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Issue: Register to Vote 

Each year, millions of Americans find themselves unable to vote because they missed the registration 

deadline or are not sure how to register to vote. It is important for American citizens to be fully franchised 

and exercise their right to vote.    
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue during the first two weeks of October through an on-air 

campaign designed to education listeners about their options for how to register to vote and to remind 

them of registration deadlines. The campaign also provided examples of why voting is important and why 

no one should ever sit out an election.  Between October 1 and 13, WSOU aired 280 minutes of content 

on this issue. The station also used its website and social media platforms to remind people to register 

vote and to provide links to registration resources and information. 

 

Issue: Encouraging Voting in the General Election 

Many registered voters in WSOU’s listening area do not exercise their right to vote.  Research has 

indicated that lack of awareness of registration status, election dates, and polling place locations is one 

key reason registered voters fail to cast a ballot.  In addition, changes to the voting process in both New 

Jersey and New York for 2020 meant all potential voters needed to be educated about mail-in ballot, early 

in-person voting, and election day voting procedures.      
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue between October 1 and November 3 through a variety of 

programming methods.  First, WSOU aired a series of on-air messages to educate listeners about how 

voting would be different in 2020 due to the pandemic.  The station aired spots explaining New Jersey’s 

vote by mail process and addressed new voting options available in New York.  The station also aired 

spots encouraging listeners to get out and vote and spots that informed people how they could check their 

registration status and find their polling place.  Second, WSOU’s newscasts included stories about how 

registered voters could exercise their right to vote, as well interviews with elected officials and experts to 

help listeners understand that voting during the pandemic would be safe and secure.  Third, WSOU’s 

news programming highlighted the issues at stake in general election – from choosing the next President 

of the United States to electing local officials to a ballot initiative to legalize marijuana in New Jersey and 

many other topics – so listeners could make informed decisions and understand why their vote matters. 

Between October 1 and November 3, WSOU aired 1214 minutes of content on this issue. The station also 

used its website and social media platforms to remind people to vote and to provide links to voter 

information resources. 

 

Issue: COVID-19 Pandemic 

New Jersey and New York were major epicenters of COVID-19 during the earliest months of the 

pandemic and the region remains deeply concerned about the virus and controlling community spread.  In 

addition, the local economy has been profoundly impacted by the pandemic and many individual and 

family lives/routines are upended.  Finally, cases of COVID-19 increased dramatically during the fourth 

quarter of 2020.  All of these factors meant that WSOU’s listeners continued to be very interested in 

COVID-19 news and information.  
 

Programming: Throughout the quarter, WSOU addressed this issue by providing regular updates on the 

COVID-19 outbreak.  This included breaking COVID-19 news updates, information on 

local/state/regional/national responses to the pandemic, interviews with medical experts, reports on the 

economic consequences of the pandemic, and other vital information for listeners.  WSOU also aired 

PSAs about how listeners could reduce their chances of infection and slow community spread of COVID-

19 through social distancing, hand washing, mask wearing, and other measures.  Between October 1 and 

December 31, WSOU aired more than 400 minutes of content on this issue.  

 



Quarterly Issues & Programs 

WSOU-FM, South Orange, NJ 

Fourth Quarter 2020 (October 2020 – December 2020) 

January 7, 2020 
 

 

 

Issue: Presidential and Congressional Elections  

It goes without saying that a presidential election year is of interest to everyone within WSOU’s 

coverage area.  In particular, as a student-run University-owned radio station, listeners naturally 

turn to WSOU as a source of news and analysis about issues of particular interest to students and 

the higher education community, as well as the general challenges facing the nation.  

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through its news, public affairs, and special 

programming.  The following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

 

1) WSOU Newscasts  

WSOU airs newscasts regularly throughout the day. In the 4th Quarter, WSOU news anchors and 

reporters covered a variety of election-related stories, including student financial aid and debt, 

higher education funding, social justice, voter suppression, the candidates’ stances on many 

issues, and more. Estimated total time of coverage: 65 minutes 

 

2) Pirate News Desk, Sundays, 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Pirate News Desk is WSOU’s weekly public affairs show dedicated to exploring the week’s 

news and issues.  In the weeks leading up to the election, Pirate News Desk examined election-

related news, including the Presidential and Vice Presidential debates, early voting, and the 

efforts of The Lincoln Project. PND aired 20 minutes of content on this issue. 

 

3) Election Night Coverage, Tuesday, November 3  

The WSOU news department presented a one-hour election night special from 8 – 9 p.m., 

followed by live updates on the election twice each hour, providing results and analysis. 

Interviews with local voters were also aired.  Each update lasted 5 minutes. There was a total of 

90 minutes of content on this issue. 
 

 

 

Issue: Local, National, and International News 

The news is always changing and audience research on WSOU’s listeners indicates that the 

station is the only source of broadcast news for a subset of the station’s audience.  Without news 

reports from a verified and reputable source, these listeners might not get any “real news” in 

their daily media diet.  In addition, all listeners benefit from being made aware of the day’s news 

and critical issues facing the region, the nation, and the world.   

