore Roosevelt transforms himself into a vigorous 

champion of the strenuous life, loses one great love and finds another, leads men into 

battle and then rises like a rocket to become the youngest president in American history 

at 42. Meanwhile, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, brought up as the pampered only child of 

adoring parents, follows his older cousin's career with worshipful fascination and begins 

to think he might one day follow in his footsteps. 

 

 

GEORGE W. BUSH: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 4, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Explore the life and tumultuous presidency of George W. Bush, from his unorthodox 

road to the White House to the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and the myriad of challenges he 

faced over his two terms, from the war in Iraq to the 2008 financial crisis. 

 

 

BLACK AMERICA SINCE MLK: AND STILL I RISE (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 3 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. takes a personal journey through the last 50 years of African 

American history, charting the incredible progress made - as well as the obstacles that 

remain. Features conversations with Jesse Jackson, Nas and Donna Brazile.  
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Arts 
 

 

GARTH BROOKS: THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GERSHWIN PRIZE (120) 

minutes  

Aired Sunday, April 1, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Country music icon Garth Brooks receives the 2020 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize 

for Popular Song at an all-star tribute in Washington, D.C. The multiple hall of famer is 

the youngest recipient of the prestigious prize. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMACES: LEONARD BERNSTEIN MASS (120) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 15, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Enjoy Ravinia Festival's production of Leonard Bernstein's theater piece starring Tony 

Award-winning baritone Paulo Szot and featuring the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra artistic director Marin Alsop conducts. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMACES: ANN (120) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 19, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Enjoy a powerful and revealing look at legendary, larger-than-life Texas governor Ann 

Richards, who enriched the lives of her followers, friends and family, in this critically 

acclaimed play written by and starring Emmy Award winner Holland Taylor.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

THE PLASTIC PROBLEM: PBS NEWSHOUR PRESENTS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 3, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

By 2050, there will be more plastic than fish in the oceans. PBS NewsHour takes a closer 

look at this now ubiquitous material, how it's impacting the world and ways we can break 

our plastic addiction. 

 

 
POV: THE BIRTH OF SAKE (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 1, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

Go behind the scenes at Japan's Yoshida Brewery, where a brotherhood of artisans, 

ranging from 20 to 70, spends six months in nearly monastic isolation as they follow an 

age-old process to create sake, the nation's revered rice wine. 

 

 
DAVID RUBENSTEIN: PEER TO PEER CONVERSATIONS (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 26, 2020 at 8:30 pm 

Join financier and philanthropist David Rubenstein as he talks with the most influential 

leaders in business to uncover their stories and their paths to success. Each episode 

features an interview with one business leader.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

DEFINITION OF INSANITY (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 14, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

A team of dedicated Miami-Dade County public servants work to help people with 

mental illness navigate from lives of tragedy to possibility. The film reveals a humane 

criminal justice approach to mental illness. 

 

 

CREATED EQUAL: CLARENCE THOMAS IN HIS OWN WORDS (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 18, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Although Clarence Thomas remains a controversial figure, loved by some, reviled by 

others, few know much more than a few headlines and the recollections of his 

contentious confirmation battle with Anita Hill. With unprecedented access, the 

producers interviewed Justice Clarence Thomas and his wife, Virginia, for over 30 hours 

of interview time, over many months. Justice Thomas tells his entire life's story, looking 

directly at the camera, speaking frankly to the audience. After a brief introduction, the 

documentary proceeds chronologically, combining Justice Thomas' first-person account 

with a rich array of historical archive material, period and original music, personal 

photos, and evocative recreations. Unscripted and without narration, the documentary 

takes the viewer through this complex and often painful life, dealing with race, faith, 

power, jurisprudence, and personal resilience. 

 

 
FRONTLINE: OPIODS, INC (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

The story of a drug company that pushed opioids by bribing doctors and committing 

insurance fraud. With the Financial Times, an investigation of how Insys Therapeutics 

profited from a fentanyl-based painkiller 50 times stronger than heroin.  
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Economy 
 

 

MAN WHO TRIED TO FEED THE WORLD: AMERICAN MASTERS (60) 

minutes 

Aired Tuesday. April 21, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Explore the life of 1970 Nobel Peace Prize winner Norman Borlaug, who tried to solve 

world hunger. He rescued India from a severe famine and led the "Green Revolution," 

estimated to have saved one billion lives. But his work later faced criticism. 

