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As the program schedule for WETA PBS is planned, consideration is given to a variety of 

special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During July, August, and 

September, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (Weekend) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

NHK Newsline (Weekday mornings) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

STATUE OF LIBERTY (60) minutes   

Aired Friday, July 3, 2020 at 10:00pm 

This 1985 Ken Burns film chronicles the creation and history of the Statue of Liberty and 

what it represents to all Americans. Narrated by David McCullough, the film traces the 

development of the monument--from its conception, to its complicated and often 

controversial construction, to its final dedication--and offers interviews with a wide range 

of Americans to explore the meaning of the Statue of Liberty. 

 

 

THE WAR (120) minutes 

Aired Saturday, August 8, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

"When Things Get Tough" (January 1943 - December 1943) - By January 1943, 

Americans have been at war for more than a year. The Germans still occupy most of 

Western Europe; the Allies can't agree on a plan or timetable to dislodge them. American 

troops, including Charles Mann of Luverne, are now ashore in North Africa. At Kasserine 

Pass, Erwin Rommel's seasoned veterans quickly overwhelm the poorly led and ill-

equipped Americans, but after George Patton assumes command, the Americans begin to 

beat back the Germans. In the process, thousands of soldiers learn to adopt the outlook 

that "killing is a craft," as reporter Ernie Pyle explains to readers back home. Across the 

country,in cities such as Mobile and Waterbury, nearly all manufacturing is converted to 

the war effort. Like millions of other women, Emma Belle Petcher of Mobile enters the 

industrial work force, becoming an airplane inspector, while her city struggles to cope 

with a population explosion. In Europe, thousands of American airmen are asked to brave 

flak and German fighter planes on daylight bombing missions over enemy territory. All 

of them, including Earl Burke of Sacramento, know that each time they return to the air 

their chances of surviving the war diminish. Allied troops invade Sicily and then southern 

Italy. With them is Babe Ciarlo of Waterbury, whose division loses 3,265 men in 56 days 

of fighting - and moves less than 50 miles.As 1943 ends, Allied leaders draw up plans for 

the long-delayed invasion of Europe; Hitler put tens of thousands of laborers to work 

strengthening his coastal defenses. For the people of Mobile, Sacramento, Waterbury and 

Luverne, things are bound to get tougher still. 

 

 

VOTE: AMERICAN EXPERIECE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Learn about the first generation of leaders in the decades-long battle to win the vote for 

women. In the 19th century, a time women had few legal rights, Susan B. Anthony and 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton galvanized thousands to demand equal citizenship.  



 5 

Arts 
 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: THE GERSHWINS’ PORGY AND BESS (180) 

minutes  

Aired Friday, July 17, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Enjoy this classic American folk opera that brings 1920s Charleston to life with a beloved 

score from George Gershwin in a new production directed by James Robinson. Eric 

Owens and Angel Blue star in the title roles and David Robertson conducts. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: RODGERS AND HAMMERSTEIN’S THE KING 

AND I (180) minutes 

Aired Friday, August 21, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Kelli O'Hara and Ken Watanabe star in a Tony Award-winning revival of the beloved 

musical about a British schoolteacher instructing the royal children of the King of Siam, 

featuring classic songs including "Hello, Young Lovers" and "Shall We Dance." 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: NOW HEAR THIS, SERIES 2—HAYDN: KING OF 

THE STRINGS (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, September 18, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Explore the work of famed composer Joseph Haydn's career with host Scott Yoo and 

featured guest artists as he discovers how Haydn borrowed folk music from Scotland, 

Hungary and Austria to create his famous "Emperor Quartet."  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

CHINA—POWER AND PROSPERITY: PBS NEWSHOUR PRESENTS (60) 

minutes 

Aired Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

Explore the future of China's relationship with the U.S., which will help determine the 

new international order, the dominant technology supporting the world's communications 

infrastructure, and the global economy. 

 

 

SUZE ORMAN’S ULTIMATE GUIDE TO RETIREMENT (120) minutes 

Aired Saturday, August 8, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

Join the acclaimed personal finance expert for essential advice on planning for and 

thriving in retirement. With empathy, straight talk and humor, Suze provides information 

about key steps for anyone trying to achieve their "ultimate retirement." 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, September 7, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

The British city of Leicester has spent more than two months as the United Kingdom’s 

most notorious coronavirus hot spot. Its problems originally sprang from a district 

that houses garment factories -- where some unscrupulous owners have been accused of 

operating sweatshops during the pandemic. Special correspondent Malcolm Brabant 

reports on an industry some critics call “modern slavery.”  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

POV: THE ADVOCATE (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, July 27, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

Meet Israeli lawyer Lea Tsemel, a political firebrand who is known by her opponents as 

"the devil's advocate" for her decades-long defense of Palestinians who have been 

accused of resisting the occupation, both violently and non-violently. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND (30) minutes 

Aired Sunday, August 2, 2020 at 6:00 pm 

Since the killing of George Floyd, legislators and police departments have moved to 

ban the use of neckholds, which have long been controversial. LAPD had restricted the 

use of these back in 1982. What led to this change in police policy? Cardiologist Dr. 