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this need through the airing of two 90-second newscasts per 

hour between 6 – 10 a.m. and 2 – 7 p.m. Monday through Friday. These newscasts are a critical 

part of WSOU’s mission to serve “the public interest, convenience, and necessity,” while also 

fulling its pre-professional development mission to nurture the next generation of broadcast 

journalists.  The “89-point-5 News Update” provides a concise summary of local, national, and 

international news, plus sports and weather.  Vital COVID-19 news is incorporated into the 

newscasts as needed.  
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Issue: Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, and many of them are eager to 

seek out Catholic-based and Catholic-enthused inspiration. Furthermore, the Catholic and academic 

communities within the walls of Seton Hall University’s campus also have an interest in exploring 

Catholic values as they are expressed through one’s vocation.  
 

Programming: WSOU helps address this need through the airing of “Personally Speaking with 

Monsignor Jim Lisante.”  The program is weekly conversations with prominent people from the worlds of 

entertainment, religion, politics, sports, journalism, and literature about some of the most personal aspects 

of their lives, including their faith. “Personally Speaking” airs Saturdays from 6:00 – 6:30 a.m.  
 

October 3: In this episode of Personally Speaking, Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by poet and 

filmmaker Tomos Roberts. Tomos’ poem “The Great Realization” looks back on life before the 

coronavirus. His reading of “The Great Realization” to his younger brother and sister has been translated 

into twenty languages and went viral for the hope it provides. 
 

October 10: Monsignor Jim Lisante is talks with Emmy award-winning actor Jai Rodriguez, who 

discusses his life, his career, living his truth, and the values that matter most to him. 
 

October 17: Monsignor Jim Lisante speaks with John Largan, who is a member of the Christian 

musical group CrossHarmony. He discusses his efforts to bring Christian music to the general public. 
 

October 24: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Actor and singer Reeve Carney about his Broadway 

career, his faith, and the values that mean the most to him. 
 

October 31: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by firefighter and paramedic Jason Sautel about his new 

book “The Rescuer: One Firefighter’s Story of Courage, Darkness, & the Relentless Love that Saved Him.” 
 

November 7: Actor Reeve Carney returns to discuss with Monsignor Jim Lisante how religion and his 

faith has helped him deal with a crisis in his life.  
 

November 14: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Jean Trebek, wife of beloved “Jeopardy!” host Alex 

Trebek. Jean taped this interview with Msgr. Lisante on July 31, 2020. She spoke about her marriage, 

family, faith, and finding gratitude while living with serious illness in this poignant interview. 
 

November 21: Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with Australian actor and singer Stephen Mahy about how 

to remain real to your beliefs.  
 

November 28: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by actor, singer, and musician Kyle Riabko, who has 

opened for a wide range of artists including Maroon 5. He has also starred on Broadway in “Spring 

Awakening” and “Hair”. 
 

December 5: Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with Tony Award-nominated stage, film, and television 

actor Andrew Rannells, who stars in the Netflix film “The Prom.”  
 

December 12: Monsignor Jim Lisante’s speaks with NY Times sportswriter and best-selling author Joe 

Drape about his new book “The Saint Makers: Inside the Catholic Church and How a War Hero Inspired 

a Journey of Faith.” 
 

December 19: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Dolly Parton. The country music legend discusses 

Christmas, growing up in the Smoky Mountains, why she feels her Christian faith is deeply embedded in 

her spirit, and why she considers God her “co-writer” on all her songs and her “co-pilot” in life.   
 

December 26: Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with singer-songwriter Caleb Collins. Collins worked with 

the six-time Grammy Award-winning Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir, directing and leading over 10,000 

people in worship weekly. He has released a new Christmas album called “Christmas Around the Keys.” 
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Issue:  Individuals can easily feel overwhelmed by call the challenges facing humankind – climate 

change, famine, war, poverty, social injustice, economic injustice, violence, lack of access to adequate 

healthcare, racism, sexism, and so much more.  People throughout WSOU’s listening area often seek 

solutions to these challenges and inspiration on how they might help repair the world around them.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Making Contact,” a weekly program that analyzes 

critical social and environmental issues and showcases solutions in order to inform and inspire action. 

“Making Contact” airs Saturdays 6:30 – 7:00 a.m. 
 

October 3: Women Rising Radio: Women Challenge Capitalism – Women are challenging male-

dominated power structures, and creating alternatives to the profit-driven economic model of capitalism. 

This episode features Jinwar, a women-led village in Northern Syria, and the worker-owners of Up & Go, 

a cleaning cooperative in New York City. To place this global movement in historical perspective, scholar 

Silvia Federici discusses centuries of persecution and violence against women.  