 

 

DAVID RUBENSTEIN: PEER TO PEER CONVERSATION (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 8, 2020 at 8:30 pm 

Join financier and philanthropist David Rubenstein as he talks with the most influential 

leaders in business to uncover their stories and their paths to success. Each episode 

features an interview with one business leader. 

 

 

SUZE ORMAN’S ULTIMATE RETIREMENT GUIDE (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 8, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Join the acclaimed personal finance expert for essential advice on planning for and 

thriving in retirement. With empathy, straight talk and humor, Suze provides information 

about key steps for anyone trying to achieve their "ultimate retirement." 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE: THE FACTS (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, April 22, 2020 at 8:00pm 

Scientists explore the impact of climate change and what could happen if global warming 

exceeds 1.5 degrees. Discover how the latest innovations and technology are posing 

potential solutions and what individuals can do to prevent further damage. 

 

 

NATURE: SEX, LIES, AND BUTTERFLIES (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, May 28, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Explore the astounding abilities of butterflies 360 vision, deceptive camouflage, chemical 

weaponry and fantastic flight. Look beyond their bright colors and fragile beauty and 

follow them on one of the greatest migrations on earth. 

 
 

SPY IN THE WILD: A NATURE MINISERIES (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Spy Creatures explore the rarely seen emotions of animals, revealing whether they are as 

strong and complex as our own. Join the spycams as they are accepted into a wild dog 

pack, witness elephant love, and are mourned by a troop of monkeys! 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

THE GENE: AN INTIMATE HISTORY (120) minutes 

Geneticists wrestle with the moral implications of groundbreaking new technologies that 

offer both promise and peril. Audrey, a determined young scientist with Spinal Muscular 

Atrophy, researches a treatment for her own condition. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: INSIDE ITALY’S COVID WAR (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, May 19, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

Inside a hospital battling COVID-19 in Northern Italy, as doctors make life and death 

decisions. The intimate, exclusive story of one besieged ER doctor, her staff and patients, 

from the darkest days to the signs of hope. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: THE VIRUS: WHAT WENT WRONG? (90) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at 9:30 pm 

As COVID-19 spread from Asia to the Middle East to Europe, why was the U.S. caught 

so unprepared? Despite repeated warnings of a potent contagion headed our way, 

America's leaders failed to prepare and protect us. Why and who is accountable?  
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 21, 2020 at 10:30 pm 

A special report on the government response to the coronavirus and the human toll. The 

two-part special investigates the federal response versus Washington State, the outbreak's 

epicenter. 

 

 

GEORGE W. BUSH: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Explore the life and tumultuous presidency of George W. Bush, from his unorthodox 

road to the White House to the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and the myriad of challenges he 

faced over his two terms, from the war in Iraq to the 2008 financial crisis. 

 

 

POV: AND SHE COULD BE NEXT, PT. 1 (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, June 29, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

And She Could Be Next" tells the story of a defiant movement of women of color, 

transforming politics from the ground up by fighting for a truly reflective democracy.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: POISONED WATER (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 29, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

The water contamination crisis in Flint, MI, has revealed a disturbing truth about the 

vulnerabilities of our aging drinking water infrastructure. Discover the chemistry, biology 

and engineering that led to this disaster. 

 

 

H2O: THE MOLECULE THAT MADE US (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday May 6, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

How did water arrive on Earth? How did it come to underpin every aspect of existence 

from dragonflies to deserts in bloom to human life? Dive in! 

 

 

PREHISTORIC ROADTRIP (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

Travel with Emily through billions of years of Earth's history to meet some of its earliest 

life forms, from primitive bacteria to giant reptiles and many surprising creatures in 

between.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN (90) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 21, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Child survivors of the Holocaust are brought to an estate near England's Lake 

Windermere to recuperate with the help of volunteer therapists. Without their families, 

they find kinship in each other and form bonds that give them hope for the future. 

 

 

THE QUEEN AT WAR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 5, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Learn how the longest reigning monarch in British history was shaped by World War II. 

Princess Elizabeth's experiences during the war mirrored those of the public and helped 

shape her into the Queen she is today. 

 

 

RECONSTRUCTION: AMERICA AFTER THE CIVIL WAR (120) minutes 

Aired Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Explore the rise of Jim Crow and the undermining of Reconstruction's legal and political 

legacy, and see how African Americans fought back using artistic expression to put 

forward a "New Negro" for a new century. 