Richard Allen Williams recalls the unsettling phone call that he says made a 

difference. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: POLICING THE POLICE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 50, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Race, policing, and the struggle to hold departments accountable. In the wake of George 

Floyd's killing, New Yorker writer Jelani Cobb examines prospects for reform, and 

returns to the case of one troubled department he first visited in 2016.  
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Economy 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, July 1, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

The U.S. epicenter of the coronavirus pandemic has shifted to the South and West, 

where cases have ballooned to record highs. At least 14 states are now pausing their 

reopening plans or moving back toward lockdown, and the national death toll from the 

disease has topped 127,000. Still, the majority of states are continuing to lift 

their restrictions on movement and activities. Amna Nawaz reports. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, August 6, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

American businesses suffering through the pandemic’s economic fallout have received 

hundreds of billions of dollars in federal loans since the Paycheck Protection 

Program opened this spring. But accessing that funding was challenging for business 

owners with criminal records. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reports as part of 

our new series, Searching for Justice. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: GROWING UP POOR IN AMERICA (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

The experience of child poverty against the backdrop of the pandemic and increasing 

racial tensions. Set in Ohio, the film follows children and their families navigating issues 

of poverty, homelessness, race and new challenges due to COVID-19. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

FORCES OF NATURE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, July 22, 2020 at 10:00pm 

We can't directly see the forces that govern Earth, but we can see their shadows in the 

shapes of nature that surround us. If we understand why these shapes exist, we can 

understand the rules that bind the entire universe. 

 

 

NATURE: UNDERCOVER IN THE JUNGLE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

Go undercover with a film crew on a perilous journey to the untouched wilderness of 

biodiversity in the Amazon rainforest. Meet some of the most incredible creatures, from 

pygmy marmosets to pumas, as the wild secrets of the jungle are revealed. 

 

 

BORNEO: ISLANDS OF WONDER (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 23, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

A journey from Borneo's rich coral reefs, through lush jungles, to its mountainous heart, 

reveals it is no paradise, and the struggles to survive are the secret to a greater variety of 

life than found on than almost any other island. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, July 27, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

In our news wrap Monday, final-stage trials got underway in the biggest COVID-19 

study so far. The first of 30,000 volunteers received initial dosages of a vaccine 

candidate developed by the National Institutes of Health and drugmaker Moderna in 

record time. Also, the Miami Marlins canceled their first home game amid reports that 

at least 14 players have tested positive for COVID-19. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: LOVE, LIFE & THE VIRUS (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

A mother's fight to survive COVID and see her newborn baby. How the coronavirus hit 

one immigrant family, their struggle to be reunited, and the community that rallied 

around them. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 1, 2020 at 7:00 pm  

In the United Kingdom, residents have long considered the National Health Service 

(NHS) one of the nation’s greatest accomplishments. Across the Atlantic, U.S. 

Democrats have proposed a similar single-payer system for the U.S., but conservatives 

have raised alarms about access problems within the NHS. William Brangham reports as 

part of our series, The Best Health Care? America &amp; the World. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE POLITICS OF CONSPIRACY (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at 10:00pm 

How trafficking in conspiracy theories went from the fringes of U.S. politics into the 

White House. The alliance of conspiracy entrepreneur Alex Jones, Trump advisor Roger 

Stone, and the president, and their role in the battle over truth and lies. 

 

 

STATECRAFT: THE BUSH 41 TEAM (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

Examine the presidency of George H.W. Bush and his foreign policy team's expertise as 

they navigated international crises like the fall of the Berlin Wall, reunification of 

Germany, collapse of Russia, the Panama invasion and the invasion of Kuwait. 

 

 

BUILDING THE AMERICAN DREAM (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 15, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

Travel to Texas, where immigrant construction workers are seeking justice and equality 

in an industry rife with exploitation. Across the state, there's an unprecedented building 

boom, fueled by Latino laborers with little or no rights.  



 12 

 

Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: MAKING NORTH AMERICA (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at 9:00pm 

See the epic 3-billion-year story of how our continent came to be. From palm trees that 

once flourished in Alaska to huge eruptions that nearly tore the Midwest in two, discover 

how forces of almost unimaginable power gave birth to North America. 

 

 

NOVA: DECODING THE GREAT PYRAMIDS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 9:00 pm 

Stunning new archaeological evidence provides clues about the Egyptians who built the 

Great Pyramid of Giza -- and how they did it. Join researchers as they delve into the 

logbook of a work crew and discover how the massive project transformed Egypt. 

 

 

HACKING YOUR MIND: US VS. THEM (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 23, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

Discover how the auto-pilot biases we all experience fuel our nation's divisions, see how 

authoritarians can hack them and find out how to overcome them.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

FRONTLINE: ONCE UPON A TIME IN IRAQ (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, July 14, 2020 at 10:00 pm 

See the epic 3-billion-year story of how our continent came to be. From palm trees that 

once flourished in Alaska to huge eruptions that nearly tore the Midwest in two, discover 

how forces of almost unimaginable power gave birth to North America. 

 

 

GI JEWS—JEWISH AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II (120) minutes 

Aired Saturday, August 8, 2020 at 6:00 pm 

Discover the story of these brave servicemen and women who fought for equality and 

tolerance around the world. Featuring new interviews with Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner, 

Henry Kissinger, the late Bea Cohen and others. 

 

 

THE VIETNAM WAR: DEJA VU (90) minutes 

Aired Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 8:00 pm 

After a long and brutal war, revolutionaries led by Ho Chi Minh end nearly a century of 

French colonial rule. With the Cold War intensifying, Vietnam is divided: communists 

hold the North, while America supports an untested regime in the South. 