 

October 10:  70 Million: Voting from Jail is a Right, and Now a Reality in Chicago – Today, in the 

lead up to the next general election, many Americans in custody still cannot vote. According to the 

Bureau of Justice Statistics, of the almost 740,000 people in Illinois jails, about two-thirds are awaiting 

court action on a charge. In other words, nearly 500,000 of them may be eligible to vote. A year ago, 

Illinois passed a law requiring all jails to ensure that pre-trial detainees have an opportunity to vote. In 

Chicago’s Cook County Jail, the nation’s largest single-site jail, about 95% of detainees are awaiting trial 

and the vast majority is eligible to vote. The Sheriff Tom Dart explains why he is an enthusiastic 

supporter of expanding this voting program. 
 

October 17:  Unblock the Vote 2020 – This week’s episode explores felon disenfranchisement and the 

political battle to restore the voting rights of over 6 million people not eligible to vote because of laws 

that restrict people convicted of felonies from voting. We meet criminal justice activists in California 

pushing to restore the rights of 50,000 individuals on parole, through the advocacy of a ballot measure in 

November’s election. We will also turn our attention to the Native vote.  In 2019 and early 2020, Native 

Americans testified at congressional field hearings about the ways in which their votes were being 

suppressed. We examine why that is happening and what can be done about it.  
 

October 24: Self Care as Selfless Act: Mental Health at the Root of Activism – Activists in the Latinx 

immigrant community of Los Angeles share what they do to take care of their mental health. The issues 

these activists work on often impact their personal lives, and people who work in the service of others are 

particularly at risk of burnout and compassion fatigue. Self-care becomes a “selfless act” when it allows 

activists to stay healthy and do their work in a sustainable way. 
 

October 31: Fighting for the Ballot: Race and Voter Suppression in the 2020 – November’s upcoming 

election has already become one of the most contested elections in U.S. history, with the president 

questioning the validity of mail-in ballots, “unofficial” ballot drop-off boxes popping up in California, 

and the threat of armed militias patrolling the polls. But voter suppression and its targets aren’t a new 

phenomena. People of color and the poor have always been dissuaded from voting. We look at how race 

and voter suppression might play a role in the 2020 election, and we talk to organizers from the South 

who are fighting it, and ensuring that everyone has the right to vote not just in this election, but in every 

single election.  

 

 

More 
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November 7:  Election 2020 Special: More Than a Vote – Voting in one of the most momentous 

presidential elections in the nation’s history is over. This week’s show discusses the 2020 election, 

focusing on issues beyond just the vote, including protecting the right to vote in future elections.  
 

November 14: The Electoral College’s Dirty History – The 2020 presidential election once again has 

Americans talking about and debating the Electoral College. On this program, we explore the Electoral 

College. Who are the electors, anyway? Will the United States ever adopt a popular vote for president?  

Yale University Law & Political Science Professor Akhil Reed Amar has noted that the Electoral College 

discourages voting, lessens the power of the states, and could work to the disadvantage of either major 

political party.  Akhil Reed Amar speaks with Angela McKenzie of Initiative Radio about how the U.S. 

constitution can be changed to create a fairer system of voting and a more just society. 
 

November 21: #SayHerName: Black Women, Police Violence, and Abolition – It’s been six years 

since the #SayHerName movement to draw greater awareness and action around Black female victims of 

police and state violence was created by the African American Policy Forum. Today, the deaths of Black 

women and girls at the hands of law enforcement still don’t generate the same outrage as that of Black 

men and boys. We provide historical context of that disparity, highlight specific stories of police killings 

of Black women, and seek to understand the pattern of erasure that makes #sayhername necessary. 
 

November 28: Language Is Life, Land Is Sacred – This week’s topic is Biocultural Diversity and how it 

affects the land and our language. Making Contact’s Community Storytelling Fellows Vincent Medina (a 

Chochenyo Ohlone Native-American who is a part of a young generation working to revitalize the 

Chochenyo language for future generations) and Isabella Zizi (a young Native-American 

environmentalist) dive into this issue.  
 

December 5: On the Brink: Homelessness before and during COVID-19 – When the coronavirus 

pandemic hit the U.S., many of us were told to “shelter in place” in order to minimize the spread of 

disease. But for people who are forced to live on the street, it is not possible to just close the door and 

retreat to safety. Today’s show is about homelessness. We start by following two women as they undergo 

several evictions, even though they are already living in encampments. And we talk about the impact 

these ongoing displacements have on their mental and physical health. Then we take a look at how 

homeless communities are dealing with COVID-19 and finally, we talk about market forces in the 

housing crisis and how to fight for “the right to housing.”  
 

December 12: Aftershocks of Disaster: Puerto Rico Before and After the Storm – Three years after 

Hurricane Maria hit, Puerto Ricans are still reeling from its effects and aftereffects. We bring you a 

Haymarket Books talk by Marisol LeBrón, Yarimar Bonilla, and Molly Crabapple, on a collection of 

essays called “Aftershocks of Disaster: Puerto Rico Before and After the Storm” which discusses the 

legacy of Maria and community organizing in the face of government abandonment. This event includes 

the premier of the new short film: “Aftershocks of Disaster,” directed by Juan C. Dávila, which examines 

the lasting effects of hurricane Maria.  
 

December 19:  The Deep: Rising Sea Levels and Corporate Control of Water – On this episode of 

Making Contact, a look at the privatization of our earth’s most precious resource – water.  People around 

the world have been organizing against this privatization in the face of climate change and rising sea 

levels that threaten to contaminate our limited drinking water supplies. Come along with us to South 

Florida and Lagos, Nigeria to explore this issue. 
 

December 26:  The Pandemic, Loss and Racial Inequity – According to the CDC, Blacks and Latinos are 

3 times as likely to die from COVID as their white counterparts. This disproportionate harm has sparked a 

response from community organizers and researchers alike. We turn our attention to those Americans 

who are bearing the brunt of the coronavirus fallout. You will hear from folks on the front lines to data 

experts looking to use pandemic related research to address racial and health disparities and to initiate 

progressive change. 
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Issue: Business and Personal Leadership 

While there is the saying “she/he/they is a natural born leader,” research shows that effective leaders are 

made, not born.  As the world becomes more complex with each passing year, every person needs a set of 

leadership skills to successfully navigate their professional and personal lives.   

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the program “Leadership,” hosted by business 

consultant, Stillman School of Business alumnus, and former Seton Hall University adjunct professor 

Darrell Gunter.  The program enlightens listeners on the best practices in leadership and shares the 

practical steps to improve the efficiency and effectiveness in their professional lives, and how those same 

steps can have application outside of work. “Leadership” airs Saturdays from 8:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

October 3: This week’s guests are Fred and Melissa Platt, the founders of Footprints for Sam. They 

discuss their work to improve pediatric healthcare following the death of their son Sam and their 

leadership approach to growing and managing their South Africa-based nonprofit.  

October 10: Historian Ned Donahue, author of “Friends as Enemies,” discusses the invasion of 

Philadelphia by the British during the Revolutionary War and what it teaches us about leadership. 

October 17: Heather Staines, founder of Behind The Numbers, talks about how we can let people who 

have lost someone to Coronavirus be able to process their grief.  

October 24: Jim Smith, president of Gan Analytics, discusses trends in the stock market. 

October 31: Diversity and Inclusion Consultant Jo Burkholder lays out how companies and 

institutions can address equity in the workplace and why real leaders embrace and promote diversity. 
 

November 7: For more than 30 years, photographer Dave Moser has photographed everyone from 

CEOs to celebrities to industry leaders to politicians to the everyday “regular folks.” He shares what he 

has learned about leadership from being behind the lens.  
 

November 14: Guest Andrew Frazier, CEO of Small Business Professional, talks about how to run a 

small business in a professional manner and the challenges faced by small businesses. 
 

November 21: Peter Stockman of Gammet Strategies shares the best leadership practices to make 

change in corporate structure and culture.  
 

November 28: Guest Shedia Nelson, CEO of URGENT, Inc., talks about how she leads her Miami-

based nonprofit, which focuses on empowering youth to transform their communities. 
 

December 5: Management Consultant Leo Bottary discusses his new book “Peernovation: What Peer 

Advisory Groups Can Teach Us About Building High-Performing Teams” and how we can all use 

industry peers to improve a company’s or small business’ management initiatives. 
 

December 12: Joyce Black, the author of “Trapped in Deception,” discusses making your own choices 

and how it affects your career and life. 
 

December 19: This week’s guest is author Heather Monohan. Her book is “Confidence Creator” and she 

discusses how to build your confidence at work as well as in your personal life 
 

December 26: Producer Jeri Wachter and Producer/Director Joseph C. Stillman discuss the process of 

creating and filming their documentary Something in the Water that takes a hard look at the polarization 

of race, politics, economics, and COVID-19 in the USA. 
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Issue: Workplace Satisfaction and Career Advancement/Enrichment  

Whether it is a large multinational corporation or a small-town business, poor communication and/or 

leadership from management can leave workers confused or demoralized. A majority of Americans report 

being unhappy in their current job.  Now more than ever, American workers need help with finding a 

good work environment and making it meaningful.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “Thank God For 

Monday.”  The program is hosted by Brother Greg Cellini, a former human resources executive who 

became a Franciscan Monk after more than two decades in the corporate world.  For a millennial’s 

perspective, Gino Piro joins Brother Greg most weeks as co-host. “Thank God for Monday” airs 

Saturdays from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Major topics for the quarter are as follows:  
 

October 3: Mark Timm and Kevin Harrington, authors of “Mentor to Millions,” discuss the need for 

a mentor to succeed in business. 
 

October 10: Dan Pontefract, author of “Lead, Care, Win,” he talks about breaking away from a busy 

life and discovering how satisfying it is to make other people’s lives better through your actions. 
 

October 17: Camille Moore, a writer and editor with a passion for storytelling, provides valuable tips 

for how to pursue a career in journalism. 
 

October 24:  Brant Menswar, author of “Black Sheep Values” and “Rock 'N' Roll With It: Overcoming 

the Challenge of Change,” talks about how we can all uncover the core values that define our life and then 

following them to give our careers and personal lives more meaning. 
 

October 31: Barbara Mitchell and Cornelia Gamlen, the authors of “The Big Book of HR,” discuss 

how human resource departments can do a better job improving work environments and employee 

benefits, especially during the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

November 7: Erica and Joe Florentine, authors of “Foundation of a Successful Life” share how to 

achieve success through happiness.  
 

November 14: Community organizer Rob Andrews, president Community Works, talks about his work 

to help low-income people find employment, especially those who have spent time incarcerated. 
 

November 21: Brother Greg and Gina are joined by Stephen Thieringer, the founder of The Human 

Innovation Garage, for a discussion about entrepreneurship and how it has changed in today’s culture. 
 

November 28: Kristi Nelson is director of A Network for Grateful Living and the author of “Wake Up 

Grateful.” Her nonprofit works to provide help for people in need and she also works to show others how 

to be grateful for what you have. 
 

December 5:  Kathryn and Michael K. Redman, authors of “Fulfilled,” discuss “a passion and provision 

strategy” for building a business with profit, purpose, and legacy. 
 

December 12:  Alissa Lopez, the founder of “Families Do,” shares stories about her work aiding 

families, especially working mothers, dealing with the stress of family relationships. 
 

December 19:  Dr. Jim Loehr discusses his work helping people work on developing their moral and 

ethical character to improve their lives. 
 

December 26:  Gail A. Cassidy, author of “Discover Your Passion: An Intuitive Search to Find Your 

Purpose in Life,” discusses finding your passion and purpose.  
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Issue: Understanding Catholic Belief 

Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, yet many of them struggle with 

understanding their faith’s tenets, values, and teachings, especially in a modern context. Catholics and 

non-Catholics alike desire to better understand the Church in the 21st century.  

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the religious public affairs program “The Knightly 

Message.” Each week, The Knightly Message engages in a conversation about the teachings of the 

Catholic Church. The program is hosted by Seton Hall alumnus Andre Viola of Knights of Columbus 

Chapter 10563, who is often joined by fellow Knights of Columbus brothers, Seton Hall seminarians, and 

local Catholic priests. Discussions range from Church practices, Roman Catholic beliefs, being Catholic 

in contemporary society, Saints and Feast Days, prayer, and much more. The program airs Sundays from 

8:00-8:30 a.m. 

 

October 4:  The power of Jesus’ parables.  

October 11:  Carlo Acutis beatified  

October 18:  Balancing our devotions to God and the world around us. 

October 25: A discussion about Pope Francis’ comments that some suggest show support for civil 

unions for LGBTQ couples.  

November 1: All Saints Day & discernment for elections.  

November 8:  Plenary Indulgences. 

November 15:  Praying for safety and the second wave of COVID-19.  

November 22: Christ the King Sunday.  

November 29:  New Liturgical Year & Preparing for Christmas. 

December 6: Advent. 

December 13: Pope Francis declares 2021 to be The Year of St. Joseph 

December 20: Gaudete Sunday & Christmas. 

December 27: Christmas season and Holy Family Sunday.  
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Issue: Embracing and Understanding Catholic Belief 

Catholics numbers in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, yet many of them struggle with 

understanding their faith’s tenets, values, and teachings, especially in a modern context. Conversations 

with community members in WSOU’s listening area have revealed that both Catholics and non-Catholics 

alike wish to better understand the Church’s teaching and role in the 21st century.   

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “Catholic Café,” which 

airs Sundays from 8:30-9:00 a.m.  The Catholic Café engages a variety of guests each week in 

conversation about the teaching of the Catholic Church. The program is hosted by Deacon Jeff 

Drzycimski, Sam Rodriguez, and Tom Dorian. Major topics for the quarter are as follows: 

October 4:  Sister Bethany Madonna, Director of Vocations for her Religious Order, the Sisters of 

Life, shares her own vocation story and offers some great insight for all those discerning 

a call from God. 

October 11:  We all love Easter, and for good reason. But there is a way we can live in Easter joy all 

year long – we have to live in the Resurrection. 

October 18:  We must never forget to keep the main thing the main thing. And we must never forget 

the WHY of evangelization. We can do so much more when we realize He is our strength 

and our inspiration. 

October 25: We really don’t mind asking a doctor, lawyer, or friend for advice and direction when it 

comes to decisions about our day to day life. But when it comes to our eternal life, most 

of us don’t ask for advice. Today, we discuss the concept of spiritual direction and how a 

little direction can keep us from getting lost on our faith journey. 

November 1: Evangelization cannot be separated from the concept and reality of the family. When we 

evangelize, we must take into account the family dynamics of whoever we are speaking 

to, as well as the family of the Church and the Family of God. 

November 8:  The old saying that if you give a man a fish you feed him for a day, but if you teach a 

man to fish you feed him for life is true for evangelization as well. 

November 15:  Most folks agree that pretty much all good things that get done are done with the help of 

more than one individual. Same goes for evangelization. The most successful 

evangelizing usually takes place with a collaborative effort. 

November 22: Many people do not consider God or religion or any kind of spirituality a top priority in 

their lives. Evangelizing is a lot more successful if we can help them see the relevance of 

God.  

November 29:  We all have wished we had more time to accomplish whatever is we find on our to do 

lists. Now that most of us have that time, we have to be wise about the choices we make. 

 

More  
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December 6: Life can certainly be difficult at times, even seemingly hopeless. Some people may find 

themselves angry at God, asking Him why this could be happening. Perhaps we can see 

some light at the end of the tunnel, and find a way to stay in grace. 

December 13: In the Birth Narrative of Jesus, Joseph has four dreams in the first two chapters of the 

Gospel of Matthew that speak volumes about how God speaks to us and what He desires 

for the family.  

December 20: Program preempted for a Christmas special. 

December 27: Deacon Jeff talks with Fr. Earl Fernandez of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati about the role 

that our conscience plays in making moral decisions, and the vital importance of having a 

properly formed conscience so that our judgments are not erroneous.  
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Issue: Staying Connected with Your Catholic Faith During a Pandemic  

Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area and during COVID-19 pandemic, many 

churches have closed their doors to the public, leaving the faithful unable to participate in Mass.  As the 

radio station of the region’s leading Catholic university, people within WSOU’s coverage area look to 

Seton Hall as a source for Catholic teaching and programming on Sundays.  

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the airing of a weekly Mass on Sundays from 10 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. This broadcast allowed individuals to remain connected to the Catholic Church by 

listening to the celebration of the Mass from the safety of their own homes. 
 

 

Issue:  In a world full of crisis, despair, injustice, poverty, and outright evil, many throughout the 

New York metropolitan area seek inspiration and hope during the troubled times of the 21st 

century. 
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Christopher Closeup,” a weekly program that 

features inspiring conversations with individuals who are marking a difference in the world and who have 

found direction through their faith.  Hosted by Toni Rossi, the program airs Sundays 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
 

October 4:  Monica Gabriel, advice columnist for Vanity Fair, talks about including God in your 

relationships 
 

October 11:  Jeannie Gaffigan, the wife and writing partner of comedian Jim Gaffigan, discusses her 

memoir “When Life Gives You Pears,” about the pear-sized brain tumor that upended her 

life, how the Catholic faith in which she was raised became a powerful force in her life, 

and why she believes that God gave her some new commandments to follow after she 

survived her ordeal. 
 

October 18:  Chris Edmonds discusses the biography he wrote about his father Roddie Edmonds’ acts 

of heroism during World War II, the way in which he saved the lives of Jewish American 

soldiers in a Nazi POW camp, and how his Christian faith was a motivating and unifying 

force in his life. 
 

October 25: Gary Jansen, an award-winning author, speaker, and editor for Penguin Books, was 

recently struck by the thought of his own mortality. The husband and father of two sons 

suddenly asked himself, “What if I’m not here next year?” He discusses what came next. 
 

December 6: Filmmakers Charles Kinnane & Michael Campo discuss their documentary The Human 

Experience which took them from the streets of New York to a leper colony in Africa to 

explore questions about the purpose of life and the inherent dignity of every human 

person. 
 

December 13:  Ashley Eckstein, the voice of Jedi-in-training Ahsoka Tano in the animated “Star Wars” 

series “The Clone Wars” and “Rebels,” discusses her faith, what it’s like portraying a 

character who is a role model to many, her dedication to removing the stigma from 

mental health challenges, and her commitment to promoting kindness. 
 

December 20:  Stories that reflect the best of Christmas. 
 

December 29: Actress Patricia Heaton discusses her life choices and the work she does for World 

Vision, which focuses on improving life for people in Africa. 
 

Note: On November 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, WSOU aired “Global Current,” a podcast from Seton Hall 

University’s School of Diplomacy and International Relations, in place of Christopher Closeup. 
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Issue: International Relations and News  

No other radio market in the United States is as culturally diverse and populated with people from all over 

the world than the New York market.  Virtually every country in the world is represented by individuals 

living within WSOU’s signal range.  And with the area a critical hub in the global economy, the 

community WSOU serves is very interested in international relations and global issues.   

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing the podcast “Global Current,” which is produced by 

students in Seton Hall’s School of Diplomacy and International Relations.  For their fall 2020 season, the 

Global Current team produced five episodes, which aired on Saturdays from 10:30 – 11:00 a.m.    

November 1: Afghan Negotiations in Qatar: Can Diplomacy Resolve the 40-Year-Old Civil War? 

This on ongoing conflict is almost half a century-long old. Can it be resolved with 

diplomacy? Brady Black serves as the briefer in today’s episode and walks you through 

the progression of this conflict. Brady is joined by analysts Sebastian Kopec and Sara 

Fakik, who contextualize what the negotiations in Qatar may really mean. 

 

November 8: Can Pope Francis's Remarks on Same-Sex Marriage Bring Greater Global LGBT 

Rights? 

By now, we have all heard what Pope Francis has to say on same-sex marriage. Coming 

from him, it is revolutionary. But what does it mean? What will come out of it? Can it 

bring more LGBT rights? Whether you are Catholic or atheist, this podcast is for you. 

Join the Global Current as Analysts Annie Hebel and Eric Bunce debate the significance 

of Pope Francis’s Remarks, accompanied by Briefer Jasmine DeLeon. 

 

November 15: How will France’s crackdown on ‘Islamic terrorism’ alienate Muslim nations? 

After a student beheaded their teacher in France for showing a caricature of the Prophet 

Mohammed, the nation began implementing harsh regulations on French Muslim 

citizens. Briefer Jackie Ballard sets the stage to discuss what this means for Muslim 

nations. Analysts Mark Gorman and Hamzah Khan dive deeper into this topic, showing 

the implications of France’s actions both nationally and internationally.  

 

November 22: The U.S. Presidential Election: Will a Biden Administration Change U.S. Foreign 

Policy? 

Just a few short weeks ago, the United States citizens elected Presidential candidate Joe 

Biden over the current administration. What are the implications a Biden presidency may 

have on U.S. foreign policy? Analysts Jackie Ballard and Eric Bunce discuss what the 

new administration may do on domestic issues and expand the discussion on how the 

Biden administration might handle relations with China, Russia, Iran, Turkey, and North 

Korea.  

 

November 29 West Indian Student Organization: BLM & Neo-Colonization 

The Global Current brings you an interview with WISO, Seton Hall’s West Indian 

Student Organization featuring Kayla Rivers, Kelsey Harris, and Dr. Simone Alexander. 

Today, WISO discusses the relevancy of the Black Lives Matter movement in the West 

Indies and dives deep into Neo-colonization. 
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Issue: The Importance of increased unity between the Catholic Church and the Jewish Community. 

Years of discord between the two cultures and religions has resulted in issues and misunderstandings. In 

recent times, efforts are being made to bring people together based on the ties between Christianity and 

Judaism. The Catholic Church has put itself in the forefront of improving relations. 

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the program “The Kinship of Catholics and Jews.” 

The program is hosted by Father Lawrence Frizzell, who is the Director of Judeo-Christian Studies at 

Seton Hall University. The show brings together various aspects of Christianity and Jewish culture in an 

effort of understanding. The Kinship of Catholics and Jews airs Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

 

October 4: Dr.  Randall Rosenberg discusses his book, “The Desire for God in a Secular Age.” 
 

October 11:  Dr. Peter Ahr, Associate Professor of Religion at Seton Hall, talks about his longtime 

career as a faculty member and what it is like to be a member of the SHU community.  
 

October 18: Fr. Fred Miller, the spiritual advisor for the undergraduates in the Immaculate Conception 

Seminary at Seton Hall, discusses his work in guiding young men into religious life. 
 

October 25: Beatification of Pope John Paul II and its Implications in Jewish-Christian Relations. 
 

November 1: Fr. Frizzell discusses All Saints' Day, a Christian festival celebrated in honor of all the 

saints. 
 

November 8: Fr. John Ranieri talks about sickness, death, and resurrection. He focuses on how faith 

can help a person deal with these issues. 
 

November 15: Fr. Frizzell interviews James A. Hamel, the Deputy Wing Chaplain at Eglin Air Force 

Base in Florida, about what it is like to celebrate Thanksgiving overseas. 
 

November 22: Georgetown University professor Dr. Eli McCarthy joins Fr. Frizzell for a discussion 

about peace, justice, and advocacy. Dr. McCarthy teaches classes about peace and is a 

regular participant at peace conferences. 

 

November 29: Fr. Frizzell discusses the Christian season of Advent to explore its meanings and themes. 
 

December 6: Dr. Johannes Morsink, Professor Emeritus of political philosophy at Drew University, 

talks about his recent book, “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 

Holocaust: An Endangered Connection.” 
 

December 13: Fr. Frizzell discusses the significance of the Feast of Hanukkah in the Jewish tradition 

with Rabbi Asher Finkel, Ph.D., founding member and Professor Emeritus of the Master 

of Arts in Jewish-Christian Studies Program in the Department of Religion at Seton Hall. 

 

December 20: Fr. Frizzell discusses various aspects of the Vigil Mass for Christmas. 

 

December 27:  Fr. Frizzell and Professor John Wargacki discuss “A Christmas Carol” and its importance 

to moral teaching. 
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Issue: Current Events. 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through its weekly public affairs program “Pirate News 

Desk.” Pirate News Desk is a weekly news talk show produced by the WSOU News Department and 

hosted by a rotating casts of student journalists. The show highlights national, international, New York, 

New Jersey, campus, lifestyle, and entertainment news. In addition, the news team conducts interview 

segments and covers events in the metropolitan area.  “PND” airs Sundays from 11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

October 4:  Stories Covered: President Trump and First Lady Melania Trump announce they tested 

positive for COVID-19; The first presidential debate; Governor Andrew Cuomo threatens 

to place fines over COVID compliance; The 2020 Census was announced to be extended 

by a month; Zef Eisenberg passes away attempting to break the British land speed record; 

Actor Rick Moranis was assaulted in New York; Sports Roundup: Giants, Jets & 

Yankees.  

October 11: Stories Covered: The Vice Presidential debate; Breonna Taylor body cam footage; 

Shutdown of nonessential business in Brooklyn and Queens as coronavirus spikes; 

Mailman arrested for dumping mail; Two New Yorkers are among the first young women 

to become Eagle Scouts; COVID cases in the NFL. 

October 18: Stories Covered: Apple iPhone 12 release; New Jersey Coronavirus cases rise; Former 

Gov. Chris Christie says he was wrong to not wear masks at White House events; Pfizer 

says it will not apply for emergency authorization any earlier then late November; 

Rumors of a spider-man reunion; COVID-19 on the SHU campus feature story. 

October 25: Stories Covered: Man dies in a violent fight at a Starbucks; Federal mask mandate could 

help end the coronavirus; Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner sue the Lincoln Project over 

an advertisement; Disney has put a warning label in front of some of their old movies 

streaming on Disney+ that fans may find racist or offensive; A new website called 

McBroken.com has been made which tells people which McFlurry machines are broken 

at which stores; The Americas are at risk for a polio outbreak due to delayed vaccinations 

caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

November 1: Stories Covered: Coverage and analysis of early voting; Colorado forest fires; La Niña 

phenomenon; Climate change impacts; Hurricane Zeta; News about wolves. 

November 8:  Stories Covered: The latest on the status and controversy over mail-in ballots; New 

Jersey legalizes marijuana; 10,000 coronavirus cases were reported in a single day; Elon 

Musk and Tesla struggling; Wildfires are destroying wine country in California; an 

iceberg the size of Manhattan is on its way to hit South Georgia Island. 

November 15: Stories Covered: Coronavirus vaccine rumors; Third COVID wave proves to be surging 

unchecked; NYC plans to shut down schools due to COVID; Hurricanes are proving to 

last longer after striking land; Chaotic PlayStation 5 release; WSOU street interviews on 

the election and its aftermath. 

 

More  
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November 22: Stories Covered: 2,015 coronavirus deaths are recorded in the U.S. in one day; New York 

City private schools suing the city because they are not receiving rapid tests that are 

supposed to be provided under state law; The Toronto Raptors are moving all their home 

games to the U.S. due to COVID-19; former Seton Hall players Myles Powell and 

Romero Gill sign with NBA teams; Twitter introduces fleets; Instagram shopping gets a 

new layout; Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade changes due to COVID-19. 

November 29: Stories Covered: The latest on COVID-19 in the NYC area; LA County imposes 3 week 

stay at home order; Black Friday shopping declines; Rutgers Pass/no credit policy; Spring 

semester plans at several colleges and universities, including Seton Hall; French police 

brutality.  

December 6: Stories Covered: Man killed and two officers shot in The Bronx; Authorities in Maryland 

stop a child who tested positive for COVID-19 from boarding a plane; Dave Chapelle is 

trying to get his show removed from Hulu and Netflix; Warner Bros is releasing all 2021 

films on HBO max the same time they release in theaters; High school football player 

charges onto field and runs over referee; A koala is found in a Christmas tree. 

 

December 13: Stories Covered: Pfizer Vaccine; Federal executions; Latest on streaming services; Blue 

Ivy Grammy nomination; Surprising discovery about bee feces; Drone flamethrower. 

 

December 20:  First Coronavirus vaccine distributions hit the states; Feature story on first vaccine 

distribution in the state of New Jersey; Dr. Jill Biden responds op-ed, telling her to drop 

her “Doctor” title; COVID-19 relief bill is stalled as Congress nears shutdown deadline; 

Companies begin to invest in a Hydrogen Plane startup; Russian banned from using 

name, flag, and national anthem for the next two Olympics.  

 

December 27: The new stimulus package; Power outages in new Jersey on Christmas; Duke University 

women’s basketball team ending their season; A fake queen Elizabeth II is used as a way 

to teach people to not believe everything on the internet; Mariah Cary’s “All I Want for 

Christmas is You” is the most streamed song on Spotify. 

 


